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Raiders Dominate
BridgeH2O, 55-24

CRUIKSHANK, MACKAY, BOYD, WILLARD GRAB PINS

Somerville Pioneers Unsettle
Blue Devil Matmen, 39-36
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devils Steve Cruikshank,
Colin MacKay, Mark Boyd and Colin
Willard rose to the occasion by re-
cording falls but four close bouts won
by the visiting Somerville High
School wrestling team led to a 39-36
victory over Westfield on February

11. The 12-4 Blue Devils needed just
one of those bouts to go in their favor
to win the match.

The first sign of the misfortune for
the Blue Devils began in the opening
bout when Pioneer heavyweight Josh
Sadler scored an escape and a
takedown in the second period and
yielded only an escape to Zach Bullek
to claim a 3-1 decision. With the
score 15-12 in favor of the 8-14 Pio-
neers, the Blue Devils dropped con-
secutive 4-1 bouts at 130-lbs and 135-
lbs when Pioneer Kevin Stiles re-
corded a takedown and a two-point
tilt while limiting Matt Kamel to an
escape, and Dan Stiles held Matt
Shaffer to an escape while recording
two takedowns. The fourth close bout
came at 145-lbs when Blue Devil Joe
Corea was ahead, 8-7, but quickly got
reversed and pinned in 3:02 by
Esteban Sato.

“Today, I felt half our team came to
wrestle. The other half didn’t. Unfor-
tunately, the half that didn’t prevailed
for Somerville. There were tossup
bouts that we had to have and we lost
all four of them,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz.

Fresh off a fine second-place per-

formance at the Union County Tour-
nament and a recent victory in his
bout at Rahway, Blue Devil Colin
MacKay (125-lbs) punished Dan
Soffer, using a series of near-falls,
including a figure four of the head,
before pinning him in 4:14 with a slip
around to a single grapevine and a
shoulder hook.

“I’m taking it one match at a time.
At Union County, since my name
finally got out there, since I beat a
couple of kids that I wasn’t supposed
to beat, my confidence has been
boosted. And I am going out there
with the will to win,” said MacKay.

After no Pioneer stepped on the
mat to challenge Blue Devil Andrew
Shaffer at 152-lbs Boyd (160-lbs)
stuck Clayton VanNess in 4:22 with a
lateral throw but not without a wakeup
call. VanNess caught Boyd sleeping
in the first period and recorded a
takedown and a two-point tilt but
Boyd came to life in a big way to grab
a takedown and rip VanNess with a
three-point near-fall in the second
period. Early in the third period, Boyd
slammed VanNess to the mat to record
the fall.

Blue Devil Icemen Make
NJSIAA State Tourney

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was an emotional week for the
Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Team, but when all was said and done
the Blue Devils achieved their goal of
qualifying for the NJISSA State Tour-
nament. The Blue Devils began the
week with an 8-2 win over Passaic
Valley (PV), lost to Montclair
Kimberley Academy (MKA), 2-1, on
February 8 and defeated Verona, 5-2,
on February 10.

The Blue Devils were one game
below the .500 cut off for the tourna-
ment and they knew that their game
against Passaic Valley was going to
be their last easy win. The Blue Dev-
ils made a big statement, jumping out
to a 4-0 lead just three minutes into
the game against a team that will also
be in the state tournament. Sal
Esposito fired in four goals and John
Attanasio flicked in two. Junior Adam
Becker played well in goal.

Against Montclair-Kimberley
Academy, a tough divisional oppo-
nent, the Blue Devils trailed 2-0 with
the game clock winding down. Need-
ing a win, the Blue Devils pulled
goalie Eric Zagorski with just under
two minutes remaining. With the ex-
tra attacker on the ice, Westfield
gained an upper hand and Craig
Esposito scored. Inside the final
minute, Attanasio put the puck into
the net for what he thought was a
huge game-tying goal, but the referee
lost sight of the puck and blew the

play dead taking back the Westfield
goal. MKA won the game dropping
the Blue Devils back below the cutoff
mark.

Westfield’s match up with Verona
had some interesting story lines.
Verona, like Westfield, could not lose
the game if they wished to qualify for
the state tournament. It was also the
first time the teams had played since
they finished in a 2-2 tie for the Van
Cott Cup championship.

Verona controlled the game’s early
minutes, but they were not able to
beat WHS goalie Zagorski. Sal
Esposito scored to give Westfield a 1-
0 lead. Also in the first period, Mike
Foley extended the lead to 2-0.

The second period was very evenly
played, but Verona was still unable to
beat Zagorski. Before the intermis-
sion after an end-to-end rush by Seth
Davidson, Jeff Mysel put home the
rebound to put Verona in a big three-
goal hole.

The desperate Verona team came
out flying to start the third period and
less than five minutes in, they had
made it a 3-2 game. With time running
out on their hopes of qualifying for the
tournament, Verona continued to pres-
sure but, with around five minutes
remaining, on his first shift as a for-
ward, Jacob Stevens-Haas stole the
puck from a Verona defenseman and
put Westfield ahead, 4-2. Verona pulled
their goalie with two minutes remain-
ing and Craig Esposito finished the
scoring with an empty net goal.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HIS FIRST GOAL…Blue Devil Jeffrey Mysel, No. 34, scored his first
goal of the season to give Westfield a 3-0 lead in the second period in a 5-2 victory
over Verona.

and picked up two near-fall points,”
said Cannon. “In the second period I
pulled him over for the takedown, got
the reverse and rode him out in the
third period.”

