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Nor’easter Keeps Towns Busy
With Long Weekend Digout
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Last weekend’s
blizzard turned the tables on those
who were supposed to have a long
weekend for the state holiday.
The blizzard, which blanketed most
of Union County with nearly two feet
of snow, had close to 100 county
employees working around the clock.
“It came so hard and fast, we
couldn’t keep up,” said Frank Dann,
Director of the Union County Department of Public Works.
Mr. Dann said crews, which had
been working on major area construction projects, had to immediately switch gears to snow removal.
“It’s a daunting task,” he stated.
He said two road projects, in
Mountainside and Berkeley Heights,

were put on hold to utilize the trucks
as salt-spreaders.
There were 50 trucks out beginning Saturday evening, with crews
working 12-to-18-hour shifts.
He said engineers, who usually
don’t plow, were called in because
“crews were getting so tired.”
As of Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Dann
said they were still working because
of the ice conditions and large snow
mounds.
He said clean-up from this storm
would take about five days.
Mr. Dann said a storm of this nature
is less costly because more plows than
salt-spreaders are needed. At $40 a
ton, salt “can be expensive,” he said.
In Westfield, school closings allowed residents to obey the “restricted
travel” notice posted by the police

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader

PROUD MOMENT…New Garwood Police Chief William Legg shakes hands
with his father, Donald, as his mother, Irene, standing at right, looks on after he
was sworn into office prior to Tuesday’s borough council meeting.

William Legg Sworn In
As Garwood Police Chief
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough’s new
Chief of Police, William Legg, was
sworn in by Mayor Dennis McCarthy
during a special ceremony prior to
the Tuesday’s regular borough council meeting at Borough Hall.
Chief Legg replaces outgoing Chief
Dennis Lesak, who announced his
retirement earlier this year after 28
years of service with the department.
During the standing-room-only
ceremony, which combined formality, sentimentality and even humor,
Mayor McCarthy noted that Chief
Lesak followed in the footsteps of his
father, former Police Captain James
Lesak, Sr., making them “the only
father-son team in the borough’s history to work on the police force at the
same time.”
Before presenting Mr. Legg with
his chief’s badge, Mayor McCarthy
read an official resolution congratulating the former chief on his “much
deserved retirement” and “publicly
commending the performance of his
duties.”
Union County Freeholder ViceChairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford presented a separate county
resolution offering congratulations.
“You will be well-remembered here
and throughout Union County,” Freeholder Kowalski said, as many residents, family members, area police
officers and chiefs, state troopers and
borough officials looked on.
In addition, Garwood police officer James Wright presented the
former chief with a plaque from the
local Policemen’s Benevolent Association No. 117.
“The legacy he leaves behind is
one of respect,” Officer Wright said
of Mr. Lesak’s service as chief.
During sentimental reflections on
his police career and his family’s deep
roots in Garwood, Mr. Lesak said it
was “an absolute pleasure” to work
with his fellow officers and added
that the “mayor and council has made
an excellent selection in keeping the
department on the right path” in tapping Chief Legg for the borough’s
top police post.
Mr. Lesak also admitted that, “it’s
hard to say goodbye to a community
you love so much.” Mr. Lesak and his
wife are moving out of state, where
they have purchased a new home.
Before swearing in Chief Legg,
Mayor McCarthy called the new chief
an “exceptional leader and dedicated
police officer,” pointing out that Chief
Legg joined the Garwood police force
in 1981, was promoted to detective in

1997, sergeant a year later, and captain in 2000. Chief Legg’s elderly
father, Daniel Legg, retired as a
Garwood police lieutenant in 1979,
and was on hand for his son’s swearing in ceremony.
Chief Legg, gesturing toward the
overflow crowd that spilled into the
hallways of the municipal building,
briefly thanked borough officials, residents, and his family after taking his
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

department.
Police wanted to “keep the roads as
open as possible,” said Lieutenant
Jim Schneider, so the plows could
finish clearing them.
Westfield crews were out from late
Saturday to late Sunday evening, according to Claude Shaffer of the
Westfield Department of Public
Works (DPW).
“Everyone was in,” said Mr. Shaffer,
adding that crews had to plow two,
even three, times.
On Monday, crews were still doing
“touch up” work, salting school and
municipal lots and downtown areas.
“We were on the ball. Everything
went smoothly,” said Mr. Shaffer.
Police reported no major snowrelated incidents and said even the
officers were all sent out in fourwheel drive vehicles to ensure their
safety.
In Fanwood, two snow-related accidents were reported, according to
Police Sergeant Howard Jarvis. Yesterday on North Avenue, a female
driver spun out of control and hit a
parked car. There were no serious
injuries.
Also in Fanwood, an 11-year-old
girl accidentally hit her 16-year-old
sister with a shovel. The victim suffered a minor cut.
In Mountainside, four snow-related
car accidents were reported Saturday
evening, according to Police Captain
Richard O’Sieja.
He said all of the accidents were
minor and there were no serious injuries.
The accidents, mainly caused by
slippery road conditions, occurred on
Route 22 and the intersections of both
Summit and New Providence Roads.
The town’s fire department had a
less eventful weekend, according to
Captain Matt Watson.
“We used to have a lot of calls, but
not anymore,” he said.
In Scotch Plains, no accidents “out
of the ordinary” were reported, according to Sergeant Brian Donnelly.
“It was a Sunday and everyone
knew it was coming,” Sergeant
Donnelly said, noting it’s the smaller
storms that are often more dangerous
because people still venture outside.
“It caught no one by surprise,” he
said.
But Mr. Dann warned residents not
to put the snow boots away just yet.
“Make no mistake. This winter’s
not over yet,” he stated.

Probe Continues Into Theft
Of St. Helen’s Donations
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Authorities were
continuing their investigation this
week into the theft of collection
money totaling some $17,000 to
$20,000 from a safe at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church on Rahway
Avenue.
According to Sergeant Scott Rodger
of the Westfield Police Department,
the theft is believed to have occurred
between 2:30 and 6 p.m. on January
22, although it was not confirmed
until the following morning. He said
the funds included $6,000 to $8,000
in cash and another $12,000 to
$15,000 in checks.
The money had been collected during the Saturday evening mass January 21 and four masses earlier that
Sunday, the Reverend Monsignor William Harms, Pastor of St. Helen’s
Church, told The Westfield Leader.
A parish priest discovered the money
gone from the sacristy safe at 10 p.m.
on January 22, but assumed it had
been transferred to another safe in the
parish center, Monsignor Harms noted.
The theft was realized the next morning when the money was not found in
the parish center safe either.
The sacristy had been locked after

the money was placed inside the sacristy safe, the pastor observed. He
said that while the safe itself was not
fully locked, it was secured enough
so someone couldn’t access it “without knowing what it was.”
He acknowledged that while certain people affiliated with the church
in an official capacity have keys to the
sacristy, “there is no reason they
should have been at the church at that
hour,” referring to the period of time
it is believed the thefts occurred.
“It’s a little difficult to assess what
is going on,” he added.
Monsignor Harms, who has served
as pastor of St. Helen’s for five years,
said the theft “ impacts us negatively
because we depend on those weekly
contributions to help us meet our financial obligations.” He said the locks
would be changed on the sacristy.
The congregation of St. Helen’s
Church includes 3,500 families comprising 10,000 people.
Monsignor Harms described the
theft as “very unnerving.” He said the
incident left him and parishioners
upset “because so many of these contributions are paid by check,” prompting concerns about who may have
access to congregation members’ personal financial information.

Suspended Police Detective
Offered Job Back With WPD
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A police detective
who faced termination for fixing a
parking summons for her son has
been offered her job back starting this
Tuesday, February 21.
Detective Sandra Chambers was
found guilty last week on five of
seven charges by a disciplinary hearing officer for the ticket fix and for

lying about it during a police department internal investigation. Detective Chambers, who has been on paid
suspension, was suspended for 15
days without pay.
Detective Chambers was found
guilty by hearing officer James
Damato of official misconduct, neglect of duty, “illegal reduction or
deletion of a parking summons for
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Keren Schultz for The Westfield Leader

SNOWED IN…Westfield residents woke up Sunday morning to 20 inches of snow on the ground. Pictured above are cars
on South Avenue at Carleton Road.

Guidance, Technology Budgets
Reviewed at WF BOE Meeting
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of education heard proposals for the 20062007 academic year from guidance
and the instructional technology departments at Tuesday evening’s board
budget meeting.
The hiring of three new guidance
counselors last year has saved the
district 3 percent over the 2005-2006
budget cycle, due to a reduction in
salaries. “Compared to other districts,
our number of counselors is good,”
said Joan Sullivan, assistant vice-principal at Westfield High School and
acting director of guidance.
The instructional technology budget reflects a 1.8 percent increase
over 2005-2006; however, the cost of
implementing a new lease agreement
for computers and related equipment

will reflect a 2 percent decrease from
last year’s budget.
Ms. Sullivan presented the proposed budget items for guidance to
the board, with Business Administrator Robert Berman providing assistance with the numbers.
Contracted salaries for the district’s
21 counselors, a soon-to-be-hired director of guidance, and 5.5 secretaries will go from $1,892,373 to
$1,836,667; this reflects a $55,706
decrease over last year. WHS guidance would like to add $5,500 to its
budget for college visitations, a new
copier for $3,172 and $1,200 to be
allocated for conferences.
Board member Kimberly Rhodes
stated, “I do not feel that the value for
the dollar is money well spent on
elementary counseling.” The elementary schools have three counselors

program, new graphic calculators for
grades 6 to 8 and increased support
for the arts. The plan also included
“curriculum mapping” to revise spelling programs in grades 1 to 2, music
programs in grades 3 to 5, science
programs in grades k to 4 and to
update science programs.
The total projected enrollment in
Mountainside, for grades Pre-K
through 12, is 1,009 students.
Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee, Raymond Haggar,
pointed out that the state’s mandated
budget cap, which is still unknown,
would impact the final budget.
The next phase of the budget discussion, which includes revenue, appropriations, dissolution money, special education and tax rates, will be at
the February 28 board meeting.
The board also passed a motion to
hold the school election on Tuesday,
April 18 from 2 to 9 p.m.
In other business, Dr. O’Malley
reported the results of an on-line sur-

serving 2,856 students.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley responded to Ms. Rhodes
concerns, explaining that these counselors assist the principals on several
different levels; they teach about bullying in school, address issues surrounding friendship pressures and
adjustment and they conduct small
group counseling sessions. “They help
principals with discipline,” he stated,
“bullying starts at the elementary
level. It is a continuing concern.”
Other expenditures for guidance
include fees for HSPA and WISK
testing in ninth and 10th grades and
the cost of printing an elementary
handbook for parents of children in
kindergarten and first grade, as well
as new students.
Supervisor of Instructional Technology Barbara Mammen, with the
assistance of Chief Technology Officer Hal Johnson, presented the board
with her “Vision of the Future.” Her
presentation discussed how the district needs to keep up with educating
the “Net Generation.” This could be
done by some of her proposals, including implementing a new curriculum for technology literacy for grades
3 through 8; the design of a new
curriculum for high school students,
to continue to infuse technology resources in schools and classrooms,
the expansion of professional development for teachers and enhancing
the district website, including teacher
homepages.
Ms. Mammen has earmarked the
budget for these budget items as
$1,689,715, which reflects a $30,640
increase over last year’s budget. Some
new initiatives include six multimedia carts with laptops; 125 Dell computers for grade 4, which includes
five workstations per classroom. The
new Dell computers will replace from
the current MACs, the lease for which
expires this year.
Also, Ms. Mammen discussed the
addition of six wireless computer carts
carrying 24 laptops per cart. These
units could roll into classrooms to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Mountainside BOE Faces
Large Budget Increase
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE
—
Mountainside’s chief school administrator presented the “educational
components” of the school budget for
Fiscal Year (FY) 2006-2007 during
Tuesday night’s board of education
meeting.
During this first phase of the budget presentation, Dr. Richard
O’Malley emphasized that this budget is not final and that it is the beginning of the communication process
with the board and the community.
This portion of the budget included
$7,463,012 in salaries and benefits
alone, an increase of $651,409 from
FY 2005-2006.
Dr. O’Malley stressed that this number alone accounts for at least onehalf of the total budget.
Salaries for the district’s 116 employees total $6,087,602, an increase
of $351,267 from FY 2005-2006. That
increase includes contractual obligations as well as increases in summer
school expenditures and athletic stipends.
In the budget, there is a proposal to
hire one additional kindergarten
teacher at a $50,000 annual salary to
facilitate an extra section. This additional section would lower the number of students per class to 16, which
is well below the state average of
18.7.
Dr. O’Malley said the idea is that
students benefit more from smaller
class sizes.
He also pointed out that there would
be no three-year-old pre-K class next
year, but rather two, half-day fouryear-old or “Peak” classes.
Despite the new $175 per month
tuition for pre-k, “Peak” classes are
filled to capacity for next year and
there is currently an eight-person
waiting list.
Benefits for the district’s 105 eligible employees total $1,375,410, an
increase of $300,142 from FY 20052006 due to increased costs of
healthcare.
The education plan also listed curriculum and technology initiatives,
among them the creation of eighth
grade honors courses in language arts
and science, a new eighth grade math

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader

FARM OUT…Crowds of residents gather on Monday at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building to protest the proposed petting zoo to be developed by the
county on ‘Open Space’ land at Cooper Road. With attendance estimated at
upwards of 400, the hearing was shut down by authorities and is rescheduled for
February 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Park Middle School. See story on page 10.
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Saving Trees, Fixing Pool
Considered by Councils
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK AND
KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The Westfield and
Mountainside governing bodies met
briefly Tuesday night and discussed
tree preservation and resurfacing of
the community pool, respectively.
Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman
Tom Bigosinski reported that the Tree
Preservation Commission met February 9 and that developers were looking to remove 70 trees but in the end
the commission was able to save 22
trees from destruction.
A town ordinance enacted this year
forced builders to put barriers or buffers around trees to be removed and
levied penalties for failing to comply.
Councilman Bigosinski said the original penalty of $500 had been doubled
to $1,000, but said it’s still “a small
amount,” and has advocated for an
increase. “Anything that will give the
committee more teeth I’m all for.”
The Westfield town council also

authorized the demolition of seven
single-family dwellings at 616
Benson Place, 223 Golf Edge, 734
Woodland Avenue, 131 Boynton
Court, 55 Fairhill Drive, 20
Woodbrook Circle and 209 Massachusetts Street.
Mountainside Engineer Michael
Disko recommended the council
award a bid to the RJR Engineering
Company to apply three coats of epoxy coating to the community pool
for $73,650. In addition, the company has bid $6,500 to replace the tile
in the diving pool. The new bid represents a $80,100 savings from bids
taken last fall to re-plaster the pool.
Mr. Disko also recommended the
council award a bid to Jo-Med Contractors for foundation work for a
new slide at a cost of $15,994 with an
additional $11,500 for a fence and
gate around the slide. Professional
Parks, a Tennessee-based water slide
company, would be awarded the bid
for the slide installation at $117,250.

POLICE BLOTTER

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACCEPTING THE DUTY…Brian Levine of Westfield is sworn in Tuesday night
as the new Scotch Plains Township Attorney. His wife, Mabel, stands with him.

