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Raider Boys Butt
Ram Cagers, 73-32

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In An Imperfect World,
There Are Perfect Days

It’s a new year, a time for many
people to make those resolutions that
only a small percentage will actually
accomplish. The older I’ve gotten,
the fewer resolutions I’ve bothered
to make, knowing they’ll never get
done, unless they involve the WHS
swim team, reading books, or my
cats.

But that doesn’t mean I can’t dream
of 2006 having better days … or
even a better day. Think about that.
What would it take for you to have a
better day, or, the perfect day? Driv-
ing to swim practice the other day, I
started thinking of the things that
would be part of my personal perfect
day, and this is what I came up with:

A cheese omelet, home fries and a
Pepsi at the Excellent Diner.

Walking through a snowstorm to
the Rialto Theatre to watch whatever
movie is playing on the one big screen.

Walking to swim practice at 5:15 in
the morning through the snow, and
having coach Walt Clarkson give us
our workout one more time. And a
bus ride back from a big swim meet
with the whole team singing “Roll
Me Over in the Clover” or “100
Bottles of Beer on the Wall,” and then
going to Jahn’s in Summit for “Aw-
ful-Awfuls.”

Bowling at the either the old lanes
at the YMCA or at The Rec (now
Westfield Table Tennis Club).

Playing softball or basketball at
Franklin School, with Bert and Willy
Crampton, Bill Lewis, Bob DeBarger,
Chuck Craver, Artie Garvin, Jay
Jones, Spike Morton, Slim Jim Wil-
son, Greg Fleck, Charlie Freeman,
Chet (The Jet) West, Bob Small, Chris
Way and the rest of our gang.

Full-court basketball games at the
old YMCA gym (now the racquetball
courts and men’s locker room).

A late-night snack of two large
cheeseburgers with pickles and on-
ions (cooked by Tex) and a mug of
root beer at the Westfield White Dia-
mond, for $1.25!

A six-pack of Rheingold chug-a-
mugs and an American cheese and
baloney sub with the works from
Charlie’s Italian Deli on South Ave.

A chance to do my Froggy the
Gremlin imitation for Mark (Doug
‘Drop and Give Me 10’ Niedermeyer)
Metcalf.

A win over St. Joseph (Metuchen)
in swimming, and one final county,
sectional and state championship.

The swim team’s annual Danny
Nichols Memorial Award not being a
“Memorial” award, and Danny being
there at our team dessert to present it
personally.

Another chance to coach the
Steelers against the Bears of Jeff Gil-

bert and Pat Kennedy in the Westfield
Boys Football League. Or to watch
Giants coaches Jim Bonner and Al
Pfeiffer in action. They were the best.

Hearing the late Jim Harcourt say
“It’s after 10 o’clock, do you need a
note”? to some girl who just entered
the Jolly Trolley. Or to watch him lift
his not-quite-full glass and say to the
bartender, “What am I, a tourist”?

Another Friday night watching Bob
Felter working free for a tough bas-
ket, while teammate Jerry Richards
hounds the opponent’s top scorer into
another “off” night.

Another Saturday afternoon at
Kehler Stadium watching Marty
Howarth, Joe Monninger, Glen
Kehler, Rick Sampson, Brian
Ciemniecki and Matt Daly.

Another summer Sunday, with a
9:30 a.m. American Legion game at
Tamaques Park, followed by a
Westfield Merchants twinbill, and
then a drive up to Morris County to
catch a Morris Majors or Morris-
Somerset league game.

Another year or two of Les Zorge.
The man only coached four years at
WHS, but he left a legacy of legend-
ary stories — good, bad, funny and
sad, fact and fiction — longer than
any 10 coaches combined, Shaun
Cherewich included.

Another chance to better appreci-
ate Joe Freeman, the legendary foot-
ball, basketball and baseball coach of
the late-’30s through the mid-’50s.
By the time I knew him as my safe
driving teacher, he was a shell of what
he’d been.

Another sweaty summer day in the
late 1960s and early ’70s, coaching
youth baseball with Pat Papaccio and
watching Joe (The Mailman)
Wheatley pitch an almost-perfect
batting practice.

Seeing Gary Kehler, wearing that
blue shirt with the sleeves rolled up,
his hands cupped around his mouth
so the opponent couldn’t hear him
yelling “four-two, four-two” to his
quarterback, on a fourth-and-three
from his own 35 in the fourth quarter.

Sunday afternoon softball triple
headers at the “Franklin Bowl,” with
takeout beer containers from the
Glenview Manor, and Glen Kehler
and Bruce Jester retrieving home run
balls hit over the right-field fence at a
nickel apiece.

