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Residents Thank Mahr, Fanwood
For Repaving LaGrande Courts

Letters to the Editor

OK, So Call Me Scrooge:
Freeholders Squander Tax Dollars

We would like to extend our sincere
gratitude to Mayor Mahr and the Borough
of Fanwood for the repaving of the tennis
courts at LaGrande Park. It was an abso-
lute pleasure working with her and her
administration in getting this goal accom-
plished.

We are parents of children in the school

district who play on the high-school girls’
varsity tennis team. Over the years the
courts at LaGrande went from bad to
worse. Scotch Plains-Fanwood is a joint
school district. There are no tennis courts
at the high school. For some reason, Union
Catholic used the beautiful courts at
Kramer Manor and our school used
LaGrande. When the LaGrande courts
got to the point in which they became a
huge hazard, the school teams were moved
to Kramer and had to share courts. This
did not work out well because five courts
are needed for a match. With two teams
and only seven courts, there were not
enough courts. Practice time was also a
problem with sharing.

We, along with other parents, went to
the Fanwood Council last spring with
our request to repave the courts. The
council members were extremely sym-
pathetic to our plight. We were told that
this was a project that Fanwood had
wanted to do for quite awhile. The ad-
ministration got right on the project be-
cause they knew the summer was really
the only time to accomplish this to ac-
commodate both varsity teams – girls
play in fall and boys in spring. Plans
were drawn up with two solutions de-
pending upon finances.

Mayor Mahr set up a meeting and the
plans were explained to us. Public meet-
ings were conducted, bids were sent
out, a contractor secured and work pro-
gressed rapidly. We were informed as
to time frames and were called back by
the administration every step of the
way. As it was, the court construction
was slightly off schedule due to weather
and some other delays and they were
completed towards the end of the sea-
son. But all in all, it worked out ex-
tremely well. And it was nice to have
Mayor Mahr (with children in tow) and
Dr. Heisey, our high-school principal,
come out to see the girls play the first
day back on the courts.

Thank you again. We know Fanwood
has big plans for the continued develop-
ment of LaGrande Park and the down-
town. We wish Mayor Mahr and the town
well in their future endeavors.

Jodi Heinz
Stacey and Tom Lopez

Scotch Plains

Lions Thank Public
For Tree Sale Success
The Fanwood Lions Club, “The Christ-

mas Tree Club,” just completed another
successful Christmas tree sale.

This was accomplished by the mem-
bership, who worked so hard to bring the
best trees possible to our customers.

To our customers, we the Fanwood
Lions thank you for continually coming
back year after year to purchase trees.

Monies raised are earmarked for our
scholarships, presented to high-school se-
niors from Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
and various organizations that are recipi-
ents of the club’s generosity.

The Fanwood Lions have in their
possession tree racks that are for sale.
Any organization or individuals inter-
ested in purchasing them is asked to
contact Lion Chet Lindsey at (908) 322-
8801.

Lion Phyllis Fischer
Past President

Over the years I have frequently heard
tell of the purchase by our county govern-
ment of live holiday plants used to deco-
rate the freeholder meeting room. Rumor
has it that the costs vary from $700 to
$7,000, even as high as $17,000 or more.
So I was not surprised last week, when
attending the last freeholder meeting of
the year, to have my senses besieged by
three-foot-tall, fire-engine-red poinsettia
plants, in baskets, decking the halls. There
were 16 plants in all ringing the room. I
was half tempted to jokingly inquire, when
at the podium to speak about the free-
holder pay raises, if I should make a
selection of my lovely parting gift at that
time or after the meeting. After all, I
reasoned to myself, my tax dollars had
paid for them, so I guessed I could take
one home – obviously someone would be
taking them home for the long three-day
holiday weekend, as they were much too
beautiful to be tossed in the dumpster.

 It is my understanding that the annual
floral display comes to the county by way
of House of Flowers in Linden. I also
understand that the florist shop is owned
by none other then Mrs. John Gregorio.
Gregorio, you will recall, is the last name
of the Democratic mayor of the city of
Linden – isn’t this a cozy little set up?
Poinsettias of this quality in decorative
baskets the size of large waste bins are
currently going for as high as $89 each on
the Internet, and these certainly were not
the $19.99 variety available at the local
home store.  A visit to the website of the
flower shop in question
(www.houseofflowers.com) has con-
firmed their price range for plants of this
dimension and presentation. The total
cost is in the neighborhood of $1,400 just
for the flowers in the freeholder’s meet-

ing room. Truth be told, since my eyes
were trained on the plants I did not give
any real thought to the evergreen wreaths
adorning the walls – we can only hope
that they were artificial retreads from
years past.

