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Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TIMES…At a recent rehearsal of How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying, Matt Forman, left, and Andrew Bellasari of Scotch Plains, practice
a dance move with Kyle English of Cranford in the musical number, “Brother-
hood of Man.” The 1967 musical will be presented at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison during early March.
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The Pink Panther:
Not The Cat’s Meow

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

While ardent fans of the Pink Pan-
ther films directed by Blake Edwards
and starring Peter Sellers might
scream sacrilege, the less emotion-
ally invested might find something of
worth in the latest reprise. Not much,
mind you, but something. To dis-
cover more in this misfiring homage
and supposed prequel to the 1964
original, one would indeed have to
possess the guileless optimism of its
main character.

If nothing else, Steve Martin in the
role of the indefatigably bumbling
inspector Jacques Clouseau, assigned
to track down the killer of a famed
soccer coach whilst also recovering
the Pink Panther diamond, is a hoot.
He entertainingly reminds us just what
a versatile and talented comedian he
is. Problem is, you can take that quali-
fication literally. There is virtually
nothing else to recommend this movie.

Steve Martin and a committee of
screenwriters failed to pen a witty
script. Having no so-called ball to run
with and evidently possessed of no
superhuman directorial abilities, film-
maker Shawn Levy fails to rise above
the morass. And just to add insult to
injury, the Panther redux squanders
some truly terrific talent in the bar-
gain.

Certainly this latest Clouseau em-
braces the comic heritage of the origi-
nator. But what’s truly a credit to
Martin’s judgment and ability is that
he manages to make the portrayal
both a tribute to Sellers and a panoply
of his own skills without ever directly
mimicking his predecessor. Rather, it
is an interpretation, a proper varia-
tion on a theme imbued with that
loveable persona Mr. Martin is so

adept at bringing to the screen.
As such, there’s no mistaking a

touch of Chaplin and a dab of Keaton
in his clown. He is part sad sack, part
king…a fool in search of recognition
and dignity no matter what seem-
ingly unconquerable obstacles are
tossed in his path.

However, there is an extra ingredi-
ent here. It is the serendipitous trait
that differentiates the species
Clouseau from the garden-variety
schlimazels of his genus. You see, the
humorously maladroit inspector is a
success despite himself. The happy
implication being that there is hidden
greatness in all good folk.

Unfortunately, despite these tac-
itly acknowledged abilities, Martin’s
oddball everyman has no power to
likewise make redemptive the perfor-
mances of his fellow cast members.
Save for Emily Mortimer as Nicole,
the geeky but pretty secretary who
unreservedly believes in Clouseau,
there is nary a supportive portrayal
worth mentioning.

For all these reasons, artistic and
technical, director Levy’s much less
than purr-fect copycat will only please
viewers under 15 and very dedicated
Steve Martin fans. However, there’s
another factor, an ironic clue to the
film’s destined failure that perhaps
only Clouseau himself might have
picked up on. This being the 10th
official film in the series, it may just
be that The Pink Panther has used up
its nine lives.

* * * * * * *

The Pink Panther, rated PG, is a
Sony Pictures Entertainment release
directed by Shawn Levy and stars
Steve Martin, Jean Reno and Emily
Mortimer. Running time: 92 minutes.

DANCE DANCE REVOLUTION…Westfield Summer Workshop dance teacher
Irene Ulesky teaches students a routine in the popular dance/pom class.

Westfield Summer Workshop
Celebrates 35th Anniversary
WESTFIELD – Since the summer

of 1972, thousands of area children
have had the experience of participat-
ing in a distinctive and comprehen-
sive fine and performing arts pro-
gram, which will celebrate its 35th
anniversary this summer.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
began in response to parent and stu-
dent interest in having options for
children to pursue music activities
throughout the summer. Dr. Ted
Schlosberg, a young music teacher in
the Westfield Public Schools, an-
swered that response. He devised a
five-week program, the Westfield
band-orchestra-chorus summer work-
shop, which was first held at Westfield
High School, and later at both Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.
The program, in that initial year, was
attended by approximately 100 stu-
dents and staffed by 20 teachers.

The following year, the program
grew to encompass musical theater,
and eventually drama and dance. In
1974, a department of fine arts and
crafts was added. Succeeding years
saw the inclusion of various creative
disciplines in language, writing, spe-
cial interests and pre-school.

