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• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE Car Charger

• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE Headset

• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE Case

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

233033

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.

Attorney At Law

24 Prospect Street

Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122    fax: 908.232.4351

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW

 DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION

Trailside Offers Teacher
Training Workshop

MOUNTAINSIDE – A workshop
about schoolyard habitat enhance-
ment, entitled “WILD School Sites”
for teachers in kindergarten through
grade 12, will begin at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center on Satur-
day, January 28, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

These projects sensitize students
to the needs of wildlife and enable
them to make a small difference that
benefits local species, while having
an outdoor classroom enables
teachers to take fieldtrips without
leaving the school grounds.

Participants in the WILD School
Sites teacher training workshop will
receive six New Jersey Department
of Education professional
development credits, as well as a
copy of the book “Homes for
Wildlife: A Planning Guide for
Habitat Enhancement on School
Grounds,” the WILD School Sites
booklet, grant information,
landscaping information and ideas
for curriculum integration.

Space is limited and pre-registration
is required for the January 28
workshop. The fee for this teacher
training session is $20 per person.

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT…In the spirit of giving, St. Helen’s fifth-grade CCD class
from Washington Elementary School in Westfield decorated Christmas trees
with their homemade ornaments and delivered them to homebound residents in
the Westfield and Scotch Plains area. Pictured, from left to right, are: Michaela
Tropeano, Mark Hartzel, Kayla Neiss and Jennifer Tresnan.

NEW MEDICAL SCIENCE BUILDING…Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Rick Proctor, right, speaks with Dr. Thomas Bistocchi, Superintendent of
Union County Vocational-Technical Schools (UCVTS), about the construction
of a new building to house the Allied Health/Medical Science Program at
UCVTS in Scotch Plains.

TALES OF SERVICE…On December 14, Spec. Brian Willett of the 250th Signal
Battalion of the Westfield Armory spoke to over 35 members of the Optimist Club
of Westfield about his experiences while serving in Iraq. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Sergeant Vega of the National Guard district recruiting, Spec. Willett
and chapter President Jeffrey Feldman.

Career Day Schedules
Being Formulated

WESTFIELD — “Career Days”
are scheduled at both Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools in
Westfield for the spring. Organizers
are looking for volunteers.

Roosevelt School will hold its event
on Wednesday, March 29, from 7:50 to
10 a.m. For more information, please
contact Kim Dickey  via email at
kdickey@westfieldnjk12.org or call
(908) 789-4569.

Edison School will hold its event on
Wednesday, May 17 (subject to final-
ization). For more information, please
contact Gloria White-James by email
at gwhite-james@westfieldnjk12.org
or call (908) 789-4471.

By Robert J. Roth
Supervisor of World Languages K-8 Westfield Public

Schools

Have you heard any 10-year-olds
helping their parents order in a Span-
ish restaurant in Westfield? Have you
noticed that your 13-year-old speaks
French more easily than you did when
you finished high school?

These are examples of just some of
the benefits to the standards that were
enacted by the State of New Jersey in
1996, mandating the instruction of
world languages in elementary school.
On April 7, 2004, the State Board of
Education adopted the 2004 revised
World Language Standards, reiterat-
ing their commitment to the study of
a world language in elementary school
(http://www.state.nj.us/njded/cccs/
s7_wl.htm).

Westfield began to offer Spanish to
all second grade students in 1999,
and these students are now studying
Spanish or French in eighth grade.
Currently, over 1,450 elementary stu-
dents in grades 3 through 5 receive at
least 60 minutes per week of Spanish
instruction, taught by a team of cer-
tificated language instructors. In ad-
dition to developing their communi-
cation and language acquisition skills,
they are also learning about cultures
and customs of peoples different from
themselves.

As stated in the NJ Core Content
Standards: “Language, as a key to
culture, can tell us what is important
to a group of people, what they do for
work and play, what their social val-
ues are, what level of technology they
enjoy, where they come from and
much more. Language and culture as
such, are inseparable.”

At the conclusion of their elemen-
tary school study, Westfield fifth grad-
ers have the option of using their
newly acquired skills in world lan-
guage acquisition to begin the study
of French (creating the unique situa-
tion of having many trilingual stu-
dents in the intermediate school) or
of continuing the study of Spanish.

In either case, the instruction con-
tinues for 40 minutes per day, five

days a week during their three years
at Edison or Roosevelt. Upon enter-
ing the high school, they again have
the option of continuing to study
French or Spanish, or of beginning
the study of Italian, German or Latin.

The focus of language instruction
in the 21st century is to concentrate
on what a child can do with a new
language, rather than exclusively to
center on what they know about the
language. The state has recently cho-
sen Westfield as one of a select group
of districts that will be provided re-
sources, including teacher training,
to pilot a program that will specifi-
cally measure eighth grade student
proficiency.

