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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

The World’s Fastest Indian:

Outruns its Flaws

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

They don’t make them like this
anymore…and get away with it, that
is. So consider director Roger
Donaldson’s film about senior citi-
zen speed fiend Burt Munro the ex-
ception that proves the rule. Unabash-
edly sentimental, devoutly quirky and
brimming with enough goodwill to
make a holy man blush, The World’s
Fastest Indian tells an inspirational
yarn without forcing you to OD on a
ton of molasses in the bargain.

The film equivalent of comfort
food, its sweet-souled recipe calls
first for a little of Harry and Tonto
(1974) and a smidgen of Alice Doesn’t
Live Here Anymore (1974). To this
road movie outline, joyfully whisk in
the true tale of a never-say-die motor-
cyclist determined to break the world
speed record for his class. And then,
just to be sure your effort rises to the
occasion, add Anthony Hopkins as
the intrepid protagonist, New Zealand
accent and all.

It’s the sort of uplifting memoir
Disney might have put out during its
golden age. Of course they’d of
trimmed away a couple of politely
bawdy relationships and a few other
PG-13 indiscretions. Lovable Burt, it
seems, was a quick old coot even
when he wasn’t on his motorcycle.

But we’re glad writer-director
Donaldson lets stand the personal
subtext. How Mr. Munro interacts
with supporters, detractors and the
numerous odd ducks he meets on his
journey from Invercargill, New
Zealand, to the Bonneville Salt Flats
makes an endearing complement to
the stirring action. Plus, it’s probably
just as important to an understanding
of his winning ways.

Plainly, we like this old guy. His
integrity, self-assuredness and work-
ing class ethics are the stuff of which
real heroes are made. And Anthony
Hopkins brings him to life in the way
that only he and few other thespians
could. Twenty minutes into the story
there is no actor, only Burt Munro,
living in a garage way Down Under
with his beloved Indian…the chariot
he’s determined to drive to his des-
tiny.

As edification for the non-motor-
minded, note that an Indian was/is a
motorcycle once considered the crème
de la crème of the two-wheeled per-

suasion. Made in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, many considered it superior
to its main American rival, the Harley
Davidson. As such, it commands a
near mythical status.

Cinematographer David Gribble
quickly captures the aura in the open-
ing scene, focusing on the maroon
machine with which Burt shares his
humble digs. He pans across the
shelves full of spare parts, the memo-
rabilia and the rudimentary tools used
to modify the bike. As any gearhead
knows, this is a holy place.

Filmmaker Donaldson’s script is
otherwise tight, inventive and rela-
tively free of dramatic ploys. How-
ever, one can’t ignore this seemingly
endless queue of good Samaritans
willing to share in Burt’s eccentric
vision.

They don’t care that the odds against
Burt’s mission are overwhelming. It
doesn’t matter that he is well past 60,
has virtually no money, and wants to
ride a 35-year-old motorcycle over
200 miles per hour. If you were to
play Devil’s advocate, they’d seem a
tad Pollyanna. Admittedly, it chal-
lenges the inner critic’s objectivity.
But you see, there’s something else
going on here.

Inveigling its way into your heart,
The World’s Fastest Indian quickly
co-opts the viewer. Its ambition be-
comes yours. It turns into a friend.
And just as employers prefer to hire
friends, more often than not over-
looking their shortcomings, this real
charmer readily earns our dispensa-
tion. To staunchly demand complete
authenticity in this instance would be
the filmgoing equivalent of biting off
your nose to spite your face.

Cynics will disagree. But when’s
the last time they had a reverie worth
watching? It’s all about relating and
imagining. Obsessions filmed right,
as is the case here, are emotionally
transferable. Which means that catch-
ing a ride on The World’s Fastest
Indian will more than likely whoosh
you to reflections of your own cher-
ished passions.

