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Enhancing TV-36, Website
Top Skibitsky’s ’06 Agenda
Westfield residents to “hold people to
what they tell you in their campaign
and make them tell you the truth.”
“If they don’t,” he added, “then
you’re going to kick them out of office.” Concluding his speech, he said,
“public service does not equal self
service.”
After receiving the oath, the mayor
touted the openness of his candidacy

Espousing the land-use and corner-lot ordinances designed to conWESTFIELD — During Tuesday
trol over-development, Mayor
evening’s organization meeting,
Skibitsky said he would work to “enUnited States Attorney Christopher
sure that any future development
Christie swore in Mayor Andy
is…not contrary to my main concern
Skibitsky, who then offered the acof maintaining the character of beaution items he wanted to address in
tiful neighborhoods.” However, the
2006.
mayor said the governing body “does
Specifically, the mayor reemphanot have the authority to stop develsized the importance of
opment” outright.
improved communicaThirdly, the mayor protion through his Saturmoted the continuation of
day morning office
examining town hot spots
hours and through reand studying new locaestablishing the TV-36
tions to improve pedesadvisory board. The
trian and traffic safety.
mayor framed his
The he said that new Pospeech around controllice Chief John Parizeau
ling development, imis “very attuned to our
proving traffic and petraffic safety concerns and
destrian safety and manwill make traffic safety
aging tax dollars more
one of his key initiatives.”
efficiently. Also, all new
To address burgeoning
council members were
healthcare costs and lower
sworn in and 2006 maystate allocations, Mayor
oral appointments were
Skibitsky sought to conmade.
trol spending. With that
Mr. Christie, prior to
purpose in mind, he reinHorace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
presenting the oath of
stated the insurance advioffice to Mayor HAIL TO THE CHIEF...State Superior Court Judge William sory board to “study our
(not pictured) swears in new Westfield Chief of Police healthcare costs to deterSkibitsky, expressed his Wertheimer
John Parizeau at Tuesday night’s Westfield Town Council reorgaregret that far too often, nization meeting.
mine how we can do a
any involvement with
better job of controlling
officials in New Jersey “is in a room by highlighting the importance of those costs without decreasing the
like this but with a judge sitting up continuing Saturday morning office quality of our employees’ healthcare.”
here and handcuffs and shackles.” hours, which more than 150 residents
Before the mayor took the oath,
After paying honor to the mayor and have taken advantage of. Another part judges John Toriello, John Boyle,
his family, Mr. Christie said that of remaining open and interactive is Douglas Fasciale and William
people readily “think someone (an the town website, which, the mayor Wertheimer swore in First Ward
elected official) will solve things for said, “still has a lot of work in devel- Councilman Sal Caruana, Second
us” and “find the silver bullet to end oping and maintaining.” He said his Ward Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins,
corruption in New Jersey.” He said he goal is “to start leveraging this great Third Ward Councilman David Haas
would not solve the problem of pub- tool to improve communication and and Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
lic corruption.
interaction.”
Bigosinski, respectively.
“Worse,” he said, “you (townsKeeping with this theme, the mayor
During the council appointments,
people) are going to solve the prob- re-established the TV 36 advisory
lem” by becoming more involved citi- board, who will “oversee the content
zens and voters. He reminded and direction of the new website.”
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Community Ctr. Tops
Projects for McCarthy
By JAMES HALLERAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy presided over a
busy reorganization meeting on
Sunday, January 1.
Along with Mayor McCarthy’s
annual address to the public,
Councilman William Schadewald,
who had been elected to his fourth
term, and Councilman Walter
Tucker, who had served a middle
term in 2002 and won re-election
in 2005, were both sworn in for
their new terms. Mayor McCarthy
two citizens, National Guardsmen
Sergeants Gary Boos and Brian
Maloney, for their service in Iraq.
In his annual address, Mayor
McCarthy’s main topic was the
building of a borough community
center. He said that a June 30 meeting produced no clear-cut answers
to build the center. Therefore, for
2006 he has appointed a committee, which will be made up of
borough officials and citizens to
study the need for a center or explore other alternatives.
He noted that the borough had
improved the streamlining of communications to its citizens in 2005.
Garwood developed a newsletter
that highlights the progress and
provides facts about each borough
committee without the political
jargon. The borough’s website
(www.Garwood.org) has im-

proved, he said.
The public can download agendas and minutes from the borough
council meetings. The website lists
leaf and snow removal information, and citizens can request government records. The mayor said
development of a borough administrator in 2005 was a big success,
the mayor said. The role’s responsibilities include assisting council members with insurance and
finance matters, which is outside
the duties of the borough clerk.
The office maintains later hours
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Tuesday of every
month. Marriage license and voter
registration are among some of
the services provided by the department.
For 2006, the Department of
Transportation (DOT) has granted
funds for improvements from Second Avenue to the Cranford line,
along with the borough’s new fire
engine, which will be revealed on
May 20.
The mayor thanked all six members of the borough council, a council that includes both Democrats
and Republicans, for their service
in 2005. He noted that the council
members did not allow their own
personal political agendas to get in
the way of serving the public. He
also thanked borough employees
for their dedicated service.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Serving
Mountainside as a councilman for 16
years, Keith Turner promised to serve
the borough again in front of a packed
audience at the council’s re-organizational meeting held Tuesday
evening. State Assemblyman Eric
Munoz administered his oath of office, while his family and friends
looked on. Councilman Paul
Mirabelli, who was elected council
president for 2006, agreed to serve
the borough for his tenth year as a
councilman. He was swore in by State
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.
In his address, Mayor Robert
Viglianti prefaced his speech by stating, “My address is not so kind to the
State of New Jersey, but my statements are not in any way directed to
the fine assemblymen who are here
with us this evening.” The mayor said
in his address that he felt Union
County was well-represented but that
the state-mandated increases in the
municipal budget made this year’s

By CASSANDRA LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

AMBITIOUS AGENDA…Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy delivers his annual speech at Sunday’s reorganization meeting as Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma and Councilman Walter Tucker look on.

Viglianti Addresses Issues
Facing Mountainside Council
budget “the worst set of budget circumstances facing the borough in my
26 years of involvement with the budget.”
He stated that increases from the
state and other agencies exceed
$400,000 and include added state pension costs, increases from the Rahway
Valley Sewer Authority, increases in
the cost of the State Health Benefit
Plan and state-mandated increases for
the library.
The mayor noted that because of a
law dating back to 1945, the library
has received increases from the last
three years totaling $172,764, with
the biggest increase of $62,651 for
the 2006 budget. He further noted
that these total increases, which are
not asked for by library trustees or
personnel, have cost each
Mountainside taxpayer an average of
$72 to $100 per year. He also said that
with the other mandated increases,
each resident could be faced with a
$180 total increase for each home.
This, he said, was not including the
possible board-of-education or county

increases. He added that this comes
without any improvements to the community, whether in programs, roads
or buildings.
He concluded that Mountainside
was “entering a new era” because of
an impending decision: “Do I recommend a tax increase or recommend a
reduction of services or, worst scenario, do I recommend a tax increase
with a reduction in services?”
He noted that a report conducted
by Acting New Jersey Governor Richard Codey and his appointed Benefits Review Task Force has reviewed
in depth the state’s pension system
and health benefits. He also said that
he is sending every Mountainside resident the conclusions of the committee, which were released on December 1, 2005, and urged borough residents to support the six-page report,
which proposes that state workers
contribute a greater amount to their
healthcare and supports a raise in the
eligibility age of state workers to retire. “I strongly recommend that you
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Bigosinski, Haas, Kimmins
Begin Terms on Town Council

TAKING OFFICE...New Westfield
town council members (pictured, top
to bottom) Vicki Kimmins, David Haas
and Tom Bigosinski officially began
their terms on the council on Tuesday
night.

James Halleran for The Westfield Leader

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

TAKING THE HELM...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and his family (from left to right: daughter Hope, wife Debbie and
son Drew) look on as Mayor Skibitsky receives a round of applause after being sworn into office by U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (right).

newly elected Councilman Haas said
he regretted that he didn’t have sufficient information about members of
the planning board and board of adjustment. He called the boards “especially important” but said that he
feared he would be performing his
duties as councilman without knowledge of certain members. Councilman Haas said he asked several times
for information on specific candidates “in order to vote responsibly”
but was only given a tentative list
without contact information.
Councilman Haas proposed postponing the process until the next
meeting. The governing body denied
the motion by a 7-2 tally. Because
abstaining equated to an affirmative
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday night,
three new members of the town council begain their terms with a formal
swearing in.
Thomas Bigosinski (D, fourth
ward), David Haas (D, third ward)
and Vicki Kimmins (R, second ward),
were elected in November. The Democrats picked up an extra seat this year
on the council. Republicans have a 72 majority on the council and the
mayor’s office.
Each of the new members has several goals and objectives for their
term, and they expressed their excitement at being part of the council.
Councilman Bigosinski is an attorney who specializes in employment
defense and employment-related disputes. He is a partner at McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP
in Morristown and has been practicing law for 12 years. Mr. Bigosinski
said he is an avid outdoorsman, and
he likes sports and public service. He
and his wife, Viera, have two sons,
David and Luke, ages five and two,
respectively.
Mr. Bigosinski has been a member
of the Westfield Tree Preservation
Commission for two years. He said
he hopes to continue to work with the
commission, and urges members of
the Westfield community to become
participants.
“This is a great opportunity for
more town citizens to get involved
with tree preservation,” said Councilman Bigosinski.
In 2006, Mr. Bigosinski will be a
member of the public works and the
town code review committees. He
said he is interested in working closely
on over-development issue and the
town budget.
Councilman Haas is an independent consultant in the field of electronics. He and his wife, Dana
Stevens, have two children: Jacob, a

junior at Westfield High School, and
Claire, an eighth grader at Edison
Intermediate School.
Mr. Haas previously served as an
interim member of the town council
in 2003, when he replaced Kevin
Walsh. He has been on the board of
adjustment for six years, and was the
council member on the planning board
for one year. Councilman Haas said
he hopes to end wasteful spending
and to work closely with the overdevelopment issue.
“I think we have spent time focusing on the parking deck and not focusing on smaller things such as paving the roads and sweeping the
streets,” said Mr. Haas, “I’d like to see
if I can get us focused on these issues.”
Councilwoman Kimmins is a sub-

stitute at the Presbyterian Church preschool and is a Junior League
sustainer. She has three sons: Britton
and Griffith, who both attend Tufts
University, and Spencer, who is a
sophomore at Westfield High School.
In her spare time, she bakes for the
Agape Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth.
As a member of the council, Mrs.
Kimmins will be the liaison to the
tree preservation commission and TV36. She will also be a member of the
public works committee and the town
code review committee.
“My issues right now are with the
roads and safety around town. Basically, things that we do every day are
what I’m concerned with,” said Mrs.
Kimmins, who hopes to work closely
with the speeding issue and a lack of
lit crosswalks in town.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

THE HONORABLE…State Superior Court Judges, from left, William
Wertheimer, John Boyle and Douglas Fasciale pose after swearing in newly
elected and appointed officials at Tuesday night’s Westfield Town Council
reorganization meeting.
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Westfield Council
Reorganization Meeting

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Friday, December 23, Deanna
Bush, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
in the 600 block of West North Avenue and charged with shoplifting
two shirts and a pair of leather gloves
valued altogether at $146. She was
released on her own recognizance.
Friday, December 23, a resident of
the 100 block of Myrtle Avenue reported a burglary at her residence.
While there was no sign of forced
entry and nothing was reported missing, damage had been done to the
interior of the home.
Friday, December 23, Helena
Skultety, 39, of Clark was arrested at
Dorian Road and Rahway Avenue
and charged with driving while intoxicated. She later was released to a
responsible individual.
Friday, December 23, Lakeisha
Kugler, 29, of East Orange was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at South and Central Avenues on
an outstanding motor vehicle warrant out of Elizabeth for $188.
Kugler posted bail and was released.
Tuesday, December 27, Artem
Shnayder, 18, Neel Patel, 18, and
Eugene Astrakan, 18, all of New
Providence, were arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana
during a motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and Sussex Street. All
were released on their own recognizance.
Tuesday, December 27, Jaime Vega,
18, Nathaniel F. Wright, Jr., 23, and
Anton Ghanem, 19, all of North
Plainfield, and Ahsan Malik, 20, of
Watchung were arrested during a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
near Crossway Place.
All were charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana, possession of a controlled
dangerous substance with intent to
distribute and possession of drug paraphernalia. Each of the men was released on his own recognizance.
Tuesday, December 27, David
Fluet, 20, Tony Speranza, 21, Donald
Mansour, 19, and Michael Sidnam,
Jr., 18, all of Westfield, were arrested
in the 1700 block of Boulevard following a complaint of numerous disorderly persons.
All were charged with maintaining a nuisance, providing underage
persons with alcohol, possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana, disorderly premise and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
They were released on their own
recognizance on these charges.
Kelan Doyle, 23, of Westfield was
charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was released with
a summons.
Additionally, Fluet was held on
motor vehicle warrants from Elizabeth, for $580, and Kenilworth, for
$1,152. He posted bail and was released. Speranza was held on a motor
vehicle warrant from Westfield for
$175. He satisfied the warrant and
was released.
Wednesday, December 28, police
received a report of an assault in the
200 block of East Broad Street in
which one man slapped another in the
face during an argument. No one has
been charged in the incident.
Thursday, December 29, Mary
McGhee, 54, of Cranford was arrested in the 300 block of West
South Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated. She later
was released to a responsible individual.
Thursday, December 29, a resident
of the 700 block of Knollwood Terrace reported that her motor vehicle
was burglarized and a cellular tele-

phone taken. The vehicle had been
unlocked at the time.
Friday, December 30, a Sunnywood
Drive resident reported that someone
broke his sliding glass door with a
golf ball.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 27, Robert
Koelble, 50, of Winter Springs, Fla.
was arrested for unlawful possession
of a weapon. The suspect was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on Route
22 and was found to be carrying a 24inch sword. Koelble was processed
and released.
Wednesday, December 28, a
Burnham Court resident reported being the victim of harassing phone
calls. The victim stated that he has
received numerous calls from an unknown person who states the victim
should watch out.
Wednesday, December 28, an employee of a Route 22 restaurant reported being the victim of a theft. The
victim stated she had cash taken from
her locker while she was working.
There were no signs of forced entry.
Thursday, December 29, a resident
of Rahway Road reported being the
victim of criminal mischief. The victim stated her mailbox was damaged
sometime overnight.
Friday, December 30, Wafi Long,
21, of Plainfield was arrested for possession of crack cocaine with the intent to distribute and possession of a
loaded handgun while in the course
of distributing narcotics. Police were
conducting an investigation into an
individual selling narcotics out of their
vehicle. According to police, when
Long’s vehicle was stopped he tried
to flee on foot. He was arrested after
a brief pursuit. Police said that while
Long was being searched they found
the handgun in his front pocket. The
suspect is being held on $500,000
bail.
Fanwood
Tuesday, December 20, Bolivar
Reyes-Morel, 36, of Elizabeth was
stopped on Midway Avenue for a
motor vehicle violation and was then
charged with possession of a fraudulent insurance card.
Friday, December 23, William C.
Boub, 3rd, 50, of South Plainfield
was stopped on Martine Avenue and
arrested on outstanding warrants as
well as on charges of possession of a
fraudulent insurance card, receiving
stolen property, offering a false insurance card and possession of burglary tools. Boub was sent to the
Union County jail. Bail was set at
$7,000.
Saturday, December 24, Laneka S.
Young, 25, of Lexington, Ky. was
stopped on South Avenue at First
Street for a motor vehicle violation. It
was discovered there were outstanding warrants for her.
Wednesday, December 28, Ilario
Canagui, 25, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Hetfield Road and North Avenue
for driving without a license and failure to produce an insurance card.
Thursday, December 29, Daniel
Woods, Jr., 50, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road and Midway Avenue
at 5:17 p.m. for numerous outstanding warrants.
Sunday, January 1, Malik J. Ahmad,
52, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
outstanding warrants during a field
investigation at 9:03 p.m. on South
Avenue.
Tuesday, January 3, Glenn, J. Hill,
19, of Scotch Plains, was arrested
on Farley Avenue and Midway Avenue at 1 a.m. for driving while
intoxicated (DWI) and for outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Benjamin Solomon for The Westfield Leader

READY FOR 2006…The Mountainside Borough Council poses for a photo at
Tuesday night’s reorganization meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: front
row, Borough Attorney John Post, Mayor Robert Viglianti, Councilman Paul
Mirabelli and Councilman Werner Schon; back row, Councilmen Keith Turner,
Robert Messler, Glenn Mortimer and William Lane.

Mountainside Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

contact your state elected officials
and the governor’s office expressing
your demands for tax relief and implementation of this report,” he said.
In other business, the mayor announced the newly founded Watts
Foundation, which was established
by former residents Blanche and
George Watts. The foundation was
implemented
to
benefit
Mountainside organizations rendering services to Mountainside residents, he said.
Foundation President Nicholas
Bradshaw, along with foundation
members Jack Clifford, Bart Barre,
Dewey Moser, Susan Winans, John
Almalfi, Christopher Belden, Patricia
Connelly and Vasy Honecker, presented the mayor and the borough
with a their first gift to the borough –
a $75,000 check to purchase a
Mountainside bus that will be handicapped accessible.
The mayor gave “a heartfelt thanks”
to the Watts family on behalf of the
borough and said that they were ac-

tive Mountainside residents who were
very generous and who came to every
annual reorganization meeting.
In other business, the mayor presented an award to Ms. Cathleen
Crilly for her years of service to
the Mountainside Library. According to Mayor Viglianti, Ms. Crilly,
a 39-year Mountainside resident,
served as a member of the library’s
board of trustees for the last 11
years. He also announced that she
started with the library in 1983 as
a reference librarian, moved up to
assistant director in 1988 and then
served as acting director from
1990-1992.
Upon acceptance of her award, Ms.
Crilly said, “I once had a friend who
stated that she looked forward to going to work every morning and I echo
her sentiments. I want to thank the
mayor and the borough for this most
wonderful experience. I will miss
everybody at the library, but I will
keep annoying them.”
The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 10 at 8 p.m.

CELEBRATION…Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah Center reads a
letter from Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky at Sunday’s Menorah lighting at the
Westfield Train Station, as Jacob Harel and Jeffrey Kavalin stand by for the lighting.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on December 21, 2005 granted approval for
variance to Michael and Maureen Holt for
property at 95 Forest Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey being Block 34, Lot 11.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Holt
95 Forest Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/5/06, The Times
Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on January 3, 2006 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
RESOLUTION
CODE REVIEW & TOWN PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
JANUARY 3, 2006
TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Conference Session, at which meeting the public
may attend and make comments, and
address Council to discuss and consider
matters of public business, upon which no
formal action will then be taken but which
may subsequently be acted upon in a
regular Council Meeting, on the following
dates in 2006 in the Administrative Conference Room in the Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, at 8:00 p.m., the said dates being
the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

10 and 24
7 and 21
7 and 21
4 and 25
9 and 23
13 and 27
25
(None)
5 and 19
3 and 17
8 (Wednesday) and 28
(None)

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2006 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m., with a preliminary meeting at
7:45 p.m. in the adjacent Council Conference Room which the public may also
attend, the said meeting dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

17 and 31
14 and 28
14 and 28
18
2 and 16
6 and 20
11
1
12 and 26
10 and 24
21
5

1 T - 1/5/06, The Leader

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2006 at 7:30
p.m. in the Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the
Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a Special Meeting to continue the hearing of the following appeal:
RWJ Fitness and Wellness Center,
LLC, an affiliate of Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital, to convert the existing
approximately 51,000-square-foot building located at 2120 Lamberts Mill Road
(Block 12601, Lot 01), Scotch Plains, into
a fitness and wellness center. Applicant is
requesting Site Plan Approval for this proposal together with variances and waivers
from the following sections of the Zoning
Ordinance:
VARIANCES:
Section 23-3.15a,b & c whereby
wellness and fitness centers are not permitted in the M-2 Industrial Zone, requiring
a Use Variance; and
Section 23-3.4A, Column 8, Paragraph
O whereby minimum side-yard setback
required is twenty-five (25) feet; existing
and proposed: approximately eleven (11)
feet, requiring a Bulk Variance.
DESIGN WAIVERS:
Section 21-6.1b7(a) whereby “Driveways shall be separated from parking stalls
and aisles by raised curbed islands, which
shall be a minimum of five-feet wide.”
Proposed: None; and
Section 21-6.1b7(b) whereby “In every
third row of parking, the opposing stalls
shall be separated by raised curbed islands, which shall be a minimum of fourfeet wide.” Proposed: None.
Applicant is also requesting any and all
other variances and design waivers
deemed to be necessary at the time of
hearing.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 1/5/06, The Times
Fee: $46.41

vote, the councilman then voted “yes”
with exceptions to individuals he did
not know.
Councilman Haas told The
Westfield Leader that “Neil Sullivan
raised similar questions about appointments to The Leader when he
was on council.” He said he requested
information two weeks ago to vote
for appointments but said the mayor
only “handed me appointments as
opposed to keeping me informed.”
Councilman Haas said he is sorry for
how things worked out on Tuesday
evening, but said if he had seen letters
and resumes of all parties considered,
“the issue wouldn’t be raised, period.” The new councilman said he is
willing to work with everyone and
doesn’t envision “two years of bitter
struggle.” However, “if there’s an assumption that we’re [the two Democrats on the council] irrelevant, we’ll
fight.”
Newly elected Fourth Ward Councilman Bigosinski, before voting on
proposed employee appointments,
questioned how much the town attorney earns each year. Upon learning
that the figure is close to $100,000,
Councilman Bigosinski asked how
the town arrives at that figure.
First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse responded that if the councilman wanted to talk about appointments or anything related to the budget, “we have a process. The process
is that we have a finance committee.”
Councilman Echausse then accused
the newly elected councilman of “trying to make hay and destroy the great
atmosphere” of the evening. Councilman Bigosinski took offense to the
interruption and further asked if the
position of town attorney was put out
to bid.
Councilman Echausse admonished
the suggestion, saying it “would put
the position out to non-residents and
have The Star-Ledger put it in the
paper so people from south Jersey
could be our town attorney.” Speaking on the town attorney, he added,
“Mr. (Robert) Cockren has served
with distinction and honor.”
The mayor agreed, saying he “eagerly reappointed” Mr. Cockren.
While not critiquing the job Mr.
Cockren performs, Councilman
Bigosinski still asked if he was the
only person considered. He stressed
the need for the finance committee to
“engage in a competitive process for
the job of town attorney” to see if
opportunities exist for the “burden on
taxpayers to leave by having the town
attorney paid possibly without benefits or without contributions paid to
the pension system.” He asked to see
“if less can be paid for a town attorney.”
In response to Councilman
Bigosinski’s remarks, Fourth Ward
Councilman Jim Foerst called his
actions and statements “shameful.”
Councilman Bigosinski told The
Westfield Leader that he wasn’t questioning the qualifications or the aptitude of Mr. Cockren, only the process
by which he is paid. He said to have
the town pay into the state pension
plan for a person who has a full-time
position as a partner at a large law
PUBLIC NOTICE

firm is becoming too lucrative. He
proposed putting out RFPs (requests
for proposal) to local attorneys with
familiarity in municipal law. He said
there are people who could do a good
job “without the added incentive of a
pension or at a lower rate.” He said
the town could limit RFPs to attorneys who live or practice locally only.
He said he didn’t regret the timing of
his remarks because “there was no
other opportunity.” The councilman
said he is not questioning “the person, but the process.”
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins told
The Westfield Leader that the new
councilmembers spoke with the
mayor Saturday morning at Vicki’s
Diner and were all privy to the “same
information at the same time.” She
said the four sat for two hours and the
other new councilmen could have
asked for more information then. “I
didn’t get the sense they were uncomfortable.” She also said she “can understand being uncomfortable with
the appointments. I didn’t know everyone either. But I don’t feel qualified sitting up there for four minutes.
I trust the mayor and sitting council,
who know the dynamics of the committees.” With regards to the town
attorney’s salary, she agreed with
Councilman Bigosinski that “we
should look into it if it’s becoming an
expensive item on the budget line.”
After approval, Third Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca will serve as
acting mayor with Councilman
Echausse as an alternate. Councilman Foerst will act as council liaison to the planning board and Councilman Caruana will serve as the
council designee to the special improvement district board. Municipal
Judge Brenda Cuba and Town Administrator Jim Gildea were appointed to three-year terms, while
Mr. Cockren received a one-year
appointment.
Michael Panagos was named the
new public defender. Councilwoman
Kimmins will act as council liaison to
the new TV advisory board, with Neil
Sullivan and Cory Mermer serving as
well. All committee chairs will remain, except Councilman Caruana
will replace Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca as the chair of the
public safety, transportation and parking committee.
Former mayors Allen Chin, Ron
Frigerio, Rich Bagger, Bud Boothe
and Greg McDermott attended the
meeting, along with recently departing council members Rafael
Betancourt, Darielle Walsh and Larry
Goldman and State Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick and Eric Munoz (both LD21).
The capacity audience heard first
an invocation given by Temple
Emanu-El Senior Rabbi Douglas
Sagal, who viewed the gathering as a
“time of reflection” on to the last
year. Sergeant Major Christopher
Miele of the United States Army Reserve led the crowd in the salute to the
flag. Sergeant Major Miele, a recipient of the Bronze Service Medal,
later received the New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal for his honorable service in ground operations
during Iraqi Freedom in the southwest Asia theatre.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDACY
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE
January 5, 2006 – The deadline for filing
nominating petitions to run for positions on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education is 4:00 p.m., Monday, February 27,
2006, Mr. Anthony DelSordi, announced
today. The election is scheduled for Tuesday, April 18, 2006.
Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candidate Kit”
at the local school district office. Published by the New Jersey School Boards
Association, the School Board Candidate
Kit includes information about legal qualifications for school board candidacy and
the role of the school board member. Information about the New Jersey School Ethics Act, important dates in the school election process, and briefing sessions for
school board candidates are also included
in the kit.
“School board membership is a meaningful way to make a contribution to your
community and its schools,” said Patti J.
Pawling, NJSBA president. “I urge all qualified citizens to consider board of education membership. Serving on your local
school board doesn’t require a degree in
education. The most important attribute a
candidate can bring to office is a sincere
interest in the community, its children and
their education.”
CONTACT:
Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 1/5/06, The Times
Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Board of
Adjustment wishes to advise the public of
its meeting dates. Meetings are on the
second Monday of each month at 7:30
p.m. unless otherwise stipulated, and are
held at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey in the
Council Chambers. The Board will also
meet at 7:00 p.m. on those dates in the
Mayor’s Conference Room for a work session, which the public may attend but may
not participate in. Meeting dates are as
follows:
January 9, 2006
February 9, 2006*
March 13, 2006
April 10, 2006
May 8, 2006
June 12, 2006
July 10, 2006
August 14, 2006
September 11, 2006
October 16, 2006
November 13, 2006
December 11, 2006
January 8, 2007
February 8, 2007*
Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. with work
session starting at 7:00 p.m.
* Board of Adjustment will meet on Thursday for these months.
Lori Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/5/06, The Leader
Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2006 RECYCLING COLLECTION SCHEDULE
WARD 1
WARD 2
WARD 3
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays)
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

9, 23
6, 20*
6, 20
3, 17
1, 15, 29*
12, 26
10, 24
7, 21
4*, 18
2, 16, 30
13, 27
11, 25*

10, 24
7, 21
7, 21
4, 18
2, 16, 30
13, 27
11, 25
8, 22
5, 19
3, 17, 31
14, 28
12, 26

11, 25
8, 22
8, 22
5, 19
3, 17, 31
14, 28
12, 26
9, 23
6, 20
4, 18
1, 15, 29
13, 27

WARD 4
(Thursdays)
12, 26
9, 23
9, 23
6, 20
4, 18
1, 15, 29
13, 27
10, 24
7, 21
5, 19
2, 16, 30
14, 28

*February 20th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, February 22nd
*May 29th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, May 31st
*September 4th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, Sept. 6th
*December 25th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, Dec. 27th
Fee: $54.57

1 T - 1/5/06, The Leader

Kenneth B. Marsh, Town Engineer
Fee: $43.86
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Bruce Walsh, Joan Wheeler Sworn
In As Members of FW Council
By CASSANDRA LO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood held its
110th annual borough reorganization
meeting on Monday, January 2 at the
Borough Hall. Fanwood Democrats
now have a 7-0 majority including
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the six
members of the Borough Council.
Bruce Walsh and Joan Wheeler
were sworn in as new members of the
borough council, and Assemblywoman Linda Stender was present to
award plaques to both Mr. Walsh and
Ms. Wheeler, thanking them for their
service to the borough.
During her address, Mayor Mahr
stated that she was impressed by the
seriousness of her council members,
and is pleased that all hail from the
Democratic Party.
“We are all from the same party,
but we bring many diverse talents and
interests,” said Mayor Mahr, “We have
unique strengths and a large network

of professional contacts.”
She also mentioned that since she
became mayor two years ago, the
borough has received almost $2 million in grant money, which has helped
to improve parks and streets, contributed to projects done by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
and a $100,000 grant was issued to
the borough last year to purchase an
authentic caboose that was restored.
Mayor Mahr cited that the municipal
tax increases have been the lowest in
years, which has been helped greatly
by grant money.
Mayor Mahr said that the Fanwood
$7 million budget is sometimes difficult to work with, but “every dollar is
spent; employees make due or do
without.”
In 2006, the council and Mayor
Mahr will work on creating new baseball fields with irrigation systems and
new lighting and pavers will be given
to the North side train station. She

Benjamin Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TAKING THE OATH…Fanwood Councilman Bruce Walsh takes the oath of
office as his family watches on while Assemblywoman Linda Stender gives the
oath on Tuesday, January 2 at Fanwood Borough Hall.

hopes that Fanwood will become more
of a destination spot with the edition
of an historic caboose and the improvements to the downtown area.
Appointments made by Mayor
Mahr and the council included Laura
DiFabrizio as borough prosecutor and
Kelly Waters as borough public defender. Members of the Fanwood Fire
Department and Fanwood Rescue
Squad were also sworn into office.
Mayor Mahr mentioned that a new
fire truck for the fire department would
be purchased in 2006, complete with
an apparatus capable of reaching the
heights of the new buildings being
built in the downtown area.
Donna Dolce was elected as the
new council president. Mr. Walsh was
appointed as the council representative to the planning board, which is a
one-year term. He is replacing Councilman Jack Molenaar, who served as
the representative for 11 years.
Bob Sommerich of the FanwoodScotch Plains Recycling Association
presented donations to many Fanwood
organizations. A thousand dollars was
given to the Department of Public
Works to go towards the purchase of
a new line striping machine. The FSP
Recycling Association also donated
$600 to the rescue squad for plastic
backboards, $405 for editing and VCR
equipment for the taping of borough
events and $350 to the Fanwood Community Emergency Response Team
for training equipment and the refurbishment of a vehicle. Mayor Mahr
was presented with $500 for new
borough signs.
The meeting closed with a benediction by Reverend Jane Rockman
of All Saints Episcopal Church and
“God Bless America,” which was sung
by Laura Kavinski. A reception at
The Chelsea at Fanwood followed
the meeting.

