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‘EXCELLENT’ DESTINATION…Westfield’s Excellent Diner, now located at
Disneyland Paris, is shown here while located in Wasserlassen, Germany. While
in Germany, operator Woody Woodall served up burgers and omelets and even
introduced Germans to Halloween. See story on page 2.

U.S. Attorney Christie
Fights Corruption
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After helping to
put 86 elected officials in jail during
his first term as U.S. Attorney for
New Jersey, Chris Christie last week
vowed to continue his fight against
public corruption.

Mr. Christie, who resided on Pros-
pect Street from 1987-1989 and near
Tamaques Park in 1991, was in
Westfield for the town council’s Janu-
ary 3 reorganization meeting to swear
in newly elected Mayor Andy
Skibitsky. He came to Westfield di-
rectly from Washington, D.C., where
he met with President George W.
Bush.

Mr. Christie emphasized to those
in attendance the importance of citi-
zens making their government ac-
countable by attending meetings and
voting in elections.

“Only you can solve the problem
(of public corruption). The way you
can solve the problem is by becoming
more involved citizens, more involved
voters. Because the one thing people
in political life understand even more
than a subpoena from my office is
losing an election,” Mr. Christie said.

“Hold people to what they tell you
in campaigns. Make them tell you the
truth. And if they don’t, then you kick
them out of office. That is what will
begin to change the climate and cul-
ture in New Jersey more than any
indictment that I will ever be able to
bring, more than any public figure I
put in jail,” said Mr. Christie.

Mr. Christie said President Bush
asked him to stay on as a holdover
appointment along with a number of
others. “And so we remain in our jobs
serving at the pleasure of the presi-
dent.” His four-year term was to have
expired on Tuesday, January 17.

Among his goals over the next few
years are to continue the fight on
political corruption. “Unfortunately
there is still a great amount of work to
be done. The 15 people that I have
doing political corruption (in his of-
fice) unfortunately are just as busy
today as they were three years ago.”

Mr. Christie said the level of cor-
ruption he has found in New Jersey
didn’t surprise him. “What I have
been surprised at is that after four
years and 86 public officials put in
jail that I am not seeing a significant
lessening of the problem.”

He said while his office cannot
solve the problem of corruption, “we
can continue to lessen the problem
and I think set a different tone in the
state.”

Mr. Christie said the “decentral-
ized” nature of government in the
state causes corruption. “All have dif-
ferent pots of money available to them
in 566 towns, 21 counties and a $28-
billion state budget on top of that all
with boards and authorities and com-
missions who have separate pots of
money. That’s just too many pots of
money for honest people to get hon-
est people to keep an eye on,” he said.

Mr. Christie is opposed to electing
prosecutors in New Jersey, which is
done in states like New York, where
voters elect countywide district attor-
neys. He also opposes electing mem-
bers of the governor’s cabinet, espe-
cially the attorney general.

In addition to corruption, Mr.
Christie said he will be increasing his
office’s emphasis on gangs.

“You are going to see a lot more em-
phasis from us on gang violence, which I
think will I think should have a real local
impact. The gangs are predominantly in
New Jersey cities right now but they are

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REORGANIZED...Following the January 3 Westfield reorganization meeting,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea shakes hands with U.S. Attorney Chris Christie,
who earlier in the evening swore in Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

Ben Solomon for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REWARDING...Freeholder Nancy Ward is sworn in to her first full term by Edward Kologi as her mother Rita (holding
Bible) and brother James look on. James owns and operates the James Ward Mansion on East Broad Street in Westfield.

Westfield BOE Discusses Selling
Elm Building, Moving to Lincoln

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) held its first meeting of
the year on Tuesday, January 10. The
board discussed selling the Elm Street
administration building and relocat-
ing staff to Lincoln School on
Westfield Avenue.

The meeting began with announce-
ments, including a moment of silence
for Chris Bondira, a third grade
teacher at Tamaques Elementary
School, who died of pneumonia on
December 27.

During the public recognition of
agenda items, Joann Hone of Top-
ping Hill Road asked the board if they
will be vacating 302 Elm St. and
selling the property. While it needs to
be explored by the Citizens Advisory
Committee, “it is possible that we
would vacate this building,” said Su-
perintendent Dr. William Foley.

The Board of Education operations
may be relocating to Lincoln School
on Westfield Avenue. Kindergarten
and pre-school classes may also be
held at Lincoln School.

Dr. Foley said that there are many
developers interested in the Elm Street
building site.

Dr. Foley and Robert Berman pre-
sented a preliminary 2006-2007 bud-
get report. For the 2006-2007 school
year, there will be several new per-
sonnel, including four additional el-
ementary teachers due to increased
enrollment and a third paraprofes-
sional for the autism class.

New textbooks are to be given to
the schools in the district. New social
studies textbooks will be provided

for kindergarten through second
grade. Earth science and environmen-
tal science textbooks will be given to
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) and
Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS).

New textbooks at Westfield High
School (WHS) will include: Ameri-
can studies for both the Language
Arts and History programs, AP Euro-
pean History and Math Department
algebra, calculus and statistics.

For technology, there will be fifth-
grade computer replacements, six
wireless carts at EIS and RIS and
network core switches. “It is very
much of an even trade at this point,”
said Dr. Foley.

Potential capital projects include
roof repair and parapet wall repair at
RIS, parapet wall repair at Lincoln
School, driveway repaving at Wilson
Elementary School and a new por-
table classroom trailer. The new trailer
will probably be located at Jefferson
Elementary School so the Leaps and
Bounds autistic program can remain
there.

What is not included in the 2006-
2007 planning budget is a new vice
principal for Wilson Elementary
School, a technology course for sev-
enth graders, a K-8 science coordina-
tor, a K-8 special education supervi-
sor, six mobile labs for the elemen-
tary schools, new SmartBoards and
projectors for WHS, an upgrade of
student accounting software and two
additional coaches for the WHS cross-
country team.

Dr. Foley said he would like to see
an additional athletic trainer at WHS.

Dr. Foley noted that there is an
increase in testing students in sci-

ence, and the district is unprepared.
“There is no leadership in science in
this district…it’s a fairly critical area,”
said Dr. Foley.

The proposed budget layout is ten-
tative and the board will spend the
next two months negotiating. “Com-
promise – that’s what this budget is,”
said Board President Anne Riegel.

In other matters, Mr. Berman re-
ported that the boiler in the boys’ field
house is cracked and needs to be
replaced. This task will be completed
in a week. The WHS auditorium reno-
vations should also be completed by
next week.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
discussed the long-range planning
committee, comprised of Westfield
residents and BOE members, which
is working on the enrollment prob-
lems at the middle schools. “These
people are very committed – I have a
lot of admiration for them,” said Ms.
Rhodes.

The board discussed amendments
to the school calendar. Easter Mon-
day will be the first day off if there is
an unused snow day, followed by the
last day of school in June. An addi-
tional day for Memorial Day will be
issued if all three snow days go un-
used.

The curriculum committee will
meet this Friday, January 13, to dis-
cuss revised courses of study in jour-
nalism, including two proposed
courses for broadcast journalism.

The board was given a gift of
$20,000 from an anonymous donor,
which is to be put towards Project
’79. An anonymous donor also gave
$5,000 to Tamaques Elementary
School.

During the open session, Mary
Ronk of St. Marks Avenue asked about
redistricting in regards to Washing-
ton Elementary School. She said she
would be presenting several creative
ideas instead of redistricting to Dr.
Foley.

“I will not move anyone unless I
believe I can give you a high-quality
program with a good class size,” said
Dr. Foley regarding the matter.

Theresa Moore of Euclid Avenue
found concerns with the amount of
vacation time during the fall semes-
ter, citing the several half days that
elementary students are given as dis-
ruptions to learning.

Dr. Foley said he would discuss the
matter further with Ms. Moore.

Next week, the board will discuss
capital projects, insurance and utili-
ties in regards to the budget. Dates
will also be set at this time for other
specific topics in the budget.

Westfield Bd. of Adjustment
Handles Variance Applications

By CARRIE HAYES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment had more than 20 applica-
tions for variances on its agenda for
Tuesday night’s meeting, more than
half of which were pushed to next
month’s meeting. A group of resi-
dents petitioned against Paul Tice’s
application due to the complex and
sensitive nature of “Indian Forest.”

The first two applications of the
evening were moved to February. Mr.
and Mrs. Ryan’s application of 16
Stoneleigh Park was moved due to
the non-notification of their neigh-
bors. The Bayer’s of 1314 Frances
Terrace requested their hearing be
moved.

The application by Maxine and
Robert Schwartz of 415 Kimball Turn
was approved after their architect
demonstrated that the site of the prop-
erty created a hardship. The family of
five is proposing a home of more than
4,000 square feet. Kimball Turn is on
a radius. In order to take advantage of
the maximum allowable habitable
floor area of 30 percent, their pro-
posed addition would require a side
yard setback of only three feet where
10 feet is the minimum permitted.
The adjacent property at the setback
is currently unusable, as it is made up
of ivy, rocks and trees.

The home on this adjacent prop-
erty is also set further forward, being
on this radius.

The board asked whether the
Schwartz’ were willing to bring the
side line of the house to within seven
feet, two inches of the property line,
thus forgoing 75 square feet of their
proposed addition. The Schwartz’
agreed, and the amended application
was approved.

Milton and Rebecca Koenigsberg
of 28 Carol Road, also represented by

Mr. Klesse, requested for one percent
more than the 20 percent maximum
allowed building coverage and were
approved.

Timothy Van Epp and Barbara
Wong of 630 Glen Avenue came for-
ward with architect Barbara
Vincentsen seeking a home addition.
Ms. Vincentsen presented two design
scenarios and illustrated that which
involved the least number of vari-
ances. The board approved the
homeowner’s preferred design.

Jean Cerniglia of 120 Marlborough
Street said came before the board to
keep an existing shed following a
complaint by a neighbor. She said she
doesn’t have a garage and bought a
tool shed, believing that a small shed
would require no special permissions.
Nevertheless, the placement of a shed
does have certain mandates. A struc-
ture less than 500 square feet must be
at least five feet from the property
line.

Ms. Cerniglia placed her shed on
cement blocks at the end of her drive-
way. She requested that it stay there,
one foot from the property line. The
shed backs into an existing fence.

The applicant said the neighbor
claims her fence is on his property.
Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
asked whether the neighbor was
present at the meeting. He was not.
The dispute over the property line has
gone to court. Currently, there are
three different surveys, all of which
have different results. Now, the title
insurance company is involved.

Ms. Cerniglia brought a letter from
the property’s previous owner, stat-
ing that the location of the fence was
not a conflict when the property was
sold. The board determined that no
decisions would be made regarding
the shed until the case in court is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Council Proposes Repeal of Pkg.
Lot Redevelopment Designation

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During Tuesday’s
council conference meeting, acting
alternate Mayor Mark Ciarrocca led
the council in Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
absence. The council debated the
merits of repealing the redevelop-
ment distinction on parking lots one
and eight, approved seven demoli-
tions, deferred another seven and cor-
rected the information provided at
the last meeting on the town attorney’s
salary structure.

During a detailed committee re-
port, Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said his committee discussed
the repeal of the redevelopment dis-
tinction to parking lots one and eight
and found “no benefit” in doing so.
Councilman Foerst said the main det-
riment was “the costs associated of
putting it (redevelopment distinction)
back in place.”

The redevelopment statute is gov-
erned by the state and, according to
Councilman Foerst, “we don’t know
if that redevelopment statute changes
and provides us with a benefit to
keeping areas as redevelopment
zones.” According to Councilman
Foerst, to repeal and then re-desig-
nate the area will cost the town close
to $150,000. “It doesn’t cost us or

hurt us anyway to leave them in that
fashion.”

The councilman said his commit-
tee “unanimously recommended the
council not take any further action.”

In disagreeing with Councilman
Foerst, newly elected Third Ward
Councilman David Haas said, “One
potential benefit of the repeal is the
process that involves the planning
board and a series of hearings to see
if the town’s plan makes sense. By
repealing that, it requires the town to
go through the process and make them
look at it formally and make a recom-
mendation to the town to see if it’s
worth doing. It requires the town to
go through a formal review.”

Councilman Foerst said he “re-
spectfully disagreed” because the
council is comprised of “good stew-
ards” and saw “no reason to repeal it
solely to ensure we have the discus-
sion.”

Councilman Haas rebutted, saying
that by leaving the distinction as is, it
inevitably involves future councils
and, “I don’t know if we have guaran-

tees about future councils.”
Town attorney Robert Cockren said

that because of what the area was
zoned for originally, it could mean
low-income housing would be man-
dated for that area. “I think we have a
pretty good argument that affordable
housing could be forced on the site.”

Ultimately, First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana said, “I agree with David,
it should be repealed.” He said the
distinction of an area in need of de-
velopment was “contentious” to be-
gin with because those are usually
“blighted areas.” Mr. Caruana added,
“Basically, what we did was have a
specific project and strategy in mind
and knowing the end game, did a
redevelopment strategy to accomplish
this result (parking deck). Now what
we’ve done is open the door, Bob, to
some risk in these areas by living
with the designation. We have opened
the door to a fast track for some other
council for some other use to gain a
leg up on utilization on those two
areas. It served a specific purpose; the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Hair and Nail Salons Face
Regulations From Borough
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – For the start
of the new year, members of the
Mountainside borough council met
Tuesday evening to discuss two reso-
lutions regarding the inspection of
stormwater facilities and regulation
of sanitary practices at places of cos-
metology and hair and nail salons
which are scheduled for action by the
council on January 17.

According to Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti, a resolution regarding the
maintenance of the storm water fa-
cilities is scheduled for next week.

The mayor had discussed his con-
cern about the borough’s responsi-
bilities to maintain the stormwater
projects for new construction that has
been mandated by the state. Accord-
ing to the mayor, and the resolution,
Mountainside will not be responsible
for the maintenance or the inspection

of stormwater facilities. This will
come from the property owners,
whether it is commercial or residen-
tial.

According to the resolution, the
only exception to the ordinance would
be if it were specifically approved by
the borough’s planning board, zon-
ing board or by Mountainside’s gov-
erning body or if it were required by
law.

The stormwater ordinance was
passed last November for new devel-
opment and redevelopment.

The second ordinance will regulate
sanitary practices at places of cosme-
tology and hair and nail salons. Ac-
cording to Borough Clerk Judy Osty,
the resolution requires such shops to
obtain a New Jersey State Board of
Cosmetology license along with an
annual borough permit from the
Westfield Regional Board of Health.
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settled.
Christopher Miele of 543 Pierson

Street sought permission to enlarge
his house, which required five vari-
ances. The ordinance requires that
the maximum coverage of his lot,
including the deck and porch, be 24
percent. Mr. Miele proposed 27.2
percent. A three-bedroom house is
required to have two parking spaces.
Mr. Miele requested to have one.

He was advised to get an architect.
Mr. Miele offered an alternative plan
and was told to submit it in order that
it be considered at the next meeting.

Emmanuel and Rosaria Carlino of
1560 Rahway Avenue were granted
permission to construct a new porch.
Mr. Carlino requested that the board
waive the memorialization period. He
was turned down.

At about 9:15 p.m., the board dis-
missed all of the new January appli-
cants, instructing them to come back
next month.

Then, Paul Tice of 104 Watchung
Fork was heard. Mr. Tice had 16
photographs that he had taken on the
north side of Westfield, all of which
illustrated six foot-high solid fences.
Mr. Tice sought permission to build a
six-foot high fence around his prop-
erty, set back 19 feet from the street.
He is constructing a pool and would
lose about 30 percent of his backyard
space were he not able to build the
fence in the way that he is proposing.

Should the six-foot fence around
the property be denied, Mr. Tice pro-
posed a four-foot fence around the
pool. With him was his landscape
architect, Jonathan Bob, who brought
a detailed rendering illustrating plant-
ing that would take place to screen
the presence of the fence.

When asked by the chairman
whether the neighbors had had the
opportunity to see the plan, about 30
people on one side of the room de-
clared, “No!”

At 10:30 p.m., the remaining appli-
cants who had yet to be heard were
sent home.

Representing the neighbors, attor-
ney Alan Gutterman asked Mr. Tice
to describe the topography of his prop-
erty, which Mr. Tice conceded was
flat. Mr. Gutterman asserted that it is
merely a matter of convenience that
the fence be erected, rather than hard-
ship.

About 20 neighbors came to the
microphone to testify about the na-
ture of Indian Forest. Almost all of
them declared, “I signed the petition”
opposing the Tice application. Resi-
dents who have lived there for more
than 50 years described how there are
footpaths to Franklin School that chil-
dren use every day and how the ma-

purpose no longer exists. We should
eliminate the designation. We don’t
believe the areas are in need of redevel-
opment.”

Later, Councilman Caruana said not
repealing would be a “continuation of a
mistake” and said that in many cases,
unused redevelopment districts are turn-
ing into Wal Marts.

Councilman Foerst responded that
“no Wal Mart would come in without
public input” and he’d “love to save
future taxpayers $150,000 to $180,000.”

Ultimately, the council consented
five to one to repeal the designation.
Councilman Foerst voted to leave the
distinction, while councilwomen Jo
Ann Neylan and Vicki Kimmins ab-
stained.

The matter will be referred to the
planning board, which, according to
Mr. Cockren, will treat the situation as
a zoning change with a recommenda-
tion to return to pre-existing zoning.

The town, facing 14 demolitions,
addressed the over-development issue
and the role the council plays.

Mr. Cockren said the town does not
have to concern itself with the issue of
over-development and that the power
of the uniform construction code “is
vested in the construction official.” The
only reason the council would take part
in the process, according to Mr.
Cockren, is “to monitor what goes on in
town” and ensure that public health and
safety issues (are met).”

Councilman Foerst said the town
council has “no real authority to deny a
demolition permit” and probably would
be sued and sanctions placed against
the town. “We do this solely for the
purpose of monitoring what goes on in
town.”

Addressing concerns that over-de-
velopment is “an epidemic” and that a
“moratorium” should be placed on
teardowns, Councilman Foerst said the
town is not “vested with the authority;
our hands are strung. We’re dealing
with state laws with what we’re able to
do.” He said no moratorium can be
placed on development unless the issue
dealt with “public water or public sew-
age and things of that nature” being at
full capacity.

“While none of us are happy to vote
for 14 resolutions knocking down
houses and garages etc., Councilman
Foerst added, “We do this so we see it
and it stays on the front burner and we
know what’s going on.”

Ultimately, the council approved the
demolition of single-family dwellings
at 200 Sunset Avenue, 36 Woodbrook
Court, 3 Village Circle and 900 Harding
Street. The council also approved the
demolition of two abutting two-family
dwellings at 734 and 728 South Av-
enue, West, which reside in a mixed-
use zone. The builder envisions the lot
combined into one structure (part com-
mercial, part residential), which will
include first floor retail and eight resi-
dential units on the second and third
floor.

The council also approved the demo-
lition of a two-car detached garage lo-
cated at 251 Sylvania Place.

The council deferred seven applica-
tions until assurances of oil-tank re-
moval and tree-preservation issues are
satisfied.

Finance Policy Committee chair Pe-
ter Echausse envisioned “another diffi-

Council Hears Complaints
About Service at Post Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough residents
asked Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the
borough council Tuesday night to inter-
vene on their behalf to improve customer
service at the Garwood Post Office. The
council also announced the opening of
the new borough library in March and
took action on homeland security and
state highway safety grants.

At Tuesday’s meeting Rosemary Snow
said past week Garwood Postmaster Ionie
Anglin refused to open a second customer
service window despite the fact that the
one window serving customers was
stretched all the way out to the street.
Customers were on line to purchase 2-
cent stamps after the price of first class
stamps jumped from 37 to 39 cents last
week.

“The Garwood Post Office on Center
Street refused to open the second window
when the line was completely out to the
street,” Ms. Snow told The Westfield
Leader. “She (Postmaster Inglin) gets
very hostile when you talk to her.”

“She said ‘if you don’t like it, write
your congressman,’” Ms. Snow added.
She said she would write Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence).

“And if he doesn’t do something about
it,” she said, “he’s out the door.”

Councilman Victor DeFilippo told The
Leader/Times that the borough would send
a letter from Mayor McCarthy and the
council to the postmaster to address the
residents’ concerns.

Another resident, who did not want her

name used, said many Westfield and
Cranford residents often use the Garwood
Post Office to avoid parking problems
near their community post offices.

The residents said the post office ran
out of the 2-cent stamps.

Ms. Snow made her comments to the
mayor and council during Tuesday’s work
session.

In committee reports at the regular
council meeting, Councilman William
Schadewald announced the new borough
library at 411 Third Avenue would open
“on or about March 1.” He said residents
should now utilize the new library’s book
drop to return library materials.

The borough’s library, which cel-
ebrated its 70th anniversary in 2003, has
been located in the basement of the
Franklin School on Walnut Street since
1977. Franklin School was demolished
last year. Councilman Schadewald an-
nounced that borough library cards are
being accepted at neighboring libraries
until the new borough library opens.

The governing body approved a reso-
lution per the council’s consent, requir-
ing a roll call vote for the mayor and
municipal clerk to sign an agreement with
the County of Union for a homeland secu-
rity grant. A similar resolution was ap-
proved authorizing borough officials to
sign a New Jersey Division of Highway
Safety Project Grant application.

The borough council’s next meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, January
24, starting with the workshop ses-
sion at 7 p.m. and the regular meeting
at 7:15 p.m.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, December 31, after being
stopped in the 1000 block of Central Av-
enue for motor vehicle violations, John
Lledo, 36, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated. He
was released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, December 31, James Rankin,
56, of Westfield was arrested in the 600
block of Scotch Plains Avenue following a
motor vehicle accident on charges of driv-
ing while intoxicated and possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.

Rankin, who police said struck a parked
motor vehicle, sustained a small lacera-
tion above his nose and was treated by
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel. He
was released on his own recognizance to
a responsible individual.

Sunday, January 1, Joan Donovan, 23,
of Scotch Plains and Tashaun Boyd, 20,
of East Orange were arrested at
Brightwood Park after they were discov-
ered in a motor vehicle that had been
stolen from Linden.

Donovan was charged with unlawful
taking of a means of conveyance and was
released on her own recognizance, while
Boyd was charged with receiving stolen
property and eluding police. He was held
on $5,000 bail.

Sunday, January 1, after being involved
in a motor vehicle accident, Kevin
Macdonald, 19, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated in the 200 block of Elm Street.
Macdonald, who suffered a small lacera-
tion on his left hand, later was released to
a responsible individual.

Monday, January 2, a Baker Avenue
resident reported two motor vehicles that
had been left unlocked in his driveway
were unlawfully entered. Five dollars in
cash and an MP3 adapter plug were re-
ported stolen. A DVD was recovered at
the scene and turned over to police.

Monday, January 2, two incidents of
motor vehicles being unlawfully entered
were reported on Oak Avenue. In the first
case, a Model V-180 Motorola cellular
telephone was taken. The second incident
involved the theft of $20 in cash, identifi-
cation cards for two local facilities and a
St. Christopher medal. In each case, the
car had been left unlocked in the victim’s
driveway, police said.

Tuesday, January 3, Ryan J. Meier, 20,
of Cranford was arrested and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Boulevard. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Tuesday, January 3, Following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Hort
Street, Howard Brown, 22, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing po-
lice with a false name and date of birth. He
additionally was wanted on an outstand-
ing Plainfield criminal warrant for $500.
Brown was released after posting bail on
the warrant and being served with a sum-
mons on the Westfield charge.

Also arrested was Ishquan Bardon, 20,
of Plainfield on outstanding motor ve-
hicle warrants from South Bound Brook,
for $500; Plainfield, for $350, and North
Plainfield, for $300. Bardon was turned
over to South Bound Brook authorities.

Wednesday, January 4, Michael
Mankowski, 19, of Mountainside and
Everett Donaldson, 20, of Westfield were
arrested on charges of burglary, theft,
fraudulent use of credit cards, credit card
theft, forgery and possession of stolen
property.

The pair is alleged to have stolen a
Wallberg Avenue resident’s credit card
from her car last month and used it to
purchase electronic equipment worth tens
of thousands of dollars from several stores
on Route 22.

Mankowski, who was arrested at his
home, and Donaldson, who was arrested
at South Avenue and Drake Place, were
being held in lieu of $10,000 bail each at
the Union County jail in Elizabeth.

Wednesday, January 4, a business on
Cardinal Drive reported that signs of pry
marks were found on the main doors to the
office. Entry to the premises was not gained.

Wednesday, January 4, a Castleman
Drive resident reported that her motor
vehicle was unlawfully entered in front of
her home. The victim’s New Jersey
driver’s license and three credit cards
were stolen, after which a card was used
to make some unauthorized transactions
in the area.

Thursday, January 5, Luis Santos, 19,
of Colonia was arrested at North Avenue
and Elm Street and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
He was released on his own recognizance
with summonses.

Friday, January 6, Michael Toth, 60, of
Westfield was arrested at Boynton Av-
enue and Connecticut Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible individual.

Friday, January 6, after being involved
in a motor vehicle accident, Thomas
Banks, 45, of Fords was arrested in the
1000 block of Central Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated. No inju-
ries were reported. Banks was released to
a responsible individual.

Saturday, January 7, Mariella Amjady,
22, of Westfield was arrested in the 800
block of Grandview Avenue after being
involved in a motor vehicle accident.
Amjady, who reported pain to her knee,
was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated and refusal to submit to a breath
test. She was subsequently released to a
responsible individual.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 2, a business owner

on East Second Street reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated that
unknown persons purchased several hun-
dred dollars worth of merchandise with a
fraudulent credit card.

Monday, January 2, a patron at a Route
22 gas station reported being the victim of
harassment. The victim stated that she
was purchasing gas when an individual
made rude comments to her. The incident
is under investigation.

Wednesday, January 4, an East Second
Street business was burglarized overnight.
There were no signs of forced entry. Once
inside, unknown suspects removed elec-
tronic equipment valued at approximately
$350.

Thursday, January 5, a Martine Av-
enue resident reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. The victim stated items
were thrown on her lawn overnight.

Thursday, January 5, a patron at a Park
Avenue restaurant stated she was a victim
of harassment. The victim stated that she
was yelled at by one of the workers when
she asked a question.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 3, Robert W. Lee,

Jr., 44, of Fanwood was arrested on Saville
Row on numerous outstanding warrants
and for allegedly eluding police. Authori-
ties said Lee led police on a chase from
Fanwood into Westfield, where he es-
caped apprehension. According to po-
lice, Lee was arrested at his home when
he returned there later that day.

The suspect also was charged with
filing a false police report when he claimed
his car was stolen and that he was not the
driver during the chase. Police surveil-
lance video confirmed his claim to be
false. Lee was being held on $40,000 bail.

Thursday, January 5, David A. Dankwa,
29, of Scotch Plains was arrested after it
was revealed during a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road that there were outstand-
ing warrants for him.

Thursday, January 5, Keith A. Willis,
Jr., 29, of Iselin was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Friday, January 6, Jay Tomko, 19, of
North Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated following
a motor vehicle accident on Midway
Avenue. According to police, Tomko’s
vehicle struck a tree. He also was charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance.

Saturday, January 7, Lorrie Columbus,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, January 7, Joshua T. Vouglas,
35, of Flemington was arrested on an
outstanding warrant on Martine Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, January 8, Linda L. Lashley,
44, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Monday, January 9, Tysen R. Privott,
26, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants on Midway Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 28, a theft from

a motor vehicle was reported at a Route
22 restaurant. The victim stated that she
parked her car using the valet service.
When she retrieved her car, she found her
purse, which she had left in the center
console, was missing. The victim reported
checks, credit cards, a medical card, a
AAA card and an Illinois driver’s license
were missing. The incident has been turned
over to the police department’s detective
bureau for further investigation.

Wednesday, December 28, a resident
of Old Tote Road reported being the vic-
tim of criminal mischief. She reported
that the inflatable Christmas ornament in
her front yard was slashed overnight. A
juvenile was apprehended as a suspect in
the incident. According to police, the
suspect had bragged to friends about dam-
aging Christmas decorations, which led
to his apprehension.

Thursday, December 29, a theft from a
motor vehicle was reported at a Route 22
theater. The victim stated someone had
entered her vehicle through the rear pas-
senger door and had thrown personal be-
longings out of her center console and
glove compartment. According to police,
an insurance card and vehicle registration
card were taken from the vehicle. Police
said there was no sign of forced entry.

Thursday, December 29, a second re-
port of theft from a motor vehicle was
reported at a Route 22 theater. Police said
the victim approached an officer while he
was responding to another incident and
reported that her vehicle had been entered
and ransacked. Two business checkbooks
were reportedly taken from the vehicle.
Police said it appeared the suspects were
searching for the insurance and registra-
tion cards in the glove compartment, both
of which were in the possession of the
victim at the time.

Thursday, December 29, a third inci-
dent of theft from a motor vehicle was
reported at a Route 22 theater. The victim
reported damage to his driver’s side door
around the door handle. Several items
were reported missing, including a digital
camera, sunglasses, a jacket, $250 in cash
and an insurance card.

Saturday, December 31, Heather T.
Novorro, 18, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after she was involved in a
motor vehicle accident on Route 22. Ac-
cording to police, Novorro was driving
65 mph in a 45 mph zone when she lost
control of her vehicle and struck another
vehicle, causing her vehicle to jump a
curb and skid into the adjacent lane and
onto a Sheffield Street property, where it
finally came to a stop when it struck a
building.

Wednesday, January 4, Joseph M.
O’Malley, Jr., 46, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested on Route 22 and charged
with driving while intoxicated and pos-
session of under 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. O’Malley also was charged
with driving with a suspended license.

Wednesday, January 4, a resident of an
assisted living facility reported being the
victim of credit card theft. The victim
stated that two credit cards were stolen
from her room at some point in the last
month. Unauthorized purchases were
made on both accounts in the amount of
$1,500. The fraudulent charges are under
investigation.

Thursday, January 5, James Roberts,
42, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department on outstand-
ing warrants. Bail was set at $800.

cult year from the cost side of the bud-
get,” citing increases in police and fire
pensions, premiums for health insur-
ance and commitments to the Rahway
Valley Sewage Authority as “cumber-
some on the expenditure side.”

Addressing the issue of the town
attorney’s compensation, Mr. Gildea
said both town newspapers wrongly
reported Mr. Cockren’s correct salary,
which is closer to “$57,000 and change.”

Last week, newspapers reported in-
formation stated at the meeting that Mr.
Cockren earned an annual salary of
$100,000.

Mr. Gildea explained (that this) “was
not true.” Mr. Gildea said the $57,000
covers “ordinary duties” governed in
the town code. Any other activities are
deemed “extraordinary duties” which
come up during the course of the year
and vary and/or are assigned by the
council. The extraordinary duties are
governed by an outside rate, Mr. Gildea
explained.

He said that the council attorney, as is
customary with the prosecutor, de-
fender, planning board attorney, labor
attorney, board of adjustment attorney
and judge positions, is not entitled to
health or dental benefits. He said that
the town pays into the state pension
system for the position, which is state-
mandated and required for anyone earn-
ing over $1,501.

When asked by newly elected Third
Ward Councilman David Haas what
the extraordinary rate is, Mr. Gildea
said it is $150 per hour. He said up until
2003 it was $100 and hadn’t changed in
15 years.

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield Leader
that Mr. Cockren logged $140,000 in
billable hours governed under the out-
side rate, causing “Mr. Cockren’s total
compensation to be closer to $197,000.”
Mr. Gildea explained that that money is
charged against the $230,000 the town
has in its total legal salary. “We still
come out very well,” Mr. Gildea said
when comparing the town’s expendi-
ture to that of Milburn and Summit and
other comparable towns.

The council also discussed new Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
regulations, which will, according to
Councilman Foerst, “do away with the
regional contribution agreement and
maintain that all towns must provide
affordable housing within its bound-
aries.”

Cacciola Place resident and neigh-
borhood council representative Mary
Withers thanked the council for dis-
cussing new COAH regulations and
said she looks forward to the council
“helping us form a low-income hous-
ing project.”

The council announced that the salary
of former Police Chief Bernard Tracey,
who is on terminal leave, would come
off the books at the end of January.

Annual pool fees, which haven’t risen
in two years, will rise in certain areas.
The increases will represent an 8-per-
cent jump in fees. Individual and se-
nior-citizen fees will not change. The
family, family with full-time childcare
and husband and wife without children
categories will change, and a new cat-
egory, parent and child under 12, will
be offered. The increases were made to
address operating costs and capital im-
provements planned for the kiddy and
main pools.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Bd. of Adjustment
jestic oaks and maples create a park-
like setting.

Younger residents described the
beauty of the neighborhood and how
they watched with shock and dismay
as trees came down. One woman com-
mented on how children all run across
each other’s yards when they play
outside.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick joined
his neighbors in supporting the peti-
tion that had been signed and which
could be included in the file for the
application but could not be included
as evidence. One gentleman declared,
“Anyone who thinks a 20-foot shade
tree can substitute a mighty oak is not
thinking clearly.”

The chairman commented on the
solidarity and passion of the resi-
dents for their neighborhood and said
how Westfield is “such a great place
to live.”

The chairman stated that Mr. Tice
does have the right to install a pool on
his yard. But with the presence of the
children cutting through the yards of
the houses, for safety’s sake, could
not condone a four-foot fence. At
11.30 p.m., Mr. Tice’s application
was denied.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS
Council

Annual fees for a cosmetology per-
mit, hair styling permit and nail salon
permit have been established at $50
annually.

In other business, it was noted that
the pool fees for the 2006 summer
season have risen.

Recreation Director Frank Masella
said the fee for a resident family has
risen from $235 to $245 while the
resident single rate has risen from
$120 to $125. The resident single rate
has gone up from $75 to $85 for the
season.

In addition, the non-resident fam-
ily rate has risen from $440 to $455,
while the non-resident rate has gone
up from $220 to $230. The non-resi-
dent senior rate has also been raised
from $180 to $190 for the season.
Also, the initiation fee has been raised
from $30 to $35 for a non-resident
family and from $15 to $20 for a non-
resident single membership.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer asked
if there was a surplus from last year’s
pool season. The mayor noted that
there was a $68,000 surplus but that it
will go toward the pool’s renovations
and resurfacing project.

Last month Steve Hunter of Hunter
Pools and a 30-year member of the
National Pool and Spa Association
addressed the council on the project
of resurfacing the borough’s pool. He
recommended a three-coat finish that
would adhere to the pool surface bet-
ter than another plaster surface.

His cost estimate without sand-
blasting was in excess of $50,000.
Other projects for the pool include
retiling and adding a slide.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 17, at 8
p.m.

is appointed by the governor, employs
more than 900 attorneys. Mr. Christie
said he hopes the attorney general ap-
pointed by Governor-elect Jon Corzine
will be more aggressive.

“His record is his record,” Mr. Christie
said of Mr. Harvey.

Mr. Christie said drug and violent
crime cases could be completed quickly
while white-collar crime cases involv-
ing corruption often take years before
they are prosecuted.

He said most cases in his office were
the result of citizens contacting his of-
fice. He said the prosecution of former
Essex County Executive and U.S. Sen-
ate candidate James Treffinger came
from a campaign volunteer.

As for his future, Mr. Christie did
not say whether he would run for
statewide office. “Who knows,” he
responded. “I decided not to run (for
governor in 2005) because I love this
job. I am here to serve the president
and I will serve the president as long
as he wants me to do that, and then
we will see what happens.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

U.S. Attorney Chris Christie
spreading to our suburbs in part be-
cause they are chasing the money,” he
said, noting that 75 to 80 percent of
gangs’ income is generated from drug
dealing. Death threats have been placed
against him due to his prosecution of
gang members, causing the need for
additional security at his Morris County
home, he said. “It (death threats) comes
with the territory I guess but it’s never
comfortable. You worry more about
your wife and children than you worry
about yourself,” Mr. Christie said.

Mr. Christie’s office is also working
on health care fraud, such the cases
against the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey for allegedly
over-billing Medicare and the Bristol-
Meyers Squibb securities fraud case.

Mr. Christie has a staff of 140 law-
yers and 150 additional staff, which he
feels is sufficient for the number of
cases his office handles. New Jersey
has the seventh largest out of 94 district
attorney offices nationwide.

He noted that the office of New Jer-
sey Attorney General Peter Harvey, who
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Christie Tells Citizens Only They
Can End Corruption in New Jersey

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIGHTS UNSEEN…Monday night, the roofers work under spotlights on the roof of the Coles Elementary School in Scotch
Plains, creating a very surreal scene but performing very necessary repairs.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After helping to put
86 elected officials in jail during his first
term as U.S. Attorney for New Jersey,
Chris Christie last week vowed to con-
tinue his fight against public corruption.

Mr. Christie, who resided on Pros-
pect Street from 1987-1989 and near
Tamaques Park in 1991, was in
Westfield for the town council’s Janu-
ary 3 reorganization meeting to swear
in newly elected Mayor Andy
Skibitsky. He came to Westfield di-
rectly from Washington, D.C., where
he met with President George W. Bush.

Mr. Christie emphasized to those
in attendance the importance of citi-
zens making their government ac-
countable by attending meetings and
voting in elections.

“Only you can solve the problem
(of public corruption). The way you
can solve the problem is by becoming
more involved citizens, more involved
voters. Because the one thing people
in political life understand even more
than a subpoena from my office is
losing an election,” Mr. Christie said.

“Hold people to what they tell you
in campaigns. Make them tell you the
truth. And if they don’t, then you kick
them out of office. That is what will
begin to change the climate and cul-
ture in New Jersey more than any
indictment that I will ever be able to
bring, more than any public figure I
put in jail,” said Mr. Christie.

Mr. Christie said President Bush
asked him to stay on as a holdover
appointment along with a number of
others. “And so we remain in our jobs
serving at the pleasure of the presi-
dent.” His four-year term was to have
expired on Tuesday, January 17.

Among his goals over the next few
years are to continue the fight on
political corruption. “Unfortunately
there is still a great amount of work to
be done. The 15 people that I have
doing political corruption (in his of-
fice) unfortunately are just as busy
today as they were three years ago.”

Mr. Christie said the level of cor-
ruption he has found in New Jersey
didn’t surprise him. “What I have
been surprised at is that after four
years and 86 public officials put in
jail that I am not seeing a significant
lessening of the problem.”

He said while his office cannot solve
the problem of corruption, “we can
continue to lessen the problem and I
think set a different tone in the state.”

Mr. Christie said the “decentral-
ized” nature of government in the
state causes corruption. “All have dif-
ferent pots of money available to them
in 566 towns, 21 counties and a $28-
billion state budget on top of that all
with boards and authorities and com-
missions who have separate pots of
money. That’s just too many pots of
money for honest people to get hon-
est people to keep an eye on,” he said.

Mr. Christie is opposed to electing
prosecutors in New Jersey, which is
done in states like New York, where
voters elect countywide district attor-
neys. He also opposes electing mem-
bers of the governor’s cabinet, espe-
cially the attorney general.

In addition to corruption, Mr.
Christie said he will be increasing his
office’s emphasis on gangs.

“You are going to see a lot more
emphasis from us on gang violence,

which I think will I think should have
a real local impact. The gangs are
predominantly in New Jersey cities
right now but they are spreading to our
suburbs in part because they are chas-
ing the money,” he said, noting that 75
to 80 percent of gangs’ income is gen-
erated from drug dealing. Death threats
have been placed against him due to
his prosecution of gang members, caus-
ing the need for additional security at
his Morris County home, he said.

“It (death threats) comes with the
territory I guess but it’s never com-
fortable. You worry more about your
wife and children than you worry
about yourself,” Mr. Christie said.

Mr. Christie’s office is also work-
ing on health care fraud, such the
cases against the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey for
allegedly over-billing Medicare and
the Bristol-Meyers Squibb securities
fraud case.

Mr. Christie has a staff of 140 law-
yers and 150 additional staff, which
he feels is sufficient for the number of
cases his office handles. New Jersey
has the seventh largest out of 94 dis-

New Gulf Station Plan Ends
Access From Mountain Ave.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship zoning board of adjustment hopes
to complete its hearings in March on
a new application submitted by
Cumberland Farms, the owner of the
Gulf gasoline station on Route 22, to
expand the facility by installing addi-
tional gas pumps, covering the pump-
ing area with a canopy and replacing
three underground gas storage tanks
with three new ones that will provide
expanded capacity.

Cumberland Farms’ initial appli-
cation was rejected last summer in
the face of various objections by
neighborhood residents and doubts
among board members that the project
was appropriate for the site.