What struck me as peculiar was that
among the red plants was one lone white
poinsettia plant, much smaller in size and
in a different color basket. Sticking out
like a sore thumb, it looked like a special
order. One can only speculate that per-
haps a perspective recipient had voiced a
preference for white over red as it would
blend in better with the decor at home or
in the office, or perhaps this oddball was
just thrown in by the florist for good
measure. Not having seen any other plants
on my trek to the sixth floor, I wondered
just how many more plants were hanging
around the building and out of the public
eye.

The weather that evening was particu-
larly bad, freezing rain and snow, so when
I left the building I was glad that I was
plantless, as the poor thing would have
frozen before having a chance to adorn
my Garwood living room. But I did look
at the bare public reception area and
thought perhaps that the $1,400 would
have been better spent if the freeholder’s
plants had been put on public display in
what has been referred to as the “Million
Dollar Atrium” so everyone who passed
by could enjoy their tax dollars hard at
work, rather than just we four spectators
and 20 or so employees in attendance at
the meeting that evening.

Call me Scrooge if you like but what a
waste.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

RAISING FUNDS…The Westfield Lions Club recently raised funds at the
Westfield Drug Fair. For more than 81 years, the club has championed charitable
causes and sponsored services such as eye/ear mobile and community clean-up
campaigns. Pictured above are: Alberta Capria-Ryan, Mike Goreuk and Doug
Schembs. For more information about the club and its monthly meetings, visit
http://westfieldnj.com/lions/.

Y’s Men’s Club Thanks
Tree Sale Supporters
On behalf of the Y’s Men’s Club of

Westfield, I’d like to thank the residents
of Westfield and neighboring towns who
helped to make our 2005 Christmas tree
sale a great success.

The tree sale, a Westfield tradition for
nearly 60 years, raises funds which are
donated to a number of “Y” programs and
other local non-profit organizations.

The success of this effort depends on
the generosity of the many people who
decide to make a donation with the pur-
chase of their Christmas tree each year.
We are very grateful for your support.

Bill Scott
Westfield

Thomas Ruggieri Earns
Rank of Eagle Scout

FANWOOD – In a special Court
of Honor ceremony on December
19 at All Saints Episcopal Church,
Thomas M. Ruggieri was named
Eagle Scout, the highest honor in
scouting.

Thomas is the youngest son of Beth
and Roger Ruggieri of Fanwood, and
he is a senior at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. His brother
Matthew, a senior criminal justice
major at Rowan College, is also an
Eagle Scout.

The family participated in a cer-
emony marked with testimonies from
scout leaders who had a hand in
Tom’s path to Eagle, including John
Podlas and Cleveland Bowser,
former scout masters. Former scout
master Thomas White was also in
attendance.

The Eagle rank is a culmination of
efforts including merit badges, scout
participation and leadership positions,
as well as a special service project.
Thomas completed 23 merit badges
and received the Firem’n Chit, Tot’n
Chip and World Conservation awards.
He has served in a variety of leader-
ship positions with Troop 104, in-
cluding Quartermaster, Patrol Leader,
Senior Patrol Leader and Troop

Guide. He attended the Sabattis Ad-
venture Camp for the past eight sum-
mers.

Deputy Mayor Caroline Sorge of
Fanwood presented a declaration for
Thomas, representing the mayor and
council, in recognition of his Eagle
rank, as well as the special service
project he completed.

Thomas planned and constructed a
freestanding message board for the
Fanwood Recycling Center, as well
as flower boxes for the manager’s
office and the plastic recycling hut.
Scouts from Troop 104 assisted in the
project, which was reviewed by a
scout board and approved for the
Eagle Scout service project.

Scout Master Ed Bumiller pre-
sented Thomas with a collection of
all his merit badges and the Eagle
Scout certificate after he inducted
Thomas into Eagle rank with the Eagle
Charge.

Thomas plans to go to college and
pursue a creer in either mechanical or
aerospace engineering. At Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, he is
actively involved in marching band,
wind ensemble and the 821st Junior
Air Force ROTC, where he serves as
Corps Commander.

