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SILVER LIFE MEMBERS…The Scotch Plains PBA Local 87 congratulates its
newest silver life card members – Billy Mariani of Rossi’s Funeral Home and
Frank Perrone of Nunzio’s Pizzeria. Pictured above are: Mr. Mariani, Detective
Larry DeRose, Local PBA 87 Delegate, Mr. Perrone and Scotch Plains Police
Chief Brian Mahoney.
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Friday, February 10, a 17-year-old male
student was charged with aggravated as-
sault after he allegedly tried to wipe blood
on a teacher at a Westfield Avenue school.
Police said the student had poked himself
with a pen prior to the incident. The youth
was turned over to a responsible adult.

Friday, February 10, a Union resident
reported that someone scratched her car
on Elm Street.

Friday, February 10, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that one or more unknown
individuals spray-painted obscenities on
her motor vehicle in the 700 block of
North Avenue, West.

Friday, February 10, an employee of a
business in the 400 block of South Av-
enue, East, reported a drop box outside
the establishment was pried open. It was
uncertain how much money had been
taken from the box.

Friday, February 10, a cellular tele-
phone and $10 in cash was reported stolen
from a locker at a local intermediate
school.

Friday, February 10, several people
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop at South and Central Avenues. Khalif
Bell, 23, of Elizabeth was charged with
unlawful possession of a handgun, pos-
session of hollow point bullets and pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. He was held pending bail.

Akbar Mickens, 21, of Roselle and
Aminah Coage, 21, of Linden each were
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. Both were
issued summonses and released.

Saturday, February 11, a Pierson Street
resident reported the unlawful use of her
bank check/debit card – $1,309 in unau-
thorized withdrawals and purchases was

transacted.
Tuesday, February 14, after being

stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Byron Collier, 39, of Highland Park was
arrested at South Avenue and Hort Street
on an outstanding traffic warrant for $114
issued by the Linden Municipal Court.
Collier was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 15, Vencine
Elliott, 56, of Plainfield was arrested in
the 600 block of North Avenue, East, on
an outstanding traffic warrant for $46
from North Plainfield. He was released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 15, a resident of
the 300 block of First Street reported an
incident of credit card fraud. The victim
said she received a call from her bank
about her bank VISA card having been
used outside New Jersey to make $1,000
worth of purchases.

Thursday, February 16, Ryjon Burke,
33, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Mountain and
Lawrence Avenues on an outstanding traf-
fic warrant for $1,614 issued by Watchung
Boro Municipal Court. He did not post
bail and was turned over to Watchung
authorities.

Thursday, February 16, Roberto
Gonzalez, 29, of Raleigh, N.C. was ar-
rested at Central Avenue and Cacciola
Place and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI), DWI with a minor as
a passenger and refusal to submit to chemi-
cal testing. He was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Friday, February 17, Justine Quartararo,
30, of Westfield was arrested in the 700
block of Central Avenue on an outstand-
ing traffic warrant for $250. Quartararo
was released after posting bail.

Friday, February 17, a local resident
reported that one or more unknown per-
sons caused damage to a concrete wall on
East Gate Square.

Friday, February 17, a Kenilworth resi-
dent reported her motor vehicle was dam-
aged by having eggs thrown at it while it
was parked behind a business in the 100
block of East Broad Street.

Saturday, February 18, Andrea Hester,
24, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Harrow Road and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. She was released with a sum-
mons.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 15, Thomas

Napier, Jr., 46, of Barnegat was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue revealed there were outstanding
warrants for him.

Wednesday, February 15, Duquan
Randolph, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
at Stewart Place revealed numerous out-
standing warrants for him. Randolph, who
also was charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, was held
on $10,000 bail.

Wednesday, February 15, India James,
32, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, February 15, Michael
Roberson, 40, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and South
Avenue.

Thursday, February 16, Roland
Simeon, Jr., 26, of Edison was arrested on
a no-bail warrant following a field inves-
tigation.

Saturday, February 18, Jeanpaul
Longueil, 23, of Annandale was arrested
and charged with DWI at Martine and
South Avenues.

Saturday, February 18, Edison Solis,
34, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop and charged
with hindering and providing false infor-
mation. He also was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants.