Benjamin Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A FAMILY AFFAIR…Councilwoman Joan Wheeler takes her oath of office as her daughter and granddaughter watch on
as Assemblywoman Linda Stender gives the oath at the Fanwood Borough Council reorganization meeting Monday
afternoon at Borough Hall.

SP Town Hall Renovations, Lib.
Expansion Top Marks’ Agenda
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Tuesday
evening, Mayor Martin Marks Tuesday evening laid out an agenda for
2006, which includes the renovation
of the municipal building, a new public works facility, expansion of the
township library, finalizing plans for
a new senior citizen community center, ball-field lighting and enhance-

ment of TV-34 Scotch Plains Television.
The mayor presented his plans at
the township council’s annual reorganization meeting, during which
Councilwoman Nancy Malool, beginning her fourth year on the governing body, was selected as deputy
mayor for 2006. Noting the township
government’s reputation for frugality, Mayor Marks nonetheless said he

FW Council Discusses
Public Works Projects
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – It was business as
usual during the first Fanwood council meeting since newly elected officials Bruce Walsh and Joan Wheeler
were officially sworn in, with Councilwoman Donna Dolce named as the
new council president.
As is standard at council agenda
meetings, Borough Engineer Joe
Pryor of Kupper Associates presented
an update on the progress of various
public works projects.
The borough awarded the Watson
and Russell Road project contract to
Jenicar Builders Contractors, Inc. Mr.
Pryor described this project as a “reconstruction” effort.
The LaGrande Park Project, which
includes refurbishing the park’s tennis courts and ball field, also is moving along at a steady pace. According
to Mr. Pryor, “the project was substantially complete” as of October 5,
2005, and the courts were available
for use during the fall tennis season.
Although initially there were some
glitches and complications regarding
the benches, all remaining work has
been completed.
Dumor Construction was awarded
the bid for the LaGrande ball field;
the project had been re-bid on November 30 because the least expensive proposals did not conform to
bidding requirements.
Another key public works discussion centered on Pleasant Avenue.

Within the past few months, Pleasant
Avenue residents expressed their concerns to the mayor and council regarding pedestrian safety due to vehicular speeding.

Benjamin Soloman for The Times

MAKING A POINT…Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr delivers her annual
speech during Tuesday’s reorganization meeting.

In November, Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the council held a public meeting
so that Pleasant Avenue residents
could express their opinions about
the borough’s plan for this residential
street. Roughly 50 residents attended
the meeting, which resulted in an
anti-sidewalk consensus that
prompted the council to delete sidewalks from its plans.
Councilwoman Wheeler noted that
when she and Councilman Walsh
chatted with Pleasant Avenue residents while campaigning, concerns
about speeding and traffic on the block

Benjamin Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

EXEMPLARILY SERVICE…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr commends the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department on their exemplarily service Monday
afternoon at Fanwood Borough Hall after the department took their oath of office.

was an overwhelming sentiment.
Ms. Wheeler’s comment led to a
discussion about methods for controlling speeding, such as speed humps,
and the pros and cons of these options.
“We really need public meetings to
determine whether everyone (residents of Pleasant Avenue) are on board
for speed humps; otherwise, it will be
a waste of money, especially if they
(the speed humps) have to be extricated,” said Councilman Jack
Molenaar. Mr. Molenaar is the director of parking and transportation at
Rutgers University.
Councilman Molenaar was referring to the fact that speed humps,
although effective in slowing down
traffic, can be a very costly ordeal,
especially if they are installed and
then removed due to opposition from

Benjamin Soloman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEW POSITION…Randolph Brause is sworn in as Scotch Plains municipal
prosecutor by Municipal Clerk Barbara Riepe as his son looks on. Mr. Brause
previously served public defender.

Budget Proposals Should Be
Ready By Early February
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Benjamin Soloman for The Times

PROUD MOMENT…In her third
year, Borough Public Defender Kelly
Waters is sworn in by Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr as the council and her
family watches on Monday afternoon
at Fanwood Borough Hall.

residents.
In other instances across the nation, the humps have been installed
and then were extricated when the
noisiness of cars driving over the
humps affected residents. Legally,
speed humps have to be removed if
there is enough opposition from residents once they are installed, even if
those people originally supported this
type of traffic calming solution.
Mr. Pryor echoed Councilman
Molenaar’s concerns. “They’re (speed
humps) intrusive on the environment,”
the engineer said.
Mr. Molenaar explained that there
are other options aside from sidewalks and/or speed humps to abate
the speeding and traffic problem on
Pleasant Avenue, but reiterated that
the public’s input is mandatory so
that the borough and residents are in
agreement.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Thomas Atkins told the
township council Tuesday night that
he hopes to have his 2006 municipal
budget recommendations ready for
their consideration by early February. Last fall Mr. Atkins had warned
of “a very, very difficult budget year”
for 2006 because of steep increases in
a number of non-discretionary spending areas such as health insurance,
pension contributions and sewage
fees.
In a memorandum to the council
this week, Mr. Atkins also noted
“some uncertainties in some of our
key departments,” including the police department, where Chief Brian
Mahoney has been at the helm for
only two months, the department of
public property, where a successor to
retiring director Walter DiNizo has
yet to be named, and the township
legal department, which is dealing
with the void left by the death of
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
last month.
At the council’s conference meeting on Tuesday, members also discussed several pieces of legislation
that have been enacted or are under
consideration by the state legislature.
Assistant Township Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff said he is examining the details of the state’s new
“pay-to-play” as it applies to municipalities to see whether new municipal
resolutions or ordinances are required
to ensure local compliance.
The council discussed A-2372 and
S-2556, bills that would require the

release of a bid list prior to the bid
date. At present, local governments
have the option of making this information available, although most do
not. If the legislation is enacted, municipalities would be required to furnish to anyone the list of vendors who
have received copies of bid documents, even during the time between
a bid’s advertisement and the receipt
and opening of those bids.
Mr. Atkins called the legislation
“preposterous” and said it could
encourage collusion between bidders. Mayor Martin Marks called it
“downright stupid,” saying that it
“encourages illegal activity.” The
State Assembly has already passed
the bill, and township officials plan
on contacting Sen. Nicholas Scutari
(D-22, Linden) to voice their concerns in advance of a vote in the
Senate.
Another piece of pending legislation discussed Tuesday was A-3424
and S-1926, which would prohibit
smoking in indoor public places. Saying the issue for township officials
was not the merits of smoking, Mayor
Marks said the concern was, instead,
the costs involved in increased enforcement of such a smoking ban.
He said he favored making the proposed legislation, which passed the
Senate last month, more permissive
and, thus, allowing municipalities
the leeway to pass or not to pass such
bans on their own.

envisioned 2006 as “a year in which
significant discretionary investment
in the community can be made to
maintain Scotch Plains as a highly
sought-after place to live and raise a
family.”
He said that “much-needed renovations and repairs to the municipal
building must take place” this year,
particularly one rectifying a chronically leaking roof and a faulty heating and air conditioning system. An
architectural and engineering review,
the mayor said, made it clear that the
public works facility on Plainfield
Avenue is “far beyond repair and renovation” and that “our public property
employees deserve a new facility in
2006.”
Turning to the library, where
$800,000 in roof repairs and interior
renovations are nearing completion,
Mayor Marks said the library “has
simply run out of space for additional
materials and programs.”
In order to keep pace with other
libraries in the county as well as increase patron visits, “our library needs
to expand,” the mayor said, noting
that the council “ought to make a
commitment to this investment in
2006.”
He also stated his desire and intention to finalize “the scope, location
and funding mechanism” for a new
senior and community center, which
will likely be situated at Brookside
Park, where plans are also in the
works for a new soccer/football field
and a 90-foot baseball diamond.
Brookside Park is one of three locations being considered for a new
lighted ball field using a $172,000
Union County grant, the mayor said.
The Union County Vocational-Technical School field and the field behind the southside firehouse are also
possibilities for lighting, he said, adding that new technology makes lighting leakage to surrounding areas “relatively nonexistent.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin Soloman for The Times

NEWLY INSTALLED…Thomas
Russo is sworn in as the new Scotch
Plains public defender at Tuesday’
night’s reorganization meeting.
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Community Ctr. Tops
Projects for McCarthy
By JAMES HALLERAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy presided over a busy
Reorganization meeting on January 1.
Along with the yearly address to
the public by Mayor Dennis
McCarthy, Councilman William
Schadewald, who had been elected to
his fourth term, and Councilman
Walter Tucker, who had served a
middle term in 2002 and won reelection in 2005, were both sworn in
for their new terms. Mayor McCarthy
had also recognized the service of
two of their citizens, National Guardsmen Sergeants Gary Boos and Brian
Maloney for their service in Iraq.
In his annual address, Mayor
McCarthy’s main topic focused on
the building of borough community
center. He noted that a June 30 meeting produced no clear-cut answers
to built the center. Therefore, for
2006 he has appointed a committee,
which will be made up of borough
officials and citizens to study the
need for a center or explore other
alternatives.
He noted that the borough had improved the streamlining of communications to its citizens in 2005. Garwood
developed a newsletter, which highlights the progress and provides facts
about each borough committee without the political jargon. The town’s

website www.Gardwood.org. has improved. The public can download agendas and minutes form the borough
council meetings. Leaf and snow removal information is listed and citizens can requests government records.
The development of the position borough administrator in 2005 had been a
big success, the mayor said. The role
assists council members in insurance
and finance matters, which are outside
the duties of the borough clerk. The
office maintains later hours from 4:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of every month. Marriage
license and voter registration are
among some of the services provide
by the department.
Among the items that are to be
accomplished in 2006 are the following: The Department of Transportation (DOT) granted funds for the improvements from Second Avenue to
the Cranford line along with the borough new fire engine which will be
revealed on May 20.
The mayor thanked all six members of the borough council, which is
represented by both Democrats and
Republicans for their service in 2005.
He noted that the council members
did not allow their own personal political agenda to get in the way of
serving the public. He also thanked
borough employees for their dedicated service.

James Halleran for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AMBITIOUS AGENDA…Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy, center, delivers
his annual speech at Sunday’s reorganization meeting as Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma and Councilman Walter Tucker look on.

POLICE BLOTTER

Benjamin Solomion for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REPEAT AFTER ME…Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in members of the Fanwood
Volunteer Rescue Squad during the Fanwood Borough Council reorganization
meeting, held Monday afternoon at Borough Hall.

Scotch Plains Council
Sets 2006 Agenda
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayor Marks also announced the
acquisition of new software for Scotch
Plains Television’s community bulletin board, which will allow local
groups and others to post announcements on TV-34. He vowed to continue “to press county and state officials for a much-needed and long
overdue deer-reduction program for
the Ashbrook Reservation” and said
he hoped to meet with county officials “to voice our concerns” about
the county’s new working farm that is
planned for the Sevell Ponderosa
property on Cooper Road.
The mayor also said he hoped to
“finally see definitive action” by the
council and the planning board on the
so-called hedge property and municipal parking lot next to the municipal
building on Park Avenue.
As has been customary in past
New Year’s addresses, Mayor Marks,
who is beginning his seventh year as
mayor, put in a pitch for propertytax reform either via the state Legislature or state constitutional convention. He criticized state lawmakers
for allowing the issue to languish

and also laid some of the blame at
the feet of state residents, “who by
their action, or lack of action as the
case may be, at the ballot box continually send the same do-nothing
legislators back to Trenton election
after election.”
In other business at the council’s
first meeting of the year, Randolph
Brause, who served as public defender for the past six years, was
appointed township prosecutor. Thomas Russo was appointed public defender. The council is interviewing
four candidates tonight to succeed
the late Douglas Hansen as township
attorney.
Alice Agran and Ken Greenman
were reappointed to the planning
board for four-year terms and Councilwoman Paulette Coronato was reappointed for a one-year term. Ken
Anderson and James Fawcett were
reappointed to the zoning board of
adjustment for four-year terms, while
James Pate was reappointed as an
alternate for one year and Linda
DeNichilo as an alternate for a twoyear term.

Scotch Plains Lions Seek
Eyeglasses, Hearing Aids
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club invites area residents to deposit their used eyeglasses
and hearing aids in a special collection
box that sits on the sidewalk on Park
Avenue in front of the stores opposite
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.
The Lions collect these items and
bring them to New Eyes for the Needy,
a charitable organization in Short Hills,
where they are cleaned and sorted.
If they are reusable, the eyeglasses
and hearing aids are sent to medical
missions and international charitable
organizations for distribution to poor
people in more than 25 countries
PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDACY
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE
January 5, 2006 – The deadline for filing
nominating petitions to run for positions on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education is 4:00 p.m., Monday, February 27,
2006, Mr. Anthony DelSordi, announced
today. The election is scheduled for Tuesday, April 18, 2006.
Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candidate Kit”
at the local school district office. Published by the New Jersey School Boards
Association, the School Board Candidate
Kit includes information about legal qualifications for school board candidacy and
the role of the school board member. Information about the New Jersey School Ethics Act, important dates in the school election process, and briefing sessions for
school board candidates are also included
in the kit.
“School board membership is a meaningful way to make a contribution to your
community and its schools,” said Patti J.
Pawling, NJSBA president. “I urge all qualified citizens to consider board of education membership. Serving on your local
school board doesn’t require a degree in
education. The most important attribute a
candidate can bring to office is a sincere
interest in the community, its children and
their education.”
CONTACT:
Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 1/5/06, The Times
Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Board of
Adjustment wishes to advise the public of
its meeting dates. Meetings are on the
second Monday of each month at 7:30
p.m. unless otherwise stipulated, and are
held at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey in the
Council Chambers. The Board will also
meet at 7:00 p.m. on those dates in the
Mayor’s Conference Room for a work session, which the public may attend but may
not participate in. Meeting dates are as
follows:
January 9, 2006
February 9, 2006*
March 13, 2006
April 10, 2006
May 8, 2006
June 12, 2006
July 10, 2006
August 14, 2006
September 11, 2006
October 16, 2006
November 13, 2006
December 11, 2006
January 8, 2007
February 8, 2007*
Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. with work
session starting at 7:00 p.m.
* Board of Adjustment will meet on Thursday for these months.
Lori Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/5/06, The Leader
Fee: $32.64

around the world.
Gold-framed eyeglasses and metal
scrap are sold, and the proceeds are used
to purchase new prescription eyeglasses
for the needy in the United States. Similar collection boxes can be found in
neighboring towns – the Westfield Lions
Club has one at Elm and Broad Streets in
Westfield, while the Fanwood club has
one at the Fanwood Recycling Center on
North Avenue.
The Scotch Plains Lions Club meets
on the second Thursday of each month
at 7 p.m. at Jade Isle in Scotch Plains.
Monies raised through the club’s
fundraising events are distributed to
local charities and community activities and to many area organizations that
serve the blind and visually impaired.
The local club is part of Lions International, a service organization with
over 1.4 million members active in
more than 43,000 Lions clubs around
the world. Anyone seeking more information about the Scotch Plains Lions Club or interested in attending a
meeting can call the club president,
Barbara Anilo, at (908) 322-4472.

Ben Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TAKING THE HELM...Scotch Plains Township Clerk Barbara Riepe swears in
new Council President Nancy Malool as her children and husband, Paul, look on.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on January 3, 2006 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
RESOLUTION
CODE REVIEW & TOWN PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
JANUARY 3, 2006
TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Conference Session, at which meeting the public
may attend and make comments, and
address Council to discuss and consider
matters of public business, upon which no
formal action will then be taken but which
may subsequently be acted upon in a
regular Council Meeting, on the following
dates in 2006 in the Administrative Conference Room in the Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, at 8:00 p.m., the said dates being
the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

10 and 24
7 and 21
7 and 21
4 and 25
9 and 23
13 and 27
25
(None)
5 and 19
3 and 17
8 (Wednesday) and 28
(None)

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2006 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m., with a preliminary meeting at
7:45 p.m. in the adjacent Council Conference Room which the public may also
attend, the said meeting dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

17 and 31
14 and 28
14 and 28
18
2 and 16
6 and 20
11
1
12 and 26
10 and 24
21
5

1 T - 1/5/06, The Leader

Fee: $54.57

Westfield
Friday, December 23, Deanna
Bush, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
in the 600 block of West North Avenue and charged with shoplifting
two shirts and a pair of leather gloves
valued altogether at $146. She was
released on her own recognizance.
Friday, December 23, a resident of
the 100 block of Myrtle Avenue reported a burglary at her residence.
While there was no sign of forced
entry and nothing was reported missing, damage had been done to the
interior of the home.
Friday, December 23, Helena
Skultety, 39, of Clark was arrested at
Dorian Road and Rahway Avenue
and charged with driving while intoxicated. She later was released to a
responsible individual.
Friday, December 23, Lakeisha
Kugler, 29, of East Orange was arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
South and Central Avenues on an
outstanding motor vehicle warrant
out of Elizabeth for $188. Kugler
posted bail and was released.
Tuesday, December 27, Artem
Shnayder, 18, Neel Patel, 18, and
Eugene Astrakan, 18, all of New
Providence, were arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana during a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Sussex Street. All were
released on their own recognizance.
Tuesday, December 27, Jaime Vega,
18, Nathaniel F. Wright, Jr., 23, and
Anton Ghanem, 19, all of North
Plainfield, and Ahsan Malik, 20, of
Watchung were arrested during a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
near Crossway Place.
All were charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana, possession of a controlled
dangerous substance with intent to
distribute and possession of drug paraphernalia. Each of the men was released on his own recognizance.
Tuesday, December 27, David
Fluet, 20, Tony Speranza, 21, Donald
Mansour, 19, and Michael Sidnam,
Jr., 18, all of Westfield, were arrested
in the 1700 block of Boulevard following a complaint of numerous disorderly persons.
All were charged with maintaining
a nuisance, providing underage persons with alcohol, possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana, disorderly premise and possession of drug paraphernalia. They
were released on their own recognizance on these charges. Kelan Doyle,
23, of Westfield was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. He
was released with a summons.
Additionally, Fluet was held on
motor vehicle warrants from Elizabeth, for $580, and Kenilworth, for
$1,152. He posted bail and was released. Speranza was held on a motor
vehicle warrant from Westfield for
$175. He satisfied the warrant and
was released.
Wednesday, December 28, police
received a report of an assault in the
200 block of East Broad Street in
which one man slapped another in the
face during an argument. No one has
been charged in the incident.
Thursday, December 29, Mary
McGhee, 54, of Cranford was arrested in the 300 block of West South
Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated. She later was released to a responsible individual.
Thursday, December 29, a resident
of the 700 block of Knollwood Terrace reported that her motor vehicle
was burglarized and a cellular telephone taken. The vehicle had been
unlocked at the time.

Friday, December 30, a Sunnywood
Drive resident reported someone
broke his sliding glass door with a
golf ball.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 27, Robert
Koelble, 50, of Winter Springs, Fla.
was arrested for unlawful possession
of a weapon. The suspect was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on Route
22 and was found to be carrying a 24inch sword. Koelble was processed
and released.
Wednesday, December 28, a
Burnham Court resident reported being the victim of harassing phone
calls. The victim stated that he has
received numerous calls from an unknown person who states the victim
should watch out.
Wednesday, December 28, an employee of a Route 22 restaurant reported being the victim of a theft. The
victim stated she had cash taken from
her locker while she was working.
There were no signs of forced entry.
Thursday, December 29, a resident
of Rahway Road reported being the
victim of criminal mischief. The victim stated her mailbox was damaged
sometime overnight.
Friday, December 30, Wafi Long,
21, of Plainfield was arrested for possession of crack cocaine with the intent to distribute and possession of a
loaded handgun while in the course
of distributing narcotics. Police were
conducting an investigation into an
individual selling narcotics out of their
vehicle. According to police, when
Long’s vehicle was stopped he tried
to flee on foot. He was arrested after
a brief pursuit. Police said that while
Long was being searched they found
the handgun in his front pocket. The
suspect is being held on $500,000
bail.
Fanwood
Tuesday, December 20, Bolivar
Reyes-Morel, 36, of Elizabeth was
stopped on Midway Avenue for a
motor vehicle violation and was then
charged with possession of a fraudulent insurance card.
Friday, December 23, William C.
Boub, 3rd, 50, of South Plainfield
was stopped on Martine Avenue and
arrested on outstanding warrants as
well as on charges of possession of a
fraudulent insurance card, receiving
stolen property, offering a false insurance card and possession of burglary
tools. Boub was sent to the Union
County jail. Bail was set at $7,000.
Saturday, December 24, Laneka S.
Young, 25, of Lexington, Ky. was
stopped on South Avenue at First
Street for a motor vehicle violation. It
was discovered there were outstanding warrants for her.
Wednesday, December 28, Ilario
Canagui, 25, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Hetfield Road and North Avenue
for driving without a license and failure to produce an insurance card.
Thursday, December 29, Daniel
Woods, Jr., 50, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road and Midway Avenue
at 5:17 p.m. for numerous outstanding warrants.
Sunday, January 1, Malik J. Ahmad,
52, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
outstanding warrants during a field
investigation at 9:03 p.m. on South
Avenue.
Tuesday, January 3, Glenn, J. Hill,
19, of Scotch Plains, was arrested
on Farley Avenue and Midway Avenue at 1 a.m. for driving while
intoxicated (DWI) and for outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop.

Benjamin Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

READY FOR 2006…The Mountainside Borough Council poses for a photo at
Tuesday night’s reorganization meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: Front row,
Borough Attorney John Post, Mayor Robert Viglianti, Councilman Paul Mirabelli
and Councilman Werner Schon, and back row, Councilmen Keith Turner,
Robert Messler, Glenn Mortimer and William Lane.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2006 at 7:30
p.m. in the Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the
Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a Special Meeting to continue the hearing of the following appeal:
RWJ Fitness and Wellness Center,
LLC, an affiliate of Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital, to convert the existing
approximately 51,000-square-foot building located at 2120 Lamberts Mill Road
(Block 12601, Lot 01), Scotch Plains, into
a fitness and wellness center. Applicant is
requesting Site Plan Approval for this proposal together with variances and waivers
from the following sections of the Zoning
Ordinance:
VARIANCES:
Section 23-3.15a,b & c whereby
wellness and fitness centers are not permitted in the M-2 Industrial Zone, requiring
a Use Variance; and
Section 23-3.4A, Column 8, Paragraph
O whereby minimum side-yard setback
required is twenty-five (25) feet; existing
and proposed: approximately eleven (11)
feet, requiring a Bulk Variance.
DESIGN WAIVERS:
Section 21-6.1b7(a) whereby “Driveways shall be separated from parking stalls
and aisles by raised curbed islands, which
shall be a minimum of five-feet wide.”
Proposed: None; and
Section 21-6.1b7(b) whereby “In every
third row of parking, the opposing stalls
shall be separated by raised curbed islands, which shall be a minimum of fourfeet wide.” Proposed: None.
Applicant is also requesting any and all
other variances and design waivers
deemed to be necessary at the time of
hearing.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 1/5/06, The Times
Fee: $46.41

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on December 21, 2005 granted approval for
variance to Michael and Maureen Holt for
property at 95 Forest Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey being Block 34, Lot 11.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Holt
95 Forest Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/5/06, The Times
Fee: $15.81

CELEBRATION…Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah Center reads a
letter last Sunday sent by Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky for the menorah
lighting at the Westfield train station, as Jacob Harel and Jeffrey Kavalin stand
by for the lighting.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2006 RECYCLING COLLECTION SCHEDULE
WARD 1
WARD 2
WARD 3
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays)
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

9, 23
6, 20*
6, 20
3, 17
1, 15, 29*
12, 26
10, 24
7, 21
4*, 18
2, 16, 30
13, 27
11, 25*

10, 24
7, 21
7, 21
4, 18
2, 16, 30
13, 27
11, 25
8, 22
5, 19
3, 17, 31
14, 28
12, 26

11, 25
8, 22
8, 22
5, 19
3, 17, 31
14, 28
12, 26
9, 23
6, 20
4, 18
1, 15, 29
13, 27

WARD 4
(Thursdays)
12, 26
9, 23
9, 23
6, 20
4, 18
1, 15, 29
13, 27
10, 24
7, 21
5, 19
2, 16, 30
14, 28

*February 20th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, February 22nd
*May 29th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, May 31st
*September 4th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, Sept. 6th
*December 25th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, Dec. 27th
1 T - 1/5/06, The Leader

Kenneth B. Marsh, Town Engineer
Fee: $43.86
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Impact of State Standards
On Language Proficiency
By Robert J. Roth
Supervisor of World Languages K-8 Westfield Public
Schools

TALES OF SERVICE…On December 14, Spec. Brian Willett of the 250th Signal
Battalion of the Westfield Armory spoke to over 35 members of the Optimist Club
of Westfield about his experiences while serving in Iraq. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Sergeant Vega of the National Guard district recruiting, Spec. Willett
and chapter President Jeffrey Feldman.

Trailside Offers Teacher
Training Workshop
MOUNTAINSIDE – A workshop
about schoolyard habitat enhancement, entitled “WILD School Sites”
for teachers in kindergarten through
grade 12, will begin at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center on Saturday, January 28, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.
These projects sensitize students
to the needs of wildlife and enable
them to make a small difference that
benefits local species, while having
an outdoor classroom enables
teachers to take fieldtrips without
leaving the school grounds.
Participants in the WILD School
Sites teacher training workshop will
receive six New Jersey Department
of
Education
professional
development credits, as well as a
copy of the book “Homes for
Wildlife: A Planning Guide for
Habitat Enhancement on School
Grounds,” the WILD School Sites
booklet, grant information,
landscaping information and ideas
for curriculum integration.
Space is limited and pre-registration
is required for the January 28
workshop. The fee for this teacher
training session is $20 per person.

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities
COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities that provide
wholesome recreation while contributing to physical fitness.
Hiking and bicycling activities are
regularly scheduled. Most events take
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per
year. For a complimentary six-month
schedule, please call (908) 527-4900.

Light morning refreshments will be
provided, but participants should
bring lunch.
For more details or for a complete
brochure of Trailside’s winter adult
workshops and teacher training programs, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside.

‘Y’ Plans to Expand
Adventure Guides
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” has announced it will expand its
Adventure Guides program for fathers and their sons or daughters in
kindergarten through grade 3.
An open house will take place at
the “Y”’s East Broad Street Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield, on Thursday, January 19, from 7 to 8 p.m.
The goal of the program is to
strengthen the parent-child bond by
fostering understanding and companionship. Father/child pairs meet
monthly in small circles in participants’ homes for games, crafts, discussions and refreshments. Quarterly
events are intended for all circles and
may include campouts, trips to the
zoo and children’s theater, among
other activities.
In YMCA Adventure Guides, the
circle community is the program’s
basic group unit, providing a structure, sense of community and support
for all group activities.
Adventure Guides (parents) and
Explorers (children) meet in circles
twice a month and participate in Expedition adventures (such as overnight camping) throughout the year.
For more information on the program, please call Dave Mueller at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 415.