THE HIGHEST RANK…Scout Master Ed Bumiller presents Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior Tom Ruggieri with a collection of all his merit badges
and the Eagle Scout certificate. Mr. Ruggieri earned the Eagle Scout rank, the
highest honor a Boy Scout can receive, for his merit badges, leadership roles and
special Eagle-Scout service project.

Westfielder Believes We All
Should Be Tolerant

Christmas Tree Disposal
To Benefit WHS Musical

WESTFIELD – Once again, cast
members of the Westfield High School
spring musical are offering to help area
residents dispose of Christmas trees.

This service will be provided in
exchange for a $10 donation to be
used for the show. Anyone interested
in having a tree picked up after the

WF Resident Named
To NY Bar Task Force
WESTFIELD – Michael J.

Holliday of Westfield has been named
by New York State Bar Association
President A. Vincent Buzard to a task
force to review and make recommen-
dations regarding the recent practice
by New York State and federal pros-
ecutors of asking clients to waive the
attorney-client privilege.

“The purpose of the task force is to
review the nature and extent of the
practice, to weigh the public good
that comes from asking for waivers
against the critical nature of the privi-
lege and to make recommendations.
Because any threat to the attorney-
client privilege strikes at the heart of
what we do as lawyers, we as an
association have a duty to investigate
the issue,” Mr. Buzard said.

holidays is asked to e-mail to William
Mathews, musical director, at
wmathews@westfieldnjk12.org and
it will be relayed to the cast.

Individuals are asked to include
their name, address and telephone
number. Trees will be picked up on
Saturday and Sunday, January 7 and
8. The deadline to make arrangements
is Friday, January 6.

Donations will support the 2006
musical Jesus Christ Superstar, which
will be performed Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, March 2, 3 and 4.

As a lifelong resident of Westfield (49
years), I was shocked, but now am laugh-
ing, at Mr. Siano’s letter to the editor. It
would appear the majority of both Chris-
tians and Jews alike are against his com-
ments. The people of this town also
know what they are saying when they
point out that Mr. Siano does not pay
attention to the Menorah that has been
erected since 1999, not 2004 as men-
tioned by Mr. Siano.

I was shocked that anyone in Westfield
would complain and try to turn the town
residents against each other. I am laugh-
ing at the fantastic reply from the commu-
nity I have grown up in. We are not in the
Middle East or on the West Bank, we are
in a town where we can live side by side,
Jews and Christians alike. We see each
other as neighbors, not enemies. To me

the tree at the end of Elm Street has
always been a great symbol of the holi-
day, but I also found the addition of the
Menorah a great plus for the site. It proves
we could and can symbolize more than
just Christmas.

As for the Nativity scene, it is not
owned or placed by the town, but the
town allows it. Now when you drive
down Elm towards North you see the
town can have everyone living together
and celebrating together. Maybe Mr.
Siano should get a lesson on bigotry and
learn to be tolerant of his neighbors
whether they be Christian, Jewish or of
any other religion. Happy New Year to
one and all.

Greg Ryan
Westfield

Carolee Ritter Receives
Doctoral Degree

WESTFIELD – Carolee Ritter of
Westfield recently received her Doc-
tor of Philosophy degree from the
Graduate College at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. Commencement
took place on December 17 at the
Bob Devaney Sports Center.

Area Students Receive
Seton Hall Prep Honors

AREA – Seton Hall Preparatory
School in West Orange announced its
First Trimester Honor Roll.

Among Westfield students, Nicho-
las Colucci, Scott Muldoon, Patrick
Muldoon, Kevin Smith and Zachary
Sproull earned first honors and Steven
Anzalone, George Kunath, Brian
Maher, Matthew Monaghan and John
Petruccelli received second honors.
Michael Cifelli, Kyle Marsh, Andrew
Martone, Daniel Sullivan, Ryan
Torcicollo and Benjamin Walker re-
ceived commendation.

Among Scotch Plains students,
Matthew Anderson, James Burke,
Patrick Clancy and Brendan Kirby
achieved first honors, and Stephen
Cena and Cameron Clausen achieved
second honors. Anthony D’Annunzio
and Juan-Anton Velarde earned com-
mendation.

In Fanwood, Matthew Berka re-
ceived first honors and Richard
Madurski received commendation.