At last Thursday’s four-hour hear-
ing, Cumberland Farms presented
new site plans that, unlike its earlier
proposal, called for an end to vehicu-
lar access to the property from Moun-
tain Avenue. Last summer, residents
had expressed concern not only about
the number of cars parked on Moun-
tain Avenue awaiting servicing but
also about the hazards of allowing
gasoline delivery trucks to enter the
property from that street. The new
plans call for the entrance to be re-
placed with fencing and tree and shrub
plantings that will run the length of
the property along Mountain Avenue.

In addition, the 71-foot by 40-foot
canopy above the six new gas pumps
will be reduced in height from just
over 17 feet to slightly more than 16
feet. Residents had earlier expressed
concerns about the height of the origi-
nal canopy as well as lighting from
the canopy spilling onto adjacent
properties.

Engineer Brett Skapinetz, explain-
ing Cumberland Farms’ site plans,
said there would be space available
for parking up to 13 cars at the south
side of the property, along the new
fence bordering Mountain Avenue.

This raised concerns, voiced through-
out last week’s hearing, that with six
or seven employees needing space to
park their own cars, there would not
be adequate dedicated space remain-
ing to park cars awaiting servicing.

There were some concerns raised
that additional cars would end up
being parked elsewhere on the prop-
erty or along Mountain Avenue, but
Michael Beach, a Cumberland Farms
representative who oversees the gas
station, vowed that no cars would be
parked on the street.

Board Engineer Thomas Quinn
raised the option of creating a half-
dozen employee parking spaces along
the western edge of the property, next
to where the new underground stor-
age tanks will be situated.

Questions from board members
focused on whether the plan being
considered provided for adequate on-
site parking for both employees and
those leaving their cars for servicing.
Cumberland Farms’ representatives
maintained that parking would be
adequate.

Residents continued to be skepti-
cal about the application during the
portion of the hearing devoted to ques-
tioning Cumberland Farms’ wit-
nesses, who besides Mr. Skapinetz
included David Karlebach, a profes-
sional planner. Residents’ concerns
centered around the possibility, de-
spite reassurances, of excess cars be-
ing parked on Mountain Avenue, the
extent of spillage from proposed light-
ing onto nearby properties, the effect
on local property values, the reasons
for the installation of a large canopy
over the pumps, whether the expan-
sion was necessary for a gas station of
its size and whether the proposed
fencing should be extended further.

When the hearing resumes on
Thursday, March 2, residents will have
the opportunity to offer opinions on
the application before the board dis-
cusses the application and then votes.

Benjamin Soloman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING THE HELM…Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth), not shown, administers the oath of office to Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood, as his wife, Phyllis, and children, Alex and Micayla, look on. Refer to the freeholder story on page 3.

BUSY AGENDA…U.S. Attorney for New Jersey Chris Christie, left, discusses his
objectives for the coming years with Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul
Peyton during an interview on January 3 in Westfield.

Benjamin Soloman  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Scotch Plains Receives $175,000
DOT Grant for E. 2nd St. Repairs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks announced on Tuesday
evening that the state Department of
Transportation (DOT) has awarded a
$175,000 grant that will be used for
roadway improvements to East Sec-
ond Street. At the township council’s
regular meeting, the mayor, noting
the financial woes surrounding the

DOT’s Transportation Trust Fund,
said that “this may be the last grant
we see for quite a while” unless the
new governor and legislature take
steps to replenish the fund.

In other business at its brief meet-
ing, the council approved an ordi-
nance establishing salary ranges for
several dozen municipal employee
job titles, ranging from council mem-
bers, police chief and library director
to clerk typists, fire chief and sea-
sonal laborers. Councilwoman
Carolyn Sorge said the salary ranges
are reviewed by the council every
four or five years.

A resolution was approved that
authorizes the fire department to pur-
chase $14,229 worth of radio paging
equipment that, according to Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool, “will en-
able the fire department, the rescue
squad and the police department to be
in complete communication con-
stantly.” Presently, communication in
this regard between the three emer-
gency service entities “is lacking” in
spots, she added. The cost of the new
Motorola equipment will be paid by a
state grant.

The council also approved the re-
newal of a contract between the town-
ship, Fanwood and the board of edu-
cation and Jersey Professional Man-
agement (JPM), which, for the past

five years, has been providing con-
sulting services related to the shared
services efforts between the three
entities. The cost of the $9,900 con-
tract will be evenly divided among
the two municipalities and the board
of education. Councilman Frank
Rossi said the arrangement has been
“a tremendous financial bargain for
the community” because of JPM’s
efforts at securing a variety of grants
over the years.

The council passed a resolution
opposing twin bills currently before
the State Legislature. A-2372 and S-
2556 would require the release of a
bid list prior to the bid date. If the
legislation is enacted, municipalities
would be required to furnish to any-
one the list of vendors who have re-
ceived copies of bid documents, even
during the time between a bid’s ad-
vertisement and the receipt and open-
ing of those bids. Councilwoman
Malool said it could encourage collu-
sion between bidders, while Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins said
that, “for the life of me, I can’t under-
stand why people would have the
right to know who has picked up bid
specs.” He said such a law would
serve “no public good.”

Another resolution was approved
that formally establishes a fair and
open process for the awarding of cer-
tain contracts. Councilwoman Malool
said the resolution was needed so that
Scotch Plains is in compliance with
new state legislation that provides for
a fair and open process for the award-
ing of certain contracts valued in ex-
cess of $17,500 or where those con-
tracts are not subject to public bid-
ding or competitive contracting un-
der state public contracting law.

The council awarded a $13,800 bid
to Irvin Contractors for janitorial ser-
vices at the municipal building. Mr.
Atkins said that eight bids have been
received for improvements to a sec-
tion of Rahway Road. He is waiting
for a report from the engineering de-
partment and expects to recommend
an award at the council’s Tuesday,
January 24 meeting.

Benjamin Soloman for The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

SUMMING UP…Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) ad-
dresses the audience during Sunday’s
Union County freeholders re-organi-
zational meeting.

Fanwood Council Receives Gift;
Three Police Officers Promoted
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – During Tuesday
night’s first regular meeting of the
year, newly elected councilpersons
Bruce Walsh and Joan Wheeler took
their places on the council, Council-
man Walsh was named council Liai-
son to the planning and zoning board
of adjustments, three police officers
were promoted and funds were au-
thorized for a drainage evaluation.

At the meeting, Peter Chemidlin of
Family Investors Company and presi-
dent of the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association presented the
borough with $500 on behalf of his
company for a new refrigerator for the
community center at the train station.

Mayor Colleen Mahr welcomed
returning Councilman Walsh and
Councilwoman Wheeler. Councilman

Walsh succeeds Councilman Jack
Molenaar  as the governing body’s
Liaison to the planning and zoning
board of adjustments.

In other business, the council passed
resolutions confirming in-grade pro-
motions for three police patrolmen.
Gavin Sheehan was elevated from Pro-
bationary B to Probationary A; An-
thony Espinosa was promoted from
Class E to Class D, and Phillip Ugone
moved up from Class F to Class E.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion to contract with T&M Associates
for a drainage evaluation of the fol-
lowing areas: North Glenwood and
Tillotson Road; Shady Lane and
Clement Place; Birch Place and Beech
Avenue and MacLennan Place, and
Midway Avenue and Terrill Road.
The funds, not to exceed $2,000, will
come from an EPA grant given to the

borough.
During her report on the Public

Works Department, Council Presi-
dent Donna Dolce noted that leaf
pickup would not resume until April.
In the interim, piles of extraneous
leaves on residents’ properties should
be kept in their backyards.

Ms. Dolce also confirmed that
Fanwood’s fee to the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority for sew-
age removal would increase by
$47,308, to a total of $289,320, and
encouraged residents to conserve
water. She noted, too, that the bor-
ough is seeking volunteers to help
label storm drains.

In other issues, the council noted
there would be stroke screenings for
residents on Thursday, January 26,
from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building.

The Fanwood Senior Citizens Club
will meet on Tuesday, February 14, at
11 a.m. at the Forest Road Park facil-
ity. Councilwoman Wheeler said that
the club would hold elections this
month or next.

Councilman Joseph Higgins hon-
ored the memory of Attilio “Art”
Badala, who died on December 22.
Mr. Badala, a member of the recre-
ation commission and past president
of the Fanwood Senior Citizens Club,
was a “tremendous advocate for se-
niors” according to Mr. Higgins.

During the open session, Fanwood
resident Michael D’Antuono ex-
pressed his concern about the “deplor-
able condition” of the building at 424
South Avenue due to fire damage.

In response to his concern, Borough
Attorney Dennis Estis said he would
contact the proper channels to ensure
the property is boarded or demolished.

Mr. D’Antuono also offered that
the eventual new buildings on South
Avenue will “really add to the look”
of the downtown.

Councilman Molenaar encouraged
residents to offer their vision of the
entire South Avenue corridor between
the Fanwood and Plainfield border.
“It’s not just the vision of the down-
town. It’s all of Fanwood,” he said.

The next meeting of the borough
council will be an agenda session on
Tuesday, February 7, at 7:30 p.m. It
will be held at Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Courtesy of Woody Woodall for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXCELLENT’ DESTINATION...Westfield’s Excellent Diner, now located at
Disneyland Paris, is shown here where it was previously located in Wasserlassen,
Germany. While in Germany, operator Woody Woodall served up burgers and
omelets and even introduced Germans to Halloween.

Master Plan Review On
SP Planning Board Agenda

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board will be involved in
updating Scotch Plains’ master plan
this year and integrating a number of
factors that were not issues when the
plan was last examined six years ago.

At the board’s reorganization meet-
ing on Monday evening, Board Vice
Chairman Joseph Doyle listed some of
the items that will be addressed as part
of the re-examination, including the
pending renovation of the Route 22
bridge linking Park Avenue with Bonnie
Burn and New Providence Roads and
how that $15.5 million project will
affect land use and the downtown busi-
ness district. The state Department of
Transportation is expected to begin
construction in mid-2008.

Other matters that will be addressed,
Mr. Doyle said, include “more atten-
tion paid” to open space issues, “how
we fit in with affordable housing”
requirements and the incorporation of
the new storm water management
regulations. Mr. Doyle said he hopes
that state grant money will be avail-
able to assist in the review.

The board also will be addressing a
possible zoning change for the “hedge
property” located next to the municipal
building on Park Avenue. In the wake
of last year’s subdivision approval for
the piece of township-owned property,
the next step in selling it to a private
developer is a rezoning from its present
“P”-Public to a “B-2”-business desig-
nation to make it consistent with the
rest of the downtown business district.
The township council will have to ap-

prove any such change, but wanted to
first consult with the planning board
before moving forward.

The board also anticipates hearing
soon from Union County officials
about the specifics of how the new
children’s farm on the former Sevell
property on Cooper Road will oper-
ate. Late last year, the county ap-
proved a memorandum of under-
standing between the county and
Green Meadows Children’s Farm Co.
for the lease of about 22 acres of the
former Sevell property that will be
turned into an interactive educational
and recreational facility with farm-
related exhibits, tours, pony rides,
hayrides and picnic grounds. The
Cooper Road property was formerly
maintained as a working farm, and
the county, which now owns the prop-
erty, wishes to continue to use it as a
farm to provide educational and vari-
ous recreational opportunities to
county residents.

Some concerns have been raised about
how such a facility will operate within a
mostly residential neighborhood.

At the start of the board’s meeting,
Maria Sartor was re-elected as board
chairwoman, and Mr. Doyle was re-
elected vice chairman. In nominating
Mrs. Sartor for a second term, Mr. Doyle
said she had done “an excellent job in
her first year,” while Mrs. Sartor, in
nominating Mr. Doyle, called him “an
invaluable vice chairman.” Thomas
Quinn of Ferriero Engineering will serve
as the board’s consulting engineer and
Mary Moody will serve as the board’s
professional planner. Dan Bernstein will
again serve as board attorney.

Marks Details $10 Million
Renovation Projects in Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, providing further details
about the proposed construction and
renovation projects he spoke of in his
New Year’s address last week, said
the projects will be financed prima-
rily by bonds and money from the
township’s open space trust fund.

“We’re not going to see any crush-
ing blow to the (municipal) budget,”
the mayor told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times as he talked about the
projects that, collectively, could cost
more than $10 million, depending on
the ultimate scope of several of them.
The five projects the mayor spoke of
last week include renovation of the
municipal building, a new public
works facility, expansion of the town-
ship library, a new senior community
center, and ballfield expansion and
lighting at Brookside Park.

Saying that “this is something that
has to be done this year,” the mayor
said replacement of the roof and the
heating and ventilation system at the
municipal building was imperative
due to the chronic leaks and faulty
heating and air conditioning that have
plagued the 30-year-old building for
the past several years.

In addition, additional space is also
needed because “in coming years,
there may a need for additional staff-
ing,” he said, adding that an expan-
sion of the building above the police
station, which has no second floor,
would provide a 20 percent increase
in available square footage. He esti-
mated the cost of a renovation and
expansion of the building at $2 to $3
million, which would be financed by
bonds.

The other project slated to be un-
dertaken this year is a new facility for
the township’s public works depart-
ment on Plainfield Avenue. That build-
ing, which was built more than 45
years ago, “is arguably in worse shape
than town hall,” Mayor Marks said,
“and beyond refurbishment.” He said
a new facility will be located on the
existing public works property, but
the logistics of exactly how a new
structure would be built while the
existing structure was still in place
still needs to be determined.

The mayor said the public works
project will cost an estimated $2 to $3
million, adding that if the municipal
building and public works projects
were combined into one bond offer-
ing, the debt service on that bond
would equal about one municipal tax
point, or about $95,000 to $100,000
annually.

The state government monitors the
finances of municipalities, including
how much outstanding debt they have
issued. Using various formulas, the
state watches to make sure a town’s
debt load does not grow to where it’s
approaching or exceeding state-de-
termined ceilings. In Scotch Plains’

case, the present debt level is very
low, and even with several million
dollars in new bond issues to cover
the proposed projects, the township’s
debt level would still be well below
those state ceilings. In addition, the
mayor noted, the township this year
will be retiring a $4.3 million bond
from 1994, thus freeing up new bond
financing for the two most urgently-
needed projects.

As for an expansion of the library
on Bartle Avenue, the mayor told The
Times he doesn’t see any expansion
occurring this year beyond the
$800,000 project to replace the roof
and windows and upgrade the
building’s bathrooms that is now near-
ing completion. The mayor said the
township council wants to hear from
library personnel about “what their
needs are and what kind of expansion
needs they have” before proceeding
further. He said an architect last year
drew up rough plans for an expansion
that would cost $4 to $5 million, but
the mayor emphasized that “if we do
further expansion, we need to hear
from the library” first about the de-
tails of what is needed.

As for funding any expansion, the
mayor said he’s hopeful that a state
library expansion grant program,
which provides a matching grant of
$1 for every $3 provided by the mu-
nicipality, will have funding avail-
able to help offset whatever the cost
of an expansion ends up being. In
addition to those funds, the township
will also pursue community develop-
ment grants to help finance the project.

The new senior community center
proposed by the mayor last week will
likely be situated at Brookside Park,
although Mayor Marks said he was
not ruling out locating it at the library
“in conjunction with a library expan-
sion.” There is a detailed plan for a
facility at Brookside Park that was
put forth by the recreation commis-
sion.

The mayor said those plans were
drawn up with a focus on what the
commission desired to support its
programs and activities. The esti-
mated $6 million price tag for such a
facility, which would include two
gymnasiums, is too high, the mayor
noted, saying the council will not
allocate funds for a project of that
size and cost. Instead, the recreation
commission will be asked to “priori-
tize what’s needed” before approval
for construction and financing is
given. “The scope and size and cost
need to be scaled back first,” the mayor
said.

He said he envisions a facility with
a meeting room for seniors, a kitchen,
an exercise room and several smaller
rooms that can be used for card play-
ing, etc. Instead of two gymnasiums
as proposed in the plans, one might
suffice, the mayor said, if other gym-
nasiums at area schools are better
utilized. He also pointed to the possi-
bility of a new facility being used for
township summer camp programs.
He said the drawings that have been
already submitted show a building
that “fits in with the surrounding
neighborhood.” The mayor antici-
pates a good deal of the new facility
being financed with money from the
township’s open space trust fund.

Also at Brookside Park, a $1 to $2
million field renovation will include
a new soccer/football field and a new
90-foot lighted baseball diamond. The
mayor said it was unclear if this project
will get underway this year because
the final decision on where to locate
the senior center has yet to be made.
Construction experts are recommend-
ing that if the new facility is located at
Brookside Park, then its construction
and the field renovations should be
done simultaneously.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 2, a business owner

on East Second Street reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated that
unknown persons purchased several hun-
dred dollars worth of merchandise with a
fraudulent credit card.

Monday, January 2, a patron at a Route
22 gas station reported being the victim of
harassment. The victim stated that she
was purchasing gas when an individual
made rude comments to her. The incident
is under investigation.

Wednesday, January 4, an East Second
Street business was burglarized overnight.
There were no signs of forced entry. Once
inside, unknown suspects removed electronic
equipment valued at approximately $350.

Thursday, January 5, a Martine Av-
enue resident reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. The victim stated items
were thrown on her lawn overnight.

Thursday, January 5, a patron at a Park
Avenue restaurant stated she was a victim
of harassment. The victim stated that she
was yelled at by one of the workers when
she asked a question.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 3, Robert W. Lee, Jr.,

44, of Fanwood was arrested on Saville Row
on numerous outstanding warrants and for
allegedly eluding police. Authorities said
Lee led police on a chase from Fanwood into
Westfield, where he escaped apprehension.
According to police, Lee was arrested at his
home when he returned there later that day.

The suspect also was charged with
filing a false police report when he claimed
his car was stolen and that he was not the
driver during the chase. Police surveil-
lance video confirmed his claim to be
false. Lee was being held on $40,000 bail.

Thursday, January 5, David A. Dankwa,
29, of Scotch Plains was arrested after it
was revealed during a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road that there were outstand-
ing warrants for him.

Thursday, January 5, Keith A. Willis,
Jr., 29, of Iselin was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Friday, January 6, Jay Tomko, 19, of
North Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated following a
motor vehicle accident on Midway Avenue.
According to police, Tomko’s vehicle struck
a tree. He also was charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance.

Saturday, January 7, Lorrie Columbus,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, January 7, Joshua T. Vouglas,
35, of Flemington was arrested on an
outstanding warrant on Martine Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, January 8, Linda L. Lashley,
44, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

POLICE BLOTTER
Monday, January 9, Tysen R. Privott,

26, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants on Midway Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 28, a theft from a

motor vehicle was reported at a Route 22
restaurant. The victim stated that she parked
her car using the valet service. When she
retrieved her car, she found her purse, which
she had left in the center console, was missing.
The victim reported checks, credit cards, a
medical card, a AAA card and an Illinois
driver’s license were missing. The incident
has been turned over to the police department’s
detective bureau for further investigation.

Thursday, December 29, a theft from a
motor vehicle was reported at a Route 22
theater. The victim stated someone had entered
her vehicle through the rear passenger door and
had thrown personal belongings out of her
center console and glove compartment. Ac-
cording to police, an insurance card and vehicle
registration card were taken from the vehicle.
Police said there was no sign of forced entry.

Thursday, December 29, a second report
of theft from a motor vehicle was reported
at a Route 22 theater. Police said the victim
approached an officer while he was re-
sponding to another incident and reported
that her vehicle had been entered and ran-
sacked. Two business checkbooks were
reportedly taken from the vehicle. Police
said it appeared the suspects were searching
for the insurance and registration cards in
the glove compartment, both of which were
in the possession of the victim at the time.

Thursday, December 29, a third inci-
dent of theft from a motor vehicle was
reported at a Route 22 theater. The victim
reported damage to his driver’s side door
around the door handle. Several items
were reported missing, including a digital
camera, sunglasses, a jacket, $250 in cash
and an insurance card.

Saturday, December 31, Heather T.
Novorro, 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after she was involved in a motor
vehicle accident on Route 22. According
to police, Novorro was driving 65 mph in
a 45 mph zone when she lost control of her
vehicle and struck another vehicle, caus-
ing her vehicle to jump a curb and skid into
the adjacent lane and onto a Sheffield
Street property, where it finally came to a
stop when it struck a building.

Wednesday, January 4, Joseph M.
O’Malley, Jr., 46, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested on Route 22 and charged
with driving while intoxicated and pos-
session of under 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. O’Malley also was charged
with driving with a suspended license.

Wednesday, January 4, a resident of an
assisted living facility reported being the
victim of credit card theft. The victim stated
that two credit cards were stolen from her
room at some point in the last month. Unau-
thorized purchases were made on both ac-
counts in the amount of $1,500. The fraudu-
lent charges are under investigation.

Thursday, January 5, James Roberts,
42, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department on outstand-
ing warrants. Bail was set at $800.

Saturday, January 7, a Sawmill Road
resident reported a possible burglary at-
tempt to his home. Upon returning from
vacation, the victim noticed the screen
from a first floor window had been pried
off. Police processed the screen for fin-
gerprints. There were no other signs of
forced entry. The incident has been turned
over to the police department’s detective
bureau for further investigation.

trict attorney offices nationwide.
He noted that the office of New

Jersey Attorney General Peter Harvey,
who is appointed by the governor,
employs more than 900 attorneys. Mr.
Christie said he hopes the attorney
general appointed by Governor-elect
Jon Corzine will be more aggressive.

“His record is his record,” Mr.
Christie said of Mr. Harvey.

Mr. Christie said drug and violent
crime cases could be completed
quickly while white-collar crime
cases involving corruption often take
years before they are prosecuted.

He said most cases in his office were
the result of citizens contacting his
office. He said the prosecution of
former Essex County Executive and
U.S. Senate candidate James Treffinger
came from a campaign volunteer.

As for his future, Mr. Christie did
not say whether he would run for
statewide office. “Who knows,” he
responded. “I decided not to run (for
governor in 2005) because I love this
job. I am here to serve the President
and I will serve the President as long
as he wants me to do that, and then we
will see what happens.”

Hair and Nail Salons Face
Regulations From Borough

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE –For the start
of the new year, members of the
Mountainside Borough Council met
Tuesday evening to discuss two reso-
lutions regarding inspection of
stormwater facilities and regulation
of sanitary practices at places of cos-
metology and hair and nail salons,
which are scheduled for action by the
council on January 17.

According to Mayor Robert
Viglianti, a resolution regarding the
maintenance of the storm water fa-
cilities is scheduled for next week.

The mayor had discussed his con-
cern about the borough’s responsi-
bilities to maintain the stormwater
projects for new construction that has
been mandated by the state. Accord-
ing to the mayor, and the resolution,
Mountainside will not be responsible
for the maintenance or the inspection
of stormwater facilities. This will
come from the property owners,
whether it is commercial or residen-
tial.

According to the resolution, the
only exception to the ordinance would
be if it were specifically approved by
the borough’s planning board, zon-
ing board or by Mountainside’s gov-
erning body or if it were required by
law.

The stormwater ordinance was
passed last November for new devel-
opment and redevelopment.

The second ordinance will regulate
sanitary practices at places of cosme-
tology and hair and nail salons. Ac-
cording to Borough Clerk Judy Osty,
the resolution requires such shops to
obtain a New Jersey State Board of
Cosmetology license along with an
annual borough permit from the
Westfield Regional Board of Health.

Annual fees for a cosmetology per-
mit, hair styling permit and nail salon
permit have been established at $50
annually.

In other business, it was noted that
the pool fees for the 2006 summer
season have risen.

Recreation Director Frank Masella
said the fee for a resident family has
risen from $235 to $245 while the
resident single rate has risen from
$120 to $125. The resident single rate
has gone up from $75 to $85 for the
season.

In addition, the non-resident fam-
ily rate has risen from $440 to $455,
while the non-resident rate has gone

up from $220 to $230. The non-resi-
dent senior rate has also been raised
from $180 to $190 for the season.
Also, the initiation fee has been raised
from $30 to $35 for a non-resident
family and from $15 to $20 for a non-
resident single membership.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer asked
if there was a surplus from last year’s
pool season. The mayor noted that
there was a $68,000 surplus but that it
will go toward the pool’s renovations
and resurfacing project.

Last month, Steve Hunter of Hunter
Pools and a 30-year member of the
National Pool and Spa Association,
addressed the council on the project
of resurfacing the borough’s pool. He
recommended a three-coat finish that
would adhere to the pool surface bet-
ter than another plaster surface.

His cost estimate without sand-
blasting was in excess of $50,000.
Other projects for the pool include
retiling and adding a slide.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 17, at 8
p.m.

Christie
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Council Hears Complaints
About Service at Post Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough residents
asked Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
the borough council Tuesday night to
intervene on their behalf to improve
customer service at the Garwood Post
Office. The council also announced
the opening of the new borough li-
brary in March and took action on
homeland security and state highway
safety grants.

At Tuesday’s meeting Rosemary
Snow said past week Garwood Post-
master Ionie Anglin refused to open
a second customer service window
despite the fact that the one window
serving customers was stretched all
the way out to the street. Customers
were on line to purchase 2-cent
stamps after the price of first class
stamps jumped from 37 to 39 cents
last week.

“The Garwood Post Office on Cen-
ter Street refused to open the second
window when the line was completely
out to the street,” Ms. Snow told The
Westfield Leader. “She (Postmaster
Inglin) gets very hostile when you
talk to her.”

“She said, ‘if you don’t like it,
write your congressman,’” Ms. Snow
added. She said she would write Rep.
Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Provi-
dence), who is seeking re-election.

“And if he doesn’t do something
about it,” she said, “he’s out the door.”

Councilman Victor DeFilippo said
the borough would send a letter from
Mayor McCarthy and the council to
the postmaster to address the resi-
dents’ concerns.

Another resident, who did not want

her name used, said many Westfield
and Cranford residents often use the
Garwood Post Office to avoid park-
ing problems near their community
post offices.

The residents said the post office
ran out of the 2-cent stamps.

Ms. Snow made her comments to
the mayor and council during
Tuesday’s work session.

In committee reports at the regular
council meeting, Councilman Will-
iam Schadewald announced the new
borough library at 411 Third Avenue
would open “on or about March 1.”
He said residents should now utilize
the new library’s book drop to return
library materials.

The borough’s library, which cel-
ebrated its 70th anniversary in 2003,
has been located in the basement of
the Franklin School on Walnut Street
since 1977. Franklin School was de-
molished last year. Councilman
Schadewald announced that borough
library cards are being accepted at
neighboring libraries until the new
borough library opens.

The governing body approved a
resolution per the council’s consent,
requiring a roll call vote for the mayor
and municipal clerk to sign an agree-
ment with the County of Union for a
homeland security grant. A similar
resolution was approved authorizing
borough officials to sign a New Jer-
sey Division of Highway Safety
Project Grant application.

The borough council’s next meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, January
24, starting with the workshop ses-
sion at 7 p.m. and the regular meeting
at 7:15 p.m.
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Excellent Diner Brings
U.S. Food Culture to Europe

Courtesy of Woody Woodall for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POPULAR EATERY…The Excellent Diner, formerly of Westfield, is shown here
when it was located in Wasserlassen, Germany. Woody Woodall operated the
diner in Germany before it was sold to Disneyland Paris, where it remains today.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s been 10 years since Westfield’s
silver bullet-shaped Excellent Diner
departed from its North Avenue loca-
tion and arrived in Europe.

According to Woody Woodall, who
leased and managed the art deco-
style diner abroad for a year and a
half, the diner first moved to Aalen,
Germany, and then relocated to the
nearby town of Wasserlassen.

“The diner was American and I’m
American, so I thought I could show
the Germans a little bit of the Ameri-
can side of living,” Mr. Woodall said.

During that time, Mr. Woodall
worked long hours seven days a week,
not only managing the diner, but do-
ing all of the cooking as well.

He said his omelets were quite
popular, as were his burgers, includ-
ing his famous “Woody Burger” con-
coction made with chili and cheese.

“They really loved American bar-
becued ribs, Texas-style with red
sauce,” Mr. Woodall added.

He also introduced the area to the
American ways of celebrating holi-
days, such as Halloween.

“We had to make our own cos-
tumes and decorations,” Mr. Woodall
explained, citing the lack of avail-
ability of such items in that area. “We
hung ghosts from the ceiling and cut
out pumpkins, black cats and bats for
the windows.”

He said his customers responded
enthusiastically to the holiday fare,
as well as the one-man-band he hired
to perform twice monthly. He would
also occasionally host American car
rallies at the diner on weekends.

An American woman who had been

to the diner when it was in Westfield
had stopped in to visit it in Germany,
and Mr. Woodall let her keep a menu
as a souvenir.

While managing the diner, Mr.
Woodall also created an Excellent
Diner website in both German and
English languages.

But Mr. Woodall was paying a hefty
$4,000 a month to lease the diner, and
it was becoming more and more dif-
ficult to make a profit. He said that
once the mad-cow-disease scare hit
Germany and a new highway looped
traffic away from the diner area, busi-
ness plummeted.

Soon thereafter in 2002, the diner
was sold to Disneyland Paris, where
it remains today.

Sporting the same classic décor
and still serving up American diner
favorites like burgers and hot dogs, it
is now called Le Café des Cascadeurs.
The name means “Café of the
Stuntmen,” which refers to actors from
the nearby studios who reportedly
dine and mingle with tourists on its
back-lot location in Walt Disney Stu-
dios.

A former U.S. Army soldier, Mr.
Woodall now spends his time as a
painting contractor near his North
Carolina home. He had recently con-
tacted The Westfield Leader and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times to
share his story after coming across
the newspaper’s website while
searching for information on the
diner.

“I left my heart in that diner,” Mr.
Woodall said, mentioning that he even
wrote a poem about it. “The Excel-
lent Diner was a piece of me, a piece
of America.”

Faella Named Acting Dir.
Of Economic Development

Christine Todd Whitman
Introduces Judge Alito

ELIZABETH — Mountainside
resident and Elizabeth native Alfred
Faella will become the acting direc-
tor of the Union County Department
of Economic Development, County
Manager George Devanney an-
nounced January 4.

Mr. Faella, who has more than 12
years of governmental managerial
experience, will assume his position
immediately. He succeeds James
Daley, who resigned as director ef-
fective January 1 to seek opportuni-
ties in the private sector. Mr. Daley
will remain on board for the next 30
days to assist Mr. Faella with the
transition.

Freeholder Rick Proctor said the
board looked forward to working with
Mr. Faella.

“The county has worked to lever-
age approximately $5 billion in eco-
nomic development projects over the
past decade, in part through this de-
partment,” Freeholder Proctor said.
“It is important to have someone like
Al, who has proven experience and
an in-depth knowledge on how the
department functions.”

Mr. Devanney, who appointed Mr.
Faella as acting director, agreed with
Freeholder Proctor.

“Al is a capable administrator who
has a wealth of governmental experi-
ence in Union County,” said Mr.
Devanney. “As he already works for
the department, he will provide a
seamless transition in leadership.”

Mr. Daley congratulated Faella on
the appointment and said he looked
forward to new challenges.

Mr. Daley, who worked as the de-
partment director for seven years, said,
“It was an honor to serve the free-
holder board and the people of Union
County.”

Mr. Faella, who has worked for
nearly five years in the economic
development department during two
stints, said he was excited about the
opportunity to serve as director.

“I would like to thank the county
manager and the freeholder board for
their confidence in me and the oppor-
tunity to lead this department,” Mr.
Faella said. “I look forward to serv-
ing the residents of our county and
working with our many partners in
moving ahead all our projects and
plans.”

In particular, Mr. Faella said he
looked forward to continuing the
county’s progress on important trans-
portation projects such as the
Kapkowski Road transportation plan
in Elizabeth, the Staten Island Rail-
road and Rahway Valley Line, Smart
Growth planning, ferry service to New
York and freight access planning in
Port Elizabeth and Tremley Point in
Linden.

He began his governmental career as
the director of neighborhood services
for Elizabeth from 1993-1999. In that
capacity, he managed the city’s com-
munity development program and the
Elizabeth Bureau of Construction.

Mr. Faella then served his first stint
from 1999-2003 in the county’s eco-
nomic development department as the
division head of community develop-
ment, where he was responsible for the
management and administration of
more than $7 million in federal funds in
19 municipalities. He also oversaw the
preparation of the Union County Con-
solidated Plan.

For the next two years, he served as
a Motor Vehicle Commission manager
for the state. He returned last year to
county government as the director of
the division of information technolo-
gies.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Former
New Jersey Governor and Former
EPA Administrator Christine Todd
Whitman this week introduced Judge
Samuel Alito for his confirmation
hearings to the U.S. Supreme Court.
The judge resides in New Jersey and
sits on the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals.

In the beginning of the hearings
before the U.S. Senate Judiciary com-
mittee, Mrs. Whitman called Judge
Alito a “distinguished jurist and pub-
lic servant” and urged the committee
to fully support Judge Alito’s confir-
mation.

“While we should expect that jus-
tices will hold philosophies that will
inform their decisions, we should
equally expect that they will not hold
ideologies that pre-determine them.

If Judge Alito has a bias, it’s in favor
of narrowly drawn opinions that re-
spect precedent and reflect the facts
before him,” Mrs. Whitman said in
her introduction.

Mrs. Whitman’s remarks alluded
to Circuit Court Judge Alito’s deci-
sion to uphold her veto of the partial-
birth-abortion ban.

She noted that Judge Alito’s father,
Sam, was the first director of New
Jersey’s non-partisan Office of Leg-
islative Services.

Mayor’s Sat. Hours
On Tap In Garwood

GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy will hold his
monthly Mayor’s Saturday from 10
to 11 a.m. on January 14 at the Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 403 South
Avenue in Garwood.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have or to
just say hello and meet Mayor
McCarthy. For more information,
please call (908) 789-0710.

LEADERSHIP ROLE…Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford takes the oath of office
as Union County freeholder vice-chairwoman from Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Fanwood as her father, Edwin, holds the Bible.

Citing Budget Woes, County
Implements Hiring Freeze

ELIZABETH — Citing the need for
pre-cautionary fiscal measures due to
the upcoming budget year, Union
County Manager George W. Devanney
has implemented a County-wide hiring
freeze after consultation with Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

Rising healthcare, pension, energy and
other fixed-cost considerations contrib-
uted to the decision, Mr. Devanney said.

“These are mandated costs we must
pay, and they are getting more expen-
sive every year,” said Union County
Manager George Devanney. “While
we are examining and debating the
new budget, we should be doing so in

Benjamin  Soloman  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

a prudent manner while maintaining a
stable workforce total.”

The hiring freeze is effective imme-
diately for positions funded by county
tax dollars, with the exception of es-
sential and emergency positions. The
freeze will be ongoing throughout the
budgetary process, Mr. Devanney said.

“Mandated spending costs are caus-
ing tough budgetary decisions at all lev-
els of government and the private sec-
tor,” said Freeholder Mirabella. “These
annual bills have become an increased
burden. We will continue to seek ways to
cut costs and come up with a budget that
is honest, fair and humane.”

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles). †After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.
Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:  $50 twin,  $75 full,  $100 queen,  $200 king.   Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets:  $25 twin,  $50 full,  $75 queen,  $100 king.

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SOFT CLOUD PILLOW TOP*

TWIN SET

FULL SET.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$260 $129
$380 $199

SUGG. SALE
$360 $199
$490 $299
$1120 $599
$1740 $999

SUGG. SALE
$490 $269
$620 $339
$1470 $799
$2190 $1199

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$1010 $569 $557
$1220 $689 $664
$2660 $1499 $1424
$3820 $2149 $2049

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$3010 $1699 $1649
$3560 $1999 $1924
$4200 $2399 $2299
$5720 $3249 $3049

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

What makes a Shifman mattress so refreshingly different? Exquisite craftsmanship and the world's
finest materials – like natural cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, and eight-way hand tied box
springs - to assure the most durable and luxurious comfort    available. Plus, right now, when you
purchase an Ultra premium set you’ll also enjoy extraordinary savings - and a great instant rebate.
Don’t delay - sleep better today!

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

SLEEP BETTER.
SAVE MORE.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus an Instant Rebate of up to $200*

A N D  E N T E R  TO  W I N  T H E  “ D O U B L E - D I P ”  D R AW I N G
( s e e  s t o re  f o r  d e t a i l s )
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* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
Town Super Premium Money Market Accounts are $1,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). Tiered balances for Business Money Market Accounts are
$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.

† When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates, limit one 0.25% premium; FREE first order of checks; FREE service charge
on Traveler’s Cheques; FREE ATM fees up to $10.00.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month.

©2006 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC   1/06

on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs†

FREE First order of checks!†

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!†

FREE ATM fees up to $10†

3.00%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money        
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

H A P P Y  A N D  H E A LT H Y  N E W  Y E A R  T O  A L L

It’s 2006 and ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY are 
ready to begin another glorious season of chamber music.

Our first concert, on SUNDAY, JANUARY 22nd, 
will feature an all-Mozart program in honor of the 

composer’s 250th birthday. Ani and Carter will be joined 
by CHO-LIANG LIN, violin; IDA KAVAFIAN, violin; 

PAUL NEUBAUER, viola; and RICHARD O’NEILL, viola.

They will present the String Quintet in G minor, the
extraordinary Divertimento in E flat for string trio, 

and a Duo for violin and viola.

Other concerts this season will be held on FEBRUARY 12,
MARCH 12, APRIL 30, and MAY 14. Special guest artists 
will be Edgar Meyer, Christopher O’Riley, Cynthia Phelps,

Carmit Zori, Ida Kavafian and many others.

ALL CONCERTS WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Subscriptions: $85 for five concerts

Single admission: $25 ($22 for seniors)
In Westfield only: Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
Visit the Mostly Music website ~ www.mostlymusic.org

To send a message: info@mostlymusic.org

Local Leaders Remember
Former County Mgr. Baran

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — When Ann Baran
addressed an audience at Elizabeth’s
Trinitas Hospital about a month ago,
she told them “when you have cancer,
you have no control. It’s out of your
hands and you simply just have to be
able to manage it.” Mrs. Baran did
manage it for 15 years. On January 3,
she lost her battle with breast cancer.

In 1990, Mrs. Baran, a Democrat,
became the first woman ever appointed
as Union County manager. Although
she was appointed by a Democratic-
controlled freeholder board, the Re-
publicans who followed kept her on.

“When they (Democrats) appointed
her, I was very pleased,” said former
Republican Freeholder Frank Lehr.
“She was proficient, effective, intel-
ligent and capable.”

“She could bring parties together,”
said current Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan. “She would always stay
positive in the face of adversity.”

In the 1970’s and 80’s, Mrs. Baran
built her political career within the
New Jersey Department of Human
Services. In 1985, she was named
director of the county’s Department
of Human Services. In 1988, she be-
came acting deputy county manager
until her official appointment as
county manager in 1990.

During her seven-year stint as man-
ager, Mrs. Baran created, among many
other things, the Union County Alli-
ance. It is an accomplishment that
many agree was her trademark.

The alliance “is a wonderful legacy
because it brought labor and business
and politicians together in an effort to
stimulate the economy,” said Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD
22, Fanwood), who worked with Mrs.
Baran when she was a freeholder, added
that her friend “had a tremendous abil-
ity to solve problems, make decisions
and build consensus.”

Following her position as county
manager, Mrs. Baran became director
of operations at the Gateway Institute
at Kean University in Union. Most
recently, she was senior vice president
of external affairs and hospital ser-
vices at Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth.

Gary Horan, the hospital’s presi-
dent and chief executive officer, said,
“Her leadership style was marked by
her great talent, intelligence and dedi-
cation, and her joy was to serve others
as a mentor and advisor.”

Just two months ago, the United Way
of Greater Union County honored Mrs.
Baran, who was involved with the orga-
nization for nearly 20 years.

“She was a deeply compassionate,
caring person for the underdog but

also recognized in order to get some-
thing done, you had to bring both sides
together,” said UW Board President
Larry Lockhart. “She was able to bring
people together in a spirit that would
allow everyone to feel they’ve accom-
plished and received something.”

Many agree that Mrs. Baran had a
leadership style that was unmatched.

“She spent a lot of time trying to
reinvent government in a way to make
it less governmental and more busi-
ness-like,” said Mr. Lehr. “It’s a com-
bination of professionalism and an
outgoing personality that she brought
the county government, as an indi-
vidual as well as an executive.”

Anyone who knew Mrs. Baran agreed
that her personality was larger than life.

“She had a great sense of humor, a
laugh that would fill up the room and
would make you feel at ease,” re-
called Freeholder Sullivan.

