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Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CSA
Disability Income Specialist

For more than 145 years, Northwestern Mutual and its products have quietly

earned a most enviable reputation. Today, only Northwestern Mutual

Financial Network representatives can offer access to its life insurance

products, plus the know-how of specialists.

Isn’t it time you had a Quiet Conversation™ with Jeff Rembisz?

Call today for a free, no-obligation consultation.

Complete coverage for
your financial future.

Excellent Diner Brings
U.S. Food Culture to Europe

Courtesy of Woody Woodall for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POPULAR EATERY…The Excellent Diner, formerly of Westfield, is shown here
when it was located in Wasserlassen, Germany. Woody Woodall operated the
diner in Germany before it was sold to Disneyland Paris, where it remains today.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s been 10 years since Westfield’s
silver bullet-shaped Excellent Diner
departed from its North Avenue loca-
tion and arrived in Europe.

According to Woody Woodall, who
leased and managed the art deco-
style diner abroad for a year and a
half, the diner first moved to Aalen,
Germany, and then relocated to the
nearby town of Wasserlassen.

“The diner was American and I’m
American, so I thought I could show
the Germans a little bit of the Ameri-
can side of living,” Mr. Woodall said.

During that time, Mr. Woodall
worked long hours seven days a week,
not only managing the diner, but do-
ing all of the cooking as well.

He said his omelets were quite
popular, as were his burgers, includ-
ing his famous “Woody Burger” con-
coction made with chili and cheese.

“They really loved American bar-
becued ribs, Texas-style with red
sauce,” Mr. Woodall added.

He also introduced the area to the
American ways of celebrating holi-
days, such as Halloween.

“We had to make our own cos-
tumes and decorations,” Mr. Woodall
explained, citing the lack of avail-
ability of such items in that area. “We
hung ghosts from the ceiling and cut
out pumpkins, black cats and bats for
the windows.”

He said his customers responded
enthusiastically to the holiday fare,
as well as the one-man-band he hired
to perform twice monthly. He would
also occasionally host American car
rallies at the diner on weekends.

An American woman who had been

to the diner when it was in Westfield
had stopped in to visit it in Germany,
and Mr. Woodall let her keep a menu
as a souvenir.

While managing the diner, Mr.
Woodall also created an Excellent
Diner website in both German and
English languages.

But Mr. Woodall was paying a hefty
$4,000 a month to lease the diner, and
it was becoming more and more dif-
ficult to make a profit. He said that
once the mad-cow-disease scare hit
Germany and a new highway looped
traffic away from the diner area, busi-
ness plummeted.

Soon thereafter in 2002, the diner
was sold to Disneyland Paris, where
it remains today.

Sporting the same classic décor
and still serving up American diner
favorites like burgers and hot dogs, it
is now called Le Café des Cascadeurs.
The name means “Café of the
Stuntmen,” which refers to actors from
the nearby studios who reportedly
dine and mingle with tourists on its
back-lot location in Walt Disney Stu-
dios.

A former U.S. Army soldier, Mr.
Woodall now spends his time as a
painting contractor near his North
Carolina home. He had recently con-
tacted The Westfield Leader and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times to
share his story after coming across
the newspaper’s website while
searching for information on the
diner.

“I left my heart in that diner,” Mr.
Woodall said, mentioning that he even
wrote a poem about it. “The Excel-
lent Diner was a piece of me, a piece
of America.”

Faella Named Acting Dir.
Of Economic Development

Christine Todd Whitman
Introduces Judge Alito

ELIZABETH — Mountainside
resident and Elizabeth native Alfred
Faella will become the acting direc-
tor of the Union County Department
of Economic Development, County
Manager George Devanney an-
nounced January 4.

Mr. Faella, who has more than 12
years of governmental managerial
experience, will assume his position
immediately. He succeeds James
Daley, who resigned as director ef-
fective January 1 to seek opportuni-
ties in the private sector. Mr. Daley
will remain on board for the next 30
days to assist Mr. Faella with the
transition.

Freeholder Rick Proctor said the
board looked forward to working with
Mr. Faella.

“The county has worked to lever-
age approximately $5 billion in eco-
nomic development projects over the
past decade, in part through this de-
partment,” Freeholder Proctor said.
“It is important to have someone like
Al, who has proven experience and
an in-depth knowledge on how the
department functions.”

Mr. Devanney, who appointed Mr.
Faella as acting director, agreed with
Freeholder Proctor.

“Al is a capable administrator who
has a wealth of governmental experi-
ence in Union County,” said Mr.
Devanney. “As he already works for
the department, he will provide a
seamless transition in leadership.”

Mr. Daley congratulated Faella on
the appointment and said he looked
forward to new challenges.

Mr. Daley, who worked as the de-
partment director for seven years, said,
“It was an honor to serve the free-
holder board and the people of Union
County.”

Mr. Faella, who has worked for
nearly five years in the economic
development department during two
stints, said he was excited about the
opportunity to serve as director.