Having the Music Staff in town,
Harmony House out on Route 22 and
E.J. Korvette’s in the Blue Star Shop-
ping Center to get my record albums.

Listening to Murray the K on the
radio, with his “submarine race
watching” and his own special lan-
guage (he was actually Mee-ahh-sir-
ee, the kee-ahh-say), while playing
Ping-Pong with John Schneider and
Don Mokrauer.

Another day of the rock-and-roll
music I grew up with — Elvis, Buddy
Holly, Jerry Lee Lewis, Chuck Berry,
Little Richard, Carl Perkins, Gene
Vincent, Eddie Cochran, Roy
Orbison, Dion and the Belmonts, the
Four Seasons, Frankie Lymon and
the Teenagers, and all the great doo-
wop groups.

Another spring afternoon watch-
ing one of Norm Koury’s WHS base-
ball teams pull out a 3-2 10-inning
victory, with a complete game by the
pitcher and the winning run scoring
on a squeeze bunt.

No 24-hour sports, no sports talk
radio, no ESPN, no instant replay,
no overtime, and no over-saturation
of pro teams.

Another radio personality like Vin
Scelza, with his amazingly eclectic
musical taste, as opposed to the mo-
ronic Jack-FM voice. (Know what
happens on my car radio when I hit
101.1 FM expecting to get the former
oldies station and I hear Jack? Turn
it Off!)

Wins over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Cranford in all sports played that
day.

Watching the WHS football team
in the playoffs on Saturday afternoon
at 1, catching a plane to Massillon to
watch the Tigers in the Ohio playoffs
at 8, then catching a Concorde to
Melbourne to catch the Grand Final
of the Australian Rules Football
League at the Cricket Grounds.

Now, that would be a perfect day.
DEN TRIVIA

The WHS boys basketball team
has posted back-to-back winning sea-
sons and brought a 3-2 record into
2006. When was the last time WHS
strung together three consecutive
winning seasons?

HOOPS UPDATE
The WHS girls basketball team

was 6-1 in Tuesday’s game against
Scotch Plains — the lone loss com-
ing to Malcolm X Shabazz, one of
the state’s top teams — and cap-
tured the Pepe/Levee Holiday Tour-
nament in Springfield.

Junior captains Casey El Koury
and Kate Cronen, sophomores Erin
Miller, Gabby O’Leary and Danielle
Infantino, and freshman Tara
Handza have been the catalysts.
Things figure to get even better
when sophomore Stephanie
Slodyczka returns to the lineup. The
team’s No. 2 scorer and leading
rebounder as a freshman, Slodyczka
is coming back from a summer in-
jury (torn ligaments). She hopes to
be back in the lineup for the county
and state tournaments.

The girls, who played Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on Tuesday, have a
huge home game tomorrow, when
Cranford returns from its West Coast
trip for a 7 p.m. game.

The 3-2 boys team brought a three-
game win streak into Tuesday’s game
against Scotch Plains, following its
huge victory over previously unbeaten
St. Peter’s Prep in the final of the
Butch Kowal Tournament in Rahway.
The Blue Devils feature junior guards
Tom Bonard and Mike Venezia, one
of the most exciting backcourts in
years, maybe decades, along with big
men Josh Gerckens and Dan Pritsker,
and super-quick Terron Rogers. For
depth, there’s Terrell Shaw, Pete
Antonelli (who had 12 points in the
Kowal semifinals) and Santo Nardi.
Coach Kevin Everly appears to have
a solid eight-man rotation, with six
guys capable of double figures on any
night.

SOUP’S ON
Sunday is the birth date of two

legends. Elvis Presley would have
been 70 rockin’ years old. And guess
who turns 80? Soupy Sales!

For those of us who grew up with
the pie-throwing, cornball comedian
— and who still talk like White Fang
on occasion — that’s quite a telling
number. Remember when he told the
kids watching his TV show to go into
their dad’s wallet and pull out all the
pieces of paper with George
Washington’s face on them and mail
them in to Soupy? Good times, good
times.

TRIVIA ANSWER
The WHS boys basketball team

has had four straight winning seasons
three different times, the most recent
being from 1971-74. WHS had
records of 13-10, 25-2, 24-2, 13-11
under coaches Joe Coleman (1971)
and Neil Horne (’72-’74). WHS also
had four-year “win” streaks from
1962-65 (’62-’64 under John Lay,
’65 under Bob Sanislow), and 1947-
50 under Gomer Lewis.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

from the left side.
Holding a 56-21 lead to begin the

final quarter, Doherty looked to Mike
Boncum, who drove in for a layup
and sank three free throws, Rob
Zugarda, who poured in seven points,
and Myhanski, who nailed a jumper.

