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What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.
Virtual surgery that can treat even 
inoperable tumors.
Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor.  Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body.  And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time.  Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org
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Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

Volunteer Feels ‘Lucky’
To Live With Thai Family

By Mary L. Snauffer
Editor’s Note: Mary Snauffer is

beginning a two-year assignment with
the Peace Corps in Thailand. She is
writing a first-hand account of her
experiences in this column for The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

* * * * *
I am living in a rural village with a

host family in the northwest of Thai-
land for the next three months. The
first time I met my host family I
thought I was going to throw up I was
so nervous. My host father has two
teeth. My host mother is cross-eyed.

There was a translator at the hotel
where my host family picked me up.
The father told my translator I was
beautiful, white and nice smelling
and that they have a son who is my
age and not married and that the son
lives at home. I looked at the transla-
tor terrified then at my host father,
who was smiling ear to ear.

Suddenly, I was being whisked
away in the back of a pick-up truck. I
stared open mouthed at my translator
smiling and waving from the curb. I
thought I was going to die. Or be
married off to the son. Or sold into
human trafficking. Something. Any-
thing. I thought it all as I bumped
along, going deeper and deeper into
the thick of it.

We arrived at the house and had
chicken blood soaked in gelatin for
dinner. With rice. I was shown the
basin of water where I was supposed
to bath. I bathed, awkwardly. Then I
was shown to my bed. I lay down and
waited for something horrible to hap-
pen. Nothing horrible happened.

It took about 12 hours for my nerves
to relax enough to assess the situa-
tion, my new family, objectively and
without discrimination. And this is
what I found: I am very lucky to be
living with them. They own next to
nothing yet they continually give. I
can’t figure how I deserve this. The
kindness. I haven’t a clue how to
return it. How to even begin.

I can barely speak Thai. I’m learn-
ing slowly. My host father loves to
teach me vocabulary and phrases for
hours. He is very patient. My host
mother brings out fruits. Sits with us
and laughs. They are not paid to host
me.

We garden in the mornings before

I bike to language class. My host
mother and I wait by the road with a
bowl of rice and half the day’s food to
give to the Buddhist monks. The
monks arrive around sunrise. They
walk slowly down the road in orange
robes. We give them our food. We
bow and are blessed. Or something. I
never really know what’s going on. I
try to catch the gist.

It seems to me that the hard and
simple truth about humanity is that
everyone is human. Again and again
we try to ignore this. Make it black
and white, good and bad. It would be
a piece of cake if it were that easy.

I wish I could pinpoint the moment
my host family turned from a stereo-
type, a pre-conceived notion, a rumor
to separate individuals. To humans. I
wish there was a formula for this.
How to turn a foreign face familiar.
How to make a distant country re-
spected.

Maybe it begins by throwing up
your arms and resigning your fears
and getting into the back of that pick-
up truck. By going deeper and deeper
into the thick of it. Bumping up and
down the whole way. Crossing over
the borders that never really existed
in the first place.

Mary Lorraine Snauffer can be
contacted by e-mail at
marylorraine.snauffer@gmail.com.

Privatized Medical Care For Inmates
In County Facilities Was Deadly

Letters to the Editor

Every once in a while a story appears in
the newspaper that sends shivers up the
spine. Last week a headline in The Star-
Ledger read, “Another lawsuit cites county
in inmate’s death.” It went on to say, “two
men with medical conditions have died in
the past two years while being incarcer-
ated.” The inmates, 22 and 20 years-old,
succumbed while incarcerated at the
Union County jail.

Aaron Pittman and Donald Davis had
something in common; they both died
horrible deaths, Pittman from Crohn’s
disease and Davis from a stomach infec-
tion. Both were left untreated and their
screams of pain were ignored.

Crohn’s disease is a chronic inflam-
matory disease involving predominantly
the small intestine and colon. The dis-
ease can cause ulcers in the small intes-
tine, colon, or both. Abdominal pain,
diarrhea, vomiting, fever, and weight
loss are symptoms of Crohn’s disease. It
has been said that Aaron Pittman’s medi-

cation for treating his disease was con-
fiscated when he was arrested and de-
tained for violating probation and that he
died just a few hours after being found
unconscious in his cell.

In 1998, The Westfield Leader reported
that the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders awarded a $3.4 million con-
tract to Correctional Health Services, Inc.
of Verona (CHS) to provide health ser-
vices to inmates at the county jail and
detainees at the juvenile detention center.
They would switch the county from pub-
lic to private management of the facili-
ties. Citing reports of other counties uti-
lizing CHS, then County Manager
Michael Lapolla predicted the savings
would be at least $350,000 over two years.

Union County has awarded contracts
to CHS since that time to provide medi-
cal/health care services at the jail, deten-
tion center and the children’s shelter. The
lastest is January 2004 through Decem-
ber 2006 at a cost not-to-exceed $3.6
million for year one, $3.7 million for year
two and $3,968,940 for 2006. According
to New Jersey ELEC, CHS has contrib-
uted to the Union County Democratic
Committee in excess of $60,000 from
September 1998 through March 2004.

About two years ago, two inmates in
Essex County correctional facilities died
on the same day within hours of each
other. Their families filed a joint wrong-
ful death suit against Essex County and
a private health care firm that provides
jail medical services. The cause of death
of both of these inmates is listed as
diabetic ketoacidosis, an emergency
medical condition caused by a severe
lack of insulin.

It is said that in both cases the inmates
while in custody and known diabetics,
pleaded for insulin, which was denied.
CHS is the health care firm being sued in
these inmate deaths.