County’s Hearing on SP
Open Space Devel. Halted
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Detective Chambers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

personal gain,” conduct unbecoming of a
police officer and using one’s authority to
influence or modify an action of another
officer. Two charges of false swearing
were dismissed.
“I find that Chambers was directly involved in and participated in having her
ticket improperly voided,” Mr. Damato
said in his report, which is non-binding.
The charges were the result of allegations that Detective Chambers had a ticket
voided for her son on February 16, 2005.
Her attorney, Hassan Abdellah of Elizabeth, argued during the hearings last summer that another detective, Lisa Perrotta,
had a ticket voided for a friend of hers, Jill

Garwood
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

oath of service. “I hope I don’t let
anybody down service as chief of
police,” he said.
After his swearing-in, Chief Legg
was asked about initial challenges in
taking command of the department.
“I really haven’t been in the position
long enough; I want to take a look at
the department and sit down and talk
with my officers and see what happens,” he said.
In other police business, Mayor
McCarthy announced the promotions
of other officers as part of the shift in
leadership. Lieutenant Leonard
DiStefano was promoted to captain;
Sergeant Bruce Underhill was named
lieutenant; and Officer Michael Wilson was promoted to sergeant.
During the regular borough council meeting that followed, a local ordinance was unanimously adopted
that prohibits registered sex offenders from residing or loitering within
2,500 feet of any school, park, playground, recreation area, day care facility, or school bus stop.
Local resident Bruce Paterson,
during the public hearing prior to
the council’s vote, asked that the
ordinance be put on hold until it
was further reviewed for potential
constitutionality issues. He indicated that the 2,500 feet restriction
basically applies to the entire municipality.
“Blocking someone from moving
into town doesn’t seem right,” Mr.
Paterson said. “Garwood cannot be
an exclusive residence,” he added.
Borough attorney Robert Renaud
replied that the ordinance is on par
with what other communities have
adopted and none have been overturned to date.

Brown, as reported by Detective Chambers to then Police Chief Bernard Tracy.
Mr. Damato dismissed that testimony
as “not legally relevant to these proceedings,” given that the disciplinary hearing
was for Detective Chambers and not Detective Perrotta.
Mr. Damato cited Detective Chambers’ long tenure with the Westfield Police Department as the reason she should
be permitted to return to work. He noted
she had no previous disciplinary actions
against her.
“Her assignment as a detective reflects
that value, as well as significant trust by
her superiors,” Mr. Damato stated.
When reached for comment last Thursday, Mr. Abdellah said, “I agree she should
not have lost her job.” When asked
whether the verdict was a victory for his
client, he responded, “No doubt.”
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
Tuesday night that the town was waiting
to hear from Detective Chambers’ attorneys on whether she would appeal the
decision.
“I’ve heard nothing at this point,” he
said, noting that the deadline to appeal the
decision is this Friday, February 17.
Mr. Gildea doubted Detective Chambers would be allowed to return to work
during an appeal, although he did not
know if she would be paid during that
process. Should she return to work, he
would confer with Police Chief John
Parizeau as to her position with the department.
In terms of the decision, Mr. Gildea
said he had an independent officer assigned to the case to ensure there were no
“improprieties” during the proceedings.
“As you know, it’s not a minor penalty.
It’s a major penalty,” he said.
“No matter which way she goes; if she
decides to appeal or come back to work,
the best thing for the town is to get this
thing (completed),” he said.

Clarification
The Westfield Leader has reported
that the town spent $1 million on
costs regarding a parking deck and
redevelopment project.
According to Joan Thurman, administrative assistant, the Westfield
Town Council approved a $700,000
allocation through Special Ordinance
2031, which was published in The
Leader on May 24, 2001. According
to the April 16, 2002 town council
meeting minutes, the governing body
awarded a contract to the Atlantic
Group at $110,468.05 to conduct a
parking deck study.
Ms. Thurman said to date the town
has spent $600,809.85 through Special Ordinance 2031. That cost includes deck studies, legal, environmental, surveying and traffic studies.
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SCOTCH PLAINS — An excessively overcrowded hearing room on
Monday evening led township police
and fire officials to halt the planning
board meeting that was discussing
Union County’s intention to lease the
former Sevell property on Cooper
Road so that it could be turned into an
education farm.
About 45 minutes into the county’s
presentation about its plans for the
23-acre property, which was purchased in 2003 from the Sevell family for $10 million in state Green
Acres and county open space trust
fund money, township police officers
entered the restless hearing room,
which was jammed with an estimated
175 residents, with several dozen
more crowded into the hallways and
outside.
Police and fire officials estimated
the turnout at around 400 people. The
room’s posted capacity is 140.
Testimony from Tim Keyes, the
owner of Green Meadows Farms,
which will operate the farm, and his
attorney, William Butler, had already
been interrupted several times by derisive groans and catcalls from residents who also loudly complained
that they couldn’t hear anything from
the back of the room and the hallways.
Proceedings were halted for 15
minutes while Planning Board Chairwoman Maria Sartor and Board Attorney Daniel Bernstein conferred in
an anteroom with Lt. Neal LeStrange
and Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis. Citing
“unsafe conditions” in the municipal
building’s hearing room, which also
serves as the township council chambers and the municipal courtroom,
Lt. LeStrange emerged and announced to the crowd that he would
“have to clear the room for the safety
of everybody.”
Mrs. Sartor said the hearing would
resume on February 27 in a larger
venue, most likely an auditorium in a
local school building.
As the room was cleared, Marc
Rogoff, an attorney who said he represented some of the residents living
near the Cooper Road property, told
the board he would be presenting his
own expert witnesses in opposition to
the farm proposal at the next hearing,
although it was unclear whether he
would be allowed to do so since this
week’s hearing was technically an
informational session, not an effort to
seek the board’s approval for the plan.
Green Meadows Farms operates
12 similar facilities in the U.S., according to Mr. Keyes’ abbreviated
testimony. He told the board the farm,
which will be open from late April
through early November, is aimed
primarily at young children and families. He envisioned that most visitors
during the week would be children on
school class trips while weekend visitors would primarily be families. A
variety of American farm animals

will be housed on the property, which
he said would employ about 35 people
during the busiest times of year.
The concept plans for the property
show a large parking lot in the southeastern corner that can accommodate
a few hundred cars and two dozen
buses. Mr. Keyes said that during the
school year — May, early June, late
September and October — he expects about 25 school buses at the
farm, with most of them arriving between 9:30 a.m. and 11 p.m. Typical
tours last about two or three hours, he
said, so all buses will likely have
departed by 1:30 p.m.
The last two weeks of October, Mr.
Keyes, told the board, is the busiest
time of the year for Green Meadows
because families come to pick pumpkins. During that time of year, he expects “200 cars at any one time” to be
in the parking lot, which, according to
the plans displayed on Monday
evening, abuts several residential properties on Cooper Road and other secondary streets.
Those living in the neighborhood
are concerned that the farm would
result in traffic congestion on Cooper
Road, which is a narrow thoroughfare.
Other concerns have been raised about
the effect of such a facility on local
property values. Some have questioned
whether it was proper for the county to
have used open space dollars to purchase the property in order to turn it
into a profit-making venture.
Park Middle School has been chosen as the site for the February 27
resumption of the hearing. Neighborhood residents will be notified.

MS BOE
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vey about the school’s food service
provided by Dowling Food Service
Management.
The two areas that received the
highest commendation were cleanliness of the service area and the responsiveness of the cafeteria management. The visual appeal of selections and availability of favorite foods
were the areas, which needed improvement.
Dr. O’Malley said that overall the
respondents seemed “satisfied,” despite many recent changes in food
policy. He said that he plans to work
with Dowling to “implement some of
the suggestions.”
In other news, five first-graders gave
power-point presentations to illustrate the progress of the new technology initiative.
The students, along with
Beechwood School computer teacher
Laurie Wilson, demonstrated their
knowledge of the program on presentations they created.
Isabelle Matlin, Megan Zabarsky,
Julia Sikora, Kian Monaghan and
Matthew Rice each received a certificate in appreciation of their hard work.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

Westfield
Sunday, February 5, a Carleton Road
resident reported that his home was burglarized sometime between Saturday and
Sunday. It was undetermined what had
been taken.
Sunday, February 5, a Clark Street
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was stolen while parked in a South Avenue municipal lot. It had not been recovered.
Monday, February 6, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Kevin Wallace, 22, of West Orange was
arrested at Lawrence Avenue and Sinclair
Place on an outstanding traffic warrant
for $89 from Maplewood. Wallace was
released on bail.
Monday, February 6, Jason A.
Ramnarine, 25, of Metuchen was arrested
on a Westfield traffic warrant. He was
taken into custody at Woodbridge police
headquarters and held in default of $500
bail.
Monday, February 6, Tanisha L.
Weaver, 24, of Newark was arrested at a
Clark Street establishment on two
Westfield traffic warrants. Weaver posted
the total $1,500 bail on the two warrants.
Monday, February 6, a Connecticut
Street resident reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was in
his driveway. A Rent DVD and $15 in
cash was taken.
Monday, February 6, a Boynton Avenue resident reported her motor vehicle
was entered in her driveway, whereupon
the contents was rifled through and strewn
about the vehicle. Nothing appeared to be
missing.
Monday, February 6, a Boynton Court
resident reported that her motor vehicle
was entered in her driveway. The vehicle’s
contents had been rummaged through,
although nothing appeared to be taken.
Tuesday, February 7, Christopher
Boals, 27, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
cocaine, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of burglary tools.
Boals was stopped by police officers
after he attempted to hide from them by
concealing himself in bushes in the 400
block of Springfield Avenue. It was also
discovered there were two outstanding
criminal warrants issued for him by Elizabeth, totaling $218. Boals was held in
default of bail, police said.
Tuesday, February 7, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Marie Cloutier, 23, of Roselle Park was
arrested at South Avenue and Sussex
Street and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was released with a summons.
Tuesday, February 7, a resident of the
1600 block of Boynton Avenue reported
someone entered her locked motor vehicle in the driveway of her home and
removed her wallet, cellular telephone
and credit cards.
Tuesday, February 7, after being
stopped as a suspicious person, John
Harrington, 23, of Westfield was arrested
at Dudley Avenue and Elm Street on an
outstanding Scotch Plains motor vehicle
warrant. He was released after posting
$113 bail.
Tuesday, February 7, Kyle Harvin, 29,
of Westfield was arrested at South and
Westfield Avenues on an outstanding
Plainfield criminal warrant with $420 bail.
He was held in default of bail.
Tuesday, February 7, Teriann Magill,
18, of Rockaway, N.Y. was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the 600
block of North Avenue for possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. She was released on her own
recognizance.
Thursday, February 9, Nathaniel
Leonard, 26, of Plainfield was arrested at
Central Avenue and Washington Street
on no-bail sheriff’s warrants from Union
and Middlesex counties. Leonard also
was held in lieu of a $500 Newark warrant
pending pickup by Union County authorities.
Thursday, February 9, Beata Wycislak,
36, of Westfield was arrested in the 500
block of Boulevard and charged with
aggravated assault and resisting arrest
after authorities responded to a domestic
violence report. Wycislak, who allegedly
struck a police officer in the face while
yelling profanities, was held in lieu of
bail.
Thursday, February 9, Robinlyn
Shortell, 21, of Bayonne was arrested at
South and Central Avenues on a
Kenilworth traffic warrant for $500.
Kenilworth authorities decided to release
her on her own recognizance. Shortell
was issued a summons.
Thursday, February 9, the passenger
side door of a motor vehicle belonging to
a Union resident was defaced with
scratches in the 100 block of Elm Street.
Thursday, February 9, Edgar Guzman,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested at Mountain
Avenue and Raymond Street on traffic
warrants out of West New York,
Sayreville, Perth Amboy and South River.
Guzman was released after posting $493
bail.
Thursday, February 9, Jason N. Lewis,
32, of Rahway was arrested at Downer
Street and Osborn Avenue on a criminal
warrant from Plainfield for $150. Lewis

was released after posting bail.
Friday, February 10, Jack Lipsett, 3rd,
21, of Garwood was arrested at East Grove
Street and Grandview Avenue on a North
Hanover traffic warrant for $254. He was
released after posting bail.
Mountainside
Friday, February 10, a resident reported
that the rear license plate from her car was
removed. She reported that she has canceled the plates and will be receiving new
ones from the Department of Motor Vehicle Services.
Saturday, February 11, Erick A.
Fernandez, 23, of Elizabeth was picked
up from the Bernardsville Police Department and arrested for contempt of court
charges.
Saturday, February 11, Wilredo G.
Santos, 30, of Plainfield was picked up
from the Clark Police Department and
arrested for outstanding warrants.
Scotch Plains
Thursday, February 9, a resident of
Country Club Boulevard reported that
someone made $850 worth of charges on
her credit card without her authorization.
Thursday, February 9, a resident of
Ashbrook Drive reported that someone
made several unauthorized purchases in
another country with her credit card number. The charges totaled approximately
$700, police said.
Friday, February 10, a resident of
Marion Lane reported that she received
several harassing e-mails from an unknown individual.
Saturday, February 11, a resident of
Birch Street reported that someone threw
a large rock through the bay window of
his house.
Sunday, February 12, a resident of
North Gate Road reported after parking
his vehicle in front of his house, someone
threw a rock through the back window.
Fanwood
Tuesday, February 7, Juiwan Stokley,
27, of Newark was arrested on South
Avenue for soliciting without a permit.
He was also arrested for numerous outstanding warrants following an investigation.
Wednesday, February 8, Kerry R.
Sampson, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
on numerous outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Midway Avenue.
Wednesday, February 8, Alliancia Jean,
43, of Hillside was arrested for an outstanding warrant following a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
Wednesday, February 8, Tasha K.
Carter-Sidberry, 31, of Elizabeth was arrested on numerous warrants after a field
investigation.
Wednesday, February 8, Ibrahim
Bennett, 20, of Newark was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for outstanding warrants.
Thursday, February 9, Donnie J.
Damary, Jr., 36, of Plainfield was arrested for outstanding warrants following
a field investigation.
Waleed R. Vaughn, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue and Russell Road.
Thursday, February 9, David W.
Young, 23, of Roselle was arrested on
numerous outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
and LaGrande Avenue.
Thursday, February 9, Tracy R.
Moore, 25, of Irvington was arrested on
an outstanding warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Stewart Place.
Friday, February 10, James R. Griffin,
32, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue
for numerous outstanding warrants.

WF BOE
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give the students hands on experience.
In other news, Board President
Anne Riegel and Beth Cassie will be
running for re-election this year. Kimberly Rhodes will be vacating her
position.
WHS senior Jesse Garfinkel is contemplating a run for the vacant seat.
“I have been interested in politics
forever. A lot of students feel that
they don’t know what’s going on,” he
said.
Nominating petitions have picked
up from the board secretary’s office
but not returned by Mrs. Riegel, Ms.
Cassie and Jessie, according Director
of Community Relations Lorre
Korecky.
The candidate filing deadline is
Monday, February 27, at 4 p.m. The
school election will be held on Tuesday, April 28, with voting hours 7
a.m. to 9 p.m., reflecting a change
from the originally proposed 6 a.m.
start due to a new directive from the
state.
The next budget meeting will be
held on Tuesday, February 28, and
when personnel and General Education items.