These eighth graders were intro-
duced to the Spanish program in
Westfield while they were in second
grade. The results will allow the world
language department to form the ba-
sis for professional development that
focuses on the connection between
assessing and teaching for language
proficiency.

Governor-elect Jon Corzine recog-
nized, in a speech that he delivered at
the College of New Jersey on Septem-
ber 8, 2005, the need to ensure that
students are well-versed in world lan-
guage and cultures. He said, “In a
global economy, our students need to
be prepared with world languages and
culture. In recognition of our own
diversity in New Jersey, we know the
importance of Spanish knowledge for
our economic future, our cultural
strength and our unity as a people.

“We need to redouble our commit-
ment to teaching foreign language to
children of all ages starting in elemen-
tary school.”

I would like to think that Senator
Corzine may have dined in Westfield
and that his comments may also have
been inspired by the young children
helping their parents to order in one of
our fine restaurants.

Impact of State Standards
On Language Proficiency

Corzine Names Sec. of State,
Head of Military/Vets Affairs
Governor-elect Jon Corzine has

nominated Nina Mitchell Wells to serve
as Secretary of State and renamed
Major General Glenn K. Rieth as Ad-
jutant General of New Jersey and head
of the Department of Military and
Veterans’ Affairs.

“I’m very pleased to name these
two outstanding individuals to serve
in my administration,” Mr. Corzine
said. “I’ve always said that I’d choose
nominees with impeccable creden-
tials and distinguished experience,
and I’m proud that both Nina Mitchell
Wells of Livingston and Major Gen-
eral Rieth of Ewing have agreed to be
a part of my team.”

Ms. Wells, who served as vice presi-
dent of public affairs for Schering-
Plough until February 2004, gradu-
ated from Newton College of the Sa-
cred Heart, now known as Boston
College, and earned her law degree
from Suffolk University Law School.
She served as assistant dean and direc-
tor of the minority student program
and financial aid at Rutgers University
School of Law.

“I am honored and excited to join
Governor Corzine’s cabinet. I look
forward to being a champion for New

Jersey’s extraordinary cultural and arts
institutions,” said Ms. Wells. “I am
very interested in partnering with foun-
dations, corporations and interested
individuals to ensure needed funding
so these institutions can continue to
flourish. These cultural institutions are
the true jewels of New Jersey.”

Major General Rieth has served as
Adjutant General of New Jersey since
2002. During that time he has com-
manded over 9,000 soldiers and airmen
of the New Jersey Army and Air Na-
tional Guard. He earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree from The Citadel Military
College of South Carolina and also is a
graduate of the Army War College.

“I’m proud of the work that I’ve been
able to accomplish for New Jersey’s
veterans and military over the past few
years,” said General Rieth. “I approach
this continued opportunity to serve with
great excitement and look forward to
working every day for New Jersey’s
veterans and our men and women in
uniform.”  All department heads are
appointed by the governor with the
advise and consent of the senate. The
only exception is the Secretary of
Agriculture,who is appointed by the
Board of Agriculture.

Light morning refreshments will be
provided, but participants should
bring lunch.

For more details  or for a complete
brochure of Trailside’s winter adult
workshops and teacher training pro-
grams, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside.

‘Y’ Plans to Expand
Adventure Guides

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” has announced it will expand its
Adventure Guides program for fa-
thers and their sons or daughters in
kindergarten through grade 3.

An open house will take place at
the “Y”’s East Broad Street Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield, on Thursday, Janu-
ary 19, from 7 to 8 p.m.

The goal of the program is to
strengthen the parent-child bond by
fostering understanding and compan-
ionship. Father/child pairs meet
monthly in small circles in partici-
pants’ homes for games, crafts, dis-
cussions and refreshments. Quarterly
events are intended for all circles and
may include campouts, trips to the
zoo and children’s theater, among
other activities.

In YMCA Adventure Guides, the
circle community is the program’s
basic group unit, providing a struc-
ture, sense of community and support
for all group activities.

Adventure Guides (parents) and
Explorers (children) meet in circles
twice a month and participate in Ex-
pedition adventures (such as over-
night camping) throughout the year.
For more information on the pro-
gram, please call Dave Mueller at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 415.

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities that provide
wholesome recreation while contrib-
uting to physical fitness.

Hiking and bicycling activities are
regularly scheduled. Most events take
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per
year. For a complimentary six-month
schedule, please call (908) 527-4900.

Workshop to Be Held
On Starting a Business

AREA – SCORE (Service Corps
of Retired Executives) will hold a
workshop entitled “Starting and Man-
aging Your Own Business” on Tues-
day, January 17, from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. at the SCORE Office, 2 Gate-
way Center, 15th floor, in Newark.

It will cover marketing, business
plans, tax obligations, legal require-
ments and financing record keeping.
The registration fee is $30. For more
details or to register, please call (973)
645-3982 between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.