Have you heard any 10-year-olds
helping their parents order in a Spanish restaurant in Westfield? Have you
noticed that your 13-year-old speaks
French more easily than you did when
you finished high school?
These are examples of just some of
the benefits to the standards that were
enacted by the State of New Jersey in
1996, mandating the instruction of
world languages in elementary school.
On April 7, 2004, the State Board of
Education adopted the 2004 revised
World Language Standards, reiterating their commitment to the study of
a world language in elementary school
(http://www.state.nj.us/njded/cccs/
s7_wl.htm).
Westfield began to offer Spanish to
all second grade students in 1999,
and these students are now studying
Spanish or French in eighth grade.
Currently, over 1,450 elementary students in grades 3 through 5 receive at
least 60 minutes per week of Spanish
instruction, taught by a team of certificated language instructors. In addition to developing their communication and language acquisition skills,
they are also learning about cultures
and customs of peoples different from
themselves.
As stated in the NJ Core Content
Standards: “Language, as a key to
culture, can tell us what is important
to a group of people, what they do for
work and play, what their social values are, what level of technology they
enjoy, where they come from and
much more. Language and culture as
such, are inseparable.”
At the conclusion of their elementary school study, Westfield fifth graders have the option of using their
newly acquired skills in world language acquisition to begin the study
of French (creating the unique situation of having many trilingual students in the intermediate school) or
of continuing the study of Spanish.
In either case, the instruction continues for 40 minutes per day, five

Workshop to Be Held
On Starting a Business
AREA – SCORE (Service Corps
of Retired Executives) will hold a
workshop entitled “Starting and Managing Your Own Business” on Tuesday, January 17, from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. at the SCORE Office, 2 Gateway Center, 15th floor, in Newark.
It will cover marketing, business
plans, tax obligations, legal requirements and financing record keeping.
The registration fee is $30. For more
details or to register, please call (973)
645-3982 between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

days a week during their three years
at Edison or Roosevelt. Upon entering the high school, they again have
the option of continuing to study
French or Spanish, or of beginning
the study of Italian, German or Latin.
The focus of language instruction
in the 21st century is to concentrate
on what a child can do with a new
language, rather than exclusively to
center on what they know about the
language. The state has recently chosen Westfield as one of a select group
of districts that will be provided resources, including teacher training,
to pilot a program that will specifically measure eighth grade student
proficiency.
These eighth graders were introduced to the Spanish program in
Westfield while they were in second
grade. The results will allow the world
language department to form the basis for professional development that
focuses on the connection between
assessing and teaching for language
proficiency.
Governor-elect Jon Corzine recognized, in a speech that he delivered at
the College of New Jersey on September 8, 2005, the need to ensure that
students are well-versed in world language and cultures. He said, “In a
global economy, our students need to
be prepared with world languages and
culture. In recognition of our own
diversity in New Jersey, we know the
importance of Spanish knowledge for
our economic future, our cultural
strength and our unity as a people.
“We need to redouble our commitment to teaching foreign language to
children of all ages starting in elementary school.”
I would like to think that Senator
Corzine may have dined in Westfield
and that his comments may also have
been inspired by the young children
helping their parents to order in one of
our fine restaurants.

Career Day Schedules
Being Formulated
WESTFIELD — “Career Days”
are scheduled at both Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools in
Westfield for the spring. Organizers
are looking for volunteers.
Roosevelt School will hold its event
on Wednesday, March 29, from 7:50 to
10 a.m. For more information, please
contact Kim Dickey via email at
kdickey@westfieldnjk12.org or call
(908) 789-4569.
Edison School will hold its event on
Wednesday, May 17 (subject to finalization). For more information, please
contact Gloria White-James by email
at gwhite-james@westfieldnjk12.org
or call (908) 789-4471.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

NEW MEDICAL SCIENCE BUILDING…Union County Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor, right, speaks with Dr. Thomas Bistocchi, Superintendent of
Union County Vocational-Technical Schools (UCVTS), about the construction
of a new building to house the Allied Health/Medical Science Program at
UCVTS in Scotch Plains.

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT…In the spirit of giving, St. Helen’s fifth-grade CCD class
from Washington Elementary School in Westfield decorated Christmas trees
with their homemade ornaments and delivered them to homebound residents in
the Westfield and Scotch Plains area. Pictured, from left to right, are: Michaela
Tropeano, Mark Hartzel, Kayla Neiss and Jennifer Tresnan.

Corzine Names Sec. of State,
Head of Military/Vets Affairs
Governor-elect Jon Corzine has
nominated Nina Mitchell Wells to serve
as Secretary of State and renamed
Major General Glenn K. Rieth as Adjutant General of New Jersey and head
of the Department of Military and
Veterans’ Affairs.
“I’m very pleased to name these
two outstanding individuals to serve
in my administration,” Mr. Corzine
said. “I’ve always said that I’d choose
nominees with impeccable credentials and distinguished experience,
and I’m proud that both Nina Mitchell
Wells of Livingston and Major General Rieth of Ewing have agreed to be
a part of my team.”
Ms. Wells, who served as vice president of public affairs for ScheringPlough until February 2004, graduated from Newton College of the Sacred Heart, now known as Boston
College, and earned her law degree
from Suffolk University Law School.
She served as assistant dean and director of the minority student program
and financial aid at Rutgers University
School of Law.
“I am honored and excited to join
Governor Corzine’s cabinet. I look
forward to being a champion for New

Jersey’s extraordinary cultural and arts
institutions,” said Ms. Wells. “I am
very interested in partnering with foundations, corporations and interested
individuals to ensure needed funding
so these institutions can continue to
flourish. These cultural institutions are
the true jewels of New Jersey.”
Major General Rieth has served as
Adjutant General of New Jersey since
2002. During that time he has commanded over 9,000 soldiers and airmen
of the New Jersey Army and Air National Guard. He earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree from The Citadel Military
College of South Carolina and also is a
graduate of the Army War College.
“I’m proud of the work that I’ve been
able to accomplish for New Jersey’s
veterans and military over the past few
years,” said General Rieth. “I approach
this continued opportunity to serve with
great excitement and look forward to
working every day for New Jersey’s
veterans and our men and women in
uniform.” All department heads are
appointed by the governor with the
advise and consent of the senate. The
only exception is the Secretary of
Agriculture,who is appointed by the
Board of Agriculture.

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.
Attorney At Law
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Codey Signs Kean Health
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New DPW Building Tops
SP Projects for 2006
By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains
Editor’s Note: The following is the
annual Scotch Plains reorganization
speech by Mayor Martin Marks.
*****
It is customary for the township’s
mayor to give an address at the annual
reorganization meeting. As I have done
for the last six years, I feel obligated to
look back on the previous year prior to
putting forth my vision for the coming
year. Even though I consider myself to
be a “glass half full” kind of guy, and
while there are no doubt many wonderful aspects of 2005, I find as I look back
on the year my eyes are clouded with a
profound sense of grief.
During my nine-year tenure on this
township council, I have attended more
than my fair share of wakes and funerals as we have lost individuals or their
loved ones affiliated in some way to the
Scotch Plains municipal family. 2005
was a particularly difficult year in that
we lost three notable friends and colleagues who worked with us in the
building where we today gather.
Frederica Strickland, who worked latest in our tax collector’s office, Police
Chief Mark Zyla and most recently
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen all
passed on suddenly and well before
their time. It will be hard to look back
on 2005 and not reflect on these dear
friends and to remember seeing our
municipal building flag at half staff,
from my perspective in this position
more often than not. It is my hope and
solemn prayer that our flag soon returns to the top of the flag pole and
remains there for the balance of the
year.
2006 holds promise for completion
of some outstanding issues, furtherance of projects set in motion in the past
year, dusting off some items not discussed for some time and, of course, the
potential for new pieces of business for
the community. Recently, one local
newspaper editorial stated this Scotch
Plains municipal government was “relatively allergic to spending money.” I
think we all welcome this label and in
some ways wear it as a badge of honor
for we realize the great burden that
annual non-discretionary spending
places on our taxpayers. In spite of our
alleged allergy I envision 2006 as a year
in which significant discretionary investment in the community can be made
to maintain Scotch Plains as a highly
sought-after place to live and raise a
family.
Much needed renovations and repairs to this municipal building must
take place in 2006. I don’t think we
could survive another winter without
them. After preliminary architectural
and engineering investigations, it has
become apparent that our public works
building on Plainfield Avenue is far
beyond repair and renovation. The Big
Bad Wolf on an off day could easily
take that place out. Our organization,
most importantly our public property
employees, deserve a new facility in
2006. There can be no further waiting.
As we speak renovations to our public
library are taking place. This $800,000
investment was no doubt necessary and
critical. However, our library has simply run out of space for additional materials and programs.
The library, like no other municipal
facility in Scotch Plains, is a place
where every member of the community
can find relevant activity. In order to
bring our library up to standards set by
other libraries in Union County and to
keep pace with ever increasing patron
visits, our library needs to expand, and

this governing body ought to make a
commitment to this investment in 2006.
Last year during this time I laid out a
vision for a senior center/community
center for Scotch Plains. Our recreation department, with input and direction of our senior citizen advisory committee, set out on the planning process
for such a facility. Members of the
township council and members of the
recreation commission have met on
several occasions during the year to
review the initial architectural plans for
a center at Brookside Park. In 2006 it is
my desire and intention that the scope,
location and funding mechanism of this
facility be finalized with construction
to follow thereafter.
Since I just mentioned our recreation
department it would be appropriate to
reference the great strides we have made
in fulfilling the promise of new ball
fields, renovations to existing parks and
the plans to continue this process on
into the future. We have made great use
of our Open Space Trust Fund established by referendum of our voters in
1999. We will continue to use the funds
from this voter mandate for our recreational facilities in the coming years.
Scotch Plains was the recent recipient of a $172,000 county grant for ballfield lighting and it will be used. The
technology for field lighting has come
a long way and now light leakage to
surrounding areas is relatively nonexistent. We have identified three potential sites for field lighting and we will
finalize plans for one, two or all three in
the coming months. The three sites are:
the County Vo-Tech fields on Raritan
Road, which are also scheduled for
expansion this year; Brookside Park,
which has a commitment from the council for a new artificial turf soccer/football field and a new 90-foot baseball
diamond, and the southside field along
the Martine Avenue extension. Stay
tuned for more information on these
field improvements.
I am pleased to announce that the
software and hardware for our Scotch
Plains Television Community Bulletin Board has finally arrived and is
now up and running. Those wishing to
post an announcement for the new
system should send your material to
SPTV Community Calendar, care of
SPTV, 667 Westfield Rd., Scotch
Plains. There is now increased potential for Scotch Plains Television from
many perspectives and I would like to
thank the community for their patience
during the last few months of transition.
In the interest of time I would like to
briefly mention some of the other issues and projects that the residents of
Scotch Plains will hear about in the
New Year. We will continue to press
County and State officials for a muchneeded and long-overdue deer-reduction program for the Ashbrook Reservation. The council is interested in sitting down with county officials to voice
our concerns for their announced plans
for the Sevell Ponderosa property on
Cooper Road. I hope to finally see
definitive action by the council and the
planning board on what has become
known as the Hedge property and parking lot adjacent to the municipal building. We will offer encouragement and
support to the Rotary Club as they continue with plans to renovate the historic
Frazee House on Raritan Road. We also
look forward to a mid-year visit from a
delegation from our sister city
Montazzoli, Italy as the Scotch Plains
Italian American Club celebrates its
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SPECIAL KIDS…NJ FightSMA held a fundraiser on November 19 at the Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield to raised research money for the genetic disease
Spinal Muscular Atrophy. Pictured are three area children who suffer from SMA,
from left to right: Patrick Higgins of Westfield, Noel Hazel and Michael Hazel of
Union. The Hazel siblings’ father, Michael, is manager of Starbucks of Westfield.

100th anniversary.
The last issue I would like to mention
is one that is referenced at every reorganization meeting in my recollection
and numerous times thereafter and that
is the scourge of property taxes in Scotch
Plains and across the State of New
Jersey. During my tenure as mayor I
have tried to remind the public here in
town and across the state that the system that causes us to rely so heavily on
property taxes has been created by state
government in Trenton and can only be
changed by state government in Trenton unless – of course, a Constitutional
Convention for Property Tax Reform is
convened.
I have traveled the state with my
fellow mayors and in my capacity as an
executive board member of the New
Jersey League of Municipalities to rally
state government to finally deal with
the issue or to step aside and let the
Constitutional Convention take place. I
have even gone so far as to publicly call
our state legislators (both Republican
and Democrat) political “cowards” for
sidestepping property-tax reform year
after year.
I have also publicly stated that some
of the blame in fact rests with the citizens of New Jersey who by their action,
(or lack of action as the case may be) at
the ballot box, continually send the
same do-nothing legislators back to
Trenton election after election. The case
in point is the election of last November. All 80 seats to the General Assembly were at stake and out of 73 incumbents running for office, 70 were reelected by rather substantial margins.
You would think that the citizens of
New Jersey are quite content with our
current representatives in Trenton even
though property-tax reform consistently
polls as the number-one concern on our
minds.
The election of 2005 also had a turnout of less than 50 percent of registered
voters. Maybe we can take a page from
the brave and proud citizens of Iraq and
have indelible purple ink on hand at our
polling places for finger dipping and
public identification of who is doing
their civic duty. It probably wouldn’t be
a bad idea to have a small mirror installed in each ballot booth to remind
ourselves who is ultimately responsible
for whom we send to public office.
Finally I would like to extend a hearty
Happy New Year and my thank you to
Municipal Manager Tom Atkins and
our entire professional staff for making
the wheels of municipal government
run so smoothly. The same gratitude is
extended to the numerous individuals,
mostly serving in a volunteer capacity,
the council is about to appoint to various positions in township government.
On behalf of my family, I wish my
colleagues on the township council,
their families and all citizens of Scotch
Plains, a safe and healthy 2006. Happy
New Year!

Benefit Slated for
Mother With Cancer
UNION – The Joseph Nugent Sr.
Association of Union County will
hold a fundraiser to help defray medical costs for a 39-year-old local mother
of three with cancer and no health
insurance.
The young woman has already undergone surgery and will soon begin
radiation treatment, which will require isolation from her family to
decrease the chance of infection. She
will be unable to work for a long
period of time.
The benefit will be held on Sunday,
January 15, from 1 to 6 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus, located at 328
Union Avenue (off Morris Avenue) in
Elizabeth.
Continuous Irish and American
music will be provided by The Willie
Lynch Showband, DJ Joe Colletti, St.
Columcille Pipe Band and the Union
County Police & Fire Pipes & Drums.
Tickets may be purchased at the door
for $20 per person, which includes
beer, wine and soda.
For information, call Kevin
Dowling, 732-594-1763; Joyce
Cahill, (732) 388-7382, or Carol
Martin, (732) 851-5109. Donations
may also be sent to: The Joseph
Nugent Sr. Association, c/o Kevin
Dowling, 61 Country Club Drive, Unit
no. 2, Union, NJ 07083.

TRENTON – Acting Governor Richard Codey has signed into law legislation sponsored by Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21) that will facilitate the
establishment of health savings accounts in New Jersey.
Calling the new law “an important
step toward ensuring that every option to make health care more affordable is available,” Senator Kean noted
that the timely enactment of this legislation will ensure that New Jersey
meets the December 31 deadline
mandated by federal law for compliance with federal regulations.
Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)
are not an alternative to insurance.
Under federal law, they must be paired
with high-deductible health insurance
policies. High-deductible insurance
policies have a minimum annual deductible of $2,000. Once the
deductibles are met, the health insurance policy covers most medical expenses for the rest of the year.
As with 401(k)s or IRAs, the indi-

Clarification From
Union County
In the December 22, 2005 edition
of The Westfield Leader, in the article
“Freeholders Receive 5.3 percent
raises for 06,” it was written that,
“The Board also unanimously passed
a resolution introduced by Freeholder
Mapp seeking immediate withdrawal
of U.S. troops from Iraq.”
The Union County Office of Public
Information provides a clarification
stating that the “resolution is for the
withdrawal of troops following the
development of an exit strategy with
a realistic timetable for Iraqi selfrule.”
The resolution passed unanimously
9-0 on December 15 by the board
(#1347-2005) states: “Whereas the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union hereby strenuously
and respectfully urges President
George W. Bush to develop an exit
strategy with a realistic timetable to
prepare Iraq in securing its own government and safely bring home our
troops.”

Scotch Plains Businesses
Support Troops Overseas
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local businesses including L&B Printing,
State Farm Insurance, Fanwood
Dental Group and Connections Personnel are joining online retailer
MomSentMe.com to deliver some
homespun comfort to soldiers in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Local families who have soldiers abroad will
be identified and the soldiers and
their entire platoon will be provided
with old-time candy, snacks, games
and sundry items.
The online company will select
100 stories to be published in an
illustrated book entitled “We’ll Win
Together – Stories From the
Homefront.” Ten adult authors will
win a publishing prize of $10,000
each. In addition, teens and children

also are encouraged to write about
their experiences. The company will
award 10 young authors laptop computers and iPods. Once all entries
are received by December 2006,
MomSentMe.com will conduct an
“America Votes” campaign to select
the best stories. The grand prize is a
destination vacation package valued
at $20,000.
MomSentMe.com is an online marketplace that delivers confectionary,
flowers and gift baskets, as well as
national pride, nostalgic and entertainment merchandise. For more information on MomSentMe, please visit
www.MomSentMe.com.
CLASSIFIEDS
see goleader.com

vidual decides how to invest the
money in the HSA. The tax-free
money can be used immediately to
pay for medical expenses or can remain invested, accumulating earnings on a tax-deferred basis. The
accounts are owned by the employees and remain theirs if they switch
jobs, become unemployed or retire.
In this way, they differ from flexible
spending accounts, which expire at
the end of one year regardless of
whether the money set aside has been
used.
“Health Savings Accounts have the
potential to relieve several of the leading problems facing our health care
system – the lack of patient autonomy,
the growing number of under- and
uninsured and the health insurance
premium spiral that pushes employers to reduce or terminate health benefits,” noted Senator Kean.
“By allowing more flexibility,
HSAs will afford employers a better
opportunity to offer employees health
insurance at reasonable rates. Health
Savings Accounts allow small-business owners who could previously
not afford health insurance for their
employees to purchase high-deductible insurance and pair it with an
HSA.”

NEW PRESIDENT…Henry Johnson
of Westfield was named president of
Fiduciary Trust Company International, a global investment management firm. Mr. Johnson has also been
elected to the company’s Board of Directors.

SP Health Dept.
Announces 2006 Dates
SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch
Plains Health Department will hold
monthly hypertension screening clinics in the Community Room of the
Scotch Plains Public Library located
on Bartle Avenue. The clinics will
take place between 10 a.m. and noon
on the second Tuesday of each month
listed below.
Those persons who are over the age
of thirty and smoke, or are overweight
or have a family history of heart disease or diabetes and who have not had
their blood pressure checked recently
are particularly urged to attend these
clinics.
2006 Schedule: February 14; March
14; April 11; May 9; June 13; No
clinics in July and August; September 12; October 10; November 14 and
December 12.

Westfield Community Players
1000 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ 07090

Our 71st Year of Live Theater

“All My Sons”
A drama by Arthur Miller
Jan 7, 14, 20, 21

All Single Tickets $15

Please Note:
Box Office: 908-232-1221
opens 1 week before show For the Jan 13 sold out
benefit performance, WCP
Reserved Seating
Membership cars are not
All Curtain times 8 PM
honored
Call 908-232-9568 For membership & Group Sales
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
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The 2006 Bernard Heeney Contest
For Creative Writing
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times invite entries for its 2006 inaugural Bernard
Heeney Contest For Creative Writing. The contest is
being held in celebration of reading and writing as
exemplified by the late Mr. Heeney, who relished
publications, particularly newspapers. The writing contest is open to anyone and there is no entry fee.
There is one essential criteria – have fun.
All entries must be original, unpublished work and
must be uploaded electronically to goleader.com no
later than March 1, 2006. The winning
entries will be published in The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times spring edition that will
include the 34th Annual This Is
Westfield. This special edition will have
a printed circulation of approximately
20,000 copies, and it will be published
on the Internet at goleader.com. All
qualifying entries will also be included
in the Internet edition.
Entries must be between 700 to 1200
words and may or may not be accompanied by a
photograph or illustration. In the spirit of creative
writing, there are few restrictions on the subject matter
and approach. Entries may be of a nature such as past,
present or future; history, commentary, sports, art,
humor, science fiction, essay, mystery, instructive,
illustrative or novelette. Entries, in some fashion, must
have a tie to Westfield or the surrounding communities
and be suitable for the nature of the publication.
Gift certificate (GC) awards from sponsoring businesses will be made for the “At Large” category and
for the “Student” category. “At Large” First Place will
receive (GC) $200; Second Place, $125; Third Place,
$100. “Student” awards will be presented in three

sub-categories – high school, intermediate and grade
school. Three prizes (GC) will be presented for each
student sub-category; First Place, $100; Second Place,
$75 and Third Place, $50. All winners will receive a
Bernard Heeney Medallion and a certificate.
Entries will be judged by an independent panel
without knowledge of the originating author of the
work. The judges will have only knowledge of the
category of the entry.
General Guidelines: All entries shall be made via
the Internet at goleader.com. Detail rules
and guidelines will be provided there
by January 15. An individual may submit a maximum of three entries.
The judging criteria will include format (spelling, punctuation and grammar), creativity (ideas, subject, impact,
plots and approach), wholeness (a beginning, middle and end), suitability (harmony and contribution to the publication), tightness (clarity, structure and
transitions), depth (research, use of
quotes, sources and illustrations) and integrity of authorship.
Former Westfield Town Clerk Bernard Heeney, Jr.,
who died last year at the age of 56, was a pivotal
presence in the town’s government for more than a
quarter century. He had a friendly, chipper nature and an
ability to get things done. Among many things, he was
innovative while making sure everything was done
“according to Hoyle.” Mr. Heeney read several newspapers each day and was proud that many of his letters
were published, including one in The New York Times.
As publisher of this newspaper, I await with anticipation the creative entries no doubt to be received.
Horace Corbin.

Budget Concerns, Elections, Deer
Hunt On Scotch Plains’ Plate In 2006
Scotch Plains officials must tackle a number of
issues in 2006 that could also become part of the fall
township council campaign, when three of the five
seats will be up for grabs.
First up will be the municipal budget, which again
will be under pressure from mandated cost increases.
A few months back, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said the government was already facing about
$800,000 in mandated cost increases in four areas:
health insurance premiums, bigger state pension
contributions, steeper sewage fees and higher debt
service levies. Combine that with the gaping hole in
the state budget — and the likelihood that state aid
next year won’t be much more than this year — and
the budget picture is anything but bright.
There are a few pluses, however. One is that rising
interest rates equal higher levels of interest income for
township investments. Construction continues to be
strong, so fee income associated with homebuilding
should be healthy. And, longer term, a big portion of
the property-tax payments from the Heather Glen
age-restricted housing development will go directly
to the township government under the terms of the tax
abatement deal finalized this month.
As Mayor Martin Marks has acknowledged several times this year, it’s increasingly likely that
sometime in the next few years the township will be
compelled to perform a formal revaluation of the
more than 8,000 properties in Scotch Plains. Whenever that occurs, it’s expected to result in higher
property taxes for about one-third of residents, lower

tax bills for another third and no change for the
remaining third. Yet, such a revaluation, which hasn’t
been done since the early 1980s, will be costly — in
the neighborhood of $1 million — and paid for by the
taxpayers being reassessed.
Another year is passing with no real prospect of a
deer-reduction program in the Ashbrook Reservation,
where the ever-increasing Bambi population has led to
increased traffic accidents on the south side, as well as
deer expeditions into residential properties. Township
officials have been pressing county and state officials
for permission to proceed with a deer hunt similar to
what has been done in the Watchung Reservation. But
bureaucratic foot-dragging in Elizabeth and Trenton
this year likely means that township officials will have
to continue, and even strengthen, their efforts in 2006.
Several other items will also be on the local agenda,
including some remaining from the 2005 agenda that
was laid out nearly 12 months ago by Mayor Marks.
In addition to the Ashbrook deer-management program, his wish list included a new senior/community
center, possible expansion of the local open space
trust fund and a new “reverse 911” program.
This November, three council seats on the allRepublican governing body will be up for grabs.
Democrats haven’t won a local election since 1998,
and it’s a good bet that many of the issues — from the
oft-stalled deer hunt to local property taxes — that
will be discussed by the council in the coming
months will also be debated by the candidates later
in the fall campaign.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Father May Alienate Daughter
With Condescending Behavior
By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service
A Bewildered Wife Writes: Our
23-year-old daughter, “Heather” (disguised name) brought her steady boyfriend home for the holidays. Heather
and I spoke to my husband, an English professor, and asked him to be
on good behavior. The reason is that
he tends to correct people’s grammar.
Often, it is inappropriate and makes
everyone uncomfortable.
Needless to say, my husband started
correcting “John” (disguised name),
telling him the expression “you should
have went to see that movie…” was
incorrect, that he should never use the
word “yous” people, the word is
“you,” and so on. He saw the annoyed
expressions on our faces, but continued to be condescending. Now
Heather says she won’t bring John
home again. Talking to my husband is
like talking to a wall. I don’t want to
lose my daughter.
Answer: There are two issues.
First, the overall problem is that
your husband is generally condescending, and the second issue is
that he is insensitive to your daughter, who doesn’t want to subject her
boyfriend to him – and his haughtiness. The first issue should have
been dealt with a long time ago. No
one has a right to humiliate. I would
discuss this again with him and seek
some counseling to try to make this
wall crumble.
Secondly, he must be informed that
Heather will not subject her boyfriend
to his behavior, and he must change.
You may want to have lunch with
Heather and John at a restaurant where
the atmosphere is pleasant and cordial. Overall, I would insist that he
control his behavior if he wants a
close relationship with Heather and a

potential son-in-law.
A Music Follower Writes: So how
do you feel about Madonna tying
Elvis Presley’s statistics as having
the most top 10 single records to
reach the Billboard charts with a song
called “Hung Up”? Don’t you feel
“honored” to have your column and
her song have the same name?
Answer: Whatever! I can assure
you that I won’t stay “hung up” over
it! (Or will I?!).
An Upset Daughter Writes: My
84-year-old mother has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease and
Dementia. Her doctors recommend
that she be placed in an assisted living/nursing home. I feel this would
be the best resource for her; I cannot
take care of her because of my own
illness (cancer). My sister opposes
this plan, and feels she will take care
of her, by visiting her daily and seeing to her needs.
She really is interested in not spending my mother’s money; she knows
most, if not all of it, will go to the
facility. My sister works and is preoccupied with her own troubled marriage. Legally, I make all financial
and custody decisions for my mother.
I am in full agreement with the doctor. Need I concern myself with my
sister’s selfish wishes or do what I
feel is in my mother’s best health
interests?
Answer: You know what has to be
done. The diagnoses you report would
indicate the need for your mother to
be in an assisted living situation with
appropriate medical care. Move on
and do not let your sister influence
you. It appears that your mother made
the right decision by putting you in
charge of her Will, etc.

Letters to the Editor
Chief Parizeau Has ‘Right Stuff’
To Head Police Department
I am very glad to hear the town council
has named John Parizeau Chief of the
Westfield Police Department. I had the
good fortune of growing up in Westfield
while Chief Parizeau was moving through
the ranks of the police department in the
late 1970s and early 1980s.
While our paths crossed occasionally
from my youthful indiscretions, there is
no one person more than Chief Parizeau
who gave me a respect for law enforcement that continues to this day. It is a
testament to Chief Parizeau’s influence
that first motivated me to become a volunteer EMT with the Westfield Rescue
Squad, 1985-1991, and presently with the

Farmingdale-Howell First Aid Squad.
The chief as I know him always had the
ability to connect with an audience, especially young people. During my time attending Westfield High School, there was
no more respected officer in town than
John Parizeau.
While I no longer live in Westfield and
have not spoken to John in a long time, I
know the council made the right decision.
The citizens of Westfield can rest easy
knowing that the chief of the WPD is a
person with “the right stuff.”
Robert Gude
Freehold

My Decision to Challenge the
Fourth-Ward Council Election
Rules. Why do we have them in our
Society? We have them so as to prevent
anarchy and provide a principle for governing actions. Rules, and a desire to
abide by them, are at the heart of why I
decided to challenge the results of the
fourth-ward election in which I was (and
am) the loser.
Two weeks ago many people characterized me and the Republican Party of
this town as “power hungry,” a “sore
loser” and “misguiding the children of
Westfield.” I find these characterizations
hurtful, unfair and partisan. For someone
who spent countless hours campaigning
and away from his family, I feel I am
entitled to fair and accurate electoral process. My decision to challenge is as simple
as that.
Last Friday, I sat and listened to a
lawyer from Union County argue why
ensuring the accuracy of the voter rolls
was not the responsibility of the Union
County Clerk, but rather some secretary
at the Union County Board of Elections.
How is this possible? Who is accountable? This is an official election, the heart
of the Democratic process, not some student-council election. I hope the County
of Union takes a long, hard look at who is
accountable and responsible for this process and makes the appropriate changes.
As for my decision to challenge I stand by
it and thank the courts for clarifying the
outstanding issues involved. Any further
legal proceedings at this point would be
tedious, burdensome and unproductive.
As for my decision being defined as
“partisan” and “Republican,” I take exception to this characterization. The decision to challenge this election was mine
and mine alone. I would like to be clear
that it was not the decision of the Westfield
Republican Committee, present council
members or our mayor. To paint this
situation as “power hungry” Republicans

who want to win at all costs and “rule the
town” is both irresponsible and inaccurate. It is unfortunate Westfield Democrats needed to seize this situation to take
partisan shots at Republicans. I am extremely proud of the non-partisan campaigns all the Westfield Republicans ran
this fall. The Republicans who govern
Westfield, including our present council
and mayor, do so for the betterment of this
town and expect nothing in return. I can
state this in good faith as someone new to
the political process of Westfield. I would
not have become involved in the process
otherwise.
Last, and most importantly, is the issue
of voting. Constituents asked two weeks
ago, “What are we teaching our children?” with regard to my decision to
challenge. What lesson I hope is learned
is the value of voting and the importance
of the electoral process. Every vote does
matter. It is extremely important for everyone in this town to understand the
issues and express their opinions through
the voting process (on the municipal and
school level). The issues debated and
voted on in this past election have a direct
affect on all constituents of this town. I
hope the value of voting is the major
theme taken away from the Westfield
fourth-ward election.
I congratulate Tom Bigosinski on his
victory. He will undoubtedly be a fine
councilman for the fourth ward. I would
like to thank my wife Karen for supporting me through this process and the almost 1,500 residents of the fourth ward
who felt I would be worthy for this job. In
my own way I am a winner for the great
people I have met on this endeavor. I wish
everyone a happy and healthy holiday
season.
Eric Leuthold
Westfield

Opening WF Schools on January 2nd
Made a June 22 Graduation Possible
Over the past week a number of people
have approached me to ask, “Are you
really opening on January 2. Isn’t it a
national holiday?” My answer to both
questions is yes. I must admit that I would
have preferred another day on the slopes,
but I also wanted to close school no later
than the third week in June. The school
calendar is like a Rubik’s cube that has no
solution. No matter how many ways you
twist it, there is always one cube out of
sync.
If we closed on January 2, the last day
of school would have been Friday, June
23. Graduation, which by law must be no
earlier than the last day of school, would
have been scheduled on the weekend or
Monday, June 26. A Friday evening
graduation poses a religious conflict for
some of our Jewish students, and it is
difficult to get sufficient staff volunteers
for Sunday graduations. Monday, June
26 is so late in June that many of our
seniors would face conflicts with college orientation or in some cases summer classes. Opening January 2, made
graduation on Thursday, June 22, possible.

