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Bruce Walsh, Joan Wheeler Sworn
In As Members of FW Council

By CASSANDRA LO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood held its
110th annual borough reorganization
meeting on Monday, January 2 at the
Borough Hall. Fanwood Democrats
now have a 7-0 majority including
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the six
members of the Borough Council.

Bruce Walsh and Joan Wheeler
were sworn in as new members of the
borough council, and Assembly-
woman Linda Stender was present to
award plaques to both Mr. Walsh and
Ms. Wheeler, thanking them for their
service to the borough.

During her address, Mayor Mahr
stated that she was impressed by the
seriousness of her council members,
and is pleased that all hail from the
Democratic Party.

“We are all from the same party,
but we bring many diverse talents and
interests,” said Mayor Mahr, “We have
unique strengths and a large network

of professional contacts.”
She also mentioned that since she

became mayor two years ago, the
borough has received almost $2 mil-
lion in grant money, which has helped
to improve parks and streets, contrib-
uted to projects done by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
and a $100,000 grant was issued to
the borough last year to purchase an
authentic caboose that was restored.
Mayor Mahr cited that the municipal
tax increases have been the lowest in
years, which has been helped greatly
by grant money.

Mayor Mahr said that the Fanwood
$7 million budget is sometimes diffi-
cult to work with, but “every dollar is
spent; employees make due or do
without.”

In 2006, the council and Mayor
Mahr will work on creating new base-
ball fields with irrigation systems and
new lighting and pavers will be given
to the North side train station. She

hopes that Fanwood will become more
of a destination spot with the edition
of an historic caboose and the im-
provements to the downtown area.

Appointments made by Mayor
Mahr and the council included Laura
DiFabrizio as borough prosecutor and
Kelly Waters as borough public de-
fender. Members of the Fanwood Fire
Department and Fanwood Rescue
Squad were also sworn into office.

Mayor Mahr mentioned that a new
fire truck for the fire department would
be purchased in 2006, complete with
an apparatus capable of reaching the
heights of the new buildings being
built in the downtown area.

Donna Dolce was elected as the
new council president. Mr. Walsh was
appointed as the council representa-
tive to the planning board, which is a
one-year term. He is replacing Coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar, who served as
the representative for 11 years.

Bob Sommerich of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Association
presented donations to many Fanwood
organizations. A thousand dollars was
given to the Department of Public
Works to go towards the purchase of
a new line striping machine. The FSP
Recycling Association also donated
$600 to the rescue squad for plastic
backboards, $405 for editing and VCR
equipment for the taping of borough
events and $350 to the Fanwood Com-
munity Emergency Response Team
for training equipment and the refur-
bishment of a vehicle. Mayor Mahr
was presented with $500 for new
borough signs.

The meeting closed with a bene-
diction by Reverend Jane Rockman
of All Saints Episcopal Church and
“God Bless America,” which was sung
by Laura Kavinski. A reception at
The Chelsea at Fanwood followed
the meeting.

Benjamin Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FAMILY AFFAIR…Councilwoman Joan Wheeler takes her oath of office as her daughter and granddaughter watch on
as Assemblywoman Linda Stender gives the oath at the Fanwood Borough Council reorganization meeting Monday
afternoon at Borough Hall.

Benjamin Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING THE OATH…Fanwood Councilman Bruce Walsh takes the oath of
office as his family watches on while Assemblywoman Linda Stender gives the
oath on Tuesday, January 2 at Fanwood Borough Hall.

Benjamin Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXEMPLARILY SERVICE…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr commends the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department on their exemplarily service Monday
afternoon at Fanwood Borough Hall after the department took their oath of office.

SP Town Hall Renovations, Lib.
Expansion Top Marks’ Agenda

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Tuesday
evening, Mayor Martin Marks Tues-
day evening laid out an agenda for
2006, which includes the renovation
of the municipal building, a new pub-
lic works facility, expansion of the
township library, finalizing plans for
a new senior citizen community cen-
ter, ball-field lighting and enhance-

ment of TV-34 Scotch Plains Televi-
sion.

