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ZAZZALI NETS 15, MILLER HITS 17, LAW GETS 13 RBS

Raider Cagers Control Early,
Sting Blue Devil Girls, 51-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A hungry mindset, along with su-
periority under the boards, eventu-
ally led to a 33-19 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team victory over Westfield in
the first meeting on January 3 in
Scotch Plains. Still hungry, the 14-6
Raiders controlled the boards with 28
rebounds and received a strong first-
half offensive performance from Allie
Zazzali to sting the 14-7 Blue Devils,
51-35, in Westfield on February 9.

Zazzali sank 13 (including three 3-
pointers) of her team-leading 15 points
in the first half and, combined with an
effective full-court press that limited
Blue Devil Erin Miller to only four of
her 17 points, the Raiders took a 27-12
lead. Perhaps not particularly in their
game plan, the Raiders finished the
game with six 3-pointers, two from
Lauren Mains (6 points) and another
from Rachel Kruper (5 points).

“Our game plan was to get it inside
because we are a little bit bigger than
them but they ended up leaving us
open on the outside,” said Zazzali.
“So if we are open, we are going to
shoot. We have a lot of people who
can shoot 3-pointers. Mains had two.
Rachel had one.”

“That was big,” Raider Head
Coach Bruce Davis said of Zazzali’s
3-pointers.

Davis added, “Mains hit those two
threes when they were starting to
pack the zone in. They went to the
box in one trying to take Zazzali out
of the game. That made a big differ-
ence because it killed their strategy.”

The real deciding factor, however,
was the 28 rebounds recorded by the
Raiders, especially their taller inside
girls. Jackie Law (8 points, 13 re-
bounds) pulled down seven offensive
and six defensive boards and Lauren
Benovengo (5 points) cleared out the

area and grabbed five rebounds.
“We beat them on the boards. We

got a lot of offensive rebounds. We
got a lot of scores on put backs. That
made a big difference today,” said

Davis. “It also keeps them from fast
breaking. They like to run and push
the ball up the floor. When we re-
bound, they can’t, especially offen-

VENEZIA SINKS 22 POINTS, DOUGHER TOSSES IN 12

Hot Blue Devil Boys Crunch
Raider Basketballers, 67-38

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive and defensive dominance
belonged to the Blue Devils in their
67-38 victory over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team on February 9. Blue
Devil guard Mike Venezia torched
the net with 22 points – 4-for-4 from
the free throw line. Venezia this sea-
son is 68-for-83 (81.9 percent) from
the stripe.

Blue Devil forward Josh Gerckens
got the job done both offensively and
defensively as he tossed in 12 points
and ruled the boards with 10 rebounds.
Terron Rogers and Dan Pritsker each
rolled in 10 points and were effective
under the boards. Point guard Tom
Bonard hit two 3-pointers and fin-
ished with six points.

Raider guard Bryan Dougher
poured in 14 points, including three
3-pointers, and had three assists and
one steal. Rob Lewis accounted for
nine points, two assists and one steal.
Forward Sean Young added six points
and five rebounds.

“We’re in one of those situations
where we’re getting some revenge
from our earlier losses in the season.
A huge Shabazz loss, a 64-62 loss to
Scotch Plains on January 3, so I chal-
lenged our guys about being able to
exact some revenge and they did a
good job at that today,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“These guys played really tough de-
fense and they followed through with
what we wanted to do. We took Young
and Bayard out of the game, no one
stepped up for them and that was the

bottom line.”
The Blue Devils established a fast

up-tempo right from the tip-off and
pounded away at the Raiders to grab
a 17-6 lead. Venezia put in eight points.
The Raiders’ defense failed to thwart
the Blue Devils’ back-cut, back-
screen and reversal attack in the sec-
ond quarter. By spreading the floor,
the Devils found the open shots.
Rogers and Pritsker hit respective
two-point jumpers and three pointers
and Gerckens hit eight points to ride
a 37-14, halftime lead into the locker
room. Dougher scored five points,
including a bomb from down town.

“We put people into situations were
they were going to succeed. We
wanted to try to take advantage of
people who were not aggressive

Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield
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www.westfieldrealtynj.comService
State Licensed Appraiser

*****SCOTCH PLAINS NEW HOMES*****

 
New construction on a quiet cul-de-sac. This classically designed home is perfect
for family living with 4 large bedrooms, 3.5 baths, an oversized designer kitchen
w/granite counters opening into an 18’ x 23’ family room w/fireplace. $1,150,000.