Executive Director of the New Jer-
sey Turnpike Authority Michael
Lapolla shared the same sentiment.
“She had the most contagious laugh
you ever heard,” he remembered
fondly. Mr. Lapolla worked with Mrs.
Baran in county politics for many
years and succeeded her as county
manager. “She was a great role model,
especially for young women entering
government.” He added, “She never
let her illness stop her for one day.”

Ms. Rajoppi, reiterated that Mrs. Baran
was a mentor. “She would maybe take a
day off and then come to work. She
wasn’t afraid to take her wig off. She
wasn’t self-conscious in any way.”

Ms. Rajoppi added that Mrs. Baran
inspired women to talk about cancer
and to become their own healthcare
advocates.

“She never once felt sorry for her-
self. She never bemoaned her illness,”
said Ms. Rajoppi, adding that Mrs.
Baran “savored life.”

Ms. Rajoppi said that despite her
busy career, Mrs. Baran always put
her husband, Francis, and two chil-
dren, Jessica and Christopher, first.

“She and her husband had a power-
ful partnership,” she said, adding that
Mrs. Baran took the time to prepare
her children for the inevitable.

Mr. Lapolla shared a similar senti-
ment. “Despite her health problems,
she really believed she had it all. She
had a great career and a wonderful
family.”

Assemblywoman Stender added,
“she leaves a legacy of respect and
certainly a hole in the community.”

She added, “I was very proud to
work with her and called her a friend.”

Services were held at Saturday,
January 7, at St. Mary of Mount Vir-
gin Roman Catholic Church in New
Brunswick.

Enhanced Communication
Tops List of Initiatives

PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Among the initia-
tives of this year’s Union County
Freeholder chairman, Alexander
Mirabella of Fanwood, are better com-
munications with municipal govern-
ments and the public, the placement
of defibrillators at senior citizens’
centers throughout the county and
the turfing of county athletic fields.

Prior to the annual chairman’s ad-
dress during the board’s reorganization
meeting at the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth on Sunday, County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi and Freeholders
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick Proc-
tor of Rahway and Nancy Ward of
Linden took an oath of office to begin
their new terms. Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford was sworn in as
the board’s vice chairman.

During his 30-minute address, Free-
holder Mirabella said that the county
would pursue the purchase of the
150-year-old Clark Reservoir.

“After much examination and study,
it has been determined that the county
is the best entity to take over the prop-
erty, which has long been neglected due
to the size and resources required to
maintain it,” he said. “The reservoir
will be restored to reflect its natural
beauty, and public access should be
developed so that county residents may
utilize this area for passive recreation.”

The county will also work with
Berkeley Heights Mayor David
Cohen to entice the New York Jets to
relocate their training camp from
Hofstra University to the township. A
walking path with benches, fishing
and observation piers and a research
dock are a few of the improvements
being considered for the reservoir.

Freeholder Mirabella said the
county would also look to use syn-
thetic turf on county fields to create a
safer playing surface for children.
The fields will be lighted “to ensure
maximum playing time.”

He said the county would continue
its effort to gain historic designation
for Warinanco Park in Roselle.
Warinanco is an example of the
Olmsted design “that was interrupted
during the time of the great depres-
sion.” The sons of Frederick Law
Olmsted (1822-1903) were the cre-
ators of the county parks system. The

senior Olmsted created a number of
parks nationally, including Central Park.

The county will provide 40
defibrillators to senior-citizen and com-
munity centers and housing facilities
for seniors throughout the county. The
devices are utilized to save the lives of
people who are experiencing heart prob-
lems including cardiac arrest.

In terms of enhancing communica-
tions, Freeholder Mirabella said he
will re-introduce mobile meetings for
the freeholders, something he origi-
nally introduced in 2001. The meet-
ings will be held at venues in several
western-central locations in the county.
Also, the county public-information
trailer, commonly seen at summer con-
certs, will be sent to post offices and
other public places “to increase com-
munity connections and increase par-
ticipation in our programs.”

The county will also create a new
county website that will be “more
exciting and interactive.” A county
virtual online library will be created
and linked to the county webpage.
Libraries will share resources and cata-
log information, he said. The county
will also invest in subscription-only
databases accessible from the website
to anyone with a library card.

Freeholder Mirabella announced the
creation of a new standing freeholder
committee for intergovernmental re-
lations. He named Freeholder Dan
Sullivan to chair the panel, whose goal
will be to develop a “closer connec-
tion” to municipalities in the county.

The new chairman also announced
the launching of “The Job Connec-
tion,” which will feature updated list-
ings of job offerings from municipal
agencies in the Union County One Stop
system. Also, the county will create a
county-wide animal shelter at the
Houdaille Quarry in Springfield.

During her comments, Freeholder
Ward said, “Government can be a per-
manent positive change if it is led by
people who care, people who under-
stand their role in our democracy and
people who truly believe in their respon-
sibilities in voters who elected them.”

Freeholder Estrada said, “We have
to remember we are not in this world
by ourselves. We rely on each other.
The decisions that other officials make
have an impact on our lives for the
better or for the worse.”

Courtesy of Vincent Lehotsky
HAPPIER  TIMES…Former County Manager Ann Baran is shown in 1997 upon
the announcement that Michael Lapolla, left, would succeed her. Mrs. Baran died
January 3 after a decade-and-a-half-long battle with breast cancer.

Dog Licenses Due By
Jan. 31 In Garwood

GARWOOD — Dog Licenses are
due during the month of January in the
Borough of Garwood. To obtain or
renew a license, residents should visit
the municipal clerk’s office at 403
South Avenue in Garwood, Monday
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Proof of rabies shot covering the
entire licensing year is necessary. Fees
for 2006 are $8.20 for spayed/neu-
tered dogs and $11.20 for non-spayed
and/or non-neutered dogs. Dogs must
be licensed by Tuesday, January 31
and all unlicensed dogs are subject to
fines issued by thepolice department.

For minformation, call (908) 789-0710.

SP Resident Named Director
At Trinitas Wound Care Ctr.
SCOTCH PLAINS — Trinitas

Hospital has announced that Nancy
Rager of Scotch Plains is the new
director of its Center for Wound Heal-
ing & Hyperbaric Medicine.

Ms. Rager has been a nurse for
more than 25 years in Union County,
specializing in the field of wound
care. While working within the long-
term care setting, she ultimately ob-
tained her certification in wound care
and also became a certified legal nurse
consultant. Ms. Rager recently joined
the Trinitas Hospital staff as a wound-
care nurse last May.

A native of Brooklyn and graduate
of Staten Island Community College,
she obtained her registered nurse cer-
tification and began her nursing career
in the emergency department of Vic-
tory Memorial Hospital in Brooklyn.

The Center for Wound Healing &
Hyperbaric Medicine specializes in
non-healing wounds – those that have
resisted healing after months and even
years of traditional treatment. The
vast majority of patients suffering
from pressure ulcers, venous ulcers
and trauma wounds are completely
healed in an average of just 50 days
due to such technologies as Hyper-
baric Oxygen Therapy, Graftskin liv-
ing skin device and wound-closure
technologies such as the Vacuum
Assisted Closure.

In 2005, the Center was named
“Center of the Year” by Praxis Clini-

cal Services, which provides man-
agement services for the develop-
ment, implementation and operation
of wound-healing centers, such as the
one at Trinitas, throughout the na-
tion, according to a hospital spokes-
person.
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Reader Questions
Letter on Poinsettias
Well, now I’ve heard it all. In your

January 5th edition of The (Westfield)
Leader, Patricia Quattrocchi, who is ap-
parently the permanent Republican can-
didate for Union County freeholder and
incredibly frequent complainer in letters
to the editor about every move made by
the freeholder board, is now complaining
about holiday poinsettias. I had to read
her letter twice to be sure it wasn’t just an
elaborate joke.

Ms. Quattrocchi, who apparently spent
the evening wandering the administra-
tion building counting flowerpots, did
some investigative work and found that
these flowers were supplied by a (gasp)
local florist. I wonder if this is how Jack
Abramoff got his start. I’m sure that if
there had been no flowers at all, Ms.
Quattrocchi would have complained that
the freeholders themselves were Scrooges.
And I suppose next week she’ll write a
letter about the county government is
wasting water on them. Perhaps it’s time
for her to find another hobby.

John Boyle
Westfield

Before I leave the Office of the Gover-
nor and return to the New Jersey Senate
full time, I want to thank you for the
confidence you have placed in me and for
your understanding and support.

When I took office in November of
2004, I was scared to death. I did not
know what to expect from the job or
myself. Or, for that matter, what to expect
from a public who had no clue who Dick
Codey was. I thought of my parents who
always gave me good advice. They told
me: “If you can keep your sense of humor,
stay humble, be true to your principles
and do what you think is best, you’ll come
out okay.” I hope my parents and their
parents can look down with some satis-
faction that I have at least partially re-paid
the huge debt the Codey clan owes this
state.

For me, I look back with dignity at the
time I served and take pride in our achieve-
ments. My administration took on some
pretty difficult tasks, we made some tough
choices, but in the end New Jersey is in
better shape than when we got here and
that is all we can ask.

I have told it like it is since the day I
took over, trusting the public with truth
and the options. The public can handle a
lot more straight talk than people think,
and they deserve more than they have
been given in the past.

We improved ethics in New Jersey
government by passing the toughest ban
on pay-to-play of any state, anywhere in

Talk of Anti-Semitism
Untrue, Undemocratic
In past years when I visited my family

in Westfield, the menorah was placed
directly in front of the Nativity scene,
thus obscuring it, which was disrespect-
ful. This year, I am pleased to see that it
was moved to the side. But why not have
the menorah in a separate place and avoid
all this bad feeling? To say comments
about this are anti-Semitic is untrue and
undemocratic.

What hope is there for the world if even
in a small town like Westfield, the com-
munity cannot reach a compromise?

Jeannie Lucas
Westfield

Siano Believes “What We Have Here
Is A Failure To Communicate”

Shoppers Should Not Park in Spaces
Designated for Pregnant Women

Separation of Church and State
Does Not Appear in Constitution

Thank You Citizens; I Vow to
Continue Fighting For NJ

America. We made ethics training man-
datory for every state worker, restored the
Office of the Public Advocate and created
the post of Inspector General. We banned
junk food and soda from schools and
persuaded the Giants and Jets to work
together to build a new stadium at no cost
to New Jersey taxpayers. We cut the New
Jersey budget more than anyone ever has
before and still found the money to ex-
pand health insurance for the working
poor, while finally raising a minimum
wage that has lagged behind that of our
neighboring states.

Our schools are safer, our budget more
responsible and our residents better off
than they were 13 months ago. We have
brought a new respect and compassion
for the concerns of individuals with men-
tal illness and have committed to, above
all else, governing in a different way.

I wish all the best to the people of New
Jersey. You have given me the opportu-
nity to accomplish so much, and you have
opened your hearts and minds to the mes-
sage my courageous wife, Mary Jo, has
delivered on the stigma of mental illness
and postpartum depression. May we never
again pretend the issues of mental illness
do not exist in our society.

As I move forward in my public service
career, I will continue to fight for what I
believe to be right for the Garden State, its
present, its future and its people. Thank
you for standing by me as I served as your
governor – it was an honor and a blessing.

I write in response to Aaron Turnof’s
letter to the editor (“Destruction of Con-
stitutional Right; The Separation of
Church and State”) that appeared in last
week’s edition of The Westfield Leader.
In his letter, Mr. Turnof expressed his
“outrage” over the nativity scene that
appears in front of the Westfield train
station and bemoaned “the destruction of
our constitutional right of the separation
of church and state.”

Unfortunately for Mr. Turnof, the text
of the U.S. Constitution provides for no
such right. Instead, the First Amendment
actually states that: “Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” At the time of the adoption of
the Bill of Rights, an “established reli-
gion” generally was one that was able
(with the assistance of government) to
require official assent to promulgated
creed or doctrine, to collect taxes in sup-
port of that religion, and to require atten-

dance at worship services. Clearly, the
Westfield nativity scene does not threaten
an “establishment of religion” within the
proper historical meaning of that phrase.

The source for the phrase “separation of
church and state” is not the U.S. Constitu-
tion or an Act of Congress but an 1802
private letter from Thomas Jefferson to the
Danbury Baptist Association of Connecti-
cut. It is also important to note that Jefferson
did not attend the Constitutional Conven-
tion nor did he take part in the ratification
debates. Despite these facts, politicized
courts have decided to take Jefferson’s
views on this subject as dispositive and
have generally supported efforts to ex-
clude religion from the public square.
Hopefully, judges will soon stop using
arcane and irrelevant historical references
and “penumbras” to implement their own
policy preferences and will return to their
proper role as interpreters of law.

John Schwartz
Westfield

On New Year’s Eve, I had the unfortu-
nate need to do my food shopping. Our
family does all their food shopping at the
Garwood Shop Rite and for those of you
that shop there, you can understand how
busy they are on any holiday weekend. I
am five weeks away from giving birth to
my third child and luckily for me Shop
Rite is gracious enough to provide two
parking spaces specifically for women
carrying an extra person in our bellies,
many times with other small ones in tow.

I pulled into the people crazed parking
lot and over to the “expectant mothers”
spots only to find a man sitting in one spot
drinking coffee with his car running. I
decided to get out of my car and politely
knock on the man’s window and ask him
to vacate the spot. He said something to
me with his window up that I did not hear
and assuming that he was going to be
courteous enough to move, I got back in
my car and waited. He sat in his car and
continued to drink his coffee. I got back
out of my car and again knocked on his
window, parted my coat to show just how
pregnant that I am and pointed to the sign.

He rolled down his window and told
me to park in a handicap spot! I told him
that I am not handicapped and these are
the spots that Shop Rite provides for
pregnant women. He then said to me that
he was waiting for his wife and asked me,
“What if my wife is in there shopping and
she is pregnant?” Mind you that this man
was well into retirement age. I suppose he
could have had a pregnant wife shopping,

but I told him that I don’t think that this is
what Shop Rite had in mind and asked
him to wait for his wife somewhere else.
He begrudgingly moved. When my sister
was pregnant she had a similar experi-
ence at this location. Knowing the non-
pregnant person was in the store, she went
to the store manager who made an an-
nouncement over the PA system kindly
asking that customers leave these two
spots available for pregnant women. Upon
leaving the store the same car was still
parked in the expectant mothers spot.

Unfortunately, I feel compelled to tell
this story because this is only the fourth
time in three pregnancies that I have been
able to park in the designated spots. I
believe there are many women that have
been pregnant since that Shop Rite was
built and would like to use those spots. I
certainly do not want to imply that only
men are the inconsiderate ones here. Oth-
ers have reported to me that they have
seen many women getting out of their
cars from those spots sporting “belly
shirts” or are well beyond their childbear-
ing years.

Hopefully my little story of New Year’s
inconsideration will ring home and the
next time someone thinks about parking
in the Shop Rite “Expectant Mother’s”
spot, or any special condition spot, they
will change their mind and give us
momma’s the break that Shop Rite and
other merchants are trying to give us!

Jacquie Urbano
Westfield

It seems that rather more heat than light
was shed on the question of the placement
of the menorah (near and in front of the
crèche) that I raised. The letter writers
who responded to my questions last week
and two weeks ago seem to have been
quite offended that this question could be
raised and imputed to me quite incorrect
motives and views.

I never questioned the presence of the
menorah; I questioned its placement, quite
a different thing. More to the point, I
questioned, “Did the two groups who
placed these important symbols of their
faith consult one another and agree on the
placement?” No letter writer (or caller, or
reporter) deigned to address this.

And I did not say, contrary to the letters
of Pamela Musat and of Jeffrey Laderman,
that the menorah “blocked” anything. Seen
from the side, it is, after all, quite thin.

The characterization of my nine que-
ries as a “tirade” by the headline writer of
the Westfield Leader, as an “epistle” and
a “poisonous little manifesto” “unfit for
publication,” and “ugly and mindless,”
by Robert Ratner, as anti-Semitic by Len
Berman and exposing a “Menorah Con-
spiracy” as suggested by Martin Silverman
are all quite over the top. Blinded by rage,
prose, as well as reason, comes up a little
short.

Three of the seven letters (Silverman,
Berman and Turnof) suggest that the Christ-
mas symbols be removed from public places
in Westfield, a far more radical solution
than anything suggested by my naive little
questions. Is there a war on Christmas? Mr.
Berman, who castigates me for “asking
other Westfield Christians to support me in
my tirade against the menorah” (I did no
such thing), expressed the hope “that those
who agree with him are few in number.”
Judging by the number of calls from strang-
ers to me expressing their support, his hope
is quite unrealized.

What we have here is a failure to com-

municate, I think. But the failure is not so
much between me and the seven other
letter writers but rather among the leaders
of the Westfield religious community who
have failed in their duty to promote mu-
tual respect between the congregations.

Donald Siano
Westfield

Police, Fire and Rescue
Make Santa Run a Joy

A sincere and heartfelt thank you to the
Fanwood Fire Department, Fanwood
Police Department and Fanwood Rescue
Squad members who helped make the
annual Santa Run such a delight.

The looks of wonder on the children’s
faces as Santa hopped off the fire truck
and gave them their presents was magi-
cal. The hours of hard work that went into
the event are certainly appreciated. The
Santa Run is one of the things that help
make Fanwood a special community.

The Ryan and McCallion Families
Fanwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tol – To take away
2. Icteritious – Having yellow skin due

to jaundice
3. Casings – Cattle manure dried and

used as fuel
4. Casefy – To make or become

cheeselike

TAUPE
1. A dark, brownish gray
2. Roily; muddy; filthy
3. Tapering to a point
4. Reluctant; unwilling

TACHYDROMIAN
1. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less snail
2. A water wheel, consisting of two

tapering shells, one within the other
3. Any of a family of wading birds

related to the plovers
4. The single-humped camel

HARBOROUGH
1. A lodging or inn
2. A loading dock
3. A city or town located adjacent to an

ocean, bay or large body of water
4. Town government building; city hall

SANNUP
1. A pleasant stroll
2. A hammock
3. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
4. A male American Indian who is

married

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Do the Laws, Legislation and
Courts Require a Harsh Spotlight?
Mr. Craig Nowlin’s letter on page 5 triggers thoughts

on legislation and how the law works in our land. Mr.
Nowlin is a member of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (SP-F BOE). He ponders how to
deal with the plethora of laws in existence, including
those pending. He alludes to the concept that laws
involving education seem boundless. He cites con-
versations with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and his
writings on the subject. Mr. Nowlin calls for rectifi-
cation.

Mr. Bramnick tells striking tales about how things
happen (or don’t happen) in Trenton. It seems that
those on the assembly floor often have little input.
The majority leader, the minority leader, assistant
leaders and whips orchestrate what comes to the
assembly floor. Mr. Bramnick, in his good-natured
way, says that now that he is assistant minority whip,
at least he has “a seat at the table.”

Mr. Nowlin and the SP-F BOE no doubt are bur-
dened by negotiations on the teachers’ contract. This
can be a monumental task for volunteers who have
pledged to serve the interests of the community and
our local teachers, while being pitted against om-
nipotent pressure from the NJEA – the teachers
union. Even many teachers shun the NJEA as an
organization too powerful that seems to represent not
the members, but more the interests of perpetuating
supremacy of the union leadership. Of course, few
teachers or politicians will say this in public for fear
of being ostracized.

Also on Page 5 is a press release from Assembly
Deputy Majority Leader Neil Cohen of Union about
bill A-2512, now to become law, that will “lift the veil
of immunity that shields religious institutions and
other non-profit organizations from civil liability
when their members or employees exploit their po-
sitions to molest children. This is not about punish-
ing charitable organizations; this is about protecting
victims of abuse and assault, and providing access to
justice.”

Who could refute such a rightful call as made by
Mr. Cohen? But then it comes to mind, “how could
this not already be a crime and why is another law
needed?” The answer seems to be in the difference
between criminal law and civil law – and that civil
law now seems to be overwhelming criminal law as
being applied in our society.

Since there’s no money in criminal law, is it now
waning? There’s big money in civil law. Is it, then,
the reason that legislation such as the above by Mr.
Cohen seems merely to be expanding the litigate
market? But what does this say about justice? And
what does this say about an even a more remote
concept – about right and wrong?

Admittedly, one must avoid espousing expertise in
such matters in view of the many legal scholars in our
community. Fortunately, most of them relish and

encourage a layman’s discourse – or at least tolerate
it. Judge Jack Boyle patiently smiles when such
conversations arise. With that disclaimer, the subject
can be broached.

In criminal law, one can be fined and/or go to jail.
The state pays the prosecuting attorney and perhaps
even the defending attorney. In civil law, one must
pay for one’s attorney and only money changes hands
– no one goes to jail. Attorneys on civil suits tradi-
tionally work for “a percentage of the take” – usually
about one third. Awards are now growing to millions
of dollars.

In criminal law, there is a “presumption of inno-
cence” and it requires establishment of guilt “beyond
a reasonable doubt.” In civil law, it’s not the case –
just “a preponderance of the evidence” of which the
standards are lowered, even permitting hearsay, and
there are only cash awards.

Perhaps not mainstream or even scholarly, Wendy
McElroy of independent.org wrote an essay in August
of 2004 entitled “Criminal versus Civil Remedies for
Intentional Wrongs.” In the article, she writes, “On
October 3, 1995, O.J. Simpson was found not guilty of
murder by a jury in criminal court. On February 4,
1997, a civil jury found him liable for the death of
Ronald Goldman and awarded $8.5 million in com-
pensatory damages to Goldman’s family.

“For many people, the Simpson saga was their first
exposure to the fact that both criminal and civil courts
can be used to address the same offense and that the
two proceedings can reach dramatically different
conclusions.

“The proper purposes of civil law are generally
stated as compensation for actual damages suffered
by the victim and, in cases of intentional wrongs,
where both compensatory and punitive damages are
recoverable, compensation and deterrence.”

She writes that the standards of evidence in civil
court are lower because the risk is “only of losing
money.” Further, as evidenced in the Kobe Bryant
case, “there is a danger that civil procedures may start
to substitute for criminal ones…In short, the public
perception that a verdict of civil liability is equivalent
to criminal guilt could ruin a person’s life.”

Ms. McElroy concludes, “The increased use of civil
courts to address what have been traditionally consid-
ered criminal matters may well lead to a reevaluation of
civil procedures. Until then, whatever flaws exist in the
two competing systems of justice along which Ameri-
can society has been organized are likely to be high-
lighted by a harsh spotlight. Perhaps this is a good
thing.”

We agree with Mr. Nowlin’s concerns, appreciate
Mr. Bramnick’s jocular enlightenment, savor Judge
Boyle’s patience and recognize Mr. Cohen’s good
intentions. To Ms. McElroy, we say, “this is our harsh
spotlight.”

Resolution for New Year: Make
Donations to SP-F Food Pantry

Here is a resolution for the new year we
hope everyone in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will adopt: regularly make do-
nations to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Food Pantry.

Since Labor Day, when Neighbor-to-
Neighbor (NTN) began providing collec-
tion bins at the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
public libraries, donations to the local
food pantry have increased dramatically.
This letter is to thank all who contributed
to the program’s success and to encour-
age everyone living in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to join us in trying to make 2006
a better year for our neighbors in need.

Charity begins at home. When you
plan where you will make your donations
this year, please put the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Food Pantry on your list. NTN
makes it easy for you. Just place your
contribution of non-perishable foods, gro-
ceries, cleaning products, paper goods
and toiletries in the marked collection
bins inside the local libraries. NTN then
collects and transports these items to the
local food pantry every week.

Now is a great time to painlessly begin.
Take advantage of the January warehouse
and “can can” sales at area supermarkets
and share your bounty with the food pan-
try. For example, if you buy four gallons
of laundry detergent for $5, donate one, or
if you buy 12 cans of vegetables for

$3.48, give two to the food pantry. Both
the food pantry and you will come out
ahead, and you can feel good about help-
ing out someone who needs it.

NTN will continue to help the food
pantry as long as the community supports
it. Remember, all donations to the SP-F
Food Pantry go directly to the needy.
Nothing is wasted. NTN volunteers its
time. No one gets paid. How many orga-
nizations can make that pledge?

Thank you again to all who have helped
make NTN a success. We are counting on
all of you for support.

Gary Herzberg
Scotch Plains

Town Thanked for
Crèche and Menorah
I would like to thank Mayor Skibitsky,

the town council members and town ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea for displaying the
crèche and Menorah to celebrate Christ-
mas and Hanukkah.

The sponsorship of the crèche by the
Westfield Council of the Knights of Co-
lumbus and St. Helen’s church is greatly
appreciated.

Happy New Year.

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Burney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing Contest
You are cordially invited to enter the newspaper’s creative writing contest. It is open to anyone and there is no
entry fee. Entries (700 to 1200 words) must be received by March 1. Winning entries will be published this

spring in the 34th annual edition of This Is Westfield. In the spirit of creative writing,
entries may be of past, present or future; history, commentary, sports, art, humor,
science fiction, essay, mystery, instructive, illustrative or novelette. In some fashion,
there must be a tie to Westfield or surrounding community. Detail rules will be posted
on www.goleader.com by January 15. Judging criteria will include format (spelling and
grammar), creativity (ideas, impact and approach), tightness (clarity, structure) and
depth. Have fun.
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YOU THERE.

Visit UCC online at www.ucc.edu

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

for a Degree?
� Choose from Over 90 Programs of Study or

English as a Second Language (ESL)
� Spring ‘06 Semester begins January 19

(Register until January 24)
� Spring ‘06 Late Start classes begin February 2
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights 

or weekends
� Transfer as a Junior to prestigious 4-year

colleges or Universities
� Only $78 per credit

(Union County residents)
� Learn from home with

Online Courses or
Telecourses

YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
FOR INFORMATION CALL 908-709-7518 OR

�

Driving

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 67th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

• Attorneys • Physicians Offices

• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Should WF Police be Invading Homes
To Break Up Parties By Young People?

Letters to the Editor

I wrote The Westfield Leader last spring
about constitutional protections, legal in-
terpretations and police responsibilities
in the context of warrantless searches of
automobiles—a practice that seemed to
have become rather commonplace in
Westfield, with young people most often
targeted.

Since then there have been a number of
very visible and well-reported develop-
ments that have confirmed my sense that
something was off-kilter in the Westfield
Police Department. While the officers
themselves seem to be professional and
diligent people, the leadership, activities
and policies of the department have been
troubling to some of us— “crack downs”
on kids who have the audacity to gather in
their own town, background checks on
local citizens and license-plate tracking
of teenagers at parties, to give a few
examples.

The former police chief is gone and has
been recently replaced. Certain of the
issues have been aired publicly. These
developments seemed to be positive signs
that the negative and arguably over-the-
top “enforcement culture,” in a commu-
nity that hardly qualifies as troubled, might
be coming to an end.

Then I read The Star Ledger, with the
mini-headline for Westfield: “Police ar-
rest 7 at house party.” Apparently, there
was a holiday party attended by a number
of young people at a home in Westfield.
Five adults and two juveniles were ar-
rested, charged and released on sum-
monses for various serious offenses.
People were publicly named. The news
blurb contained a few choice descrip-
tions, presumably taken from the police
blotter:

“Police allegedly saw several people
outside the dwelling, with the smell of
burnt marijuana lingering in the air. When
they saw police, many tried to run into the

back yard of the residence and into the
home. In the back yard, police saw indi-
viduals through the window whom they
knew to be underage and consuming al-
cohol, police said.”

Now, none of us want our children to
grow up too fast or to do things that are not
good for them. And the only facts I have
are those reported in the newspaper. But
the background of prior concern and the
facts as reported justify raising some tough
questions: do we as a community really
want our police force invading homes and
arresting young people at a party? Do we
want a police department that pursues
warrantless intrusion into a private home
and searches and arrests our kids while
getting around constitutional rights to
privacy and the right to be free from
unlawful search and seizure by deftly
invoking the technically acceptable “plain
smell” and “plain view” exceptions to the
warrant requirement (peering into the
windows of a private home!)? There’s no
doubt this department has trained its of-
ficers very well on how to justify warrant-
less search from a technical, legal per-
spective. But how destructive and cynical
is this approach? At what point does the
desire to keep an orderly community go
too far? What happened to “keep the
noise down,” “take it inside” or even
“break up the party” — instructions po-
lice were inclined to limit themselves to
in more reasonable times?

With new leadership in the police de-
partment and in town government, there
is an opportunity to reassess these prac-
tices and attitudes that seem to have sprung
to the fore in recent years. Discretion,
good judgment and restraint are qualities
every good police force must possess,
and citizens have the right to insist upon
it.

Christopher FitzPatrick
Westfield

HORTICULTURE LESSON…On December 1, John Bowman, a horticulturist
from Home Depot in Garwood, taught Rake and Hoe Garden Club Juniors about
succulents and how to prepare a dish garden for the State Garden Club Show in
February. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Julia Ross, Annie Resnikoff,
Elise Morano, Naomi Tortorello and Amanda Womelsdorf, and back row, Susan
D’Arecca, a Rake and Hoe member and Julia’s grandmother, Mr. Bowman and
club leader Alice Cowell. Anyone with a son or daughter interested in joining the
Rake and Hoe Juniors is asked to call Pam Kolb at (908) 233-3596.

Sen. Kean Garners
Aspen-Rodel Fellowship

How Can Lawmakers Vote On Bills
Without Proper Time For Review?

In a conversation with a legal represen-
tative working for the New Jersey School
Boards Association, I was told that the
NJSBA has about 10,000 potential pieces
of legislation under review having to do
with education! I was astounded. Not all
of this material made it to the legislative
floor, but it had to be reviewed and an
opinion was rendered.

After sitting with the enormity of
this – potentially several hundred
pieces of new legislation every week –
it hit me – this was only legislation
dealing with education! What about
everything else; transportation, crime,
environment, etc?

How can our legislators possibly read,
contemplate, discuss the issue with their
constituents and then be able to vote on
every piece of legislation that comes be-
fore them? They can’t!

The result is what we now have –
legislators over-reliant on aides, lobby-
ists and special interest groups telling
them how to vote. And, of course, they
have the party leadership telling them
how to vote.

I had a similar conversation about this
with Asm. Jon Bramnick a while back. He
has written a couple of articles urging
public support for procedural changes
needed to gain control of this monstros-
ity. I support those efforts.

It is difficult for me to read all the
information I am given each week,
merely as a board of education member,
regarding our school districts. I can’t
imagine how anyone could review and
be ready to vote on “between 30 and 50
new bills only four days before the vote,”
as Asm Bramnick states in his recent
article. These jobs are not supposed to be
full time.

We need our legislators to focus on the
critical issues facing this state, debate
them and render independent votes. With
thousands of pieces of legislation, how
can they focus on those that are really
important?

I hope Asm. Bramnick can make seri-
ous strides toward fixing this problem.

Craig Nowlin
Scotch Plains

Reader Commends Democrats for
Questioning Appointment Process

I read with considerable interest last
week’s newspaper report of the town coun-
cil re-organization meeting. I must com-
mend Councilmen Haas and Bigosinski
for questioning the appointment process
for various boards and municipal em-
ployees, in particular town attorney Rob-
ert Cockren. It is about time. While both
councilmen avoided personal attacks on
the qualifications of those appointed and
questioned only the process, I question
both the qualifications and the process.

Reviewing the membership roster of the
Westfield Town Republican Committee, I
expected to see the names of Tom Kean
and Jon Bramnick, as well as names of
Republican town council members, but
was stunned to see the name of Robert
Cockren. I have since learned that not only
is Mr. Cockren a member of the Westfield
Town Republican Committee, but he was
its chairman until relinquishing that posi-
tion upon his appointment as the town
attorney. Mr. Cockren is currently also an
officer of the Union County GOP and is a
New Jersey state committee member.

It is clear from the council sessions I
have attended that Mr. Cockren does not
conduct himself as the town attorney but,
rather, as a de facto council member. This
was particularly clear during discussions
related to the defeated redevelopment
project. Mr. Cockren freely asked ques-
tions and made unsolicited comments
clearly outside the scope of his employ-
ment. Indeed, Mr. Cockren portrayed him-
self as the developer’s devoted advocate,
not the town’s. If Mr. Cockren wants to
ask questions or express his non-legal
opinion during a council session, let him
get in line during the public comment
section of the meeting.

If Mr. Cockren wants to run for council
in his ward, or run for mayor, that is fine,
but he cannot play a leadership role on our
town under the guise of town attorney,
and a well-paid one at that. While Mayor
Skibitsky has recently silenced Mr.
Cockren’s inappropriate participation, it
must be assumed that such participation
is still going on behind the scenes.

Mr. Cockren is not qualified to act as
town attorney because he is unable to act
in a non-partisan way. He is not satisfied
with giving a legal opinion but wants a

part in running the town. This position
needs and should be filled by an inter-
ested non-partisan attorney that is the
most highly qualified, not the most highly
qualified attorney member of the
Westfield Town Republican Committee.

When I voted in last year’s Republican
primary (yes, I am a registered Republi-
can), I noticed that both candidates for
Republican committee member were run-
ning unopposed. This did not surprise me,
since the local Republican Party considers
itself an elite circle of insiders that are hand
chosen not by the Republican electorate
during an election, but by each other.

Vacancies exist not because there is no
interest from Republicans, but because this
group cannot find close enough friends,
relatives or cronies to fill the positions.
Perhaps this too counts for the large number
of married couples, including the Bramnicks
and Skibitskys, filling membership posi-
tions (at least seven of the 25 districts are
represented by married couples).

From what I have seen, appointments are
not made based on merits but, rather, on the
basis of who is in the Republican inner
circle. It is fine if qualified Republicans are
appointed, as long as there is an application
process and the candidate’s qualifications
evaluated on the merits, not on the basis of
party affiliation. This is particularly true of
appointed Republican Committee mem-
bers, particularly paid ones, such as Robert
Cockren as town attorney and Michael
Panagos as public defender. The same is
true for appointments to the board of adjust-
ment and planning board.

It is disheartening to know that shortly
after Councilman Ciarrocca was elected,
his sister was appointed to the board of
adjustment. Mayor Skibitsky has now
appointed her to the planning board. There
are many well-qualified and deserving
residents desirous of serving this town.
Existing vacancies in the board of adjust-
ment and planning board need to be ad-
vertised and applications formally solic-
ited from the residents of Westfield, and
appointments need to be made solely on
the basis of their qualifications and the
content of their written application sub-
mitted for this process.

Cynthia Foulke
Westfield

WESTFIELD — State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) recently
participated in the first of five semi-
nars as a member of the inaugural
class of the Aspen-Rodel Fellowship
in Public Leadership. Following an
eight-month search involving input
from more than 1,400 business, po-
litical and civic leaders, the Aspen
Institute selected Senator Kean, along
with 23 other publicly elected city,
state and federal officials throughout
the United States to participate.

“Every one of these leaders has a
reputation for intelligence, thought-
fulness and the ability to work across
the aisle with people of differing view-
points,” said former Congressman
Mickey Edwards, director of the new
program. “The goal is to move be-

Religious Groups Can Now
Face Suits From Sex Abuse

yond partisan considerations and re-
focus attention on the real basics of
democratic government.”

“I am truly honored that the Aspen
Institute has recognized my work in the
New Jersey Legislature and has selected
me for this award,” said Senator Kean.
“It is a wonderful opportunity and I look
forward to discussing some of the perti-
nent issues facing New Jersey and the
federal government with various leaders
from across the country.”

The 24-month program consists of
three weekend-long seminars in the
United States and two week-long semi-
nars in China and the Middle East.
Participants will study and discuss a
broad range of questions concerning
public leadership and the values and
principles of western democracy.

TRENTON – Acting Governor Ri-
chard Codey has signed legislation
sponsored by Assemblyman Neil
Cohen (LD-20, Union) to modify a
1958 state law that insulates chari-
table organizations from lawsuits aris-
ing from sexual abuse cases.

Assembly Deputy Majority Leader
Mr. Cohen said the bill (A-2512)
would lift the veil of immunity that
shields religious institutions and other
non-profit organizations from civil

liability when their members or em-
ployees exploit their positions to
molest children.

New Jersey’s Charitable Immunity
Act is one of only three such state
laws in the country that limit civil
actions against religious organizations
and charitable organizations.

“This legislative initiative is aimed
at providing justice for abuse vic-
tims,” said Cohen. “This is not about
punishing charitable organizations;
this is about protecting victims of
abuse and assault and providing ac-
cess to justice.”

While the bill will address con-
cerns raised in the wake of a nation-
wide sexual abuse scandal involving
clergy from a variety of religious
institutions, it does not single out
clergy; it will apply to adults involved
in organizations as varied as the Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts and Little League.

“When the victim is a child, there
should be no sanctum of refuge —
regardless of whether the accused is a
popular coach or a revered spiritual
figure,” Assemblyman Cohen said.

The bill will amend the Charitable
Immunity Act to clarify that immunity
provisions will no longer apply in sexual
abuse cases. The act will be further
amended to make it inapplicable in
cases where it is alleged that the negli-
gent hiring and supervision of an agent
or servant resulted in sexual abuse be-
ing committed against a person who
was a beneficiary of the organization.

“What has happened is the non-
profits — including religious institu-
tions — have hidden behind the leg-
islatively created charitable immu-
nity law in an attempt to insulate
themselves and avoid accountability
for the actions of their employees and
members,” Assemblyman Cohen said.

Sen. Kean to Speak
Before Union ELC

UNION — The Union County Em-
ployer Legislative Committee (ELC)
will host State Senator and U.S. Sen-
ate candidate Tom Kean, Jr. on Wednes-
day, January 18, at The Galloping Hill
Inn, 325 Chestnut Street, Union.

Senator Kean (LD 21, Westfield)
served in the Assembly starting in
2001 until he moved up to the Senate
in 2003. He is currently the minority
whip. His committee assignments
include Budget and Appropriations;
Health, Human Services and Senior
Citizens; and the Joint Committee on
the Public Schools.

Senator Kean is seeking the United
States Senate seat being vacated this
month by Governor-Elect Jon Corzine.

The meeting will begin with net-
working at 8 followed by the ELC
meeting at 8:30 a.m. A continental
breakfast will be served.

For more information or to reserve
a spot, contact the ELC at (908) 598-
2532 or e-mail
union.elc@organizationresources.org.
The organization, which is affiliated
with the New Jersey Business and
Industry Association, is located at 34
Ridgedale Avenue in Summit.

MATTRESS FACTORY

MOVES TO FANWOOD
     The Mattress Factory, formerly of
Garwood, has officially opened for
business at 35 South Avenue in
Fanwood.  The Mattress Factory has
been owned and operated by the
Shovlin family of Westfield for
almost 20 years.  The new and
improved location includes a
beautiful new showroom and an
efficient factory.
     The Mattress Factory is a new
member of the Fanwood Business
and Professional Association and is
involved in many local charities.  In
addition to annually sponsoring one
of the local PBA Charity Golf
Outings, they also donate to St.
Helen’s Helping Hands and Hearts,
The Center for Hope Hospice, the
local Knights of Columbus, and
many other additional charities.
     The Mattress Factory produces
their own line of high-end bedding
and they are excited to showcase

their newest development, a product
that they feel is superior to sleep
systems currently available on the
retail market.  All products are
handcrafted at the South Avenue
location.  In addition, they offer a
wide selection of name brand beds
including Wesley Allen, as well as a
variety of futons and daybeds.
     At the Mattress Factory, you can
buy your handmade mattress, made
to order, in any size, shape, and
firmness.  Their prices beat the name
brands and their service has the
disappearing feel of a family owned
business.
     You can visit the Mattress
Factory at 35 South Avenue in
Fanwood or at their other location,
319 Route 10 East in Hanover.  You
can also visit their website at
www.mattressfac.com.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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MR. AND MRS. JEFFREY JOSEPH KNIGHT
(She is the former Ms. Diana Lynn Richards)

Ms. Diana Lynn Richards
Weds Jeffrey Joseph Knight
Ms. Diana Lynn Richards, the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
Richards of Westfield, was married
on Friday, July 29, to Jeffrey Joseph
Knight. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Knight of Cranford.

The Reverend Christina McCormick
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield and the Reverend Lawrence
Fama of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield officiated at the
afternoon nuptials, which took place
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. A reception followed at the
Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a handmade diamond
white silk strapless gown that she
designed with the help of her mother
and maid of honor.

The bodice featured a bow around
the waist, with several smaller bows
placed down the back of the A-line
skirt. The bottom of the dress was
adorned with two white satin rib-
bons. A cathedral-length veil
complemented the bride’s dress, and
she carried a bouquet of stephanotis.