The mayor presented his plans at
the township council’s annual reor-
ganization meeting, during which
Councilwoman Nancy Malool, be-
ginning her fourth year on the gov-
erning body, was selected as deputy
mayor for 2006. Noting the township
government’s reputation for frugal-
ity, Mayor Marks nonetheless said he

envisioned 2006 as “a year in which
significant discretionary investment
in the community can be made to
maintain Scotch Plains as a highly
sought-after place to live and raise a
family.”

He said that “much-needed reno-
vations and repairs to the municipal
building must take place” this year,
particularly one rectifying a chroni-
cally leaking roof and a faulty heat-
ing and air conditioning system. An
architectural and engineering review,
the mayor said, made it clear that the
public works facility on Plainfield
Avenue is “far beyond repair and reno-
vation” and that “our public property
employees deserve a new facility in
2006.”

Turning to the library, where
$800,000 in roof repairs and interior
renovations are nearing completion,
Mayor Marks said the library “has
simply run out of space for additional
materials and programs.”

In order to keep pace with other
libraries in the county as well as in-
crease patron visits, “our library needs
to expand,” the mayor said, noting
that the council “ought to make a
commitment to this investment in
2006.”

He also stated his desire and inten-
tion to finalize “the scope, location
and funding mechanism” for a new
senior and community center, which
will likely be situated at Brookside
Park, where plans are also in the
works for a new soccer/football field
and a 90-foot baseball diamond.

Brookside Park is one of three lo-
cations being considered for a new
lighted ball field using a $172,000
Union County grant, the mayor said.
The Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School field and the field be-
hind the southside firehouse are also
possibilities for lighting, he said, add-
ing that new technology makes light-
ing leakage to surrounding areas “rela-
tively nonexistent.”

Budget Proposals Should Be
Ready By Early February

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Thomas Atkins told the
township council Tuesday night that
he hopes to have his 2006 municipal
budget recommendations ready for
their consideration by early Febru-
ary. Last fall Mr. Atkins had warned
of “a very, very difficult budget year”
for 2006 because of steep increases in
a number of non-discretionary spend-
ing areas such as health insurance,
pension contributions and sewage
fees.

In a memorandum to the council
this week, Mr. Atkins also noted
“some uncertainties in some of our
key departments,” including the po-
lice department, where Chief Brian
Mahoney has been at the helm for
only two months, the department of
public property, where a successor to
retiring director Walter DiNizo has
yet to be named, and the township
legal department, which is dealing
with the void left by the death of
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
last month.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, members also dis-
cussed several pieces of legislation
that have been enacted or are under
consideration by the state legislature.
Assistant Township Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff said he is exam-
ining the details of the state’s new
“pay-to-play” as it applies to munici-
palities to see whether new municipal
resolutions or ordinances are required
to ensure local compliance.

The council discussed A-2372 and
S-2556, bills that would require the

release of a bid list prior to the bid
date. At present, local governments
have the option of making this infor-
mation available, although most do
not. If the legislation is enacted, mu-
nicipalities would be required to fur-
nish to anyone the list of vendors who
have received copies of bid docu-
ments, even during the time between
a bid’s advertisement and the receipt
and opening of those bids.

Mr. Atkins called the legislation
“preposterous” and said it could
encourage collusion between bid-
ders. Mayor Martin Marks called it
“downright stupid,” saying that it
“encourages illegal activity.” The
State Assembly has already passed
the bill, and township officials plan
on contacting Sen. Nicholas Scutari
(D-22, Linden) to voice their con-
cerns in advance of a vote in the
Senate.

Another piece of pending legisla-
tion discussed Tuesday was A-3424
and S-1926, which would prohibit
smoking in indoor public places. Say-
ing the issue for township officials
was not the merits of smoking, Mayor
Marks said the concern was, instead,
the costs involved in increased en-
forcement of such a smoking ban.
He said he favored making the pro-
posed legislation, which passed the
Senate last month, more permissive
and, thus, allowing municipalities
the leeway to pass or not to pass such
bans on their own.