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
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Police Shut Down ZB Meeting as
Hundreds Protest Farm Proposal
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An “excessively overcrowded” hearing room
on Monday evening led township police and fire officials to halt the planning-board meeting. The meeting’s
focus was a discussion of Union
County’s intention to lease the former
Sevell property on Cooper Road so
that it could be turned into an education farm.
About 45 minutes into the county’s
presentation about its plans for the
23-acre property, which was purchased in 2003 from the Sevell family for $10 million in state Green
Acres and county open-space-trustfund money, township police offic-

ers entered the hearing room, which
was jammed with an estimated 175
residents, with more residents
crowded into the hallways and outside. Police and fire officials estimated that the total turnout was
around 400 people. The room’s
posted capacity is 140.
Testimony from Tim Keyes, the
owner of Green Meadows Farms,
which will operate the farm, and his
attorney, William Butler, had already
been interrupted several times by derisive groans and catcalls from residents who also complained that they
couldn’t hear anything from the back
of the room and the hallways.
Proceedings were halted for 15
minutes while Planning Board Chair-

SP-F School Board Hears
Social Studies Proposal
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Speaking to
a full board of education on Thursday
night, Brad Siegel, supervisor of the
district Social Studies program, presented proposed grades 6 through 12
curricula revisions. The presentation,
“Scope and Sequence: Proposed Plan
for Revising the Grade 6-12 Social
Studies Curriculum,” is a four-year
program that will begin in 2006 and
be completed by 2010.
“It is really important that we try to
improve the rigor and relevance for
the students,” Mr. Siegel explained to
the board. The board’s curriculum
committee reviewed the new proposal
on February 6.
At this point, Mr. Siegel indicated
that he would like to reach out to
families and students for ideas and

feedback regarding the new proposal.
“Nothing is set in stone,” he explained.
The plan outlines course offerings
as follows: grade 6, World Geography, grade 7, U.S. History, grade 8,
World History, grade 9, U.S. History
1, grade 10, U.S. History 2, grade 11,
World History.
The grade 9 curriculum will cover
1850s through World War II, and grade
10 content will cover the Cold War Era
though the present. These programs
of study will be supplemented with
advanced civics and geography units
and will also integrate New Jersey,
world history and economics units.
The 11th-grade program will cover
world history review of major themes,
global issues, anthropology, culture,
economics, geography, history, politics, religion and sociology. “The
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor Marks Comments
on SP Initiatives
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks released the following
statement at the township council
meeting on Tuesday night.
* * * *
Deer-Reduction Program at
Ashbrook Reservation
Many of our residents have heard
either through newspaper accounts
or through word of mouth that at
long last, a deer-reduction program
took place in the Union County
owned Ashbrook Reservation over
the last two weeks. The program
was done under the supervision of
Union County officials and in financial partnership with the Township of Scotch Plains. The program
was conducted by Wildlife Management Services, and a total of 75
deer were ultimately removed from
the reservation.
We would like to acknowledge
the cooperation we have received
from Union County officials on
this matter, in particular the leadership of Union County Freeholder
Chair Alexander Mirabella in recent weeks. It is our hope that the
cooperation between the county and
the township on this critical health
and safety issue will continue and
that all parties continue to lobby
the New Jersey Department of Fish
Game and Wildlife to revaluate their
position on granting a permit for a
managed deer-culling program
similar to ones that have been issued for the Watchung Reservation
over the years.
After speaking with state biologists on this issue, it is hoped that
once the numbers of deer have been
reduced in the reservation to appropriate levels, those deer that have
ventured out to reside in the smaller
pockets of woods in residential areas will return to their natural habitat of the reservation. This phenomenon may take several rounds
of culling and we ask our residents
to patiently wait for noticeable results. Township and county officials will monitor statistics (especially the number of automobile
accidents involving deer) in the
coming months to evaluate our
progress.
* * * *
Union County Plans for
Educational Farm/Petting Zoo
While we are appreciative of the
cooperation of Union County officials on deer management, we continue to work toward that same
level of cooperation and understanding on the county’s plans for

an Educational Farm/Petting Zoo
for the Ponderosa property on Cooper Road. Now that we have finally seen the written plans for
this project, we have determined
that they are far more expansive
and intensive than any conceptual
ideas voiced to us a few months
back, and therefore your township
council is opposed to the plans by
Mr. Keyes of Green Meadows
Farms and the County of Union.
Residents of Scotch Plains, especially those that have voiced their
concerns to us through numerous
phone calls and emails, we are
with you. We have expressed our
opposition and your concerns directly to our counterparts in Union
County government and will continue to work toward an amicable
and satisfactory resolution of this
issue by further diplomatic efforts.
Your township council is also investigating other appropriate steps,
which may be available to us in
order to protect the interests of our
residents and the community as a
whole. For now, those options will
be held in abeyance as diplomatic
efforts continue.
Last evening our planning board
convened in this chamber for the
purpose of what the county has
labeled a courtesy presentation to
the community by the proprietor of
Green Meadows Farms. We anticipated a large turnout from residents after hearing the outpouring
of sentiments in the latter part of
last week. A venue change was
contemplated but unfortunately our
high school and middle school
auditoria were not available on short
notice. What we experienced last
night was unprecedented numbers
of residents attending the planningboard meeting. Police and fire officials estimate that nearly 400 people
were in attendance, which presented a potential hazard, and therefore the meeting had to be postponed for a more suitable venue to
be sought. The meeting has been
rescheduled for 7:30 p.m. February 27 at Park Middle School, and
certainly we encourage our residents to attend. Sheer numbers can
go a long way in conveying how
important this issue is for the entire
community of Scotch Plains. We
ask our residents to continue to be
involved, but to do so in a civil and
respectful manner. This will also
go a long way in achieving the
aforementioned amicable and satisfactory outcome we seek.

woman Maria Sartor and Board Attorney Daniel Bernstein conferred in
an anteroom with Lt. Neal LeStrange
and Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis. Citing
“unsafe conditions” in the municipal
building’s hearing room, which also
serves as the township council chambers and the municipal courtroom,
Lt. LeStrange emerged and announced to the crowd that he would
“have to clear the room for the safety
of everybody.”
Mrs. Sartor said the hearing would
resume on February 27 in a larger
venue, most likely an auditorium in a
local school building.
As the room was being cleared,
Marc Rogoff, an attorney who said he
represented some of the residents living near the Cooper Road property,
told the board he would be presenting
his own expert witnesses in opposition to the farm proposal at the next
hearing, although it was unclear
whether he would be allowed to do so
since this week’s hearing was technically an informational session, not an
effort to seek the board’s approval for
the plan.
Green Meadows Farms operates
12 similar facilities in the U.S., according to Mr. Keyes’ abbreviated
testimony. He told the board the farm,
which will be open from late April
through early November, is aimed
primarily at young children and families. He envisioned the vast majority
of visitors during the week to be children on school class trips while weekend visitors would primarily be families. A variety of typical American
farm animals will be housed on the
property, which he said would employ about 35 people during the busiest times of year.
The concept plans for the property
show a parking lot in the southeastern
corner that would accommodate a
few hundred cars and two dozen buses.
Mr. Keyes said that during the school
year — May, early June, late September and October — he expects about
25 school buses at the farm, with
most of them arriving between 9:30
a.m. and 11 p.m. Typical tours last
about two or three hours, he said, so
all buses will likely have departed by
1:30 p.m.
Mr. Keyes told the board that the
last two weeks of October is the busiest time of the year for Green Meadows because families come to pick
pumpkins. During that time of year,
he expects “200 cars at any one time”
to be in the parking lot, which, according to the plans displayed on
Monday evening, abuts several residential properties on Cooper Road
and other secondary streets.
Those living in the neighborhood
expressed their concerns that the farm
would result in traffic congestion on
Cooper Road, which is a narrow thoroughfare. Other concerns have been
raised about the effect of such a facility on local property values. Some
have questioned whether it was proper
for the county to have used open
space dollars to purchase the property in order to turn it into a profitmaking venture.
While no venue has yet been chosen for the February 27 resumption of
the hearing, neighborhood residents
will be formally notified of the location prior to that date, officials said.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FARM OUT…Crowds of residents gather on Monday at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building to protest the proposed
petting zoo to be developed by the county on ‘Open Space’ land at Cooper Road. With attendance estimated around 400,
the hearing was shut down by authorities and has been rescheduled for February 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Park Middle School.

FW Planning Bd. Hears Dean
Oil Site Development Proposal
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The application to
develop the property located at
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street,
previously known as the former Dean
Oil Site, was heard before the
Fanwood Planning Board at a special
meeting on Monday night. Immediately preceding the board’s monthly
agenda meeting, several witnesses
testified on behalf of the applicant,
Station Square, LLC.T.
The 1.1-acre property has been
vacant for more than 20 years, and
discussions to develop the land have

By FRED T. ROSSI

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township Council on Tuesday announced
its opposition to Union County’s plans
to lease the 23-acre Sevell property
on Cooper Road to a private company
so that it can be turned into an education farm. The council’s stance was
made public a day after several hundred objecting residents turned out
for a planning-board meeting at which
the county and Green Meadows
Farms, which will operate the farm,
were to outline their plans. An overcrowded hearing room on Monday
led to the hearing’s cancellation – it
was rescheduled for February 27 at
Park Middle School.
“Residents of Scotch Plains,”
Mayor Martin Marks said at Tuesday’s
council meeting, “we are with you.”
The mayor said the council, after
seeing the plans for the farm, had
“determined that they are far more
expansive and intensive than any conceptual ideas voiced to us a few
months back.” He said township officials had voiced their opposition,

plow, were called in because “crews
were getting so tired.”
As of Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Dann
said they were still working because
of the ice conditions and large snow
mounds. He said that clean up from
this storm would take about five days.
Mr. Dann said a storm of this nature is less costly because more plows
than salt-spreaders are needed. At
$40 a ton, salt “can be expensive.”
In Westfield, school closings allowed residents to obey the “restricted
travel” notice posted by the police
department.
Police wanted to “keep the roads as
open as possible,” said Lieutenant
Jim Schneider, so the plows could
finish clearing them.
Westfield crews were out from late
Saturday to late Sunday evening, according to Claude Shaffer of the
Westfield Department of Public
Works (DPW).
“Everyone was in,” said Mr. Shaffer,
adding that crews had to plow two or
even three times.
On Monday, crews were still doing
“touch-up” work, salting school and
municipal lots and downtown areas.
“We were on the ball. Everything
went smoothly,” Mr. Shaffer said.
Police reported no major snowrelated incidents and said even the
officers were all sent out in four

project with LGA Engineering of
Lakewood, was the first witness to
testify on behalf of the applicant regarding the details of Station Square’s
major, preliminary and final site plan
proposal. The proposed complex
would be bordered by LaGrande Avenue on the southerly side, Second
Street on the west, a public parking
lot to the east and public parking on
the north side for retail stores fronting
on South Avenue.
The proposed plan includes five
buildings containing 24 three-bedroom Victorian-style townhouses,
with self-contained two-car garages
on the ground floor of each unit. The
five buildings of varying sizes include two five-unit buildings, one
seven-unit building, one four-unit
building and one three-unit building.
The applicant requested several
variances for non-conforming frontand rear-yard setbacks, as well as
approval to exceed the floor-arearation (FAR) ordinance by 10 percent. The FAR is the ratio of living
space to lot size and, according to the
RDRP, cannot exceed 1.0. The Station Square plan requested a FAR of
1.1, which allows for a family room
and a bathroom connected to the
ground-floor garages. Garage space,
which is not living area, is not included in FAR calculations.
Displaying schematics and color
renditions, Mr. Savage testified that
each townhouse would be two-and-ahalf stories, but under the maximum
height requirement of 35 feet. The
roof height is the average base-line of
the roof and does not include cupolas,
turrets or gables.
Mr. Weinflash described the units
as luxury townhouses that will be
marketed to young professionals with
few or no children. The townhouses
would be priced sufficiently high such
that families with children will be
priced out, an engineering consultant
from Schoor DePalma previously told
the board. Although the development
is not age-restricted, there is no playground area within the site for young
children. Approximately 10 percent
of the development will include a
self-contained,
landscaped,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Nor’easter Keeps Towns
Busy On Long Weekend
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Last weekend’s
blizzard turned the tables on those
who were supposed to have a long
weekend for the state holiday.
The blizzard, which blanketed most
of Union County with nearly two feet
of snow, had close to 100 county
employees working around the clock.
“It came so hard and fast, we
couldn’t keep up,” said Frank Dann,
director of the Union County Department of Public Works.
Mr. Dann said crews who had been
working on major area construction
projects had to immediately switch gears
to snow removal. “It’s a daunting task.”
He said two road projects, in
Mountainside and Berkeley Heights,
were put on hold to utilize the trucks
as salt-spreaders.
There were 50 trucks out beginning Saturday evening, with crews
working 12-to18 hour shifts. He said
that engineers, who usually don’t

Township Council Opposes
County’s Farm Plans
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

been ongoing for the past six years.
Five years ago, a 35-unit building
was voted down and, more recently,
25 units were also voted down, in
part, due to considerable opposition
by adjacent residents.
In conjunction with the wishes of
local homeowners and other residents,
and after numerous public meetings,
the borough council, acting as the
redevelopment agency, voted to develop the property as residential only,
to limit the density to 24 housing
units and the overall height to 35 feet,
for the development of this property.
Sean Savage, engineer for the

along with residents’ concerns, to
county officials “and will continue to
work toward an amicable and satisfactory resolution of this issue by
further diplomatic efforts.”
The mayor added that the local
government “is also investigating
other appropriate steps which may be
available to us in order to protect the
interests of our residents and the community as a whole,” although he did
not specify and potential actions being considered. “For now,” the mayor
said, “those options are being held in
abeyance as diplomatic efforts continue.”
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, who
is a member of the planning board
and was in attendance at Monday’s
abbreviated meeting, echoed the
mayor, telling residents that “we do
stand with you in opposition. We share
your opposition but also your surprise at the magnitude of the plan.”
She said an education farm would
impact “all of Scotch Plains,” citing
additional traffic congestion and
added burdens on the township poCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WHO NEEDS A FORT?...This weekend’s snowstorm led to school cancellations
on Monday and gave area children (and adults) a chance to enjoy the snow
buildup.
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Council Awards Volunteer,
Discusses McMansions
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen Mahr
presented the first Volunteer of the Month
award at this week’s mayor and council
meeting. Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell said that the Volunteer of the
Month program, which will recognize
various Fanwoodians for their dedication
and service to the borough, is “a terrific
concept.”
“Fanwood is basically run by volunteers,” she said. “Volunteers are the backbone of our community.”
Dolores O’Brien, chair of the Historical Preservation Society, is the first
Fanwood resident to receive the award.
Mayor Mahr presented Ms. O’Brien with
a drawing of the Fanwood train station
and noted that the Volunteer of the Month
award is a “great gift to thank [volunteers]
for all of their dedication.”
Said Ms. O’Brien, “I love Fanwood
and I’m proud that I’ve been able to
serve.” Addressing the community, she
encouraged other residents to become
involved and contribute to Fanwood.
“Please, please volunteer,” she said.
“You don’t know what you are missing.”
In other news, the children’s library is

on its way to being finished, with projected completion by March 1. Councilwoman Mitchell described the new design as “bright and cheery.” She referenced grant money as a huge factor in the
success of the project.
“$50k is going to go a long way,” she
said, thanking the mayor for her effort in
receiving grants that significantly aid in
funding projects like the library renovation.
The library will be closed as of February 16 but is scheduled to reopen on
March 1. Until then, residents can utilize
the Scotch Plains facility.
Estelle Lane resident Bob Meyer addressed the council regarding his concern
about “McMansions” that are sprouting
up in the borough. His neighbors, he said,
had similar sentiments – that the tall new
homes do not coincide with the Victorian
look of the borough.
Councilman Bruce Walsh said, “This is
a topic of ongoing discussion. We’re looking at what can be done about the so-called
McMansions. We’re very concerned and
we’re trying to strike the right balance.”
Mayor Mahr thanked Mr. Meyer for
coming forward and urged him to stay in
contact with her so that she can give him
updated information on the development.

Dean Oil Site
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sitting area that is mostly grass and there
is a large, public playground diagonally
across LaGrande Avenue.
The board expressed their preference
that the grassy area in the courtyard be
reduced to avoid the overuse of fertilizers.
The board also discussed the intended use
of the proposed sidewalk running along the
easterly portion of the development, from
LaGrande Avenue to the northeast corner of
the complex. Mr. Savage explained that this
sidewalk was intended for the public to
access retail stores along South Avenue
from LaGrande Avenue. The interior of the
complex would be private property, however, and through traffic would not be permitted by non-residents.
The garages would be for resident parking only and no other on-site parking
would be allowed inside of the complex.
Visitors would be expected to park in the
12 public spaces along LaGrande Avenue
and Second Street.
Architect Rocco Campanella, of Architecture Plus in Raritan, testified before
the board, describing some of the exterior
materials and design features. Each unit,
he explained, would use a different color
palette for variation and included a front
porch and the appearance of a second
floor balcony for decoration only. He told

the board that the inclusion of this Victorian-design feature necessitated the frontand rear-yard setback variances.
This feature, he said, gave the buildings
better architectural balance, more marketability and was strongly desirable, according to the applicant’s research. The frontyard setback proposed is six feet, while the
ordinance requires 10 feet, and the rearyard setback bordering the parking lot is 10
feet, while the ordinance requires 15 feet.
Board members discussed that the
board did not have the power to amend
the FAR and would have to consider
whether to recommend a review and
amendment to the RDRP by the borough
council to approve such a change.
Second Street resident Harry McNally,
expressed his concerns about the development to the board during the public portion
of the agenda meeting. Mr. McNally said,
“Everything I’ve seen looks more monstrous than the previous plans that the
borough turned down. In terms of size and
ginger-breadiness, I’m feeling overwhelmed by this monster,” he stated. A
few residents showed up for the hearing.
The application will be continued with
testimony from a professional planner on
Monday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m. in a special
meeting preceding April’s agenda meeting.