Of course we could have closed on
January 2 and opened school on another
day, like February 21, the day after
President’s Day, or proposed only two
snow days in the calendar. Many parents
expressed a preference for a longer Presidents’ Day vacation, not an abbreviated
one and rolling back snow days can be
disastrous if I am forced to amend the
calendar mid-year. The teacher convention days in November are written in
state law and I would have to excuse
teachers who wanted to attend the convention.
The 2005-2006 calendar is already history, but the 2006-2007 calendar is still
under discussion, but will be voted on
Tuesday, January, 10. A draft of the
proposed calendar is on our web site,
www.westfieldnjk12.org, just click on
calendar. Your comments should be directed to the board of education, who can
be e-mailed from the web site.
Happy New Year.
William Foley
Superintendent of Schools
Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rhob – Juice
2. Xanthochroous – Having a yellowish complexion
3. Schizotrichia – Splitting of the hair
4. Tuz – A lock or tuft of hair
TOL
1. Haughty; boastful
2. A lowland by a waterside
3. To prod; badger
4. To take away
ICTERITIOUS
1. Having yellow skin due to jaundice
2. Covered with scales; scaly
3. Abrasive; irritating
4. Given to creeping or crawling
CASINGS
1. Fine white clay used in making porcelain
2. Topsoil
3. Cattle manure dried and used as fuel
4. A stem, stalk or support
CASEFY
1. To rapidly change in density; solidifying
2. To be concise; brief; to the point
3. Forming a rough and dry surface
4. To make or become cheeselike

Letters to
the Editor
Diatribes are Contrary
To Season of Peace
How sad it is that during a season
supposedly of “Peace on earth, Good will
toward men,” our fellow townspeople
should involve themselves in showers of
intolerance, spleen and venom in diatribes usually reserved for political debates.
Alfred Morasso, Jr.
Westfield

Menorah Has Place in
American Lives
I read with interest the letter in the Dec
22, 2005 issue of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
entitled “Why Is Menorah Near Nativity
Scene?”
While I don’t want to comment on the
questions Mr. Siano posed about the
menorah display downtown, I will say
that: all men and women were created
equal. But some choose to reject their
humanity. Yes, even in this day and age
prejudice and anti-Semitism exist, not
only latently, but also overtly. I would be
remiss not to point out that in Washington. D.C. the president personally participated in the candle-lighting ceremony,
and elsewhere public officials and dignitaries were on hand at this public event.
There is no need for any stronger evidence that the Chanukah menorah - with
its universal message, which is especially
akin to the spirit of liberty and independence of this nation – has won a place not
only in Jewish life, but also in the life of
the American people.
My Chanukah as a Jewish person is
recognition of the survival of my people
through the long centuries of our victimization by civilizations and peoples which
massively outnumbered us, hungered to
destroy us, and yet could not stamp out
our will to survive, fight back and be free.
Our menorah shines brightly in the little
lights of freedom that we light and place
in our windows.
Meanwhile permit me to wish you and
your readers a very merry time, filled
with peace and love and good will towards men.
Phyllis Bernstein Kuchner
Westfield

Symbols Deserve
Separate Locations
With regard to the ongoing debate over
the placement of a Menorah next to (used
to be in front of) the Nativity Scene in
downtown Westfield, I have been offended by this for years.
I think that these symbols of faith deserve separate locations. I know I am not
alone in this view.
Karen Lack
Westfield

Injured Bike Rider
Says Thanks
I would like to thank the Westfield Fire
Department, Police and Rescue Squad
for coming to my aid last week after
getting “car-doored” while riding my bicycle to work.
I would also like to thank Lani from the
Mojave Grill for her concern.
I’m going to start wearing a helmet
from now on.
Christopher Boyle
Westfield
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Residents Thank Mahr, Fanwood
For Repaving LaGrande Courts

Y’s Men’s Club Thanks
Tree Sale Supporters
On behalf of the Y’s Men’s Club of
Westfield, I’d like to thank the residents
of Westfield and neighboring towns who
helped to make our 2005 Christmas tree
sale a great success.
The tree sale, a Westfield tradition for
nearly 60 years, raises funds which are
donated to a number of “Y” programs and
other local non-profit organizations.
The success of this effort depends on
the generosity of the many people who
decide to make a donation with the purchase of their Christmas tree each year.
We are very grateful for your support.
Bill Scott
Westfield

Lions Thank Public
For Tree Sale Success
The Fanwood Lions Club, “The Christmas Tree Club,” just completed another
successful Christmas tree sale.
This was accomplished by the membership, who worked so hard to bring the
best trees possible to our customers.
To our customers, we the Fanwood
Lions thank you for continually coming
back year after year to purchase trees.
Monies raised are earmarked for our
scholarships, presented to high-school seniors from Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
and various organizations that are recipients of the club’s generosity.
The Fanwood Lions have in their
possession tree racks that are for sale.
Any organization or individuals interested in purchasing them is asked to
contact Lion Chet Lindsey at (908) 3228801.
Lion Phyllis Fischer
Past President

district who play on the high-school girls’
varsity tennis team. Over the years the
courts at LaGrande went from bad to
worse. Scotch Plains-Fanwood is a joint
school district. There are no tennis courts
at the high school. For some reason, Union
Catholic used the beautiful courts at
Kramer Manor and our school used
LaGrande. When the LaGrande courts
got to the point in which they became a
huge hazard, the school teams were moved
to Kramer and had to share courts. This
did not work out well because five courts
are needed for a match. With two teams
and only seven courts, there were not
enough courts. Practice time was also a
problem with sharing.
We, along with other parents, went to
the Fanwood Council last spring with
our request to repave the courts. The
council members were extremely sympathetic to our plight. We were told that
this was a project that Fanwood had
wanted to do for quite awhile. The administration got right on the project because they knew the summer was really
the only time to accomplish this to accommodate both varsity teams – girls
play in fall and boys in spring. Plans
were drawn up with two solutions depending upon finances.
Mayor Mahr set up a meeting and the
plans were explained to us. Public meetings were conducted, bids were sent
out, a contractor secured and work progressed rapidly. We were informed as
to time frames and were called back by
the administration every step of the
way. As it was, the court construction
was slightly off schedule due to weather
and some other delays and they were
completed towards the end of the season. But all in all, it worked out extremely well. And it was nice to have
Mayor Mahr (with children in tow) and
Dr. Heisey, our high-school principal,
come out to see the girls play the first
day back on the courts.
Thank you again. We know Fanwood
has big plans for the continued development of LaGrande Park and the downtown. We wish Mayor Mahr and the town
well in their future endeavors.
Jodi Heinz
Stacey and Tom Lopez
Scotch Plains

OK, So Call Me Scrooge:
Freeholders Squander Tax Dollars
Over the years I have frequently heard
tell of the purchase by our county government of live holiday plants used to decorate the freeholder meeting room. Rumor
has it that the costs vary from $700 to
$7,000, even as high as $17,000 or more.
So I was not surprised last week, when
attending the last freeholder meeting of
the year, to have my senses besieged by
three-foot-tall, fire-engine-red poinsettia
plants, in baskets, decking the halls. There
were 16 plants in all ringing the room. I
was half tempted to jokingly inquire, when
at the podium to speak about the freeholder pay raises, if I should make a
selection of my lovely parting gift at that
time or after the meeting. After all, I
reasoned to myself, my tax dollars had
paid for them, so I guessed I could take
one home – obviously someone would be
taking them home for the long three-day
holiday weekend, as they were much too
beautiful to be tossed in the dumpster.
It is my understanding that the annual
floral display comes to the county by way
of House of Flowers in Linden. I also
understand that the florist shop is owned
by none other then Mrs. John Gregorio.
Gregorio, you will recall, is the last name
of the Democratic mayor of the city of
Linden – isn’t this a cozy little set up?
Poinsettias of this quality in decorative
baskets the size of large waste bins are
currently going for as high as $89 each on
the Internet, and these certainly were not
the $19.99 variety available at the local
home store. A visit to the website of the
flower
shop
in
question
(www.houseofflowers.com) has confirmed their price range for plants of this
dimension and presentation. The total
cost is in the neighborhood of $1,400 just
for the flowers in the freeholder’s meet-

ing room. Truth be told, since my eyes
were trained on the plants I did not give
any real thought to the evergreen wreaths
adorning the walls – we can only hope
that they were artificial retreads from
years past.
What struck me as peculiar was that
among the red plants was one lone white
poinsettia plant, much smaller in size and
in a different color basket. Sticking out
like a sore thumb, it looked like a special
order. One can only speculate that perhaps a perspective recipient had voiced a
preference for white over red as it would
blend in better with the decor at home or
in the office, or perhaps this oddball was
just thrown in by the florist for good
measure. Not having seen any other plants
on my trek to the sixth floor, I wondered
just how many more plants were hanging
around the building and out of the public
eye.
The weather that evening was particularly bad, freezing rain and snow, so when
I left the building I was glad that I was
plantless, as the poor thing would have
frozen before having a chance to adorn
my Garwood living room. But I did look
at the bare public reception area and
thought perhaps that the $1,400 would
have been better spent if the freeholder’s
plants had been put on public display in
what has been referred to as the “Million
Dollar Atrium” so everyone who passed
by could enjoy their tax dollars hard at
work, rather than just we four spectators
and 20 or so employees in attendance at
the meeting that evening.
Call me Scrooge if you like but what a
waste.
Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood
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Christmas Tree Disposal
To Benefit WHS Musical

Letters to the Editor
We would like to extend our sincere
gratitude to Mayor Mahr and the Borough
of Fanwood for the repaving of the tennis
courts at LaGrande Park. It was an absolute pleasure working with her and her
administration in getting this goal accomplished.
We are parents of children in the school
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holidays is asked to e-mail to William
Mathews, musical director, at
wmathews@westfieldnjk12.org and
it will be relayed to the cast.
Individuals are asked to include
their name, address and telephone
number. Trees will be picked up on
Saturday and Sunday, January 7 and
8. The deadline to make arrangements
is Friday, January 6.
Donations will support the 2006
musical Jesus Christ Superstar, which
will be performed Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, March 2, 3 and 4.

WESTFIELD – Once again, cast
members of the Westfield High School
spring musical are offering to help area
residents dispose of Christmas trees.
This service will be provided in
exchange for a $10 donation to be
used for the show. Anyone interested
in having a tree picked up after the

WF Resident Named
To NY Bar Task Force
THE HIGHEST RANK…Scout Master Ed Bumiller presents Scotch PlainsFanwood High School senior Tom Ruggieri with a collection of all his merit badges
and the Eagle Scout certificate. Mr. Ruggieri earned the Eagle Scout rank, the
highest honor a Boy Scout can receive, for his merit badges, leadership roles and
special Eagle-Scout service project.

Thomas Ruggieri Earns
Rank of Eagle Scout
FANWOOD – In a special Court
of Honor ceremony on December
19 at All Saints Episcopal Church,
Thomas M. Ruggieri was named
Eagle Scout, the highest honor in
scouting.
Thomas is the youngest son of Beth
and Roger Ruggieri of Fanwood, and
he is a senior at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School. His brother
Matthew, a senior criminal justice
major at Rowan College, is also an
Eagle Scout.
The family participated in a ceremony marked with testimonies from
scout leaders who had a hand in
Tom’s path to Eagle, including John
Podlas and Cleveland Bowser,
former scout masters. Former scout
master Thomas White was also in
attendance.
The Eagle rank is a culmination of
efforts including merit badges, scout
participation and leadership positions,
as well as a special service project.
Thomas completed 23 merit badges
and received the Firem’n Chit, Tot’n
Chip and World Conservation awards.
He has served in a variety of leadership positions with Troop 104, including Quartermaster, Patrol Leader,
Senior Patrol Leader and Troop

Guide. He attended the Sabattis Adventure Camp for the past eight summers.
Deputy Mayor Caroline Sorge of
Fanwood presented a declaration for
Thomas, representing the mayor and
council, in recognition of his Eagle
rank, as well as the special service
project he completed.
Thomas planned and constructed a
freestanding message board for the
Fanwood Recycling Center, as well
as flower boxes for the manager’s
office and the plastic recycling hut.
Scouts from Troop 104 assisted in the
project, which was reviewed by a
scout board and approved for the
Eagle Scout service project.
Scout Master Ed Bumiller presented Thomas with a collection of
all his merit badges and the Eagle
Scout certificate after he inducted
Thomas into Eagle rank with the Eagle
Charge.
Thomas plans to go to college and
pursue a creer in either mechanical or
aerospace engineering. At Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, he is
actively involved in marching band,
wind ensemble and the 821st Junior
Air Force ROTC, where he serves as
Corps Commander.

WESTFIELD – Michael J.
Holliday of Westfield has been named
by New York State Bar Association
President A. Vincent Buzard to a task
force to review and make recommendations regarding the recent practice
by New York State and federal prosecutors of asking clients to waive the
attorney-client privilege.
“The purpose of the task force is to
review the nature and extent of the
practice, to weigh the public good
that comes from asking for waivers
against the critical nature of the privilege and to make recommendations.
Because any threat to the attorneyclient privilege strikes at the heart of
what we do as lawyers, we as an
association have a duty to investigate
the issue,” Mr. Buzard said.

Area Students Receive
Seton Hall Prep Honors
AREA – Seton Hall Preparatory
School in West Orange announced its
First Trimester Honor Roll.
Among Westfield students, Nicholas Colucci, Scott Muldoon, Patrick
Muldoon, Kevin Smith and Zachary
Sproull earned first honors and Steven
Anzalone, George Kunath, Brian
Maher, Matthew Monaghan and John
Petruccelli received second honors.
Michael Cifelli, Kyle Marsh, Andrew
Martone, Daniel Sullivan, Ryan
Torcicollo and Benjamin Walker received commendation.
Among Scotch Plains students,
Matthew Anderson, James Burke,
Patrick Clancy and Brendan Kirby
achieved first honors, and Stephen
Cena and Cameron Clausen achieved
second honors. Anthony D’Annunzio
and Juan-Anton Velarde earned commendation.
In Fanwood, Matthew Berka received first honors and Richard
Madurski received commendation.

Carolee Ritter Receives
Doctoral Degree
WESTFIELD – Carolee Ritter of
Westfield recently received her Doctor of Philosophy degree from the
Graduate College at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. Commencement
took place on December 17 at the
Bob Devaney Sports Center.

Westfielder Believes We All
Should Be Tolerant
As a lifelong resident of Westfield (49
years), I was shocked, but now am laughing, at Mr. Siano’s letter to the editor. It
would appear the majority of both Christians and Jews alike are against his comments. The people of this town also
know what they are saying when they
point out that Mr. Siano does not pay
attention to the Menorah that has been
erected since 1999, not 2004 as mentioned by Mr. Siano.
I was shocked that anyone in Westfield
would complain and try to turn the town
residents against each other. I am laughing at the fantastic reply from the community I have grown up in. We are not in the
Middle East or on the West Bank, we are
in a town where we can live side by side,
Jews and Christians alike. We see each
other as neighbors, not enemies. To me

the tree at the end of Elm Street has
always been a great symbol of the holiday, but I also found the addition of the
Menorah a great plus for the site. It proves
we could and can symbolize more than
just Christmas.
As for the Nativity scene, it is not
owned or placed by the town, but the
town allows it. Now when you drive
down Elm towards North you see the
town can have everyone living together
and celebrating together. Maybe Mr.
Siano should get a lesson on bigotry and
learn to be tolerant of his neighbors
whether they be Christian, Jewish or of
any other religion. Happy New Year to
one and all.
Greg Ryan
Westfield

RAISING FUNDS…The Westfield Lions Club recently raised funds at the
Westfield Drug Fair. For more than 81 years, the club has championed charitable
causes and sponsored services such as eye/ear mobile and community clean-up
campaigns. Pictured above are: Alberta Capria-Ryan, Mike Goreuk and Doug
Schembs. For more information about the club and its monthly meetings, visit
http://westfieldnj.com/lions/.
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James LaCorte to Address
Twelve O’Clock Luncheon

BRINGING HOLIDAY CHEER…The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield,
members of which are pictured above, decorate the holiday tree at the Cerebral
Palsy League’s Jardine Academy in Union. Club members have provided this
service to the league for many years, selecting a theme for the tree, making
decorations and purchasing a children’s book relating to the theme. This year’s
tree was decorated with red cardinals, candy canes and fluffy white cotton
“snow,” with a huge plaid bow on top.

AARP Chapter to Meet
On Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
meet next on Monday, January 9, at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s Assembly Hall, located
at the corner of Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Guests and new members are invited and ample parking is available
in the church lot. The social period
with refreshments will begin at 1 p.m.,
followed by a brief business meeting
at 1:30 p.m., after which the program
for the afternoon will begin.
Guest speaker Feather Schwartz
Foster will discuss “First Ladies from
Martha Washington to Mamie
Eisenhower.” Ms. Foster, who has
chronicled the lives of the presidents’ wives intensely, will reveal
their personalities and temperaments. She also will share anecdotes
about their White House sojourns.
At the conclusion of the meeting,
she will sign copies of her book entitled “Ladies: A Conjecture of Personalities” for those who wish to purchase it.
Community Service Chairman
Skeets Kuzmuk has requested that
chapter members donate canned and
boxed grocery items to be given to
homeless and needy people. Used
costume jewelry also is requested for
patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital of Union County.
Day Trip Chairwoman Katie
Menzer will accept reservations for
the chapter’s first event in 2006 – a
visit to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for lunch and a performance of
the comedy Charlie’s Aunt.
The luncheon will feature a selection
of five entrées, as well as an appetizer,

homemade breads and rolls and a
choice of vegetables, including potato
pancakes topped with applesauce.
An extensive dessert selection, including some sugar-free items, will
be served buffet style in an adjoining
room. For more information, please
call (908) 232-1362.

Optimist Club Holds
Youth Essay Contest
WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield has invited area students
to expound on the phrase “I’m Unique
Because…” as part of the Optimist
International Essay Contest for 2006.
This contest is open to students in
grades 10, 11 and 12 who are under
19 years of age as of December 31 of
the current school year. Applications
and essays must be submitted no later
than Friday, January 13.
Non-members of the Optimist Club
will judge the essays. The winner will
receive a prize of $250, and the winning essay will be sent to the district
level. Essays will be judged at the
district level, and each district will
send top entries to the international
level. College scholarships are available for top winners at the district and
international levels. Last year, the
winning Westfield student, Ally
Psyhojos, won the district contest.
“Students today have many fresh
ideas about the world and their future,” Club President Jeffrey Feldman
said. “This (contest) gives them a
wonderful opportunity to tap into their
creativity and pursue possible scholarships at the same time.”
Interested students are asked to contact Corey Walsh at Westfield High
School or call (908) 789-4500.

YOGA

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS JAN. 9

FREE

S
ASSE
24 CL WEEK
PER E 1988
SINC

Introductory
Class
Wednesday, January 4 @ 8:30 pm
Saturday, January 7 @ 1:45 pm
or by appointment

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

Monday January 2, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday January 5, from 1:00 to 5:30 pm
Saturday January 7, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday January 9, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Twelve
O’Clock Club, a community-wide
gathering for senior citizens, will meet
on Tuesday, January 10, at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in
Scotch Plains for a noon luncheon
and a program featuring Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte.
Mr. LaCorte will give a talk on
wills and probate. He will discuss the
importance of a will, how the probate
process works and the need for protecting one’s assets. He also will cover
how individuals can ensure their
wishes for health care are respected
and what they can do to protect themselves and their estates. Time will be
allotted for questions.
During 25 years as a practicing
attorney, Mr. LaCorte had extensive
experience in probate law prior to
becoming Union County Surrogate.
His office conducts all business matters related to the probate of wills and
the administration of estates.
Members of the public are invited
to attend the luncheon and program.
The cost is $5. Reservations are appreciated and may be made by calling
the church office at (908) 232-5678
by tomorrow, Friday, January 6, or
Sylvia Ballatt at (908) 232-4606 by
Sunday, January 8.

AAI Program to Focus
On Saturn Exploration
CRANFORD – On Friday, January
27, at 8:30 p.m., Amateur Astronomers Inc. (AAI) will present a special
lecture entitled “The Exploration of
Saturn” by Al Witzgall.
Mr. Witzgall, a longtime AAI member, holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Planetary Geology from Kean
University. He will present new information obtained from the Cassini
spacecraft that is currently orbiting
Saturn, as well as basic information
about the planet.
The lecture will take place at the
Sperry Observatory located at Union
County College, 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford. This session is
free to the public and free parking
will be provided.
If weather permits, a celestial viewing of Saturn and its largest satellite,
Titan, will take place throughout the
evening using the club’s two large
telescopes. For more information on
AAI and directions, please call (908)
276-STAR or visit www.asterism.org.

Individuals also are welcome to attend the free Stretches for Health exercise program held every Tuesday from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the church. Those
attending the January 10 class can stay
for the luncheon and program.
For more information about Willow Grove, please call (908) 2325678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.
The Willow Grove Church is located
at 1961 Raritan Road and its facilities
are handicap-accessible.

Bergermans Welcome
Son, Justin Seth
Matthew and Stacy Bergerman of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Justin Seth Bergerman,
on Sunday, December 18, at 3:43
a.m. at St. Barnabas Medical Center
in Livingston.
Justin weighed 7 pounds and 13
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.
He joins his sister, Emily, age two.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Paul and Fern Sheitel of
Reisterstown, Md.
Samuel and Hermine Bergerman
of Livingston are his paternal grandparents.
Justin’s maternal great-grandmother is Shirley Tannenbaum of
Boca Raton, Fla.

JCC Plans Movie Night
For Moms, Daughters
SCOTCH PLAINS – Girls in grades
3 through 6 and their mothers are
invited to attend a Mother/Daughter
Movie Night at the Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey on Saturday, January 14, from
7 to 10 p.m.
The evening will include games,
snacks, manicures and a screening of
the recent movie The Sisterhood of
the Traveling Pants.
This program is open to all area
residents. Fees are $8 per person for
the general community and $6 per
person for JCC members. The JCC is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
For more information, please contact Jodi Baxter, Director of Youth
and Family Services, at (908) 8898800, extension no. 254, or
jbaxter@jccnj.org.

Library Kicks Off 2006
With Events for All Ages
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has revealed its calendar of upcoming activities for youth
and adults during January.
For adults, the TGIF program for
tomorrow, Friday, January 6, at 1:30
p.m. will be “Solving the Crime:
Sherlock Holmes.” Attendees will
learn about the super sleuth who
solves mysteries in Victorian London.
“Puzzled by the Internet Session I”
will take place on Wednesday, January 11. Participants will learn about
using a browser, Internet addresses,
how to select a search engine, printing from the Internet and some important websites. The class will be

taught in two sessions.
The TGIF topic on Friday, January
13, at 1:30 p.m. will be “The King of
Rock ’n Roll: Elvis Presley,” featuring a celebration of Elvis’ birthday.
Additionally on January 13, the library will present a program for children called “Saving and Spending” at
3:30 p.m. This three-part program,
sponsored by Commerce Bank, is appropriate for those in kindergarten
through second grade. It is designed to
help youngsters learn and practice good
money management skills.
For more information or to register
for free programs, please call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website at
www.wmlnj.org or stop by the library
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD • (908) 789-6426

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com
SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

Westfield Memorial Library
January 2006 Events
The Library will be closed on
January 1, 2, & 16, 2006

ADULT PROGRAMS
Jan 4
Jan 6
Jan 11
Jan 13
Jan 18
Jan 20
Jan 24
Jan 26

10:00 AM
1:30 PM
10:00 AM
1:30 PM
10:00 AM
1:30 AM
10:00 AM
2:00 PM

Jan 27
Jan 31

1:30 PM
10:00 AM

Your Library 24/7
TGIF: Solving the Crime—Sherlock Holmes
Puzzled by the Internet I
TGIF: The King — Elvis Presley
Puzzled by the Internet II
TGIF: Art 101: Manet
Travel, Travel, Travel Online Resources
Friends Book Discussion:
Jane Austen Book Club
TGIF: Australia Day
Business and Investment Online

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Jan 13
Jan 17, 24, 31
Jan 18, 25
Jan19, 26
Jan 20, 27
Jan 21

3:30-4:30 PM
10:00 AM
1:30 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM

Saving and Spending (by Commerce Bank)
Preschool Storytime
Preschool Storytime
Mother Goose Group
Baby Rhyme Time
The Good, the Icky and the Slimy —
Meet frogs, bugs, and lizards!

All programs are free to Westfield Memorial Library cardholders. Pre-registration or age
restrictions may apply to some programs. Call the library for further information.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

DEEGAN
ROOFING

C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405
Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

MR. AND MRS. MAURY SCOTT APPLE
(She is the former Ms. Jill Heather Goldberger)

Ms. Jill H. Goldberger
Marries Maury Scott Apple
Ms. Jill Heather Goldberger, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Willard
Goldberger of Scotch Plains, formerly
of Westfield, was married on Saturday, October 22, to Maury Scott
Apple. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Louis Apple of Olney, Md.
The couple wed at sundown at the
Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Washington, D.C., with Cantor Rosalie
Boxt of Temple Emanuel in
Kensington, Md. officiating. A reception followed at the hotel.
Given in marriage by her parents,
Marlene and Willard Goldberger, the
bride wore a strapless, A-line, ivory
silk Mikado Rivini gown and carried
a bouquet of various flowers in
shades of green.
Her bridal party included childhood
friends Mrs. Kate Niekerk of Summit,
formerly Ms. Kate Wilson of Cranford,
as matron of honor; Ms. Ghia Jacobs
of San Francisco, Calif., formerly of
Westfield; Mrs. Jamie Lasser of
Evanston, Ill., formerly Ms. Jamie
Feiner of Westfield; Ms. Katherine
Lyons of Summit, formerly of Cranford
and Ms. Kristen Lee of Scotch Plains,
formerly of Westfield, and college
friend Ms. Christine Riley of Stone
Ridge, N.Y. All wore chocolate brown,
strapless chiffon gowns and carried
bouquets that were a smaller version
of the one carried by the bride.
The bridegroom was given away
by his parents, Marian and Louis

Apple. His groomsmen included his
brother, Keith Apple of Washington,
D.C., as best man, Matthew Garfinkle
of Bethesda, Md., Mike Madden of
Washington, D.C., Jason Rosenthal
and Jason Minkoff, both of Arlington,
Va., and Seth Lasser of New York City.
A 1995 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride graduated magna
cum laude from Ithaca College with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Acting in 1999. She received her Master
of Science degree in Education with
a focus in media from Bank Street
College of Education in 2005.
The bride is a voice over artist, having lent her voice to numerous television and radio commercials, as well as
animation. She currently teaches in a
second grade classroom at Sidwell
Friends School in Bethesda, Md.
The bridegroom is a 1994 graduate
of Richard Montgomery High School
in Rockville, Md. He attended The
Wharton School of Business at the
University of Pennsylvania, where
he graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics
and also earned his Master of Business Administration degree. Mr.
Apple currently is the director of Planning, Analysis and Reporting at Total
Wine and More, a specialty wine retailer, headquartered in Potomac, Md.
Following a wedding trip to
Lankawi, Malaysia, the couple resides in Washington, D.C.

Sid Frank to Speak
At Hadassah Meeting

Woman’s Club Slates
Meeting, Bunco Party

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Chapter of Hadassah will meet on Monday,
January 23, at 12:30 p.m. at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield. All are welcome.
Sid Frank will speak on “Jews in
Jersey,” including artists, writers, millionaires and others. A lyricist, playwright and lecturer, he has written
lyrics for three dozen children’s songs.
He also penned a musical review called
“Jerz” that was performed in many
venues throughout New Jersey.
Mr. Frank is a docent at Liberty
Hall in Union, where he does programming and lectures.