Sunday, February 19, Ashley Pekios,
23, of Warren was arrested and charged
with DWI at Hetfield and Princeton Av-
enues.

Sunday, February 19, Christopher
Koltzan, 24, of Lodi was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South and Old
South Avenues on an outstanding war-
rant.

Sunday, February 19, Hugo Camino,
36, of Piscataway was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at
First Street, which revealed there were
outstanding warrants for him.

Monday, February 20, Dwayne
Dennard, 41, of Hillside was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Front Street on outstanding war-
rants. William Burwell, 60, of Newark, a
passenger, also was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants.

Monday, February 20, Brian Bulled,
30, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Westfield Road following a motor ve-
hicle stop, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 13, a Country Club

Lane resident reported being the victim of
harassment. The victim stated his son’s
friend called him several times and yelled
at him. It is unknown why the friend was
making the calls.

Wednesday, February 15, a student at
the Magnet School reported being the
victim of a theft. The victim stated that
one or more unknown persons removed
her MP3 player, valued at $120, from her
purse during lunch.

Thursday, February 16, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School re-
ported being the victim of theft. The vic-
tim stated that one or more unknown
persons removed money from his gym
bag during class.

Thursday, February 16, a student of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported being the victim of as-
sault. The victim stated that a classmate
struck him on the side of his head after
they got into a heated argument. Police
are investigating the matter.

Friday, February 17, Tieshone
Andrews, 30, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly con-
duct and obstruction. According to po-
lice, Andrews refused to answer ques-
tions or provide identification after police
arrived on the scene of the incident.

Mountainside
Saturday, February 18, Isaac Graves,

30, of Plainfield was arrested on con-
tempt of court charges. He was held on
$332 bail.

Monday, February 20, Randolph
Newell, 38, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22, West, for excessive smoke. The stop
revealed he was driving with a suspended
license.

Knights of Columbus Honor
SP, FW Emergency Services

department,” said Lieutenant Trigo.
“Hopefully, all the hard work we have
done will lead to a successful conclu-
sion” in the Weiss case, he added.

From the Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment firefighter Brian D. Mecca
was honored for his dedication.

Fanwood Fire Department First As-
sistant Chief Rick Regenthal was hon-
ored for his 30 years with the depart-
ment, including the past four years as
assistant chief.

“This is a great pat on the back,”
Assistant Chief Regenthal told The
Times. “Most of the time it is just self-
satisfying to know you are out there
doing something for the public, but
this is really a morale booster.”

Asst. Chief Regenthal was nomi-
nated for his efforts in persuading
Fanwood to purchase a new fire truck
with a ladder that could reach the top of
three-story buildings in the borough.

Fanwood Fire Department Captain
John Piccola was awarded for his 25
years of service to the borough.

“These are two very dedicated
men,” said Fanwood Fire Chief Dave
Ziegler. “Their dedication to our com-
munity has served as an example.
Both of these men also have sons on
the fire department.”

Volunteers from the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood rescue squads were also
honored. John Villas was commended
for dedicating 15 years to the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad. “I’m flattered to
be recognized by the members of the
community,” he said. “I have always
valued my time on the squad. I’m there
because I want to do it.”

Captain Nancy D’Ambrosio ac-
cepted the award for the Fanwood
Rescue Squad. “I have enjoyed every
minute of my 30 years with the
Fanwood Rescue Squad,” she said.
“I’m so happy to have won this award.”

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood po-
lice, fire and rescue squads accepted
the Knights of Columbus Shield Award
for serving their communities during
the 31st annual event held at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church last Thursday night.

“These policemen, firefighters and
rescue squad volunteers were singled
out for doing their jobs above and
beyond the call of duty,” said Patrick
Harrington, awards co-chairman. Hon-
orees are nominated for the Knights of
Columbus Council’s Shield Award by
their department heads.

Sixty people turned out for the
event, including Scotch Plains Coun-
cilwoman Carolyn Sorge. “We’re very
fortunate to have such dedicated vol-
unteers to protect us 24/7. They make
this community a better place to live,”
Councilwoman Sorge said.