Scotch Plains BOE
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grade 11 curriculum will have a thematic
approach,” Mr. Siegel said.
The process of implementation will
begin in the 2006-2007 academic year,
with the incoming eighth graders the first
to go through the program. Major considerations, Mr. Siegel explained, are to
minimize any content and skill gaps, focus on target grades to ensure comprehensive curricular revision and extend
the timeframe for textbook adoptions to
address financial concerns.
Mr. Siegel also outlined the major benefits for revising the social studies curriculum – to reduce duplication, build layers of
knowledge from middle school as the foundation to high school, where more in-depth
studies will take place and “prepare students to be local, national and global citizens and to promote youth activism.”
“There is no state testing in social studies, only math, language arts and some
science. The revision will help with AP
classes like U.S. History and Social Studies tests,” Dr. Margaret Hayes, assistant
superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment explained.
BOE Vice President Thomas Russo
said that he had concerns about the proposed curriculum. “First, the revised ninth
grade program covers a lot of material for
one year, and second, the only contact
with the Revolutionary and Colonial periods will be in seventh grade.”
Mr. Siegel explained that the civic units

would incorporate the development of those
times. He continued that AP courses would
cover those periods in depth. The “global
citizenship” theme is a new standard, Mr.
Siegel explained, and, therefore, needs to
be incorporated into the curriculum.
In other business, the board was notified that Jeanette Baubles, principal of
Terrill Middle School, would be resigning as of April 3.
The facilities committee met and presented with a construction update, explained board member Rob O’Connor.
He said that the high school intercom and
clock system is 99-percent complete, the
gymnasium renovation is 95-percent complete and the new Coles Elementary
School roof is 85-percent complete.
Future district projects include a new
HVAC system in the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School auditorium, baseball field renovation, a new floor in Evergreen Elementary School and a parking
study rewrite. Board President Linda
Nelson made a statement regarding the
contract negotiations.
“It is not all one-sided. There are really
two sides. There is a lot to consider; it
would be divisive (to involve the community in the negotiation details). It is not a
simple matter,” she said.
The next regular public meeting will
take place on Tuesday, February 21 at 8
p.m. in the district’s administrative offices in Evergreen School.
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Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACCEPTING THE DUTY…Brian Levine of Westfield is sworn in Tuesday night
as the new Scotch Plains Township Attorney. His wife, Mabel, stands with him.

Planning Bd. Sets Agenda re.
FW Plaza Partners Proposal
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board of Adjustments
discussed revising side-yard setbacks for
corner lots at its monthly agenda meeting on Monday, February 13. The board
decided to table the discussion until it
had time to review the issue prior to their
next regular meeting. This topic, as well
as a discussion regarding the proposed
McMansion ordinance restricting the
development of oversized homes on residential lots, will be placed first on the
agenda prior to hearing applications.
The continuation of an application for
major preliminary and final site-plan approval by Fanwood Plaza Partners will be
heard after the ordinance discussions.
Fanwood Plaza Partners has proposed the
construction of a bank and a day-care
center in the rear parking lot of Children’s
Specialized Hospital on South Avenue.
The applicant is expected to present testimony regarding traffic patterns.
An application submitted by

Primavera Parkview to construct 19
townhouses on two lots on Staggard
Place, bordering a residential neighborhood, is also on the agenda. Chairman of
the Planning Board Gregory Cummings
may allot time for both applications or
may postpone one and finish the other,
depending on how much more testimony
is required, said Planning Board Secretary Pat Hoynes.
Two applications for bulk variances
for private residential lots will be heard
prior to the development applications and
after the ordinance discussions.
The board swore in Daniel Zucker and
William Lee for their renewed terms as
planning board members. The board announced its search for a new attorney. Its
previous attorney, Robert Mega, left for a
position as an appellate court judge last
month.
The next meeting of the planning board
will be held on Wednesday, February 22
at 7:30 p.m. in the council chambers. The
Dean Oil Site application (see story on
page 1) was continued to April 17.

Scotch Plains Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lice and fire departments. Mrs. Malool
noted that the county would not be providing any financial support to help offset
these added burdens.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato, also
a planning-board member, urged residents to attend tonight’s meeting of the
county board of chosen freeholders in
Elizabeth to make the county government
aware of the breadth of local opposition
to the farm proposal.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said that last weekend’s 20-plus-inch
snowstorm had cost about $25,000, primarily due to overtime pay for township
public works personnel and expenses for
outside contractors. The town also spent
about $6,000 on road salt, he said.
The council gave final approval to an
ordinance appropriating $175,000 from
the state Department of Transportation
Trust Fund to be used for the repaving of
the entire length of East Second Street.
The council also awarded a $230,927
contract to Defino Contracting Co. of
Cliffwood Beach for improvements to
Rahway Road.
The council introduced a $525,000 bond
ordinance for the construction of a miniature golf facility at Scotch Hills Country
Club. A public hearing will be held at the
council’s February 28 meeting.
At the start of the meeting, Brian Levine
was sworn in as township attorney for
2006. He succeeds Douglas Hansen, who
died in December. Assistant Township
Attorney Lawrence Woodruff was also
sworn in for another term.
Police Chief Brian Mahoney introduced
three new police officers who are joining
the department: Joseph Citarella, Gerard
Rites and Brian Haveck. Two other new

officers, David Lavery and Matthew
Mahoney, have also joined the force but
were unable to attend Tuesday’s ceremony.
Chief Mahoney also announced that
Theodore Conley and Ernesto Hernandez
are being promoted to sergeant.
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis was also in
attendance to witness the swearing in of
Michael Cuccurillo as battalion chief for
Company 2 and Randy Grizzard as captain for Company 1. In brief remarks,
Chief Ellis summarized his department’s
2005 activities, saying that fire personnel
had responded to 492 calls last year while
putting in 3,400 man-hours.

Mayor’s TV Show
Examines Emergency
Stroke Treatment
FANWOOD – What would you do if
you thought you were having a stroke?
For the February episode of Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr’s monthly television show, she taped her interview show
at Overlook Hospital to learn about the
newest life-saving emergency stroke treatments now available in the hospital.
Mayor Mahr’s special guest on the
half-hour show was Dr. Shalini M. Bansil,
who spoke about the critical three hours
when revolutionary new drugs can be
administered to save lives. Dr. Bansil is
one of the leading authorities on stroke
prevention and treatment in the region.
The program tells what to do and what
not to do for someone who may be having
a stroke. Many people mistakenly believe
that stroke victims should immediately
take a full-size aspirin tablet and then call
911. Dr. Bansil strongly advises stroke
victims not to take a aspirin, but rather to
simply call the local first-aid squad. If
able, Dr. Bansil says, ask to be transported to a hospital that offers a specialized stoke-treatment unit.
Strokes are the third-leading cause of
death in this country, but with new drugs
and procedures, more lives can be saved.
Mayor Mahr’s show, “Inside
Fanwood,” can be seen on Fanwood’s
Municipal Access Cable Channel 35 on
Friday, February 17 at 8 p.m.
Comcast subscribers in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and Westfield can view
Fanwood’s Channel 35.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

Westfield
Sunday, February 5, a Carleton Road
resident reported that his home was burglarized sometime between Saturday and
Sunday. It was undetermined what had
been taken.
Sunday, February 5, a Clark Street resident reported that his motor vehicle was
stolen while parked in a South Avenue
municipal lot. It had not been recovered.
Monday, February 6, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Kevin Wallace, 22, of West Orange was
arrested at Lawrence Avenue and Sinclair
Place on an outstanding traffic warrant
for $89 from Maplewood. Wallace was
released on bail.
Monday, February 6, Jason A.
Ramnarine, 25, of Metuchen was arrested
on a Westfield traffic warrant. He was
taken into custody at Woodbridge police
headquarters and held in default of $500
bail.
Monday, February 6, Tanisha L.
Weaver, 24, of Newark was arrested at a
Clark Street establishment on two
Westfield traffic warrants. Weaver posted
the total $1,500 bail on the two warrants.
Monday, February 6, a Connecticut
Street resident reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was in
his driveway. A Rent DVD and $15 in
cash were taken.
Monday, February 6, a Boynton Avenue resident reported that her motor vehicle was entered in her driveway, whereupon the contents were rifled through and
strewn about the vehicle. Nothing appeared to be missing.
Monday, February 6, a Boynton Court
resident reported that her motor vehicle
was entered in her driveway. The vehicle’s
contents had been rummaged through,
although nothing appeared to be taken.
Tuesday, February 7, Christopher
Boals, 27, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
cocaine, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of burglary tools.
Boals was stopped by police officers
after he attempted to hide from them by
concealing himself in bushes in the 400
block of Springfield Avenue. It was also
discovered there were two outstanding
criminal warrants issued for him by Elizabeth, totaling $218. Boals was held in
default of bail, police said.
Tuesday, February 7, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Marie Cloutier, 23, of Roselle Park was
arrested at South Avenue and Sussex
Street and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was released with a summons.
Tuesday, February 7, a resident of the
1600 block of Boynton Avenue reported
someone entered her locked motor vehicle in the driveway of her home and
removed her wallet, cellular telephone
and credit cards.
Tuesday, February 7, after being
stopped as a suspicious person, John
Harrington, 23, of Westfield was arrested
at Dudley Avenue and Elm Street on an
outstanding Scotch Plains motor vehicle
warrant. He was released after posting
$113 bail.
Tuesday, February 7, Kyle Harvin, 29,
of Westfield was arrested at South and
Westfield Avenues on an outstanding
Plainfield criminal warrant with $420 bail.
He was held in default of bail.
Tuesday, February 7, Teriann Magill,
18, of Rockaway, N.Y. was arrested during a motor vehicle stop in the 600 block
of North Avenue for possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and

Snow
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

wheel-drive vehicles to ensure their safety.
In Fanwood, two snow-related accidents were reported, according to Police
Sergeant Howard Jarvis. Yesterday on
North Avenue, a female driver spun out
of control and hit a parked car. There were
no serious injuries.
Also in Fanwood, an 11-year-old girl
accidentally hit her 16-year-old sister with
a shovel. The victim suffered a minor cut.
In Mountainside, four snow-related car
accidents were reported Saturday evening,
according to Police Captain Richard
O’Sieja.
He said all the accidents were minor,
and there were no serious injuries.
The accidents, mainly caused by slippery road conditions, occurred on Route
22 and the intersections of both Summit
and New Providence Roads.
The town’s fire department had a less
eventful weekend, according to Captain
Matt Watson.
“We used to have a lot of calls, but not
anymore,” he said.
In Scotch Plains, no accidents “out of
the ordinary” were reported, according to
Sergeant Brian Donnelly.
“It was a Sunday and everyone knew it
was coming.” He said that it’s the smaller
storms that are often more dangerous
because people still venture outside.
“It caught no one by surprise,” he said.
But Mr. Dann warned residents not to
put the snow boots away just yet.
“Make no mistake. This winter’s not
over yet.”

possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was released on her own recognizance.
Thursday, February 9, Nathaniel
Leonard, 26, of Plainfield was arrested at
Central Avenue and Washington Street
on no-bail sheriff’s warrants from Union
and Middlesex counties. Leonard also
was held in lieu of a $500 Newark warrant
pending pickup by Union County authorities.
Thursday, February 9, Beata Wycislak,
36, of Westfield was arrested in the 500
block of Boulevard and charged with
aggravated assault and resisting arrest
after authorities responded to a domestic
violence report. Wycislak, who allegedly
struck a police officer in the face while
yelling profanities, was held in lieu of
bail.
Thursday, February 9, Robinlyn
Shortell, 21, of Bayonne was arrested at
South and Central Avenues on a
Kenilworth traffic warrant for $500.
Kenilworth authorities decided to release
her on her own recognizance. Shortell
was issued a summons.
Thursday, February 9, the passenger
side door of a motor vehicle belonging to
a Union resident was defaced with
scratches in the 100 block of Elm Street.
Thursday, February 9, Edgar Guzman,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested at Mountain
Avenue and Raymond Street on traffic
warrants out of West New York,
Sayreville, Perth Amboy and South River.
Guzman was released after posting $493
bail.
Thursday, February 9, Jason N. Lewis,
32, of Rahway was arrested at Downer
Street and Osborn Avenue on a criminal
warrant from Plainfield for $150. Lewis
was released after posting bail.
Friday, February 10, Jack Lipsett, 3rd,
21, of Garwood was arrested at East Grove
Street and Grandview Avenue on a North
Hanover traffic warrant for $254. He was
released after posting bail.
Mountainside
Friday, February 10, a resident reported
that the rear license plate from her car was
removed. She reported that she has canceled the plates and will be receiving new
ones from the Department of Motor Vehicle Services.
Saturday, February 11, Erick A.
Fernandez, 23, of Elizabeth was picked
up from the Bernardsville Police Department and arrested for contempt of court
charges.
Saturday, February 11, Wilredo G.
Santos, 30, of Plainfield was picked up
from the Clark Police Department and
arrested for outstanding warrants.
Scotch Plains
Thursday, February 9, a resident of
Country Club Boulevard reported that
someone made $850 worth of charges on
her credit card without her authorization.
Thursday, February 9, a resident of
Ashbrook Drive reported that someone
made several unauthorized purchases in
another country with her credit card number. The charges totaled approximately
$700, police said.
Friday, February 10, a resident of
Marion Lane reported that she received
several harassing e-mails from an unknown individual.
Saturday, February 11, a resident of
Birch Street reported that someone threw
a large rock through the bay window of
his house.
Sunday, February 12, a resident of
North Gate Road reported after parking
his vehicle in front of his house, someone
threw a rock through the back window.
Fanwood
Tuesday, February 7, Juiwan Stokley,
27, of Newark was arrested on South
Avenue for soliciting without a permit.
He was also arrested for numerous outstanding warrants following an investigation.
Wednesday, February 8, Kerry R.
Sampson, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
on numerous outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Midway Avenue.
Wednesday, February 8, Alliancia Jean,
43, of Hillside was arrested for an outstanding warrant following a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
Wednesday, February 8, Tasha K.
Carter-Sidberry, 31, of Elizabeth was arrested on numerous warrants after a field
investigation.
Wednesday, February 8, Ibrahim
Bennett, 20, of Newark was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for outstanding warrants.
Thursday, February 9, Donnie J.
Damary, Jr., 36, of Plainfield was arrested for outstanding warrants following
a field investigation.
Waleed R. Vaughn, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue and Russell Road.
Thursday, February 9, David W.
Young, 23, of Roselle was arrested on
numerous outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
and LaGrande Avenue.
Thursday, February 9, Tracy R. Moore,
25, of Irvington was arrested on an outstanding warrant following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at Stewart Place.
Friday, February 10, James R. Griffin,
32, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue
for numerous outstanding warrants.
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Golf Courses Privatization,
DYS Elimination on Table

Berkeley Heights Among
Five Finalists for NY Jets
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Township of Berkeley Heights should
know by next month whether they will
be the new home for the New York
Jets’ training camp. About 700 residents attended a rally Monday night in
an effort to woo the NFL franchise.
As part of the agreement to build a
joint stadium for the Giants and the
Jets, the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority (NJSEA) has
agreed to acquire 20 acres for each
team for new training complexes. The
Connell corporate campus in Berkeley Heights, located at Connell Drive
and Valley Road, is among the five
locations under consideration by the
Jets, who initially considered a total
of 40 sites. Township Administrator
Angie Devanney told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that Berkeley Heights
officials first got in touch with the
Jets through the organization’s realestate agent last October.
The township meets all the criteria
the Jets are looking for – 20-plus
acres, a location within 20 miles of
the Meadowlands and Newark Liberty International Airport and accessibility to Manhattan. The Jets are
also looking for a site close to hotels
and medical facilities.
In addition, the township boasts
“high-end” housing stock, a strong
school system, and is within a mile of
Route 78. She said the state is spending $24 million to widen and improve
the Diamond Hill Road exit in Berkeley Heights off of Route 78.
“We think we are the total package,” Mrs. Devanney said. “It (hosting the Jets) would be a great economic development tool. It would be

great for our downtown.”
Mrs. Devanney said township merchants have been wearing t-shirts, designing merchandise and decorating
store windows to attract the Jets to the
township. If selected, the township
would receive an annual payment in
lieu of property taxes or PILOT. Mrs.
Devanney said the NJSA would not
pay county, school or municipal property taxes. The PILOT would be negotiated between the township and the
NJSA. She said training camp runs 21
days a year, at which time there are
between 150 and 200 employees on
site. She said the five finalists would
now develop RFPs (requests for proposals) for the Jets to review and select
a site to relocate.
According to the Jets, the team’s
practice facility would include a
110,000-square-foot building, three
outdoor football fields and one indoor field. In addition to Berkeley
Heights, the team is considering the
former Exxon headquarters near Park
Avenue Florham Park (Morris
County), a warehouse and partnership with an adjoining recreational
facility in Jersey City (Hudson
County), woodlands owned by the
East Orange Water Works at Parsonage Hill Road and John F. Kennedy
Parkway Millburn (Essex County) and
the former Curtiss-Wright factory in
the Wood-Ridge Industrial Park at
Passaic Avenue and South Main Street
(Bergen County).
Hofstra University spokesman Stu
Vincent said that the Nassau County,
NY-based university has hosted the
Jets since the 1970s.“It was a positive
experience all around,” he said. “We
regret they are leaving.”
“They have been a good neighbor,
a good tenant,” Mr. Vincent said.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CUBS AND FUN...Cub scouts from Den 8 in Westfield visit the offices of The
Westfield Leader and The Times on the afternoon of February 9 to learn how
newspapers are created.