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield will hold its first meeting
of 2006 on Monday, January 9, at
12:30 p.m. at the Atlas Pythagoras
Masonic Lodge in Westfield.
The club will host a bunco party
starting at 1:30 p.m. Attendees will
learn how to play this fast-paced progressive dice game, which first became
fashionable in the United States during
the mid-19th century and which has
become popular again in recent years.
There will be prizes and refreshments will be served. Guests are welcome. For further information, please
call (908) 789-1045.

A

Art
Ammermuller

• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

“Helping People”

908.233.0920

Oak
Knoll
School of the Holy Child

Winter Open House Information Sessions
Wednesday - 9 - 11 a.m.

January 18
February 8

Grades K-6
Grades 1-6

Call to reserve your spot today! (908) 522-8109

Respectful

Confident

Enthusiastic

Joyful

Reverent
Eager
Curious
Playful

A Catholic independent school uniquely
offering a challenging academic program in a
nurturing and safe environment. In its
commitment to educating the whole child,
Oak Knoll begins world language and technology
instruction in a full-day kindergarten and
encourages participation in community service,
the arts, and team athletics. Financial aid
and after-care services are available.

Because actions
speak louder than words.

44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org
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Interfaith Couples Invited
To Attend Judaism Course

– Obituaries –
Harold S. Thomson, 84, Bank Executive;
Served In Army Intelligence In War
Harold S. Thomson, 84, died in his
sleep on Sunday, January 1, 2006, at
his home in Sea Girt. He is survived
by his wife, Virginia; her children,
Andrew Lee, Susan Wholley and
Elizabeth Wolper, and their four
grandchildren.
Born in Westfield in 1921, Mr.
Thomson graduated from the Pingry
School. His college education at
Haverford College was interrupted
by World War II. He finished his
education at Fordham University,
where he also earned a law degree.
Mr. Thomson continued his education with business and investment
courses both at Fordham and New
York University.
During World War II, Mr. Thomson
worked in Army Intelligence as a
cryptographer and served in London
during the bombing of the city. He
maintained active contacts with his
war friends and would attend reunions
of the three Signal Security Detachments that assisted in developing the
decoding machines that helped win
the war by breaking the German codes.
Following the war and after completing his college education, Mr.
Thomson worked at the Lehigh Valley Oil Company, his father’s oil de-

Dorothy J. Murphy, 86
Dorothy Jane Rode Murphy, 86, of
Waldwick died on Saturday, December 31, at home.
Born in Minot, N.D. on October
11, 1919, she was the daughter of the
late Donald P. and Annette Jensen
Rode. She had lived in Westfield and
Rochester, N.Y. before moving to
Waldwick.
Mrs. Murphy was a graduate of the
Fairview School of Nursing in Minnesota and a United States Army veteran of World War II.
She was predeceased by her husband, Shirley J. Murphy; a sister,
Lorraine Hilberg, and a brother,
Donald Rode.
Surviving are four daughters,
Michele Cambron of Sausalito, Calif., Kathryn Yeomans of Upper
Saddle River, Melanie Kavanaugh of
Ewing and Cynthia Foster of
Waynesville, N.C.; a brother, William Rode of Park Rapids, Minn.;
seven grandchildren and two greatgrandsons.
Services will be held at 11 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, January 6, at the
Hamden Memorial Funeral Home in
Hamden, Conn. Burial will follow at
St. Mary’s Cemetery in Hamden. Visitation will take place tomorrow at the
funeral home from 10 a.m. until the
time of the services.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Valley Hospital Hospice,
223 North Van Dien Avenue,
Ridgewood, N.J. 07450.
January 5, 2006

livery business in Cranford. Later
concentrating in investment research,
he became an investment analyst at
SwissRe Insurance Company and
capped his career as a senior vice
president of Horizon Bank, where he
headed the bond portfolio and sat on
the trust investment committee.
A lifelong supporter of the Pingry
School, Mr. Thomson served on the
board of the school, as president of its
alumni association and as chairman
of the school’s C.V. Newton Society.
He also was a past trustee of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
a life member of the Westfield Historical Society.
He was a member of the East Jersey Proprietors and had served as an
investment adviser to the Hyde and
Watson Foundation in Chatham.
In Sea Girt, he was a past chairman
of the Shade Tree Commission and
was an associate member of the Sea
Girt Volunteer Fire Company.
A memorial service will be held at
the All Saints Episcopal Church, 500
Lake Avenue in Bay Head, N.J. on
Saturday, January 14, 2006, at 11 a.m.
Mr. Thomson also is survived by
his brother, Robert C. Thomson, Jr. of
Westfield; two nieces, Eloise
Schundler of Westfield and Linda
Murray of Wolfeboro, N.H., and two
nephews, William D. Phelan, Jr. of
Toronto, Canada and Thomas C.
Phelan of Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions would be sincerely appreciated either to The Pingry School, P.O.
Box 366, Martinsville, N.J. 08836 or
to the Manasquan/Sea Girt Rescue
Squad, Manasquan, N.J. 08736.
Arrangements are by the NearyQuinn Funeral Home in Manasquan.
January 5, 2006

Barbara Darrow, 61
Barbara J. Kalonick Darrow, 61, of
Westfield died on Saturday, December 31, at Union Hospital in Union.
Born in Adena, Ohio, she was raised
in Lincoln Park, Mich. and lived in
Westfield for 34 years.
Mrs. Darrow had been a stewardess with American Airlines from 1966
to 1971, after which she became a
homemaker.
Surviving are her husband of 37
years, Larry Darrow; a daughter,
Jaime Darrow; two sons, Lawrence
Darrow and Todd Darrow, and a sister, Sonnia Cummins.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, January 3, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
January 5, 2006

Marguerite B. Jones, 84, Was Teacher;
Had Been Deacon at Two Churches
Marguerite B. Jones, 84, of
Shippensburg, Pa. died on Sunday,
January 1, at her home.
Born on August 24, 1921 in St.
Louis, Mo., she was a daughter of the
late Isaac C. and Grace Wallace
Barlow.
Mrs. Jones had taught the first and
second grades in the St. Charles school
district in St. Charles, Mo. and taught
nursery school in Westfield.
She was a member of the
Shippensburg Presbyterian Church
and was a member years ago of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church in
Fanwood. Mrs. Jones was a deacon at
both churches.
She was a 1938 graduate of Berwick
High School and a 1973 graduate of
Kean University in Union.
Mrs. Jones was a member and past
president of the Philanthropic Educational Organization and the
Shippensburg Civic Club.
She also was a member of the
Shippensburg Historical Society and
the Association for the Retarded in
Westfield.
She was predeceased by a daugh-

ter, Jeannie G. Jones, on March 19,
2001.
Surviving are her husband, Meveril
J. Jones; a son, Douglas W. Jones of
Malvern, Pa.; two granddaughters,
Cynthia and Robin Jones of Malvern,
and a sister, Mary Elizabeth Ahrens
of Palm Harbor, Fla.
Memorial services will be held at 2
p.m. on Saturday, January 7, at the
Shippensburg Presbyterian Church,
with the Reverend Dennis A. Finnegan
and the Reverend Megan M. Boozer
officiating. Burial will be held at a
time to be arranged by the family in
the Indiantown Gap National Cemetery.
There will be no viewing; however,
the family will receive relatives and
friends following the services at the
church.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Hospice
of the Good Shepherd, 2700 Luther
Drive, Chambersburg, Pa. 17201.
January 5, 2006

www.goleader.com

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Page 7

CHRISTMAS CHERUBS…Children from the Willow Grove Pre-School present
their annual Christmas program, with each class performing holiday poems and
songs. Students in the 4 Plus Class, pictured left to right, are: Nina Couzzi,
Danielle Dyer, Heather Guy, Julia Zucosky, Tom Ryan, Natalie Dombroski,
Carter Pomponio, Lia Saputo, Cassi Pomponio, Matthew Fazzino, Katie Agnello,
Ryan Ackerman and Lindsay Becker.

Willow Grove Pre-School
To Present Open House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Pre-School, located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, will
hold a parent pre-registration open
house for the 2006-2007 school year
on Thursday, January 19. The snow
date is Friday, January 20.
The event is scheduled to begin at
10:15 a.m. in the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church’s Alexander Hall.
Director Kathy Calello will present a
slide show giving an overview of the
pre-school program, along with a tour
of the facility.
Willow Grove Pre-School is a
Christian pre-school sponsored by the
Willow Grove Church and licensed

by the state of New Jersey. Class
teachers are state-certified educators.
Classes are offered for children who
will be two years old by Saturday,
April 1 for the 3 Minus Program,
along with classes for three-year-olds,
four-year-olds and the 4+ Class for
youngsters who either miss the kindergarten cut-off date or just need
another year of pre-school.
Registration for the 2006-2007
school year will begin on Monday,
February 6, for present enrollees and
alumni. Open registration will begin
on Tuesday, February 14. For further
information, please call Mrs. Calello
at (908) 232-7117.

Dominican Priest-Lawyer
To Discuss Clerical Abuse
WESTFIELD – On Thursday, January 12, Voice of the Faithful of Union
County and North New Jersey will
present the Reverend Thomas Doyle, a
Dominican priest and canon lawyer,
who will speak on clerical sexual abuse
and the current status of this issue in the
Catholic Church. All are welcome to
attend the presentation, which will take
place at 7:30 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.
In 1985, Reverend Doyle co-

Virginia Nawrocki, 81
Virginia Nawrocki, 81, of Fanwood
died on Tuesday, January 3, at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights.
Born in Elizabeth, she had lived in
Westfield before moving to Fanwood
43 years ago.
Mrs. Nawrocki had worked as an
executive secretary with Nycoil Corporation in Fanwood for five years
prior to her retirement. Earlier, she
was employed with Linden Steel
Drum Co. in Linden.
She was a member of the Fanwood
Senior Citizens and St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains.
Surviving are her husband, Robert
C. Nawrocki; a daughter, Janet A.
Baliko of Flower Mound, Tex.; a son,
Roger M. Nawrocki of Monkton, Md.,
and four grandchildren, Ryan and
Melissa Baliko and Robert and Matthew Nawrocki.
The funeral will be held at 8:45
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, January 6,
from the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood. A
Funeral Mass will be at 9:30 a.m. at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church.
Interment will follow at Graceland
Memorial Park in Kenilworth. Visitation will be today, Thursday, January
5, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. at the
funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the
Fanwood Rescue Squad, 218 Forest
Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.
January 5, 2006

authored a comprehensive report, sent
to every bishop, in which he warned
of the consequences of clerical sexual
abuse and that failure to report abuse
allegations was a serious error of the
hierarchy. He has since become an
expert witness in sexual abuse cases
and an advocate for victims of sexually abusive priests.
Ordained in 1970, Reverend Doyle
received a doctorate in Canon Law
from Catholic University the same
year. He then became Canon Law
advisor to the Papal Delegate at the
Vatican Embassy in Washington, D.C.
Subsequent to his 1985 report on clerical abuse, his position at the Vatican
Embassy was ended and he joined the
United States Air Force as a chaplain.
As an Air Force Major stationed in
Germany, he received 16 military
awards and decorations for distinguished service.
The First United Methodist Church
is located at North Avenue (Route 28)
and East Broad Street. No registration or admission fee is required to
attend the program, although donations will be welcome. Further information may be obtained by visiting
http://www.votfnj.org.

Church Plans Series
On ‘A Heart Ablaze’

WESTFIELD – The Rabbinic Center Synagogue of Westfield will sponsor a course in Judaism for intermarried couples for nine consecutive
weeks beginning the week of Monday, January 16.
Sessions, led by Rabbi Irwin
Fishbein, will be held from 8:30 to 10
p.m., with the day to be chosen by
those participating. This program will
be offered at the Rabbinic Center,
located at 128 East Dudley Avenue.
The course will teach the fundamentals of Jewish tradition, including beliefs, values, ideals, the Sabbath and festivals, life cycle events
and history, in a relaxed and informal
atmosphere. All classes are limited to
five couples.
In addition to the weekly classes,
the course will include a one-day
workshop on two themes – “Raising
Children in the Intermarried Home”
and “Exploring Ways of Negotiating
Difference.”
The purpose of the workshop is to
help couples acquire the tools to cope

with anxieties and conflicts that can
arise when couples come from different religious backgrounds. Interested
couples may attend the workshop without attending the course in Judaism.
For more information, please call
Rabbi Fishbein at the Rabbinic Center at (908) 233-0419.

Rabbi Irwin Fishbein

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Legend of La Befana
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, January 8, the Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield will present “The
Legend of La Befana” between 2
and 4 p.m.
Museum volunteers Christine
Glazer, Patricia D’Angelo, John
Mills and Marissa, Rosella and
Carmelo Morabito will bring to life
the children’s fable about the “Good
Italian Christmas Witch.”
According to the legend, La Befana
arrives each year on Epiphany Eve –
the 12th night of Christmas – searching for the Christ Child.
She magically flies high among
the clouds on her faithful broomstick, “Saggina,” traveling from
house to house where she rewards
well-behaved children with small

gifts and leaves coal and stones for
the naughty ones.
Costumed docents will be on hand
to provide limited tours of the 1740
farmhouse, located at 614 Mountain
Avenue. Visitors also are invited to
stop by the museum’s gift shop,
which features a variety of Colonial
reproductions, books, toys and educational items.
Admission to the museum is $2
for adults, 50 cents for students and
free for children under age six. Upcoming events at the museum include “Snowflake Sunday” on January 29, “Historic Valentines” on February 12 and “A Spot of Tea – A Talk
on Tea” on February 26. For more
information, please call the museum
office at (908) 232-1776.

Nurses Invited to Attend
Immunization Symposium
GARWOOD – Union County’s
school and health department nurses
are invited to attend a symposium
entitled “Immunizations, Current and
Future Trends” on Wednesday, January 11, at The Westwood, located at
438 North Avenue in Garwood
The dinner and lecture are made
possible by GlaxoSmithKline in partnership with Union County’s Immunization Program, which is under the
auspices of Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County and the
Department of Human Services. The
objectives of the symposium are to:
Discuss the issues and challenges
of incorporating immunizations into
the health care management of the
population.
Identify the current and future

trends in immunizations.
Understand the epidemiology and
risk factors of communicable diseases.
Dr. Peter Wenger, UMDNJ/NJMS,
Director of the Department of Preventative Medicine and Community
Health, will present the program.
Two professional development
hours have been granted from the
New Jersey Department of Education/Office of Program Support Services.
The dinner will be at 5 p.m., followed by the lecture at 6 p.m. Union
County school and health department
nurses who are interested in attending should respond by contacting
Deana Saba at Runnells Specialized
Hospital at (908) 771-5709 or via fax
at (908) 771-9654.

AREA – The Calvary Assembly of
God in Union Township will begin a
12-session multimedia study of “A
Heart Ablaze” beginning on Sunday,
January 8, at 6:30 p.m. All are invited
to attend.
It will feature an interactive video
that offers insights combined with
teaching to help participants ignite
and maintain a passion for God. The
seminar will be held weekly except
for the third Sunday evening, which
is Missionary Sunday.
Calvary Assembly of God is affiliated with the Assemblies of God,
headquartered in Springfield, Mo. The
church is located at 953 West Chestnut Street. For more details, please
call (908) 964-1133.

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 233-2350

N

ow Offering the New
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Cranford
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MILLER STRIKES FOR 16 PTS, GETS MVP HONORS

Blue Devils Muzzle Bulldogs
For Pepe Hoops Title, 52-30
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Team quickness and defensive solidarity, along with the shooting of
Erin Miller, made the difference as
the Westfield High School girls’ basketball team muzzled the Jonathan
Dayton Lady Bulldogs, 52-30, for the
Joseph Pepe/Larry Levee Holiday
Tournament championship in Springfield on December 30. The 6-1 Blue
Devils jumped to a convincing, 26-4
halftime lead and their concentration
allowed them to cruise the remainder
of the way.

Miller, a sophomore forward, led
the Blue Devils with 16 points (raising
her career total to 502), including a 3pointer, had five assists, pulled down
seven rebounds and swiped three basketballs. Sophomore point guard
Gabrielle O’Leary poured in six points
and added with seven assists. Junior
Katie Cronen (5 rebounds), Casey El
Kourey and LeAnne Skorge (5 rebounds) each bagged six points. Sophomore forward Danielle Infantino (6
rebounds) bagged five points, including a 3-pointer. Freshmen Tara Handza
contributed five points and Gabby

Jacobs added two points. Jacqueline
Kuczynski led the 3-3 Bulldogs with
14 points.
The Blue Devils were fierce and
showed little mercy in the opening
quarter, racking up 12 points before
Bulldog Nicole Corglianio sank oneof-two from the free throw line. For
the Devils, Miller struck with three
points, Gabrielle O’Leary, Infantino
Cronen and Skorge each scored two
points and Handza added one.
In the second quarter, the determined Blue Devils’ defense kept the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT JOB OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY…Blue Devil Josh Gerckens, No. 11, goes in for a lay-up against the
J.P. Stevens Hawks in the “Butch” Kowal semifinal game. Gerckens averaged 11 rebounds in the three games, made several
steals, blocked shots and hit double figures in scoring in each game.

GERCKENS REBOUNDS, SCORES; BONARD GETS MVP

Devils Down Hawks in Semis,
Rip St. Peter’s for Hoops Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUGE ASSET IN PLAY MAKING AND ASSISTS…Blue Devil Gab O’Leary, No. 10, drives toward the basket in the title
game against Jonathan Dayton. O’Leary had seven assists and scored six points in the Blue Devils’ 52-30 victory.

DOUGHER, YOUNG SINK 12; BAYARD, GARRETT NET 11

Raider Basketballers Cruise
Past Wardlaw Rams, 73-32
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opening the season with tough
losses against top-ranked Malcolm
X. Shabazz, Linden and Rahway, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys’ basketball team took out it’s
frustration on Cranford with a 52-47
victory on December 22, then continued it’s ruthless defense and quickstriking offense to crush the WardlawHartridge Rams, 73-32, in the consolation game of the John “Butch”
Kowal Tournament in Rahway on
December 29.
Bryan Dougher frayed the net by
burning in all of his 12 points in the
first half, including two 3-pointers,
and was the main thief with six to lead
the Raiders. Sean Young poured in 12
points and hauled in seven rebounds.
Greg Bayard found the mark with two
3-pointers and finished with 11 points.
Derrick Garrett also bucketed 11
points, including one from down town.
Garrett swiped five basketballs and
collected five rebounds. Rob Lewis
snagged five rebounds and six steals in

the first half. Darnell Dortch and Travis
Morgan combined for two points, six
rebounds and three steals. Larry Oliver
led the Rams with 10 points.
“We made sure that we don’t get
into any bad habits, which we didn’t,
while we did what we had to do. It’s
good to get a game in like this while
its good to get kids in who haven’t
played that much during the year,”
said Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
As to the season progress, Doherty
added, “We hustle well, play hard; however, sometimes our shot selection can
be a little shaky and we need to do a
better job on the boards. We’re at a point
where I thought we would be. We have
a stretch upcoming with teams where
we have to play well and win.”
It was all Raiders in the first half.
Their total team focus, scrappiness
and physical dominance under the
boards combined with relentless pursuit and a stealing exhibition created
confusion in the Rams’ ranks, resulting in a 40-17 blow-out.
Momentum continued rolling in
the Raiders’ direction in the third

quarter. Garrett nailed a three-pointer
and hit a jumper after stealing the
ball. Bayard crashed the boards with
a dunk and hit from outside the perimeter. Young rolled in two lay-ups
and Kyle Myhanski hit a 2-pointer
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Senior forward Josh Gerckens
pretty much did it all to help the
Westfield High School boys basketball team capture the John “Butch”
Kowal Tournament championship in
Rahway. The Blue Devils eliminated
Summit, 52-46, on December 27 then
obliterated J.P. Stevens, 66-47, in the
semifinals on December 29 before
ripping St. Peter’s Prep, 56-35, for
the title on December 30.
However, in all of the games, the
entire Blue Devils’ squad was firing
on all cylinders. Junior guard Mike
Venezia led the team in scoring with
18 points against Summit, sank 10
points – all in the first quarter against
J. P. Stevens – and bucketed 14 points
while grabbing 10 rebounds against
St. Peter’s Prep.
Junior point guard Tom Bonard,
named the tournament MVP, had 10
assists in the Summit game, nine
against the Hawks of J.P. Stevens and
11 more in the title game. He also
pounded in 13 points, five points and
eight points, respectively.
Gerckens, who averaged 11 re-

bounds a game in the tournament,
netted 10 points against the Summit
Hilltoppers, 15 against J.P. Stevens
and 15 points against St. Peter’s Prep.
Additionally, he broke up plays with
tipped passes, blocked shots and
steals.
Since the Blue Devils’ opening loss

to a swift, talented Linden team,
Gerckens seemed to have found a
knack of controlling the boards.
“Linden had two big men that I had
to guard. It was pretty hard rebounding but, today, I was one of the biggest men on the court, so the last two
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

“Start Your New Year’s Revolution!!”
Personalized Fitness Training in the following areas:
iFunctional FitnessiCore-Balance-StabilityiFlexibilityi
iSport SpecificiStrengthiToningiYouth Fitnessi
Training Studio Located in Fanwood
Contact us for information about a Free Consultation ($30 Value)
@ 908-216-7100 or revolutionfitness@comcast.net
NASM & ACE Certified Trainers

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

GRAND OPENING

ROLLING HILLS ESTATES

Rolling Hills Estates is a new cul-de-sac with five home sites, located on the south side of
Scotch Plains. Custom designed homes, built by Buontempo Builders, ranging from
4,000 square feet to 5,500 square feet will be offered.
Priced from $1,350,000
Custom features include nine foot ceilings on the first floor, hardwood floors with inlaid
borders, oak railings, deluxe trim package including crown moldings and wainscoting.
The gourmet kitchens feature a center island, raised panel wood cabinetry, granite
countertops, butler’s pantry, stainless steel appliances including a Viking range. Gas
fireplaces can be found in the family room and master suite. The master bath features a
raised platform Jacuzzi tub and separate stall shower. All models included two zone heat
and central air conditioning. The addition of a second floor laundry room is a real step
saver. The exteriors are tastefully finished with Timberline roofing, stone façade,

Cedar shake and hardi plank siding along with an extensive landscaping package.

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500
Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

Service

State Licensed Appraiser
www.westfieldrealtynj.com

Westfield

$2,695,000

This majestic colonial was completely renovated in 2000 with 13 rooms; 5 Bedrooms, 4 full and 2 half Baths. Three rooms on first floor have
French doors to central courtyard with retractable awning, overlooking terraced rear yard. Gourmet Eat in Kitchen has granite countertops, center
island, leaded glass cherry cabinetry and premium brand appliances. Second floor hosts an expansive Master Bedroom Suite with walk-in closet
and elegant Bath. Second Bedroom has a balcony overlooking grounds and shares a Jack-and-Jill Bath with third Bedroom. Additional Bedroom
suites on both first and second floor provide space for in-laws or an au pair. Enjoy comfortable workspace in Home Office or Study. Finished
basement provides Recreation Room space and plenty of storage. Fabulously landscaped and professionally lit grounds on a 136x255’ lot. WSF0896

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004

Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555
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Devil’s Den

In An Imperfect World,
There Are Perfect Days
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANEUVERING AROUND A RAM DEFENDER…Raider Greg Bayard, left, maneuvers around Ram defenders in a John
“Butch” Kowal consolation game. Bayard scored 11 points as the Raiders defeated Wardlaw-Hartridge, 73-32.

Raider Boys Butt
Ram Cagers, 73-32
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

from the left side.
Holding a 56-21 lead to begin the
final quarter, Doherty looked to Mike
Boncum, who drove in for a layup
and sank three free throws, Rob
Zugarda, who poured in seven points,
and Myhanski, who nailed a jumper.
“Everyone pretty much fits into the
team, no one tries to do their own
thing and we play within each other,”
said Garrett. “We like to push the
ball, we’re starting to find the open
man and we’re hitting offensively.”
Garrett commented on improvement by saying, “Rebounding against
bigger teams. We’re not real big, so
we need to start boxing out. Today,
however, that was not an issue.”
“Basically, we try to pressure teams,
try for turnovers and score off of our
defense mostly,” added Bayard. “We
don’t have one go-to guy who dominates. Anyone of us can score high on
any given night and we all just root
for each other, trying to get the win.”
Wardlaw-Hartridge 9 8 4 11
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
20 20 16 17

Raider Boys Cruise Past
Tiger Basketballers, 50-26
two 3-pointers as the Raiders went on
a 22-8 run in the first half.
“We played well, however we
played down a little being in a strong
conference. We missed a lot of shots
to put the game away in the first half.
Gradually, we pulled away,” said Head
Coach Dan Doherty. “The defense
was fabulous. We gave up 26 points.
The last two games we’re giving up
32 and 22, so you can’t beat that. The
kids played well together. There is no
one selfish looking out just for themselves. They moved the ball well and
the shots finally started to fall and we
went from there. It feels good.”
The Raiders, who upped their
record to 3-3, were slated to do battle
with the Westfield Blue Devils, winners of the “Butch” Kowal Tournament on January 3 in Westfield.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Controlling the tempo and several
hot hands in scoring spelled victory
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School basketball Raider boys as they
continued their impressive run with a
50-26 win in a fifth-place consolation
game in the John “Butch” Kowal Tournament in Rahway on December 30
in Rahway.
Bryan Dougher played a major role
as he frightened the Tigers, pouring
in 20 points, pulled down seven rebounds and swiped foul basketballs.
Greg Bayard found the basket with
nine points and showed his quickness
with five steals. Sean Young (2 steals,
2 rebounds) and Darnell Dorich (5
rebounds) provided six points each.
Mike Bonacum hit five points and
Travis Morgan grabbed five rebounds.
Dougher hit 10 points, including
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Raider Hoopsters Zap
Columbia Girls, 55-38
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team came
alive offensively in the second and
third quarters to pull away from Columbia and secure a 55-38 victory in
the consolation round of the Marist
Tournament in Bayonne on December 28. Junior Allie Zazzali led all
scoring with 23 points.
Jackie Law and Lauren Mains put
up 13 and 12 points, respectively, and
Lauren Benovengo scored five points
for the 2-3 Raiders.
Columbia
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

13 8 7 10
10 15 13 17

38
55

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING DOWN COURT…Raider D.J. Garrett brings the ball down court
against the Rams. Garrett netted 11 points in the 73-32 conquest.

It’s a new year, a time for many
people to make those resolutions that
only a small percentage will actually
accomplish. The older I’ve gotten,
the fewer resolutions I’ve bothered
to make, knowing they’ll never get
done, unless they involve the WHS
swim team, reading books, or my
cats.
But that doesn’t mean I can’t dream
of 2006 having better days … or
even a better day. Think about that.
What would it take for you to have a
better day, or, the perfect day? Driving to swim practice the other day, I
started thinking of the things that
would be part of my personal perfect
day, and this is what I came up with:
A cheese omelet, home fries and a
Pepsi at the Excellent Diner.
Walking through a snowstorm to
the Rialto Theatre to watch whatever
movie is playing on the one big screen.
Walking to swim practice at 5:15 in
the morning through the snow, and
having coach Walt Clarkson give us
our workout one more time. And a
bus ride back from a big swim meet
with the whole team singing “Roll
Me Over in the Clover” or “100
Bottles of Beer on the Wall,” and then
going to Jahn’s in Summit for “Awful-Awfuls.”
Bowling at the either the old lanes
at the YMCA or at The Rec (now
Westfield Table Tennis Club).
Playing softball or basketball at
Franklin School, with Bert and Willy
Crampton, Bill Lewis, Bob DeBarger,
Chuck Craver, Artie Garvin, Jay
Jones, Spike Morton, Slim Jim Wilson, Greg Fleck, Charlie Freeman,
Chet (The Jet) West, Bob Small, Chris
Way and the rest of our gang.
Full-court basketball games at the
old YMCA gym (now the racquetball
courts and men’s locker room).
A late-night snack of two large
cheeseburgers with pickles and onions (cooked by Tex) and a mug of
root beer at the Westfield White Diamond, for $1.25!
A six-pack of Rheingold chug-amugs and an American cheese and
baloney sub with the works from
Charlie’s Italian Deli on South Ave.
A chance to do my Froggy the
Gremlin imitation for Mark (Doug
‘Drop and Give Me 10’ Niedermeyer)
Metcalf.
A win over St. Joseph (Metuchen)
in swimming, and one final county,
sectional and state championship.
The swim team’s annual Danny
Nichols Memorial Award not being a
“Memorial” award, and Danny being
there at our team dessert to present it
personally.
Another chance to coach the
Steelers against the Bears of Jeff Gil-

Scotch Plains
New Construction. Nestled on an acre, this 5400 sq
ft Colonial has it all! Sun light streams through every
room. Open floor plan, “state of the art” kitchen, 5
BRs, 4.1 Baths. Immediate occupancy. Sellers
offering generous bonus package. Minutes to NYC
transportation, top schools. $1,675,000 (WSF9816)

Scotch Plains

Classic CH Colonial. Cul-de-sac location with circular
drive & marble entry. 5 BRs, 2 Full & 3 Half Baths,
FR w/FRPL, E-I Kitchen w/granite counters, fully
finished lower level, resort-like property w/inground
pool & gazebo. Immediate Occupancy. $999,000
(WSF0399).

bert and Pat Kennedy in the Westfield
Boys Football League. Or to watch
Giants coaches Jim Bonner and Al
Pfeiffer in action. They were the best.
Hearing the late Jim Harcourt say
“It’s after 10 o’clock, do you need a
note”? to some girl who just entered
the Jolly Trolley. Or to watch him lift
his not-quite-full glass and say to the
bartender, “What am I, a tourist”?
Another Friday night watching Bob
Felter working free for a tough basket, while teammate Jerry Richards
hounds the opponent’s top scorer into
another “off” night.
Another Saturday afternoon at
Kehler Stadium watching Marty
Howarth, Joe Monninger, Glen
Kehler, Rick Sampson, Brian
Ciemniecki and Matt Daly.
Another summer Sunday, with a
9:30 a.m. American Legion game at
Tamaques Park, followed by a
Westfield Merchants twinbill, and
then a drive up to Morris County to
catch a Morris Majors or MorrisSomerset league game.
Another year or two of Les Zorge.
The man only coached four years at
WHS, but he left a legacy of legendary stories — good, bad, funny and
sad, fact and fiction — longer than
any 10 coaches combined, Shaun
Cherewich included.
Another chance to better appreciate Joe Freeman, the legendary football, basketball and baseball coach of
the late-’30s through the mid-’50s.
By the time I knew him as my safe
driving teacher, he was a shell of what
he’d been.
Another sweaty summer day in the
late 1960s and early ’70s, coaching
youth baseball with Pat Papaccio and
watching Joe (The Mailman)
Wheatley pitch an almost-perfect
batting practice.
Seeing Gary Kehler, wearing that
blue shirt with the sleeves rolled up,
his hands cupped around his mouth
so the opponent couldn’t hear him
yelling “four-two, four-two” to his
quarterback, on a fourth-and-three
from his own 35 in the fourth quarter.
Sunday afternoon softball triple
headers at the “Franklin Bowl,” with
takeout beer containers from the
Glenview Manor, and Glen Kehler
and Bruce Jester retrieving home run
balls hit over the right-field fence at a
nickel apiece.
Having the Music Staff in town,
Harmony House out on Route 22 and
E.J. Korvette’s in the Blue Star Shopping Center to get my record albums.
Listening to Murray the K on the
radio, with his “submarine race
watching” and his own special language (he was actually Mee-ahh-siree, the kee-ahh-say), while playing
Ping-Pong with John Schneider and
Don Mokrauer.
Another day of the rock-and-roll
music I grew up with — Elvis, Buddy
Holly, Jerry Lee Lewis, Chuck Berry,
Little Richard, Carl Perkins, Gene
Vincent, Eddie Cochran, Roy
Orbison, Dion and the Belmonts, the
Four Seasons, Frankie Lymon and
the Teenagers, and all the great doowop groups.
Another spring afternoon watching one of Norm Koury’s WHS baseball teams pull out a 3-2 10-inning
victory, with a complete game by the
pitcher and the winning run scoring
on a squeeze bunt.
No 24-hour sports, no sports talk
radio, no ESPN, no instant replay,
no overtime, and no over-saturation
of pro teams.
Another radio personality like Vin
Scelza, with his amazingly eclectic
musical taste, as opposed to the moronic Jack-FM voice. (Know what
happens on my car radio when I hit
101.1 FM expecting to get the former
oldies station and I hear Jack? Turn
it Off!)