Ms. Nicole DeSantis of Hoboken,
formerly of Westfield, a friend of
the bride, was the maid of honor.
The bride’s cousin, Ms. Jill
Tonnesen of Kansas City, Mo., was
the matron of honor. Ms. Rachael
Rzemieniewski of New York City,
Ms. Jill Knight and Mrs. Kayt
Williamson, both of Hoboken,
served as bridal attendants.

The honor attendants wore short,

strapless, green J. Crew dresses with
pink bows to complement the other
bridal attendants’ pink dresses. They
carried bouquets of pink hydrangeas,
white Gerbera daisies and green ber-
ries that were hand tied with pink and
green plaid ribbon.

Kevin Knight of Hoboken was his
brother’s best man. The groomsmen
included Steve Richards and Dave
Richards, both of Westfield; Garr
Stevenson of San Diego, Calif. and
Christopher Kaplan of Chester.

A 1997 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education from
Pennsylvania State University. She
is employed as an elementary special
education teacher at Bayberry El-
ementary School in Watchung and is
completing her master’s degree in
special education.

The bridegroom, a 1992 graduate
of Cranford High School, received a
bachelor’s degree in history from the
University of Richmond in Virginia.
He also earned a master’s degree in
education from Saint Peter’s Col-
lege. Mr. Knight is a social studies
teacher at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner, and the
bride was honored at a shower given
by her bridal attendants at the home
of Mrs. Jayme DeSantis in Westfield.

Following a wedding trip to Costa
Rica, the couple resides in New Provi-
dence.

MR. AND MRS. ALEXANDER STOTLER
(She is the former Miss Katherine Lippmann)

Miss Katherine Lippmann
Weds Alexander Stotler

Miss Katherine Lippmann of
Hillsborough, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Gerard Lippmann, was mar-
ried on Saturday, August 13, to
Alexander Stotler of Westfield. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Stotler.

The afternoon ceremony was per-
formed by Deacon Martin Mulroy at
Kirkpatrick Chapel at Rutgers Uni-
versity in New Brunswick. A recep-
tion followed at the Plainfield Coun-
try Club in Edison.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory strapless A-line
gown with a long, detachable train.
The bodice was adorned with an in-
tricate pearl design. She also wore a
cathedral-length veil as well as a short-
ened veil with pearl accents and satin
trim, and carried a bouquet of red
roses. The bride’s attire was comple-
mented by pearl earrings, necklace
and ring (gifts from the bridegroom)
and a pearl bracelet borrowed from
her mother-in-law.

Miss Stefanie Sapala of Hoboken,
formerly of Hillsborough, the bride’s
best friend, was maid of honor. The
other attendants included Mrs. Anne
Guard of Highland Park and Miss
Deja Zazzarino of New York City,
friends of the bride, along with Miss
Abigail Stotler of New York City and
Mrs. Melinda Scotti of Chester, both
sisters of the bridegroom and origi-
nally from Westfield. All wore red
satin, floor-length dresses with a v-
neck and thin straps and carried
mixed bouquets.

Miss Kendall Scotti and Miss
Victoria Scotti of Chester, the nieces
of the bridegroom, were flower girls.
They wore ivory satin dresses with
red satin bows.

Richard Guard of Highland Park, a
friend of the bridegroom and origi-
nally from Westfield, was the best
man. Serving as groomsmen were
Nicholas Callelo of Vail, Colo., origi-
nally from Scotch Plains, a friend of
the bridegroom; Ryan Stotler of New
York City, a cousin of the bridegroom
and originally from Westfield; Jeff
Scotti of Chester, originally from
Cranford, the bridegroom’s brother-
in-law, and Avi Horev of New York
City, a friend of the bridegroom and
originally from Scotch Plains. The
best man and groomsmen all wore

black tuxedos with black bowties.
The bride is a graduate of

Hillsborough High School and
Rutgers College, and received her
Masters of Education from the
Rutgers Graduate School of Educa-
tion in New Brunswick. She is a
French teacher at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains and is working on a
Masters of Educational Leadership at
the College of Saint Elizabeth in Con-
vent Station.

The bridegroom is a graduate of
Westfield High School and Union
County College. He attended Rutgers
University before becoming a pro-
fessional chef, and now is the Chef de
Cuisine at Restaurant David Drake in
Rahway.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner the night
before the wedding at La Catena in
Somerville.

Following a wedding trip to San
Francisco, California’s Napa Valley
wine country and Oahu, Hawaii, the
couple resides in Cranford.

Recycling Assoc. Donations
To Aid Borough Resources

FANWOOD – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Associa-
tion has announced its donations to
various local beneficiaries – funds
that will support projects which are
usually “non-funded” and depen-
dent on other sources of income.

These donations include $1,000
for the Fanwood Department of Pub-
lic Works toward purchase of a line
marker; $600 for the Fanwood Res-
cue Squad for new backboards, and
$500 to the Borough of Fanwood
toward the cost of a new sign at the
entrance to Borough Hall.

Additionally, a $405 donation was
made to Cable Channel 35 toward
the cost of a new editing VCR, and
$350 was given to the Fanwood Po-
lice Department for use in the Citi-
zens Emergency Response Team
(CERT) program.

Donations given by the associa-
tion are made possible through the
sales of recyclable materials brought
to the Fanwood Recycling Center,
according to association President
Robert Sommerich. The center is
located next to Quick Chek on North
Avenue in Fanwood.

Fanwood is the only municipality
in Union County that is completely
dependent on a recycling center to
handle collection of its recyclable
materials, Mr. Sommerich said.

The association’s operation of the
center saves the borough the cost of
curbside recyclable pickup. Some
20 volunteer non-profit groups from

Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield
and Plainfield, who form the asso-
ciation and work at the center each
Saturday, cover most labor costs.

Payment to the groups for Satur-
days worked amounts to $15,600 per
year, most of which is spent locally,
benefiting the municipalities.

Residents of neighboring commu-
nities are invited to bring their recy-
clable materials to the recycling cen-
ter. Aluminum cans, old newspaper,
mixed paper and boxes such as cor-
rugated or shoeboxes are especially
welcome, in addition to glass and
plastic bottles and jars, tin cans, old
household batteries, miscellaneous
aluminum products and used motor
oil.

The recycling center is open
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. There is limited help
on Wednesdays, but volunteers are
available Saturdays to assist those
bringing material.

Junior Women Request
Children’s Clothing

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jun-
ior Woman’s Club will hold a
children’s clothing drive from Mon-
day through Friday, January 16 to 20,
at the Westfield Memorial Library.

Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center and Cherished Creations, a
Berkeley Heights charity, will ben-
efit from the donations. The club is
asking for baby blankets as well as
infant, toddler and children’s cloth-
ing through size 10.

Clothing items will be collected in
the lobby of the library, located at 550
East Broad Street, during regular
hours of operation.

Dietician to Spotlight
Fitness For New Year
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-

day, January 18, the Scotch Plains
Public Library will hold its first
monthly medical program of 2006 at
7 p.m., entitled “New Year, new you!!
Fitness and Nutrition.”

Registered Dietician Diane Weeks
will be the speaker for the program,
during which participants will learn
ways to boost their metabolism and
receive fitness tips to get slim.

This program is free and open to
all. Light refreshments will be of-
fered. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

For more information or directions,
please call the library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or visit the
library’s website at www.scotlib.org.

Local Woman Among
Sweepstakes Winners
WESTFIELD – Carolyn Fromm of

Westfield recently was named one of
the winners in the 3M Scotch® brand
$75,000 Scholarship Sweepstakes.

A total of 75 $1,000 scholarships
were awarded in honor of the Scotch
brand’s 75th anniversary.

The intended use of the scholar-
ship award is for an educational pur-
pose of the winner’s choice. Ms.
Fromm plans to use the award to set
up an educational fund for her chil-
dren.

Other reported plans from winners
across the country include tuition as-
sistance for college, book purchases
for students, savings plans and con-
tinuing education courses.

There are plans to repeat and ex-
pand the event in 2006. For more in-
formation on the Scotch brand anni-
versary, please visit ScotchBrand.com.

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC

Criminal Defense - Federal & State

Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Robert G. Stahl

Christopher M. Farella

Korey Kerscher Sarokin

220 St. Paul Street,

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com stahlesq@bellatlantic.net
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Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+.
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers.
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas.
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available.

We are entering our 54th year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!

(908) 233 - 9570

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration
Begins Jan. 30th, 2006.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Two PACE Programs
To Begin Next Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, in partnership with the
Arthritis Foundation, will begin an
eight-week PACE exercise program
open to the entire community.

Two PACE programs will be held
once a week. One will meet on
Wednesdays beginning January 18
and the other will meet on Fridays
beginning January 20. All classes will
run from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. at
the JCC, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

PACE exercises include activities
involving weight bearing, range of
motion, balance, endurance, breath-
ing and relaxation and coordination.
Participants do exercises in a chair,
with standing as an option as appro-
priate. Health education also will be
part of the program.

The cost is $20 for JCC members
and $24 for the community at large.
Space is limited. For more informa-
tion, please contact Karen Rosen,
Director of Fitness, at (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 224, or at
krosen@jccnj.org.

Class to Instruct Kids
In Dining Etiquette

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Recreation Department
will sponsor “Dining With Dazzle,” a
one-session class for children, on
Saturday, March 18, from noon to 2
p.m. at Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse
in Union.

Etiquette consultant Kerrin
Malatesta will instruct youngsters on
setting the table, cutting and chewing
food, ordering from a menu, and use
of cutlery. The $35 cost includes eti-
quette instruction, lunch from the
children’s menu, beverage, dessert,
tax and gratuity.

Children in grades 2 to 8 are invited
to attend. Registration forms are now
available in the Recreation Office at
Mountainside Borough Hall, located
at 1385 Route 22, East.

Registration will conclude on Fri-
day, March 3. Space is limited, so
early registration is encouraged. For
more information, please call (908)
232-0015.

www.goleader.com
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Mothers to Hear Talk
On Home Organization

FANWOOD – During its Wednes-
day, January 18 meeting, the Union
County Chapter of Mothers & More
will host Jamie Novak of Life U Love.
Ms. Novak will discuss tips and tech-
niques for home organization.

The meeting is open to the public
and will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Recreation Center, located
in Forest Road Park in Fanwood.
Refreshments will be provided.

Additionally, the event will be an
opportunity for interested persons in
the area to find out more about the
chapter’s activities, which include
mom-and-tot outings, mom’s night
out, playgroups, a book club and a
craft club, among other programs.

Mothers & More is a national, non-
profit organization that champions
the value and necessity of all moth-
ers’ work to society, both paid and
unpaid, within and outside of the
home.

For more information about this
meeting or Mothers & More, please
call Stacy at (908) 928-9841 or
Marilyn at (908) 568-2633. Informa-
tion also is available online at
mothersandmore.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Willow Grove Men’s Group
Plans Narnia Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church’s Men’s
Group will offer a free breakfast and
discussion on The Chronicles of
Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe, a film that is currently
playing in theaters.

The event will take place this Sat-
urday, January 14, from 9 to 11 a.m.
at the church, located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. All men and
women, as well as youngsters age 12
and up, are invited to attend.

Participants will discuss the movie
and the Christian themes that are evi-
dent throughout. Diane Curtis, in-
terim pastor at Willow Grove, will
lead the discussion.

Additionally, one person will be
awarded a special door prize – a com-
plete book set of “The Chronicles of
Narnia.”

Interested individuals are asked to
make reservations by today, Thurs-
day, January 12, although reserva-
tions are not required to attend.

For more information about Wil-
low Grove Church or to make a reser-
vation, please call the church office
Monday through Friday at (908) 232-
5678 or send an email to
wilgrv@netzero.com. Individuals
also may visit the church’s website,
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc, for in-
formation about Willow Grove pro-
grams.

Babysitting may be available upon
request. Interested persons are asked
to call Danielle Hale at (908) 889-
8008 with the number of children and
their ages. The church building is
handicap accessible.

Girl Scout Cookie Sale
Currently Underway
WESTFIELD – Nearly 8,000 girls

of the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council (GSWRC) are selling Girl
Scout cookies through Sunday, Feb-
ruary 5. GSWRC’s 24-community ju-
risdiction includes Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Garwood and Berkeley Heights.

All cookie sale proceeds benefit
Girl Scout programs. This year’s
menu will feature eight choices, in-
cluding old favorites Thin Mints,
Shortbread and Peanut Butter Pat-
ties, as well as the new Cartwheels
and Thanks-A-Lot cookies.

After orders are taken, cookies will
be available for delivery in mid-
March. Those interested in purchas-
ing cookies may contact any regis-
tered Girl Scout in their community
or the GSWRC Service Center at
(908) 232-3236. Further details on
the 2006 cookie sale are available
online at www.westfieldnj.com/
girlscouts.

Founded in 1957, GSWRC serves
nearly 11,000 girls and adults in a
three-county area. The council of-
fices and adjoining full service shop
are located at 201 Grove Street, East,
in Westfield. GSWRC operates under
the auspices of Girl Scouts of the
USA.

Jewish Friends Group
Plans Lunch Outing

COUNTY – The Circle of Single
Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet
and Eat Lunch on Sunday, January
22, at noon at Steak and Ale, located
at 53 North Lafayette Road and Route
1 South in Metuchen (near Menlo
Park Mall).

The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal/tip off the menu. Those inter-
ested are asked to call Roberta at
(908) 668-8450.

Health Dept. to Offer
Stroke Screenings

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department, in con-
junction with Overlook Hospital, will
hold stroke screenings on Thursday,
January 26, from 5 to 8 p.m. in the
Westfield Municipal Building Com-
munity Room.

The stroke screening will offer an
evaluation of high risk individuals
through cholesterol testing, blood pres-
sure and pulse check, in addition to
carotid artery assessment. Physicians
and nurses will be on hand for stroke
related counseling and education.

Participants must be residents of
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield or Westfield.

The Westfield Municipal Building
is located at 425 East Broad Street.
For more information and pre-regis-
tration, please call (800) 247-9580.
Anyone with further questions is
asked to call (908) 789-4070, exten-
sion no. 4073.

Local Librarian Plays Role
In Conference on Aging

brary resolution did not make it into
the top 50, Mr. Kleiman said he came
away from the conference energized
and enthusiastic. “It was a phenom-
enal opportunity to spread the word
about libraries to those who work with
the aging population,” he remarked.

Mr. Kleiman also enjoyed meeting
many delegates who are trustees of or
involved in some way with their own

local libraries. “These are
the people who plan and
make policies at all lev-
els. They are the people
who implement impor-
tant changes for older
adults,” he stated.

According to Mr.
Kleiman, only 15 per-
cent of the aging popu-
lation use senior centers
or live in senior facili-
ties. Thus, he feels it nec-
essary to provide senior
citizens with informa-

tion and services elsewhere in the
community. He sees libraries as an
important and logical means for
reaching the aging population.

Since the WHCOA, Mr. Kleiman
has continued to maintain and update
a blog, whcoa.net, which covers dis-
cussions about the conference and re-
lated issues. He also is organizing the
first International Conference on Li-
brary Services to Older Adults, slated
to meet in Quebec, Canada in 2008.

Mr. Kleiman is president of the
New Jersey Library Association’s
Special Populations Section and chair-
man of the ALA/RUSA Library Ser-
vice to an Aging Population Commit-
tee. He  also has been a speaker and
workshop leader on programs for
older adults in nine states.

WESTFIELD – The topic of aging
was not in vogue 25 years ago when
Allan Kleiman, now head of the Ref-
erence Department at the Westfield
Memorial Library, began his quest
to provide better library services for
older adults. However, with baby
boomers aging, this trend is chang-
ing, and the veteran librarian is ex-
cited to see it brought to the fore-
front.

Recently, he attended
the White House Con-
ference on Aging
(WHCOA) in Washing-
ton D.C. As chairman of
the American Library
Association’s (ALA)
White House Confer-
ence on Aging Task
Force, he was one of only
four librarians in the
country chosen to join
the 1,200 delegates to
vote on the top 50 reso-
lutions that will impact federal aging
policies, programs and services for the
next decade.

“For the first time, libraries were
not just mentioned as an afterthought
at this conference, but had their own
resolution for delegates to vote on,”
he said. “Libraries are important pro-
viders of services for older adults.”

In preparation for the WHCOA,
110 librarians and library affiliates
met during ALA’s 2005 Annual Con-
ference in Chicago, Ill. to develop
library recommendations for the
White House Conference on Aging.
Those recommendations can be found
on the http://cs.ala.org/ra/whitehouse
site, along with other background
materials.

Although disappointed that the li-

CHELSEA CAROLS…Members of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church Youth
Group visited elderly residents in the independent quarters of The Chelsea at
Fanwood December 18 for an evening of Christmas caroling and fellowship.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Jonathan Garner, youth leader; Callum Wayman,
Eric Williams, Paul Spicer, Tessa Schaff and Kim Shoback.

Newcomers Club Announces
Date For Open House Event
WESTFIELD – The Newcomers

Club of Westfield has extended an
invitation to women who are inter-
ested in meeting new people and
getting more involved in the com-
munity to a prospective member open
house event.

It will take place at a member’s
home on Tuesday, January 24, at 8
p.m.  Prospective members will have
an opportunity to meet current club
members and learn about the many
activities sponsored by the club.

Among the Newcomers’ present
monthly activities  are book groups,
children’s playgroups and activities,
women’s social outings, dinners at
local restaurants and social events for
couples. Additionally, the club has
several different committees.

Anyone interested in attending this
event or seeking more information
about the club is asked to call Sheri

Pardo at (908) 232-3022.
Founded in 1944, the Newcomers

Club is a social organization for
women over the age of 21 who either
are new to Westfield or surrounding
communities or are established resi-
dents who have experienced a change
in lifestyle such as the birth or adop-
tion of a baby, a marriage, a job change
or a move within the town.

Women’s Book Club
To Meet January 21

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Women’s Book Club will meet at 10
a.m. on Saturday, January 21, in the
lounge of the church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

Participants will discuss David
Baldacci’s “Wish You Well” and are
invited to remain afterwards for re-
freshments and fellowship. For more
information, please call the church of-
fice at (908) 233-2278 or  email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Mary Snauffer Commences
Peace Corps Assignment

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Mary Loraine Snauffer has accepted
a two-year assignment with the Peace
Corps to serve as a teacher collabora-
tor and community facilitator volun-
teer in Thailand.

During her assignment, Ms.
Snauffer will work with host country
nationals to help Thai teachers in the
areas of student-centered learning and
English language teaching. She was
scheduled to leave the United States
yesterday for training.

A 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, she attended Ithaca College
and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
in English/Art History, graduating in
2005. Ms. Snauffer most recently
worked for Longacre Expeditions in
Maine, leading teenagers into the
backcountry for two, three-week-long

expeditions designed to build leader-
ship and communication skills.

She explained her decision to join
the Peace Corps by stating, “I was
attracted to Peace Corps because I
enjoy working within a community to
help enrich the area for the residents.”

Ms. Snauffer will join more than
182,000 Americans who have served
in over 138 countries since President
John F. Kennedy signed the executive
order creating the Peace Corps on
March 1, 1961.

This year, the Peace Corps will
celebrate its 45th anniversary. The
celebration will commence during
Peace Corps Week – February 27
through March 5 – and continue
throughout the year.

Today, the Peace Corps has 7,810
volunteers serving in 77 nations. They
work on developing self-sustaining
projects in education, business, health,
environment and agriculture. For
more information, please visit
www.peacecorps.gov.

Allan Kleiman

Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child

A Catholic independent school uniquely 
offering a challenging academic program in a 

nurturing and safe environment. In its 
commitment to educating the whole child, 

Oak Knoll begins world language and technology
instruction in a full-day kindergarten and

encourages participation in community service,
the arts, and team athletics. Financial aid 

and after-care services are available.

Because actions
speak louder than words.

44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

Respectful
Confident  

Enthusiastic Joyful Reverent
Eager     Curious 

Playful

Winter Open House Information Sessions

Call to reserve your spot today! (908) 522-8109

Wednesday - 9 - 11 a.m.
January 18  Grades K-6
February 8  Grades 1-6

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

233033

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

Social Justice Committee
To Resume Film Series

PLAINFIELD – The Social Justice
Committee of the First Unitarian So-
ciety of Plainfield will resume its
Third Friday Film Series on January
20 with an entry that examines corpo-
rations.

Members of the public are invited
to come for a potluck supper, a view-
ing of The Corporation and a discus-
sion to follow. The church is located
at 724 Park Avenue in Plainfield, off
of Seventh Street. The supper will
begin at 7 p.m., with the film to fol-
low at 7:30 p.m. Childcare will be
provided. For more information,

please call (908) 756-0750.
The purpose of the film series is to

bring interested people together to
learn about key issues of social and
political justice facing America; to
meet one another and to share ideas
for helping address these issues.

The next film, to be screened on
February 17, will be The Fourth World
War, a documentary by activists Ri-
chard Rowley and Jacqueline Soohen
on the people’s battle against the
growing global empire. Admission to
the film series is free, but donations
will be accepted.

JCC Brownie Troop
To Begin January 19
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey has joined with the Girl
Scouts to form a new Brownie troop
that will be based at the JCC.

All girls in first, second and third
grades are welcome to join. JCC
membership is not required. The troop
will meet every other Thursday from
4 to 5 p.m. beginning January 19.

There will be a $10 registration fee
for all participants. Troop dues are to
be determined. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

For more information, please call
Cathy Reilly at (908) 889-8800, ex-
tension no. 201, or email
creilly@jccnj.org.

St. John’s Baptist
To Honor Dr. King

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will honor
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at its
annual memorial service on Sunday,
January 15, at 7:30 p.m. All are in-
vited to attend.

The Reverend Stephen Samuels,
Pastor of the Calvary Missionary
Baptist Church in Trenton, will be the
guest speaker. Several special activi-
ties also have been planned for this
service. For more information, please
call the church at (908) 232-6972.

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY
Tuesday, January 11

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Corner of Clark & Cowperthwaite, Westfield

908-232-1517
Across from Roosevelt Intermediate School

2006-2007 Registration

The school offers small classes,

a balanced curriculum, and

extended care in a nurturing

environment to children in

preschool–Gr. 6.
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Scotch Plains 

908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com 

Frank N. Abbruscato, 91, Rotarian;
Was Owner of Westfield Barbershop

Allan Dehls, 78, Company President;
Supported Camp For At-Risk Boys

Alfred F. Harter, 82, GAF Executive;
Mason and AARP Representative

Agnes Hayden, 90
Agnes Hayden, 90, of Fanwood

died on Tuesday, January 3, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Jersey City, she had lived
in Plainfield before moving to
Fanwood in 1962.

Mrs. Hayden had been employed
as a secretary with U.S. Trust in New
York City prior to retiring.

She was a graduate of the Holy
Family Academy in Bayonne and a
member and past president of the
Fanwood Woman’s Club.

Surviving are her husband, John J.
Hayden, Jr., and a sister, Ann Fosset
of North Carolina.

Private arrangements are by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

January 12, 2006

Melvyn L. Coren, 65, Sales Manager;
Westfield Recreation Commissioner

Frank R. Giannone, Sr., 68, Was Owner
Of The Brass Shop For Over 40 Years

Elizabeth Montag, 86
Elizabeth Montag, 86, of Westfield

died on Thursday, January 5, at her
residence.

Born on September 12, 1919 in
Stanford, Conn., the daughter of the
late Oscar F. and Adele Faucett
Wegelin, she had been an executive
secretary at Merck in Rahway for 37
years before retiring many years ago.
Earlier, she was employed with the
Esso and Ortho companies. She first
worked for the Newark Public Li-
brary.

Mrs. Montag was a member of the
Westfield Music Club; the Cranford
and the Westfield Historical Societ-
ies; the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields; the Mountainside Se-
nior Citizens and the Westfield Area
Chapter of the AARP, having run
chapter trips for over 10 years.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, John Richard Montag.

Surviving are two daughters,
Marianne Stanley and Nancy Montag,
both of Westfield; a son, Richard
Montag of Cranford, and four grand-
children.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, January 14, at
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Center
for Hope Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076 or the
Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O. Box
356, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

January 12, 2006

Melvyn L. Coren, 65, of Westfield
died on Tuesday, January 3, at
Lutheran Medical Center in Brook-
lyn, N.Y.

Born in Philadelphia, Pa., he had
lived in New York City before com-
ing to Westfield in 1973.

Mr. Coren had been a general sales
manager for Robeco Inc. in New

York City, a wholesale plastic dis-
tributor, from 1963 until retiring in
November of 2005.

He was a member of Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield and its Men’s
Club and past president of both the
National Association of Plastic Dis-
tributors and the College Men’s Club
of Westfield.

Mr. Coren also served on the
Westfield Recreation Commission
and was a member of the board of the
Westfield Baseball League, the
Westfield High School Booster As-
sociation and the Kriegman Family
Circle, a Jewish fraternal organiza-
tion.

He was a 1962 graduate of Penn-
sylvania State University and a mem-
ber of its alumni association.

Surviving are his wife, Susan Zorn
Coren; two sons, Seth Coren and
Scott Coren, both of New York City;
his parents, Libby and Max Coren of
Philadelphia, and a brother, Ian
Coren of Santa Cruz, Calif.

Funeral services were held on
Thursday, January 5, at Temple
Emanu-El.

Arrangements were completed by
the Bernheim-Apter-Kreitzman Sub-
urban Funeral Chapel in Livingston.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Howard Bruckner Re-
search Fund, Attention: Veronica
Byland, Administrative Director,
Lutheran Medical Center, 150 55th
Street, 5th Floor, Brooklyn, N.Y.
11222.

January 12, 2006

Allan Weymouth Dehls, 78, of
Dataw Island, S.C. died on Wednes-
day, January 4, at Beaufort Memorial
Hospital in Beaufort, S.C.

Born on April 17, 1927 in Newark,
the son of Fred Dehls and Dorothy
Roberts Dehls.

Mr. Dehls was the former president
of Benzol Products, a pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturing company in New
Jersey. After his retirement, he owned
and operated the Riveredge Marina
on Squam Lake, N.H.

He graduated from Columbia High
School in Maplewood and Bucknell
University, where he was a member
of the Kappa Sigma fraternity.

He was a United States Army Air
Corps veteran of World War II.

Mr. Dehls was a member of the Sea
Island Presbyterian Church and a
founding member of the Low Coun-
try Chorale, both in Beaufort. He also
was a supporter of Camp Mayhew, a
camp for at-risk New Hampshire
boys.

Surviving are his wife, Marjorie
Rost Dehls; a son, Jim Dehls, and his
wife, Tricia, of Woodstock, Conn.;
four daughters, Sue Spain and her
husband, Jon, of Grandview, Tex.,
Betsy Price and her husband, Chuck,
of Ann Arbor, Mich., Cookie Bedford
and her husband, Tom, of Lafayette,
Calif. and Lois Cornell and her hus-
band, Linc, of Natick, Mass.; a sister,
Lois Alenson, and her husband, Bob,
of Concord, N.H.

Memorial services were held on
Saturday, January 7, at the Sea Island
Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements were by the Copeland
Funeral Home in Beaufort, S.C.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Mayhew Program, P.O.
Box 120, Bristol, N.H. 03222.

January 12, 2006

Alfred F. Harter, 82, of
Mountainside died on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3, at Fellowship Village in Bask-
ing Ridge.

Born in Wuppertal, Germany, he
came to the United States as a child,
settling in Newark. He lived in
Mountainside since 1965.

A chemical engineer at GAF in
Linden and Wayne for many years,
Mr. Harter was Vice President of
Engineering for many years before
retiring in 1983.

He was a member of the American
Chemical Society, the Masons and
the Community Presbyterian Church
in Mountainside. Mr. Harter also was
the Mountainside representative for

the American Association of Retired
Persons.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Evelyn Anderson Harter.

Surviving are a son, Peter Harter of
Palm Harbor, Fla., a daughter, Nancy
Harter of Mountainside, and his com-
panion, Anne Schell of Toms River.

Private services were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Community Presbyterian
Church, Meeting House Lane,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

January 12, 2006

Frank N. Abbruscato, 91, of
Fanwood died on Saturday, January
7, at the Francis E. Parker Memo-
rial Home in Piscataway.

Born in New York City, he had
lived in Westfield for 35 years be-
fore moving to Fanwood in 1967.

Mr. Abbruscato opened the
Mayfair Barbershop on Central Av-
enue in Westfield in 1936. He relo-
cated his shop to Quimby Street in
Westfield in 1960 and continued to
work until his retirement in 1986.

He was a member of the Holy
Name Society at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, the Knights of Colum-
bus in Westfield and the Golden
Age of St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Abbruscato also was a long-
time member of the Rotary Club of

Westfield, having joined Rotary in
1940.

Surviving are his wife of 68 years,
Vincenza Mannino Abbruscato; two
daughters, Concetta Fendley of Ar-
lington Heights, Ill. and Rosalie
Goodwin of Bernardsville; a son,
John Abbruscato of Hockley, Tex.;
12 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, January 11, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
followed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church. Entombment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Francis Parker Memorial
Home, 1421 River Road,
Piscataway, N.J. 08854.

January 12, 2006

Frank R. Giannone, Sr., 68, of
Westfield died on Friday, January 6,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Madison, the
youngest of 13 siblings, he lived in
Westfield since 1964.

Mr. Giannone was the owner of
The Brass Shop in Westfield for more
than 40 years.

Surviving are his wife of 44 years,
Margaret Williams Giannone; a son,

Frank R. Giannone, Jr.; two daugh-
ters, Betty Ann Acito and Jane
Giannone-Slingerland; a brother,
Anthony G. Giannone, Sr., and a sis-
ter, Rose Drake, both of Madison,
and four grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, January 9, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

January 12, 2006

Robert J. Harley, 86, Was Carrier Pilot;
Presbyterian Church Deacon and Trustee

Robert J. Harley

Robert J. Harley, 86, of Decatur,
Ala. died on Sunday, January 1, 2006
in Huntsville, Ala. due to a short-term
illness.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pa., he moved
with his family to
Westfield in 1929. He
graduated from Westfield
High School in 1937 and
from Cornell University in
1941. Upon graduation,
Mr. Harley entered the
United States Navy and
was commissioned at
Jacksonville, Fla. as a
TBM carrier pilot. He was
on board the Block Island
when it was torpedoed and sunk by a
German submarine off of the coast of
Africa in June 1944.

Mr. Harley was always active in
civic affairs in Westfield. He was
chairman of the Red Cross drive, a
member of the board of adjustment
and was ordained a deacon in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,

where he also was a trustee.
He was a charter member of the

Roxiticus Country Club in Mendham,
N. J. and a life member of the Ameri-
can Legion.

He was married for 61
years to the former Elsie
Armstrong, Class of 1939
of Westfield, and the fa-
ther of Judy Harley-
Woodcock, Gretchen
Harley-Holcomb and
Thomas Armstrong
Harley. Also surviving are
nine grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will
be held at the Gulf Breeze Presbyte-
rian Church in Pensacola, Fla. on
Monday, January 16, 2006 at 11 a.m.
with the Reverend Richard Hardman,
former minister of St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Westfield, officiating.
Burial will be at the National Cem-
etery in Pensacola, Fla.
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Gladys A. Rosecrans, 89
Gladys A. Rosecrans, 89, of Whit-

ing died on Thursday, January 5, at
Community Medical Center in Toms
River.

Born in Johnstown, Pa., she raised
her family in Westfield and retired to
Sebring, Fla. She moved to Crestwood
Village III in Whiting in 1996.

Mrs. Rosecrans was a member of
the Crestwood Evangelical Congre-
gational Church.

She also was a member of the
Crestwood Village III Bridge Club
and Residents Club, where she was
an active volunteer.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, John Rosecrans, in 1993.

Surviving are three daughters,
Sandra Wuennenberg of Forked River,
Cathey Rotger of Staten Island, N.Y.
and Jackalyn Morrison of Afton, N.Y.;
seven grandchildren, Bonnie, Cassie,
Scott, Michelle, Amanda, Jeffrey and
Douglas, and six great-grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on Mon-
day, January 9, at “The Family
Owned” Carmona-Bolen Home For
Funerals in Whiting.

January 12, 2006

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. M.J.L.

SING ALONG…First graders at McKinley Elementary School celebrate the
season with a holiday sing-along. Pictured above are teacher April Krihak and
some of her students after their successful performance.

JUMP START…Children in the Jump Start classes at Brunner and Evergreen
Elementary Schools in Scotch Plains baked gingerbread cookies, which were
donated to the Interfaith Council for the Homeless of Union County. Displaying
their cookies, pictured left to right, are: Brunner students Colin O’Brien, Jessica
DeBellis and Jamie Solsky.

More Community/Education

‘Y’ to Kick Off Registration
For Pre- and After School

African Violet Group
To See Slide Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, January 19, at 1 p.m.
at the Scotch Plains Public Library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The program, entitled “The Cin-
cinnati Convention Show,” will fea-
ture a slide show of winning plants
presented by Jan Riemer, Past Presi-
dent of the African Violet Society of
America. Anyone interested in Afri-
can Violets is invited to attend.

WESTFIELD – Open childcare
registration for the Westfield Area
“Y” 2006-2007 preschool and after
school programs will begin on Sat-
urday, January 21, at 8 a.m.

The half-day preschool program
is located at the “Y”’s new East
Broad Street Family Branch, 422
East Broad Street in Westfield, and
is accredited by the National Asso-
ciation for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC).

This accreditation means the
Westfield Area “Y” has voluntarily
undergone a process of internal self-
study and has sought external pro-
fessional review. The program runs
from September through June for
children ages two-and-a-half to five
years old.

The East Broad Street Family
Branch features new preschool class-
rooms, a new playground and a large
indoor gymnasium. Because of ad-
ditional space available at the East
Broad Street facility, enrichment
programs have been added, as has

new extended pick-up hours. For
details, please call Eileen Rooney at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 423.

Westfield Area “Y” after school
programs serve children in kinder-
garten through fifth grade with fun,
safe and supervised activities two to
five days per week during the after
school hours. Activities include art,
cooking, science, free play and home-
work time, among other offerings.

Programs are available at the main
“Y” facility at 220 Clark Street, as
well as at the Tamaques, McKinley,
Jefferson and Washington Elemen-
tary Schools in Westfield. Bussing
to the main “Y” facility is available
for students in the Garwood school
district.

Before school care and a kinder-
garten wraparound program also are
available. For more information on
after school child care, please call
Leah Schneider at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 273.

Bone Density Tests
Are Scheduled at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – Overlook Hos-

pital personnel will be at the
Westfield Area “Y” on Monday,
January 16, from 10 a.m. to noon
to perform bone density screen-
ings.

The cost is $10 per person and
$8 for those over age 60. Checks
should be made payable to AHS/
Overlook Hospital.

Payment must be made prior to
the screening and should be brought
the day of the screening. The “Y”
is located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. To schedule an appoint-
ment, please call (800) 247-9580.

Lewis Church, 43, Computer Analyst;
Was Member of Evangel Church

Lewis M. Church, 43, of Westfield
died on Monday, January 9, at his
home.

Born in Westerly, R.I., he had lived
in Ashaway, R.I. before moving to
Westfield 15 years ago.

A graduate of Thames Valley Tech-
nical School in Norwich, Conn., Mr.
Church was employed as a computer
analyst with S.A.I.C. in San Diego,
Calif.

He was a member of the Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains.

He was predeceased by his father,
Thomas Church.

Surviving are his wife, Lucy
Church; three daughters, Vanessa
Church, Pamela Church and
Samantha Church; his mother, Sally
Church, and two sisters, Kathy Wink
and Patricia Fuentes.

Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. on Saturday, January 14, at the
Evangel Church. Cremation will be
private.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,
January 13, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Genesis ElderCare
– Westfield Center, 1515 Lamberts Mill
Road, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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St. Helen’s Ministry
Assists Polish Family
WESTFIELD – The Filochowski

family from Warsaw, Poland, is cur-
rently living in Cranford for a year
because of the Adopt-a-Family pro-
gram from St. Helen’s Youth Minis-
try in Westfield. This family has three
children, Maciek, 17, Piotr, 14 and
Ania, 12, who are all string players
accepted at Juilliard’s School of Mu-
sic in New York City.

This Christmas, Mrs. Grawehr and
Mrs. McGovern’s age four and over
preschool classes collected gift cards to
various stores from all the families in
their preschool classes and placed them
on a wreath presented to the family.

The Filochoski family will be able
to purchase much-needed items in the
upcoming months such as food, cloth-
ing and essentials for the children.
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Board Of Education
Meeting Held Jan. 17
The Westfield Board of Educa-

tion will continue its discussions
regarding the development of the
2006-2007 school district budget at
its January 17 meeting at 8 p.m. at
302 Elm Street. The public is wel-
comed to attend. Meetings are also
televised on TV36 on Tuesdays at 8
a.m. and 3 and 11 p.m., Thursdays at
8 a.m. and 7 p.m., Saturdays at 3
p.m. and Sundays at 10 a.m.

Discovering

New Worlds

The

Wardlaw-

Hartridge School

1295 Inman Avenue
Edison, NJ 08820

www.whschool.org

ADMISSION
INFORMATION

SESSIONS

January 21, 2006
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

February 8, 2006
9 to 11 a.m.

April 12, 2006
9 to 11 a.m.

R.S.V.P by calling
(908) 754-1882 x 155

Children thrive at

THE WESTFIELD COOPERATIVE

WCNS offers a

 developmental and challenging

program in a nurturing environment.

NURSERY SCHOOL

• Teachers, B.A.  • Ages 3-5  • Half Day

• Lunch Bunch  • Non-denominational

• Enrichment  • 4-plus program  • Est. 1969

125 Elmer Street, Westfield
(908) 233-4501 • www.westfieldcooperative.com

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  18th  •  9:30 AM
OPEN HOUSE:

Local Students Attend
Presidential Scholars
WESTFIELD – Two Westfield stu-

dents will attend a scholars’ program
in the nation’s capitol. Nicholas
Colucci will attend the Presidential
Classrooms Scholars Program from
Saturday, March 18 to Saturday,
March 25 and Ayn Wisler from Satur-
day, February 18 to Saturday, Febru-
ary 25.

Presidential Scholars expands stu-
dents’ knowledge of politics, govern-
ment and roles and responsibilities of
institutions and organizations in-
volved in policymaking. Students gain
insights into the policymaking pro-
cess, as well as the interaction be-
tween government entities and orga-
nizations around the world. They ex-
perience the inner workings of gov-
ernment and policy formation first-
hand through seminars and site visits
in Washington, D.C.

Junior Women’s Club
Reveals Spelling Bee
WESTFIELD – The Junior

Women’s Club of Westfield will hold
its 20th annual spelling bee, which
will take place on Monday and Tues-
day, January 23 and 24, with the
finals taking place on Wednesday,
January 25.

The local competition is for fourth
and fifth grade students who attend
school in Westfield. Registration
forms are available in all elementary
school main offices. Prizes will be
awarded to the local winners. Local
winners will then proceed to the dis-
trict competition where they will have
a chance to win an iPod Nano.

The state competition awards prizes
of an iPOD Docking Station for first
place and gift certificates of $100 and
$50 to the second and third place
winners. The local competition will
take place each evening in Cafeteria
B of Westfield High School at 7:15
p.m.

SP-F High School
Announces Honors

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Principal
David Heisey has announced the
school’s first marking period honor
roll.