Today, the Westfield Summer
Workshop generally enrolls 450 to
500 students and is staffed by ap-
proximately 40 to 45 classroom teach-
ers. Its course selections have evolved
to include such classes as architec-
ture, basketry, graphic design, scrap
booking, magic, TV production,
chess, fencing, Irish dance, crime
scene investigation, cooking and com-
puters. This summer, the workshop
will be held from Tuesday, June 27 to

Friday, July 28 at Edison Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield.

Eighty-three individual courses are
being offered, including pre-school
and kindergarten self-contained work-
shops and two major musical produc-
tions, Seussical and Carousel.
Degreed and/or certified teachers,
experienced performers and profes-
sional artists and musicians teach
classes. An afternoon program is also
available in conjunction with the
Westfield Y.

To celebrate the growth and suc-
cess of this non-profit organization,
the WSW is holding an art contest for
registered students to draw something
illustrating their reasons for enjoying
the workshop. Thirty-five winners will
receive a free ticket to this summer’s
production of Seussical.

A second drawing will be held for a
registered student to win a free tuition
for the current summer. The winner
will be announced at the Arts Festival in
July and that child’s family will receive
reimbursement for the 2006 tuition.

WSW brochures are currently be-
ing mailed to households with chil-
dren in Westfield, Mountainside,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Cranford,
Clark, Garwood, North Edison, War-
ren and Watchung.

For a brochure or more details
on the Westfield Summer Work-
shop, call the special WSW num-
ber (908) 518-1551 or visit the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
office at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Also, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com
for information on all NJWA pro-
grams.

Ethel Washington Book Celebrates
County Black Americans in Images

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The history of Union
County’s Black Americans is rich and
vibrant, and one that dates back to the
days when New Jersey was ruled by
its first royal governor, Philip Carteret.

The contributions made by Union
County Black Americans to medicine,
history, education, culture, religion and
other fields are numerous and varied,
and play an important role in the his-
tory of the county.

A recently published
book, “Union County
Black Americans,”
chronicles in photo-
graphs and drawings the
stories of black men,
women and families
whose efforts and ac-
complishments have
contributed to Union
County’s rich history.

“Union County Black
Americans” is filled with
black and white photo-
graphs, among them
snapshots of weddings,
graduations, anniversa-
ries, reunions and
gravesites depicting the
lives of Union County Black Ameri-
cans.

The book introduces us to Jude and
her daughter, Sarah, both black ser-
vants of John Denman, the first white
settler in Cranford.

Officer James “Austin” Saunders
graduated Plainfield High School
around 1900 and became the city’s first
black police officer. The book shows a
picture of him dressed smartly in his
patrolman’s uniform, standing next to
his bicycle near the Babcock Building.

A photograph of the Lattimore fam-
ily attending the swearing-in cer-
emony of the Reverend Everett C.
Lattimore as Union County’s first
black freeholder in 1970 also is fea-
tured in this book.

Another photograph shows Westfield
physician and board of trustees’ mem-
ber Dr. Howard Brock grinning widely
for the camera at the Westfield Com-
munity Center’s groundbreaking cer-
emony in the late 1940s.

Dr. Charles C. Polk
had a busy medical
practice in Roselle for
over 50 years, and im-
ages of his family are
highlighted in the book
as well.

In 1967, the Ameri-
can Mothers Commit-
tee chose his wife, Ol-
ive Mae Bond Polk, as
New Jersey State
Mother of the Year. In
1992, two years after
Dr. Polk’s death, a
Roselle elementary
school was renamed in
his honor. A picture of
the school is included
in this book.

Ethel M. Washington, the history
programs coordinator for Union
County’s Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, is the author of the
book.

Ms. Washington, a Union County
resident, undertook the book project
independent of her position for the
county, which she has held since 2001.

“As a member of the black commu-
nity, I felt it was my responsibility to
write this book,” she stated.

She explained how it took about
eight months to investigate, research
and compile the approximately 200
photographs in the book.

The images came from historical
societies, churches, public institutions
and private collections.

Ms. Washington has long been an
advocate of the study of black history
and culture. She is a 30-year collector
of black art and artifacts.

In 1993, she established the Afri-
can American Design Archive of the
Cooper-Hewitt National Design Mu-
seum at the Smithsonian Institute.