RVSA Looking Further Into
Privatization of Operations
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) will look
further into the possibility of permitting a private company to assume
some degree of control of the utility’s
operations, although it is unclear how
much support the utility’s 11 commissioners might give to such an idea.
The authority’s engineering committee last week discussed the proposal put forth last month by United
Water of Harrington Park to take over
operational control of RVSA, which
currently services more than 300,000
residents and 3,500 industrial and commercial customers in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Garwood, Mountainside,
Springfield, Kenilworth, Roselle Park,
Cranford, Clark, Rahway and
Woodbridge. The commissioners’ discussion of the matter focused on the
lack of details provided by United
Water at its January 12 presentation
and the need for RVSA officials themselves to know what their needs will
be once the utility’s $137 million courtmandated upgrade of its Rahway facility is completed.
Commissioner Allan Chin,
Westfield’s RVSA representative,
cautioned his fellow commissioners
against moving too quickly on any
proposal, be it from United Water or
any other entity. Saying it was “very
premature” for commissioners to begin seriously considering any
privatization proposals, Commissioner Chin noted that the facility’s
upgrades were not yet completed. In
addition, RVSA will need to establish what he termed a “base” for the

number of employees that will ultimately be needed and how much sewage will have to be treated. Referring
to United Water’s assertion that it
could save RVSA $3 million per year,
Commissioner Chin asked how the
company could make such a claim
when it didn’t yet know what it would
be dealing with.
“It’s not good to change managements in midstream and in the midst of
a major construction program,” he said,
adding that any serious consideration
of a United Water-type proposal is “a
few years down the road.”
Charles Lombardo, Garwood’s representative, said that “we’re obligated
to look further” into United Water’s
proposal, but more information and
details were needed. James Murphy
of Cranford suggested soliciting proposals from other entities. Joan Papen
of Scotch Plains said she could not
see, as of yet, “where we would be
saving money.” She said RVSA could
streamline its operations and save
money, saying that an outside company would come in “to make money.”
Clark Landale of Mountainside
said he was not in favor of any further discussions with United Water
until RVSA commissioners discuss
“goals and vision.” He likened the
push for privatization to “putting the
cart before the horse,” and said the
United Water proposal was “being
shoved down our throats.” Frank
Mazzarella, the Clark representative
who had first brought in United Water
to make its presentation last month,
said, “cost savings was the main
thrust of what United Water wanted
to talk about.”

ELIZABETH – In an effort to trim
back a $23 million increase in the
proposed Union County $413 million budget, County Manager George
Devanney last week proposed privatizing the county’s four public golf
courses, selling county-owned properties and eliminating the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension Program, the
Division of Youth Services and the
Office of Citizen Services. The proposed $228.3 million tax levy is up
$12 million over last year.
Mr. Devanney also has recommended looking for sponsorship opportunities involving county parks
facilities and vehicles, advertising and
vending machines to generate additional revenue for the county. He also
said the county should look at charging municipalities a “nominal” tipping fee to use the county’s leaf disposal program. He also said the county
should reevaluate the fees it charges
for use of county parks facilities, GIS
maps, road opening permits and
county planning board permits.
Mr. Devanney also said layoffs
among the county’s 3,000 employees
will also be on the table for discussion. The county implemented a freeze
on all new hires throughout the budget process.
Included within the Office of Citizen Services are Veterans’Affairs and
Consumer Affairs. Both lie within the
Department of Administrative Services. Department Director Elizabeth
Genievich said the budget for
Citizen’s Services is $209,317, while
the budget for Consumer Affairs is
$215,824, a total of $425,000. The
proposed youth services budget for
this year is $5.6 million, while golfing operations total $1.9 million.
Freeholder Estrada said all department directors need to focus on the
county’s “$23 million shortfall” when
coming before the committee. “Everything is on the table.”
On Wednesday, the board’s Fiscal
Affairs Committee heard budget requests from the Office of County
Counsel, the Department of Public
Safety, which includes the corrections, environmental health and emergency management, the medical examiner, county police and weights
and measures and the offices of the
county prosecutor and sheriff.
Freeholder Angel Estrada, who
chairs the Fiscal Affairs committee,
and his committee colleagues expressed concern over the $10 million
proposed in the budget for overtime

Worship Services for Christian Science Society, Westfield
1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM at the
Christian Science Reading Room, 116 Quimby Street
(across from the Robert Treat Delicatessen)
For hours and other information please call: 908-232-3226

Christian Science Sentinel - Radio Edition
SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio
• February 19 - No Doubt That God Gives Us All That We Need
• February 26 - Feeling God's Tender Mercies

For additional information on Christian Science visit:
www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com
www.powerfulprayer.com, www.marybakereddylibrary.org
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pay, over $6 million of which is for
correction offices and another
$445,000 for county police.
Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow’s request for
10 additional staff members including several assistant prosecutors and
investigators to work in child sex
abuse and sex crimes units was met
with concern from the board.
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said the prosecutor’s request
was “unexpected,” given the county’s
fiscal problems, noting the county is
“seriously” looking at layoffs.
County Counsel Robert Barry was
asked if he could reduce his office
staff in order to cut his proposed $1.7
million budget. He said he would
simply “do more with less.” He said
he did want his support staff cut. He
said the county attempts to eliminate
frivolous lawsuits early in the process and handle cases with in-house
attorneys whenever possible.
Undersheriff Joe Cryan said the
Sheriff’s Department’s budget request
is $12.8 million, up almost $180,000
from last year. He said the biggest
budget hit last year was the cost security detail for hospitalized inmates,
which amounted to $342,000 in overtime costs in 2005. The department
requested $772,000 in total overtime
funding this year.
On Saturday, Runnells Specialized
Hospital Director Joseph Sharp said the
hospital currently faces a deficit of
$500,000 to $1 million. He said changing the method of applying for reimbursement for Medicare funding would
produce an additional $1 million in revenue. Also, increasing the cost for private beds by $10 to $265 would produce
another $200,000 in new revenue. The
charge would impact about 15 percent
or 40 of the 300 beds in the facility.
Al Faella, director of Department of
Economic Development, said his department is supported mostly by grants.
He noted that a 10.3 percent or $600,000
federal budget in the county’s allotment for the Community Block Grant
program would have a big impact on
the county. “This is the largest cut in the
history of the program.” He said a draft
redesign of the county’s website should
be completed within three months.
Public Works and Engineering Director Frank Dann proposed a fee for
municipalities using the county’s conservation center to dump leaves as
well as increasing inspection and permit fees for road projects.

Policing Alliance to
Meet February 22
FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Community Policing Alliance will
hold its regular monthly meeting at 7
p.m. on Wednesday, February 22 at
the Forest Road Park Building in
Fanwood.
Members of the Union County Rape
Crisis Center will be guest speakers.
They will present an educational lecture entitled “Sexual Assault - Best
Safety Practices.” This event is free
and open to the public.
Started in 2004, the Fanwood Police Department organized a Community Policing Alliance (CPA). The CPA
invites all residents and those working
in Fanwood to attend any meetings
and become a member of the CPA.
The CPA meets monthly on the
fourth Wednesday of every month.
For more details, please their website
at www.FanwoodCPA.org.
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Air Noise Committee Warns
Of New FAA Flight Paths
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Noise Committee told the freeholder
board last Thursday that new flight
departure patterns from Newark Liberty International Airport, as proposed
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), would significantly impact residential areas of Elizabeth
and surrounding communities. The
FAA is seeking to increase aviation
capacity, while reducing delays at the
airports.
“This is the worst thing I’ve seen
come our way (in the 15 years that
he has served on the noise committee),” Jerome Feder of Westfield,
chairman of the Union County Air
Traffic Noise Advisory Board, said.
He said the proposals offer county
residents, “lots of pain with very
little gain.”
According to Mr. Feder, the most
ambitious of the proposals, “would
cause more than a three-fold (or five
decibel) noise increase to some
300,000 residents over the tri-state
area.” He told the freeholders that this
would result in, “more planes flying
over your heads.”
The last major redesign that occurred was the 1987 Expanded East
Coast Plan.
Freeholder Nancy Ward, who resides in Linden, which would see
more air traffic noise, said 82 percent
of the those people impacted by the
FAA proposed routes would be minority populations, “which I found
quite disturbing.”
In his report to the freeholder board,
Mr. Feder said the four new alternative plans would create “four to seven
times greater noise impact” than the
East Coast plan.
He said the FAA has several options, including: taking no action,
making limited changes or approving
an integrated air space with changes
in air traffic routes only. The most
costly would be the $2.5 billion integrated airspace and control center
plan.
The New Jersey Coalition Against
Aircraft Noise (NJCAAN) has long
supported ocean routing. Mr. Feder
said the FAA has opposed the plan,
stating it would reduce Newark Airport departure capacity.
“Ocean routing shows a large noise
benefit,” Mr. Feder noted in his report.
The integrated proposals, Mr.
Feder said, would direct departure
paths over populated areas of the
county, including Elizabeth, Linden, Hillside, Roselle, Roselle Park
and Union. He said aircrafts currently take off and climb over
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Zoning Board Okays Sheds
On Pierson, Marlboro Streets

mostly industrialized areas of the
county.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan said. “As
a resident of Elizabeth, I am really
concerned about this.”
Congressman Donald Payne, who
represents the tenth district, which
includes the bulk of the towns impacted by the proposed FAA routes,
said in a statement released Thursday
that the FAA proposal, “is not a reasonable or balanced approach.”
“Many of us still recall the tragic
air plane crashes in Elizabeth in the
1950s,” he said.
The local hearing will be held Tuesday, March 21 at the Holiday Inn on
Route 22 in Springfield from 6:30 to
9 p.m.
During the board’s agenda meeting, Frank Dann, director of the Department of Engineering and Public
Works, explained that a $4 million
grant from the state’s Transportation
Trust Fund, which will be broke come
July, may not be available as of 2007.
He said this year’s funding includes
$3 million for the county’s annual
road paving program and another
$1,014,000 for traffic control standards, signs and markings. A resolution authorizing an agreement between the county and New Jersey
Department of Transportation will
be held on the Thursday, February
16 agenda.
The board is also set to approve a
$40,000 contract with Metuchenbased Goose Control Technology of
New Jersey, to manage the Canadian
geese population at county parks.
The contract is $8,000 lees than last
year.
Another resolution would allow the
county to apply for a $102,990 grant
from the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety to fund an investigator position to oversee the investigation of traffic fatalities in Union
County.
At the start of the Thursday’s meeting, the board presented Miss Teen
New Jersey Galaxy, Gabrielle Apigo
with a resolution. The Mountainside
native has decided to make educating people on a rare bone and joint
disease called Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva or FOP her
platform.
The board will hold a regular public meeting tonight at 7 p.m. in Elizabeth.
On Wednesday, February 22, the
board will meet at the Berkeley
Heights municipal building, 29 Park
Avenue. The agenda meeting will start
at 6:30 p.m. followed by the regular
session. The meeting is the first of the
board’s mobile meetings scheduled
for this year.

By CARRIE HAYES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACCOMPLISHING THE GOAL…Westfield United Way Campaign Chairman Tom
Cusimano, left, explains to fellow trustee Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21) and his
wife, Patricia, that the campaign thermometer is almost to the top. The United Way’s
campaign goal is $700,000 to help agencies that provide services to townspeople.

County Offering Winter
Activities at Area Parks
AREA — The Union County parks
system is offering a number of wintertime activities.
Cross-country skiing is allowed at
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark and the Watchung Reservation.
There is no location in the park system suitable for downhill skiing.
The flag pole area in Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside is the only sanctioned site in the park system for
sledding.Toboggans, bobsleds and
other non-steerable devices are
“strongly discouraged” at any time,

for safety reasons. Snowmobiles are
also prohibited in the Union County
parks system. Snowboarding and sledding are prohibited at the Ash Brook
and Oak Ridge golf courses. Lighted
lake areas for ice skating include
Warinanco, Meisel Avenue, Rahway
River, Briant and the Upper Lake of
Echo Lake Park. Non-lighted skating areas are: Warinanco Park Lagoon, Black Brook Nomahegan and
Milton Lake. For more information,
call (908) 527-4900, the Warinanco
Skating Center at (908) 298-7850, or
the parks hotline at (908) 352-8410.

WESTFIELD — The February
Westfield Board of Adjustment meeting took place last Thursday night,
wherein the board caught up with
many pending applications. It approved all but one of the variances
sought. As Chairman William
Heinbokel stated, this was a night of
“housekeeping.”
Following the memorialization of
January’s applications, the board managed to get through half of the 22
applications on the agenda. The first
application involved a shed sought by
the Bayers of Frances Terrace. They
had purchased a new home from a
tear-down development. Their property included the original shed, which
had been cleaned up and painted. The
Bayers said they wanted to keep their
shed; however, it is closer to the property line than the required setback of
five feet for a structure, which is less
than 500 square feet.
As the shed’s floor is a concrete
slab, the removal and relocation of
which, observed the board, would
certainly prove a hardship. The
current location of the Bayer’s shed
was granted a variance by the
board.
Christopher Miele of 543 Pierson
Street made the necessary modifica-

tions recommended by the board,
and was granted his variance to enlarge his house.
Jean Cerniglia of 120 Marlboro
Street (also from last month’s meeting) was heard. The location of her
shed is a zoning violation in that it
abuts against the common property
line of her neighbor. The shed issue
was to be determined by the legal
outcome of the dispute, questioning
the veracity of her survey against her
neighbor’s and then the interpretation of this ruling by the board.
Her survey was upheld in court
and her neighbor was required to
seek a variance because of the nowestablished location of his fence. The
board granted the variance.
The Triolos of Hanford Place
sought a variance for a front porch,
and their neighbor Carl Salisbury
discussed the front porch ordinance,
which he had assisted in drafting as a
town councilman. One of the merits
of a porch, he stated, is that it brings
people out from their back yards to
see and talk with their neighbors.
The Triolos’ variance was granted.
The Passanantis of Shackamaxon
Drive received their variance, as did
the Falligs of Euclid Avenue. The
Marmarous of Grandview Avenue
received a variance and so did the
Oliginos on Wells Street.

www.sg-cpas.com

This Is Westfield 2006
34th Annual Edition, coming May 2006

Reserve Your Ad
Space Now
See goleader.com/tiw
for details or
call a real person at
(908) 232-4407.