HIGH HONOR ROLL FRESHMEN:
Jennie Altman Kevin Maroney
Anjli Bansal Jordan Metsky
Elizabeth Chen Daniel Michalak
Kelly Cianciotta Kathryn Moynihan
Kathryn Cockrell Gabriella Napoli
Michelle Conway Saxony Nielsen
Michelle De Santis Mary Kate O’connell
Laura Degnan Anne O’halloran
John Domanski Petros Petridis
Diana Ferrante Austin Pfundheller
Michael Ferrara Alexandria Pisauro
Erin Finan Kathryn Powell
Amanda Gianni Ryan Rappa
Naomi Goldstein Christina Romagnano
Kapri Kreps Christine Ruggieri
Karthik Krishna Kumar Jessica Slegowski
Raychel Kruper Kristen Spirko
Sahrula Kubie Marissa Squeri
Evan Lake Martin Sweeney
Allison Lasher Linda Timko
Daniel Lubranski Brittney Veeck

Eric Williams

HIGH HONOR ROLL SOPHOMORES:
Dana Abramson Randy Lemence
Kathryn Albanese-Dema Marc L’heureux
Deborah Albert Alexa Lindenberg
Andrea Apuzzio Jared Lindenberg
Alana Bencivengo John Loomis
Gregory Bencivengo Ming Lu
Brittany Biondi Casey Marks
Izabela Blach Sean Mcgowan
Julianne Brennan Victoria Mcnally
Ryan Bridge Elizabeth Minski
Lisa Campbell Emily Nering
Trevor Cannon Minal Patel
Bailey Cardinal Brian Pesin
Amanda Curcie Margaret Reilly
Janine Defeo Rheana Rien
Silvano Dimonte Maria Pia Rivero
Patrick Doliber Maya Robinson
Nicholas Fung Molly Rodino
Stephanie Goines Marc Rosenberg
Samantha Grecco Erin Rossi
Andrea Guzman Scott Salmon
Colleen Hagerty Michael Scannell
Christina Halma Alexandra Segal
Catherine Harley Brian Sensor
Lindsay Hauptman Michele Silverstein
Melissa Helock Barbara Slaugh
Adam Horowitz Kunal Sodhi
Alec Jacobs Alex Soloway
Alyssa Karis Kristen Thompson
Allison Kodan Lindsay Traiman
Rachel Kreyer June Velazquez
Jaclyn Lazarus Grace Wallden
Caitlin Leist Vivian Wong

HIGH HONOR ROLL JUNIORS 2007:
Kimberlee Appezzato Jaclyn Lopez
Alyssa Biron Jillian Lusk
Lisa Bloom Lauren Messina
Amanda Bobyack Julie Meurer
Colin Campbell Kimberly Molnar
Diana Chaves Anthony Osterman
Alex Cvetovich Jonathan Parisi
Karina De Mair Vesper Pena
Morgan Finkel Christopher Pflaum
Jennifer Gaglioti Portia Price
Jennifer Gardella Heather Rodriguez
Helen Han Maetal Rozenberg
Allison Hoynes-O’connor Melissa Rupnarain
Magda Isack Megan Swick
Justin Jaichon Stacey Tanguy
Brittany Kane Danielle Vena
Eric Kaufman Erin Voelker
Shirley Kim Kenneth Wasserman
Colleen La Forge Lauren Weissbrod
Ryan Lemence Leigh Zebleckas

HIGH HONOR ROLL SENIORS 2006:
James Alfano Andrew Goldberg
Jasmine Bartee Jonathan Greenspan
Jennifer Bauer Gary Herzberg
Faye Bi Julie Hyman
Michael Bonacum Elizabeth Jacobs
Elizaveta Bourchtein Catherine Jahn
Kara Brass Kelli Kaskiw
Robert Burke Jr Loni Kaye
Cleo Chou Meaghan Kelly
Jessica Churgin Danielle Koch
Neil Dalal Brittany Mcdonald
Carolyn Di Prospero David Mecca
Jonathan Difiore Hallie Mintz
Aaron Doliber Jeffrey Mullen
Megan Domenick Raunaq Palejwala
Michelle Dsurney Elaine Piniat
Briana Falco Danielle Porter
Gabrielle Falco Cristina Reyes
Joseph Fallon Kelly Rigano
Dennis Fitzpatrick Samantha Savino
Shemane Fritz Melissa Sette
Andrew Gibson Barry Shapiro
David Ginsberg Katherina Wong

Katherine Van Haasteren

HONOR ROLL FRESHMEN:
Alison Acevedo Cara Levinson
Whitney Adams Roger Liu
Timothy Aguilar Brian Lowrey
Antonio Albano Genevieve Lubas
Kerilyn Bartley Valerie Luby
Kristyn Berger Stephen Manzi
Brian Bonacum Gabriella Mazzetti
Nickolas Bonadies Kayla Mcalindin
Michael Bumiller Jenna Mcgarry
Christina Camarda Matthew Mcquoid
Caitlin Campbell Jie Mei
Alex Carow Kaitlyn Mills
Emily Carow Nicole Mineo
Michelle Carroll Kayla Molnar
Zachariah Chapman Lester Nare
Gillian Clark Brian Northrup
Jillian Coffey Andrew Pansulla
Sean Collins-Cruz Kevon Paynter
Katherine Cornacchia Zachary Peart
Thomas Cristiani Mary Poillon
Lauren D’aloisio Mark Renfree
Joseph Del Prete Alyssa Riesenberg
Tyler Della Badia Charles Ringel
Nicole Desando Matthew Ritsko
Julie Deutsch Philip Rivera
Josef Ellis Daniel Rodriguez
Cassandra Flores Philip Rosenkrantz
Alexandra Friedman Davina Roshansky
Nathan Ghabour Michael Roth
David Gigiel Samantha Schaffer
Daniel Gilman Sarah Schaible
Danielle Giordanella Samantha Schuster
Stephanie Glover Tasnim Selim
Susan Gonch Kimberly Shelus
Alison Haggan Kevin Spaeth
Jacqueline Halpern Christian Speck
Kelly Henderson Paul Spicer
Kaylin Jaichon Sara Stanton
William Johnston Mangesh Tamhankar
Kristina Kalkstein Pia Tempestini
Emily Katz Blake Vanbuskirk
Jeremy Kaufman Ulysses Velasquez
Allison Killeen James Walsh
Tiffany Kirkland Elise Whitehouse
Paul Koprowski Kirsten Wright
Dana Krajcsik Jennifer Yang
Thomas Leong Rachel Young

HONOR ROLL SOPHOMORES:
Courtney Adamczyk Andrew Livingston
Courtney Baines Francesca Lumetta
Michael Bello Andrew Lynch
Amie Berlant Brianne Mahoney
Courtney Bifani Andrew Manns Iii
Jason Boff Jesse Marvosa
Samantha Bremer Elizabeth Mcmillion
Adam Brous Jared Meyer
Ashley Caldora Nicholas Murray
Julia Capodicasa Jane Newcomer
Christopher Casserly Christina Olsson
Katelyn Cavanagh Chibuzor Onwuanaegbule
Alina Chabus Ahmed Osman
Daniel Ciabattari Sarah Pace
Michael Cichon Rachel Parker
Andrew Clark Stacia Piesch
Jarek Cohen Neil Pratt
Nicole Colineri Michael Ragan
Bridget Cornwell Brandon Reddington
Eugene Cyckowski Briana Redmount
Nadiyah Dabney Tanaya Rivers
Noelle De Gregorio Hillary Roberts
John De Maio Emily Rodriguez
Debra Delle-Donne Theodore Rosenblatt
Tyler Delmauro Christine Roser
Meghan Dhaliwal Andrea Santos
James Dinizo Jacqueline Saunier
Steven Douches Joseph Schiavo Iv
Bryan Dougher Camillia Shanks
Joseph Dunn Grace Sigona
Ian Feller Adam Silverman
Rebecca Fox Katlyn Soriano
Alexsandra  Fragna Gailmarie Sprague
Lisa Gattozzi Scott Stefanik
Helene Gebler Alyssa Straniero
Jade Griffiths Jeffrey Stuart
Wendy Harris Harrison Stuppler
David Haynes Thomas Sutter
Mary Henkels Nicole Tavares
Thomas Hercel Alexis Turner
William Hubbard Samuel Ungar
Jessica Impellizzeri Cassandra Valdes
Kate Johnson Anthony Vecchione
Samantha Knierim Amanda Vitollo

Ryan Krueger Allison Vogel
Amy Lee Danielle Wood
Timothy Leischner Christina Woods
Jacqueline Lenoff Molly Yergalonis

Gregory Zabel

HONOR ROLL JUNIORS:
Lauryn Adams James Kavinski
Yeershati Ahati Melissa Kliesch
Anne Arasin David Kopylov
Lauren Aylward Christopher Lacko
Alison Baier Brittany Larkin
Samantha Bamberger Katherine Lauricella
Kristen Barry Rachel Levy
Samantha Bendik Jessica Lieberman
Courtney Berger Christopher Luby
Jonathan Birnbaum Kathryn Magalhaes
Peter Bistis Kelly Mahoney
Alexander Bromley Amanda Makowski
Allison Brown Kirsten Mandala
Samantha Buteas Simone March
Meghan Cadigan Stacy Marr
Samantha Carow Bryan Meredith
Cathleen Carr Nikki Moses
Ana Castillo Hailey Mroczek
Andrew Cohen Zoe Nelson
Grant Darwin Sophie Neuhaus
Jenna Delle-Donne Talia Nudell
Laurel Devlin Thomas Pennella
Ariel Digiorgio Adam Perez
Chelsea Donnelly Agnieszka Radziszewska
Marianna Dworak Christopher Rau
Cherylynn Elmer David Regal
Jessica Estriplet Alexandra Roiz
Molly Forman Allyson Rome
Kelly Frazee Andrea Rosko
Kirstan Fuller Kyle Rowbotham
Daisy Fung Lucas Saenzdeviteri
Brittany Fusillo Timothy Salisbury
Alexandra Garber Stephanie Santiago
Samantha Gates Laurynn Scholar
Jason Giamboi Bari Schwarz
Damian Gibbs Alexander Scialdoni
Genevieve Gilroy Michael Sherman
Raquel Gonzalez Amanda Shukla
Mitchell Gorbunoff Andre Smith
Hilary Graffox Angela Smith
Alexandra Hambleton James Spaeth
Matthew Huether Tovi Spero
Ashley Jacobi Alycia Terry
Steven Jacobus Stephen Wallden
Austin Jefferson Eric Wasserman
Abigail Jenkins Shannon Wildstein
Brett Jones Arianna Williams
Maxwell Jones Tiffany Wong
Cristin Joy Allison Zazzali
Catherine Kaiserman Jason Zelesnik
Michael Katz Wen Zhou

Carla Zimmerman

HONOR ROLL SENIORS:
Allison Abbott Matthew Hirschhorn
Claudia Ahiabor Chelsea Holloway
Christine Albanese-Dema Daniel Ingram
Saifaldeen Alzoobaee Joseph Jacobi
Daniel Appel Kristen Kersey
Kara Auriema Bo Hea Kim
Colleen Baines Elisabeth Kipping
Jeffrey Bell Maria Kolakowska
Cheryl Beqaj Christopher Kolb
Marisa Bianco Katelyn Kosenick
Sarah Boffa Caroline Lazur
Shantell Brooks Dana Levinson
Justine Brown Robert Lewis
Gregory Bruno Gordon Lienau
Daniel Bugg Matthew Linsenberg
Courtney Burke Andrew Lipstein
Michele Calvo Ricardo Lisojo
Julianne Carman Julie Madan
Maxwell Carow Alyssa Markovits
Yvonne Chen Jessica Mcgarry
Ashlee Christmas Ian Mcnally
Allen Collantes Elijah Nam
Danielle Crawford Anthony Nelson
Erin Crawford Christopher Nilsen
Jack Davis Michael O’neil
Robert Dawson Nicole Ramella
Caitlin Delaney Marleny Romano
Brian Dickey Thomas Ruggieri
Kelly Dougher Julie Sagaard
Kristin Dyson Katherine Schreiber
Michael Fragna Leah Siegal
Daniel Furnari Joanna Snodgrass
Shannon Gomes Ronald Stein
Viktoriya Gorbach Thomas Ventura
Jonathan Grana Emily Wallden
Jeremy Grau Dayna Warren
Joshua Green Laura Webb
Sarah Halpern Colin Weber
Kristen Henkels Matthew Wetlesen
Lauren Hercel Andrew Wong

Joshua Zinman

GRATITUDE…From left to right, Ewa Filochowska, Jenna Brancatella and
Ania Filochowska, all of Warsaw, Poland, are thankful to receive various gift
cards from students and families of St. Helen’s Youth Ministry in Westfield in
order to purchase necessary items.

Union Catholic
Announces Acceptances

SCOTCH PLAINS –Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains an-
nounced the Class of 2006 early deci-
sion and early action acceptances to
the following colleges and universi-
ties:

Boston College, University of Notre
Dame, DeSales University, Neumann
College, Drew University, Rutgers
University, Villanova University, New
Jersey Institute of Technology, The
College of New Jersey, Syracuse
University, Seton Hall University,
Centenary College, St. Peter’s Uni-
versity, Temple University, Fordham
University, Montclair State Univer-
sity, Ramapo College of NJ, Felician
College, University of Scranton,
Fairleigh Dickinson University,
Muhlenberg College, Mount St.
Mary’s College, Providence College,
St. Joseph’s University, Chestnut Hill
College and Wilkes University.

Gil Arbitsman Attains
 Dean’s List Status

WESTFIELD – Gil Arbitsman has
attained Dean’s List status at Drew
University in Madison for the fall
semester, earning a 4.0 GPA. A 2003
Westfield high school graduate, Gil is
a junior majoring in economics. He is
captain of the Drew Rangers Men’s’
lacrosse team and will participate in
Drew’s Wall Street Semester from
February to May.

The Wall Street Semester is an off-
campus program that gives econom-
ics majors the opportunity to learn
from professionals who work in the
financial world, and to visit the insti-
tutions integral to the U.S. economy.

Gil works part-time as a tutor in the
Economics Department and coaches
for Patriot lacrosse. He is the son of
Sheraine and Yossi Arbitsman.

SP’s Goscicki Attains
Dean’s List Status

SCOTCH PLAINS –Paul Goscicki,
a freshman at Fairleigh Dickinson
University, has attained Dean’s List
status for the fall 2005 semester. He is
majoring in electronic filmmaking
and digital video design. Paul resides
in Scotch Plains and is a 2005 gradu-
ate of Union Catholic High School.

Local Student Earns
Rochester Scholarship
WESTFIELD – Evan Bilheimer, a

graduate of Westfield High School, is
the recipient of a Rush Rhees Schol-
arship at the University of Rochester.

Named for the university’s third
president, the scholarship is given to
students who score at least 1350 on
the SAT or a composite of 31 or better
on the ACT tests.

Evan, a freshman, is the son of Dr.
Susan Kaye of Westfield.

Charleston Student
D’Aloisio Earn Honors

SCOTCH PLAINS –Scotch Plains
student Dori Alysa D’Aloisio made
the highly distinguished honors list
for the fall 2005 semester at the Col-
lege of Charleston:

Highly distinguished honors are
awarded to students enrolled in at
least 14 credit hours who have main-
tained a grade point ratio between 3.8
and 4.0.

Ivy Ed to Give Away
$600 SAT Scholarship
SCOTCH PLAINS –Ivy Educational

Services will give away a $600 SAT
prep package to celebrate the first anni-
versary of its Scotch Plains office. The
winner will be announced at the Ivy Ed
annual open house, to be held on Sun-
day, January 15, from 3 to 6 p.m. Ivy Ed
staff will be available to answer ques-
tions about test prep, curriculum tutor-
ing and college counseling at 1833
Front Street (next to the Stage House
Restaurant) in Scotch Plains.

HELPING THE HOMELESS…Fifth graders at Tamaques Elementary School in
Westfield deliver bag lunches to the Plainfield Y homeless shelter as part of a new
community service program launched in December. Every other week, two
different Tamaques classes are asked to make an extra lunch and bring it to school
to be delivered to Plainfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sarah Hearon, Nicole
Miller, Emily Brucia, Charlotte Milford, Bryan Jung and William Cary.

Holy Trinity Announces
First Marking Period Honors

WESTFIELD –Dorothy Szot, prin-
cipal of Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield, announced the
students achieving honor roll status
for the first marking period.

Principal’s List:
Grade 8:

Caraugh Ball Catherine Munkittrick
Caroline Williams

Grade 7:
Briana Femia Emily Nuila
James Colwell Sara Palasits
Peter Livolsi Sara Power

Jenna Marie Trongone

Grade 6
Angeline Aquinaldo Erin Mcallister
Christina Cambria Emma Polini
Catriona Coffey Joseph Ventura

First Honors:
Grade 8

Lorraine Cambria Meghan Salvati
Emma Digiovine Jennifer Sgalardi
Elaina Kujawski Benjamin Stracquantanio
Agatha Kuza Cristina Ventura
Jessica Mondon Patricia Whitehead

Grade 7:
Timothy Connell Edward Mcgovern
Mary Beth Fiedler Jake Penders
Evan Gingrich Matthew Potter
Veronica Glennon Jennifer Puleo
Neil Haggerty John Serzan
Shannon Lenahan Sean Siburn
Erin Livesey Lauren Stracquantanio
Marissa Matrocola Raymond Thek

Megan Tosato

Grade 6:
Jane Burnett Tess Lukowiak
Lisa Cavallo Elise Miner
Matthew Colwell Kayla Pantano
Rory Duffy Serena Pantano
William Engler Robert Slaski
Arlena Jordan Alicia Sosinski

Rachel Weber

Second Honors:
Grade 7:

Bernadette Calderone Kate Greifeld
Peter Granstrand Mary Muldoon

Gabrielle Titone

Grade 6:
James Doyle Kristen Ulrich

SP-F HS Plans Program
To Thwart ‘Senioritis’

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

By CAROLYN DIPROSPERO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Well, we’ve made it. As the second
marking period draws to a close, the
senior class of 2006 will breathe in a
collective sigh of relief that the end is
finally in sight. Most college applica-
tions are in the mail – some even
know where they are going next year
– and once GPAs freeze on February
1, an A will be just another letter in
the alphabet. But many teachers dread
this time of year and the outbreak of
senioritis, characterized by apathy and
laziness that accompanies it.

Senioritis is seen as such a serious
disease that in 2000, the Department
of Education launched The Commis-
sion on the High School Senior Year
to study senior year in high schools
across the country. The commission
found that in many schools, senior
year is, “a lost opportunity during
which time many students let one-
quarter of their high school learning
time slip through their fingers.”

To combat this lost opportunity and
senioritis as an epidemic sweeping
the school hallways, a growing num-
ber of schools are turning to various
measures to ensure seniors are pre-
pared both mentally and emotionally
for the future plans, be it college or
employment. With about 50 percent
of all college students needing reme-
dial help with subjects such as read-
ing and math, the commission would
like to work with educators and law-
makers to redefine the senior year
and ensure that high school seniors
have what it takes to succeed at the
college level.

In its 2001 report, the commission
stated, “The high school senior year
too often represents a lost opportu-
nity to link students with either
postsecondary studies or work.” With
this idea in mind, numerous schools
are utilizing the “Senior Project” as a
means to keep students involved and
engaged in academic affairs, as the
months grow warmer.

At Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, plans are in place to pilot an
experimental senior project this year
to test the success of such a plan.
Seniors would devise their own indi-
vidual project to be presented before
an approval committee. The project
could involve a concentration in a
particular subject, such as History or
English, or field of employment such

as an internship at a local law firm or
small business, and would be left
entirely up to the student and ap-
proval committee.

Following the approval of the com-
mittee, the senior would carry out his
or her planned project in the final
weeks of the school year. But con-
cerns abound that students will just
use their senior project as a way to
slack off and get out of school early.
This year, the number of seniors com-
pleting a senior project at SPFHS will
remain at a small set number, around
10 students. Depending on the suc-
cess of these students, the senior
project could become a part of the
senior year curriculum.

As a victim of an early bout of
senioritis, I welcome any opportu-
nity to combat this mind-numbing
disease. After all, while that “Law
and Order” marathon on TNT sounds
great right about now, I may come to
regret it this September.

Carolyn is a senior at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

See It All In Color on
www.goleader.com

Wilson Elementary
Holds Crafts Fair

WESTFIELD – Once a year,
dozens of parent volunteers come
together to coordinate the annual
Holiday Craft Fair for the chil-
dren and families of Wilson El-
ementary School in Westfield.
Unlike other holiday craft fairs in
the area, the children come and
make crafts for themselves and to
give to others.

Preparation for the holiday craft
fair begins early in September.
Parent volunteers research crafts
then prepare the crafts for the chil-
dren to make at the fair. This year,
20 craft items were made avail-
able for the children, including
hand painted mugs, French style
memo boards, decoupage vases,
hand painted pillow cases, um-
brella stands and snowman plant-
ers. Over 300 children and adults
participated in the all-day event.
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BENOVENGO NETS 11 PTS, 14 BOARDS; MILLER, 12 PTS

Raiders Surprise Blue Devils
In Girls’ Hoops Battle, 33-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When the Westfield High School
girls basketball team, recent winners
of the Joe Pepe/Larry Levee Holiday
Tournament, stepped on the court in
Scotch Plains on January 3, it was the
hosting Raiders who appeared more
prepared to do battle with their peren-

nial rival. That hungry mindset, along
with superiority under the boards,
eventually led to a breakaway, 18-4
fourth-quarter run that resulted in a
33-19 Raider victory.

“We play hard! These kids played
on my JV team two years ago. We
fight for everything. We scrap. This is
our house. We don’t let anybody come

in here and take us lightly,” said Raider
Head Coach Bruce Davis.

The Raiders, who won two of three
games in their holiday tournament,
got a magnificent performance from
senior forward Lauren Benovengo
who hauled in 14 rebounds and scored
11 points – 5-for-9 from the foul line
against the 6-2 Blue Devils. Fresh-
man forward Jackie Law, who had 12
rebounds, scored all 10 of her points
in the second half and junior Allie
Zazzali hit seven of her nine points in
the second half and rocked them in
free throws, sinking seven of nine.

Erin Miller (3-for-7 free throws)
led the Blue Devils with 12 points,
Gab O’Leary (2-for-2 free throws)
netted four points, Katie Cronen, who
led her team with eight rebounds, had
one point and Tara Handza had two
points. Casey El Kourey had five re-
bounds.

“We missed a couple of easy shots
in the beginning but, most of all, we
were out-rebounded,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino. “It was an

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield Office          209 Central Avenue          908-233-5555

Call Faith today for your pesonal tour or visit my website at

www.NJTopHomes.com for a Property Brochure.

OPEN HOUSE THIS SUNDAY
JANUARY 15TH, 1-4 PM

ONE SYLVESTER STREET, CRANFORD

   Ideally located near downtown and NYC train. Boasting an
excellent open floor plan, this 5 bedroom residence is filled with
period details including a corner fireplace, fluted columns, alcoves
with window seats, and high ceilings. Granite counters, a center
island, and breakfast nook add function, as well as, style to the
recently renovated eat-in kitchen.  And to top it all off, this home
has a finished basement offering more living space.

NEW LISTING!!

SCOTCH PLAINS

   Conveniently located on a quiet cul-de-sac, this expanded Cape
is located within walking distance to NYC bus transportation.
Boasting 4 bedrooms and 2 updated full baths, this home offers
an open and flexible floor plan. A first floor family room and
renovated kitchen with breakfast nook overlook a wonderfully
deep backyard. Well proportioned bedrooms and a full basement
provide plenty of room for playing and relaxing.

Truly a rare find…for only $719,900!! A tremendous value…for only $479,900!!

VENEZIA SINKS 29 PTS; YOUNG NETS 17, BAYARD 16

Raider Cagers Win Clash
With Blue Devil Boys, 64-62

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defensive intensity and execution
in the first half turned out to be just
enough as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team
endured a tenacious comeback by
Westfield to snatch a 64-62 victory in
Westfield on January 3.

Forward Sean Young, in his best
showing of the season, led three Raid-
ers in double figures with 17 points
while grabbing seven rebounds. Greg

Bayard (2 rebounds, 2 steals, 1 assist)
burned in four 3-pointers in the first
quarter and finished with 16 points.
Guard Brian Dougher (2 rebounds, 3
assists, 3 steals) scored 11 points,
including a 3-pointer in the final quar-
ter. DJ Garrett, Travis Morgan and
Darnell Dorich combined for 18
points.

Morgan had six rebounds, one as-
sist and one steal. Garrett hauled down
three rebounds, two assists and one
steal and Rob Lewis had three assists,

three rebounds, two steals and two
points.

“A 20-point lead at halftime was
great, but we knew they were com-
ing. They’re just too good,” said
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty. “We
hit everything in the first half, then
we started missing shots. I thought
we had a chance to really get it up to
25. We had open three’s, we missed a
couple lay-ups and then they got
momentum. That’s the way basket-

MILLER, O’LEARY NET 6 PTS. EACH

Cougar Cagers Outflank
Lady Blue Devils, 35-25

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lisa Livonas’ effective outside
shooting in the first quarter and
Samantha Cartwright’s scoring
strength under the boards throughout
the game led the Cranford High
School girls basketball team to a 35-
25 victory over host Westfield on
January 6. Livonas, known as the 6-2
Cougars’ main scoring threat, scored
all seven of her points in the first
quarter, then was contained by the
Blue Devils’ defense, but Cartwright
took over and finished with nine points
and eight rebounds.

Livonas may have been the Cou-
gars’ person to contain but the Blue
Devils’ person to contain, Erin Miller,
who had been averaging 17.2 points
per game, was limited to six points
before fouling out in the fourth quar-
ter. As a result, point guard Gab

O’Leary, who finished with six points,
drove to the basket more frequently
in the final quarter and netted five
points. Freshman Tara Handza sank
four points and Casey El Kourey
scored three, while Katie Cronen,
Charlotte O’Leary and LeAnne Skorge

A. SHAFFER, MACKAY, WILLARD, CRUIKSHANK PIN

Blue Devil Wrestlers Knock
Kearny Kardinals, 40-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Soaring with a 7-0 record, the
Kearny High School Kardinals wres-
tling team was brought a lot closer to
earth when the Westfield Blue Devils
invaded their nest and toppled them
with a 40-39, criterion No. 7 (most
first points) victory on January 6. The
difference came when the 3-0 Blue
Devils scored first points in eight of
the 14 bouts.

Blue Devil Steve Cruikshank at
215-lbs stopped Adam Pearsall in 5:49
to put Westfield ahead, 39-21. The

Kardinals won the next three bouts,
including the final bout at 112 be-
tween Blue Devil John Barnes and
Kearny’s Joe Malaquias, via fall to
force the criterion.

“We started looking at criteria after
Cruikshank put us up by 18 points,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz. “Going into the last match it
had us up 7-6 in first points, so Barnes
getting that first takedown was huge.
Steve was down, 2-0, and when he
had a chance to put his opponent on
his back, he nailed it for us. That was
the match that clinched the tie. He

came through big time!”
What made situations more testy

was that three Blue Devils were win-
ning their bouts, but all fell victim to
pins. Sam Reichbach was up 4-1 in
his 119-lb bout before being pinned,
Mark Boyd at 160-lbs was winning 7-
2 and Barnes was ahead, 6-3.

“When you lose matches that you
expect to win, we needed others to
step up,” Kurz said.

In the second bout of the evening,
125-lb Blue Devil Colin MacKay,
who recently placed third at the Pan-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR THE REBOUND…Blue Devil Casey El Kourey, No. 12, grabs a rebound in the battle with the Raider girls.
The Raiders, however, won the rebound battle and won the game, 33-19.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UP IN ARMS AGAINST A TOUGH FOE… Blue Devil Mike Venezia, No. 22, guards Raider Brian Dougher, No. 20. Venezia
rolled in 29 points, including four 3-pointers and Dougher scored 11 points.

Holly Cohen
• Top Lister Month of December
• Westfield area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Holly Cohen
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Holly Cohen in, and she’ll bring results!
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Blue Devil Wrestlers Knock
Kearny Kardinals, 40-39

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Now, It’s Adults Who Should
Be Seen and Not Heard

You want to know what kind of
world we live in? Consider this: Out in
Hunterdon County, there’s a group of
“concerned” parents who have formed
a committee (the name escapes me at
this time but it’s something like “Par-
ents to Save Hunterdon Central Soc-
cer”) to basically get the Hunterdon
Central Regional school board to re-
place the school’s longtime boys soc-
cer coach.

What has the coach, Larry Ries,
done to deserve this? Well, since 1979
his 27 teams have dominated the
Hunterdon-Warren county champion-
ships, won over 300 games, rarely had
a losing season and sent a lot of kids to
college to play soccer. All this at a
school much better known for its foot-
ball teams.

So, why would anybody want to
replace a coach like that? The reason
given in the Hunterdon Democrat had
something to do with the fact Ries
didn’t keep as many players on the
varsity roster as other teams in the
Skyland Conference. So, rather than
have two extra kids sitting on the bench,
let’s lynch the guy! Makes sense, no?

No! No! No!
This is what you could call the Chris-

topher (Mad Dog) Russo mentality,
the ESPN mentality, if you will. A
group of most likely non-athletes/par-
ents thinking they know more about a
sport than a man who has been coach-
ing high school athletes for over 30
years. It’s sort of like the time WFAN’s
Russo tried to macho up his baseball
knowledge by challenging then-Mets
manager Jeff Torborg about a certain
strategy. Torborg, an all-state catcher
at WHS, an all-America catcher at
Rutgers, a guy who caught no-hitters
by Nolan Ryan and Sandy Koufax,
among others, a guy with 30 years in
the big leagues as a player and man-
ager, was being told he didn’t know
baseball strategy by a guy whose last
significant baseball game was in some
10-year-old minor little league, where
he probably played his two innings
hidden out in right field.

Something of this sort happened in
our little town of Westfield about a half-
century ago, when some folks on the
Board of Education decided it would be
in the school’s best interests if legend-
ary football coach Joe Freeman no
longer walked the sideline. All Free-
man had done was coach the Blue Dev-
ils through the first golden age of WHS
football, posting a 92-39-3 record in 14
years, with three undefeated teams, five
sectional champions and enough all-
state players to fill a small college ros-
ter. But he’d had a couple of “down”
seasons and, quicker than you could say
“Spittin’ Joe,” he was out. The golden
days of the 1940s were replaced by the
desert wasteland of the ’50s.

I can even remember during the Gary

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kehler era, some guys in town, boost-
ers and little league coaches, used to
complain that the legendary coach was
too predictable (final record: 171-26-
7), didn’t pass enough (more touch-
down passes under Kehler than any
other coach), and always called the
“four-two” for the opening play (which
was usually good for five or six yards,
even though the other team knew it
was coming).

So this isn’t anything really new. A
couple years ago, an outstanding girls
soccer coach like Pete Giordano was
basically driven out of coaching by
some all-knowing WHS parents, many
of whom first saw a soccer pitch when
they started attending their daughters’
games. All Giordano, a three-year
letterman and team captain at WHS —
did was put outstanding teams on the
field for 13 years, winning 210 games,
seven county championships and an-
nually going deep into the state tourna-
ment. And now there are some who
likely have never put on a helmet who
would like to see Ed Tranchina step
down — or be removed, ala Freeman
— as the WHS football coach. The last
two years haven’t been kind to
Tranchina, but his first 17 teams were
usually very solid, very fundamental
and won way more than they lost.

It reminds me of something my par-
ents used to say, when I’d try to say
something and there were adults talk-
ing in the room. They’d say children
should “be seen and not heard.” Ironi-
cally, now that I’m older, wiser (?) and
looking at things from a different per-
spective, it seems to me that it’s now
some adults who should “be seen and
not heard.”

DEN TRIVIA
Who was the swim coach when WHS

started its string of 42 straight Union
County championships in 1957 and
won its first of 20 state championships
in 1958?

MURRAY TO BE HONORED
Mike Murray, a senior tri-captain of

the 2006 WHS baseball team, will be
among the honorees at the 70th Union
County Hot Stove Dinner, Feb. 12, at
L’Affaire, Mountainside. Murray will
share the Most Valuable Player award
for the 2005 high school season with
Roselle Catholic’s Nick Nolan and
Cranford’s Jamar Ingram.

Murray, who already owns quite a
few WHS career and season batting
statistics, had a big performance in
November down in Jupiter, Fla., at
the World Wood Bat (remember
them?) Tournament. Playing for
Farrah Builders from down at the
shore, he went 7-for-10 with five RBI
as Farrah went 2-1-1.

Last weekend, Murray played in the
Perfect Game USA World Showcase
in Fort Myers, Fla., and this weekend
he’ll be in Tucson, Ariz., for the PUMA

All-American Tournament.
ON THE RISE

In less than three years, WHS junior
P.J. Harley has gone from unheralded
freshman to one of the premier dis-
tance swimmers in school history. Last
Saturday night at Burlington County
College, Pemberton, Harley swam a
4:46.93 in the 500 freestyle, becoming
the third fastest 500 swimmer in WHS
history.

Among those he passed on the
school’s Top 15 List, were “Animal
Ed” Pretre, Pete Catanzaro, Paul
Kolterjahn, Paul Healy, Chris Heinen,
Tim Coultas, Dave Schwartz, Jay Pol-
lack, Aaron Weber and Ted Pollack.
That’s an impressive list. Ahead of
Harley are Tim Romano (4:46.58) and
record-holder Chris McFadden
(4:33.74).

Harley, whose previous best 500
was a 4:56 against Bridgewater last
month, trains year-round with coach
Jim Wood at the Berkeley Aquatic
Club, which is known for its distance
program.

Ironically, Harley’s performance
came while he was being touched out,
and was an example of the kind of
night it was for the WHS boys, who
lost 128-42 to No. 1-rated St. August-
ine Prep. WHS put up 41 season or
lifetime best times in the loss.

HOCKEY FUNDRAISER
The WHS ice hockey team depends

on the support of the community to
help defray costs of ice time, equip-
ment, etc. The team has been in exist-
ence since the 1994-95 season.

The Westfield Ice Hockey Associa-
tion will hold a Dinner, Dance and
Silent Auction on Saturday, Jan. 28, 7
p.m., at L’Affaire in Mountainside.
The local band “Dry Ice” will perform
and there will be a dinner buffet and
drinks included for the $75.00 fee.

Among the things being auctioned
are a Caribbean cruise, airline tickets,
hotel stays, original works of art, event
tickets and a variety of gift certificates
from local stores.

Ice hockey has been a fast-growing
sport in New Jersey, and with both
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (first-year
club team now) and Cranford having
squads, it’s just another sport for some
great rivalry matchups. Support your
Devils!

TRIVIA ANSWER
Joe Kursar coached the WHS swim

team from 1957-60, posting a 47-1
dual-meet record, winning four county
championships and two state titles. He
later served as an assistant wrestling
coach for Gary Kehler.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

ther Holiday Tournament in Roselle
Park, made quick work of Kardinal
Chris Osborn, sticking him to the mat
in 1:03. Matt Kamel followed with a
3:02 fall over Don Plaugic at 130-lbs
and Matt Shaffer won a 7-3 decision
over Jake Franchino at 135-lbs to
give Westfield a 15-6 team lead. At
145-lbs, Joe Corea downed Kardinal
Kyle Stalk in 1:05, then Andrew
Shaffer made the team score 27-12 by
pinning Steve Cedola in 3:57. Blue
Devil Colin Willard pinned Brian
McCurrie in 3:38 at 171-lbs. Although
losing via 4-3, decision at 189-lbs,
Blue Devil Bob Mroz looked sharp.

“Matt Shafer really took it to him.
He’s really coming along,” said Kurz.
“Joe came out with intensity. You
could see as soon as he stepped out
that he had in his mind that he wasn’t
going to lose. Bob Mroz lost twice to
that kid in the Kearny Tournament by
major decision. His not giving up a
major decision really helped.”

Since the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team, without
standouts Pat Mineo and Sal Gano

who competed in the “Beast of the
East” tournament in Delaware, lost to
Kearny early in the season, the Blue
Devils presently control the driver’s
seat for top honors in the Watchung
Conference. The Blue Devils and the
Raiders are scheduled to have a show-
down in Scotch Plains on Wednes-
day, January 18, at 5 p.m.

Kurz added, “This was our first
significant win in a really long time.
It is the first time in memory that we
beat a quality team.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
119: — Vince Ignomirella (K) p Sam
Reichbach, 3:32
125: — MacKay (W) p Osborn, 1:03
130: — Kamel (W) p Plaugic, 3:02
135: — M. Shaffer (W) d Franchino, 7-3
140: — Mike Coviea (K) p Ricardo
Johnson, 4:27
145: — Corea (W) p Stalk, 1:05
152: — A. Shaffer (W) p. Cedola, 3:57
160: — Nick Cedola (K) p Boyd, 3:21
171: — Willard (W) p McCurrie, 3:38
189: — Joe Topchev (K) d Mroz, 4-3
215: — Cruikshank (W) p Pearsall, 5:49
Hwt: — Jon Rodriguez (K) p Zach Bullek, 3:37
103: — Matt McClure (K) p Nick
DeFreitas, 3:29
112: — Malaquias (K) p Barnes, 3:10

GANO, MINEO, GIANNACI EACH WIN THREE BOUTS

Raider Matmen Place Third
At Patriot Wrestling Duals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competing in the prestigious Pa-
triot Duals at North Warren High
School in the wrestling Mecca of
Blairstown on January 7 turned out to
be a success for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team.
With such teams as 19th-ranked
Lenape Valley, 17th-ranked North
Warren, Randolph, Boonton, Newton,
West Milford and a team from East
Stroudsburg, Pa., the Raiders won two
of their three matches to finish
third.The 4-5 Raiders demolished
Boonton, 57-16, in the quarterfinals
then lost to North Warren, 54-21, in
the semifinals. North Warren later de-
feated Lenape Valley, 33-31, for the
championship. In the bout for third
place, the Raiders burned Randolph
39-38 via criterion No. 6 decision
(most first-period points – 14-10).

Raiders Sal Gano (119-lbs), Pat
Mineo (140-lbs) and Nick Giannaci
(189-lbs) – winners at the John Goles
Tournament in late December – won
all three of their bouts. Gano pinned
Aaron Cronk of Boonton in 4:39,
Kyle Jablon of North Warren in 2:20
and Billy Quinn of Randolph in 57
seconds. Mineo handled Boonton’s

Alex Arnest, 9-4, decisioned North
Warren’s Luke Stefanacci, 9-3, and
pinned Randolph’s Jake Rosen in
1:01. After receiving a forfeit,
Giannaci claimed a 7-2 decision over
North Warren’s Zach Dorland then
won a tough, 6-4, overtime decision
over Randolph’s Mike Suk.

“It was a great match,” Raider Head
Coach John Scholz said of Giannaci’s
overtime bout. “Suk went in for a
shot. Nick countered and put him on
his back but the ref stopped the match
right there. The ref should not stop
the bout if he has the guy on his back.
That could have given us the victory
without the criteria.”

Raider Ricky Olsson, who placed
second at the Goles Tournament,
grabbed an 8-0, majority decision
over Boonton’s Nick Questa at 130-
lbs, but was on the bottom portion of
a 2:15 fall against North Warren’s
Garrett Meagher. Olsson came back
to show Randolph’s Tom Wuestoff
the lights in 57 seconds.

At 125-lbs, Trevor Cannon pinned
Boonton’s Rob DeGrott in 2:36 and
beat North Warren’s Justin Fox, 10-5,
before losing via tech fall to
Randolph’s Kyle Bieg. At 112-lbs,
Mike Ferrara won a tech fall over

Boonton’s Bill Matarazzo and de-
feated North Warren’s Trevor Orcutt,
6-4, then dropped a 9-4 decision to
Randolph’s Corey Pedric.

Heavyweight Joe Foote claimed
falls against Boonton and Randolph
and lost by fall against North Warren.
At 152-lbs, Dave DeNichilo won by
fall against Boonton and claimed a 7-
0 decision against North Warren. At
103-lbs, Gary Schardien won by fall
against Boonton and claimed a for-
feit against Randolph. Joe Bachi won
his 160-lb bout over Randolph’s P.J.
Catazone via tech fall in 4:50. At 145-
lbs, Joe Sette defeated Boonton’s Sean
Hegarty, 9-2.

“It was a back and forth the whole
time,” Scholz said of the match with
Randolph.

The Raiders needed to win via fall
in the final bout against Randolph,
which was won by Gano in 57 sec-
onds.

“I knew most of the criteria but I
wasn’t sure of all the criteria, so I told
Sal to try to get a bunch of takedowns,”
chuckled Scholz.