Wins over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Cranford in all sports played that
day.
Watching the WHS football team
in the playoffs on Saturday afternoon
at 1, catching a plane to Massillon to
watch the Tigers in the Ohio playoffs
at 8, then catching a Concorde to
Melbourne to catch the Grand Final
of the Australian Rules Football
League at the Cricket Grounds.
Now, that would be a perfect day.
DEN TRIVIA
The WHS boys basketball team
has posted back-to-back winning seasons and brought a 3-2 record into
2006. When was the last time WHS
strung together three consecutive
winning seasons?
HOOPS UPDATE
The WHS girls basketball team
was 6-1 in Tuesday’s game against
Scotch Plains — the lone loss coming to Malcolm X Shabazz, one of
the state’s top teams — and captured the Pepe/Levee Holiday Tournament in Springfield.
Junior captains Casey El Koury
and Kate Cronen, sophomores Erin
Miller, Gabby O’Leary and Danielle
Infantino, and freshman Tara
Handza have been the catalysts.
Things figure to get even better
when sophomore Stephanie
Slodyczka returns to the lineup. The
team’s No. 2 scorer and leading
rebounder as a freshman, Slodyczka
is coming back from a summer injury (torn ligaments). She hopes to
be back in the lineup for the county
and state tournaments.
The girls, who played Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on Tuesday, have a
huge home game tomorrow, when
Cranford returns from its West Coast
trip for a 7 p.m. game.
The 3-2 boys team brought a threegame win streak into Tuesday’s game
against Scotch Plains, following its
huge victory over previously unbeaten
St. Peter’s Prep in the final of the
Butch Kowal Tournament in Rahway.
The Blue Devils feature junior guards
Tom Bonard and Mike Venezia, one
of the most exciting backcourts in
years, maybe decades, along with big
men Josh Gerckens and Dan Pritsker,
and super-quick Terron Rogers. For
depth, there’s Terrell Shaw, Pete
Antonelli (who had 12 points in the
Kowal semifinals) and Santo Nardi.
Coach Kevin Everly appears to have
a solid eight-man rotation, with six
guys capable of double figures on any
night.
SOUP’S ON
Sunday is the birth date of two
legends. Elvis Presley would have
been 70 rockin’ years old. And guess
who turns 80? Soupy Sales!
For those of us who grew up with
the pie-throwing, cornball comedian
— and who still talk like White Fang
on occasion — that’s quite a telling
number. Remember when he told the
kids watching his TV show to go into
their dad’s wallet and pull out all the
pieces of paper with George
Washington’s face on them and mail
them in to Soupy? Good times, good
times.
TRIVIA ANSWER
The WHS boys basketball team
has had four straight winning seasons
three different times, the most recent
being from 1971-74. WHS had
records of 13-10, 25-2, 24-2, 13-11
under coaches Joe Coleman (1971)
and Neil Horne (’72-’74). WHS also
had four-year “win” streaks from
1962-65 (’62-’64 under John Lay,
’65 under Bob Sanislow), and 194750 under Gomer Lewis.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

Young & Lovely

Westfield

New Construction, top quality throughout. Twostory entry, inlaid hardwood floors in living room
and dining room. Granite countertops, large eatin area opening to family room/fireplace. 4 BRs,
3.1 Baths, near NYC transportation. Immediate
Occupancy. $915,000 (WSF0901)
This lovely young colonial, located on a quiet circle of homes, offers 8
rooms, 4 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths. The condition is pristine and all
the best amenities are included for your convenience. Spacious rooms
and open flow make a perfect setting for entertaining family and friends
for years to come. Offered at $849,000. WSF0953

For Immediate Response, Call:

BETTY LYNCH

Broker / Sales Associate

REVA BERGER

CELL: 908-419-5141

Broker / Sales Associate

bettlync@att.net

DIRECT LINE: 301-2005

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

E mail: revaberger@aol.com
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GANO, MINEO, GIANNACI WIN TITLES; OLSSON, 2ND

Raiders Claim 3 Champions
At John Goles Mat Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a thrilling dual meet showdown with Rahway, the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School wrestling team
competed at the John Goles Tournament at Warren Hills High School in
Washington on December 27 and finished seventh with 99 points, claiming three champions and a secondplace finish. There were no
wrestlebacks for third and fifth place.
Juniors Sal Gano (119-lbs) and Pat
Mineo (140-lbs) and senior Nick
Giannaci (189-lbs) won their respective weight classes while junior Ricky
Olsson (130-lbs) finished second.
“The best thing we did was to bring
Sal, Pat and Nick to Beast (of the
East),” stated Raider Head Coach John
Scholz.
Gano, seeded second, showed
Bramley of Sparta the lights in 1:15
then advanced to the finals with a 163, majority decision over Meola of
Edison. Gano then took on top-seeded
Millburn’s Ricky Chandler, who was
30-4 last year at 112-lbs, and grabbed
a 6-3 victory.
“Beating a quality kid from
Millburn was great. I’m very happy
with Sal,” said Scholz.
Olsson pinned Sweeney from West
Morris in 2:57 then advanced to the
finals with a 4-2 decision over second-seeded Eric Rice of Millburn. In
the finals, Top-seeded powerhouse,
J.C. Franco Bandiero of Edison, won
by fall in 3:44.
“Last year, we knew he was going
to get better,” Scholz said of Olsson.
“To beat the second seeded kid was
great. He handled the kid. Ricky is up
for any game.”
Mineo, seeded first, made quick
work of Graff from Warren Hills,
with a fall in 28 seconds. In the semis,
he won by 11-2 majority decision
over Swift from Edison then won a 51 battle with Delaware Valley’s Mike
Guenther to claim the title.
“Pat is just continuing,” said Scholz.
“It was a great semifinal match to get
him ready for the finals. Guenther
was a fine match for him. All the kids
pushed him. Pat needs these good
quality matches to get him ready for
the states.”
Giannaci, who was seeded second,
edged Jennings of Warren Hills, 4-3,
then nipped Kuntz of Central Dauphin, Pa., 2-1. In the finals, Giannaci
turned on the engines and pinned
Don DeGarmo of Newton in 4:22.
“Nick really looked good. He had

SCOTCH PLAINS

some good close matches and stepped
it up in the finals,” said Scholz.
TEAM TOTALS:
1. Delaware Valley (DV) 167, 2. Central
Dauphin, Pa. (CD) 142, 3. Edison (E)
133, 4. Warren Hills (WH) 132, 5. Millburn
(M) 115, 6. West Morris (WM) 108, 7.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 99, 8.
Sparta (S) 85.5, 9. Newton (N) 79.5, 10
Pope John (PJ) 43
CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Mike Franco Bandiero (E) md
Greg Pollock (M) 14-4
112: — Dan Kelly (DV) p Chris Cholish
(WM) 4:16
119: — Sal Gano (SPF) d Ricky Chandler (M) 6-3
125: — Kris Sigafoos (DV) d Sean Smith
(WH) 3-0

130: — J.C. Franco Bandiero (E) p Ricky
Olsson (SPF) 3:44
135: — Nick LaFevre (DV) p Kyle Eason
(CD) 0:20
140: — Pat Mineo (SPF) d Mike Guenther
(DV) 5-1
145: — Christian Mory (CD) p Noah
Levin (M) 5:10
152: — C.J. Inglin (DV) d Seth Podhoretz
(M) 3-2
160: — Jordan Less (M) p Josh Rothrock
(CD) 5:51
171: — Dave Richmond (WH) d Dillon
Landi (WM) 11-4
189: — Nick Giannaci (SPF) p Don
DeGarmo (N) 4:25
215: — Dave Sbriscia (WH) p Brandon
Dock (S) 2:18
Hwt: — Matt Cafaro (N) p Dan Walker (E)
1:18

BOYD (160-LB), WILLARD (171-LB) EACH GET FOURTH

Blue Devil MacKay Gets 3rd
At Panther Mat Invitational
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING AT THE PANTHER TOURNEY…Blue Devil Mark Boyd, top right,
lifts Frank Mamino of Howell off the mat en route to a takedown in the 160-lb bout
while Blue Devil Steve Cruikshank, below, endeavors to escape his West Milford
opponent in the 215-lb bout.

Open House: Sun. 1/8 12-4pm

$499,000

Pristine 3 bedroom, 2 bath Colonial built in the 1920’s and renovated in the late 1990’s. Situated on a tranquil
tree lined street, this home includes a large country kitchen w/den & adjacent laundry area, enhanced by
beautiful hardwood floors and new windows. Finished rec. room plus an office and workshop complete the
basement. Enjoy the wood-burning fireplace in the living room! DIR: Mountain Ave. to William St. #432
(052000653)

WESTFIELD

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REALLY WORKING OVER HIS OPPONENT…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, top, works on setting up an arm bar in his 125lb quarterfinal bout. MacKay recorded a fall in 3:41 and went on to place third.

Open House: Sun. 1/8 12-4pm

$1,275,000

Elegant Colonial built in 2003 by Needlepoint Homes. Spacious living and dining rooms with beautiful moldings,
fabulous upgraded kitchen and two and one half baths, four bedrooms, family room with stone fireplace, finished
basement, office, security and sprinkler systems, three car built-in garage, on quiet cul-de-sac. DIR: Prospect St. rt on
Madison #116 (052000539)

Westfield High School junior 125lb Colin MacKay had a fine day by
placing third in the Panther Invitational Wrestling Tournament held in
Roselle Park on December 30. Of the
remaining Blue Devils who entered
the tournament, junior Mark Boyd
(160-lbs) and senior Colin Willard
(171-lbs) each managed to place fourth.
The strong squad from Howell –
recent victors over perennial power
Phillipsburg – won the team title with
a total of 215.5 followed by the hosting Roselle Park Panthers at 133.5.
Hanover Park placed third with 126.5
points. Westfield, competing without
the services of senior Andrew Shaffer
(152-lbs) and freshman Ricardo
Johnson (140-lbs), finished with 44
team points.
Seeded fourth, MacKay finished
off Glenn Star of Hanover Park in
3:41 using a half nelson with an arm
bar. In the semifinals, he lost a close,
6-3, bout to Howell’s Justin Morello,
the eventual champion. MacKay rebounded in the third-place consolation bout to clamp Mickey McGrano
with a cradle – directly from the
takedown – in 1:23.
“Colin had a good day. He is definitely one of our bright spots,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.

WESTFIELD

“Even in his loss, he wrestled well. We
know he’s got the tools. When he puts
it all together, he’s really impressive
and he’s a lot of fun to coach. To place
third in a quality tournament like this
says a lot about his toughness.”
“I’m kind of excited. I was kind of
angry that I couldn’t make it to the
finals but I know I wrestled good,”
MacKay commented. “This is a hard
tournament. There were no bad kids
here. I didn’t give up! That’s the most
important thing!”
Boyd looked like dynamite in his
opening bout as he pried Roselle
Park’s Vinny Bonassisa to his back in
1:22 with a half nelson and an arm
bar. He wasn’t nearly as fortunate in
his semifinal bout with top-seeded
McPaul Ogbonna – weight class
champion – as he fell via fall. In the
bout for third, Boyd scored a single
leg takedown on Frank Mamino of
Howell but ended up losing an 11-3,
majority decision.
After a scoreless first period,
Willard rocked Hanover Park’s Anthony Del Viscovo to sleep in 2:13
with a cradle. After being defeated by
Pat Sheehan of Howell in the semis,
Willard took on Roselle Park’s Mike
Kurant and fell victim to a single
grapevine, chin hook fall in 4:36.
Senior Steve Cruikshank (215-lbs)
picked up a fifth place by pinning Bill

Open House: Sun. 1/8 12-4pm

Connolly of West Milford in 4:49
with an under hook, tight waist combination. Although not placing, Joe
Corea had a tough bout with
Morristown’s Mike Trippler but ended
up on the short end of a 13-9 decision.
TEAM TOTALS:
1. Howell (H) 215.5, 2. Roselle Park (RP)
133.5, 3. Hanover Park (HP) 126.5, 4.
Morristown (Mo) 94, 5. West Milford
(WM) 90, 6. Madison (Ma) 82, 7.
Piscataway (P) 57, 8 Westfield (W) 44
CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Joe Langel (H) tf Nick Bolio (Mo)
16-1, 4:30
112: — Cody Forbes (H) p Craig Montgomery (RP) 4:46
119: — C.J. Adams (P) d Jake Piccoli
(WM) 5-0
125: — Justin Morello (H) md Tyler Adam
(P) 13-4
130: — Dario Marcelli (HP) d Jim Bohn
(H) 10-5
135: — Frank Davis (Mo) d Nick Serritella
(HP) 5-2
140: — Mike Montgomery (RP) d Justin
Ryan (Mo) 6-5
145: — Tom Tuminelli (H) md Bill Stark
(WM) 9-0
152: — Bill Woodward (H) md Matt
Meuerkoof (HP) 9-0
160: — McPaul Ogbonna (HP) d Bill
Hutchinson (Ma) 8-1
171: — Kyle Caufmann (Ma) d Pat
Sheehan (H) 4-1
189: — Josh Barnhard (H) p Matt
Paladino (WM) 1:46
215: — Mike Bonfig (H) d Anthony
Weiland (RP) 13-6
Hwt: — Tom Ottaino (HP) d Warren Lisa
(H) 6-4

$559,000

Lovely home in the Jefferson School District. This home features updated main bath (2000), updated eat-in
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths, living room with hardwood floors and wood-burning fireplace, dining room,
family room. New landscaping, vinyl siding, CAC, entrance doors, furnace & roof are all 8 years young. DIR:
Rahway Ave. to Bell Dr. #16 (052000457)

MOUNTAINSIDE

Custom Center Hall Colonial

PRICE UPON REQUEST

A beautiful updated nine-room Center hall Colonial located in a park like setting. This custom home features spacious
living room with fireplace, formal dining room with built-ins & custom crown moldings. The eat-in kitchen features
custom Rutt cabinets, Jenn-aire, granite countertop, pantry & a bay window overlooking a beautifully landscaped yard
& large patio. New family room with cathedral ceiling & many new features too numerous to mention. (052000550)
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Blue Devils Muzzle Bulldogs
For Pepe Hoops Title, 52-30
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Lady Bulldogs disorganized while
the clever use of inside-outside scoring tactics knocked the Bulldogs out
of their defensive game plan. Miller
and El Kourey each poured in four
points. O’Leary, Cronen and Skorge
each tacked on two as the Blue Devils
tore up the net for a 26-4 lead after
two quarters. Sami Kennedy scored
the first bucket of the game for the
Bulldogs.
“They’re hungry, they’re on fire
and you can’t stop them at this point,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino at the halftime break. “They’re

ter to outscore the Blue Devils, 1411. Kuczynski pumped in two center
jumpers and added a 3-point jumper
to finish the quarter with nine points.
Miller put up four points, Infantino
sank a 3-pointer, Cronen dropped in a
lay-up and Handza rebounded a shot
and laid it in for two.
In the fourth quarter, with the effectiveness of the fast break and the
game well in hand, in came Charlotte
O’Leary, who rolled in lay-up then
Skorge cut through to make another
lay-up. Miller netted a 3-pointer and
sank a 2-pointer. El Kourey and

KOWAL HOOPS TOURNAMENT MVP…Blue Devil Tom Bonard, No. 3,
received Most Valuable Player honors at the John “Butch” Kowal Basketball
Tournament in Rahway.

FALL SOFTBALL CHAMPS…The DentalCare softball team, sponsored by
DentalCare Associates located at 567 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, recently won
the Union County Athletic Club Fall League at Rahway Park. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Neil Kaufman, Kirk Tarabokia, Frank Pepe, Al Larezza and
Pat Nigro; back row, Steve Brainard, Marty Marks, Damon Roth, Kevin Woodring,
Tony Spoto, Matt Walsh and Keith Gibbons. (Brian Dayton not pictured).

Devils Down Hawks in Semis,
Rip St. Peter’s for Hoops Title

WF Ice Hockey Assn. Sets
Dinner, Dance, Silent Auction

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

games I have been rebounding pretty
well,” said Gerckens after the J.P.
Stevens game.
The 3-2 Blue Devils revved their
engines immediately against the
Hawks to take a 28-7, first quarter
lead, led by Venezia with 10 points
and Terron Rogers who sank six of
his 10 points in the quarter. Bonard
also netted five points in the quarter.
Gerckens sank six points and Peter
Antonelli bucketed five of his 12
points in the 15-5 run that gave the
Blue Devils a 43-14 lead at halftime.
Junior Dan Pritzker and Gerckens
each scored five points to match the
Hawks in the 10-10, third quarter.
Afterwards, the five starters were
rested to get every Blue Devil into the
act. Antonelli banged in another 3pointer and Pritzker added two points,
as did Santo Nardi and Terrell Shaw.
The Hawks’ leading scorer in the

game was guard Ken Melford who
sank 17 points. Forward John Hacker
scored 10 points.
“The team comes first. We played a
team game. Nobody’s selfish. The
fact that everybody scored at least
eight or 10 points really helped our
victory today. Last game, I had eleven
rebounds and today I had double digits so, hopefully, I will continue this
in tomorrow’s game,” Gerckens said.
The team did continue and took an
18-6, first quarter lead against St.
Peter’s Prep. After a 24-14, halftime
lead, the Blue Devils outscored the
Prep boys, 32-21 to seal the victory.
Rogers, who scored four points
against Summit, finished with 13 in
the title game. Shaw had five points
against Summit and three against St.
Peter’s Prep.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
CHANGE OF MEETING DATE
In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of a meeting change. The regular
scheduled meeting for February 13, 2006
has been moved to:
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2006
The meeting will be held in Council
Chambers in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
Applications and plans to be considered
at this meeting will be on file in the office of
the Secretary of the Board of Adjustment,
959 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Westfield Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/5/06, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

J.P. Stevens
Westfield

7 7 10 23
28 15 10 13

47
66

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing October
26, 2005, granted approval for the withdrawal of an application for subdivision to
Chi Chung Lee and Fan Jen Lee for property at 54 Stewart Place, Fanwood, New
Jersey, being Block 48 and Lot 18.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Robert H. Kraus, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth
328 Park Avenue
PO Box 310
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076-0310
for
Mr. Chi Chung Lee
54 Stewart Place
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/5/06, The Times
Fee: $21.42

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOURNAMENT MVP…Blue Devil Erin Miller, No. 11, was named MVP of the
Joe Pepe/Larry Levee Holiday Tournament.

just going like a bunch of little pit
bulls. We’re just moving the ball
around and countering with whatever
they are showing us.”
The Bulldogs awakened from their
offensive hibernation in the third quar-

Blue Devil Cagers Jar
N. 13th St Tech, 65-29
North 13th St. Tech turned out to be
no contest for the Westfield High
School basketball girls who ran away
with a 65-29 victory in the first round
of the Joe Pepe/Larry Levee Tournament in Springfield on December 27.
The 4-1 Blue Devils had four girls
score in double figures, led by Erin
Miller who sank 13 points.
Miller also had six assists, four
rebounds and two steals. Katie Cronen
(6 rebounds, 2 steals) and Casey El
Kourey (3 assists, two rebounds, 2
steals) each fired in 12 points. Tara
Handza (1 rebound) put up 11 points
and Gab O’Leary netted nine points,
five assists, two steals and a rebound.
Danielle Infantino had five points,
five assists, two steals and a rebound,
while LeAnne Skorge had five rebounds and one point.
N. 13th St. Tech
Westfield

13 8 6 2
13 16 18 18

29
65

Handza added two points apiece.
“Last season was a growing season.
This year, we know each other rather
well off and on the court, so good
chemistry has been established,” said
team Co-Captain El Kourey. “We are
aware of what everyone’s strong points
are and we look for it on the floor. We
bring our ‘A’ game, play aggressive
and take it to the max. All of that has
solidified us as a strong team.”
Westfield
Jonathan Dayton

12 14 11 15
1 3 14 12

52
30

Lady Blue Devils Ice
Royal Cagers, 42-34
The Westfield High School girls
basketball team advanced to the finals
of the Joe Pepe Tournament by icing
Oak Knoll, 42-34, in Springfield on
Dacember 29. Erin Miller nailed three
3-pointers and finished with 18 points
to lead the 5-1 Blue Devils.
Casey El Kourey pulled 12 rebounds and scored seven points while
Danielle Infantino (6 points) and Katie
Cronen (3 points) each had seven
rebounds. Gab O’Leary (4 points, 4
rebounds) had eight assists and Tara
Handza had four points.
Oak Knoll
Westfield

4
14

7 17 6
3 11 14

34
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Westfield Ice Hockey Association
will be holding it’s first Dinner, Dance
and Silent Auction on January 28 at 7
p.m. at L’Affaire on Route 22 in
Mountainside.
“This event has been scheduled as
our key fundraising event of the year”,
stated Patrice Esposito the events
chairperson. “Westfield High
School’s student ice hockey players
have depended on the support of our
community ever since the program
began and we are hoping this event
will provide a new, fun way for individuals to continue to display that
support.”
The band “Dry Ice” will perform
during the evening’s festivities and a

JCC Announces
Aquatics Offerings
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey’s Aquatics Department
will present a variety of programs and
classes for the new year, all of which
are open to the community.
Offerings for current and prospective lifeguards include American Red
Cross (ARC) Lifeguard Training and
Certification; ARC Lifeguard Skills
Review; the ARC Guardstart program
and a CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) and AED (Automated External Defibrillation) Challenge.
Additionally, learn-to-swim classes
are available for every age and ability
level.
The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information on these courses, please
call Aquatics Director Rebecca Rivera
at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 219,
e-mail her at rrivera@jccnj.org or
visit the JCC website at jccnj.org.

buffet dinner as well as beer, wine
and soft drinks will be included in the
admission price of $75 per person.
“We have an exciting list of items
to be auctioned during the evening,”
added Esposito. “We will be auctioning a Caribbean cruise from MSC
Cruise Lines, Continental Airlines
first class tickets, Hotel stays, Original works of art, event tickets and a
wide variety of gift certificates and
goods from local merchants will taken
home by bidders on the 28th.”
A collection of authentic sports
memorabilia will also be offered at
auction during the evening by Signature Moments, Westfield’s local authority for anything a sports fan could
ever want to collect.

Cougar Icemen Chill
Blue Devils, 2-1
The Westfield High School ice
hockey team extended its four game
winless streak with another loss to
rival Cranford. The teams received
strong goaltending from their respective goalies and entered the third
period in a zero to zero deadlock.
The Blue Devils struck first with
a goal early in the period by sophomore Jimmy Bender. Even though
Westfield continued to receive quality play in goal from sophomore
Eric Zagorski, it was unable to
hold back the Cougars who responded with two goals and hung
on for a 2-1 victory.
It was the third and final scheduled meeting between the teams.
All three games were decided by
one goal.
Information contributed by Andrew Goldman

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

FANWOOD

$439,900

FANWOOD

$869,900

MOUNTAINSIDE

$440,000

Great location! Charming 3 Bedroom, 2 full bath home on a
desirable street. Offers an open floor plan, Eat-In Kitchen with
attached Family Room area and is in very close proximity to schools
and NYC transportation.

Spectacular Colonial Revival home offers 11 rooms, grand entry
hall, butler’s pantry, 3 fireplaces, leaded glass window, high ceilings,
au pair or in-law possibilities, Central Air Conditioning. Close to
town, school and NYC train.

Custom brick Ranch! Designed for one floor living, this 2 Bedroom,
1.5 bath home includes a Formal Living Room, Dining Room, den,
great flow and generous rooms. Convenient to NYC bus, town and
Echo Lake Park.

MOUNTAINSIDE

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

$635,000

A little bit of country! Beautifully decorated on nearly half an acre,
this updated home features a lovely Family Room and finished
basement, new roof, gas heat and Central Air Conditioning. A
lovely home inside and out.

$505,000

Charming Colonial! Wonderful 3 Bedroom, 2 bath home in the
Manor Park section of Westfield. Includes a newer roof, furnace,
siding, Living Room with fireplace and a full bath on 1st and 2nd
floors. Near town and train. A must see!

$799,900

This Center Hall Colonial offers 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Family
Room with fireplace, finished basement, Central Air Conditioning,
gas heat, hardwood floors and much more on 150’ x 100’ lot. Very
tranquil location. An absolute must see!