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs
Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in
Westfield with the newspaper. Several thousand additional copies are distributed to others. It is a year-round reference for residents and a gift for newcomers. This Is Westfield features the
region’s business, education, civic, government and cultural organizations. A must for business in the region.

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

& COUNTRY
TOWN
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

FOR THOSE WITH A TASTE FOR VALUE.
At Town & Country, value means service, savings and selection. For more than 20 years, we’ve been serving your Westfield
community…and we’ve been rewarded with your loyalty.
Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. In fact, our top three
hundred items are ranked as the best prices in town.
Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink
and be merry. What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”
If you have a taste for value, visit Town & Country. We guarantee a very satisfying experience.

TOP WINE VALUES

PRICE

Barnard Griffin Merlot
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Zinfandel
Frescobaldi Nippozzano Chianti Classico
Altos De Luzon Jumilla
Oxford Landing GSM
Archaval Ferrer Malbec
Villa Antinori Toscana Red
Stefano Farina Barolo
Allegrini Pallazzo de la Torre
Ehler's Merlot
Ortman Pinot Noir
Rosemount GSM
Borsao Tres Picos

10% off
25% off

$13.49
$8.99
$15.99
$13.49
$5.99
$17.99
$16.99
$25.99
$13.99
$20.99
$19.49
$22.99
$9.79

ANY 6.750 MLS OF WINE
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PRICE

TOP WINE VALUES
Icardi Babera Tabarin
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Chardonnay
Hedges CMS White
Lagar de Cervera Albarino
Gini Soave
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio
Meredith Vineyards Chardonnay

$10.49
$8.99
$8.99
$14.99
$10.99
$7.99
$7.99

WINTER WARMERS
Kahlua 750 ml.
Sambuca Romana 750 ml.
Courvoisier XO Cognac 750 ml.
Glenfiddich Single Malt Scotch 750 ml.
Chopin Vodka 750 ml.
Jose Cuervo Tequila Gold 750ml.

$15.99
$17.99
$88.99
$31.99
$25.99
$17.99

BLUSHING BUBBLY

PRICE

Domaine Chandon Blanc De Noir
Michel Freres Brut Rose
Banfi Brachetto D'Acqui
Moet & Chandon Brut Rose
Mionetto Il Prosecco Rose

$13.99
$14.99
$14.99
$41.99
$9.99

All prices are valid from 2/16/06 - 2/23/06.

20% off

ANY 12.750 MLS OF WINE.

ANY PRE-MADE
GIFT BASKETS.

Offer valid from 02/16/06 through 2/23/06.
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

Offer valid from 02/16/06 through 2/23/06.
Coupon must be presented at time purchase.

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.
WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090

908-232-8700

Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.

Free Parking

We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last.
T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.
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Blizzard Provides ‘What If’ Time
For Thinking on Fiscal Matters
Many people were relieved that it snowed Sunday.
This year’s winter has been so mild that it was eerie.
Now we know that Mother Nature is back to normal.
Fortunately, the blizzard occurred on Sunday so that
residents could dig out and get to work on Monday
without too much disruption.
Given the storm’s magnitude, Westfield streets
were well-plowed. The guys from the Department of
Public Works did a good job. Often, DPW crews bear
the brunt of criticism. Westfield’s streets are extensive and nearly impossible to clear in a day or two.
Scotch Plains and Fanwood crews consistently
receive high marks from the public. Perhaps their
assignments are easier.
New York City claims this storm was a 60-year
record, with 26 inches received. Our suburbs received perhaps 20 inches. The school children were
happy Monday with the day off.
When one is sequestered by a storm, there is time
to ponder. As example, if you were Governor Jon
Corzine, charged to deal with the fiscal mess at the
state, what actions would you take?
Would you raise taxes on all fronts, lay off employees, reduce programs, stop borrowing, freeze investments on arenas, stop giveaways on developments,
or all of the above? What would you direct other subgovernments to do, meaning counties, municipalities, boards of education and utilities?
Is the problem too big to ignore? Will the governor
take sweeping action? Could he declare a “State of
Fiscal Emergency” and order all sub-governments
and boards of education to freeze budgets and tax
levies until the books are brought back into order?
How could county government, towns, school
boards and sewer authorities respond? It’s dizzying
to think of them all at once. Perhaps looking at just
one area might enable coherency.
Union County is in the midst of budget meetings
where it seeks $413 million – a 5.9 percent rise from
last year. How could the county deal with a fiscal
emergency if imposed by the governor? About half
of the county budget is for salaries and other direct
costs of salaries such as benefits. At the hoped for
budget of $413 million, the county indicates it will
lay off employees to save $6 million.
Where will this come from? Could $6 million be
saved without laying off employees? A “What If”
analysis using the spreadsheet of county salaries
provides clues. We’ve run a few calculations using
the county salary spreadsheet.
One condition we set was “No Layoffs.” A second
condition was “No salary cut for those earning
$50,000 or less per year.” Then we established a
formula to give a pay cut only to those earning in
excess of $50,000 – a sliding scale algorithm. The
more one makes over $50Gs, the more cut in pay. We
estimated “other direct costs” of salaries to be 30
percent. Then, we set the total savings requirement
to be $6 million.
The “What If” analysis to save $6 million without
layoffs yielded the following results: Of the 2,959
county employees, 1,320 (44.6 percent) earn more
than $50Gs per year. 55.4 percent would be unaffected by the analysis. Those earning $75,000 per
year would receive a 2 percent pay cut. Those
earning $100,000 per year would receive a 6 percent
pay cut. The top, in the $150,000 range and above,
would receive a pay cut of 12 percent.
The current average county salary is $51,064 per
year. With the above “What If,” the average would
become $49,482 per year. The median stays the

same at $46,785 per year.
If the hypothetical governor’s “State of Fiscal
Emergency” demanded more, then as far as salaries
are concerned at the county, one would be forced to
examine “honorarium” salaries, individuals collecting salaries from more than one government entity,
etc. Where there are question marks as to what such
an individual may be doing to deserve a salary, it may
be necessary to request a time sheet to see if that
person is actually there, doing something, or on
another job instead.
The other half of the county budget would require
analysis too if the governor declared the emergency.
What monies are being spent on initiatives such as
the zoo in Scotch Plains, bringing the Jets to Berkeley Heights, expanding the Magnet School, etc. –
well…
Monday night, there were two dramatic demonstrations by citizens in the county – one in Scotch
Plains and one in Berkeley Heights.
In Scotch Plains, 300 or more citizens showed up
to hear a county presentation at the zoning board
meeting, overloading the municipal building and
forcing the fire department to close the meeting.
Citizens are enraged over the planned development
of the Ponderosa Farm on Cooper Road by the
county.
The county purchased the 23-acre property with
$10 million of “Open Space” taxpayer money. Citizens were first relieved, thinking the land was to be
preserved. Now, county development plans for an
amusement park type of petting zoo have surfaced
where the land is to be leased to a private company
for $50,000 per year. The citizens are planning to
rent buses to attend and protest at the freeholder
meeting in Elizabeth tonight (Thursday). They’ve
hired a lawyer to examine the contracts and challenge the legality of the matter.
In neighboring Berkeley Heights Monday night,
Mayor David Cohen had a police car painted Jet
green, green and white fireworks were set off and
kids were told how great it would be to have the Jets
practice camp built in Berkeley Heights on the
Connell property by Runnells Hospital. Even to
Giants fans, this sounds like fun.
However, to battle-weary Westfielders regarding
“areas in need of development,” the ugly word,
PILOT, is an immediate “red flag” in the financial
discussion of the county’s Berkeley Heights initiative for the Jets practice complex development. For
two years, Westfielders examined the PILOT scheme
proposed downtown and demanded a vote. The
knowledgeable citizens crushed the proposal at the
voting booth.
PILOT stands for “Payment in Lieu of Taxes.”
After all is said and done, this is a maneuver to
remove the property from the tax rolls so that school
taxes are avoided. Then, the money is funneled to the
development project that would otherwise be less
viable. Later on, homeowners find their property
taxes rising because of a shortfall in school tax
collections.
No matter how many green balloons, green police
cars or green fireworks there are, the financials must
be examined. Who’s getting paid is what must be
uncovered.
Perhaps the governor should declare a “State of
Fiscal Emergency” to force a hard look at everything
going on.
There wasn’t enough time during the blizzard to
get into schools, towns and utilities.
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SP-F BOE President Nelson Notes
Respect For All Interests Concerned
Editor’s Note: The letter was sent to
Mr. and Mrs. Hiatt in response to their
letter to the SP-F Board of Education and
published in the newspaper last week.
******
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hiatt,
Thank you for taking the time to write
to the board with your concerns regarding
our current contract negotiations with the
SPFEA. We are pleased to hear that you
value the education your children received
in our district and that you realize the
need to support the school budget. However, I must respond to some of your other
statements, which imply that the board is
the cause of the current stalemate and that
the board will not “prioritize esteem for
the teachers.”
I do not understand why asking our
staff members to help us control the spiraling cost of health benefits and having a
professional dialogue about how together
we can tackle this problem is looked upon
as not respecting or caring for our teachers. In fact, the board is trying to maintain
staff positions, as increasing benefits costs
and budget caps will soon force us to cut
staff. This board has always shown respect and concern for our staff. But when
the money’s not there, you can’t spend it.
You ask how we will “savor the
offloading of healthcare costs onto the
shoulders of your grandchildren’ s teachers who make an average of $52,000 per
year.” The salary you quote is actually the
median, not average salary as quoted in
the NJ State School Report Card. Half of
our teachers make above and half make
below that figure. Under the current contract, our teachers earn salaries that range
from $43,460 to $99,192. Our median is
low compared to the rest of the state
because we have hired so many new teach-

ers in the past few years as our more
experienced teachers have retired. We do
have many teachers who earn at the top of
the salary guide, over $90,000 a year. In
fact, the mid-point in the guide in SP-F is
very close to the average household salary for SP-F, according to the most recent
census data. Our salary settlements have
always been in line with the rest of Union
County and will continue to be so. By the
time our grandchildren are in school, the
median salary will be well above $52,000.
You question if tax savings will be
erased by selling your house for $20,000
less than it might have commanded in a
well-regarded district. The numbers of
families flooding into these two towns to
enter this school district and the incredible selling prices local residents are receiving prove that this is a well-regarded
district and that local property values are
at an all-time high. But local taxpayers
cannot bear much more, and the board is
well aware of that.
The board tries very hard to “do what is
necessary to set aside enmity and hardened
stances.” We value the good working relationship that we have with the SPFEA
when we are not negotiating. Our negotiations have been cordial and respectful; we
just do not agree on certain points. We
hope that in the negotiations for our next
contract, we can try a different approach,
but to try something new, there must be a
willing spirit from both sides.
In the meantime, the board fully intends to “settle equitably” with a contract
that is fair to the staff, the children and the
community.
Thank you for your interest.
Linda Nelson
President, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education

Resident Writes Cooper Road Petting
Zoo in Scotch Plains is Poor Deal
Editor’s Note: This letter was addressed
to Union County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella and copied to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times.
******
Chairman Mirabella, I, and many others, applaud your long history of supporting the preservation of open space in
Union County. However, the board’s decision to locate a petting zoo on Cooper
Road in Scotch Plains is a mistake. Besides the traffic congestion, garbage and
noise the zoo will generate in Scotch
Plains, this zoo is not about educating
children as Green Meadows would have
you believe. It is purely about profit. In
our research, one of Green Meadows’
petting zoos in Wisconsin generates over
1,000 visitors each day! Even if the Scotch
Plains zoo visitors are half of that number, consider the environmental and quality of life impact on the community. In
addition, just estimating that 500 visitors
spend $15 (the admissions alone will be
$9 initially), for six months of operations,

the park will generate about $1.3 million!
The cost of labor and animals is quite low
and, best of all from Green Meadows’ viewpoint, they are only paying Union County
$50,000 for the use of land that cost taxpayers $10 million. That is a very good deal for
Green Meadows and a very poor one for
Scotch Plains and Union County.
With the Esposito Farm, you supported
a community park with preserved wetlands and walking paths. Why was that
option not considered for the Ponderosa
Farms property? There are so many other
options available for the Ponderosa Farm
property that would enhance the community and have a lower quality of life impact, we implore you and your fellow
freeholders to reconsider your decision.
Do not let Green Meadows line their
pockets at the expense of residents of
Union County. Stop the petting zoo now
and preserve your admirable and farsighted legacy of preserving open spaces
in Union County.
Phillip Melville
Scotch Plains

Westfield Rotary Club Reminds
Readers of Their Scholarships
I write in follow-up to Michael
Pollack’s article, “Are Students Aware of
Available Scholarships?” that appeared
in The Westfield Leader, Thursday, February 9.
In his survey of local scholarships, Mr.
Pollack neglects to mention Westfield’s
largest continuous scholarship program,
the Rotary Club of Westfield Scholarship
Program, established in 1954 as the direct
successor to the club’s loan program
started in 1922 under the leadership of
Charles Philhower, who was then Superintendent of Schools and President of the
Rotary Club. To date, the club has made
1,425 scholarship awards for a total of
$1.8 million to local students who demonstrate academic excellence, service to
the community and financial need.
The scholarships are funded from proceeds of Rotary’s town tradition, the
Annual Pancake Day, and by the nonprofit Westfield Rotary Club Foundation
College Scholarship Fund comprised of
contributions and bequests to the club by
generous members and local citizens.

Rotary also administers four Wallace
Scholarships in collaboration with the
Westfield Foundation as well as the
Gerdes Memorial Scholarship.
Students who are Westfield residents
enrolled in the school district or matriculating at other accredited area high schools
that are interested in applying for a Rotary
scholarship may contact the Westfield
High School Guidance Office for further
information. This year, Pancake Day will
be held March 11 from 8 a.m. to noon at
Westfield High School.
The February 9 edition of the paper
calls for advertising space reservations in
the upcoming 34th Annual Edition of
This is Westfield which, according to the
ad, will feature the region’s business,
education, civic, government and cultural organizations. Last year’s edition of
This is Westfield neglected to mention
that Westfield is one of 32,198 towns in
168 nations world-wide whose good fortune it is to have a Rotary club.
Nancy Jackson, President, Rotary
Club of Westfield

WF School Budget Education Session
Described as Extremely Informative
On January 30, I had the opportunity to
attend the educational session scheduled
by Dr. Foley and our Board of Education.
I have to say the presentation was extremely well done and quite informative. I
felt the session cleared up various misconceptions and misinformation that many
people have regarding our school budget.
What were most shocking to hear were
the expenditures the district spends on
Special Education, approximately 21 percent of a $71 million budget. What is even
more worrisome is the lack of state aid we
receive to help pay for Special Education.
Moreover, it was also interesting to learn
that our municipal tax dollars do not pay
for the pensions of our teachers, it is paid
for by the State of New Jersey. How the
state will shore up the present pension
deficit is another huge problem unto itself.