THIRD PLACE MATCH:
SP-F 39, RANDOLPH 38

125: — Kyle Bieg (R) tf Cannon, 5:10
130: — Olsson (SPF) p. Wuestoff, :57
135: — Sean Collins (R) p Rob Desiato, :37
140: — Mineo (SPF) p Rosen, 1:01
145: — Travis Hughes won injury de-
fault over Sette
152: — Kingsley Viscarro (R) p
DeNichilo, 3:49
160: — Bachi (SPF) tf Catizone, 4:50
171: — Kyle Tufts (R) p Mike O’Neill, 1:35
189: — Giannaci (SPF) d Suk, 6-4, OT
215: — Rob Garone (R) p Keith Baker, 1:31
Hwt: — Foote (SPF) p Erik Woodruff, 3:26
103: — Schardien (SPF) won forfeit
112: — Pedric (R) d Ferrara, 9-4
119: — Gano (SPF) p Quinn, :57

Devil Matmen Rout
M.X. Shabazz, 75-6

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team upped it record to 2-0 with
a 75-6 rout of Malcolm X. Shabazz in
Newark on January 4.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — Nick DeFreitas (W) p Daquan
Ragland, 3:06
112: — John Barnes (W) p Stan Askew, :47
119: — Sam Reichbach (W) p Solomon
Neal, :45
125: — Colin MacKay (W) p Bryan
Adams, 1:04
130: — Matt Kamel (W) p Stephon
Figueroa, 1:39
135: — Matt Shaffer (W) p Ishmil
Maldonaldo, 1:06
140: — Jeremiah Jackson (MX) won forfeit
145: — Joe Corea (W) p Mike Watson, 1:11
152: — Andrew Shaffer (W) p Raheem
Harris, 3:58
160: — Mark Boyd (W) won forfeit
171: — Colin Willard (W) p Shelton
Cameron, :59
189: — Bob Mroz (W) d Naeem Moore, 7-6
215: — Steve Cruikshank (W) won forfeit
Hwt: — Zach Bullek (W) p Edrese Gray, 1:38

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

FANWOOD $399,900 FANWOOD $799,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $569,000 WESTFIELD $619,900

Must see to appreciate!  Immaculate home on cul-de-sac offers a large Eat-In
Kitchen with Corian counters, Sub-Zero, Jennair, Woodmode cabinetry, Family
Room with sliders to large side yard.  Also includes a newer furnace, central air
conditioning and HWH.

New construction!  Center Hall Colonial, approximately 3,000 sq. ft. of beauti-
fully appointed living space, Kitchen with cherry cabinets, granite counters and
bay, eat-in area opens to Family Room, Master Bedroom with sitting area and
full bath with whirlpool, walk-up 3rd floor and a 2nd floor laundry.

Warm and welcoming!  Very spacious Colonial/Cape.  Nearly a half acre tran-
quil wooded lot.  This home offers 7 rooms including 4 Bedrooms, 2 baths and
newer Kitchen with dining area, fireplace, oak floors, 1st floor laundry and so
much more.

Peaceful setting!  On almost 1/3 acre, this home will grow with your family.
Spacious rooms with hardwood floors, charming stone fireplace in Living Room,
screened porch off Dining Room and ground level Family Room add to the
enjoyment of daily living.
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SEASON TO GEAR UP WITH TOUGH PATRIOT DUALS

Raiders Tune Up With 60-15
Mat Win Over Blue Knights

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the tough Patriot Duals on the
horizon this past Saturday morning
and afternoon, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
worked on smoothing out some rough
edges with a 60-15, tune up victory
over an improving Irvington squad in
Scotch Plains on January 4. The Pa-
triot Duals, which will take place in
Blairstown, feature several tough
teams, including host North Warren
and 19th-ranked Lenape Valley.

“I want to commend them. They
did a great job,” Raider Head Coach
John Scholz said of Irvington. “Their
coaches really fired them up. Even
though the score may not show it,
each individual match their kid had a
shot. They had some good athletes.”

Beginning with the 160-lb bout,
Raider Joe Bachi tallied two escapes,
a reversal and a three-point near-fall
to claim a 7-4 victory over Blue Knight
Ken Jackson. After Raider Mike
McNeil received a forfeit at 171-lbs,
Nick Giannaci flattened 189-lb Derick
Burroughs in 56 seconds with a pan-
cake.

At 215-lbs, Raider Keith Baker was
taken down late in the third period by
veteran Max Philador to end up on

the short end of a 4-3 decision. Blue
Knight powerhouse Tom Weaver re-
corded a fall in 1:19 over Joe Foote at
heavyweight, using a slick ankle pick
to a cradle takedown.

After Wes Morrison received a for-
feit at 103-lbs, the Raiders bumped
their next five wrestlers up one weight
class beginning with Gary Schardien
who pinned Dwayne Watson with a
chin under hook in 1:11 at 112-lbs. At
119-lbs, Mike Ferrera recorded two
takedowns, a reversal, an escape and
a near-fall before settling Mike
Simpson with a half nelson in 5:04.

Raider Sal Gano kept his winning
momentum rolling by recording a
takedown and a cradle near-fall be-
fore turning 125-lb Nordeen Wright
with a half nelson in 1:21. Trevor
Cannon chalked up a takedown and
three near-falls before turning out the
lights on Elijah Hopkins in 55 sec-
onds with a half nelson. At 135-lbs,
Ricky Olsson punished Marc Duvert
but could not turn the stubborn Blue
Knight to his back and came up with
a 6-0 shutout.

“Sal is an aggressive kid. The ‘Beast
(of the East)’ fired him up. He’s ready
for the season,” said Scholz. “He is
going to be one of the big contenders
at 119. Trevor, I saw a lot of different

moves. The transition is big. Ricky
Olsson! What can we say? He’s an
animal!”

Pat Mineo scored two takedowns
and two near-falls on 140-lb Anthony
Jallah to carry a 10-1 lead into the
second period before adding another
takedown, then quickly pinning him
with a far arm corkscrew in 2:16. At
145-lbs, Joe Sette made the team
score, 60-9, by pinning Corey Chris-
tian in 1:40 with an arm bar and pull
back maneuver.

“We had some new guys in the
lineup. Joe Foote had a tough kid but
he is going to be big for us. I’m
pleased all the way through. The kids
took everything from the workout
room and brought it to the mats.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: — Bachi (S) d Jackson, 7-4
171: — Mike O’Neil (S) won forfeit
189: — Giannaci (S) p Burroughs, :56
215: — Philador (I) d Baker, 4-3
Hwt: — Weaver (I) p Foote, 1:19
103: — Wes Morrison (S) won forfeit
112: — Schardien (S) p Watson, 1:11
119: — Ferrara (S) p Simpson, 5:04
125: — Gano (S) p Wright, 1:21
130: — Cannon (S) p Hopkins, :55
135: — Olsson (S) d Duvert, 6-0
140: — Mineo (S) p Jallah, 2:16
145: — Sette (S) p Christian, 1:40
152: — Shane Samuels (I) p Mike Zam-
Zam, 1:55

VENEZIA PUMPS IN 21 POINTS, ROGERS BUCKETS 16

Blue Devil B’Ballers Silence
Cranford Cougar Boys, 66-51

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Mike Venezia hit for
21 points, guard Terron Rogers
pumped in 16 points and forward Tom
Bonard collected nine points and
handed out 11 assists as the Westfield
High School boys’ basketball team
silenced the Cranford Cougars, 66-51,
in Cranford on January 6. Sophomore
Simon Smith paced the Cougars with
a game-high 24 points.

“Whenever we play Cranford or
Scotch Plains, it’s always going to be
a battle, and it’s always going to be
difficult. I felt that if we could come
in here and play with that same inten-
sity as with Scotch Plains, we could
win and we did a good job,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly. “We
shot the ball very well, we defended

well and rebounded the basketball,
which was key.”

When asked about what the key to
the victory was, Everly said, “Venezia
learned a valuable lesson in Scotch
Plains in the second half. He kind of
took it on himself to bring the team
back and scored 19 points. Here he
came out and did the same thing. He
came out with intensity, he was tak-
ing the ball to the basket, he was
posting up and he was making three’s.
As to Bonard, whoever is the best
player on the court for the other team,
he’s playing them, whether it’s a point
guard or a big man, he’s going to do
it and he did a good job on Chris
Brown today.”(3-points)

Venezia converted four free throws
and finished with eight points in the
first quarter. Santo Nardi and Rogers
each smoked the net with a 3-pointer.
Bonard netted a jumper and Gerckens
dropped in a lay-up to give the Blue
Devils an 18-10 lead.

In the second quarter, the Blue
Devils zeroed in from long range.
Rogers nailed a 3-pointer and a lay-
up. Venezia sank two 3-pointers, Pete
Antonelli scorched the basket from
the right side and Gerckens dropped
in four points, building a 37-26 lead.

In the third quarter, Rogers’ hit two
3-pointers, Bonard bucketed seven

points, including a 3-pointer, Dan
Pritsker hit a jumper and Gerckens
connected from the foul line to ex-
tend the lead to 53-38.

“If you give Terron space, he’s go-
ing to make shots and he was open.
They gambled, they felt he couldn’t
make shots and their gamble didn’t
work out,” said Everly.

“We started out hot and did what we
had to do. They went to a box one-on-
one on Mike, so they left me open and
I knocked them down,” added Rogers.

Cougars Smith scored seven points
and Greg Van Horn hit a 3-bagger in
the 13-13, final quarter. Venezia added
seven points and Nardi netted a base
line jumper. Pritsker, Rogers and
Terrell Shaw each stroked the net for
one point.

“From the point of coming out, we
said that this game was going to be a
different story. We are going to come
out strong from the first quarter on
and play the whole game hard,” said
Venezia. “Cranford, like Scotch
Plains, they are good teams. They
have good shooters and penetrators,
so we needed to play them alike.
Coach is always saying just to put my
heart in it and everything will come
together and he’s right.”
Westfield 18 19 16 13 66
Cranford 10 16 12 13 51

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON THE GUILLOTINE…Raider Joe Bachi, top right, works on putting his Blue Knight opponent Ken Jackson
in a guillotine pinning maneuver in the 160-lb bout. Bachi did not totally “sever” relationships but he did win, 7-4.

Blue Devil Track Girls Take
Fourth in UC Indoor Relays
The Westfield High School girls

finished fourth in the Union County
(UC) girls indoor track relays at Dunn
Center in Elizabeth on January 9.
Westfield finished with 28 points,
while Summit won it first ever UC
title with a total of 36. Plainfield at 34
and Cranford at 32 finished 2-3, re-
spectively, while the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls finished sixth with 25
points.

The Blue Devils’ best showing
came in the two-mile relay where
Meg Driscoll (2:37.27), Rose Driscoll
(2:39.3), Danielle Parkinson
(2:45.97) and Ayn Wisler (2:33.6)
crossed second with a combined time
of 10:36.14. Karolyn Cook (28’6.75”)
and Katie Anderson (25’6.25”) placed
third in the team shot put with a
distance of 54’1”.

Erin McCarthy (30.91), Marlena
Sheridan (30.99), Christina Obiajulu
(1:07.8) and Stephanie Cortinhal
(2:36.87) finished fourth in the sprint

medley with a time of 4:46.57.
Catherine Cognetti (880 at 2:44),
JoAnn Mathew (440 at 1:11.3), Kim
Legones (1,320 at 4:20.13) and
Revenna Neville (1,760 at 6:07.15)
finished fourth in the distance med-
ley with a time of 14:22.5.

MaryKate Luker (1:10.86), Tessa
Schaaf (1:08.22), Meg Driscoll
(1:08.88) and Cortinhal (1:08.31)
placed fourth in the one-mile with a
time of 4:36.27. Emily Perry (4’10”)
and Schaaf (4’4”) placed sixth in the
team high jump with a height of 9’2”.
Perry (10.22), Luker (9.69), Schaaf
(9.92) and Sheridan (9.11) finished
sixth in the shuttle hurdles with a time
of 39.2.

The Raiders finished second in the
one-mile relay with a time of 4:32.4
and third in the 880 with a time of
1:59.3. In the two-mile relay, the Raid-
ers crossed fourth at 11:04.7 and, in
the sprint medley, they took sixth
with a time of 4:51.5.

Pingry Swimmers Top
Raider Boys/Girls

The Pingry boys and girls swim
teams claimed respective 111-59 and
93.5-76.5 victories over the visiting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys and girls swim team on January
9. In the boys’ meet, Pingry’s Brian
Wilson set a Junior National Inde-
pendent School record in the 100
butterfly in a short course meter pool.
Pingry’s Zack Cordero, John Guiffre,
Ed Layng and Wilson also set a school
record in the 400-meter freestyle re-
lay with a time of 3:43.82 breaking
the 1998 record of 3:45.99.

BOYS – PINGRY 111, SP-F 59
50 free: Ed Layng (P) 25.94
100 free: John Guiffre (P) 56.06
200 free: Guiffre (P) 2:04.27
500 free: Matt Miller (S) 5:54.33
100 breast: Sean Hager (P) 1:12.6
100 fly: Brian Wilson (P) 56.59
100 back: Ed Layng (P) 1:04.11
200 IM: Wilson (P) 2:16.06
200 free relay: P (Evan Mendelsohn,
Hager, Zack Cordero, Guiffre) 1:47.31
400 free relay: P (Cordero, Guiffre,
Layng, Wilson) 3:43.82
200 medley relay: P (Wilson, Hager,
Layng, John Kolb) 1:56.22

GIRLS – PINGRY 93.5, SP-F 76.5
50 free: Maja Feenick (P) 28.97
100 free: Katie O’Connor (P) 1:05.8
200 free: Ana Barry (P) 2:22.27
500 free: Feenick (P) 6:12.36
100 breast: Jen Layng (P) 1:24.48
100 fly: Jillian Murphy (S) 1:13.05
100 back: Kate Johnson (S) 1:13.46
200 IM: Murphy (S) 2:35.01
200 free relay: S (Kristen Henkels, Kate
Kosenik, Allison Haggan, Murphy)
1:50.25
400 free relay: P (Christina Daquila,
Barry, O’Connor, Feenick) 4:21.96
200 medley relay: S (Johnson, Erin
Rossi, Haggan, Annie O’Halloran)
2:19.01

WESTFIELD

A freshly painted exterior & wrap-a-round porch invites you into this lovely turn of the century Victorian.  This home
boasts 5 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths & an updated kitchen.  The charm of this home is further enhanced by hardwood floors,
stained glass windows, pocket doors & original moldings.  Close to schools, transportation & Westfield’s vibrant
downtown.  (052000575)

SCOTCH PLAINS
This distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous attention
to detail.  Set on an exquisite cul de sac and designed on a grand scale, this elegant home features a 2 story entry
foyer, designer gourmet kitchen, spectacular family room with stone fireplace, refined living room, gracious dining
room, office/study, four generous bedrooms, walk-out lower level with great room, full entertaining kitchen, exercise
room, bonus room & more.  The deck spans the entire rear elevation & overlooks an unsurpassed breathtaking 1.39
acres of specimen planting, lush lawns, patios & natural wooded area.  Call for your private tour today!  (052000541)

Welcome to this wonderful home situated on a large lot.  Pride of ownership abounds in the meticulously maintained Cape
Cod style home.  You will fall in love with the spaciousness this house affords with an oversized living room, family room,
kitchen & 3 amply sized bedrooms on the 2nd fl.  This house is a true gem & features hardwood floors, wood-burning
fireplace & 2-zone central air & heating.  The very large finished basement with a full 3rd bath presents an opportunity to
have a possible 4th bedroom / in-law/au pair suite.  Short distance from downtown & NY transportation.  (052000636)

WESTFIELD
Welcome to this lovely expanded ranch in the heart of Westfield.  This home has a flexible floor plan with generous
sized rooms to suit any lifestyle, with tasteful upgrades and amenities throughout.  This home boasts four bedrooms, 2
½ baths, updated eat-in kitchen with breakfast nook, living room with wood-burning fireplace, central air, newer roof
and driveway, upgraded electrical and much more.  All lovingly maintained on a tranquil landscaped property.  DIR:
Central Ave. to Roger #330  (052000585)

Open House: Sun. 1/15  12-4PMCustom Built Colonial

Yesterday’s Charm / Today’s ConveniencesSpacious Cape $669,000 WESTFIELD $1,095,000

$1,295,000 $699,000
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Raiders Surprise Blue Devils
In Girls’ Hoops Battle, 33-19

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Cagers Win Clash
With Blue Devil Boys, 64-62

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

even game until the middle of the
fourth quarter then that one girl stuck
that one three (pointer) and that turned
it all around. We will be okay! These
girls are feisty. These girls will step it
up.”

That one girl, who entered the game
when Lauren Mains got in foul trouble
and snapped a 15-15 deadlock, was
Raider freshman Rachel Kryper who
nailed a 3-pointer a few minutes into
the final quarter that seemed to un-
ravel the Blue Devils’ concentration
and open the floodgates. From that
point, Law rolled in three lay-ups,
Benovengo rolled in two lay-ups and
Zazzali sank another.

“When Mains got in foul trouble
and we took her out, Rachel did a
tremendous job on Erin Miller,” com-
mented coach Davis. “That (3-
pointer) really helped her confidence.
Today was kind of a breakout game
for her.”

Both teams were stymied by each
other’s defensive scheme. The Blue
Devils could not find a seam in the
Raiders’ defense and the few shots
that were taken by both teams ap-
peared to be rushed.

The Raiders took a 5-2 lead after
the first quarter. All points came via

free throws. Benovengo scored the
first lay-up of the game, three min-
utes into the second quarter and
O’Leary followed with the Blue Dev-
ils’ first 2-pointer. Benovengo sank a
free throw and Miller hit a 2-pointer
to make the halftime score, 8-6.

The Blue Devils took an 11-10 lead
with 2:30 left in the third quarter but
Zazzali knotted the score with a suc-
cessful free throw. Miller put in two
2-pointers while Law sank one but
Zazzali hit two more free throws to
tie the score heading into the fourth
quarter.

“They won their tournament but
we played in a pretty tough tourna-
ment ourselves. We did a better job
today than we did against Cranford in
the fourth quarter. Today, we took it
to them. We kept things under control
with the ball. We didn’t have any
turnovers. We made some foul shots,”
said Davis. “I don’t think they thought
we could defend them the way we
defended them. We pounded them on
the boards. We out-rebounded them.
We are bigger than them inside. We
were physical with them and I don’t
think they were ready for it.”
Westfield   2   4   9   4 19
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5   3   7 18 33

ball is when you have a talented team
like they do. However, we did a good
job by keeping our composure. We
made the right plays, hit our foul
shots at the end and did a good job
stepping up.”

Mike Venezia bucketed 29 points,
including four 3-pointers, and cap-
tured six rebounds to lead the 3-3 Blue
Devils. Dan Pritsker dished out three
3-pointers and finished with 12 points.
Tom Bonard hit a three-pointer, went
4-for-6 from the foul line, contributed
seven assists and made two steals.
Terron Rogers bucketed 12 points.

“In the first half, because of all of
the positive things that have happened
to us, our kids thought that we could
walk out there and everything would
click; however, we came out so flat
and it was disappointing,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“Scotch Plains physically over-
matched us and they took the ball to
the basket. We had mental break-
downs that allowed Bayard to be wide
open where we talked specifically
about not giving him an inch. They
talk about how they want to be good,
how they want to make runs at people,
but they have to learn that you need to
put together two halves. In the second
half, they fought hard where we did
bring it back to a tie game. You need
to continue to get stops, not let it slip
out and not get ourselves in that situ-
ation.”

Mental lapses and an offensive
drought in the opening quarter placed
the Blue Devils on the short side of a
26-10 score. Young drew first blood
with a lay-up and Bayard sank four 3-
pointers in the quarter. Venezia banged

a 3-pointer as did Pritsker.
Each team continued to play a fast-

break style of game in the second
quarter but the Raiders controlled the
boards to gain an 18-14 edge to spread
their lead to 20 at the half.

In the third quarter, the Blue Devils
communicated well and poured it on
strong, outscoring the Raiders, 17-8.
Venezia, Bonard, Rogers and Pritsker
all nailed 3-pointers to cut the lead to
52-41.

The Blue Devils successfully pen-
etrated the Raiders’ defense to
outscore the visitors, 21-12, in the
fourth quarter and even had the score
tied at 58. Venezia poured in two 3-
pointers, two jumpers and four free
throws. Rogers, Bonard and Pritsker
each scored two points. The Raiders
broke the tie when Dougher hit a
right-side jumper and a foul shot with
1:08 left. Young then hit a 2-pointer
and sank a free throw. Venezia fired in
his fourth 3-pointer as time ran out.

“We knew that we had to come out
and play tough and we didn’t. They
jumped out to a big lead and that was
it,” said Venezia. “We came out strong
and played well in the second half,
but it was not good enough.”

“There’s not much of a positive
you can take out of this game,” added
Bonard. “We felt we needed to win,
we had the opportunities and we
should have won the game. We can
prove to other teams that we have all
the tools and all the weapons to come
back, but we really need to lock down
teams in the first half and set the to
tone.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 26 18   8 12 64
Westfield 10 14 17 21 62

Raider Track Boys Get 2nd
In Union County Relays

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys indoor track team liter-
ally fell short of winning the Union
County Relays at Dunn Center in Eliza-
beth on January 4. The Raiders fin-
ished second with a team total of 41
while Elizabeth took top honors with
44 points. Westfield placed third with
29 points and Union Catholic tied
Rahway for fourth with a total of 28.

Raiders Nehemiah Burney-Porter,
Tom Pennella, James Alfano and an-
chor Kyle Robotham placed first in
the shuttle hurdles with a time of
33.1. John Badala, Anthony Nelson
and Mike Alleman combined to win
the team shot put with a distance of
133’7”. Robotham, who also an-
chored the third-place one-mile relay
foursome, anchored the 880-yard re-
lay but fell down and the Raiders
failed to score in the event.

Blue Devils Evan Friedman (880-
yards at 2:17.7), Donnie Turlington
(440 at 59.5), Kris Kagan (1,200 at
3:33.7) and anchor Jeff Perrella (mile
at 4:36) glided to victory in the dis-
tance medley relay with a time of
11:27.4. Alex Tarlow, Ray Chen, Eric
Scrudato and John Gagliano crossed
first in the two-mile relay with a time
of 9:08.2. Westfield also finished sec-
ond in the sprint medley relay at 4:01.1
and the Raiders took sixth in the event

at 4:16.6.
Union Catholic Vikings Garrett

Ellis, Julian Phillips, Nick Morrison
and Jon Cardadeiro won the mile
relay with a time of 3:50.6. The Vi-
kings finished second in the two-mile
relay at 9:12.9 followed by the Raid-
ers at 9:13.2. The Vikings also placed
second in the distance medley relay
with a time of 11:36 followed by the
Raiders at 12:01. The Vikings fin-
ished fifth in the 880-yard relay at
1:45.5 and the Raiders took fifth in
the team high jump with a height of
10’10” followed by the Blue Devils
also with a height of 10’10”.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Elizabeth 44, 2. Scotch Plains-

Fanwood 41, 3. Westfield 29, 4. Union
Catholic and Rahway 28, 6. Plainfield
26, 7. Union and Roselle Catholic 10, 9.
Johnson 9, 10. Linden 6, 11. Cranford
and St. Patrick’s 4, 13. Roselle 3, 14. 14.
Governor Livingston, New Providence
and Summit 2

Raider Cagers Singe
West Orange, 46-45

Junior Allie Zazzali put in six of
her 13 points in overtime to push the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team past previously
undefeated West Orange, 46-45, in
Scotch Plains on January 5. Zazzali
rolled in the winning lay-up with three
second remaining.

Jackie Law led the 5-3 Raiders
with 17 points, Loni Kaye had four
points and Lauren Benovengo, who
had five points, sank a free throw to
send the game into overtime. Najah
Harris scored 15 points and Fatia
Whitsett bucketed 14 for 5-1 West
Orange.
West Orange   5   7 12 13   8 45
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd   7 15   8   7   9 46

Softball League to Hold
Classes for Umpires

Men and women who enjoy the
game of softball can earn extra money
in their spare time by becoming cer-
tified softball umpires. The Greater
Union County Softball Umpires As-
sociation, in cooperation with the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Union County De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities, will conduct its annual soft-
ball umpires training program begin-
ning Tuesday, February 21.

The training classes will take place
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday evenings
from February 21 through March 28
at the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth. The cost of
this six-week umpiring course is $125.
The classes are open to men and
women, 18 years of age and older,
who are interested in officiating soft-
ball games.

For more information and registra-
tion details, call the Union County
Amateur Softball Association office
at (908) 313-0983; or Bill Smith at
(908) 259-0154; or you can log on to
asasoftballucnj.org.

Crusader Cagers Jolt
Viking Boys, 53-52

Brian Kelly banged a 3-pointer with
a few second remaining to give the A.
L. Johnson High School boys basket-
ball team a 53-52 victory over Union
Catholic in Clark on January 6. Nike
Seamon scored 11 points and Chris
Esperon netted eight for the Vikings
and Bobby Dunn scored 21 points for
the 3-3 Crusaders. Kelly finished with
14 points.
Union Catholic 17   8 10 17 52
A. L. Johnson 12   6 15 20 53

Comet Cagers Singe
Lady Vikings, 28-27

The Hillside High School girls bas-
ketball team upped its record to 3-5
with a 28-27 victory over Union
Catholic in Hillside on January 6.
The Comets, led by Hassanah Oliver
who bucketed eight of her 13 points,
had a 12-1, second quarter run to take
a 15-11 lead at the half. Courtney
Harris led the Vikings with 10 points.
Union Catholic 10   1 10   6 27
Hillside   3 12   8   5 28

Alex Cena alex@shaleridge.net for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING THE BALL DOWN COURT…Raider Allie Zazzali, No. 33, brings
the ball down court with Blue Devil Gab O’Leary following closely behind.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING BY A DEVIL…Raider Sean Young, No. 33, dribbles around Blue Devil
defender Dan Pritzker. Young scored 17 points and grabbed 7 rebounds. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood won, 64-62.
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Hye-Young Choi

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003 • 10 Consecutive Years

email: hye-young@att.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Direct Line: 908-301-2015

Westfield . . . Gracious center hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood. This 4
bedroom, 3½ bath home offers an elegant style of living with traditional ap-
pointments and unsurpassed improvements. The beautiful décor is enhanced
by newer baths, lrg. Kitchen w/ spacious FR addition. Amenities incl: new rec
rm, 3 zn heat & CAC, 6 zn sprinkler sys, paver-block drive & walkway, large
patio & circulating koi pond. Walk to sch.  WSF0925  $1,250,000

Cranford . . . Elegant, spacious 12 room, 7 bedroom, 4 bath colonial on .80
acre built in 1912.  Vestibule with original leaded glass sidelights opens to
gracious foyer w/exquisite piano quality mahogany wainscoting.  LR w/
fireplace, banquet sz DR,newer cherry EIK, newer BTH, addition w/
BR,FR,BTH, Laundry. MBR w/frplc & BRH. One of Cranford’s premier
houses.  WSF0826  $1,200,000

Westfield….Magestic Highland Ave Tudor featuring 5 bedroom, 4 ½ Bths.
Outstanding architectural features include custom heavy chestnut stairway and
doors outfitted with hand made wrought iron hardware. 2 story entry reception
hall w/ upper landing. Spacious LR w/beautiful frplc, banquet size formal dining
room, open, airy garden/family room with barrel ceiling, and French drs to raised
flgstn patio. Renovated Kitchen w/separate dining area, custom baths, 1st flr Guest
Suite w/full bth, CAC, RRm, in ground Sylvan pool. WSF0762  $1,799,000

Westfield…Another elegant Buontempo home ready for occupancy in
April 2006. Approx. 7000sq ft on ½ acre, this home offers 12 RM, 5 BR,
6 full,1 half BTHS.  Noteworthy feature include 2 story entry, circular
strcase, 1st fl MBR w/frplc, lower level w/exercise facility & steam sauna,
30ft KIT w/adjacent FR. Additional MBR 2nd level.  Attractive open
staircase to 3rd level.  WFS 0938   $2,300,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, Jan. 15th • 1-4PM
37 Canturbury Lane, Westfield

WORKING TOGETHER FOR TV….WHS teacher Dr. John Burns and SPFHS
teacher William McMeekan, Jr. work with TV production students from each
school as they prepare for the first joint transmission on local channels.

SP-F/Westfield TV Channels
Air First Simulcast Production

When Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Westfield High Schools met for the
boys’ varsity basketball game on
January 3, it was more than just the
first match-up of these perennial ath-
letic rivals in the new year. It also
marked the first time the two schools
transmitted the game live on both
Scotch Plains channel 34 and
Westfield channel 36.

“This is the first time any program
has aired live over the two chan-
nels,” said Scotch Plains Television
Director and SPFHS TV Instructor
William McMeekan, Jr., “and I don’t
think we could have chosen a better
game to collaborate on.”

The intensely fought game ended
in a 64-62 victory for the SPFHS
Raiders.

The production crew for the game
was made up of students from both
schools and the game commentary
was done by announcers from each

school who provided play by play
observations live from the WHS gym
floor.

“I’m glad that Westfield and Scotch
Plains are finding common ground,”
said WHS principal Dr. Robert Petix,
“I enjoy seeing both teams succeed
and I particularly like it when they
can work together. It’s a win-win
situation.”

WHS TV teacher Dr. John Burns
added, “We look forward to doing
more shoots with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in the future.”

This notable and exciting game
will be rebroadcast by both channels
over the next few weeks.

SPFHS and WHS have collabo-
rated on several television shoots
each year since 2002.

 

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004   

Completely renovated, 12 room Colonial nestled in the heart of the “Brightwood” 
section of Westfield. Exhibiting quality craftsmanship and magnificent appointments, 
this exceptional residence combines classic charm and detail with modern luxury and 
convenience. The formal rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining guests 
with grand room sizes, architectural molding with custom detail.  All the while, the 
renovation is the perfect complement as the ease of everyday living is most apparent.  
Set on more than 1/2 acre of lush grounds, this unique property awaits a most 

discerning buyer.                 Offered at a pre-construction price of $2,159,000. 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

This spectacular and impressive Wychwood Colonial home, designed by Forefront 
Designs and crafted by ER Development, offers quality craftsmanship and custom 

details throughout its 14 meticulously detailed rooms.  Highlights of this five 
bedroom, four bathroom residence include a state of the art gourmet kitchen with 
separate breakfast room, luxurious master bedroom suite with dressing area, walk-
out basement w/recreation room and office and attached three car garage.  This 
fine home will be ready for Spring occupancy.  Call today for plans and a tour of 

the property.                     Offered at a pre-construction price of $2,500,000. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION OFFERING PREMIER 

WYCHWOOD LOCATION ON PRIVATE CUL-DE-SAC 

STUNNING BRIGHTWOOD COLONIAL HOME 

 BACKING TO THE PARK 

Cougar Lady Cagers Outflank
Blue Devils in Hoops, 35-25

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

each added two points.
Within the first three minutes of the

first quarter, Livonas was loosely
guarded and banged in two twos and
a 3-pointer to give the Cougars a 7-0
lead. After a timeout, the 6-3 Blue
Devils successfully tightened the reins
on Livonas, but had little success
from the free throw line and seemed
to be rushing all of their shots through-
out the game. The Blue Devils fin-
ished 7-for-18 (39 percent) from the
line.

“We shut her down. We did what
we had to do with her,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said of
Livonas. “The problem was our foul
shooting. We were seven for 18 from
the line.”

After Cartwright sank a lay-up, the
Cougars carried a 9-4 lead into the
second quarter. The Blue Devils nar-

rowed the margin to 15-12 but Cou-
gar Carla Rutmayer sank a wild 2-
pointer at the buzzer to end the half.

Due to their success with offensive
rebounding, the Cougars were able to
grab their own missed shots and get
second chances to score in the third
quarter. Amanda Porter hit all six of
her points in the quarter and
Cartwright rolled in a lay-up to up
Cranford’s lead to 27-16, entering the
fourth quarter.

The remainder of the game was
literally a free throw contest and the
Cougars went to the line and hit six of
14 while the Blue Devils hit three of
eight to go with 2-pointers from Gab
and Charlotte O’Leary and Cronen.

“We were rushing a little bit. We
had to settle down and try to move the
ball around to get some good shots
off,” Marino said of his team’s shoot-
ing. “The rebounding! They beat us
on the boards.”
Cranford   9   8 10   8 35
Westfield   4   8   4   9 25

See photos on the Web! See it in Color! www.goleader.com

BOARD BREAKING BONANZA…Students at Karate N Motion, 1006 South
Ave Westfield, rang in the New Year with a special Board Breaking Bonanza.
Pictured above is Samira Morin of Westfield breaking a board held by her father
with a sidekick. Board Breaking is one of many family events held at Karate N
Motion throughout the year. Karate N Motion, part of the village that helps
families raise their children.

Andrew Silber Wins 3
At Mat Tournament

PORTLAND, ME – The Sacred
Heart University wrestling team won
its first ever team title, taking the Ted
Reese Invitational at University of
Southern Maine in dominating fash-
ion. The Pioneers won five individual
titles and placed 12 out of 14 entries
in the top four.

Andrew Silber (174), a sophomore
from Scotch Plains, won his three
matches with a technical fall and two
major decisions. Silber defeated his
freshman teammate Matt Jabaut, 9-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUSTLING FOR THE BALL…Blue Devil Gab O’Leary, No. 10, and Cougar
Carla Rutmayer, No. 14, chase after a loose ball.

KATHY SHEA
Sales Associate

CELL PHONE: 908-930-9058
E mail: kathyshea@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Open House Sunday, January 15 • 1:00 – 4:00pm

446 Channing Avenue, Westfield
This pristine vintage Colonial offering ten rooms, two and a half baths
with many upgrades and fine features.  A formal Living Room with fire-
place and Dining Room and quiet study are your first taste of this out-
standing home.  A beautiful Kitchen opens to a bright Breakfast Area
with skylights.  There is a Family Room with exposed beams that can be
reached from the Dining Room or Kitchen area.  The Laundry and half
bath complete the first floor.  Upstairs there are four bedrooms and two
full baths all reaming with charm.  The sliding glass door from the Break-
fast Area opens to a brick Patio that overlooks a wonderful landscaped
yard and two car detached garage.  Offered at $799,000

Lady Blue Devils Rout
St. Pat Cagers, 63-19
Erin Miller (6 steals, 8 rebounds)

scored 25 points to lead the 7-3
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team to a 63-19 rout of St.
Patrick’s in Elizabeth on January 10.
Katie Cronen put in 10 points, made
two steals, had three assists and
grabbed eight rebounds.

Casey El Kourey sank eight points,
Danielle Infantino had seven rebounds
and four points and Gabby Jacobs
netted four points. Gab O’Leary had
eight steals, six points and three as-
sists. Judeline Exius bucketed 11
points for 2-6 St. Patrick’s
Westfield 17 19 17 10 63
St. Patrick’s   2   6   1 10 19
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Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct
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Another fabulous Buontempo home ready
for occupancy in March 2006!  A rare new
construction offering!  4,250 square feet of
majestic luxury on a picturesque Westfield
Street, with a tremendous list of amenities
and extensive attention to detail.  It offers
exquisite craftsmanship throughout, from
the gourmet kitchen, six bedrooms and four
and one half  custom bathrooms, to the sun
drenched conservatory, and 3 car garage, this
custom home affords memorable living on
a fully landscaped lot 140’ x 125’ lot.
Offered at $2,500,000.

315 Jefferson Avenue, Westfield
This Quality crafted new construction Colonial style
home is located within oneblock to the Westfield train
station. It offers an elegant two-story entry foyer, for-
mal dining room, living room and large family room
with fireplace. The gourmet kitchen is highlighted by
wood raised panel cabinetry, granite counter tops and
a breakfast area with French doors. There is a beauti-
ful conservatory located off  the dining and living room
area.  The second floor boasts a master bedroom with
fireplace, Kohler whirlpool tub,  stall shower and double
vanity. There are three additional large bedrooms, with
a main bath.  A truly convenient second floor laundry
room and access to a walk-up attic completes the pic-
ture.  The home will be 3533 square feet, Property size
is 75’ x 152’.  $1,450,000.

639 Summit Avenue, Westfield

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

This Quality crafted 7-year old colonial style home
is located on a cul-de-sac street within the Franklin
School District of  Westfield.  It offers an entry
foyer, living room, dining room, library or den,
eat-in kitchen, and family room with wood-burn-
ing fireplace.  The second floor boasts a master
bedroom, walk-in closet, whirlpool tub, stall
shower and vanity.  There are three additional bed-
rooms with a main bath.  The finished walk-out
basement offers a great entertainment center with
sliders to a paver patio and newer ’04 hot tub and
fenced yard.  The house offers approximately 3320
square feet of  living space.  Property size is 60’ x
106’.  $949,000.

11 Trails End Court, Westfield

Kay Gragnano

Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500

www.westfieldrealtynj.comService
State Licensed Appraiser

Cedar shake and hardi plank siding along with an extensive landscaping package.

WESTFIELD 

 
Magnificent new 6 bedroom colonial home to be built on a quiet cul-de-sac street. 
Features include family room & master bedroom w/fireplace, designer kitchen, 
granite counters, 9’ foot ceilings on the first floor & hardwood floors $1,850,000. 

SCOTCH PLAINS 

 
Meticulous home located on a quiet tree lined street. Features  include large living
room, formal dining room, 4  bedrooms, 1.5 baths, central air, & more. $459,900 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD                                                                  $649,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Immaculate Split Level home featuring 3 Bedrooms, 2 full and 1 half Baths. Renovated
entryway leads to Sunny Eat-in Kitchen, Living Room, Formal Dining Room. This home has
been freshly updated with gleaming hardwood floors, renovated main Bath and Powder
Room, and new 200amp electric, windows and washer/dryer. Central Air Conditioning,
rear patio and deck. A must see!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 1/15/06 1-4PM  •  255 Welch Way

TENNIS FINALISTS…Sonia Danon, left, of Tenafly was defeated in the finals by
Katherine McKinley of Westfield for the Girls’ U12 championship.

Westfield Indoor Tennis recently
hosted a USTA Level 3 “UP’s”
(unranked players) tennis tournament.
The event, open to all USTA mem-
bers, attracted 120 players from
around the Eastern southern region.

The players participated in a round
robin event held over the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend.

TOURNAMENT WINNERS:
GIRLS: U-10’s: Tatiana Cherne (New
York, NY)
U-12’: Katherine McKinley (Westfield)
U-14’s: Amanda Simmons (Westfield)
BOYS: U-10’s: Evelino Ruibal (Millburn)

U-12’s: Daniel Eatroff (Short Hills)
U-14’s: Zachary Friss (Westfield)

The Level 3 Junior Circuit is de-
signed to provide young tennis en-
thusiasts with a fun, beneficial tour-
nament experience. Westfield Indoor
Tennis hosts various USTA sanc-
tioned L2 and L3 events throughout
the year. Clinics and private lessons
are offered throughout the year. For
more information future tennis tour-
naments, reserving court time or reg-
istering for tennis lessons, please call
Marcy Boor at (908) 233-9480.

WF Indoor Tennis Hosts USTA TourneyPUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Frederick T. Danser
III, Esq., 25 Independence Boulevard, Lib-
erty Corner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of
a consultant and negotiator in connection
with collective bargaining between the
Town and its employee representation
organizations.

DURATION: January 1, 2006 through
December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Amount of $25,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform the statutory annual audit of ac-
counts, the annual audit of Federal and
State Programs, the Review Report on the
Town of Westfield Deferred Compensa-
tion Plan, and preparation of the Market
Disclosure Report.

DURATION: January 1, 2006 through
December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Amount of  $57,700.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-01-07

CONTRACTOR: Hale Insurance Bro-
kerage, LLC; 11 Commerce Drive,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting
Services for Prescription Drugs and Den-
tal Insurance

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Fees paid by Horizon Blue
Cross/Blue Shield; Standard Insurance

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meet-
ings for 2005 in the Recreation Confer-
ence Room of the Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m., on the following dates:

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  9
MONDAY,  MARCH  6
MONDAY,  APRIL  3
MONDAY,  MAY  1
MONDAY,  JUNE  5
MONDAY,  JULY  10

NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  11
TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  3
MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  6
MONDAY,  DECEMBER  4

2007 REORGANIZATION and
COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY,  JANUARY  8

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-01-06

CONTRACTOR: Beckerman & Com-
pany; 430 Lake Avenue, Colonia, New
Jersey 07067

NATURE OF SERVICE: Insurance Bro-
kerage Services, General Liability and
Workers’ Compensation Insurance

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-01-09

CONTRACTOR: Rogut, McCarthy,
Troy, LLC; 37 Alden Street, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Downtown
Economic Development Coordinator Ser-
vices

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $18.87

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHEERING THE FANS ON DURING THE RAIDER/BLUE DEVIL GIRLS BASKETBALL GAME…The Raider
cheerleaders aroused the spirits of the fans during the Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Westfield varsity girls basketball game
in Scotch Plains on January 3. The Raider girls broke a 15-15 tie at the end of three quarters to win, 33-19.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING HALFTIME ENTERTAINMENT AT THE BLUE DEVIL/RAIDER BOYS HOOPS GAME…The Blue
Devil modern dance girls perform during halftime of the Westfield/Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys basketball game on January
3. After falling behind by 20 points, the Blue Devil boys rallied but came up short, 64-62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

DWC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2006

Be advised that the Downtown Westfield
Corporation will meet at the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) office at 105
Elm Street, Lower Level on the following
days in the year 2006:

Annual DWC Reorganization Meeting
January 30, 2006 at 7:30 pm

Annual Re-organization Meeting

BOARD MEETINGS
The Third Monday of the month:
February 27, 2006 at 8:00 am

March 20, 2006 at 7:30 pm
April 17, 2006 at 8:00 am
May 15, 2006 at 7:30 pm
June 19, 2006 at 8:00 am
July 17, 2006 at 7:30 pm

August 21, 2006 at 8:00 am
September 18, 2006 at 7:30 pm

October 16, 2006 at 8:00 am
November 20, 2006 at 7:30 pm
December 18, 2006 at 8:00 am

Sherry Cronin
Executive Director

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $24.99

Cocozziello Named
Hoops Rookie of Week
ONEONTA, NY – Hartwick Col-

lege freshman guard Jan Cocozziello
(New Hampton Prep) of Westfield
has been named the Empire 8 rookie
of the week for the third time this
season in men’s basketball.

