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Bigosinski, Haas, Kimmins
Begin Terms on Town Council

By CASSANDRA LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday night,
three new members of the town coun-
cil begain their terms with a formal
swearing in.

Thomas Bigosinski (D, fourth
ward), David Haas (D, third ward)
and Vicki Kimmins (R, second ward),
were elected in November. The Demo-
crats picked up an extra seat this year
on the council. Republicans have a 7-
2 majority on the council and the
mayor’s office.

Each of the new members has sev-
eral goals and objectives for their
term, and they expressed their excite-
ment at being part of the council.

Councilman Bigosinski is an attor-
ney who specializes in employment
defense and employment-related dis-
putes. He is a partner at McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP
in Morristown and has been practic-
ing law for 12 years. Mr. Bigosinski
said he is an avid outdoorsman, and
he likes sports and public service. He
and his wife, Viera, have two sons,
David and Luke, ages five and two,
respectively.

Mr. Bigosinski has been a member
of the Westfield Tree Preservation
Commission for two years. He said
he hopes to continue to work with the
commission, and urges members of
the Westfield community to become
participants.

“This is a great opportunity for
more town citizens to get involved
with tree preservation,” said Council-
man Bigosinski.

In 2006, Mr. Bigosinski will be a
member of the public works and the
town code review committees. He
said he is interested in working closely
on over-development issue and the
town budget.

Councilman Haas is an indepen-
dent consultant in the field of elec-
tronics. He and his wife, Dana
Stevens, have two children: Jacob, a

junior at Westfield High School, and
Claire, an eighth grader at Edison
Intermediate School.

Mr. Haas previously served as an
interim member of the town council
in 2003, when he replaced Kevin
Walsh. He has been on the board of
adjustment for six years, and was the
council member on the planning board
for one year. Councilman Haas said
he hopes to end wasteful spending
and to work closely with the over-
development issue.

“I think we have spent time focus-
ing on the parking deck and not fo-
cusing on smaller things such as pav-
ing the roads and sweeping the
streets,” said Mr. Haas, “I’d like to see
if I can get us focused on these is-
sues.”

Councilwoman Kimmins is a sub-

stitute at the Presbyterian Church pre-
school and is a Junior League
sustainer. She has three sons: Britton
and Griffith, who both attend Tufts
University, and Spencer, who is a
sophomore at Westfield High School.
In her spare time, she bakes for the
Agape Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth.

As a member of the council, Mrs.
Kimmins will be the liaison to the
tree preservation commission and TV-
36. She will also be a member of the
public works committee and the town
code review committee.

“My issues right now are with the
roads and safety around town. Basi-
cally, things that we do every day are
what I’m concerned with,” said Mrs.
Kimmins, who hopes to work closely
with the speeding issue and a lack of
lit crosswalks in town.

Community Ctr. Tops
Projects for McCarthy

By JAMES HALLERAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy presided over a
busy reorganization meeting on
Sunday, January 1.

Along with Mayor McCarthy’s
annual address to the public,
Councilman William Schadewald,
who had been elected to his fourth
term, and Councilman Walter
Tucker, who had served a middle
term in 2002 and won re-election
in 2005, were both sworn in for
their new terms. Mayor McCarthy
two citizens, National Guardsmen
Sergeants Gary Boos and Brian
Maloney, for their service in Iraq.

In his annual address, Mayor
McCarthy’s main topic was the
building of a borough community
center. He said that a June 30 meet-
ing produced no clear-cut answers
to build the center. Therefore, for
2006 he has appointed a commit-
tee, which will be made up of
borough officials and citizens to
study the need for a center or ex-
plore other alternatives.