* * * * * * *
The World’s Fastest Indian, rated

PG-13, is a Magnolia Pictures release
directed by Roger Donaldson and stars
Anthony Hopkins, Aaron Murphy and
Annie Whittle. Running time: 127
minutes.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Spring 2006 New Jersey Film
Festival is taking place now through
April 23, at Rutgers University. In-
cluded this season are a variety of
new international films, American
independent features, short subjects,
classic revivals and cutting-edge
documentaries and experimental
films. An important highlight of the
season is the 18th anniversary of the
United States Super 8 Film & Digital
Video Festival, the longest running,
nationally recognized, juried 8mm
Film/Video Festival in North
America. Admission is $5 - $8. For
schedules, directions, and a complete
listing, call (732) 932-8482 or log
onto: www.njfilmfest.com.

* * * * * * *
The Community Theatre in

Morristown will present Urban Bush
Women on Friday, February 24. The
performance is a combination of
dance, music and text as they explore
the transformation of struggle and
suffering of African-Americans into
an expression of the joy of survival.
Admission is $25- $37. For informa-
tion, call (973) 539-8008 or visit:
www.communitytheatrenj.org. Re-
duced admission is available for this
and for the Film Festival above if you
are a Jersey Arts Ticket cardholder.

* * * * * * *
On Sunday, February 26 at 3:00 p.m.,

Crescent Concerts will present Four-
Hand Fiesta with Paul Kueter and
Carolle-Ann Mochernuk on the newly
acquired Baldwin 9-foot concert grand
piano and the already existing Steinway
grand piano. The practice of two people
playing music together on one piano
has been around since a teenaged Mozart
(1756-1791) and his sister Nannerl
toured Europe, entertaining royalty in
their palaces. This performance will
take place at the Crescent Avenue Pres-
byterian Church on East 7th Street and
Watchung Avenue. Park across the street
in Swain’s Gallery lot. Tickets are $15
- $20. Call for information: (908) 756-
2468.

* * * * * * *
The 26th Annual Doll and Teddy

Bear Show will take place on Satur-
day, February 25, at the Somerset
County 4-H Center, from 10 a.m.
until 3:30 p.m. The exhibition and
sale will feature antique and collect-
ible dolls, teddy bears and accesso-
ries, as well as an appraiser (for a $5
fee), refreshments, and a competition
(for a $2 fee). The center is located at
310 Milltown Road in Bridgewater.
Admission is $3.50, but mention you
saw the ad and you’ll get in for $3.
For information, call (609) 466-8005.

* * * * * * *
A Hungarian Wine Tasting will

take place at the Stage House Restau-
rant and Wine Bar on Friday, Febru-
ary 24, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $78,
plus tax and gratuities. You’ll get a
five-course dinner, with a modern
twist on traditional Hungarian cui-
sine, and, of course, wines to comple-
ment each course. The restaurant is
located at 366 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Call (908) 322-4224.

Get Outta’
The House

WAC Exhibition Compels Audience
To Embrace Impact of Breast Cancer

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHUNG – Suffering through
and, in many cases, surviving breast
cancer encompassed a truly evoca-
tive and emotional exhibition at the
Watchung Arts Center (WAC),
“Breast Cancer: An Artist’s View.”

Held in the
facility’s Upper
Gallery, breast
cancer survivor
Clara Liss
M a n h e i m
curated the exhi-
bition, which in-
cludes 29 artists
representing di-
verse and uncon-
ventional media.

While each
piece was pro-
vocative in its
own way, some
were true stand-
outs, including
Mikel Frank’s oil
and pencil on
paper, “One in
the Hand”
($500). The pro-
found sorrow in the hollowed eyes
found in this portrait drew me across
the room.

Nearby, SK Duff’s “Ocean of
Tears,” ($1,000) a construction/in-
stallation with fabric containing
sealed bags of “tears” was a moving
haiku with phrases like “She lives for
today as that may be all lies ahead
before spring.” A soiled and tattered
pillow hangs in the center of the dis-
play with a pinned tress of auburn
hair.

In a short statement, the artist ex-
plains, “The installation represents
the painful art of not just the suffering
from the disease, but the feeling that
loved ones also face as they watch
their wives, mothers, daughters, sis-
ters and friends confront breast can-
cer.”