Benjamin Soloman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW POSITION…Randolph Brause is sworn in as Scotch Plains municipal
prosecutor by Municipal Clerk Barbara Riepe as his son looks on. Mr. Brause
previously served public defender.

Benjamin Soloman for The  Times
NEWLY INSTALLED…Thomas
Russo is sworn in as the new Scotch
Plains public defender at Tuesday’
night’s reorganization meeting.

Benjamin Soloman for The Times
MAKING A POINT…Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr delivers her annual
speech during Tuesday’s reorganiza-
tion meeting.
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FW Council Discusses
Public Works Projects

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – It was business as
usual during the first Fanwood coun-
cil meeting since newly elected offi-
cials Bruce Walsh and Joan Wheeler
were officially sworn in, with Coun-
cilwoman Donna Dolce named as the
new council president.

As is standard at council agenda
meetings, Borough Engineer Joe
Pryor of Kupper Associates presented
an update on the progress of various
public works projects.

The borough awarded the Watson
and Russell Road project contract to
Jenicar Builders Contractors, Inc. Mr.
Pryor described this project as a “re-
construction” effort.

The LaGrande Park Project, which
includes refurbishing the park’s ten-
nis courts and ball field, also is mov-
ing along at a steady pace. According
to Mr. Pryor, “the project was sub-
stantially complete” as of October 5,
2005, and the courts were available
for use during the fall tennis season.
Although initially there were some
glitches and complications regarding
the benches, all remaining work has
been completed.

Dumor Construction was awarded
the bid for the LaGrande ball field;
the project had been re-bid on No-
vember 30 because the least expen-
sive proposals did not conform to
bidding requirements.

Another key public works discus-
sion centered on Pleasant Avenue.

Within the past few months, Pleasant
Avenue residents expressed their con-
cerns to the mayor and council re-
garding pedestrian safety due to ve-
hicular speeding.

In November, Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the council held a public meeting
so that Pleasant Avenue residents
could express their opinions about
the borough’s plan for this residential
street. Roughly 50 residents attended
the meeting, which resulted in an
anti-sidewalk consensus that
prompted the council to delete side-
walks from its plans.

Councilwoman Wheeler noted that
when she and Councilman Walsh
chatted with Pleasant Avenue resi-
dents while campaigning, concerns
about speeding and traffic on the block

was an overwhelming sentiment.
Ms. Wheeler’s comment led to a

discussion about methods for control-
ling speeding, such as speed humps,
and the pros and cons of these options.

“We really need public meetings to
determine whether everyone (resi-
dents of Pleasant Avenue) are on board
for speed humps; otherwise, it will be
a waste of money, especially if they
(the speed humps) have to be extri-
cated,” said Councilman Jack
Molenaar. Mr. Molenaar is the direc-
tor of parking and transportation at
Rutgers University.

Councilman Molenaar was refer-
ring to the fact that speed humps,
although effective in slowing down
traffic, can be a very costly ordeal,
especially if they are installed and
then removed due to opposition from

Benjamin Soloman for The Times
PROUD MOMENT…In her third
year, Borough Public Defender Kelly
Waters is sworn in by Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr as the council and her
family watches on Monday afternoon
at Fanwood Borough Hall.

residents.
In other instances across the na-

tion, the humps have been installed
and then were extricated when the
noisiness of cars driving over the
humps affected residents. Legally,
speed humps have to be removed if
there is enough opposition from resi-
dents once they are installed, even if
those people originally supported this
type of traffic calming solution.

Mr. Pryor echoed Councilman
Molenaar’s concerns. “They’re (speed
humps) intrusive on the environment,”
the engineer said.

Mr. Molenaar explained that there
are other options aside from side-
walks and/or speed humps to abate
the speeding and traffic problem on
Pleasant Avenue, but reiterated that
the public’s input is mandatory so
that the borough and residents are in
agreement.