“Union County Black Americans”
is available from area bookstores or
online.

Community Libraries Meet
Variety of Patron Needs

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Public libraries used to
serve a sole purpose in the commu-
nity – providing books for pleasure
reading and research.

Those days are long gone. Today’s
public library is much more than
books. With a wide range of expanded
services, such as lectures on medical
issues and tax preparation help, li-
braries – especially those in Union
County – are losing the “books only”
association and becoming more like
mini-community centers. This is lead-
ing to an interaction between librar-
ies and their communities in ways
never before explored.

For example, Meg Kolaya, director
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
(SPPL), reported an ongoing rela-
tionship with the public school sys-
tem. In conjunction with Dr. Carol
Choye, superintendent of schools,
SPPL is working on a joint mission to
academically support public school
educators.

One way SPPL is strengthening its
bond with the school system is by
running workshops and assisting
teachers with reserve books and class
pages. SPPL also recently renovated
its children’s reading room.

In addition, this past April, SPPL
entered into a Shared Services Part-
nership with the Fanwood Memorial
Library. This arrangement allows both
libraries to share computerized data
and hardware, resulting in an avail-
ability of more than 120,000 items
between the two libraries. Residents
of either municipality can take ad-
vantage of the services at both librar-
ies, regardless of where they reside.

Dan Weiss, director of the
Fanwood Memorial Library, empha-
sizes that, along with books, public
libraries typically offer public ac-
cess to the Internet and computers,
online databases, DVDs, CDs and
videocassettes. In addition, Mr.
Weiss said that most Union County
libraries offer reciprocal borrowing
with almost every other library in
Union County, and many in
Middlesex County as well.

“Books are still a big part of what
we do despite all the new directions
we embrace,” explained Mr. Weiss.

Miriam Bein, director of the
Mountainside Public Library (MPL),
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
the last few months have seen an
increase in interest in adult programs
at her library.

As one of the ways of meeting this
need, on Tuesday, March 28, at 7
p.m., Dr. Frank Ancona, a professor

at Sussex County Community Col-
lege, will present “The DaVinci Code:
Fact or Fiction?” Also, author, record
producer and music historian Chuck
Granata will give two presentations
at MPL, both musically oriented.

On Tuesday, April 18, at 7 p.m., he
will present “Behind the Music with
Frank Sinatra,” and on Thursday, May
25, at 7 p.m., he will offer “Behind
the Music with the Beach Boys.”

Future activities at the Clark Pub-
lic Library (CPL) will take place in a
brand new building. According to
Maureen Baker Wilkinson, the new
library is double the size of the old
facility and contains additional space
for meetings. Also, CPL has expanded
its children’s programs and now of-
fers online book clubs and an elec-
tronic newsletter.

“We are 30 percent busier than
before the addition,” said Ms.
Wilkinson.

The largest library in the area in
terms of collections is the Plainfield
Public Library (PPL), according to
Library Director Joe Darold. Mr.
Darold also reported the PPL has the
largest collection of local history re-
sources, as well as the largest literacy
program in the county. PPL’s build-
ing recently received an upgrade of a
new sound system and screen.

“There are many exciting things
happening at the Westfield Memorial
Library,” (WML) enthused Tammy
Lee, library publicist. One program
that will occur this spring is the “Great
Decisions” series. Developed by the
Foreign Policy Association, the lec-
ture series provides information to
the community about select current
events.

Upcoming topics include “U.N.
Reform” and “Human Rights in the
Age of Terrorism.”

“Great Decisions” is co-sponsored
by WML, the Westfield Area League
of Women Voters and the Westfield
Adult School. Registration may be
completed through Westfield Adult
School.

Another successful program at
WML is “TGIF – Thank God I’m
50.” These lectures, developed for
adults, are facilitated by WML’s Head
of Reference Allan M. Kleiman and
are usually based on a theme.

In addition, WML has special
children’s programs including book
discussions and a “Kid’s Film Fest”
which will begin in March.

You can’t judge a book by its cover,
as the old saying goes. Neither can
you judge a building from the out-
side. Those who haven’t visited their
local library lately are invited to take
a stroll inside.