In the final bout, 130-lb Raider
Ricky Olsson worked a takedown and
an arm-bar on Oran Johnson before
terminating him via a fall at 3:15.

“The kids knew there was no room
for error today. As a team we’re ready
for sectionals against North
Hunterdon on Tuesday. Hopefully we
can beat them to get to Voorhees and
then move on, concluded Scholz.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
135: Adam Friedman, BR, p Rob
Desiato, 1:46
140: Dan Liss, S, p Damien Gibbs,
1:05
145: Mineo (S) p Abozoid, 0:47
152: Wayne Hampton (BR) p Dave
DeNichilo, 3:29
160: Bachi (S) p Bruno, 0:49
171: O’Neill (S) p Hampton, 3:04
189: Giannaci (S) p Koumcuzis, 0:52
215: Dragon (BR) p Keith Baker, 3:11
Hwt: Loomis (S) p Czekaj, 0:57
103: Schardien (S) p Hreson, 2:16
112: Ferrara (S) d Ken Giorandino, 7-6
119: Gano (S) p Radwanski, 3:25
125: Cannon (S) md Conkin, 8-0
130: Olsson (S) p Johnson, 3:15

Rahway Matmen Ice
Blue Devils, 59-15

The 14-1 Rahway High School
wrestling team handed the visit-
ing 12-3 Westfield Blue Devils a
59-15 defeat on February 9. Blue
Devil junior Colin MacKay con-
tinued his winning ways by re-
cording a 31 second fall over In-
dian Brenno Martin at 125-lbs.
Steve Cruikshank won by injury
default over Sandile Mandini at
215-lbs and Sam Reichbach won
a 7-4 decision over Muath Aljaludi
at 119-lbs.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO WRAP THINGS UP…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, top, has an arm bar with wrist control on Pioneer Dan Soffer
in the 125-lb bout. MacKay wrapped things up in 4:14 with a slip around to a single grapevine and a shoulder hook.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A CHIN UP…Raider Joe Bachi, top, works on controlling Panther
Jimmy Bruno’s chin in the 160-lb bout. Bachi pinned Bruno in 49 seconds.

SCOTCH PLAINS

This nearly new (2004) sophisticated & elegant Townhome, freshly painted with a dramatic Ralph Lauren palette,
features CAC, recessed lighting and crown molding throughout, Palladian-top windows, vaulted ceiling in living room,
and a spectacular loft family room.  Main level features gleaming Cherry hardwood floors, living room w/fireplace,
separate dining area, gorgeous kitchen & more.  2-3 bedrooms, including master bedrooms, with sliders to balcony,
2 ½ baths.  DIR: The Reserve: Rt 22 W rt just before McDonalds Donato Circle #117 (052000864)

WESTFIELD
Welcome to this wonderful home situated on a large lot.  Pride of ownership abounds in the meticulously maintained
Cape Cod style home.  You will fall in love with the spaciousness this house affords with an oversized living room,
family room, kitchen & 3 amply sized bedrooms on the 2nd fl.  This house is a true gem & features hardwood floors,
wood-burning fireplace & 2 zone central air & heating.  The very large finished basement with a full 3rd bath presents
an opportunity to have a possible 4th bedroom/in-law suite/au-pair suite.  Short distance from downtown & NY
transportation.  (052000636)

Step back in time when houses had character & charm.  This 1930’s Colonial with full front porch, offers a formal
living room with a beamed ceiling and fireplace & a formal dining room large enough for your furniture & family.
Enjoy 3 spacious bedrooms and 2 baths.  If you need extra room the 3rd floor offers the opportunity for a 4th bedroom
or media room.  In addition, the full unfinished basement is just waiting to be turned into a family room/home office.
Lastly, you will be pleased to find a 2 car detached garage with additional storage space.  DIR: Park to Westfield Ave.
& Westfield Rd. #866 (052000866)

WESTFIELD
Welcome to 1111 Wychwood Road located on a distinctive cul de sac bordering Echo Lake Golf Course.  This classic Center Entry Colonial
residence combines a gracious and elegant floor plan with impeccable custom upgrades and amenities.   A marble fireplace with dentil
moldings accents the sunlit formal living room which boasts an elegant Andersen bay window and French doors.  The well-appointed formal
dining room with dentil molding and Andersen bay, invites dinner parties and family gatherings alike.  A sky-lit kitchen (16 x 19) with center-
island, abundant cabinetry, wet bar, desk and French door to deck, is sure to be a favorite.  A lovely family room, four generous bedrooms,
updated baths and recreation room complete this picture and add a sensibility for today’s active lifestyle.  The timeless appeal of this treasure
will forever welcome you home with pride.  DIR: E. Broad St. lt on Woodland Ave. rt onto Wychwood Rd. #1111 (052000873)

Open House: Sun. 2/19  12-4pmSpacious Cape

Open House: Sun. 2/19  12-4pmOpen House: Sun. 2/19  12-4PM $415,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $489,000

$669,000 $1,175,000