As someone who recently campaigned
for public office and heard various criticisms of the Board of Education and its
budgetary process, I feel it is extremely
important for all residents of the town to
become educated regarding the facts and
process of our school budget. It has been
demonstrated that municipalities who
continually defeat their school budget
also manifest decreasing property values.
This is obviously something nobody wants
to occur.
I encourage everyone to get out and
vote yes for our school budget in April.
The increase is modest and in the long run
will undoubtedly benefit all the children
and homeowners of Westfield.
Eric Leuthold
Westfield

Tell Freeholders Your Concern About
Open Space Development
When Union County taxpayers approved the Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund in 2000,
and agreed to a surtax to support it, I doubt
that many of those voting in favor envisioned “open space” to include a 250-car
parking lot, 24 busloads of children visiting this space per day, chemical toilets
and souvenir and food concessions. Yet,
this is precisely what the county plans for
23 acres of land it recently purchased in
Scotch Plains.
I also wonder if many voters realized
that the county would place some of this
“protected” space into the hands of a
private, for-profit company that will generate income for its owners through the
use of land acquired by the county with
taxpayer dollars. And if county taxpayers
want to enjoy the property, we have to pay
an admission fee.
The county’s plan to lease the former
Ponderosa farm property in Scotch Plains,
acquired under the Open Space trust fund,
to Green Meadows Children’s Farm in
my opinion violates the spirit and intent
of the Open Space Fund. The plan calls
for the operation of a “children’s educational farm” that will function primarily

as a field trip destination for surrounding
schools, but will also be open to the
general public.
While there is nothing wrong with offering children the opportunity to see
farm animals and engage in the other
planned attractions, a facility of this type
does not belong in the middle of a residential neighborhood – the zoo is surrounded on all sides by private residences.
Local residents will without doubt have
to deal with a significant increase in noise
and traffic. What’s more, should this plan
be allowed to proceed, property values in
the surrounding area will without a doubt
be hurt. Did anyone voting for the trust
fund envision that as a consequence of
“open space”?
Naturally, it’s the residents living closest to this specific project that object. But
should this project proceed, every county
resident should be forewarned – the next
“open space” might be in your backyard
and it could be more theme park than
pastoral preserve. Concerned? Tell the
county freeholders.
Terry Shea
Scotch Plains
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tetric – Perverse; harsh
2. Haje – The Egyptian cobra
3. Scatophagous – Subsisting on dung
4. Quean – A bold, immoral woman; a
slut
QUAICH
1. A pimple
2. A shallow cup or drinking vessel
3. Covered with filth
4. Precipitous; extremely steep
LAMINIFEROUS
1. Consisting of layers
2. Extremely remorseful; tearful
3. Consisting of large amounts of iron
4. Very pale or faded
ZOOPRAXISCOPE
1. The average life span of animals in
captivity
2. An early kind of moving-picture
projector
3. The study of the diversity of indigenous species in a given region
4. The measurement of population
growth of herding animals
OPHIOLATRY
1. The art of making brass-wind musical instruments
2. The art of making wine
3. The worship of snakes
4. Basket making

Letters to
the Editor
Reader Supports
Column Critical of
‘American Idol’
I am writing to praise Jessica Riegel’s
column (The Student View: Why Condone “Idol’s” Promotion of Ridicule?) in
last week’s paper. Ms. Riegel very eloquently expressed my uneasy feelings
about the show. I think that because there
are so few programs suitable for children
and adolescents, “American Idol” seems
benign to many parents, but it is not.
How can we expect our children to
grow up to be polite, caring, considerate
adults if we allow them to watch this type
of behavior and laugh at it? I am glad to
see that at least one teen sees through the
glossy, “harmless” veneer to the nastiness underneath.
Deirdre Gelinne
Westfield

Group Comments on
Cartoon Controversy
The furor in the Muslim world over
cartoons first published in a Danish paper
continues.
Many Muslims reacted angrily, deeming the cartoon offensive to their religious
beliefs.
Was it wise to publish the cartoons?
No. Why gratuitously denigrate the beliefs of a religious group?
Still, citizens of democratic societies
know that our freedoms at times produce
results we may find objectionable. But
we respond through peaceful protest and
public debate.
The reaction of some in the Muslim
world, though, has been very different:
violence, intimidation and property destruction. That’s unacceptable.
And the story reeks of a certain hypocrisy. Some of the protesting countries are
intolerant nations themselves. Let Saudi
Arabia and others stop peddling antiSemitic and anti-Christian views before
getting on their high horse.
How will this story end? Hard to tell.
But if violence succeeds in chilling the
debate, what a tragic day it would be for
all who cherish the values of a free society!
Allyson Gall
American Jewish Committee
Millburn

Bernard
Heeney
Creative
Writing Contest
You are invited to enter the
newspaper’s creative writing contest.
Detailed rules and prizes are posted
on goleader.com. It is open to anyone
and there is no entry fee. Entries (700
to 1200 words) must be received by
March 1. Those who have already
submitted will receive an editor’s review shortly and will have the opportunity to submit an update.
Winning entries will be published
this spring in the 34th annual edition
of This Is Westfield. In the spirit of
creative writing, entries may be of
past, present or future; history, commentary, sports, art, humor, science
fiction, essay, mystery, instructive,
illustrative or novelette. In some fashion, there must be a tie to Westfield or
the surrounding community. Judging criteria will include format (spelling and grammar), creativity (ideas,
impact and approach), tightness (clarity, structure) and depth. Have fun.
Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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Volunteer Feels ‘Lucky’
To Live With Thai Family

Letters to the Editor
SP Educational Farm Not Suited
For Small Street Like Cooper Rd.
Editor’s Note: This letter was addressed
to Union County Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella and copied to board members, County Manager George Devanney
and Mayor Martin Marks.
*****
It is our understanding that the County
of Union has signed a lease agreement
with (Green Meadows) to operate an “educational farm” at the Ponderosa located
on Cooper Road in Scotch Plains.
As you may be aware, they have filed
a plan that includes a parking lot for 250

cars and 24 buses. Clearly, an operation
that needs this much parking is not suited
to be on a small residential street such as
Cooper Road. It will destroy the character
of our neighborhood.
It is hard to imagine that the board
understood the extent of their operation
when this deal was signed. Please use your
best efforts to terminate this contract.
I welcome an opportunity to further
discuss this issue at your convenience.
Vincent and Deborah DeLisi
Scotch Plains

Privatized Medical Care For Inmates
In County Facilities Was Deadly
Every once in a while a story appears in
the newspaper that sends shivers up the
spine. Last week a headline in The StarLedger read, “Another lawsuit cites county
in inmate’s death.” It went on to say, “two
men with medical conditions have died in
the past two years while being incarcerated.” The inmates, 22 and 20 years-old,
succumbed while incarcerated at the
Union County jail.
Aaron Pittman and Donald Davis had
something in common; they both died
horrible deaths, Pittman from Crohn’s
disease and Davis from a stomach infection. Both were left untreated and their
screams of pain were ignored.
Crohn’s disease is a chronic inflammatory disease involving predominantly
the small intestine and colon. The disease can cause ulcers in the small intestine, colon, or both. Abdominal pain,
diarrhea, vomiting, fever, and weight
loss are symptoms of Crohn’s disease. It
has been said that Aaron Pittman’s medi-

Resident Says Roads
Were Not Plowed Well
As a Westfield resident for 20 years, I
have seen many snowstorms. I was very
upset over the condition of our roads after
the snowstorm on the 11th and 12th.
Every person I came in contact with, from
our town or otherwise, had the exact same
concern. They all mentioned how horribly the roads of Westfield were plowed.
Many of the main streets were barely
drivable and the side streets were impossible.
Even by that Monday after the snowstorm, many of the roads were still horrible. This is not the first snowstorm where
I have noticed our roads are terrible. The
very second I entered Garwood or Scotch
Plains, the roads were completely fine.
Why can these towns manage to plow
their roads so much better than Westfield?
Where is all of our tax money going
that the town cannot afford to make it safe
for our roads to drive on?

Jessica Schwahl
Westfield

cation for treating his disease was confiscated when he was arrested and detained for violating probation and that he
died just a few hours after being found
unconscious in his cell.
In 1998, The Westfield Leader reported
that the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders awarded a $3.4 million contract to Correctional Health Services, Inc.
of Verona (CHS) to provide health services to inmates at the county jail and
detainees at the juvenile detention center.
They would switch the county from public to private management of the facilities. Citing reports of other counties utilizing CHS, then County Manager
Michael Lapolla predicted the savings
would be at least $350,000 over two years.
Union County has awarded contracts
to CHS since that time to provide medical/health care services at the jail, detention center and the children’s shelter. The
lastest is January 2004 through December 2006 at a cost not-to-exceed $3.6
million for year one, $3.7 million for year
two and $3,968,940 for 2006. According
to New Jersey ELEC, CHS has contributed to the Union County Democratic
Committee in excess of $60,000 from
September 1998 through March 2004.
About two years ago, two inmates in
Essex County correctional facilities died
on the same day within hours of each
other. Their families filed a joint wrongful death suit against Essex County and
a private health care firm that provides
jail medical services. The cause of death
of both of these inmates is listed as
diabetic ketoacidosis, an emergency
medical condition caused by a severe
lack of insulin.
It is said that in both cases the inmates
while in custody and known diabetics,
pleaded for insulin, which was denied.
CHS is the health care firm being sued in
these inmate deaths.
A February 27, 2005 article in The New
York Times calls “Private Health Care in
Jails a Death Sentence.” It seems as though
no one is asking questions and demanding answers from CHS.
Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY UPSET...Rochelle Melville, left, and Jen Williamson of Scotch Plains
show the plans to The Leader/Times last week where the county intends to develop
Open Space land at Cooper Road into a petting zoo. Residents are staunchly
opposed to the development and have become organized to fight the proposition.

Mahoney Family Happy to Hear
Excellent Diner Is In Paris
The Excellent Diner’s new home in
Disneyland Paris was welcome news to
the Jerry Mahoney Family. Jerry Mahoney
and his company, Jerry O’Mahony Inc.,
built the diner and installed it in Westfield
in 1947. Jerry Mahoney and his family
lived in Westfield for many years, and his
two daughters still reside there.
Jerry started building his first diner
(then called a lunch car) in 1912 in
Bayonne, his hometown. Over the next
38 years he produced more than 2,000
diners and installed them in the Northeast, Midwest and south to Florida and
Texas. He was a pioneer in the diner
industry and helped 12-seat lunch cars
grow into sleek restaurants seating 60 to
150 persons, installed on site, ready to fire
up the grill and start the coffee.
Two O’Mahony diners are on the National Register of Historic Places. They
are Skee’s Diner in Torrington, CT, circa
1920, and Mickey’s Diner in St. Paul,
MN., 1937.

MS Democrats Slate
February 23 Meeting
MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Democratic Club will
convene its first meeting of the year
on Thursday, February 23, at 7:30
p.m. in the Mountainside Borough
Hall. The agenda includes the election of officers and a discussion of the
club’s role in the Democratic Party’s
2006 election campaign.
Everyone interested in the party’s
future in the borough is welcome.
Refreshments will be served. For more
information, please telephone Rick
Schkolnick at (908) 789-0664.

The 1922 Jerry O’Mahony Inc. sales
brochure (which Jerry probably wrote)
stated that in Westfield with “a population of 6,800 there are three diners and all
apparently flourishing.” In 1925 he moved
his company to Elizabeth, and his family
to Westfield.
The representative of the Jerry
O’Mahony Inc. who sold the Excellent
Diner to its first owners was Joe Swingle,
(who later ran Swingle’s Diner with his
brother on Route 22, and opened his own
diner manufacturing company in 1957).
Joe, his wife Kay and their family lived in
Westfield, and their children still live there.
Last year before she died, Kay Swingle
told me that she and Joe had visited the
Excellent Diner many times over the years.
I am Jerry’s granddaughter and the
archivist of his papers. For an upcoming
book about him, I would like to hear from
people with information about the company and O’Mahony diners.
My e-mail is: barmarhoe@comcast.net.
Barbara Marhoefer
Reston, Va.

PTSO Seeks Phone Vols
For Budget Vote Promo
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School PTSO (Parent Teacher
Student Organization) is looking for
volunteers to make reminder phone
calls the night before the school budget vote on April 17. You can do this
from your home or from the phones at
the Coldwell Banker Westfield real
estate office. Please contact Lisa
Quackenbush, PTSO president, if you
are available at (908) 233-3274 or email to leelawalla@hotmail.com.

By Mary L. Snauffer
Editor’s Note: Mary Snauffer is
beginning a two-year assignment with
the Peace Corps in Thailand. She is
writing a first-hand account of her
experiences in this column for The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
*****
I am living in a rural village with a
host family in the northwest of Thailand for the next three months. The
first time I met my host family I
thought I was going to throw up I was
so nervous. My host father has two
teeth. My host mother is cross-eyed.
There was a translator at the hotel
where my host family picked me up.
The father told my translator I was
beautiful, white and nice smelling
and that they have a son who is my
age and not married and that the son
lives at home. I looked at the translator terrified then at my host father,
who was smiling ear to ear.
Suddenly, I was being whisked
away in the back of a pick-up truck. I
stared open mouthed at my translator
smiling and waving from the curb. I
thought I was going to die. Or be
married off to the son. Or sold into
human trafficking. Something. Anything. I thought it all as I bumped
along, going deeper and deeper into
the thick of it.
We arrived at the house and had
chicken blood soaked in gelatin for
dinner. With rice. I was shown the
basin of water where I was supposed
to bath. I bathed, awkwardly. Then I
was shown to my bed. I lay down and
waited for something horrible to happen. Nothing horrible happened.
It took about 12 hours for my nerves
to relax enough to assess the situation, my new family, objectively and
without discrimination. And this is
what I found: I am very lucky to be
living with them. They own next to
nothing yet they continually give. I
can’t figure how I deserve this. The
kindness. I haven’t a clue how to
return it. How to even begin.
I can barely speak Thai. I’m learning slowly. My host father loves to
teach me vocabulary and phrases for
hours. He is very patient. My host
mother brings out fruits. Sits with us
and laughs. They are not paid to host
me.
We garden in the mornings before

I bike to language class. My host
mother and I wait by the road with a
bowl of rice and half the day’s food to
give to the Buddhist monks. The
monks arrive around sunrise. They
walk slowly down the road in orange
robes. We give them our food. We
bow and are blessed. Or something. I
never really know what’s going on. I
try to catch the gist.
It seems to me that the hard and
simple truth about humanity is that
everyone is human. Again and again
we try to ignore this. Make it black
and white, good and bad. It would be
a piece of cake if it were that easy.
I wish I could pinpoint the moment
my host family turned from a stereotype, a pre-conceived notion, a rumor
to separate individuals. To humans. I
wish there was a formula for this.
How to turn a foreign face familiar.
How to make a distant country respected.
Maybe it begins by throwing up
your arms and resigning your fears
and getting into the back of that pickup truck. By going deeper and deeper
into the thick of it. Bumping up and
down the whole way. Crossing over
the borders that never really existed
in the first place.
Mary Lorraine Snauffer can be
contacted
by
e-mail
at
marylorraine.snauffer@gmail.com.

Registration Extended
For FYO Baseball
FANWOOD — Fanwood Youth
Organization Baseball registration has
been extended until February 24. FYO
baseball is available to the youth of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains in grades
K-8. The season will run from early
April through mid-June.
Tee-ball will be for those in kindergarten and Grade 1. Minor league
will be for those in Grades 2 and 3.
Major league will be for those in
Grades 4 and 5. Senior league will be
for those in Grades 6, 7 and 8.
All leagues will teach the fundamentals of baseball in a relaxed, fun
atmosphere.
Registration forms are available at
Fanwood Police Headquarters and
Fanwood Public Library.
For more information on FYO
Baseball, please call Rob Burke at
(908) 889-7198.

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for
Pain Management

What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Virtual surgery that can treat even
inoperable tumors.