 

New colonial featuring 5 bedroom, 3 baths, a state of the art kitchen w/granite
countertops & tile backsplash, family room w/gas fireplace, multi zone heating &

cooling, central vacuum, 9’ceilings on the first floor, hardwood floors. $1,299,900.

MERCADO ROLLS 689 SERIES, ETTINGER ROLLS 278

Blue Devil Bowlers Capture
North Jersey, Section 2 Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Regrouping from a third-place fin-
ish in the Union County Tournament,
the Westfield High School bowling
team seized top honors in the North
Jersey, Section 2 Tournament at Eagle
Rock Lanes in West Orange on Feb-
ruary 11. The Blue Devils finished
with a team total of 2,968 followed by
Morris Hills at 2,954 and Linden at
2,852. It was the Blue Devils’ sixth
section crown in the past 10 years and
first since 2004.

Union Catholic placed sixth with a
total of 2,740, Roselle Park was 16th
at 2,589, Elizabeth took 17th at 2,588,
Roselle Catholic was 18th at 2,584,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed 21st
at 2,525 and Cranford, the Union
County Tournament champion,
placed 22nd at 2,511.

“You never know what happens,”
expressed Blue Devil Head Coach
Mike Tirone who added, “That’s quite
an accomplishment because no other
team (in the section) won it twice in

10 years.”
The top three teams and top nine

individuals in each section qualified
for the state championship to be
played at Brunswick Zone Carolier
Lanes in North Brunswick on Mon-
day, February 20, beginning at 9 a.m.
In all, given some alternates, there
will be 17 teams vying for the team
title and 40 individuals competing for
the individual crown.

Blue Devil junior Harrison
Mercado turned in the fourth highest
series of the day with a 689 (262-213-
214) and Bryan Elasser rolled games
of 199-235 and 200 for a 634 series to
place eighth. Both qualified for the
state tournament. Mercado also quali-
fied last year.

In Game 1, the Blue Devils rolled a
930 total, which placed them in the
eighth position. Mercado’s 262 was
the second highest game of the day.

The Blue Devils’ output in Game 2
set all the opposition back in their
seats. With an 1,134 total, the Blue
Devils established the highest single

game total in Westfield High School
history and catapulted into first place.
In his first ever varsity competition,
Brett Ettinger, who rolled a 570 se-
ries, rolled the high game of the tour-
nament with a 278. Mercado and Eric
Curialle (566 series) each rolled 213,
Elasser had a 235 and Arley Rojas,
who finished with a 546 series, turned
in a 195.

“He was a nine pin away from a
300 game. That propelled us to first
place. That 1,134 was a killer,” com-
mented Tirone.

According to Tirone, the Blue Dev-
ils rolled a 904 in Game 3 to just hold
on.

“You can’t have one weak spot. All
five spots have to be gelling,” said
Tirone.
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© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Grand 6 Bedroom 3 ½ bath Victorian
featuring a wonderful wrap around porch
leading to a gracious Entry Foyer w/quarter
sawn oak flooring and columns leading to
the formal Living Room w/fireplace set on a
diagonal; Formal Dining Room w/bay
window w/seat; updated Eat In Kitchen;
Family Room w/wet bar; 1st floor Laundry;
3rd floor retreat with 2 Bedrooms and full
bath; nestled on 1/3 of an acre w/heated pool.
Great location close to town and Franklin
and Roosevelt Schools! WSF0095

WESTFIELD
$1,395,000

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY BLUE DEVILS…Raider Loni Kaye, No. 13, is surrounded by a trio of Blue Devils (Gabby Jacobs,
Casey El Koury and Danielle Infantino). The Raiders controlled the boards and defeated the Blue Devils 51-35.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT A HELPING HAND…Blue Devil Josh Gerckens gets his hand in the way of Raider Bryan Dougher who attempts to
make a lay-up. The Blue Devils controlled the boards and the game, winning 67-38.

weichert.com

Open House: Sun. 2/19  12-4pm

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Kathy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Kathy Alagna

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Captivating spacious Ranch home featuring a large living
room with an impressive marble façade fireplace, formal dining room,
large eat-in kitchen, finished basement with summer kitchen, three
bedrooms and two and one-half baths.  Fabulous landscaped grounds
including in-ground pool, deck and patio. $629,000.  DIR: Central Ave.
to Cedar or Cambridge to Avon #227 (052000868)