UCC Theatre Prepares
Discounted Family Week

CRANFORD – Family Week at the
Union County College Theatre is an
annual statewide festival offering free
and discounted tickets to young
people. This program has been devel-
oped to encourage families to attend
professional theater together by mak-
ing the experience affordable, educa-
tional and exciting.

Across the state, in all 21 counties,
young people age five to 18 will re-
ceive free tickets to more than 100
performances and special events in-
cluding free classes, workshops and
backstage tours.

Several events will be held at UCC’s
Cranford campus, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. One
will be the performance of A Few
Steps in a Stranger’s Shoes, a play
where the audience interacts with the
characters to brainstorm, problem-
solve and walk a few steps in a
stranger’s shoes.

Suitable for children 12 and up, it is
free for youngsters, while adults can
make a $10 donation. The show will
take place on Saturday, March 11, at
11 a.m.

On Sunday, March 12, the Theatre
Project will display Speaking Up and
Writing It Down, a lively workshop
that will be taught by award-winning
playwright Jewel Seehaus-Fisher at 1
p.m. Students will brainstorm ideas
and learn to use conflict, character
and structure during the in-class writ-
ing of a mini-play. Students will be
given time to read from their scenes.
Refreshments will be served at the
conclusion.

Additionally, on March 12, all are
invited to see the New Artists Show-
case at 3 p.m. Suitable for ages 12 and
up, it will begin at 1 p.m. and be free
for all. Interested parties must regis-
ter for these events by Thursday,
March 9, by calling (908) 659-5189.

the beach at Ipanema and just re-
member crying when I had to leave, I
was so overwhelmed. I’ll never for-
get that.”

As a performer, Ms. Bryson says
she overcomes creative hurdles by
being inspired to learn new material,
branching out a little bit and expand-
ing her repertoire. “It’s very easy to
be complacent. I’ve been going
through old song books, trying to
rediscover them as well as finding
new songs to sing,” she explained.
The Leader and The Times asked if
Ms. Bryson felt there were fewer op-
portunities for jazz singers today.

She noted, “I think there is always
going to be a core of people who love the
classics – any kind of art. Jazz is the
classic style of music. It’s the craft of the
American songbook, which will always
be timeless. Jazz gives us a chance to
appreciate a classic tune that is uniquely
American. But jazz is very much still
happening – at festivals, jazz programs
at universities and at Lincoln Center.”

And one other venue – The
Northside Trattoria.

NJ Opera Company
Presents La Boheme

CRANFORD – The Little Opera
Company of New Jersey, a division
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, will present two performances
of Giacomo Puccini’s renowned op-
era La Boheme at the Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in
Cranford. Performance dates are Sat-
urday, March 4, at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, March 5, at 3 p.m.

Robert Butts, who recently made a
guest appearance conducting the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra at the
Nous Theater in Blairstown, will con-
duct La Boheme. Honored as Arts
Professional of 2004 by the Arts Coun-
cil of the Morris County area, Mr.
Butts is also the principal conductor
of the Baroque Orchestra of North
Jersey.

The director of La Boheme will be
Fausto Pineda, who has performed
extensively throughout the United
States. A member of the National
Tour Company of The King and I and
Grease, Mr. Pineda has appeared at
the Actors’ Playhouse, where he was
honored with the Carbonell Award
Nomination for Best Supporting Ac-
tor in a Musical for his role as Lun
Tha in The King and I.  This past
summer, Pineda was the musical di-
rector of the Showcase Theater pro-
duction of Into the Woods.

Cast in the ensemble with solos are
local children including Luke Miaro
and Brian Woo from Cranford, Will-

iam Shore from Scotch Plains and
Emily Grabryzewska from Linden.
Local teenagers featured are: Sarah
Queller, Jennifer Dilzell and Natalie
Narotzky from Westfield, Andrea
Roberts from Edison and Sarah
Dwider and Kyle Aslin from Cranford.

Other young artists featured in the
ensemble are Connor Jennings,
Frankie Cierpial, Felicia Erlich, Amy
Reich, Elizabeth Rich, Sarah Szollar,
Coleen Cleary, Pamela Marks and
Dara Silverman of Westfield, Brianna
Redmount, Andrea Redmount and
Katie Lauricella from Scotch Plains,
Maria Gabryzewska of Linden, Julia
Zappi and Davonna Approvato of
South Plainfield and Stephanie Louis
of Elizabeth.