“Everyone pretty much fits into the
team, no one tries to do their own
thing and we play within each other,”
said Garrett. “We like to push the
ball, we’re starting to find the open
man and we’re hitting offensively.”

Garrett commented on improve-
ment by saying, “Rebounding against
bigger teams. We’re not real big, so
we need to start boxing out. Today,
however, that was not an issue.”

“Basically, we try to pressure teams,
try for turnovers and score off of our
defense mostly,” added Bayard. “We
don’t have one go-to guy who domi-
nates. Anyone of us can score high on
any given night and we all just root
for each other, trying to get the win.”
Wardlaw-Hartridge   9   8   4 11 32
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 20 20 16 17 73

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MANEUVERING AROUND A RAM DEFENDER…Raider Greg Bayard, left, maneuvers around Ram defenders in a John
“Butch” Kowal consolation game. Bayard scored 11 points as the Raiders defeated Wardlaw-Hartridge, 73-32.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING DOWN COURT…Raider D.J. Garrett brings the ball down court
against the Rams. Garrett netted 11 points in the 73-32 conquest.

Raider Boys Cruise Past
Tiger Basketballers, 50-26

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Controlling the tempo and several
hot hands in scoring spelled victory
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School basketball Raider boys as they
continued their impressive run with a
50-26 win in a fifth-place consolation
game in the John “Butch” Kowal Tour-
nament in Rahway on December 30
in Rahway.

Bryan Dougher played a major role
as he frightened the Tigers, pouring
in 20 points, pulled down seven re-
bounds and swiped foul basketballs.
Greg Bayard found the basket with
nine points and showed his quickness
with five steals. Sean Young (2 steals,
2 rebounds) and Darnell Dorich (5
rebounds) provided six points each.
Mike Bonacum hit five points and
Travis Morgan grabbed five rebounds.

Dougher hit 10 points, including

two 3-pointers as the Raiders went on
a 22-8 run in the first half.

“We played well, however we
played down a little being in a strong
conference. We missed a lot of shots
to put the game away in the first half.
Gradually, we pulled away,” said Head
Coach Dan Doherty. “The defense
was fabulous. We gave up 26 points.
The last two games we’re giving up
32 and 22, so you can’t beat that. The
kids played well together. There is no
one selfish looking out just for them-
selves. They moved the ball well and
the shots finally started to fall and we
went from there. It feels good.”

The Raiders, who upped their
record to 3-3, were slated to do battle
with the Westfield Blue Devils, win-
ners of the “Butch” Kowal Tourna-
ment on January 3 in Westfield.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15   7 14 14 50
South Plainfield   4   4 12   6 26

Raider Hoopsters Zap
Columbia Girls, 55-38
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team came
alive offensively in the second and
third quarters to pull away from Co-
lumbia and secure a 55-38 victory in
the consolation round of the Marist
Tournament in Bayonne on Decem-
ber 28. Junior Allie Zazzali led all
scoring with 23 points.

Jackie Law and Lauren Mains put
up 13 and 12 points, respectively, and
Lauren Benovengo scored five points
for the 2-3 Raiders.
Columbia 13   8   7 10 38
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10 15 13 17 55

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Scotch Plains
New Construction.  Nestled on an acre, this 5400 sq
ft Colonial has it all!  Sun light streams through every
room.  Open floor plan, “state of the art” kitchen, 5
BRs, 4.1 Baths.  Immediate occupancy.  Sellers
offering generous bonus package.  Minutes to NYC
transportation, top schools.  $1,675,000  (WSF9816)

Scotch Plains
Classic CH Colonial.  Cul-de-sac location with circular
drive & marble entry.  5 BRs, 2 Full & 3 Half Baths,
FR w/FRPL, E-I Kitchen w/granite counters, fully
finished lower level, resort-like property w/inground
pool & gazebo.    Immediate Occupancy.  $999,000
(WSF0399).

Westfield
New Construction, top quality throughout.  Two-
story entry, inlaid hardwood floors in living room
and dining room.  Granite countertops, large eat-
in area opening to family room/fireplace.  4 BRs,
3.1 Baths, near NYC transportation.  Immediate
Occupancy.  $915,000  (WSF0901)
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REVA BERGER
Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 301-2005

E mail: revaberger@aol.com

Young & Lovely

This lovely young colonial, located on a quiet circle of homes, offers 8

rooms, 4 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths.  The condition is pristine and all

the best amenities are included for your convenience.  Spacious rooms

and open flow make a perfect setting for entertaining family and friends

for years to come.  Offered at $849,000.  WSF0953
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