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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Terrill Middle School Announces
First Marking Period Honor Roll
SCOTCH PLAINS – Terrill Middle
School Principal Principal Jeanette
Baubles has announced the first marking period honor roll for the 20052006 school year. Terrill Middle
School recognizes student achievement every marking period at two
levels: Honor Roll and Distinguished
Honor Roll.
Grade 6- Distinguished
Meghan Allen
Jonathan Kerby
William Babis
Ezra Klein
Allison Begalman
Alyssa Laki
Elijahu Ben-Michael Jonathan Mahoney
Emma Budiansky
Jacqueline Mains
Teresa Cannone
Kelsey Mattimore
Lindsey Cianciotta
Casey Mcbride
Jacqueline Cirincione Brigid Mcgovern
Russell Davis
Varshini Narayanan
Rosalie Depaola
Emily Palmer
Madelyne Dhaliwal
Madhumita Parmar
Nicholas Donatelli
Emiddio Pelosi
Joseph Dunn
Daniel Pesin
Lauren Eckert
Kaitlin Picone
Destinee Edwards
Benjamin Ratner
Caitlin English
Miriam Reiserova
Kori Fleischman
Rula Saeed
Noelle Giacona
Avia Shadmi
Sara Heiden
Eli Silverstein
Ryan Henkels
Nicholas Stawicki
Brenda Ho
Sara Tepper
Evan Hodulik
Cynthia Timko
Stephanie Holmes
Heather Ullery
Ian Johnston
Marissa Visci
Priya Kamdar
Jaime Weisbrot
Sarah Ziegler

Grade 6Raphael Abella
Michala Allen
Robert Amberg
Donna Amore
Stephanie Beauvais
Paul Benovengo
Rohan Bhatt
Kelcy Bifani
Michael Caminiti
Zachary Carow
Kathryn Caruso
Patrick Cassidy
Alec Chabus
Ryan Coughlan
Grant Crandall
Michael Daly
Marty Davidson II
Joseph De Santis III
Samantha Diaz
Maria Diwane
Allison Durant
Robert Dyckman
Alexandra Ehrenthal
Melina Gaglias
Elizabeth Gallo
Jillian Gardner
Lauren Garland
Craig Gorbunoff
Paige Hammond
Justin Haas
Taylor Hoblitzell
Alexander Hoover
Jacquelyn Isola
Naomi Joseph
Courtney Kaadi
Melissa Keiser
Brett Kovacs
Ian Krieger
Hanaa Lakhani
Zachary Lenoff
Anthony Lettieri
Evan Lubranski

William Magnan
Max Mahler
Kaitlyn Majek
Bianca Marcazzo
Mitchell Marcus
Alex Markovits
Ryan Mckenna
Matthew Monroy
Daniel Nizolak
Cole Nowlin
Chioma Onwuanaegbule

Emma Pearson
Nicholas Poulios
Mark Prowe
Jane Rabinovich
Cassidy Reilly
Margot Rejaud
Richard Ricciardelli
Brandon Rodriguez
Danielle Rosenblatt
Annarita Rotondi
Valerie Rovner
Michael Sabony
Sallijean Saputo
Elizabeth Schiller
Seth Schlisserman
Angela Schnatter
Justin Scholar
Jennifer Schwarz
Victor Siret
Abigail Slaugh
Taylor Sprague
Tracy Staeudle
Daniel Stein
Sheila Strong
Tyler Terens
Erica Tropp
Nicole Turso
Julia Van Etten
Michael Vilarino
Melissa Wasser
Callum Wayman

Grade 7 Distinguished
Shannon Bell

Isabel Lopez
Jeffrey Marks
Kirsten Carbone
Jason Mazursky
Michael Chaia
Shannon Mcgovern
Emily Christiansen
Andrew Naugle
Zachary Cohen
Jonah Offitzer
Kyle Douglas
Alexander Parker
Christopher Gilman
Niveda Ponmudi
Amanda Ho
Christina Reiman
Julia Ingram
Avika Shah
Patrick Kelly
Peter Surace
Faiz Khan
Gabrielle Vacca
Ezra Klemow
Jessica Van Besien
Rebecca Kline
Andrew Vaslas
Alison Koransky
Amanda White
Jillian Leahy
Lauren Williams
Caresse Yan
Anastasia Bogdanovski

Grade 7
Eli Acosta
Christina Lewis
Betsy Appel
Haley Lindenberg
Laura Arasin
Taylor Marshall
Julia Babis
David Mcnally
Ellesse Bartosik
Jessica Moore
Emily Becker
Samuel More
Shreena Bhojani
Ryann Morrison
Kyle Birnbaum
Emily Nagourney
Timothy Bonacum Michael Napolitano
Joshua Brooks
Tyler Nguyen
Moussa Channaoui Chijioke Ohamadike
Rebecca Chavan
Michael Parada
Theresa Chrystal
Lydia Paradiso
Bret Coffey
Michael Pesin
Emily Cohen
Nicholas Petrow
Evan Cole
Annahelena Pimenta
Brittany D’AnnunzioJoelle Pisauro
Lane Darwin
Carrie Port
Jessica Digiacomo
Erica Randazzo
Rebecca Digiacomo Sean Reilly
Madeline Dillon
Sean Reilly
Patrick Dougher
Andrew Ricciardi
Juliane Durett
Michael Rizzo
Osazenoriu Ebose
Amanda Rodriguez
Jalynn Farmer
Melanie Rome
Gregory Favreau
Julia Root
Frederick Feller
Eve Rosenheck
Lawrence Rothweiler III
Caitlin Foley
Hayley Geller
Anthony Scalfaro
Justin Gonzales
Nicholas Sebolao
Jesse Haack
Nehal Selim
Zachary Harper
Jason Shaub
Kate Haveson
David Silk
Emily Horowitz
Emily Skaar
Victoria Ingato
Nicole Sultatos
Katharine Keane
James Sweeney
Michael Kitts
Charles Timko
Evelyn Klotz
Zachary Tussel
Megan Koederitz
Sebastian Valdes
Alexander Kostakos Georgeann Wallden
Rebecca Kreyer
Hollis Wang
Ryan Laguna
Jessica Yorkovich
James Leitner
Ariel Zaksenberg
Katie Levitt
Zachary Ziolkowski

Michael Baliatico
Lauren Belfer
Steven Bello
Steven Berkowitz
Marissa Berlant
Danielle Bernstein
Gary Binkiewicz
Jeremy Busch
Lauren Casserly
Daniel Chapman

Evan Levine
Morgan Maisel
Sara Mankoff
Daniel Mathan
Kyle Mattson
Mitchell Mcnamara

Indranath Chattopadhyay

Frank Mellana
Todd Morling
Sara Muoio
Timothy Nering
Amanda Nguyen

Matthew Ciabattari
Cyril Collantes
Devon Daly
Jacqueline Depew
Kathryn Dinizo
Luke Durett
Geri Flood

Alexis Pigna
Kethan Reddy
Andrea Redmount
Ryan Reeson
Alyssa Resnick
Dena Rice

Matthew O’Donnell

Christopher Fortunato

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

A Student’s Guide To
Surviving The Winter
By NEIL FITZPATRICK
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

The holidays are over and winter is
just two weeks young. For many citizens of Westfield (primarily the students), this time of year consists of
waking up before the sun rises, and
for some, going home just as it sets.
Despite the fact that daylight is of
little use in the consistently dismal
weather, the routine tends to be demoralizing. In addition to this, once
the excitement of those new presents
wear off in a few precious days, there
is little to count on to help get through
the long, cold months.
Consider also the constant threat of
burning one’s tongue with a hot liquid, and it is no wonder that many
people lack hope. For those who spend
this time of year hoping against hope
that the groundhog misses his shadow,
there are a few options to consider.
The first is hibernation. Though
never attempted by a human, following a few simple steps should ensure
success. Bears usually begin the 30
pounds per week until winter. For
lack of time, anyone deciding to go

Benefit Slated for
Mother With Cancer
UNION – The Joseph Nugent Sr.
Association of Union County will
hold a fundraiser to help defray medical costs for a 39-year-old local mother
of three with cancer and no health
insurance.
The young woman has already undergone surgery and will soon begin
radiation treatment, which will require isolation from her family to
decrease the chance of infection. She
will be unable to work for a long
period of time.
The benefit will be held on Sunday,
January 15, from 1 to 6 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus, located at 328
Union Avenue (off Morris Avenue) in
Elizabeth.
Continuous Irish and American music will be provided by The Willie
Lynch Showband, DJ Joe Colletti, St.
Columcille Pipe Band and the Union
County Police & Fire Pipes & Drums.
Tickets may be purchased at the door
for $20 per person, which includes
beer, wine and soda.
For information, call Kevin Dowling,
(732) 594-1763; Joyce Cahill, (732)
388-7382, or Carol Martin, (732) 8515109. Donations may also be sent to:
The Joseph Nugent Sr. Association, c/
o Kevin Dowling, 61 Country Club
Drive, Unit no. 2, Union, NJ 07083.

CLASSIFIEDS

Michael Riesenberg

Sarah Frier
Arthur Rose
Marc Fusillo
Alanna Salituro
Marc Gaglioti
Eddie Sangern
Toniann Gattozzi
Devon Sepe
Alexander Gonzalez
Stefani Silverman
Matthew Goor
Benjamin Smith
Andrew Gorbunoff
Victoria Spuler
Alexander Graham
Gregory Stein
Stephanie Groben
Margaux Streep
Taylor Guiffre
Sarah Strong
Erika Gutierrez
Laura Toffolo
Valeria Hernandez
Tracy Toffolo
Sarah Hoffman
David Van Wert
Robert Jastrzebski
Brian Walsh
Michelle Jenkelowitz
Emily Weinstock
Miles Joseph
Kevin Welch
Brian Kahn
Brandon Wheeler
Cassandra Zito

with this option should try and gain
about four hundred pounds as quickly
as possible, preferably eating only
raw salmon caught by hand and berries if necessary.
If this proves to be impossible,
three ribwiches from the WHS cafeteria should do the trick. Next, purchase a fur coat, a tube of crazy glue,
and apply where needed. Men with at
least as much hair as Robin Williams
may skip this step. Finally, find a
warm, dark place (a friend’s basement will do), curl up into the fetal
position and try to fall asleep.
If the first possibility fails, one may
also twiddle his or her thumbs. Simple,
yet fun, this activity should keep even
the most active minds occupied for
minutes at a time. To do it join the hands
loosely together, fingers interlocked,
with palms facing the body. After that,
move one thumb around the other in
tight circles. Do the same with the other
thumb and repeat. Done at varying
speeds, this game is not for the faint of
heart. Twiddling is also a two-player
game, but exceeding this limit or “circle
twiddling” is not recommended.
As a final resort, time travel may be
an option. Technically unachievable
as of the current date, it will no doubt
be commonplace in as little as a couple
hundred years. By this logic, it would
theoretically be possible to be visited
by a traveler coming from that period.
If this happened, one could steal
the visitor’s machine and go straight
to spring. The only difficult part of
the process would be attracting members of future generations. One would
need to either alter the course of
history, or create some other attraction worth seeing. For example, a
400-pound man covered in fur attempting to sleep through the winter. Once that was accomplished, the
only thing left would be to wait.
Thumb twiddling may again be useful here. With the aid of a heavy
blunt object, perhaps a clock for
added irony, obtaining the machine
would not be a problem.
This frigid time of year can be
physically and mentally difficult, and
with either some luck or stupidity
these suggestions will aid those who
have a particularly hard time getting
through it. Hopefully anyone who
enjoys the winter has already stopped
reading. It would be a shame to waste
precious time in the wonderful, temperate outdoors. As for the rest, may
that groundhog never again see its
shadow.

Open Sunday 1:00—4:00
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HOUSE FOR SALE

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Cranford, NJ, Split-Level in pristine
condition, 3 bdrms, 1 ½ bths, living,
dining, eat in kit, playrm, basement
& 1 car garage. Wood floors,
updated interior, scenic bkyrd w/
woods and creek alongside home.
Quiet dead-end street, walking
distance to top rated schools and
community swimming pool. Parks
located throughout town and
public trans. $580,000.00.
Call (908) 276-3762 or email
Antonio.Pataca@pseg.com.

WESTFIELD- 400 sq.ft.
very bright, many windows in
Professional Building in Town
Center. Reasonable.
(908) 789-8961
OFFICE FOR RENT

Executive Second floor suite
Furnished 800 SQ Ft $1600/mth
Utlities, Internet, Kitchen,
Shared Conf room, Reception,
Parking Included
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

VACATION RENTAL, STOWE, VT
Craig Fischbein

2 Bedroom, 2-1/2 Bath Condo
Available for Ski Season
Weekly or Monthly
(908) 232-3278

SP-F Student Spends
Summer Volunteering
SCOTCH PLAINS –Craig
Fischbein of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School participated in a World
Horizons International community
service trip, volunteering at Best
Friends Animal Sanctuary, the largest animal sanctuary in the United
States and Bryce Canyon National
Park during the summer of 2005.
As a member of a group of students
participating in a program with World
Horizons International, Craig contributed approximately 100 hours of
service to the sanctuary and the park.
At Best Friends, the students were
involved in direct care of many animals such as dogs, cats, rabbits and
horses, which have been brought to
the sanctuary after being abandoned
or abused by their owners. Volunteers
are needed to help care for the animals, train them and socialize with
them in preparation for the animals
being adopted into good homes.
Ten days were also spent helping with
seed collection and trail maintenance at
Bryce Canyon National Park while
camping in special sites open only to
volunteers or rangers. Best Friends Animal Sanctuary is located at Kanab, Utah
in red rock canyon country.

SP-F Alumni Honor
Girls Soccer Team
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Alumni
Association meeting will be held at
7:30 p.m. on January 17 in Room 101 at
the SP-F High School. The program for
the evening will focus on the Union
County champion SPFHS girls’ varsity
soccer team, with guest speaker Michele
Tobier, coach, and team captains Kelly
Rigano and Hallie Mintz. This is the
first county victory for the SPFHS girls’
varsity soccer. All are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be served.

CHILDCARE

Wanted P/T. Mon-Wed. Before
and After school. Supervision for
13-year-old girl wanted. Driver’s
license and references. Coll.
students welcome. English
speaking. (908) 233-9406
ENGLISH TUTOR

22 years experience. MA,
English, SAT, HFPA, AP
College essays
Call (908) 757-7138
SPANISH TUTOR

HS & college educated; fluency
w/ both English & Spanish, read,
write & speak for 18 years.
References available. Ages 7-18.
Westfield area. $50/hour.
Call John (908) 389-0269
HOUSE CLEANING

Will clean your house or office.
Experienced with references
available. Please call me!
(862) 849-3672 or (973) 277-5657
Neide
BEDROOM SET

7 pcs. Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser, mirror, chest & night
stand. New, still in mgf. box.
Value $4000 sell $1575.
(732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SET

OFFICE FOR RENT

Northside Westfield-Center of town,
Beautiful, Landmark Building, The
Roosevelt Suites. 850 sq ft, 7
windows, corner property, Furnished,
includes all utilities, Available
immediately. (908) 301-0301
HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
DRIVERS/ATTN: DEDICATED

Local Drivers:
Make the New Year...
a Better Year!
Deliver freight for a single,
dedicated customer within 300
miles of your home. Run steady
miles and choose your shift- day
and night positions available. Get
home 2 days each week and,
that’s not all ... you’ll average...
$1,000 per week, $52K per year!
Plus, receive weekly pay, great
bonus potential and a full benefits
package that includes medical,
dental, vision, prescription, life,
401k retirement and more! Paid
orientation is held weekly at a
service center near you-travel and
meals are provided.

1-800-723-0848
EOE. Subj to d/s. 6 mos Class A
exp req. Dump trailer exp. preferred

Pillow top. Brand new in plastic
with mfg. warranty,
sell Queen $125, King $175
Can Deliver. (732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM SET

Beautiful double pedestal table,
lighted hutch & buffet, 8 padded
chairs.
Still
in
boxes.
List $5200. sell $2395.
Can deliver. (732) 259-6690

SUPERBOWL
SUNDAY

Are you tired of watching the
game on your old 27” TV set?
Well we have just the answer.
Rent an Infocus LCD Projector and watch the game on a
LARGE screen!!!
Call for details -WestfieldAV.com
(732) 801-3200

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY 1/8, 1-4PM

Scotch Plains

$859,900

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY 1/8, 1-4PM

Scotch Plains

$2,500,000

One of 2 spacious 4 Bedroom 2 ½ bath Colonials
built by Custom Construction featuring an
Entrance Foyer leading to Living Room; Formal
Dining Room; gourmet EIK w/center island open
to large Family Room w/fireplace and sliders to
yard. Wonderful Master Suite includes a large
walk-in closet and full bath w/whirlpool tub.
Convenient to elementary school. WSF0922

Needlepoint Homes presents this regal residence
on two acres of property featuring five Bedrooms
and five and one half Baths. Master Bedroom
Suite with his and her walk-in closet, Bath and
Sitting Room. Each additional Bedroom has its
own private Bath and large custom closet. Sunken
Family Room and Gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with
attached octagonal Breakfast Room overlooking
terraced patio. WSF0169

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY 1/8, 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY 1/8, 1-4PM

Grade 8 Distinguished
Matthew Alfano
Jordan Bayroff
Alex Brass
Amelia Brause
Graceann Caramico
Bianca Chaves
Kevin Coughlan
Victoria Dalessandro

Diana De Vries
Alan Dlugosz
Lyndsey Douglas
Rebecca Dunn
Jessica Feldman
Zachary Flanzman
Kathryn Foley
Kelly Gajdzisz
Carly Goldner
Samantha Goldner
Samantha Henderson
Michael Henkels

Louis Mazzella, Jr
Delia Mcgee
Errin Mcgowan
Sruthi Narayanan
Katarina Nier
Daniel Nizri
Adam Offitzer
Chiemeka Onwuanaegbule
Dominique Osterman

Caitlin Hoynes-O’Connor

Neha Pannuri
Gina Pelosi
Lindsay Robinson
Jenna Romaine
Roger Romero
Kelsey Rossi
Laura Ruesch
Marissa Sacca
Carrie Salem
Jessica Schroder
Eliann Shadmi
Mackenzie Sizemore

Alexandra Joy
Lauren Steinbeck
Nicholas Thorneloe
Scott Keogh
Rebecca Krakora
Benjamin Ungar
David Kreps
Nicole Vacca
Lee Lenz
Erica Wise
Alyson Linsenberg
Albert Wu
John Maxwell
Alexander Zaller
Kelsey Zaller

Radiating elegance, this Cranford Center Hall Colonial envelops
you with a classic ambiance derived from hardwood floors,
moldings, archways & sun-catching windows. Entertain graciously in the living room with fireplace & formal dining room
with walk-in bay window. Warming your heat are lovely private
spaces including a family room and newer eat-in kitchen. The
master bedroom with side-by-side wall closets, main bath and
generous bedrooms craft a delightful second floor. Enhancing
this handsome setting is a marvelous backyard with deck a rec
room with built-ins and a picturesque cul-de-sac location. Presented for $649,500. Dir: Brookside to Orchard to Indian Spring
For additional information or your private tour call...

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
(908) 233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977 - 2004

Patrick Keenan

Mohammed Alzoobaee

Jennifer Kickenweitz

Katherine Arias

Jeffrey Kranz

$429,900

Immaculate 3 Bedroom Colonial featuring a
sunny enclosed front Porch; Expansive Living
Room; formal Dining Room and eat-in Kitchen.
Ample car or storage space in a detached 3-car
garage. This home has been meticulously
maintained and is ready for immediate
occupancy. WSF1060

Westfield

$350,000

Move In condition 2 Bedroom 1 bath Townhouse
conveniently located to Town and NYC
transportation. Featuring a Living Room; Dining
Area; Kitchen w/dishwasher; and basement for
storage. Updates include newer furnace. Ready
for immediate occupancy. WSF0972

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2003, 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Grade 8
Stephen Allen

Garwood

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/10/2006
and opened and read for:

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/26/2006
and opened and read for:

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/24/2006
and opened and read for:

Maintenance Long-Life Pavement Marking Contract, North - 2006
Various locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Moris,
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren
100% State
DP NO: 05464

Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract-2006 North Region
Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,
Union and Warren Counties
100% State
DP NO: 05433

Maintenance Bituminous Pavement Repair Contract, North - 2006
Various locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Moris,
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren
100% State
DP NO: 05470

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/22/05, 12/29/05 and 1/5/06, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/29/05, 1/5/06 and 1/12/06, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/29/05, 1/5/06 and 1/12/06, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/31/2006
and opened and read for:

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/31/2006
and opened and read for:

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/31/2006
and opened and read for:

Existing Drainage Ditches & Swales Restoration Contract North / Central 2006;
Various places in Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,
Union, Warren, Somerset, Hunterdon, and Middlesex.
100% State
DP NO: 05428

Existing Drainage Restoration and Repair Contract, North - 2006;
Various locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and
Warren Counties.
100% State
DP NO: 05427

Drainage Restoration Contract 2006 Region North;
Various Drainage Systems on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren Counties
100% State
DP NO: 05430

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/22/05, 12/29/05 and 1/5/06, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/22/05, 12/29/05 and 1/5/06, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclosure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/22/05, 12/29/05 and 1/5/06, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Goods & Services You Need!

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

HEATING
Scott Seib

Plumbing &Heating, Inc.
~Air Conditioning
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing
~Transmission
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

Serving Westfield & vicinity for 24 years
Specializing in replacing,
rebuilding & repairing steam
& hot water heating systems.

Lic. #6548
908-654-1818

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

Holidays
are Coming!
Make your reservations soon with
812

✭

✭

Professional Pet Sitting Service, LLC✭

✭

$10.00

off
your first
service

New
Clients
Only

For Your Very Important Pet!

J.C. Interior
Painting

PERFECT
PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING

“ Let Me Beautify Your Home”

Attention to detail
Wallpaper removal
Chair rail & crown molding
Wire shelving

1.877.4VIPPET / 908.755.2344

Call Jim Costantino

www.VIPVeryImportantPet.com

908-358-2836

RELAX, REFRESH, REJUVENATE

Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456
Gift Certificates Available
for the Holidays!
Andrea Mariani, MPA, CMT, NCTMB, CIMI

Tel.

908-472-5170

You’ll Love Coming Home To a Clean House

serenitytherapeuticmassage@msn.com
www.serenitytherapeuticmassage.net

We provide “top to bottom” thorough cleaning
Free in-home consultation and customized estimates
We offer weekly, alternate weekly, monthly or occasional service

$10 off your first visit

908-322-9989
We are fully bonded & insured

ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

www.mollymaid.com



also specializing in

New customers only

PREGNANCY & POST-NATAL
PARENT-INFANT MASSAGE
CLASSES

ABS Drywall
• Sheet Rock
• Spark Lining
• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling
• Metal Stud Framing

973-818-1366
AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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POPCORN™

Queen Of Arts

Munich: Of Massacre
And Retribution

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

(2005, $21.95), as well as “Getting
Started Making Wire Jewelry and
More” by Linda Chandler and Christine Ritchey (2005, $16.95).
Burnham’s book uses spectacular
photography and advice on tools,
stitches and tips to entice crafters to
create gems like the lustrous Coffee
& Cream earring and necklace set,
challenging Springtime Blossom
necklace, Pearl Lozenge necklace,
unique Pink Mussel Shell necklace,
and elegant Hearts Entwined necklace and ring.
While the layout of the Chandler/
Ritchey book is rather bland, the authors teach novice jewelry designers
how to make those popular chandelier earrings, as well as an exquisite
Bead & Pearl bracelet. Also, if you’ve
ever wondered about using seed beads
to embellish greeting cards, such inspirational projects are spotlighted.
This book is truly meant for a novice, teaching the difference between
tools, headpins, ear wires, and the
beader’s eternal conundrum – how to
thread beads with large holes. Bead
to your heart’s content!
Knitters will find their niche
through the pages of Interweave Press
Knitscene magazine (Interweave
Press, 2005, $7.99. Provoking articles
are paired with intriguing projects
like The Chanel Jacket, crochet circle
ring belt, and an afghan bursting with
crocheted flowers in “hot-house colors.” Also, I was fascinated by Véronik
Avery’s “Sweater Style” article,
which taught me some innovative
ways to incorporate knitted sweaters
into my wardrobe.
While there are times when the
advertisements blend too easily with
the articles and their accompanying
photographs, this affordable maga-

zine certainly has potential and should
be a welcome addition to the craft
section of your local bookstore.
Finally, there is something for every cook to nibble on in “Small Bites”
by Jennifer Joyce (DK Publishing,
2005, $20). So impressive that I purchased a copy of this book as a Christmas present for my aunt, “Small
Bites” details recipes you may have
never seen before, and will certainly
be encouraged to attempt.
Savor Ithaca Zucchini Cakes with
Dill Yogurt Sauce, Mushroom and
Chestnut Soup with Truffle Oil. At
your next dinner party, impress your
guests with Seared Cinnamon Duck
with Mango Chutney and Poppadom
and Goat Cheese Balls wrapped in an
eclectic blend of spices. Top it all off
with a sinfully decadent Chocolate
Frangelico Pudding.
You can always go to the gym tomorrow and work it off. These recipes will be well worth every second
spent in the kitchen preparing them
and every delectable forkful and
spoonful enjoying them.
* * * * * * *
The books featured in this column are
available at www.interweavepress.com,
www.dkpublishing.com, or your local
bookseller.

SP Author To Speak
About “First Ladies”
SCOTCH PLAINS –Feather
Schwartz Foster, a Scotch Plains resident, will be discussing her book entitled “LADIES: A Conjecture of
Personalities” at 2:30 p.m. on Monday, January 9, at the Westfield Area
Chapter of AARP. The group meets at
the Westfield Presbyterian Church. A
book signing will follow.
Ms. Foster has been an “amateur”
presidential historian for three decades.
Following a career in advertising and
having written a score of children’s
musical shows, she has decided to draw
on her thousand-volume personal presidential library and love of history by
penning “LADIES: A Conjecture….”
Her second novel, “Garfield’s Train”
was recently published and deals with
President James Garfield’s death in
Long Branch, in 1881.
The program is free of charge and
open to the public.

Scotch Plains Recreation
Department Events Calendar
by: Allison Halperin
ahalperin@scotchplainsnj.com
(908) 322-6700 ext. 221

Cuentos, (ages 6 to 8). This new
story-based class is designed for students who can already read. Children
will listen to stories, act them out, and
learn ideas. The class will be Tuesdays from 4 to 4:45 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club.
Maracas Aventuras (ages 3-5). This
flexible class for ages 3-5 will be held
Thursdays from 1:30 to 2:25 p.m. at
the Towne House.
Maracas Todo Sobre Mi (Ages 47). Students will create their own
books about themselves in this class
to be held Thursdays from 4 to 4:45
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country Club.
All classes begin the week of January 23 and run for six weeks. The cost
is $115 per person and $17 per person
per flex class.
Fun Dances, Ages 5 to 14. Scotch
Plains resident Assia Moran will teach
this new program. This class incorporates dance movements with instruction to music. Learn line dances and
circle dances. Classes will be held at
the Towne House in Green Forest
Park Saturday, January 21, through
March 4. There will not be a class on
February 18. Registration will be held
January 4 to 16. The fee is $35 per
person.
Advanced Robotics (ages 7-12).
Children will build and take home
their own robot. The class will be
held at the Scotch Hills Country Club
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday and
Tuesday, January 16 and 17. Registration is January 4 to 11 at a fee of
$115 per person.
Egyptian Dig (ages 6-11). Students
will Chip away at the clay to unearth
four timeless Egyptian treasures. The
dig will be held at the Scotch Hills
Country Club from 9 to 4 p.m. on
Friday, February 17. Registration at
$80 per child will be taken from
Wednesday, January 4, through Friday, February 10.
Mannerations (ages 4-7.) The class
teaches children about etiquette.
Classes will be held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club from 4 to 4:45
p.m. Tuesdays, February 16, 23,
March 2, and 9. Registration at $85
per person will take place January 4
to January 20.
Bowling (ages 5-14). This program will be held Mondays at 4 p.m.
at Linden Lanes Bowling Center on
North Stiles Street. Bowling begins
Monday, January 16, at $6 paid each
week at the bowling center. Participants must register at the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department by
January 13.
Bumper Bowling– Pre-K/Kindergarten. Held at Linden Lanes on
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. or noon.
See above for fees. The program
begins January 18.
Theater For Kids (K-5th). Each
participant is assigned a role, learn
lines, and work on basic acting techniques in this class. The final class is

show time. Parents are invited to
attend. Classes will held at the Towne
House on Saturdays, January 28
through April 8. There will be no
class on March 11.
Classes for 3rd to 5th graders will
be held from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
and 1 to 1:45 p.m. for k-2nd grade.
Registration is January 4 to February 24. The fee is $50 per person and
$55 per person for the K-2nd class.
Senior Aerobics. Session 1 will be
held Febuary 9, 14, 16, 23, 28 and
March 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23. Classes
are held Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the Towne
House in Green Forest Park. Class
size is limited. The fee is $5 for
residents and $10 for non-residents.
Registration begins January 4.
Reading Group With A Voice. Participants read or reread literature.
Everyone participates and then discusses what was read or sits back
and soaks in the opinions of others.
Classes will held at the Towne House
on Thursdays, January 26 to February 16, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Registration begins January 4. The cost is
$30 per person, which includes materials and refreshments.
Adult Beginner Dance. John
Russitano is teaching this program.
Programs are: week 1, Cha Cha/
Foxtrot; week 2, Salsa/Rumba; week
3, and Swing/Salsa, week 4, Hustle/
Tango, and week 4, Swing/Waltz,
Classes are held 7 to 8:30 p.m. at a
cost of $50 per person from Wednesday, January 25, to Wednesday, February 15, at the Towne House.
Adult Intermediate Dance. John
Russitano will also be teaching this
dance program. Class members will
learn four dances. Classes are at the
Towne House. Programs are: week
1, Swing/Salsa; week 2, Foxtrot/
Waltz; week 3, Cha Cha/Hustle, and
week 4, Rumba/Tango. Class times
are 6 to 7 p.m. or 7 to 8 p.m. The fee
is $50 per person and registration
and begins January 4.
Line Dancing. Sandy and Lou
Smehil teach this class. The line
dance class will now take place on
Mondays from 10 to 11 a.m.
Classes are at the Towne House in
Green Forest Park and run from
January 23 to March 27. There is
no class on Monday, February 20.
Fees are $15 for residents and $20
for non-residents. Registration begins January 4.
Adult Self Defense taught by Sensei
Alan. Learn basic self-defense techniques in this class. A minimum of
10 people are needed for the class.
Classes are on Tuesdays from 6 to 7
p.m. from January 24 to March 28 at
the Towne House. Registration is
$50 and begins January 4.

See It In Color On
www.goleader.com
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & ½ popcorns

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAN’T BE LOVE...Lauren Palmeri, Jaclyn Ingoglia and Lindsay-Rose Sinclair
pose after singing “This Can’t Be Love” from The Boys from Syracuse.