Fanwood Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell also was on hand to offer her
gratitude. “I’m here to honor our vol-
unteers, first responders that put their
lives on the line every day. They are the
heart and soul of Fanwood,” she said.

Detective James Denman from the
Juvenile Bureau of the Scotch Plains
Police Department was honored for
his work with troubled youth.

Lieutenant Richard Trigo, Sergeant
Howard Jarvis, Sergeant Thomas Jedic,
Corporal Brandon Lorenz, Detective
Eugene Chin, Patrolman Phillip Ugone
and Patrolman Gavin Sheehan from
the Fanwood Police Department re-
ceived awards for their “exceptional”
investigative work and handling of the
attempted murder of Fanwood Library
Director Dan Weiss last August.

“The Knights of Columbus have
always been supportive of the police

of it is disingenuous at best.” Ms.
Malool said she had suggested hold-
ing a public forum to gauge the neigh-
bors’ level of commitment. “We have
come out in opposition because the
scope and the magnitude far exceed
what we were led to believe. To imply
we have been in on this is the furthest
thing from the truth,” said Ms. Malool.

Scotch Plains resident Marc
Rogoff, an attorney, said the farm
was a “horrendous idea.” He said the
contingent is not opposed to petting
zoos or animals; “we’re opposed to
dropping a farm in the middle of an
R1 zone bounded by a narrow road
with no sidewalks, no shoulders. It’s
ludicrous to place this profit-making
operation under the guise of open
space and drop it in the middle of
Cooper Road.”

Eric Smith, speaking on the eco-
nomic impact of the project, said that
the county spent $10 million on the
project and the proposed rent is
$50,000, leaving a “.5 percent return
to the taxpayers. That’s a pathetic rate
of return on our investment as tax-
payers for this type of application.”

The Green Meadows Farms runs
businesses in multiple states, includ-
ing Wisconsin, California, Texas and
Florida.

Wendy Van Besien cited an article
from the Journal of The American
Medical Association that spoke of the
growing concern over ecoli, to which
children, according to the article, are
highly susceptible and at the greatest
risk. The article spoke of ecoli out-
breaks occurring at petting zoos in
North Carolina, Florida and Arizona.
Ms. Van Besien remained concerned
about the proposed zoo marketing for
“pre-K to third graders.”

Eric Parker, who said he grew up
on a farm in North Carolina, stated he
was “qualified to recognize a farm.
This is not a farm. It’s an amusement
park or a tourist attraction.” Jeff
Mayerson, a veteran of Wall Street,
said the county and Scotch Plains
were being “duped” by a “snake oil
salesman.”

Freeholder Mirabella indicated
when asked that the lease with Green
Meadows had not been signed.

John Reilly said the “mayor and
council are in for a rough day tomor-
row (last Friday). That lawyer (Will-
iam Butler) set the tone (during the
aborted Scotch Plains Planning Board
meeting). He muscled us. I felt it. I’m
from New York, I know where he’s
coming from. You should fire him.”

After a half hour of deliberation in
executive session, the freeholders re-
emerged shortly after 9:45 p.m. and
jettisoned the proposal. Freeholder
Mirabella said, “we will not be mov-
ing forward with the farm. After tak-
ing a good hard look at it tonight, and
listening to residents, we decided this
was not the best fit for the commu-
nity. We do have the intention to use
the facility for recreational purposes.”
Upon hearing the statement, the crowd
stood and applauded the freeholders’
position reversal.

Freeholder Adrian Mapp indicated
that indeed there was county repre-
sentation at the terminated Scotch
Plains meeting. “I was at the meeting
Monday and listened to the concerns
raised. I had conversations with people
on the outside. The concerns you
shared (health concerns, quality of
life) had an impact. We made the
right decision and we do listen to
you,” he stated.