He noted that the borough had
improved the streamlining of com-
munications to its citizens in 2005.
Garwood developed a newsletter
that highlights the progress and
provides facts about each borough
committee without the political
jargon. The borough’s website
(www.Garwood.org) has im-

proved, he said.
The public can download agen-

das and minutes from the borough
council meetings. The website lists
leaf and snow removal informa-
tion, and citizens can request gov-
ernment records. The mayor said
development of a borough admin-
istrator in 2005 was  a big success,
the mayor said. The role’s respon-
sibilities include assisting coun-
cil members with insurance and
finance matters, which is outside
the duties of the borough clerk.
The office maintains later hours
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of every
month. Marriage license and voter
registration are among some of
the services provided by the de-
partment.

For 2006, the Department of
Transportation (DOT) has granted
funds for improvements from Sec-
ond Avenue to the Cranford line,
along with the borough’s  new fire
engine, which will be revealed on
May 20.

The mayor thanked all six mem-
bers of the borough council, a coun-
cil that includes both Democrats
and Republicans, for their service
in 2005. He noted that the council
members did not allow their own
personal political agendas to get in
the way of serving the public. He
also thanked borough employees
for their dedicated service.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Enhancing TV-36, Website
Top Skibitsky’s ’06 Agenda
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During Tuesday
evening’s organization meeting,
United States Attorney Christopher
Christie swore in Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, who then offered the ac-
tion items he wanted to address in
2006.

Specifically, the mayor reempha-
sized the importance of
improved communica-
tion through his Satur-
day morning office
hours and through re-
establishing the TV-36
advisory board. The
mayor framed his
speech around control-
ling development, im-
proving traffic and pe-
destrian safety and man-
aging tax dollars more
efficiently. Also, all new
council members were
sworn in and 2006 may-
oral appointments were
made.

Mr. Christie, prior to
presenting the oath of
office to Mayor
Skibitsky, expressed his
regret that far too often,
any involvement with
officials in New Jersey “is in a room
like this but with a judge sitting up
here and handcuffs and shackles.”
After paying honor to the mayor and
his family, Mr. Christie said that
people readily “think someone (an
elected official) will solve things for
us” and “find the silver bullet to end
corruption in New Jersey.” He said he
would not solve the problem of pub-
lic corruption.

“Worse,” he said, “you (towns-
people) are going to solve the prob-
lem” by becoming more involved citi-
zens and voters. He reminded

Westfield residents to “hold people to
what they tell you in their campaign
and make them tell you the truth.”

“If they don’t,” he added, “then
you’re going to kick them out of of-
fice.” Concluding his speech, he said,
“public service does not equal self
service.”

After receiving the oath, the mayor
touted the openness of his candidacy

by highlighting the importance of
continuing Saturday morning office
hours, which more than 150 residents
have taken advantage of. Another part
of remaining open and interactive is
the town website, which, the mayor
said, “still has a lot of work in devel-
oping and maintaining.” He said his
goal is “to start leveraging this great
tool to improve communication and
interaction.”

Keeping with this theme, the mayor
re-established the TV 36 advisory
board, who will “oversee the content
and direction of the new website.”

Espousing the land-use and cor-
ner-lot ordinances designed to con-
trol over-development, Mayor
Skibitsky said he would work to “en-
sure that any future development
is…not contrary to my main concern
of maintaining the character of beau-
tiful neighborhoods.” However, the
mayor said the governing body “does
not have the authority to stop devel-

opment” outright.
Thirdly, the mayor pro-

moted the continuation of
examining town hot spots
and studying new loca-
tions to improve pedes-
trian and traffic safety.
The he said that new Po-
lice Chief John Parizeau
is “very attuned to our
traffic safety concerns and
will make traffic safety
one of his key initiatives.”

To address burgeoning
healthcare costs and lower
state allocations, Mayor
Skibitsky sought to con-
trol spending. With that
purpose in mind, he rein-
stated the insurance advi-
sory board to “study our
healthcare costs to deter-
mine how we can do a
better job of controlling

those costs without decreasing the
quality of our employees’ healthcare.”

Before the mayor took the oath,
judges John Toriello, John Boyle,
Douglas Fasciale and William
Wertheimer swore in First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana, Second
Ward Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins,
Third Ward Councilman David Haas
and Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski, respectively.