The patient’s painful emotion and
fear translated eloquently in a mixed
media sculpture, “Angst” ($500) by
Amy Charmatz. And, a fabric quilt/
screen print, “Bad Hair Day” ($650) by
fabric artist Rayna Gillman spelled out
some of the sentiments experienced by
breast cancer patients and survivors.
Stamped repeatedly throughout the
vivid quilt were phrases like “Who am
I?,” “The cruelest memory of a woman’s
face,” “mammography” and “left breast,
right breast.”

Ellen Hanauer offered two acrylic
pieces, “Woman of the Scar Clan”
($1,200), which depicted a woman

nursing the scars of a removed breast,
and “Seer of Fear” ($1,200) where
the figure was shown in an almost
fetal position sucking her toe. Both
paintings were done in contrasting
colors of blues and yellows and blues
and oranges.

Suspended from the gallery ceiling
was “Reconstructed Breast: I am still
beautiful” by B.J. Kaufman. Stained
glass, chains of varying sizes, painted
wire often in a honeycomb or webbed
pattern and other diverse materials
were the ingredients used to catch the
audience’s attention.

Two gallery windows were adorned
with long pink ribbons and paper
Ginko leaves imprinted with the
names those impacted by the disease.
Created by Francesca Azzara,
“Women I know Women they know,”
was a breakaway construction, and
each ribbon cost $5.

The lyrics of “Run For Life” by
rock star Melissa Etheridge came to
life in a truly innovative paper carou-
sel book by Vasileki Birrell entitled
“Run for your Life.” Etheridge’s lyr-
ics were printed out below as the
book spun above with paper figures
of women determined to fight breast
cancer and win.

Ms. Manheim presented several
unique pieces, including a computer
generated ink jet on fabric display,
“After the Mammoth Falls,” which
was eclectic and embellished with
beads and other materials. She also
impressed with the mixed media piece
“Shocked,” which swirled with emo-
tion and fluorescent colors as the bare
figure seemed to look beyond the
canvas to support.

Lisa Suss offered 12 smaller pieces
detailing in mixed media a year with
breast cancer. Based on Picasso’s

“Girl Before A Mirror,” Suss used
collage to express the physical and
emotional impact of breast cancer, as
well as offering thanks to her hus-
band, family and friends for their
support and love.

Also worth mentioning were
JoEllen Trilling’s vibrant acrylic on

c a n v a s ,
“ P r a y e r s
from Earth,”
($500) which
d e p i c t e d
w i n g e d
hearts and
vines with the
letters spell-
ing breast
cancer inter-
twined in
s e p a r a t e
places on the
c a n v a s .
Printed cards
of the paint-
ing are $5
each.

Located at
18 Stirling
Road in
Wa tc hung ,

“Breast Cancer: An Artist’s View”
will be displayed through Sunday,
March 5. A closing reception will be
held that day from 2 to 5 p.m., with a
staged reading of a play about breast
cancer, For Tiger Lilies Out Of Sea-
son by Dr. Andrea Green. The play
will be performed by Avenue Theatre
of Maplewood.

Gallery hours are 1 to 4 p.m.
from Tuesday to Saturday, and
Thursdays from 1 to 7 p.m. For
more information or directions, call
(908) 753-0190 or visit
www.watchungarts.org.

Next, fabrics are chosen from a
multitude of swatches and books.

“Then the real fun begins,” Joe joked.
“We have to make a Tech Pack, which
is really the blueprint for each gar-
ment. It tells the measurements for the
garment, different appliqués you might
be using, different buttons, what they’re
made out of, what type of graphic, and
how you’re going to apply that graphic.
Then you have to decide what type of
wash you’re going to use, what type of
stitching, what size stitch, what thread
color, how many stitches per inch…”

Joe believes Tech Packs to be the
toughest part of the job.

“If you get one thing wrong, it
could cost the company thousands of
dollars,” he explained.

Designers often have to be able to
go from initial sketch to finished prod-
uct in as little as three weeks.