“I would like to thank the county
manager and the freeholder board for
their confidence in me and the oppor-
tunity to lead this department,” Mr.
Faella said. “I look forward to serv-
ing the residents of our county and
working with our many partners in
moving ahead all our projects and
plans.”

In particular, Mr. Faella said he
looked forward to continuing the
county’s progress on important trans-
portation projects such as the
Kapkowski Road transportation plan
in Elizabeth, the Staten Island Rail-
road and Rahway Valley Line, Smart
Growth planning, ferry service to New
York and freight access planning in
Port Elizabeth and Tremley Point in
Linden.

He began his governmental career as
the director of neighborhood services
for Elizabeth from 1993-1999. In that
capacity, he managed the city’s com-
munity development program and the
Elizabeth Bureau of Construction.

Mr. Faella then served his first stint
from 1999-2003 in the county’s eco-
nomic development department as the
division head of community develop-
ment, where he was responsible for the
management and administration of
more than $7 million in federal funds in
19 municipalities. He also oversaw the
preparation of the Union County Con-
solidated Plan.

For the next two years, he served as
a Motor Vehicle Commission manager
for the state. He returned last year to
county government as the director of
the division of information technolo-
gies.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Former
New Jersey Governor and Former
EPA Administrator Christine Todd
Whitman this week introduced Judge
Samuel Alito for his confirmation
hearings to the U.S. Supreme Court.
The judge resides in New Jersey and
sits on the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals.

In the beginning of the hearings
before the U.S. Senate Judiciary com-
mittee, Mrs. Whitman called Judge
Alito a “distinguished jurist and pub-
lic servant” and urged the committee
to fully support Judge Alito’s confir-
mation.

“While we should expect that jus-
tices will hold philosophies that will
inform their decisions, we should
equally expect that they will not hold
ideologies that pre-determine them.

If Judge Alito has a bias, it’s in favor
of narrowly drawn opinions that re-
spect precedent and reflect the facts
before him,” Mrs. Whitman said in
her introduction.

Mrs. Whitman’s remarks alluded
to Circuit Court Judge Alito’s deci-
sion to uphold her veto of the partial-
birth-abortion ban.

She noted that Judge Alito’s father,
Sam, was the first director of New
Jersey’s non-partisan Office of Leg-
islative Services.

Mayor’s Sat. Hours
On Tap In Garwood

GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy will hold his
monthly Mayor’s Saturday from 10
to 11 a.m. on January 14 at the Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 403 South
Avenue in Garwood.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have or to
just say hello and meet Mayor
McCarthy. For more information,
please call (908) 789-0710.

LEADERSHIP ROLE…Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford takes the oath of office
as Union County freeholder vice-chairwoman from Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Fanwood as her father, Edwin, holds the Bible.

Citing Budget Woes, County
Implements Hiring Freeze

ELIZABETH — Citing the need for
pre-cautionary fiscal measures due to
the upcoming budget year, Union
County Manager George W. Devanney
has implemented a County-wide hiring
freeze after consultation with Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

Rising healthcare, pension, energy and
other fixed-cost considerations contrib-
uted to the decision, Mr. Devanney said.

“These are mandated costs we must
pay, and they are getting more expen-
sive every year,” said Union County
Manager George Devanney. “While
we are examining and debating the
new budget, we should be doing so in

Benjamin  Soloman  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

a prudent manner while maintaining a
stable workforce total.”

The hiring freeze is effective imme-
diately for positions funded by county
tax dollars, with the exception of es-
sential and emergency positions. The
freeze will be ongoing throughout the
budgetary process, Mr. Devanney said.

“Mandated spending costs are caus-
ing tough budgetary decisions at all lev-
els of government and the private sec-
tor,” said Freeholder Mirabella. “These
annual bills have become an increased
burden. We will continue to seek ways to
cut costs and come up with a budget that
is honest, fair and humane.”

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles). †After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.
Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:  $50 twin,  $75 full,  $100 queen,  $200 king.   Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets:  $25 twin,  $50 full,  $75 queen,  $100 king.

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SOFT CLOUD PILLOW TOP*

TWIN SET

FULL SET.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$260 $129
$380 $199

SUGG. SALE
$360 $199
$490 $299
$1120 $599
$1740 $999

SUGG. SALE
$490 $269
$620 $339
$1470 $799
$2190 $1199

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$1010 $569 $557
$1220 $689 $664
$2660 $1499 $1424
$3820 $2149 $2049

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$3010 $1699 $1649
$3560 $1999 $1924
$4200 $2399 $2299
$5720 $3249 $3049

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

What makes a Shifman mattress so refreshingly different? Exquisite craftsmanship and the world's
finest materials – like natural cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, and eight-way hand tied box
springs - to assure the most durable and luxurious comfort    available. Plus, right now, when you
purchase an Ultra premium set you’ll also enjoy extraordinary savings - and a great instant rebate.
Don’t delay - sleep better today!

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

SLEEP BETTER.
SAVE MORE.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus an Instant Rebate of up to $200*
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