Cocozziello averaged 20.3 points
and 3.3 rebounds per game in three
games last week (January 2 to January
7). He was the Hawks’ leading scorer
in each game and netted a career high
25 points in a 90-64 loss to No. 20 St.
John Fisher on January 7.

For the season, Cocozziello leads
the Hawks in scoring with 14.6 points
per game.
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CLASSIFIEDS

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004

Platinum Level: 2003, 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD $1,325,000
Mint Condition Colonial nestled on a private lane in the heart of Wychwood featuring a traditional entrance hall leading to a Formal Living Room w/fireplace;
Formal Dining Room w/corner cabinets open to a wonderful Sunroom; large Eat-In Kitchen w/center island, built in desk and window seat; 1st floor Study/
Office w/pine paneling; 4 Bedrooms; 2 ½ baths and nicely finished Recreation Room.  Just a hop skip and a jump to Wilson School! WSF1006

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/15  1-4PM  •  420 Topping Hill Road

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

Local NJ State Certified Mastered
Teacher looking for Pre-K - Middle
School students to tutor! Read-
ing, Reading Comprehension,
Language Arts, Social Skills, Au-
tism. Please call (908) 510-6182.

DENTAL ASSISTANT WANTED

Growing modern dental practice
is seeking a clinical assistant. Our
practice needs an energetic, tech-
nically excellent, patient focused
team member, X-Ray license pre-
ferred. Please call (908) 889-8382.

KINDERGARTEN-GR. 5 TUTOR

NJ Elementary ED. certified
teacher will tutor students in all
subject areas. Specializing in
helping students be prepared
and organized. Please call

(908) 233-3238.

FIRST / LAST HOUSE

Charming 3 Bd/1Bth ranch on
Stevens Ave. available for quick
sale. Owner reloctaed. FP, LR,
DR, Kit w/stainless appl. large
unfin. bsmt. First qualified offer. If
you want to live or stay in Westfield
affordably, this may be a last
chance thing. Call  (914) 837-6713
for details. $549,999

EXPERIENCED HOUSECLEANER

Clean homes or apartments.
Reasonable rates.

Free estimates.
References available.

Call Fran (732) 254-2044 or
(732) 991-3877

RECEPTIONIST / GREETER

F/T - Must have pleasant phone
manner, good communications
ski l ls and handle mult iple
functions. Some Saturday hours
required. Send resume to:

Search Committee
P.O. Box 188

Roselle Park, NJ 07204
or Fax to (908) 245-6329

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

DINING ROOM

11 pcs. cherry double pedestal
table, hutch & buffet

with 8 chairs. Still in box.
List $4000 sell $1370.

Can deliver (732) 259-6690

BED

Sleigh bed
with ortho plush mattress set.

New, still  in mfg. plastic.
Value $1000 sell $465.

Call (732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

New Pillow top. Brand name,
new in plastic w/warranty
Queen $135, King $190

(732) 259-6690

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Also
needed:  copy editor. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:
edi tor@goleader .com .

OFFICE FOR RENT

Executive Second floor suite
Furnished 800 SQ Ft $1600/mth

Utlities, Internet, Kitchen,
Shared Conf room, Reception,

Parking Included
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

CHILDCARE

Wanted P/T. Mon-Wed. Before
and After school. Supervision for
13-year-old girl wanted. Driver’s
license and references. Coll.
students welcome. English
speaking. (908) 233-9406

Are you tired of watching the
game on your old 27” TV set?
Well we have just the answer.
Rent an Infocus LCD Projec-
tor and  watch the game on a
LARGE  screen!!!

Call for details --
WestfieldAV.com
 (732) 801-3200

SUPERBOWL
SUNDAY

HOUSE FOR SALE

Cranford, NJ, Split-Level in pristine
condition, 3 bdrms, 1 ½ bths, living,
dining, eat in kit, playrm, basement
& 1 car garage. Wood floors,
updated interior, scenic bkyrd w/
woods and creek alongside home.
Quiet dead-end street, walking
distance to top rated schools and
community swimming pool. Parks
located throughout town and
public trans. $580,000.00.
Call (908) 276-3762 or email
Antonio.Pataca@pseg.com.

HOUSE CLEANING

Will clean your house or office.
Experienced with references
available. Please call me!
(862) 849-3672 or (973) 277-5657

Neide

VACATION RENTAL, STOWE, VT

2 Bedroom, 2-1/2 Bath Condo
Available for Ski Season

Weekly or Monthly
(908) 232-3278

DRIVERS/ATTN: DEDICATED

Local Drivers:
Make the New Year...

a Better Year!
Deliver freight for a single,
dedicated customer within 300
miles of your home. Run steady
miles and choose your shift- day
and night positions available. Get
home 2 days each week and,
that’s not all ... you’ll average...
$1,000 per week, $52K per year!
Plus, receive weekly pay, great
bonus potential and a full benefits
package that includes medical,
dental, vision, prescription, life,
401k retirement and more! Paid
orientation is held weekly at a
service center near you-travel and
meals are provided.

1-800-723-0848
EOE. Subj to d/s. 6 mos Class A
exp req. Dump trailer exp. preferred

CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance

repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !

~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Lg 1st floor in 2 family.
5 rms/1 bdrm, W/D hookup, off-
street parking, walk to town/NYC
trans, No pets, Non smoking.
$1250/mo + Utils. 1 1/2 mos
security. Call (908) 518-0099

HELP WANTED

Watchung Square Mall
Mature Retail Help Needed

Nights & Weekends
FT & PT Positions

Hourly Wage + Commission
Call Paul (908) 754-4200

OFFICE MANAGER - 25 HRS/WK

Seeking mature, capable person
to manage a growing construction
company with office in Scotch
Plains. Duties include computer
data entry knowledge for ordering
material, job scheduling and good
communication skills.

Call (908) 301-1554
for interview.

BEDROOM SET

Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser, mirror and

2 nite stands. New in box.
Value $4000 sacrifice $1425.
 Can deliver (732) 259-6690

PART TIME NANNY

Widow with 3 school aged children
looking for Part Time Nanny. Mon-
day - Friday 2-6 pm (some week-
ends). Must drive and speak fluent
English. Need references. Please
contact Jen at (908) 233-8128

BRIDGES Slates Discussion
Between Housed, Homeless

SUMMIT – In its eighth annual
tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., BRIDGES Outreach will join
Shaping Summit Together for a day
of community service activities and
celebration.

On Monday, January 16, from 10
to 11:30 a.m., BRIDGES will host
“round table discussions” with shel-
tered and unsheltered individuals
from Lower Manhattan, Newark and
Irvington at its office within Christ
Church, located at 561 Springfield
Avenue in Summit.

The goal of the discussion will be
to bring people from housed and
homeless communities together for
a dialogue about issues and obstacles
facing homeless individuals and
families today.

All are welcome to participate in
the discussions and to sign letters to
their congressional representative
encouraging Congress to take action

to reduce poverty in New Jersey.
In addition, toiletries will be col-

lected through January 16 at
BRIDGES. Volunteers are needed to
assemble toiletry kits that day from
10 to 11:30 a.m. at BRIDGES.

BRIDGES, a Summit-based, non-
profit organization, focuses on visit-
ing the unsheltered and sheltered
homeless. It achieves its mission by
making “runs” to designated stops
in Lower Manhattan, downtown
Newark and Irvington with a cara-
van of volunteers and a truckload of
soup, beverages, bag dinners, cloth-
ing, blankets, toiletries and other
goods.

For more information about
BRIDGES, please call Lois at (908)
273-0176. More details on the Day
of Service are available by emailing
summitmlkday@aol.com or calling
Shaping Summit Together at (908)
277-4400.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

EILEEN BURLINSON, GRI
Broker / Sales Associate

DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2010

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

This magnificent 13-room home was custom built in 1929 with exceptional
craftsmanship and attention to detail. It is nestled an acre of beautiful
gardens, with a pond and built in pool. Guests will enter through the
vestibule and step up to a great hall. The sprawling first floor includes
the Family room with fireplace, Living room with volume timbered ceiling,
boxed window and built-ins. Stained glass doors take you in to the garden
room and on to the paneled butler’s pantry which opens to the formal
Dining room with two corner cabinets. The kitchen has been completely
updated with granite, two ovens, Sub Zero refrigerator &pantry. Sliders
open onto the deck and a back staircase leads to the second floor.

The second floor has 4 bedrooms and 3 baths. The Master suite boasts
his and her baths and walk-in closets. The fifth bedroom plus sitting
room are on the third floor along with a new full bath.  Call Eileen
Burlinson for an appointment 908-472-0009.

Exquisite English Tudor

$675,000

North Plainfield

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

237 Kimball Avenue                                                                        $2,000,000
This stunning turn-of-the-century Shingle Style Victorian boasts 14 rooms, 5 large Bedrooms and 3.5 renovated Baths. A breathtaking array of
vintage details are integrated into its thoroughly functional floor plan. Impressive chestnut woodwork abounds the home, as seen in moldings,
wainscoting, beamed ceilings, built-in shelving and window seats. Recent expansion by architect Barbara Vincentsen includes a gourmet Kitchen
with center island overlooking large Family Room. Upstairs includes functional living space in Reading Room or central home office. Finished third
floor hosts a soaring Master Bedroom Suite with Sitting Room and walk-in closet. Enjoy outdoor living on fabulous open porch or rear patio
overlooking deep back yard. Enjoy a location on one of Westfield’s premier streets, amidst other historically significant homes and minutes to
downtown and NYC transportation. WSF0713

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

DELICATE FLOWER…First grader Elizabeth Kean decoupages her flower
vase at Wilson Elementary School’s craft fair
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209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mary McEnerney
(908) 301-2052

Susan Checchio
(908) 301-2014

This inviting three bedroom ranch boasts an excellent location close to Franklin
Elementary School. Within the gracious interior, you’ll find a traditional design
and a comfortable floor plan. The eat-in country kitchen is adjacent to the Family
Room with beautiful brick fireplace and vaulted, beamed ceiling. The lower level
features a 30 x 23 Recreation Room. This lovely home boasts spacious rooms and
quality appointments. Your hosts, Mary McEnerney and Sue Checchio, look
forward to seeing you on Sunday! Offered for $829,000. WSF0993

Open House – Sunday, 1/15 1-4 pm
118 Oak Tree Pass, Westfield

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
Scotch Plains will require the services of a
Public Defender during 2006; and

WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids must be publicly ad-
vertised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that Thomas M. Russo, 1911
Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
be appointed as Public Defender from
January l, 2006 to December 3l, 2006.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons autho-
rized to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice requires the knowledge of
an advanced type in a field of learning
acquired by a prolonged, formal course of
specified education and instruction, and
because it is impossible at this time to
know the exact dimensions of the services
to be performed and the exact nature of
the various tasks to be performed, and
accordingly, the services to be rendered
cannot reasonably be described by writ-
ten specifications, and additionally, be-
cause the said services are of such a
qualitative nature as will not permit the
receipt of competitive bids due to the sub-
jective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.

Dated: January 1, 2006
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $44.37

weichert.com

Immaculate

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Robert in,
and he’ll bring results!

Robert Del Russo

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Quality Custom Ranch featuring eight
rooms, two-car attached garage, formal dining room.
New in 2000: three full baths and beautiful eat-in kitchen.
Three bedrooms plus fourth bedroom with private bath.
101 x 127 property. $645,000 (052000775)

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

This fabulous home has been completely renovated from the ground floor to the addition of a second story.
There are 12 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 and 1/2 baths, Formal Living Room with a fireplace, Formal Dining
Room, Gourmet Kitchen with center island and granite tops with professional stainless steel appliance
package, Family Room with a fireplace, Master suite with luxury bath, separate sitting room/exercise room
and walk-in closets. The grade level has an au-pair suite, recreation room as well as a game room with a
walkout exit/entry. This home is located on one of Mountainside’s wonderful cul-de-sacs with winter views.
Offered at $1,295,000. Call Grace Today for a private showing: 908-301-2019.

MOUNTAINSIDE

Visit My Listings at: www.gracerappa.com

   

WESTFIELD – The 1984 film Red
Dawn will be shown free to the public
on Friday, January 13, at 7:30 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church,
located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Red Dawn follows several high
school students who form a guerilla
group to fight an invasion from Cen-
tral America and the Soviet Union.
Directed by John Milius, it stars
Patrick Swayze, C. Thomas Howell,
Lea Thompson, Charlie Sheen, Jen-
nifer Grey, and Harry Dean Stanton.

This will be the first film in the
new year of the Union County Peace
Council film series. In a departure
from the usual documentary, the
council has chosen a fictional film as
a jumping off point for discussion
about contemporary events. Refresh-

Public Is Invited to FUMC
For Screening of Red Dawn

ments will be served and there will
be time to stay and talk about the
film afterward.

The group will follow this film with a
documentary on January 27 entitled The
Hidden Face of Globalization at St. Joseph’s
Social Service Center in Elizabeth. For more
information about the group, please visit
www.unioncountypeacecouncil.org or  email
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Janu-
ary 23, 2006, in Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue at 8:00
pm to hear the Waiver of Site Plan and
Change of Use Application of Peter Ng for
1811 East Second Street, Block 1104, Lot
2, located in the B-2 Zone which proposes
to change the single-family residence into
a Beauty Salon and Spa. The following
variances are requested with this applica-
tion:

Section 23-3.11(d)-Other Provisions
and Requirements

1. Truck loading & unloading provision -
none provided

2. 10 ft. buffer between residential zone
- none provided

3(b) Five off-street parking spaces re-
quired - none provided

Section 23-2.3-Regulations appli-
cable to all zones

1(1) Off-street parking to be furnished
with...- none provided

2. Off-street parking for change of use-
none provided

5. Lighting compliance for site plans-
none provided

7. $5,000 for each off-street parking
space- $25,000

Section 22-6.2=Pavements, curbing
& sidewalks

a.*** Brick or combination of concrete/
brick walk-no detail provided

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and available for public inspection
during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Board/PTA Roundtable Discussion

DATE OF MEETING: Thursday, February 16, 2006

LOCATION: Park Middle School
580 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m. – “Meet & Greet” Coffee
8:00 p.m. – Question/Answer & Discussion

PURPOSE OF MEETING: The Board will meet with the PTA to discuss
various topics of concern.

.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken.
1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETINGS: Budget/Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETINGS: Thursday, February 2, 2006
Tuesday, February 21, 2006

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey   07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETINGS: February 2 – Budget Presentations
February 21 – Regular Public Meeting
(originally scheduled February 23)

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken.
1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

Be advised that the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission of the Town of Westfield
will meet at the Westfield Town Hall, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield at 8:00 P.M.
for the purpose of acting on items before
the commission on the following days in
the year 2006:

January 23, 2006
February 27, 2006

March 20, 2006
April 17, 2006
May 15, 2006
June 19, 2006
July 17, 2006

August 21, 2006
September 18, 2006

October 16, 2006
November 20, 2006
December 18, 2006
January 22, 2007

Elizabeth List
Chair

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-01-11

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855

NATURE OF SERVICE: Engineering
Services as Borough Engineer

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $48,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on January 9, 2006,
the Board adopted the Resolution approv-
ing the Minor Subdivision application of
Joseph DeRose for 839 Jerusalem Road,
Block 6305, Lot 1, for one lot into two lots
with the requested Variances.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for public inspection during regular
office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $15.81

COMMUNITY EFFORT…The Westfield Lions Club recently received a dona-
tion from a group of young ladies who wanted to help victims of Katrina. The
money was presented to the Lions at a regular monthly meeting and forwarded
to the International Lion’s Katrina Relief Fund. Pictured are Rachel Leffelholtz,
Lena and Gianna Morello, Sara and Kala Garguilo, and Jessica Rose.

HELPING HANDS…Members of Junior Girl Scout Troop No. 679 of Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield are shown packing boxes of books collected by
their school to be sent to schools affected by Hurricane Katrina. The girls also held
a garage sale that netted $300 for Katrina relief. Pictured are Jenny Amador, Aeri
Pringle, Chanel Barham, Caitlin Lawrie, Colleen Gallagher, Lexie Brown and
Alice Bonneau. Missing is Emma Forstenhausler.

Greg Ralph of Westfield Earns 4.0 GPA
WESTFIELD – Greg Ralph of Westfield received a 4.0 GPA from Roger

Williams University in Rhode Island this semester. Greg is a fourth year
architect major with a minor in structural engineering.

Greg also received The Richard Pelletier Memorial Award for excellence
in mechanical and electrical equipment for buildings. He has been selected
by Roger Williams for membership in the Alpha Chi National Honor
Scholarship Society. Greg is the son of Eleanore Ralph of Westfield and
Richard Ralph of Cranford.

CSH Announces Dates
For Club Sib Group

MOUNTAINSIDE – Club Sib, a
recreational group offering support
for the sibling of a child with special
needs, is currently available at
Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH) in Mountainside.

Participants have an opportunity to
get to know other youngsters who,
like themselves, have a brother or
sister with special needs.

Activities range from self-expres-
sion, to pure fun and silliness, to
heartfelt discussions and discovery,
all while promoting peer support. The
following programs are now avail-
able:

ClubSib I – Open to children ages
six to 12, this program will be offered
on Thursdays, January 26 to March 2,
from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

ClubSib II – Open to children ages
13 to 17, this program will be held on
Tuesdays, January 24 to February 28,
from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

The CSH facility is located at 150
New Providence Road. For more in-
formation or to register, please call
Linda Nordstrom at (888) 233-5373,
extension no. 5488. Class is limited
to one participant per family, and a
$60 registration fee is required.

COUNTY – The Tri-County Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross, which
serves 22 communities including
Fanwood, Garwood and Scotch
Plains, will offer several Cardiopul-
monary Resuscitation (CPR)
courses.

CPR/AED for the Professional
Rescuer will be held Saturday, Janu-
ary 14, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the
American Red Cross office at 332
West Front Street in Plainfield.

Adult CPR, Child CPR, Infant CPR
and First Aid will take place on Satur-
day, January 21, from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. at the 332 West Front Street
location. Some or all portions of the
course may be taken.

CPR/AED for the Professional
Rescuer will be offered on Saturday,
January 28, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
the American Red Cross office at 16
Jefferson Avenue in Elizabeth. To reg-
ister or to obtain more information,
please call (908) 756-6414, exten-
sion no. 10.

Red Cross Chapter Offers CPR Courses
See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-19873-05
FILE NO. XFZ 73750F

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JEROME JOHNSON, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HIS, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST

YOU ARE  HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon  ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s  attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey  07092-0024, telephone num-
ber 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the
Complaint and  Amendment To Foreclo-
sure Complaint filed in a civil action, in
which MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REG-
ISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. is plaintiff,
and JEROME JOHNSON, et al., are de-
fendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County, and bearing Docket F-19873-05
within thirty-five (35) days after 01/12/2006
exclusive of such date, or if published after
01/12/2006, (35) days after the actual date
of such publication, exclusive of such date.
If you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint and Amend-
ment To Foreclosure Complaint.  You shall
file your Answer and proof of service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey  08625,
together with your check in the sum of
$135.00 representing the filing fee in ac-
cordance with the rules of civil practice
and procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage
dated  12/30/2004 made by Jerome
Johnson, an unmarried man as mortgag-
ors, to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for CTX Mort-
gage Company, LLC recorded on 01/07/
2005 in Book 10995 of Mortgages for
Union County, Page 0120 which Mort-
gage was assigned  to the plaintiff, MORT-
GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC. by Assignment Of Mort-
gage which is unrecorded at this time; and
(2) to recover possession of, and con-
cerns premises commonly known as 1344
Willever Street, Plainfield, New Jersey
07063.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey Bar Association by calling 732-249-
5000.  You may also contact the Lawyer
Referral Service of the County of venue by
calling 908-353-4715. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with
the Legal Services office of the County of
venue by calling 908-354-4340.

Jerome Johnson, Single, his heirs, devi-
sees, and personal representatives, and
his, their or any of their successors in right,
title and interest are made party defen-
dants to this foreclosure action because
executed plaintiff’s obligation and mort-
gage being foreclosed herein and may be
liable for any deficiency and because  the
owners of record of the mortgaged pre-
mises being foreclosed herein and for any
lien, claim or interest  may have in, to or
against the mortgaged premises.

DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $74.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
ESSEX COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-15052-05
FILE NO. 9262-05

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
HOPEWELL GEORGE;
GLENYS J. GEORGE, HIS
WIFE; GRACE GEORGE;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 US Highway 46
West, DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07834,
an Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which FTL, INC. is the plaintiff
and HOPEWELL GEORGE, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-15052-
05 within thirty-five (35) days after JANU-
ARY 12, 2006 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief de-
manded in the Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
010326, recorded on 5/7/2001, made by
STEVEN M. DAVIS , Collector of Taxes of
PLAINFIELD, and State of New Jersey to
CITY OF PLAINFIELD and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, FTL, INC.. This cov-
ers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 18 BLOCK 319 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD. and
concerns premises commonly known as
54 ROOSEVELT AVENUE, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.

YOU, HOPEWELL GEORGE and
GLENYS J. GEORGE, HIS WIFE;, are
made party defendants to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, GRACE GEORGE, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on August 8, 1995, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Middlesex County by Grace
George and Monmouth County Welfare
against Hopewell George disclosing a debt
in the amount of $114,650.00 plus costs.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-182112-1995. Said judgment is sub-
ordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

DATED: January 6, 2006
Donald F. Phelan, Clerk

of the Superior Court of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $68.85

Sen. Kean Builds Support
For U.S. Senate Campaign

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21) continues to
build support – both politically and
financially – among Republicans
statewide for his campaign for the
United States Senate in an effort to
avoid a primary fight in June.

Republicans have not won a U.S.
Senate seat in New Jersey since 1972,
with former Rep. Bob Franks com-
ing the closest in 2000. Senator Kean
has served in the state senate for
three years and the assembly for a
year and a half. He lost to Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7) in the 2000 GOP
primary.

“We have a lot of people who are
excited about our candidacy, about
the initiatives, about focusing on
positive solutions for the issues that
are facing this state,” he said. “People
understand that we need to have a
stronger voice in Washington, D.C.
People understand that we can aim
higher. People in New Jersey realize
that we can be the catalysts for
change.” He vowed to operate an
inclusive campaign.

Senator Kean said homeland se-
curity would be the top issue in the
campaign. He said Congress must
do its job to ensure the 9/11
Commission’s report is enacted into
law. His father, former Governor
Thomas H. Kean chaired the com-
mission.

“We need to make sure that we
have strong and effective and ag-
gressive oversight by the legislative
branch of government,” he said. He
said he does not feel the New Jersey
legislature or Congress have done an
effective job in oversight over intel-
ligence areas.

Healthcare, immigration reform
and business creation and develop-
ment are issues Mr. Kean intends to
address during the course of the cam-
paign.

Sen. Kean said Republicans, inde-
pendents and even Democrats “are
realizing that we can actually focus
and accomplish things that make the
lives of New Jerseyans better.”

“We need a strong voice in Wash-
ington, D.C. and that’s something I
think people of the state feel very,
very deeply about,” he said. Regard-
less of who the president was, Sena-
tor Kean said, “People have felt that
New Jersey has not had a seat at the
table when the important decisions
were being made. I will change that.”

When asked what impact his fa-
ther, former Governor and 9/11 Com-
mission Chairman Thomas H. Kean,
Sr., may have on his candidacy, Sena-
tor Kean said he was “proud of the
things that my father has done to
benefit the people of the state as well
as on the stage.”

The senator said that based on the
9/11 Commission’s report, decisions
on homeland security must be based
on risk and not on geographic region
and other factors.

“What are the real threats, whether
they be manmade or whether they be

national in origin? We need to make
sure funding is based on merit and
not on a formula that has criteria
other than risk,” Senator Kean dur-
ing an interview in his Mountainside
campaign office last Friday. “It’s not
a partisan issue and it shouldn’t be.

“So this is the issue – who can
actually get that done? Who has the
ability to work across the aisle and
be a very strong voice for New

Jersey’s interests?”
Senator Kean said the economic

and fiscal concerns are a big cam-
paign issue. “New Jersey is one of
the highest-taxed states in the coun-
try,” he said, noting that the state
gets back only 58 cents back for
every tax dollar that is sent to Wash-
ington.

“And that has been going on for
decades,” Senator Kean said. “Who
is going to have the ability to change
that, to make sure that New Jersey
taxes are lower. To make sure the
(Bush) tax cuts continue to benefit
the people of New Jersey.”

He also said that the alternate mini-
mal tax should be addressed “sooner
rather than later. We can’t wait until
2011...It’s impacting New Jersey
families today and it will impact
more and more New Jersey families
in the upcoming years.”

“We need to make sure that the tax
policies coming out of the federal
government benefit the citizens of
the State of New Jersey,” he said,
noting he supports President Bush’s
proposal to make the federal tax cuts
permanent. “I think the tax cuts have
proportionally benefited New Jer-
sey.”

Senator Kean said his focus in the
U.S. Senate “will be what’s in the
best interests of the citizens of New
Jersey. That is the focus I will have

on every single vote and every single
initiative that I push...In some cases
I will agree with the president, in
other cases I will disagree,” he said.

Ethics is also an important issue
for Senator Kean. He is the sponsor
of legislation that will revise the
state’s Commission on Ethical Stan-
dards. He said the legislation would
ensure that New Jersey continues to
have “a government that lives up to

the expectations of its citizens.” The
bill has passed the senate and was
due for a vote in the assembly on
Monday.

As a state senator, he pushed leg-
islation to ban the practice of pay-to-
play and favors a more open govern-
ment. He also has sponsored legisla-
tion requiring five business days for
legislators, the media and public to
review the state budget after it is
introduced. Currently, only one cal-
endar day is required.

Senator Kean said he does not feel
he should “pre-judge” the outcome
of a potential Democratic primary.
Reps. Robert Andrews of Camden
County and Frank Pallone have yet
to officially decide whether they will
challenge Rep. Robert Menendez in
the June primary.

Senator Kean said he will need to
raise between $12 to $15 million for
a successful campaign in November.
He has raised $1 million to date. His
campaign manager is Evan Kozlow,
who managed Rep. Scott Garrett’s
(Bergen County) successful cam-
paign for Congress in 2002 and who
served as former Gubernatorial can-
didate Bret Schundler’s political di-
rector in 2001.

Ben Soloman for The Westfield Leader and the Times
DISCUSSING STRATEGY…Senator Tom Kean, Jr. makes a point while dis-
cussing his campaign for the United States Senate last Friday.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its January 9, 2006 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Decem-
ber 12, 2005 meeting:

Michael & Lynn Fernandez, 12 Sandra
Circle, seeking permission to enclose a
screened in porch to erect a family room
contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. THIS
APPLICATION WAS MEMORIALIZED AT
THE FEBRUARY 14, 2005 MEETING.
APPLICANT IS REQUESTING A 12-
MONTH EXTENSION OF VARIANCE
APPROVAL FROM DECEMBER 12, 2005
TO DECEMBER 11, 2006. Application
Approved as Submitted.

Gary & Jennifer Siegel, 266 East
Dudley Avenue, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section: 12.04F.1, 12.04G &
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.  THIS
APPLICATION WAS MEMORIALIZED AT
THE FEBRUARY 14, 2005 MEETING.
APPLICANT IS REQUESTING A 12-
MONTH EXTENSION OF VARIANCE
APPROVAL FROM DECEMBER 12, 2005
TO DECEMBER 11, 2006. Application
Approved as Submitted.

Russell Evans, 640 Prospect Street,
Seeking permission to construct an addi-
tion to the existing garage contrary to the
requirements of sections 12.04F1,
13.01G1C and 13.01I1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application Approved as
Submitted.

Philip Geron, 320 Lenox Avenue,
Seeking permission to enlarge the exist-
ing residential apartment by constructing
a one-story addition to the rear of the
building of approximately 404 square feet
contrary to the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plication Withdrawn.

Richard & Laura Brockway, 127 North
Euclid Avenue, Seeking permission to
erect a front porch contrary to the require-
ments of Sections 12.03D, 11.08E6,
12.04F3 and 12.04F3 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application Approved as
Amended.

Sabrina & John Mizerek, 109 Belmar
Terrace, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 10.09E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application Approved as Sub-
mitted.

Robert & Susan Spass, 804 Ramapo
Way, Seeking permission to construct an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.04G of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application Approved as Sub-
mitted.

Beata Wojdak, 517 First Street, Seek-
ing permission to add 31.5 square feet to
the back corner of the house to enlarge the
small kitchen by enclosing the area that is
currently a landing and steps contrary to
the requirements of Section 12.04F1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application
Approved as Submitted.

Asif M. Mohammad, 122 Connecticut
Street, Seeking permission to construct
an addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application Approved as Sub-
mitted.

Bharat Shah, 1026 Ripley Avenue,
Seeking permission to construct an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application Approved as Submitted.

Paul Zdep, 102 Cedar Street, Seeking
permission to construct an addition con-
trary to the requirements of Section
11.09E5 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plication Approved as Submitted.

Neville Mobarakai & Donna Slattery,
33 Sunnywood Drive, Seeking permis-
sion to construct an addition contrary to
the requirements of Section 11.05E &
12.04F of the Land Use Ordinance. Appli-
cation Approved as Submitted.

Charles & Mary Bowman, 748
Fairacres Avenue, Seeking permission
to construct an addition contrary to the
requirements of Section 11.09E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application Ap-
proved as Submitted.

Geoffrey & Wende Gates, 100 Dudley
Avenue, West, Seeking permission to
erect a 6-foot fence contrary to the require-
ments of Section 12.07C of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application Withdrawn.

Elvira M. Ardrey, 238 Canterbury
Road, Seeking permission to construct an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.07E6 & 11.07E7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application Approved
as Amended.

Suzanne C. Carroll, 530 Saint Marks
Avenue, Seeking permission to enclose a
section of the currently existing patio con-
trary to the requirements of Section
11.06E6, 12.04F1 & 12.04F2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application Approved
as Amended.

Robert DeMarco, 422 Broad Street,
West, Seeking permission to demolish a
4-foot wide front porch and reconstruct it
as a 6-foot wide porch, and to keep an
existing wood pergola in the back which
exceeds the allowable 20% lot coverage
contrary to the requirements of Section
11.12E6, 12.04F1, 12.04F2, 12.04F3 &
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Appli-
cation Approved with conditions.

Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $113.73

bond), sunscreen, lip balm, deodor-
ant, shampoo, toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, hand lotion, tissues, razors
and like items.

Hard candy, microwavable foods
and popcorn and boxed cookies (no
chocolate).

Music compact discs, DVD mov-
ies, paperback books (current), play-
ing cards, sunglasses and AT&T
telephone cards (international).

Monetary donations to cover post-
age and fill-in items are welcome
and may be mailed to: Temple
Emanu-El, 756 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Checks
should be made out to Temple
Emanu-El and indicated for “troop
support.” For more information,
please call the temple office at (908)
232-6770.

Local Temple Seeks Support
For Troop Care Packages

Boys and Girls Clubs
Hold Car Campaign
COUNTY – The Boys and Girls Clubs

in New Jersey are asking area residents
to help support their programs by donat-
ing their unwanted automobiles.

Cars will be sold at auction, with
the proceeds used to help local clubs.
To find out how to donate a car, please
call (800) 246-0493.

Author to Prepare
Meal For JCC Guests
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best-selling

cookbook author Susie Fishbein, the
creator of the “Kosher by Design
series,” will make a return visit to the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, January 18.

Ms. Fishbein will prepare a three-
course meal for the first 50 people who
register for the program. The menu will
include roasted tomato soup with garlic
knots, roasted garlic chicken stuffed
with dried fruits and nuts and Apple
Galette. She also will sign cookbooks,
which will be available for sale.

The cost of the program is $40 for
JCC members and $50 for the com-
munity at large. To make a reserva-
tion, call Susan Lemerman at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 205, or e-
mail her at slemerman@jccnj.org. The
JCC is located at 1391 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on January 25,
2006 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 55 Shady Lane, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 77 Lot 44, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Seth and Karyn Weingarten.

The applicant requests to widen 45%
of driveway, which is in violation of Section
184-163 of the Fanwood Land Use Code.
Variance Requested: Driveway wider than
10 feet; Permitted: 10 feet; Present: Vari-
able 15 feet to 17.5 feet; Proposed: Vari-
able 17.5 feet to 18.75 feet.

The applicant requests to widen 45%
of driveway, which is in violation of Section
184-163 of the Fanwood Land Use Code.
Variance Requested: Driveway closer than
3 feet to property line; Permitted: 1 foot;
Present: +1 foot; Proposed: +1 foot.

The applicant requests to widen 45%
of driveway, which is in violation of Section
184-110E (10) of the Fanwood Land Use
Code. Variance Requested: Impervious
coverage; Permitted: 35%; Present: 40%;
Proposed: 41%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant:
Seth and Karyn Weingarten

55 Shady Lane
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $43.35

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids must be publicly ad-
vertised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that RICHARD J. SCHALLER,
M.D., of Complete Care, Inc., l814 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey, be appointed by the Township Man-
ager as Township Physician for the period
effective from January 1, 2006 to Decem-
ber 31, 2006.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons autho-
rized by law to practice a recognized pro-
fession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowl-
edge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruc-
tion, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be per-
formed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and ad-
ditionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby
authorized to sign an Agreement, a copy
of which is annexed hereto, with Dr. Rich-
ard J. Schaller.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.

Dated: January 1, 2006
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $46.92

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
Scotch Plains will require the services of a
Municipal Prosecutor during 2006; and

WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids must be publicly ad-
vertised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that Randolph Brause,
Brause, Brause & Ventrice, L.L.C., 276
Main Street, CN 400l, Metuchen, New
Jersey 08840 be appointed as Municipal
Prosecutor from January 1, 2006 to De-
cember 3l, 2006.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons autho-
rized by law to practice a recognized pro-
fession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowl-
edge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruc-
tion, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be per-
formed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and ad-
ditionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.

Dated: January 1, 2006
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on February 21,
2006, for the

“THE REPAIRS TO THE EX-
ISTING BANDSTAND IN
MINDOWASKIN PARK,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following:

· Repair of existing foundation
· Replacement of existing rails
· Replacement of crown moldings
· Re-setting of portions of brick edge
· Replacement of column covers
The successful bidder shall start con-

struction ten (10) days after notice of award
of Contract is given, and shall complete all
work within ninety (90) calendar days after
notice to proceed.

All bidders must submit with their bid a
copy of their New Jersey Business Regis-
tration Certificate.  Failure to submit proof
of registration will disqualify the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $10,000.00.  Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Com-
pany Certificate stating that said Surety
company will provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualifica-
tion Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimina-
tion (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates pro-
mulgated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($50.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it
is deemed advisable to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $62.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED
BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2006 AT
10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE MUNICI-
PAL BUILDING, 425 EAST BROAD
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
TO FURNISH AND DELIVER TO THE
PUBLIC WORKS CENTER, 959 NORTH
AVENUE W.:

210,000 GALLONS, MORE OR
LESS, OF UNLEADED GASO-
LINE FROM MARCH 1, 2006
THROUGH FEBRUARY 29,
2008

75,000 GALLONS, MORE OR
LESS, OF NO. 2 DIESEL FUEL
FROM MARCH 1, 2006
THROUGH FEBRUARY 29,
2008

PROPOSALS MAY BE DELIVERED AT
THE PLACE AND BEFORE THE HOUR
ABOVE MENTIONED AND MUST BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A CERTIFIED
CHECK, OR BID BOND, MADE PAY-
ABLE TO THE ORDER OF THE TREA-
SURER OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO AT LEAST
TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE BASE
AMOUNT OF THE BID.  EACH PRO-
POSAL MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A SURETY COMPANY CERTIFICA-
TION STATING THAT SAID SURETY
COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BID-
DER WITH THE REQUIRED PERFOR-
MANCE BOND IN THE FULL AMOUNT
OF THE CONTRACT.

BIDDERS MUST BE IN COMPLIANCE
WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER
127 PL 1975, SUPPLEMENT TO THE
LAW AGAINST DISCRIMINATION (AF-
FIRMATIVE ACTION).

SPECIFICATIONS AND PROPOSAL
FORM MAY BE EXAMINED OR PRO-
CURED AT THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN
ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS CENTER,
959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RE-
SERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY
AND ALL BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY
INFORMALITY, IF IT IS DEEMED AD-
VISABLE TO DO SO.

KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $50.49

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-
El in Westfield, is showing support
for the military men and women
who have been deployed to Iraq by
sending care packages.

Anyone who knows a soldier or
marine stationed overseas can be
added to the list. Individuals can
help by contributing monetary do-
nations or items on a wish list out-
lined below.

Labeled collection boxes will be
available at the Westfield Memorial
Library, 550 East Broad Street, from
January 23 to 31 and at the Jumble
Store, 110 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, for the month of January.

Troop wish-list items include:
travel-size toiletries such as baby
wipes, Purell, foot powder (gold

SAGE Event to Explore
‘Women In Transition’

SUMMIT – The Women’s Issues
Group of SAGE Eldercare will present
“Women in Transition – Finding
Peace and Joy in our Daily Lives”
next Thursday, January 19, at 10 a.m.

Lisa Athan will be the guest speaker
for the program, to be held at SAGE
Eldercare, 290 Broad Street in Sum-
mit. This free program will be open to
area women of all ages.

“This workshop will help women
become aware of the attitudes and
outlooks we walk around with every
day, how they affect the choices we
make about what we do and how we
do it,” said Ms. Athan.

Ms. Athan holds a master’s degree
in counseling and has been a motiva-
tional speaker on spiritual and health
topics for over 15 years.

SAGE Eldercare’s Women’s Issues
programming is offered free of charge.
Refreshments will be served begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m., with the lecture
starting promptly at 10 a.m. Registra-
tion is suggested, although walk-ins
will be welcome. For more informa-
tion, please call Suzanne Lyon at (908)
598-5514.

Teen Arts Touring
Exhibit on Display

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders is sponsoring
the Teen Arts Touring Exhibit at the
Plainfield Public Library, located at
8th Street and Park Avenue in down-
town Plainfield, through Tuesday,
January 31.

The exhibit consists of 46 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual art works shown at the 2005
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College.

From Mountainside, Deerfield
School’s Gabriel Rodrigues and
Michael Yang were among those
whose artwork was chosen.

In Scotch Plains, representing Union
County Vo-Tech were Xavier Rodriguez
and Ahliyah Walker. Also, the artwork
of Angel Diaz from Hillcrest Academy
was recognized. Student work from
Westfield included that of Edison Inter-
mediate School’s Geoff Stribling and
Lauren Poluszney. Westfield’s Mike
Dermek of Beadleston High School
was chosen as well.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/26/2006
and opened and read for:

Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract-2006 North Region
Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union and Warren Counties
100% State

DP  NO: 05433

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclo-
sure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/29/05, 1/5/06 and 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $214.20

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/24/2006
and opened and read for:

Maintenance Bituminous Pavement Repair Contract, North - 2006
Various locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Moris,

Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren
100% State

DP  NO: 05470

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclo-
sure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/29/05, 1/5/06 and 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $214.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Town-
ship Physician during 2006; and

WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids must be publicly ad-
vertised;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that NICHOLAS YATRAKIS,
M.D., 560 Springfield Avenue, Westfield,
New Jersey, be appointed by the Town-
ship Manager as Township Physician for
the period effective from January l, 2006 to
December 3l, 2006.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons autho-
rized by law to practice a recognized pro-
fession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowl-
edge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruc-
tion, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be per-
formed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be de-
scribed by written specifications, and ad-
ditionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby
authorized to sign an Agreement, a copy
of which is annexed hereto, with Dr. Nicho-
las Yatrakis.