“It’s like working in a pressure
cooker sometimes,” Joe added.

Joe cited current trends in design
going toward a “cleaner” look.

“The urban ‘street’ look is going
out,” Joe reported. “You’re going to
see less rips in jeans and not as dis-
tressed. Neutrals and earth tones are
still popular, but small bursts of tur-
quoise and pink pop colors like those
in the 1980’s are coming back.”

While his work at Caffeine keeps him
quite busy, Joe still hasn’t lost sight of his
dream to start his own company. He
continues to design his own contempo-
rary menswear pieces inspired by 1950’s
hot rod culture and action sports.

He describes his style as “fashion
forward, but masculine,” and says his
meticulous detail work and attention
to stitching and seams are becoming
his signature.

Joe shared that he finds inspiration
for his designs everywhere.

“I might see a movie, a car, sculp-
tures. Or, if I’m going out and walking
in the city, I see so many different
people and so many different styles,”
Joe explained. “You could take some-
thing you see on one person and put it
with something you saw on another.
But lots of times, it just comes from my
own head, without any inspiration.”

His favorite fabrics to work with
are leather, denim and wool blends.
He’s attracted to dark shades like
black, although he also likes to use
baby blue and red for accents.

Joe plans to market his clothing
line under the brand name “Nasty,”
and some of those designs have al-
ready appeared in magazines and trade
publications. Still, he’s not quite ready
to launch the full line yet.

“It’s just been hard to find a repu-
table and trustworthy investor,” Joe
said.

Joe hopes to one day design for
both men and women, inspired by the
“higher end” styles of Valentino and
Alexander McQueen.

He has also spoken at North
Plainfield High School to share career
advice with students who are inter-
ested in starting out in the business.

“Design what you would like to
wear,” Joe advised. “That makes the
whole process flow easier.”

When Joe is not designing, he un-
winds with martial arts, such as
Jujitsu, in which he has a 3rd degree
black belt, and the Brazilian-style
Capoeira.

He also likes to work on cars.
“Nothing under the hood,” Joe said

with a smile. “I just like designing the
outside.”

Joe currently resides in North
Plainfield and is happy to be making
a career out of his passion.

“I love having the freedom to trans-
late my ideas into designs, and then to
watch those designs come to frui-
tion,” he said.

Caffeine clothing is currently sold
at department stores such as Macy’s,
Lord & Taylor and Nordstrom as well
as smaller boutiques. Those interested
in Joe’s “Nasty” designs can contact
him at JB_Design@hotmail.com.

THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED…Fundraising activities, such as “The Road to
Morocco” Gala, enable groups like the New Jersey Workshop for The Arts
Symphony Orchestra to perform for various community audiences. Seen here is
the orchestra, directed by Janet Lyman, performing for residents at an assisted
living center.

NJ Workshop For The Arts
Travels Road to Morocco

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 26, the main ballroom of the
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains will lead supporters of the arts
down “The Road to Morocco,” as the
non-profit New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts holds its annual fundraising
gala to benefit scholarships and pro-
gramming.

Costumed hosts will greet attend-
ees at the 4 p.m. cocktail hour, featur-
ing renowned jazz pianist Ernie Scott,
who will reprise his role as Sam in a
regional New York production of
Casablanca. Mr. Scott, a veteran of
stage, screen and television, also ap-
peared on Broadway in Paul Robeson
and The Piano Lesson.

At the conclusion of the cocktail
hour, guests will have an opportunity
to view an array of items at a Moroc-
can bazaar, where they may bid on
silent auction items such as a set of
three wooden camel sculptures, en-
tertainment baskets, books, cosmet-
ics, antique bronze candlesticks,
theme baskets and home décor items.

For the first two hours of the event,
guests may avail themselves of the
talents of Garrett Bender of Face
Benders.Com, who will try to capture
their personalities in his drawings. A
professional belly dancer will add to
the enjoyment of the festivities.