A February 27, 2005 article in The New
York Times calls “Private Health Care in
Jails a Death Sentence.” It seems as though
no one is asking questions and demand-
ing answers from CHS.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Mahoney Family Happy to Hear
Excellent Diner Is In Paris

SP Educational Farm Not Suited
For Small Street Like Cooper Rd.

The Excellent Diner’s new home in
Disneyland Paris was welcome news to
the Jerry Mahoney Family. Jerry Mahoney
and his company, Jerry O’Mahony Inc.,
built the diner and installed it in Westfield
in 1947. Jerry Mahoney and his family
lived in Westfield for many years, and his
two daughters still reside there.

Jerry started building his first diner
(then called a lunch car) in 1912 in
Bayonne, his hometown. Over the next
38 years he produced more than 2,000
diners and installed them in the North-
east, Midwest and south to Florida and
Texas. He was a pioneer in the diner
industry and helped 12-seat lunch cars
grow into sleek restaurants seating 60 to
150 persons, installed on site, ready to fire
up the grill and start the coffee.

Two O’Mahony diners are on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. They
are Skee’s Diner in Torrington, CT, circa
1920, and Mickey’s Diner in St. Paul,
MN., 1937.

The 1922 Jerry O’Mahony Inc. sales
brochure (which Jerry probably wrote)
stated that in Westfield with “a popula-
tion of 6,800 there are three diners and all
apparently flourishing.” In 1925 he moved
his company to Elizabeth, and his family
to Westfield.

The representative of the Jerry
O’Mahony Inc. who sold the Excellent
Diner to its first owners was Joe Swingle,
(who later ran Swingle’s Diner with his
brother on Route 22, and opened his own
diner manufacturing company in 1957).
Joe, his wife Kay and their family lived in
Westfield, and their children still live there.

Last year before she died, Kay Swingle
told me that she and Joe had visited the
Excellent Diner many times over the years.

I am Jerry’s granddaughter and the
archivist of his papers. For an upcoming
book about him, I would like to hear from
people with information about the com-
pany and O’Mahony diners.

My e-mail is: barmarhoe@comcast.net.

Barbara Marhoefer
Reston, Va.

Editor’s Note: This letter was addressed
to Union County Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella and copied to board mem-
bers, County Manager George Devanney
and Mayor Martin Marks.

* * * * *
It is our understanding that the County

of Union has signed a lease agreement
with (Green Meadows) to operate an “edu-
cational farm” at the Ponderosa located
on Cooper Road in Scotch Plains.

As you may be aware, they have filed
a plan that includes a parking lot for 250

cars and 24 buses. Clearly, an operation
that needs this much parking is not suited
to be on a small residential street such as
Cooper Road. It will destroy the character
of our neighborhood.

It is hard to imagine that the board
understood the extent of their operation
when this deal was signed. Please use your
best efforts to terminate this contract.

I welcome an opportunity to further
discuss this issue at your convenience.

Vincent and Deborah DeLisi
Scotch Plains

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY UPSET...Rochelle Melville, left, and Jen Williamson of Scotch Plains
show the plans to The Leader/Times last week where the county intends to develop
Open Space land at Cooper Road into a petting zoo. Residents are staunchly
opposed to the development and have become organized to fight the proposition.

Registration Extended
For FYO Baseball

FANWOOD — Fanwood Youth
Organization Baseball registration has
been extended until February 24. FYO
baseball is available to the youth of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains in grades
K-8. The season will run from early
April through mid-June.

Tee-ball will be for those in kinder-
garten and Grade 1. Minor league
will be for those in Grades 2 and 3.
Major league will be for those in
Grades 4 and 5. Senior league will be
for those in Grades 6, 7 and 8.

All leagues will teach the funda-
mentals of baseball in a relaxed, fun
atmosphere.

Registration forms are available at
Fanwood Police Headquarters and
Fanwood Public Library.

For more information on FYO
Baseball, please call Rob Burke at
(908) 889-7198.

MS Democrats Slate
 February 23 Meeting
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside Democratic Club will
convene its first meeting of the year
on Thursday, February 23, at 7:30
p.m. in the Mountainside Borough
Hall. The agenda includes the elec-
tion of officers and a discussion of the
club’s role in the Democratic Party’s
2006 election campaign.

Everyone interested in the party’s
future in the borough is welcome.
Refreshments will be served. For more
information, please telephone Rick
Schkolnick at (908) 789-0664.

PTSO Seeks Phone Vols
For Budget Vote Promo

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School PTSO (Parent Teacher
Student Organization) is looking for
volunteers to make reminder phone
calls the night before the school bud-
get vote on April 17. You can do this
from your home or from the phones at
the Coldwell Banker Westfield real
estate office. Please contact Lisa
Quackenbush, PTSO president, if you
are available at (908) 233-3274 or e-
mail to leelawalla@hotmail.com.

Resident Says Roads
Were Not Plowed Well
As a Westfield resident for 20 years, I

have seen many snowstorms. I was very
upset over the condition of our roads after
the snowstorm on the 11th and 12th.
Every person I came in contact with, from
our town or otherwise, had the exact same
concern. They all mentioned how horri-
bly the roads of Westfield were plowed.
Many of the main streets were barely
drivable and the side streets were impos-
sible.

Even by that Monday after the snow-
storm, many of the roads were still hor-
rible. This is not the first snowstorm where
I have noticed our roads are terrible. The
very second I entered Garwood or Scotch
Plains, the roads were completely fine.
Why can these towns manage to plow
their roads so much better than Westfield?

Where is all of our tax money going
that the town cannot afford to make it safe
for our roads to drive on?

Jessica Schwahl
Westfield