Local adults performing in the en-
semble include Joy Adolfo of Rahway,
Cherly Muthig of Cranford and Shelly
Narotzky of Westfield.

To harmonize with the theme of La
Boheme, and to coordinate  with Youth
Art Month, for this production, the
LOC is providing an opportunity for
area teens to showcase their artwork.
Prior to the La Boheme performance,
during intermission and after the fi-
nal curtain, opera patrons will be able
to view the student artwork on dis-
play in the theater lobby.

Tickets for La Boheme are $30 for
adults, $25 for seniors and $15 for
students. For more information, call
the NJWA office at (908) 789-9696.

LITTLE SHOP OF OPERA...Little Opera Company of New Jersey cast mem-
bers perform in a recent production of Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’Amore.  The latest
LOC offering will be Puccini’s La Boheme on March 4 and 5 at the Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in Cranford.
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Trattoria,
Live Music

Town Book Store
Holds Book Signing

WESTFIELD — For those who
enjoy historical fiction, The Town
Book Store of Westfield is hosting a
meet-and-greet book signing on Sat-
urday, March 4, from 2 to 4 p.m.

West Orange author Judith
Lindbergh will be in the store to pro-
mote her new book, “The Thrall’s
Tale.” Set in Viking Greenland in
A.D. 895, this dramatic novel focuses
on the intertwined lives of three
women straddling the pagan past and
Christian future.

If you are unable to attend this
event, call and reserve an autographed
copy at (908) 233-3535.

WF, SP Teens Star
In Wardlaw Musical
AREA – Jennifer Randolph, pro-

ducer/director of the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School’s Upper School
musical, How to Succeed in Busi-
ness Without Really Trying, an-
nounced that many local teens are
performing in the show, to take place
between Thursday, March 2 and 4.

Matt Forman, Michael Mietlicki
and Andrew Bellisari and Alyssa
Torpey, four students from Scotch
Plains and Lexi Faust of Westfield
have roles in the 1967 musical.

The show’s curtain goes up at 8
p.m. and $10 tickets may be pur-
chased at the door. For more infor-
mation about the performance or di-
rections to the Inman Avenue cam-
pus, call (908) 754-1882 during regu-
lar school hours or go to the school’s
website at www.whschool.org.

Youth Art Month Held
At IKEA Elizabeth

AREA — Artwork from various
schools in Union County is being
showcased for the Art Educators of
NJ’s (AENJ) Youth Art Month. This
is an annual observance each March
in the State of New Jersey to empha-
size the value of art education for all
children and to encourage support for
quality school art programs.

Union County’s Youth Art Month
exhibit will be held at IKEA Eliza-
beth on Ikea Drive in Elizabeth from
March 1 through April 4.

A reception is also planned on
Wednesday, March 1 from 6:30 to 8
p.m. for all participating artists and
their families, friends and art teach-
ers.

Artwork from students in grades K
through 12 will be on display, and
each student artist will receive awards.

Visitors to the IKEA Youth Art
Month Exhibit will see a variety of
media used by the artists, such as
pastels, acrylic paints and pencil.

Three dimensional projects, draw-
ings, paintings, prints and photo-
graphs will be on exhibition to show-
case the wonderful art programs
throughout our county.

All artwork can be seen at
www.artsonia.com/unioncounty1.
For further information, contact Car-
rie Davey, Youth Art Month chairper-
son, at barbie0414@comcast.net or
phone (908) 272-7762.

Jennings Performs
In Pingry’s Urinetown
WESTFIELD – Pingry students will

present the Tony Award-winning musi-
cal, Urinetown. Westfield resident and
senior Katie Jennings will star as Hope
Cladwell in the school’s fall production
to be held on Thursday, February 23 at
7 p.m.; Friday, February 24 at 7:30 p.m.
and Saturday, February 25 at 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. in the Leola and Amos
Hostetter Arts Center at Pingry’s
Martinsville campus. Tickets will cost
$10 and can be purchased by calling
(908) 647-5555, extension no. 1389.

Urinetown is directed by Pingry drama
teacher and Gillette resident, Stephanie
Romankow; choreographed by fellow
drama teacher and Westfield resident,
Trisha Wheeler, and assistant choreo-
graphed by junior and Basking Ridge
resident Heather Benjamin. The play
features a cast of more than 20 actors.