The evening also includes a travel-
ing buffet dinner and appropriately
themed music played by the Full Count
Big Band. Additional entertainment
will be provided by Juan Pineda, from
Broadway’s Miss Saigon, the NJWA
Show Stoppers and The Little Opera
Company of New Jersey. The LOC
will be performing a scene from its
upcoming production of La Boheme.
A musical segment, starring Pineda,
Maureen Monroe and Valerie Pineda,
will pay tribute to the “Road” pictures.

During the evening, several televi-
sion monitors will be showing some
of these “Road” pictures, the inspira-
tion for the gala’s theme. “The Road
to Morocco” was a comedy released
in 1942, starring Bing Crosby, Bob
Hope, Dorothy Lamour and Anthony
Quinn. The movie received Academy
Award nominations for Best Sound,
Recording, and Best Writing, Origi-
nal Screenplay. The United States
Library of Congress selected the film
to be preserved in the National Film
Registry.

A highlight of the evening will be a
live auction called by Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21). Noted for his
quick wit and humorous style, As-
semblyman Bramnick is often asked
to display his inimitable auctioneering
talents at various fundraising and
charitable events. Some of the items
to be auctioned are a signed biogra-
phy of Bruce Springsteen, an oriental
carpet, an airplane sightseeing tour of
lower Manhattan along the Hudson
River, an NBC guided tour, a gourmet
dinner in your home, desserts made
for a year and a prize package includ-
ing theater tickets, dinner and car
transportation to New York.

A 50/50 raffle has attracted great
interest at previous galas. Raffle books
are available at the workshop office,
and the ticket holder need not be
present to win. Last year’s winner
received a prize of $2000.

Tickets for the gala are $85 per
person. For more details about the
event, visit the NJWA office at 150-
152 East Broad Street, Westfield, or
phone (908) 789-9696. Additional
information about the organization is
available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Openings Still Available for
Horseback Riding Lessons

New Column: Home
And Garden Inquiries

Remodeling your kitchen or bath
and unsure what countertop surface
to choose? Wish you could give
your property more curb appeal but
unsure how to begin? Submit your
home & garden questions, and The
Leader-Times, along with our local
experts, will provide answers in an
upcoming new column. Send ques-
tions to cstorms@goleader.com or
editor@goleader.com

~Christie Storms

Affordable Housing
Important To NJ

MOUNTAINSIDE — The first
annual Artists’ Showcase sponsored
by the Friends of the Mountainside
Public Library will be held on Sun-
day, March 5, from noon to 4 p.m. at
the library.

This event will provide an opportu-
nity to view and purchase art works
created by local artists. All of the art
works are original, one-of-a-kind
pieces and include oils, acrylics, wa-
tercolors, photography, sculpture,
mixed media and more. Artists from
Union, Essex and Middlesex coun-
ties will be represented. Admission is
free, and parking is plentiful and re-
freshments will be served to those in
attendance.

A highlight of the Artists’ Show-
case will be a silent auction featuring
fine art works donated by the partici-
pating artists. The Mountainside Li-
brary is located on Constitution Plaza,
off New Providence Road. For more
information, call the library at (908)
233-0115.

Teen Arts Touring
Exhibit on Display

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders is sponsoring
the Teen Arts Touring Exhibit at the
Elizabethtown Gas Company, 1085
Morris Avenue in Union until March 9.

The exhibit consists of 44 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual art works shown at the 2005
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College.

From Mountainside, Deerfield
School’s Gabriel Rodrigues and
Michael Yang were among those
whose artwork was chosen.

In Scotch Plains, representing Union
County Vo-Tech were Xavier Rodriguez
and Ahliyah Walker. Also, the artwork
of Angel Diaz from Hillcrest Academy
was recognized. Student work from
Westfield included that of Edison Inter-
mediate School’s Geoff Stribling and
Lauren Poluszney. Westfield’s Mike
Dermek of Beadleston High School
was chosen as well.
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Local Artist Joe Ballé

JoEllen Trilling, “Prayers from Earth,”
acrylic on canvas.