WYACT Celebration Assists
Hurricane Victims In Gulf
By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative Theatre, Inc.
(WYACT) presented “Richard Rogers
– A Celebration of His Music” on
Friday, December 30 at the First Baptist Church. A group of performers
sang and danced to 21 of Rogers’
most well known pieces, which include lyrics by Lorenz Hart and Oscar Hammerstein II.
All net proceeds from the event
were donated to the Gulf Coast Hurricane Relief Initiative via the Salvation Army. Major Chuck Kelly, liaison to the Salvation Army, was at the
two performances to support WYACT.
The performances had no budget;
everything was put together by the
kindness of volunteers and donated
goods. “It was tough, but it has to
continue. We can’t forget about these
people,” said Director Cynthia Meryl.
The songs were divided up into two
acts with a 15-minute intermission
between them. During the intermission, holiday treats were sold to benefit the hurricane relief. A flute quartet consisting of Jenny Cline, Flora
Alexander, Danielle Partenope and
Michael Weinberg entertained audience members in the lobby.
A band, including Anthony
O’Connor (percussion), Tim
O’Connor (bass) and Thomas
Langmaack and Joanna Gibson (piano), accompanied the performers.
Throughout the night, various members of the cast informed the audience of the history of Richard Rogers’
music and musical theatre. Songs and
dialogue from Oklahoma!, State Fair,
Babes in Arms, The Boys from Syracuse, Pal Joey, The King and I, South
Pacific, Cinderella, The Sound of
Music and Carousel were performed.

Some of the highlights of the
evening included a very animated
performance of “Shall We Dance”
from The King and I by Ms. Meryl
and Okieriete Onaodowan. The two
wore costumes and acted out the dialogue that occurred before and after
the song. Their dancing was so lively
that the audience urged them to continue by clapping to the beat.
A performance by Jaclyn Ingoglia,
Lauren Palmeri and Lindsay-Rose
Sinclair of “This Can’t be Love” from
The Boys from Syracuse and the romantic “I Have Dreamed” from The
King and I sung by Lauren Palmeri
and Alexander Diaz were audience
also audience favorites. The finale,
“You’ll Never Walk Alone” from
Carousel was a moving ending to a
wonderful evening.
The energetic and entertaining performances were sung by Sean
Willkens, Lindsay-Rose Sinclair,
Patsy Palma, Lauren Palmeri, Jaclyn
Ingoglia, Alexander Diaz, Okieriete
Onaodowan, Catherine Downey,
Daniel Maran, Jeremy Busch, Ellie
Tanji, Maggie Tanji, Haniyyah
Chapman and Olivia Ryan. Director
Cynthia Meryl also performed several songs.
For the two shows combined, 200
tickets were sold and a total of $4300
was raised from ticket sales and business donations for hurricane relief.
This money will go directly to the
Atlanta headquarters of the initiative.
“I think the kids did a great job and
the people who attended had a great
time. They worked very hard. I felt
very proud of them because they gave
so much of their time,” said Ms. Meryl.
Beginning July 14, WYACT will
be presenting nine performances of
Ragtime at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark.

Red Cross Reveals Schedule
Of January CPR Courses
AREA – The Tri-County Chapter
of the American Red Cross, which
serves 22 area communities including Fanwood, Scotch Plains and
Garwood, has announced its schedule of Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) courses to be held during
January.
Adult CPR, Child CPR, Infant
CPR and First Aid will take place on
Saturday, January 7, from 8:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m. at the American Red Cross
Office at 16 Jefferson Avenue in
Elizabeth. Some or all portions of
the course may be taken.
On Monday, January 9, Adult CPR,
AED and Standard First Aid will be
held from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
16 Jefferson Avenue office. Some or
all portions of the course may be
taken.
CPR/AED for the Professional
Rescuer is scheduled for Saturday,
January 14, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
the American Red Cross office at
332 West Front Street in Plainfield.
Adult CPR, Child CPR, Infant
CPR and First Aid will be featured
on Saturday, January 21, from 8:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. at the 332 West Front
Street office. Some or all portions of
the course may be taken.
A course entitled RCP mâs
Primeros Auxilios is scheduled for
Saturday, January 21, from 8:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m. at the 332 West Front Street
office.
CPR/AED for the Professional
Rescuer will be held on Saturday,
January 28, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
the 16 Jefferson Avenue location.

Single Parent Families
Invited For Pizza Night
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will offer a special event for
single parent families on Friday, January 6, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
“Y”’s new East Broad Street Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
Participants will have an opportunity to socialize while eating pizza
and then do a craft project. Those
wishing to play basketball in the gymnasium are asked to bring a ball.
Anyone who brings a family that
has never been to the “Y”’s Single
Parent Family Group may attend for
free, along with the family they have
brought. For all others, the fee is $5
per family.
Responses are requested so the right
amount of pizza can be ordered. For
more information or to respond,
please e-mail Jill Brown at
Jill.Brown1@comcast.net or call
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 415.

To register or for more information about any of these courses, individuals may call (908) 756-6414,
extension no. 10.

Flu Clinic Scheduled
In Westfield Monday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Regional Health Department will conduct a flu clinic on Monday, January
9, at 2 p.m. in the Westfield Municipal Building Council Chambers, located at 425 East Broad Street.
This clinic is open to residents of
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield and Westfield. As vaccine supplies permit, the clinic also
will be open to individuals who are
business owners within the communities served by this department.
The vaccine will be distributed on
a first-come, first-served basis. Medicare eligible individuals are asked to
bring their card with them.

Superintendent To
Discuss Enrollment
WESTFIELD – Westfield Superintendent of Schools William
Foley will present information on
enrollment imbalances in the
Westfield public schools at five
elementary schools in January.
Parents will have the opportunity to complete a questionnaire
for Dr. Foley that evening. Parents
of current elementary children
enrolled in the Westfield public
schools as well as parents of preschool children will find the information of particular interest since
the presentation will address enrollment projections through 2010.
Dr. Foley’s presentations will
be held: January 9 at 7 p.m. at
Tamaques School, January 17 at
8:45 a.m. at McKinley School,
January 19 at 2:15 p.m. at Franklin
School, January 19 at 7 p.m. at
Jefferson School, January 19 at
8:15 p.m. at Wilson School
Enrollment information is also
available
on
www.westfieldnjk12.org by clicking onto the superintendent’s web
pages. The superintendent’s summary of the November 1 and 15
board of education meetings,
which focused on enrollment, can
be found on his synopsis link.
Information about the citizens
advisory committee on enrollment
is accessible from the district
homepage as well as the
superintendent’s site.

O.K. So everyone’s a film critic.
You get used to it. But this lunacy
takes the cake. Black September mastermind Mohammed Daoud is miffed.
Although he still hasn’t seen Munich,
Steven Spielberg’s film about Israel’s
retaliation against the PLO terrorists
who cold-bloodedly killed 11 Israeli
athletes at the Olympic Village in
1972, he contends that the account
takes the Israeli side.
Ostensibly the chief architect of
the massacre, on the lam ever since
the slaughter, he recently paused to
tell Reuter’s that he should have received equal time…that Spielberg
“failed to consult” with him. The news
story reads like something out of
“Believe it or Not.”
Odd thing is, it’s probably an apt
entrée to the overwhelmingly paradoxical events with which Mr.
Spielberg’s sensational movie is concerned. So get ready to scratch your
head in bewilderment and frustration.
On the plus side, you won’t be
messing your do for want of a studious and informed opinion of what
ails humankind, circa 2006. Spielberg
provides that. His thoughtful, superbly directed thesis is startling, action packed and disturbing.
It’s been said ad nauseam since 9/
11, and here it is again. The all
wrapped up in a bow, happy solution
to the world’s quandaries is no longer
the standard fare coming out of Hollywood. Even our comedies seem to
hold back, possess an edge, or are
reluctant to jest wholeheartedly.
We now seek another sort of movie,
one with answers. And if not answers, at least assuagement. Like
Syriana (2005), Steven Gaghan’s searing muckrake of the oil industry, only
much better, Munich anguishes to
make sense of the terror that challenges civilization.
Earning top honors via his personalization of the horrors that constitute
international derring-do is Eric Bana.
He is Avner Kauffman, the Mossad
agent who heads one of several hit
squads sent out by Israel to liquidate
the eleven men considered most responsible for the tragedy in Munich.
It’s quite a performance, replete
with bravery, honor, self-doubt and
even the kind of gallows humor quip
that men of destiny are known to utter
when things look darkest. But what
makes it most powerful is Bana’s
ability to convince us that Avner is an
everyday guy, the common man tossed
into uncommon circumstances.
To create a semi-documentary,
1970s look, Spielberg takes some of
the gloss off the celluloid through a
technique known as skip bleaching.
But more important to his goal, he
casts experienced but not readily recognizable actors in the key roles.
Hence, each of Avner’s assigned
henchmen, aside from being an expert in a field that will aid the mis-

Westfield

sion, is credible as an everyman, a
citizen functioning out of a sense of
patriotism, duty and right.
Munich keeps the duplicity, the intricacy and the ambiguity going like
gangbusters. For despite what detractors and apologists for the film might
contend, it isn’t first and foremost
about who is right or wrong. But
rather, about the insane ball of confusion that confounds, decimates and
disennobles us.
Indeed, justification is given for
ultimately placing the Israelis on
higher moral ground. But in doing so,
the movie also bemoans the endless
action-reaction of today’s turbulent
political climate. All of which can’t
help but recall the portentous wit of
Walt Kelly, who, in his Pogo comic
strip, memorably opined that “We
have met the enemy and he is us.”
Calling his work a prayer for peace,
Spielberg offers no answers per se,
only introspection and questions. But
here’s the thing. In lesser civilizations, those inquiries are swept under
the carpet. So it is written, and that’s
that.
Therein lies the difference. And
therefore it doesn’t hurt to hope that
the mind-boggling puzzle posed by
Munich winds up making all the difference in the world.
*******
Munich, rated R, is a Universal
Pictures release directed by Steven
Spielberg and stars Eric Bana, Ayelet
Zorer and Geoffrey Rush. Running
time: 164 minutes

Full Count Big Band To
Appear At YWHA
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Section and the YM-YWHA of Union
County invite the community to its
fourth annual Swing Dance at the
Union “Y” on Sunday, January 22,
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. The snow date
is one week later on January 29. In the
event of inclement weather, call the
“Y” at (908) 289-8112
This free event is open to all for
dancing or listening pleasure. The
featured band is the Full Count Big
Band directed by Kenneth Fink. It is
an 18-piece contemporary big band
consisting of five saxes, four trombones, four trumpets and the ensemble
is completed with a piano, synthesizer, bass, drums and guitar.
The styles of play include Duke
Ellington, Count Basie, Stan Kenton,
Buddy Rich and Woody Herman. A
vocalist will enhance the classic big
band sound.
This is the fourth year that NCJW,
Union County Section and the “Y”
have co-sponsored this Swing Dance
The “Y” is a handicapped accessible facility with seating and adequate parking. It is located at
501Green Lane, Union. For directions, call the “Y” at (908) 289-8112.
For pictures of Full Count, go to http:/
/westfieldnj.com/fullcount/

Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

Doodler Art Classes This class, for
children 18 to 36 months, will be held
from 9:15 to 10 a.m on Wednesdays
from January 18 until March 8. The
Mini-Doodlers class, for ages three
to five, will be offered from 10:15 to
11 a.m. on those same days. The fee
is $98 per person.
Kids On Canvas art class for grades
1 to 6 will be held from 4 to 4:45 p.m.
and for ages 3 to 5 from 3 to 3:45 p.m.
Both classes will be held on Mondays, January 33 to February 13. The
$85 fee includes all materials including canvas board, paper and acrylics.
Karate (Ages 5-7): Held for 10
weeks on Thursdays from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m starting on February 2 and
ending on April 6, or on Saturdays
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. starting on
February 4 and running until April 8.
The cost is $20.
Field Hockey Indoor Clinics: (5th8th Grade) Held on Mondays Febuary
27 to March 20 from 3:30-4:30 p.m.
for seventh and eighth grades and
4:30-5:30 p.m. for fifth and sixth
grades. The cost is $20.
Bowling League (Ages Pre KTeens): This 12-week program will
be held on Mondays beginning January 16 at 3:50 p.m. at Linden Lanes for
all children ages five to 14. Children
ages five to seven will bowl in a special bumper division. An additional
bumper program is available to kindergarten and pre-kindergarten children and mothers on Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. This program
will begin Wednesday, January 11.
Lift Tickets: Purchase lift tickets at
discount prices to many of the areas
most popular ski slopes. Call for details.
Daddy-Daughter Dance (first to
fifth grades) Mark your calendar for
our annual dance to be held on Friday, March 10 at L’Affaire from
6:30-9:30 p.m. The cost is $40/per
person. Register now.
Manners Class (Ages 4-7): This
program teaches children about etiquette and how it should be practiced
in today’s world in a fun, interactive
manner. Hosted by Patty Manning of
“Mannerations.” Offered 3:45 to 4:30
p.m. on Wednesdays, February 15
through March 1. The cost is $83. It

will be held in the Municipal Building Community Room.
Mommy & Me Fitness/Play Class:
(Ages two to five) Children along
with their parent or caretaker will be
introduced to yoga, movement, dancing, and musical play on Fridays from
January 20 until March 10 from 9:3010:30 a.m. The fee is $55.
Sports Squirts: (Ages 3-5) Mondays starting April 24 until June 5
from from 9:45-10:45 a.m. or 12-1
p.m. The fee is $99.
Strollersize/Fitness: (For mom and
baby) Held in Tamaques Park Wednesdays from 9:30-10:30 a.m. starting
on April 26 until June 28. The cost is
$55.
Multi-Sports Spring Break Indoor
Camp: (Ages 5-14) Is held from April
10 until April 13 from 9 a.m.-1p.m.
The fee is $125.
Total Body-Works: This 60-minute
class involves an invigorating warm up
to get hearts pumping, then moves into
toning exercises using light weights.
All levels are welcome. Classes will be
held Tuesdays from 9:20 to 10:20 a.m.,
January 3 through March 7. The cost is
$65 and the program will be offered in
the Community Room.
Tennis: (Ages 3-Adult) This course
is a five-week spring tennis program
from May 9 until June 8 for begineer
to intermediate levels. A separate registration form is required.
The Teen Center is open on most
Friday evenings during the school
year between 7 and 11 p.m. for all
Westfield High School students. The
center features pool tables, ping-pong
tables, air hockey, video games, large
TV, VCR, stereo system, vending
machines and more. Student I.D. is
required.
The Night Place program is held
throughout the school year on select
Friday evenings and is open to all
sixth, seventh and eighth grade
Westfield residents for a nominal fee.
The program is held from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School.
Featured activities include a live DJ
with dancing, movies, passive games,
basketball, refreshments and more. The
cost is $2 in advance and $3 at the door.
The remaining dates are January 13,
February 3, March 31 and May 12.

Page 16

Thursday, January 5, 2006

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Get Outta’
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five Shine in Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s New Year’s Eve Gala
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VISUAL REPRESENTATION...A visitor admires artwork at the newly renovated Visual Arts Center of New Jersey in Summit.

Renovated Arts Center
Begins Winter Season
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The tools have all been
put away, the walls are back in place
and wonderful pieces of art are back
on display.
After nearly two years of carpentry
and masonry work, the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey (VACNJ) in
Summit is rushing full steam ahead
into its 2006 Winter Season.
Ground was broken at 68 Elm Street
for the renovations, which are part of
the Access to Art Campaign, during the
spring of 2004. The new construction,
estimated to cost $5 million, nearly
doubles the previous size of the art
center, and provides room for the studio
art school to expand into nine studios.
One of the new studios is a digital
media studio. Here students receive
instruction in digital photography and
learn how to digitally repair and retouch damaged photographs using
special techniques.
Other workshops offered in the digital media studio include website design and creating archival prints.
One of the goals of the access to art
renovations was to provide more space
in order to serve more students. To
this end, the renovations added new
studios for printmaking and papermaking, photography, jewelry, sculpture and ceramics. A flexible studio
for an artist in residence was also

added. Previously, many of these artistic disciplines shared a studio.
“The Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey has never before been able to
positively impact so many lives,” Eric
Pryor, president of VACNJ, said.
Additional meeting rooms, expanded office and archival space, increased parking facilities and an improved ventilation system were also
part of the renovation.
Perhaps the crowning glory of the
Access to Art reconstruction is the
expanded gallery area. VACNJ now
boasts a two-story 17-foot-high ceiling main gallery, which will allow for
exhibits of an unusually large scale.
VACNJ is currently exhibiting
“First Look 2006: Emerging Artists
Series” which spotlights five MFA
students who are candidates for graduation in 2006. The show runs until
February 3.
On February 17, VACNJ will
present the 20th International Juried
Show, followed by “Among the Trees”
on April 7 and the annual Members
Show and Sale, which opens on June
16.
In addition, VACNJ will be offering an array of winter classes and
workshops beginning January 9.
For more information on present and
upcoming exhibits or classes and workshops, contact VACNJ at (908) 2739121 or online at www.artscenternj.org.

Qu
uee en of Ar
Artt s
Poncho Mania, Frangelico Pudding,
And Pink Mussel Shell Necklaces
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The colder the weather becomes,
the more crafters and cooks are compelled to cozy by the fire and try a
new project or gather in the kitchen to
experiment with a challenging recipe.
Stroll into any department store or
boutique and you will find racks filled
with the hottest handcrafted ponchos
and shrugs. But, Pam Allen and Ann
Budd teach you how to make your
own stylish and comfy treasures in
“Wrap Style: Innovative to Traditional: 24 Inspirational Shawls, Ponchos, and Capelets to Knit and Crochet” (Interweave Press, 2005,
$21.95).
Helpful diagrams, glossaries, stitch
guides and a “design notebook” provide knitters and crocheters with
abundant assistance to make the colorful and elegant Tapestry Garden
capelet, eye-catching and opulent
Cashmere Crossing stole and the everso-stylish Enchanté wrap. You’ll be

WESTFIELD – On New Year’s
Eve, the Westfield Symphony Orchestra showed those in attendance that
you don’t need to drink champagne to
become intoxicated. With blockbuster
musical numbers featuring four veteran Broadway performers, the WSO
got the audience feeling just fine with
Broadway’s bubbly vintage songs.
Billed as “The Guys and Dolls of
Broadway, a Celebration of the
Golden Age of the American Musical,” WSO’s special night started with
its own version of fireworks:
“Wilkommen”, the opening number
from Kander and Ebb’s “Cabaret.”
For some people, familiarity may
breed contempt, but this popular selection, which featured tenor Keith
Buterbaugh, welcomed the audience
royally. The other three vocalists —
Sandy Binion, mezzo-soprano,
Charles Bergell, baritone and Rita
Harvey, soprano, joined him, foreshadowing the vocal treats to come.
Musical Director David Wroe’s
baton set an exuberant pace that
alerted the packed Westfield High
School audience that they were in for
an upbeat night.
The full house greeted Mr. Wroe
with audible delight. After all, the
crowd is used to expecting grandeur
and quality from him and the orchestra. And that’s precisely what they
got.
Maestro Wroe interwove snippets
of American Musical Theater history
in between the numbers, some of
which were classics. Lesser known
shows such as “70, Girls, 70”,
“Roberta” and “Very Warm for May”
produced recognizable tunes.
“Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” seemed
to be an audience favorite. Mr.
Bergell’s rich, comfortable baritone
voice caressed each phrase. A gorgeous sounding string section supported his interpretation with poignancy and melancholy.
Mr. Wroe surprised all in attendance when he mentioned that
“Smoke…” was originally written for
Jerome Kern’s “Roberta” as a tap
number. The director even mimicked
a hoofer’s steps to help the audience
visualize a jazzed up, double time
rendition.
“My Fair Lady,” a perennial favorite, delivered the anticipated sparkle
and verve in, “I Could Have Danced
All Night.” Ms. Harvey’s Waterford
crystal-clear voice bubbled with effervescence and coupled well with
Ms. Binion’s mellow, mezzo-soprano
tones. Playful flute accompaniment
rightfully rushed the tempo to a crescendo that produced goose bumps
all around.
Rogers and Hart’s “There’s a Small

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Maestro David Wroe takes his rightful spot in center stage at the conclusion of the
New Year’s Eve gala. Mr. Wroe was the unnamed fifth soloist of the night with his
physicality, facial expressions and energetic personality.

Hotel” presented a softer, more intimate feel when Ms. Harvey and Mr.
Buterbaugh brought tenderness to the
vocals while the orchestra echoed the
touching, romantic moment.
The brass section had their work
cut out for them in Kander and Ebbs’
“Coffee in a Cardboard Cup.” As the
girls spat out tongue tripping lyrics,
the accelerated tempo provided a
romp for the orchestra.
During intermission, old acquaintances were renewed as neighbors
and friends flooded the auditorium’s
aisles and lobby in wishing each other
a Happy New Year.
Although the night featured the
WSO and the four vocalists, a fifth
individual performer must be lauded:
the musical director himself. Watching the interplay between he and his
musicians was mesmerizing.
As he coordinated the vocalists’ cut
offs and entrances, he nodded his loving approval of their embellishments
and efforts. Mr. Wroe’s synergy with
this group of professionals doesn’t
seem to be cut and dry. We can see how
he loves what he is doing as he prompts
the best from each part of the musical
mosaic, which covered the listeners
like a cozy, homemade afghan.
Highlights of the second act include “September Song” where the
director, soloist and instruments became one living organism. Mr. Wroe
embraced each individual component
to blend the orchestra’s sounds. The
hauntingly beautiful melody sung by
Mr. Bergell was punctuated with concertmaster Byung-Kook Kwak’s perfect violin.
My personal favorite selection of

the talk of the town and you will be
asked by admiring passersby, “Where
did you get that poncho?”
Interweave Press has also published
Stephanie Burnham’s “100 Beaded
Jewelry Designs: Easy-to-bead necklaces, bracelets, brooches, and more”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey
James S.Little–Director

Johann Sebastian Bach

PLAY ON…Contest sponsor and Linden writer Bill Mesce, Jr. congratulates
2005 first prizewinner Jake Brandman of Westfield. January 31 is the submission
deadline for the Young Playwrights Competition for New Jersey High School
Students. The contest is open to students in New Jersey in grades nine through 12.
Scripts at any stage of completion are eligible. There is a $5 entry fee. For more
information, call (908) 659-5189.

Magnificat

Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach

Magnificat

Stars of Tomorrow
Performing Arts Camp, Cranford

Soprano-Ellen Goff Entriken Alto-Luthien Brackett
Tenor-Matthew Hughes Bass-Dale Livingston

CAS Chorus & Orchestra
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2006 – 8:00 P.M.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN WESTFIELD
Mountain Avenue at Broad Street
/ $15 Students, Seniors or Subscription
Tickets Available at the Door and at
Lancaster, Ltd., 76 Elm St., Westfield, NJ.
For Information Call: 908-654-5737
Wheelchair Accessible

$20

NEW JERSEY
STATE COUNCIL
ON THE ARTS

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

An exciting summer theatre program offering campers classes
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in a warm
supportive, and fun environment. Taught by professionals!

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 8, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Cranford United Methodist Church

Programs for Campers ages 3 – HS

Be a Star, Shine With Us!!
www.StarzOfTomorrow.com / 908-276-5053

the evening was Sandy Binion’s delectable, “As Long as He Needs Me”
from “Oliver.” The impressive low,
rich tones of her whipped cream voice
were showcased and complemented
by impressive flute and oboe support.
During the key modulation, the orchestra swelled to produce a sound
like 100 pieces.
Another gem, this time from
Gershwin, “Slap that Bass” spotlighted stellar bassist Vincent Carano
who really knows how to make music. His subtle touch yet rhythmic
exuberance turned the song into a
memorable performance.
Later, ethereal moments delighted
all with Ms. Harvey, Mr. Buterbaugh
and ensemble in “All the Things You
Are.” Again, Ms. Harvey’s magnificent voice warmed the audience on
the chilly December 31 night.

The Velveteen Rabbit will be performed at Luna Stage Company in
Montclair from January 7 through
the 21. For young audiences, this is
the story of how a young boy’s toy
rabbit becomes real, while teaching
lessons about friendship, the value of
longevity in relationships and the
importance of giving and receiving
love. Reserve your seats, at $14 each,
by calling (973) 744-3309.
*******
On Friday, January 6 at 8 p.m., The
Paul Winter Consort will perform a
single show at the Community Theatre in Morristown. It is the Consort’s
traditional celebration of the Winter
Solstice. Tickets are $30 - $40, and
you can order them online at
www.communitytheatrenj.org, or by
calling (973) 539-8008. There are
plenty of great places for dinner or
dessert and drinks nearby.
*******
If realistic visual art intrigues you,
be sure to get to the Arts Guild of
Rahway for A Separate Reality. The
show will feature 11 artists, and will
run from January 11 through February 10. The opening reception will be
held on Sunday, January 15, from 1 –
4 p.m. The Guild is located at 1670
Irving Street. Admission is free.
*******
On Sunday, January 8 at 3 p.m., the
Baroque Orchestra of North Jersey
will perform at Grace Church in Madison. The Church is located at 4 Madison Avenue. The program, their annual mid-winter Wassail is a tribute
to Mozart’s 250th birthday. Tickets
are $15 - $18. For information, call
(973) 366-8922 or log onto: http://
www.baroqueorchestra.org.
*******
The Garden State Exhibit Center in
Somerset will be home to the Woodworking Show on Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday, January 6-8. Workshops,
demonstrations, vendors, seminars, and
even The Saw Dust Café should interest woodworkers of all ages. Learn to
use that power tool Santa brought for
the holidays. For information, log onto:
http://www.woodworksevents.com/
somerset.shtml.

Arthur Miller’s Drama
Opens Sat. January 7
WESTFIELD –Director Peter Clark
of Cranford has his cast in final rehearsals for the 8 p.m. Saturday, January 7 opening of Arthur Miller’s searing wartime drama, “All My Sons” at
Westfield Community Players (WCP),
1000 North Avenue, West in Westfield.
Other show dates are Friday and Saturday evenings, January 13, 14, 20
and 21 with all reserved seats at $15
available from the box office at (908)
232-1221. As a reminder, WCP now
has reserved seating, so make a preference known when calling the box office for seats.
During World War II, partners in a
machine shop sell defective airplane
parts to the government. When
Herbert Deever is jailed, his partner
Joe Keller remains free and continues to make a fortune on defense
orders.
The fortunes of the Keller and
Deever families remain intertwined
as the Keller son is missing in action
and the Deever son returns from the
war to find his father jailed and the
family shattered. The climax showing the reaction of a son to a guilty
father is fitting conclusion to an electrifying play.
The two partners are James
Broderick as Joe Keller and Paul
Bettys as George Deever, with Cathy
Magee (Fanwood) as Kate Keller,
David Neal (Fanwood) as son Chris
Keller and Renee Litwin (Scotch
Plains) as Anne. Joel Samberg is Dr.
Jim Bayliss, Amanda Beelitz

(Garwood) is Sue Bayliss, David
Hoffman is Frank Lubey and Moirn
Abraham (Westfield) is Lydia. Assisting director Peter Clark are stage
manager Lynn Lampariello and producer Kay Macrae (Westfield).
Opening night patrons are invited
to stay for light refreshments with the
cast and crew after the curtain rings
down. The WCP membership cards
are not honored for the benefit performance on January 13.

SP-F Arts Association
Features Ruth Grabner
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
will feature Ruth Grabner of Washington as its guest demonstrator at the
January 18 general meeting. A brief
business meeting at 7:30 p.m. will precede the demonstration at the Fanwood
Community Center on North Avenue.
The artist is a graduate of Pratt Institute in New York City with a Masters of
Fine Arts Degree from Montclair State
College. She has years of experience
teaching art from first grade through
college level. She also does portrait
painting and works in oils, watercolors,
pastels, charcoals and calligraphy.
One of her hobbies includes cutting
silhouettes in various sizes. She practices her hobby at school and church
fairs. The public is invited to this demonstration and workshop. Please bring your
own scissors. For more information,
contact Tom Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

NJWA Rock Workshop
Begins Winter Session
WESTFIELD –Because of the
popularity of last session’s newly
launched rock workshop, The New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts Music
Studio in Westfield has announced
that the winter session has expanded
to 10 classes instead of the previous
eight.
A venue for aspiring guitarists, bass
players, drummers, keyboard players, singers and songwriters, the rock
workshop operates in a professional
Rahway studio with top of the line
equipment. The studio will supply
instruments to those participants who
do not have their own. At the conclusion of the session, each participant
will receive a demo CD.
A new class for beginners starts on
January 20 and continues to March
25. Intended for those ages 10-13,
with little or no experience, the class
will meet on Fridays from 5 to 7 p.m.
or Saturdays from 9 to 11 a.m. Concentration will be on basic musicianship, ensemble playing and basic
songwriting and improvisation. The
tuition for this course is $550.
Intermediate students, ages 12 to
15 years old, will meet on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. These
students should have some instrument and/or band experience. The
class will focus on various musical
styles spanning from the 1950’s to
modern rock. Participants will learn
to communicate as a band and con-

centrate on performing and recording. This course has a tuition of
$600.
The third level of the rock workshop is for the advanced students.
This section is for those who are ages
14 and older, and who have up to 3
years of instrument playing and one
year of experience as a band member.
There will be a strong emphasis on
songwriting, recording, performance
and music theory. This class, which
will meet on Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m.,
has a tuition of $650.
Rock Workshop instructors are E.
J. Gaub and Pontus Gunve, experienced performers and recording musicians. Mr. Gaub has 10 years of
experience, spanning over 500 live
performances. He has played drums,
guitar and sang background vocals
on more than 200 original rock and
pop acts. Mr. Gunve, professionally
trained at New York University’s
Music Technology Program, has been
involved in various recording projects
and is currently working as a sound
designer and composer for film, commercials and multimedia.
For information on the rock workshop, or any music course offered by
The Music Studio, call (908) 7899696 for a brochure, or visit the NJWA
offices at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Additional information
is available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