During the council appointments,

newly elected Councilman Haas said
he regretted that he didn’t have suffi-
cient information about members of
the planning board and board of ad-
justment. He called the boards “espe-
cially important” but said that he
feared he would be performing his
duties as councilman without knowl-
edge of certain members. Council-
man Haas said he asked several times
for information on specific candi-
dates “in order to vote responsibly”
but was only given a tentative list
without  contact information.

Councilman Haas proposed post-
poning the process until the next
meeting. The governing body denied
the motion by a 7-2 tally. Because
abstaining equated to an affirmative

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAKING OFFICE...New Westfield
town council members (pictured, top
to bottom) Vicki Kimmins, David Haas
and Tom Bigosinski officially began
their terms on the council on Tuesday
night.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HAIL TO THE CHIEF...State Superior Court Judge William
Wertheimer (not pictured) swears in new Westfield Chief of Police
John Parizeau at Tuesday night’s Westfield Town Council reorga-
nization meeting.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE HELM...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and his family (from left to right: daughter Hope, wife Debbie and
son Drew) look on as Mayor Skibitsky receives a round of applause after being sworn into office by U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (right).

Viglianti Addresses Issues
Facing Mountainside Council

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Serving
Mountainside as a councilman for 16
years, Keith Turner promised to serve
the borough again in front of a packed
audience at the council’s re-organi-
zational meeting held Tuesday
evening. State Assemblyman Eric
Munoz administered his oath of of-
fice, while his family and friends
looked on. Councilman Paul
Mirabelli, who was elected council
president for 2006, agreed to serve
the borough for his tenth year as a
councilman. He was swore in by State
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.

 In his address, Mayor Robert
Viglianti prefaced his speech by stat-
ing, “My address is not so kind to the
State of New Jersey, but my state-
ments are not in any way directed to
the fine assemblymen who are here
with us this evening.” The mayor said
in his address that he felt Union
County was well-represented but that
the state-mandated increases in the
municipal budget made this year’s

budget “the worst set of budget cir-
cumstances facing the borough in my
26 years of involvement with the bud-
get.”

He stated that increases from the
state and other agencies exceed
$400,000 and include added state pen-
sion costs, increases from the Rahway
Valley Sewer Authority, increases in
the cost of the State Health Benefit
Plan and state-mandated increases for
the library.

The mayor noted that because of a
law dating back to 1945, the library
has received increases from the last
three years totaling $172,764, with
the biggest increase of $62,651 for
the 2006 budget. He further noted
that these total increases, which are
not asked for by library trustees or
personnel, have cost each
Mountainside taxpayer an average of
$72 to $100 per year. He also said that
with the other mandated increases,
each resident could be faced with a
$180 total increase for each home.
This, he said, was not including the
possible board-of-education or county

increases. He added that this comes
without any improvements to the com-
munity, whether in programs, roads
or buildings.

He concluded that Mountainside
was “entering a new era” because of
an impending decision: “Do I recom-
mend a tax increase or recommend a
reduction of services or, worst sce-
nario, do I recommend a tax increase
with a reduction in services?”

He noted that a report conducted
by Acting New Jersey Governor Ri-
chard Codey and his appointed Ben-
efits Review Task Force has reviewed
in depth the state’s pension system
and health benefits. He also said that
he is sending every Mountainside resi-
dent the conclusions of the commit-
tee, which were released on Decem-
ber 1, 2005, and urged borough resi-
dents to support the six-page report,
which proposes that state workers
contribute a greater amount to their
healthcare and supports a raise in the
eligibility age of state workers to re-
tire. “I strongly recommend that you

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE HONORABLE…State Superior Court Judges, from left, William
Wertheimer, John Boyle and Douglas Fasciale pose after swearing in newly
elected and appointed officials at Tuesday night’s Westfield Town Council
reorganization meeting.
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James Halleran for The Westfield Leader
AMBITIOUS AGENDA…Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy delivers his an-
nual speech at Sunday’s reorganization meeting as Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma and Councilman Walter Tucker look on.