Freeholder Rick Proctor, the
board’s chairman last year, apolo-
gized, saying, “we should have had
this type of public meeting last year.
We thought there would be an oppor-
tunity before tonight to discuss this
with the community. I failed to bring
that back to the administration. I
dropped the ball on that regard.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan summa-
rized the evening as “an exercise in
democracy.” He pointed out that the
county spent $10 million on the prop-
erty, the largest on any acquisition.
The last item on the freeholders’ regu-
lar agenda included a $6.2 million
purchase of a property through open
space in Clark. Freeholder Sullivan
didn’t anticipate uproar in Clark be-
cause the land “borders on a cem-
etery.” He said that Scotch Plains
might see a “lot of young boys and
girls hitting baseballs or kicking soc-
cer balls” in the future.

Following the meeting, Freeholder
Mirabella told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that living in
Fanwood had impacted his decision.
“It (living in Fanwood) probably did
(impact my decision). I drive on
Martine Avenue every day. I know the
neighborhoods. It’s close to home.
Saying it was “way too early,” he did
indicate the space would fulfill a rec-
reational use but the board would
“find a use that makes sense.”

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OUTSTANDING SERVICE…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Knights of Columbus
Awards Co-Chairman Michael D’Antuono, second from left, presents an award
to Fanwood First Assistant Fire Chief Rick Regenthal, third from left, as Captain
John Piccola, left, and Fire Chief Dave Ziegler look on. The annual Knights of
Columbus Shield Awards are presented to members of the local emergency
services for their outstanding service to community.
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Green Meadows

less we take something out.”  Mr.
Krakora replied, “I think that is un-
derstood. Many people are coming
out to show how important it is.”

Board member Rob O’Connor
asked if the SPFSA would do any
fundraising to help defer district costs
to this program. Mr. Krakora re-
sponded that he did not know what
the hockey team did, but soccer is
“different from hockey. Why should
freshman parents have to pay for
their kids, if their child does not
make it to JV (junior varsity) or
varsity?”

Board Vice President Thomas
Russo said, “It is obvious to me that
we are a soccer town. I don’t know
why we don’t have a freshman
team.”

In other business, the board re-
ceived a copy of the “demographers
report.” Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi discussed projected
enrollment for the 2006-2007 aca-
demic year.

Mr. Del Sordi indicated that the
town would need to hire eight new
elementary school teachers and four
middle school teachers to keep class
sizes within the district’s guidelines.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Port Sale
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SP-F BOE

States, a country that’s an ally in the
war on terror, and it would send a
terrible signal to friends and allies not
to let this transaction go through.” He
said the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S.
Customs would continue to manage
security of the ports.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood), a candidate for
Congress, said allowing the sale of
the ports to occur would present a
“security risk for New Jersey and will
not keep us safe.”

She said the Bush Administration
“appears blinded by the lucrative deal”
and has not considered the security
risk to the region. “I think it is a
mistake to allow this deal to pro-
ceed,” she said.

“I am looking at a legislative re-
sponse at the state level,” she said,
noting that New Jersey officials should
be consulted to provide a security
review, “before we allow a transac-
tion like this to occur.”

She said the Republican-controlled
Congress has authorized spending
billions of dollars on the Iraq war
rather than providing sufficient funds
for protecting U.S. borders and se-
curing United States ports.

“They (Congress and the Bush
Administration) have failed us,” As-
semblywoman Stender said.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella said the
board would be drafting a resolution
to oppose the sale of the ports. Noting
that the county is home to the Port of
Elizabeth, he added, “We obviously
have considerable concerns.”

He said the freeholders would sup-

port joint opposition by Democrats
and Republicans, “to fight back
against the Bush Administration and
to let him know this is unacceptable.”
He said allowing the sale to go through
would “invite terrorism” into the port.

there was some general discussion
about the feasibility of possibly pur-
suing a shared services agreement to
save money on the borough’s semi-
annual bulk trash pickup. Council-
man Bruce Walsh was quick to sug-
gest that expenses be cut before any
services are impacted, and the coun-
cil basically agreed. “I’m going to be
in favor of cutting everything we can
possibly cut, but if it’s a service, I
would cut elsewhere first,” said Coun-
cilman Walsh.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
said she would revise all current bud-
get figures in time for the next com-
mittee meeting on Monday, February
27. She will also provide the govern-
ing body with more detailed esti-
mates and related information regard-
ing the borough’s possible lease of
two new police cars and possibly the
construction department vehicle,
which was discussed extensively dur-
ing previous meetings.
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