B.J. Kaufman, “Reconstructed Breast:
I am still beautiful,” mixed media.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s Watchung Stable is busy
preparing for the start of spring riding
lessons.

Registration began in early January,
and while intermediate classes have
filled up fast, space is still available for
beginners. All applicants must be nine
years of age or older. Class and troop
assignments are based upon riding
ability as determined by the stable
management. Applicants with previ-
ous experience may be asked to dem-
onstrate their riding ability in order to
be placed in the appropriate class.

Classes are held Tuesdays through
Saturdays. Spring troop will last 10
weeks beginning March 17 and will
culminate with the Spring Troop
Horse Show.

The Watchung Stable also features
adult lessons for people 18 years of
age and older beginning the week of
March 19. Classes for adults are avail-

able on Sundays at 12:45 p.m., Tues-
days at 10 a.m. and Wednesdays at
7:30 p.m.

The cost to participate begins at
$200 for 10 classes and varies with
Union County residency status and
troop assignment. Uniforms and hel-
mets are required and must be pro-
vided at the rider’s expense. Registra-
tion forms and fees must be submitted
in-person at the Watchung Stable,
which is located at 1160 Summit Lane
in Mountainside. Office hours are 9
a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. daily.

For further information, and to ob-
tain registration materials, call (908)
789-3665.

Book Store To Hold
Meet-and-Greet Events

WESTFIELD – To help fight the
winter chill, The Town Book Store of
Westfield is hosting two very different
meet-and-greet book signings this
weekend. On Saturday, February 25,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., New Jersey
author Karla Baker will be in the store
to promote her new book, “Sugar &
Spice with a Teaspoon of Vanilla Ex-
tract.”

This collection of short stories hits
upon many women’s issues includ-
ing low self-esteem, molestation,
drug-addiction, domestic violence,
possessiveness, infidelity, biracial
relationship, confidence/arrogance,
identity crisis and more.

Then, from 2 to 4 p.m., Westfield
native Robert Palmer will be signing
copies of his new novel, “Patriot
James.” The book questions: how far
will a woman go to fight terrorism
and how should a civilized society
fight terrorism?

If you are unable to attend these
events, call and reserve an
autographed copy. To answer any
questions, call The Town Book Store
at (908) 233-3535.

Theater Project Hosts
Comedy Yes, Deer

CRANFORD – The Theater
Project, Union County College’s
Professional Theater Company, is
continuing its series of free
performances of new plays on
Saturday afternoon, February 18, at 3
p.m. with a staged reading of Yes,
Deer by Loretta Napolitano.

Yes, Deer is a romantic comedy about
a New Jersey couple that dearly loves
each other but can’t come to terms over
the deer in their own backyard.

The presentation will be followed
by a discussion with the playwright,
director, actors and audience in the
Union County College atrium in the
student commons, 1033 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford. Admission is free.

For more information, call 908 659-
5189.
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JC Superstar
In the last supper scene, the band

shines. On opening night, however,
there were a few moments when the
band, which is compactly nestled
under the impressive catwalk struc-
ture, overshadowed the vocalists, but
overall, the folks on the soundboard
must be masters.

The gigantic cast and crew suc-
cessfully deliver a larger-than-life su-
per show to an intimate theater like
CDC.

SP Grad Salisbury
Explores Death Valley
SCOTCH PLAINS – Allyson

Salisbury of Scotch Plains was one of
11 Susquehanna University students
who explored Death Valley National
Park in California this winter. The
group, led by Dr. Andrew Kozlowski,
assistant professor of earth and envi-
ronmental science at the university,
was composed of members of the
Geo Club and Outdoors Club.

The outdoor enthusiasts chose
Death Valley as the destination for
their educational experience because
of its geological features. The stu-
dents explored various geological
sites and took turns presenting infor-
mation about those sites to the rest of
the group. They also hiked up can-
yons and studied the geological fea-
tures of the valley.

Allyson, a sophomore Environmen-
tal Science major, is a 2004 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and is the daughter of Brian
and Connie Salisbury.