A copy of this resolution shall be pub-
lished in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.

Dated: January 1, 2006
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE                                PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-01-01

BE IT RESOLVED the following meetings of the Mayor and Council will be held during
Year 2006 at 7:30 P.M. at Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR MEETINGS
January 3 January 10
February 7 February 14

March 7 March 14
April 4 April 11
May 2 May 9

* June 7 June 13
* July 5 July 11

August 1 August 8
September 5 September 12

October 3 October 10
* November 8 November 14
December 5 December 12

The Agenda and Regular Meetings will be held on Tuesdays except for those dates
marked with an * above.

Official action may be taken at either the Agenda or the Regular Meetings of the Mayor
and Council.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on January 25,
2006 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 453 Midway Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 71 Lot 1,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Alexander Tarashansky.

The applicant requests an addition to
existing single family, which is in violation
of Section 184-110E(4) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Front yard; Permitted: 30 feet; Present: 30
feet; Proposed: 28.27 feet.

The applicant requests an addition to
existing single family, which is in violation
of Section 184-110E(6) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Rear yard; Permitted: 25 feet; Present:
6.55 feet; Proposed: 6.02 feet.

The applicant requests an addition to
existing single family, which is in violation
of Section 184-110E(5) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Side
yard; Permitted: 10 feet; Present: 6.02
feet; Proposed: 6.02 feet.

The applicant requests an addition to
existing single family, which is in violation
of Section 184-125 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Rear re-
taining wall height; Permitted: Maximum 4
feet; Present: 6.94 feet; Proposed: 6.94
feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant:
Alexander Segal f/k/a

Alexander Tarashansky
Attorney for Applicant:
John De Massi
PO Box 239
1771 Front Street, Suite 1A
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Hatch Mott McDonald;
27 Bleeker Street, Millburn, New Jersey
07041

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
provide a licensed C-3 Sewer Operator as
required by NJSA 58:11-64 for public sewer
collection systems.

DURATION: January 1, 2006 through
December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Amount of $9,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regu-
lar meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, January 10, 2006 the following ordi-
nance entitled:

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES

was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-01-08

CONTRACTOR: DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick
& Wisler, LLP; 500 Frank W. Burr Boule-
vard, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666

NATURE OF SERVICE: Redevelop-
ment Counsel

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on De-
cember 21, 2005 granted approval for
variance to David and Allison Sorace, for
property at 38 Helen Street, Fanwood,
New Jersey being Block 82, Lot 1.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

David and Allison Sorace
38 Helen Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $26.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-01-10

CONTRACTOR: Allan Roth, Esq.; 150
Morris Avenue, Springfield, New Jersey
07081

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Labor
Legal Counsel

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

MEETING NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing
Body of the Borough of Mountainside does
hereby schedule its monthly meetings as
follows for 2006

WORK REGULAR
SESSION MEETING

January 10 17
February 14 21
March 14 21
April 11 18
May 9 16
June 13 20
July 11 18
August 8 15
September 12 19
October 10 17
November 21 28
December 12 19

Reorganization Meeting:
Tuesday, January 2, 2007

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF HEALTH
SCHEDULE OF 2006 MEETINGDATES

In compliance with Chapter 231, OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT of the State of
New Jersey, the Board of Health of the
Borough of Mountainside, New Jersey
advise that the meeting dates for the year
2006 are as follows:

Meetings are held on the second Mon-
day of each month at 7:00 PM unless
otherwise stipulated, at the Municipal Build-
ing, 1385 Route 22, Mountainside, New
Jersey.

January  9 June  12
February  13 September  11
March  13 October  16
April  10 November  13
May  8 December  11

Judith E. Osty, RMC, CMR
Recording Secretary

1 T - 1/12/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-01-05

CONTRACTOR: Suplee Clooney &
Company; 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICE: Auditing Ser-
vices and other Financial Consultation
Services

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $22,765.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/12/06, The Times Fee: $18.36

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

  

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

~Air Conditioning            
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing 
~Transmission 
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

PERFECT

908-272-4456
Residential • Commercial

PAINTING
&

POWER WASHING

J.C. Interior  

Painting 
 

“Let Me Beautify Your Home” 
 

Attention to detail 

Wallpaper removal 

Chair rail & crown molding 

Wire shelving 

Call Jim Costantino 

908-358-2836 

You’ll Love Coming Home To a Clean House
We provide “top to bottom” thorough cleaning

Free in-home consultation and customized estimates
We offer weekly, alternate weekly, monthly or occasional service

We are fully bonded & insured  www.mollymaid.com

908-322-9989

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

HEATING
Scott Seib

Serving Westfield & vicinity for 24 years

Specializing in replacing,

rebuilding & repairing steam

& hot water heating systems.

Lic. #6548
908-654-1818

Plumbing &Heating, Inc.

ABS Drywall

• Sheet Rock

• Spackling

• Light Framing

• Drop Ceiling

• Metal Stud Framing

973-818-1366
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Match Point:
Score One For Luck

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & ½ popcorns

There’s a sports metaphor at its
very heart. So consider this analogy
about meeting up with Match Point,
Woody Allen’s latest offering. There
you are in your seat, the home plate of
movie going, waiting for the director
to wind and deliver. You’ve seen this
fellow before. He’s good.

So you adjust your popcorn bag,
scan the audience to see what kind of
a crowd there is this evening, and
ready yourself for the release. You
peer into the screen. And then, wham.
He changes up on you. Where did that
come from?

Something the likes of which you
have never seen from this film auteur
mercilessly blows by your surprise
center. Who’d a thunk it? You’d ex-
pect something of this sort, so skill-
fully finessed and presciently honed,
from Hitchcock. And wouldn’t be
disappointed at that.

Dusting off an old storytelling
mechanism to superb advantage, the
filmmaker waggles before us the fac-
tor of luck. You can’t prove its exist-
ence. It is, in its very essence, the
notion of unpredictability. It’s elu-
sive, indiscernible and indeterminate.

All the same, don’t discount the
role it plays, says Allen, especially as
regards the tale of Chris Wilton, an ex
tennis pro trying to further himself in
the social order. Shades of Robert
Walker, he is superbly realized by
Jonathan Rhys-Meyers.

Chris, though ranked and respected
by his peers, is certain he’ll never
make the real big bucks. So he takes
a job as the tennis pro at a posh
English country club. But if he had
planned to meet the very wealthy
Tom Hewett (Matthew Goode), be-
come his tennis instructor, and then
inveigle his way into the upper crust,
you’d never know it.

Has luck taken a hand? Or are we

missing something? And this is just
the beginning. Before it’s over, the
ball of fate will bounce back and
forth with dizzying consequence.
And sometimes, as the director so
eloquently posits, perhaps just to
vex us with the uncertainties that
predominate our lives, fortune will
cause that sphere to perch momen-
tarily but precariously on the net
itself. It hardly pleases our sense of
propriety to know that which side it
falls on will make all the difference
in the world.

Indeed, once it gets rolling, Match
Point has all the sturm und drang of
an opera. Yet, for all the heavy-
weight drama that’s brought to bear,
a respectful subtlety permeates.
There’s violence all right, psycho-
logically and physically. But in a
nod to the viewer’s intelligence, the
camera, this time manned by Remi
Adefarasin and edited by Alisa
Lepselter, knows when to politely
avert its eyes.

What you also won’t see is Woody’s
signature schmaltz, replete with shtick
and the implied suggestion that we
could all use a little time on the
therapist’s couch. It’s as if the umbili-
cal chord of his career has been cut.
There is no denying the breakaway, a
letting go, if you will.

Those of a religious bent may opine
that the national treasure, in wresting
from us some control of our destiny
and assigning it to chance, may be
headed in their direction next. Con-
strue that as you will. It’s just lucky for
us Mr. Allen decided not to show all of
his pitches in the early innings.

Try These Ideas During
National Hobby Month

NJWA Concert to Benefit
David Brearley Music Dept.
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts Concert Band
and members of the David Brearley
High School Band will present a com-
bined fundraising concert on Satur-
day, January 14 at 7:30 p.m. The
concert will be held at David Brearley
High School on 401 Monroe Avenue
in Kenilworth. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door at $5 per ticket.

This concert is being held to ben-
efit the Brearley Music Department
in order to purchase sheet music and
equipment, as well as to fund band
activities during the year. The NJWA
Concert Band is directed by Howard
Toplansky, author of Essentials of
Bassoon Technique. “Our repertoire
consists of classical pieces, jazz se-
lections, popular music, marches, and
show tunes. We appeal to all musical
tastes,” said Mr. Toplansky.

This performance will feature Michel
Legrand’s “I Will Wait for You” from
the film The Umbrellas of Cherbourg,
the patriotic Czech march “Lesetinsky
Kovar” by Emil Stolc, the “Freedom
City March” by Karl King, the “Rhap-
sody for Band” by John Cacavas and
the “Waltz for Wind Orchestra” by
Soviet composer Lev Sergeev.

Members of the Brearley High

School Band will join the NJWA
Concert Band under the direction of
Brearley Band Conductor John
Ondrey. Together the two groups will
perform several marching band hits
and other selections.

EVERYBODY CUT…Tony Cook (left) and Liz Jeffrey, chorus directors for the
2006 Washington School Show, rehearse well-known tunes, such as “Footloose,”
as opening night nears. The Broadway-style show, The Incredible, Super Reunion,
runs Friday, January 27 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 28 at 2 and 8 p.m. To
support the Washington School PTO, order tickets ($7 matinee; $9 evening)
online at Reuniontix@aol.com. Include a name, performance and number of
tickets. A confirmation e-mail will follow.

Choral Arts Society To
Perform Magnificat

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc., will per-
form Magnificat in D Major by Johann
Sebastian Bach and Magnificat by
his son, Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach,
on Saturday, January 21, at 8 p.m. at
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located on Mountain Avenue at East
Broad Street.

James S. Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the evening’s
performance. Soloists include: Ellen
Goff Entriken, Soprano; Luthien
Brackett, Alto; Matthew Hughes,
Tenor and Dale Livingston, Bass. The
Choral Art Society Orchestra will
accompany the chorus. Admission is
$20 and $15 for seniors and students.
Tickets will be available at the door
and are also available at Lancaster,
Ltd., located at 76 Elm Street in
Westfield.

their house makes the audience expe-
rience her pain.

Justification for one’s actions may
seem right at the time, but situational
ethics is filled with holes. Joe has
reasons, excuses for his actions. Kate
has defenses for hers.

But living with a lie can be as
deadly as cancerous cells silently eat-
ing away at flesh.

This is a play about dodging reality
and forgetting the truth because one’s
life has been built on falsehoods.

A powerful play such as this needs
a powerful cast and WCP delivers it
especially in leads of Joe (James
Broderick), Kate (Cathy Magee) and
Chris (David Neal).

An emotional blusterer reminis-
cent of the physical windstorm in the
opening of the play, James Broderick
is a volcano erupting with uncon-
trolled frustration. As Joe, Mr.
Broderick belches forth rationale for
his immoral behavior while trying to
win his son’s respect.

What a commanding voice and
presence he makes on this intimate
stage.

The second piece of the family
puzzle is Kate, well played by Cathy
Magee. Attired in wonderful period

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

WCP’s “All My Sons”
dresses and shoes, Ms. Magee serves
up an emotional performance filled
with subtleties and nuances. As she
hears news of her son Larry, her ner-
vous foot starts silent tapping. Her
multi-layered character convincingly
evokes pathos.

Rounding out the family trio is
Chris, played by David C. Neal, whose
emotional energy seems boundless
and whose credibility is impossible
to question. Scenes with his father are
gut-wrenching.

Veteran director Peter Clark has
made perfect choices in casting and
staging this talented cast.

Paul Bettys, Amanda Beelitz and
Renee Litwin (whose perky yet per-
sistent portrayal of Annie was just
intense enough) deliver notable per-
formances.

In this drama, truth is the unmen-
tioned behemoth that lurks in the shad-
ows of the Keller house and haunts
their dreams.

At the end of Act II, Chris Keller
delivers what seems to be part of the
time-transcending universal theme
when he admonishes his father: “Once
and for all, you must know that there’s
a universe of people outside and
you’re responsible to it.”

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — The holidays are behind
us, and the time is ripe for those
winter blues to creep into our lives.
One way to combat them, as the days
continue to be long, dark, and too
cold for many outdoor activities, is to
consider a hobby. If you already have
a hobby, perhaps it is getting stale,
and you should explore a new one.

There are a multitude of activities
available for folks of all ages, includ-
ing hobbies appropriate for the entire
family. Learn a new game with your
children, have each family member
build a birdfeeder or a bat house out
of wood and decorate it with paint or
mosaic pieces, or find a local volun-
teer project in which you can all par-
ticipate.

In Scotch Plains, New Jersey Nos-

talgia Hobby at 401 Park Avenue car-
ries a variety of supplies for the elec-
tric racing car enthusiast. Owner Joe
Corea explains, “The hobby that started
in 1960, has been around for 45 years.”
He carries the cars, from all over the
world, in four different scales, and
also has a racetrack inside.

If you’ve been yearning to learn
more about wines, the Stage House
restaurant and wine bar owner, Tom
Britt, likes to host wine-tastings in a
beautiful, historic setting in down-
town Scotch Plains. His philosophy,
“There’s no right or wrong. If you
like the wine, it’s a good wine,” is
shared by wine director Damon
O’Gara. Together, they create oppor-
tunities for the novice and the experi-
enced to enjoy five-course dinners
paired with wines.

On Friday, January 20, they will
host a Quintessa dinner, complete
with guest speaker George Staikos
from Quintessa. “This event,” explains
Mr. Britt, “will be educational, and
guests will taste vineyard blocks
(which go into blends), and 2001 and

2002 finished products.”
On February 24, there will be a

Hungarian wine dinner, accompanied
by Chef Eric’s spin on Hungarian
cuisine. For information about these
events, call the Stage House at (908)
322-4224, or visit their website at:
http://www.stagehouserestaurant.com/

Westfield’s Classic Thyme Cook-
ing School offers a selection of
classes, field trips and activities.
Owner David Mantone, CCP, is pas-
sionate about cooking, stating “It pro-
vides immediate gratification,
through all five senses.” For the hob-
byist, activities can be a time of peace-
ful retreat, or, in this case, an oppor-
tunity to meet others with similar
interests. Take for example, the
couple’s class, in which a group start-
ing off as strangers gets together on
Friday night for what becomes an

intimate dinner party.
Union County College offers

courses in a variety of subjects. Learn
to speak a foreign language, how to
use a digital camera, take piano les-
sons or become a ballroom dancer.
For a complete list of courses offered
this spring, log onto: http://
www.ucc.edu and click on the link
for Continuing Education.

Resources are plentiful. If you need
some ideas, visit your local hobby
stores, pick up a copy of a hobby
magazine, visit the hobby section of
your local bookstore, or surf the
Internet for ideas. Your local library
is not only a great source of informa-
tion, but may offer workshops and
classes as well.

The benefits of having a hobby are
many. It can provide your family with
some much-needed time together, or
it can provide you with a social outlet.
Think about joining a hiking group,
for instance. Your hobby may turn out
to be profitable. Mostly, it will pro-
vide you with a sense of accomplish-
ment and well-being.

‘Day at the Theater’
To Benefit Girl Scouts
WESTFIELD – The Girl Scouts of

Washington Rock Council (GSWRC)
have invited members of the commu-
nity to join them for a “Day at the
Theater” on Sunday, February 12.

Tickets are available to see the
Broadway hit Jesus Christ Superstar
at the Cranford Dramatic Club, lo-
cated at 76 Winans Avenue in
Cranford.

Doors will open at 2 p.m. for a gift
basket silent auction, and the curtain
will rise at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30 per
person. All proceeds will benefit pro-
grams and services the GSWRC pro-
vides to its nearly 11,000 girl and
adult members.

For further information or to pur-
chase tickets, please contact Vicki
O’Donnell at the council service cen-
ter at (908) 232-3236, extension no.
1221, or at vodonnell@gswrc.com.

Founded in 1957, GSWRC serves
24 communities throughout Central
Jersey, among them Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside, Ber-
keley Heights and Garwood.

The council Service Center and ad-
joining full service shop are located at
201 Grove Street, East, in Westfield.
Information also is available online at
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

Westfield Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner

tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

Doodler Art Classes This class, for
children 18 to 36 months, will be held
from 9:15 to 10 a.m on Wednesdays
from January 18 until March 8. The
Mini-Doodlers class, for ages three
to five, will be offered from 10:15 to
11 a.m. on those same days. The fee
is $98 per person.

Kids On Canvas art class for grades
1 to 6 will be held from 4 to 4:45 p.m.
and for ages 3 to 5 from 3 to 3:45 p.m.
Both classes will be held on Mon-
days, January 23 to February 13. The
$85 fee includes all materials includ-
ing canvas board, paper and acrylics.

Karate (Ages 5-7): Held for 10
weeks on Thursdays from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m starting on February 2 and
ending on April 6, or on Saturdays
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. starting on
February 4 and running until April 8.
The cost is $55.

Field Hockey Indoor Clinics: (5th-
8th Grade) Held on Mondays Febuary
27 to March 20 from 3:30-4:30 p.m.
for seventh and eighth grades and
4:30-5:30 p.m. for fifth and sixth
grades. The cost is $20.

 Golf Clinics:  Held at Oak Ridge
Golf Course for ages 8-14. Class will
be held on Tuesdays April 25 to May
15 from 4 to 6 p.m. Limited spots are
available. Fee: $88.

Etiquette & Afternoon Tea: (Ages
6-12) Learn about the centuries-old
afternoon tea ceremony while enjoy-
ing an afternoon tea. This “hands-
on” learning experience includes in-
structional material, tea and other
scrumptious goodies. Held February
9 from 4:15 to p.m. Fee: $18.

Bowling League (Ages Pre K-
Teens): This 12-week program will
be held on Mondays beginning Janu-
ary 16 at 3:50 p.m. at Linden Lanes for
all children ages five to 14. Children
ages five to seven will bowl in a spe-
cial bumper division. An additional
bumper program is available to kin-
dergarten and pre-kindergarten chil-
dren and mothers on Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. This program
will begin Wednesday, January 11.

Lift Tickets: Purchase lift tickets at
discount prices to many of the areas
most popular ski slopes. Call for de-
tails.

Daddy-Daughter Dance (first to
fifth grades) Mark your calendar for
our annual dance to be held on Fri-
day, March 10  at L’Affaire from
6:30-9:30 p.m. The cost is $40/per
person. Register now.

Manners Class (Ages 4-7): This
program teaches children about eti-
quette and how it should be practiced
in today’s world in a fun, interactive
manner. Hosted by Patty Manning of
“Mannerations.” Offered 3:45 to 4:30
p.m. on Wednesdays, February 15
through March 8. The cost is $83. It
will be held in the Municipal Build-
ing Community Room.

Mommy & Me Fitness/Play Class:
(Ages two to five) Children along
with their parent or caretaker will be
introduced to yoga, movement, danc-
ing, and musical play on Fridays from
January 20 until March 10 from 9:30-
10:30 a.m. The fee is $55.

Soccer Squirts: (Ages 3-6) Will be
held on Tuesdays starting April 25
and ending June 6. Class times: 10-
11 a.m. or 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Fee: $99.

Sports Squirts: (Ages 3-5) Mon-

days starting April 24 until June 5
from from 9:45-10:45 a.m. or 12-1
p.m. The fee is $99.

Strollersize/Fitness: (For mom and
baby) Held in Tamaques Park Wednes-
days from 9:30-10:30 a.m. starting
on April 26 until June 28. The cost is
$55.

Multi-Sports Spring Break Indoor
Camp: (Ages 5-14) Is held from April
10 until April 13 from 9 a.m.-1p.m.
The fee is $125.

Total Body-Works: This 60-minute
class involves an invigorating warm up
to get hearts pumping, then moves into
toning exercises using light weights.
All levels are welcome. Classes will be
held Tuesdays from 9:20 to 10:20 a.m.,
January 3 through March 7. The cost is
$65 and the program will be offered in
the Community Room.

Tennis: (Ages 3-Adult) This course
is a five-week spring tennis program
from May 9 until June 8 for begineer
to intermediate levels. A separate reg-
istration form is required.

The Teen Center is open on most
Friday evenings during the school
year between 7 and 11 p.m. for all
Westfield High School students. The
center features pool tables, ping-pong
tables, air hockey, video games, large
TV, VCR, stereo system, vending
machines and more. Student I.D. is
required.

The Night Place program is held
throughout the school year on select
Friday evenings and is open to all
sixth, seventh and eighth grade
Westfield residents for a nominal fee.
The program is held from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. at Edison Intermediate
School. Featured activities include a
live DJ with dancing, movies, passive
games, basketball, refreshments and
more. The cost is $2 in advance and
$3 at the door. The remaining dates
are January 13, February 3, March 31
and May 12.

GREASE LIGHTNING...Race car enthusiasts gather at New Jersey Nostalgia
Hobby in Scotch Plains. January is National Hobby Month.

Imogen Heap Delivers
‘Sonic Joy’ on Solo Effort

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“You gotta hear this one song, it’ll
change your life.”

That line, used by Natalie Portman
to explain The Shins’ “New Slang” to
Zack Braff in Garden State, basically
sums up the reason I live for music. I
am continually floored by music’s
ability to provide a stress release, a
dance party, a moment of clarity at
the exact moment I need it. There is
no doubt in my mind that the experi-
ence of music is life-changing. But
there are few, if any, individual songs
I would say have changed my life; I
can think of countless songs I think
are amazing or powerful, but to be
life-changing…that requires some
extra sort of inspiration, some other
intangible element that sets it apart.

I randomly came across Imogen
Heap’s website online, and since she
sings one of the only listenable songs
that Muzak has ever put on the Gap’s
soundtrack (anyone who has ever
worked at the Gap understands what
a rarity a listenable song on the store’s
mix is), I decided to check out an-
other song of hers. I chose “Hide and
Seek.” And it changed my life.

She uses only her own voice and a
vocoder to layer phenomenal a-
capella chords around her lyrics, and
the effect is completely eerie and
almost disturbing. It’s so haunting,
but it has a stark beauty to it – the way
that her voices clash against each
other and then suddenly lock into
place on these lush chords only to
give way to unsettling silence is just
mesmerizing. It’s tortured and heart-
breaking and overwhelming – her
voice is so processed and electronic
but somehow it takes her words about
lost love and turns it into the most raw
and emotional musical outpouring
I’ve ever heard.

As soon as I was able to tear myself
away from “Hide and Seek” for a
minute (the song played on one-song
repeat on my iPod for three straight
days), I ordered the U.K. import of
her new album (a U.S. edition came
out last month), “Speak For Your-
self,” and I prayed that the rest of her
songs would offer more of the same
kind of musical transcendence.

Her album would have to be pretty
brilliant to live up to my expectations
(“Hide and Seek” affected me like
nothing I’ve ever heard before, re-
member?), and even though none of
her other songs sounded quite like
my life-changing one, “Speak for
Yourself” is one of the most inspired,
smartest, unique albums the popular-
music world has seen in a long time.

From the shiny electro-pop of
“Goodnight and Go” to the explosive
rock beats of “Daylight Robbery” to
the intricate instrumental layers of “The
Walk” and “Headlock” to the stark
beauty of “The Moment I Said It,”
Heap is dance party and comfort mu-
sic and everything in between. She
uses everything from carpet tubes to a
Speak & Spell to the mbira (a classical
instrument of Zimbabwe that produces
chime-like sounds) to her Mac com-
puter to arrive at her one-of-a-kind
sound. By the time she sings “wade in

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOING SOLO...Imogen Heap performs at The Living Room in New York City
in November 2005. She was set to kick off  a new tour of the United States this week
with a performance at New York City’s Avalon Ballroom last night.

the sonic joy” in “Daylight Robbery,”
there is no question that reveling in
music is exactly what she’s doing.

The strength of her lyrics is the
icing on the musically delicious cake.
“Goodnight & Go” (that one song
that stuck out on the Gap soundtrack)
spins a clever fantasy while watching
a crush from afar. In “Just for Now”
she easily captures the atmosphere of
a whole family-reunion holiday gath-
ering: “How did you know/it’s what I
always wanted/You can never have to
many of these/Will ya quit kicking
me under the table/I’m trying, will
somebody make her shut up about it/
Can we settle down please?”

Elsewhere, the haunting imagery
of “crop circles in the carpet” in “Hide
and Seek” combines with the song’s
aching vocal harmonies to add a whole
new depth and poignancy to the feel-
ing of loss.

A native Britain, Heap has collabo-
rated with producer Guy Sigsworth as
Frou Frou, releasing “Details” in 2002
(interestingly, Zach Braff hand-selected
“Let Go,” a track off of “Details,” for
Garden State). “Speak for Yourself” is
her second solo effort (she released her
first, “iMegaphone,” in 1998). Unlike
her debut, however, Heap really does
all her own talking here – she wrote,
recorded, mixed and produced nearly
every note of her new album.

“Speak for Yourself” is like a huge
49-minute musical present. Heap has
crafted an extraordinary series of bril-
liant musical and lyrical moments,
and the incredibly intricate ways in
which she has woven them together is
truly mind-blowing.

Her abilities in the studio are unde-
niable; more impressive still is her
live performance. In November, she
took a week-long trip to the States to
write and record a song for Disney’s
The Chronicles of Narnia, and I was
lucky enough to catch the two New
York City shows she played
bookending her week in Los Ange-
les. With such a layered sound, one
would might assume that she would
solicit a backing musician or two to
share the load on stage. Not so –
“Allow me to introduce my band,”
she joked as she took the stage alone
both nights, pointing to her keyboard,
laptop and mbira in turn. For the next
hour-plus, the one-woman tour de
force captivated her audience with
her agility – looping beats, melodies
and vocals, switching instruments and
harmonizing over her own voice.

This week, Heap returned to the
United States; on Tuesday night she
was scheduled to perform on “The
Late Show with David Letterman,”
but at the end of the show Letterman
announced that they had run out of
time and that Heap’s performance
would regrettably have to be post-
poned. At press time, it was unclear
as to whether Heap would appear on
last night’s program or on a yet-to-
be-set date.

Last night she was set to kick off
her new U.S. tour with a show at the
Avalon Ballroom in New York City.
For more U.S. tour dates or informa-
tion, visit www.imogenheap.co.uk. It
just might change your life.

* * * * * * *
Match Point, rated R, is a

DreamWorks SKG release directed
by Woody Allen and stars Scarlett
Johansson, Jonathan Rhys-Meyers
and Brian Cox. Running time: 124
minutes.



Page 22  Thursday, January 12, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2006 –8:00 P.M.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN WESTFIELD

Mountain Avenue at Broad Street
$20 / $15 Students, Seniors or Subscription

Tickets Available at the Door and at 
Lancaster, Ltd., 76 Elm St., Westfield, NJ.

For Information Call: 908-654-5737 
Wheelchair Accessible

NEW JERSEY 
STATE COUNCIL

ON THE ARTS

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, 
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County 
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

CAS Chorus & Orchestra 

Soprano-Ellen Goff Entriken    Alto-Luthien Brackett
Tenor-Matthew Hughes    Bass-Dale Livingston

Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
Magnificat

Johann Sebastian Bach
Magnificat

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey
James S.Little–Director

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jonathan Demme’s classic film,
Philadelphia, with Denzel Washing-
ton and Tom Hanks will be at the
Cranford Community Center on Tues-
day, January 17, at 7 p.m. Admission
is free. The Center is at 220 Walnut
Avenue. For information call (908)
709-7272.

* * * * * * *
The mild winter weather is perfect

for a walking tour. On Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17, there will be a guided tour of
Newark’s Downtown Gathering
Places, leaving from the New Jersey
Historical Society at noon, and re-
turning at 1 p.m. The Society is head-
quartered at 52 Park Place. For infor-
mation, call (973) 596-8500 or go to
www.jerseyhistory.org/calendar.php.

* * * * * * *
The New Jersey Ballet will present

Sleeping Beauty on Sunday, January
15, at 2 p.m. at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theater, 1000 Morris Av-
enue, in Union. For information call
(908) 737-SHOW.

* * * * * * *
There is a free exhibit at the Reeves-

Reed Arboretum. Artist in Residence
Rosemary Howlett’s watercolors and
Chinese Brush paintings are on view
through February 13. The exhibit in-
cludes 15 –20 paintings on silk and
rice paper. While you’re at the Arbo-
retum, there will be some blooms,
like heath, heather, snowdrops, and
witch hazel. For more information,
call (908) 273-8787, or visit them on
the web at: http://www.reeves-
reedarboretum.org.

* * * * * * *
The JCC of Central New Jersey in

Scotch Plains is offering a series on
Kosher Cooking, including baking
challah and preparing Chinese food.
The first in three-part series will take
place on Wednesday, January 18, at 3
p.m. They are offering a package for
the series ($65 - $85), or attend any
one course ($12 - $50). For informa-
tion, log onto: http://www.jccnj.org/
koshercookingflyer.pdf.

Get Outta’
The House

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE TRUTH HURTS...A disheveled Chris Keller (David C. Neal), reads a letter
from his brother to parents Joe Keller (James Broderick) and a stunned Kate
Keller (Cathy Magee) in Westfield Community Players’ production of All My
Sons. Arthur Miller’s two-act drama has as much to say today as it did when it
opened in 1947. It continues the run weekends through January 21.

FW Artist Jeanne Smith Brings
‘Pastels of Provence’ to WF Gallery

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – “Portraits of
Provence,” an exhibition of 16 pictur-
esque landscapes and two poignant
portraits created by Fanwood artist
Jeanne Smith in pastels, will be dis-
played at the Westfield Art Gallery at
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
in Westfield through Tuesday, Febru-
ary 28.

Mrs. Smith, who shared that her
exhibition was motivated by recent
trips in Southern France, studied in
Nice, France, and “returns often to
visit family and nurture a lifelong
love of Mediterranean light and color.”

Since she fell in love with Provence
about 20 years ago, she longs to spend
a summer in a villa in Southern France
painting every day.

“With a sister who lives there, I
might actually get to live this out one
day,” she said.

Mrs. Smith’s astonishingly afford-
able landscapes contain one central
theme: portals. Whether it is a win-
dow, archway, or doorway, the artist

likes to invite her audience into an
exciting new world. Flowers are also
frequently incorporated into her pas-
tels.

Beginning with a lace-curtained
window bursting with a pot of red
flowers in “Geraniums,” ($300) the
exhibit continues with an elderly
gentleman toting groceries in “Home

from the Market” ($200), while pots
of magenta blossoms surround. Ethe-
real light glistens the brick and purple
hues in “Eze Pathway” ($200), and
Mrs. Smith achieves a remarkable
texture on a wall set as the backdrop
for “Roses” ($350).

More inviting alcoves appear in
“Spring Morning Valbonne” ($200),
“Hotel des Armoires” ($150), while
one of my favorites, “Morning in
Roquefort” ($175) enchants the eye
with a palette of lush, deep greens
and a winding pathway of lively light.

Mrs. Smith’s exhibition continues
to impress with “Painted Ladies”
($150), a trio of chairs laden with
potted flowers she captured in the
hills above Nice. And, yes, a doorway
welcomes us to the right of the blue
and yellow chairs. “Red House” ($75)
is a charming encapsulation of quaint,
rural living.

The final landscapes – “Creperie”
($350) and “St. Remy Lamp” ($350)
– seem to best illustrate the artist’s
love for the French region. There are
stories to be told beyond their frames
and we want to learn more.

Mrs. Smith also included two por-
traits – “Leaving Childhood” and
“Allison” in her exhibition. The first
portrait, which depicts her son at a
much younger age (he is now 13), has
captured several awards. The pastel
and its subject seem to possess wis-
dom beyond their years.

Mrs. Smith says she loves portraits
because “I really do think every face
is beautiful. Painting a portrait is a
meditation on that person’s unique-
ness. It allows me to capture mood,
personality, the special spark that
makes a person who they are.”

“If I had to choose between por-
traits and landscapes, I would have to
pick portraits,” she told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Through portraits,
Mrs. Smith knows she is part of some-
thing very personal and deep. The
reactions she receives reflect that
knowledge.

For example, her sister-in-law, upon
receiving a portrait of her son, told
Mrs. Smith, “You’ve got his soul!”
She also received a very appreciative
reaction from one of her students
after drawing her granddaughter and
newborn baby.

Becoming such an accomplished
artist didn’t quite happen overnight,
but Mrs. Smith’s decision to pursue
her love professionally was made
fairly recently.

“I have a PhD in English (Tufts
University), but always loved draw-
ing and painting,” she told The Leader/
The Times. “I was torn about what to
do in college and my dad said I was a
better writer than a painter.”

However, when her mother died at
49, Mrs. Smith said she realized it
was important for her to “spend what-
ever time I have doing what I love.”

Studies at the New Jersey Center
for the Visual Arts (NJCVA) in Sum-
mit with Enrique Flores-Galbis and
Alex Piccirillo from 2003 to 2004
and the duCret School of Art in
Plainfield with Rhoda Yanow from
2004 to 2005 became exciting
springboards for the artist, who
juggles quite a number of responsi-
bilities.

“I should mention that putting my
energies into an art career dovetails
quite well with my other profession –
fulltime mom (chauffeur),” she said.
“I can work as an artist during the day
and be flexible and free to do what-
ever I need to do with the kids (Ben,
13, Katie, 10 and Nicholas, 8). For
instance, I’ve often visited my kids’
classes to give watercolor workshops
and such.”

In 2005, Mrs. Smith was granted
the Marian Anderson Memorial
Award for Portraiture (NJCVA’s
Members Show), “Award of Excel-
lence” (Westfield Art Association
(WAA), 81st Annual Members’ Ex-
hibition Show), as well as the Dr.
Furman & Mildred Finck Memorial
Award and Edward W. Pardee Me-
morial Award (duCret School of Art
Fine Arts Show).

She has exhibited at several galler-
ies and various shows, including Jux-
tapose Gallery in Westfield, Allied
Artists of America National Juried
Show, and the Pastel Society of
America’s 33rd Annual Juried Exhi-
bition National Arts Club in New
York City.

And on top of all that, Mrs. Smith
is editing the newsletter for the newly
established New Jersey Pastel Soci-
ety.

“It’s an exciting new forum for
pastel artists, (a rapidly growing and
increasingly popular medium),” she
concluded.

The artist also teaches pastel
classes for adults in her home. She is
co-coordinator for the Westfield
Sketching Group, a branch of the
WAA, a member of the New Jersey
Pastel Society, WAA, an associate
member of the Allied Artists of
America, and a Juried Associate
Member of the Pastel Society of
America.

A special reception for Mrs. Smith

was held on Sunday, January 8.
The exhibition will be open to the

public from Tuesdays to Thursdays,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to noon. Admission is
free.

To contact Mrs. Smith about
commissioning a portrait or to pur-
chase one of her pastel pieces,
cal l  (908) 889-1566,  e-mail
jeannersmith@comcast.net or
visit mywebpages.comcast.net/
jeannersmith.

County Sponsors Arbor
Day Essay Contest

COUNTY – Union County is spon-
soring an Arbor Day essay contest
this year to encourage the recogni-
tion of the importance of trees in local
communities.

The contest is open to all sixth-,
seventh- and eighth-grade students in
the county. Students can enter short
essays of 150 words or less or poems
of any style. The topic of the essay or
poem is the importance of trees to
neighborhoods and Union County.
First-place winners will receive $50,
and second- and third-place winners
will receive $25 each. Winners will
be announced at each grade level, and
their awards will be presented at a
regular freeholder meeting.

To enter the essay contest, students
are instructed to ask their school princi-
pal for the rules to the Union County
Young Writers Contest. All entries must
be postmarked by Monday, January 30.
For more information call Nick Polanin,
a member of the Union County Shade
Tree Advisory Board, at (908) 526-6293
or e-mail Polanin@rcre.rutgers.edu.

“St. Remy Lamp,” pastel, by Jeanne R.
Smith, $350

“Painted Ladies,” pastel, by Jeanne R.
Smith, $150

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PICTURESQUE PASTELS...Fanwood resident Jeanne R. Smith began display-
ing a collection of her pastel landscapes and two portraits at the Westfield Art
Gallery, nestled in the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, 150-152 Broad Street
in Westfield. Mrs. Smith’s exhibition will run through Tuesday, February 28. A
reception for the artist was held on Sunday, January 8.

Music Studio Forms Jazz
Band, Holds Auditions

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Music Studio
will hold auditions for its newly
formed jazz band on Sunday, January
15, from 1 to 3 p.m. at 150-152 East
Broad Street.

NJWA Founder and Executive Di-
rector Dr. Ted Schlosberg will direct
the jazz band. Band members will
meet on Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. at the Broad Street location from
Saturday, January 21 until Saturday,
April 8. There is a $100 band mem-
bership fee.

Musicians must have at least one
year of playing experience on sax,
trumpet, trombone, drums, piano,
string bass, bass guitar or electric
guitar. For the audition, they should
bring the last completed or current
music book they are using.

Dr. Schlosberg hopes “to introduce
and develop skills” within the group
while they “have fun playing the jazz
band repertoire.” The types of music
will include jazz, rock, pop,

Dixieland, Broadway and Latin
rhythms.

To arrange for an interview time,
call The Music Studio at (908) 789-
9696 or visit the office at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. Infor-
mation on other NJWA programs is
available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Watchung Stable
Offers Horse Clinic

MOUNTAINSIDE – Winter clin-
ics about horses will be offered at
the Watchung Stable in
Mountainside beginning Sunday,
January 15. The clinics will be held
on Saturdays and Sundays through
February 26.

Patrons nine years old through adult
are invited to register for as many
clinics as they would like. Each ses-
sion will last two hours and will focus
on one of a variety of topics. Classes
are designed for specific riding levels
and ages, with some open to all levels
of expertise, including people who
have never ridden before. The clinics
will be held in the barn or the lecture
area of the stable.

Space is limited and in-person pre-
registration is required at the
Watchung Stables, located at 1160
Summit Lane in Mountainside. The
cost is $20 per person for each clinic.
For further information, call the
Watchung Stable office at (908) 789-
3665.

‘All My Sons’ Transcends Time
In Theme And Motivation
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In the Westfield
Community Players’ second show of
the season, “All My Sons,” playwright
Arthur Miller shows that man’s greed
supersedes all. This 1947 two-act play
boasts universality not only in theme,
but also in character motivation.

The opening scene, amid howling
winds, a lightning storm and the top-
pling of a memorial tree, sets the
tone. Middle-aged Kate Keller wit-
nesses the physical maelstrom in her
yard that mirrors the emotional storm
brewing within her very core.

The drama, set in a post-World War
II American town, is a piece about the
tragic consequences in the lapse from
morality of an “ordinary” Joe, namely
American businessman, Joe Keller.
Almost 60 years after its Broadway
debut, this play still hits an emotional
bull’s eye.

In WWII, machine shop partners
Herbert Deever and Joe Keller sell
defective airplane parts to the gov-
ernment.

When airplanes crash because of
their deceit, both men go to jail. Keller
quickly is exonerated on what most
of his neighbors deem as flimsy evi-
dence, and he goes on to make a
fortune with his postwar business.

Grief’s mighty hand sometimes
clutches a person and won’t let go;
Kate is one of its victims. She asks

her neighbor to do her son Larry’s
horoscope to see if the day he was
reported missing was a lucky day for
him. Never mind that he has been
gone for three years; she’s convinced
he is alive and no one is going to
dissuade her from this mother’s intui-
tive knowledge.

While Kate hopes for a miracle
about one son, her other son Chris has
returned from the war as a decorated
officer who, unfortunately, lost all
the men in his company.

Although he makes a good living
working for his father’s plant now
and seems to be acclimating to civil-
ian life, he’s plagued with survivor’s
guilt.

For three years, Chris has been
corresponding with his brother
Larry’s former girlfriend, Annie. His
platonic feelings have turned to pas-
sion, so he invites her to their house in
hopes of asking her to marry him.

He tries to break the news to his
mother Kate, but she won’t accept the
fact that Chris wants to marry “Larry’s
girl” because that would preclude
Larry’s ever coming home.

One of Kate’s personal moments
that is shared with the audience –
mood-altering lighting by Bob
Murray transforms the stage, poignant
music by Glen Crane comes up and
Kate’s stirring interior monologue
about her dream of Larry flying over
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