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor. Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body. And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time. Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED
AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS
• HEADACHES
• NECK PAIN
• LOW BACK PAIN
• ARTHRITIS
• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER
• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

For more information call 1-800-247-9580
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

865 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside

908-789-9339
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Rake and Hoe Members
Participate in State Show

Miss Allison A. Stamberger and Michael G. Bennett

Miss Allison A. Stamberger
To Wed Michael G. Bennett
G. Richard Stamberger and Mrs.
Kathleen Stamberger, both formerly
of Westfield, have announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss

Cohens Welcome
Daughter, Avery
Dr. Steven and Kate Cohen of Short
Hills have announced the birth of their
daughter, Avery Grace Cohen, on Tuesday, January 31, at 3:30 p.m. at Saint
Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston.
Avery weighed 7 pounds and 2
ounces and measured 19 inches in
length at birth.
She joins her sisters Emily Sarah,
age six, and Alexis Paige, age four.
The baby’s maternal grandmother is
Priscilla Alexander of New York City.
Her paternal grandparents are the
Honorable Carol Cohen of Westfield
and Dr. Burton Cohen of Scotch Plains.
Avery’s great-grandmothers are
Sylvia Indursky of Inverrary, Fla. and
Cecelia Cohen of Englishtown.

Allison Ann Stamberger of Cranford,
to Michael George Bennett of Jupiter, Fla. He is the son of Mrs. Joan
Bennett of Jordan, N.Y. and Donald
Bennett of Skaneateles, N.Y. Miss
Stamberger is the granddaughter of
Mrs. Mildred Hritz of Fords.
The bride-elect graduated from
Westfield High School in 1993. She
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Sociology from the University of Arizona in Tucson in 1997. Miss
Stamberger is an Associate Director
of Institutional Business Development
at MacKay Shields, an investment
management firm in New York City.
Her fiancé, a partner with PlummerBennett Golf Productions, is a golf
instructor for many well-known PGA
Tour players, as well as a number of
amateur golfers. Additionally, the
future bridegroom is a golf instructor
with Discovery Land Company, a real
estate development firm that specializes in the design of world-class golf
and residential communities.
A July 2006 wedding is planned.

25th Anniversary Sale

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield are among the participants
in this year’s State Flower Show, to
be hosted by the Garden Club of New
Jersey today through Sunday, February 16 to 19, at the New Jersey Convention and Expo Center in Edison.
Helen Luecke and Erica Fried, both
Master Gardeners, are entering designs for the show. Additionally, they
are judging and coordinating horticulture entries, respectively, at the event.
Horticulture specimens featured at
the show will include forced bulbs for
a touch of spring, along with flowering plants, dish gardens and succulents. More than 60 floral designs
will be on view, including all fresh
flowers, dried flower arrangements,
miniatures and table arrangements.
In addition to horticulture and floral designs, the show will feature an
educational display by Dr. Inge
Bossert of the evolution of plants.
Mrs. Luecke, a Westfield artist, also
will judge the garden photography
exhibit entitled “While the Garden
Sleeps.” Barbara Mullin will coordinate the artistic crafts entries, including hat designs with dried flowers
and rocking horses enhanced with
flowers.
Alice Cowell has coordinated the
efforts of the Junior Rake and Hoe
members for the show. Their entries
include succulent dish gardens, flower
designs in a teacup, mosaics using
flowers and elfin hideaways. Kay
Cross, Master Judge from Rake and
Hoe, leads up the clerks assisting the
judges for the show, while many other
members are creating designs and/or

Chelsea Health Fair
To Offer Screenings
FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood, located at 295 South Avenue in Fanwood, will host a health
fair on Thursday, February 23, from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the assisted living
facility.
Multiple health screenings will be
available to guests, performed by Premium Health Care. They will include
fall risk and balance (VNG) screening and testing, blood pressure, glucose, nerve conditions, cholesterol
and osteoporosis.
This event is open to the public with
no out of pocket cost, but those with
insurance are asked to bring their card.
Registration is not required but would
be appreciated and may be done by
calling The Chelsea at (908) 654-5200.

assisting in the show effort.
The show will be open to the public
from 1 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
February 16. Show hours will be 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,
February 17 and 18, and 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. for the final day, Sunday, February 19. For more information about the
show, please visit www.macevents.com.
To become a member of Rake and Hoe,
please call Pam Kolb at (908) 9280246.

Locations Announced
For Tax Assistance
SCOTCH PLAINS – Federal and
state Income Tax forms will be prepared free of charge for senior citizens, disabled and low income individuals at several area locations from
February through April by appointment. The locations are as follows:
Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue in Scotch Plains, (908)
322-5007.
St. Helen’s Parish Center, 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield, (908)
232-1867.
Westfield Community Center, 558
West Broad Street in Westfield, (908)
232-4759.
A New Jersey Tax Form must be
filed for a Homestead or Tenant rebate, even if a person has no taxable
income.

Winter Guard to Give
Performance For Club
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Winter
Guard of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Drill Team will perform
“Insomnia” at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains College Club’s next meeting
on Monday, February 27.
The performance will take place in
the high school’s new gymnasium
immediately following the meeting,
which will start at 7:30 p.m. Guests
are asked to enter at the main side
entrance of the high school. The gym
is straight ahead from the entrance
hall on the right. The public is welcome.
“The drill team has been working
hard to put this Insomnia show together,” said club Program Chairwoman Carolyn Dittus. “It certainly
promises to be an exciting evening.”
The College Club of FanwoodScotch Plains awards scholarships to
young women in high school and
college. For more information about
the event, please call Ms. Dittus at
(908) 233-2948.
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Miss Sandra Mammano and Anderson Linder

Miss Sandra Mammano
To Marry Anderson Linder
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Mammano of
Brick have announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss Sandra
Mammano, to Anderson Alley Linder
of Clemson, S.C. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Virgil Linder of Columbia,
S.C.
The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1997. She
then earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree in Dance from Montclair State
University and a Master of Arts degree
in Elementary Education from Georgian Court University in Lakewood.

Tables Are Still Available
For St. Helen’s Craft Show
WESTFIELD – A limited number
of craft vendor tables are still available for the Spring Craft Show at
Saint Helen’s Parish Center, located
at 1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.
The parish’s Youth Ministry Program will sponsor the event to support the “Adopt-A-Family” project
that is providing housing for a family
from Poland with three children while
the youngsters attend the Juilliard
School of Music on scholarships.
The show will be open to the public
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Saturday,
March 11, and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Sunday, March 12.
Vendors will offer a variety of seasonal, decorative and useful
handcrafted items for sale, among
them wooden cutting boards and

AND OFTEN EXCEED .* #ORE
#URRICULUM #ONTENT 3TANDARDS

Attorney At Law

,ARGE WELL EQUIPPED
AIR CONDITIONED CLASSROOMS

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW
DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION

#OMPUTER LAB  RESOURCE ROOM
AVAILABLE

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450

732.462.3898

"EFORE  AFTER SCHOOL CARE FOR
BUSY FAMILIES
&ACULTY AND STAFF ARE VERY ACCESSIBLE
3PANISH INSTRUCTION FROM AGE  SWIMMING CLASSES FOR 'RADES  

24 Prospect Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

! SAFE ENVIRONMENT PHYSICALLY EMOTIONALLY AND SOCIALLY
#HRISTIAN VALUES ARE TAUGHT AND CAUGHT

908.232.2122

www.bellini.com

S H I F M A N

M AT T R E S S

boxes; ceramic rabbits and spring
wreaths; handmade beaded and semiprecious stone jewelry; painted glass
and gourds; hand-knitted scarves,
sweaters and baby blankets; potpourri; original art prints; handmade
rosary beads; painted birdhouses and
keepsake boxes; lighted wine bottles
and tin wall baskets.
A $1 donation at the door will be
requested for adults, which will include admission and a special door
prize drawing. Members of the youth
ministry will sponsor a baked goods
sale and refreshments will be sold
throughout the event.
Vendors selling handcrafted items
who are interested in securing table
space are asked to call (908) 2092011.

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.

3MALL NURTURING CLASSES
!CADEMIC STANDARDS FOLLOW

Visit us and discover why families trust us and our
products for their first child to their last.

Miss Mammano is pursuing a Doctorate in Curriculum and Instruction
from Clemson University in Clemson,
S.C.
The future bridegroom, a 1996
graduate of Irmo High School in Columbia, S.C., received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Construction Science and Management from Clemson
University. He is employed as a project
engineer for the Manhattan Construction Company in Greenville, S.C.
The couple will be married in June
in Point Pleasant Beach, N.J. and will
reside in Clemson, S.C.

fax: 908.232.4351

S A L E

5 DAYS TO SAVE!
SAVE
UP
TO
50%
ON HANDCRAFTED SHIFMAN MATTRESSES
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 10%
ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES.

Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.
Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us.

5 DAYS ONLY. COME IN FOR TREMENDOUS SAVINGS ON SHIFMAN MATTRESSES. PLUS
AN ADDITIONAL 10% ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES. SHIFMAN IS THE ULTIMATE
IN HANDCRAFTED QUALITY, COMFORT, AND DURABILITY. SO IF YOU'VE BEEN THINKING
OF PURCHASING A MATTRESS, NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT. DON'T HESITATE.
CRYSTAL
Sugg.
TWIN EA. PC. 360
FULL EA. PC. 490
QUEEN SET
1120
KING SET
1740

Sale Extra 10%
$179
$199
$215
$299
$539
$599
$899
$999

JADE
Sugg. Sale Extra 10%
$269 $242
TWIN EA. PC. 490
$339 $305
620
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET 1470 $799 $719
2190 $1199 $1079
KING SET

At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never
need to contend with Mother Nature.
They have our professional, caring staff with
them—along with friends, great dining,
activities, even a full service beauty/barber
shop on-site.
Before the next storm hits, ﬁnd out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety
of living arrangements, personalized
assistance and care, amenities and services,

delicious meals, stimulating activities,
and scheduled group outings. Our residentcentered approach to senior living puts
residents ﬁrst, giving them options to meet
their individual needs and wishes.
Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living
community to see what we do to make
our communities into places seniors
can call home.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

- ADDITIONAL STYLES STARTING AT $129. EA. PC. -

5 DAYS ONLY • SALE ENDS MONDAY 2/20

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908)756-7623
Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

908-654-4460
908-317-3030

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
AL, ALZ
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Clergy Unite to Present
Perspectives on Peace

Maurice Blackmon Is Named
2006 Hardy Award Winner

By THE REV. ANDREW HAMERSLEY

WESTFIELD – The First Congre- organization’s goal of tolerance and
gational Church of Westfield has respect for all individuals.
named Maurice Blackmon, a senior
Additionally, Maurice is a member
at Westfield High School, as the win- of the National Society of High School
ner of this year’s Marc Wesley Hardy Scholars and is listed in Who’s Who
Human Rights Award.
Among American High School StuThe award is given annually to a dents. He directs one of the choirs at
young person who has dishis church and has
tinguished himself or herbeen involved in
self in the area of human
several Westfield
rights.
High School musiMaurice was recognized
cal productions.
for his outstanding leaderMaurice hopes to
ship qualities and his emattend Temple Unipathy with and acceptance
versity in Philadelof people with differing
phia and major in
abilities and lifestyles. He
psychology.
has worked at the Westfield
The Marc Hardy
Area “Y” as a camp counHuman Rights
selor, where he helped
Award was created
campers and staff alike
in memory of Marc
build understanding and acMaurice Blackmon
Hardy, a member of
ceptance of people with dethe First Congregavelopmental disabilities.
tional Church and a talented student.
At Westfield High School, Maurice He died in an automobile accident in
is involved in various programs geared his senior year at Westfield High
towards improving human relations. School in 1990. The award was estabHe is active in the Gay Straight Alli- lished because of his dedication and
ance (GSA) because he supports the commitment to human rights.

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS…Many local students gave of their time over the
holiday break to volunteer for Mobile Meals of Westfield. Pictured are several
student volunteers assisting Mobile Meals’ cook Margaret Cox, center, prepare
and pack meals for delivery.

Mobile Meals of Westfield
Seeks Additional Volunteers
WESTFIELD – Mobile Meals of
Westfield has launched an appeal for
volunteers to help the organization
prepare, package and deliver nutritious meals to ill, elderly and handicapped clients in the Westfield area.
The group was assisted in its efforts
this past holiday season by many young
people who gave up their vacation
time to volunteer. Mobile Meals has
expressed its appreciation to the following student and parent volunteers
for their hard work and dedication:
Emily Lubin, Jake Lang, Mrs. Lang,
Aimie Schaefer, Chelsea Moxley, Evan
Eisenberg, Lauren Eisenberg, Lisa
Eisenberg, Garth Sandiford, Mike
Sandiford, Morgan Sandiford, Rob
Costelo, Lindsay Tishberg, Renee
Feldman, Samantha McCarthy, Elizabeth Shannon, Kristen Koepfler, David
Warner, Maresa Hughes, Arielle
Wegbrite, Taylor Manetti, Kim Berke,
Sara Birkenthal, Chris Shearer and

Social Justice Committee
To Show Film Tomorrow
AREA – The Social Justice Committee of the First Unitarian Society of Plainfield has invited the public to the latest offering in its Third

Willow Grove Church
Continues Bible Study
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will continue its Bible study series on the
book of Ephesians next week. Individuals may attend on Wednesday,
February 22, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. or
Thursday, February 23, from 9:30 to
11 a.m.
The Reverend Diane Curtis, Interim Pastor, will lead the discussion, beginning with Ephesians 2:122. It will focus on how and why
people have been saved despite their
transgressions. Participants will then
go on to study “Oneness in Christ.”
This Bible study will run every
Wednesday and Thursday through
March 29 and 30. Babysitting is
available in the Children’s Ark if
requested in advance. Individuals are
asked to indicate the ages of the
children so appropriate activities may
be planned.
The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. Anyone interested in attending the workshop is asked to call the church office during morning hours, Monday
through Friday, at (908) 232-5678,
e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.
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Friday Film Series, entitled The
Fourth World War.
The First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield includes members from
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The film will be shown
tomorrow, Friday, February 17, at
7:30 p.m. at the church, located at
724 Park Avenue in Plainfield, just
off of Seventh Street. A potluck
supper will precede the film at 7
p.m. and a discussion will follow it.
A documentary made by activist
filmmakers Richard Rowley and
Jacqueline Sooher, The Fourth
World War uses footage shot in
Mexico, South America, Korea,
Palestine, Argentina and Iraq to tell
the story of people fighting for their
own freedom and survival against
what is described as a “spreading
global empire.”
The purpose of the film series is
to bring interested people together
to learn about key issues of social
and political justice facing America,
to meet one another and to share
ideas for helping to address these
issues.
Admission to the film series is
free, but donations will be accepted.
Childcare will be provided. For
more information, please call (908)
754-9111.
Upcoming films include Howard
Zinn’s You Can’t Be Neutral On A
Moving Train on March 17 and
Michael Moore’s Fahrenheit 9/11
on April 21.

Recreation Dept. Plans
March Museum Trip
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Recreation Department will sponsor a trip to the American Museum of Natural History on
Thursday, March 9. An air-conditioned charter bus will leave from
the Mountainside Gospel Chapel at
9 a.m. and return around 4 p.m.
Several ticket options are available, including $25 ($22/senior citizen) for the bus and general admission to the museum and Rose Center
for Earth and Science, and $38 ($34/
senior citizen) for the bus and general admission to the museum, the
Rose Center, the Butterfly Conservatory exhibition and a ticket to the
Space Show. The cost of the trip for
museum members is $13. Tickets
may be purchased at the Recreation
Office. Space is limited. For more
details, please call (908) 232-0015.

Stephen Koepfler.
These volunteers got up early, reported to work at 8:30 a.m. and stayed
until 11 a.m. Everyone pitched in to
make the desserts, prepare sandwiches,
wrap the bread and pack the lunches.
They also filled the hot food containers and packed meals for delivery.
More than 425 meals were prepared
and delivered by these volunteers over
a five-day period.
Mobile Meals is always in need of
volunteers to pack or deliver meals in
Westfield and the surrounding communities. To learn about volunteer opportunities at Mobile Meals, please
call (908) 233-6146 or e-mail
MobileMealsWestfield@hotmail.com.

Single Parents Invited
To Sun Tavern Event
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will offer an event for divorced
or single parents on Friday, February
24, at the Sun Tavern in Fanwood.
Participants will meet at 7:30 p.m. for
adult conversation at this sportsthemed restaurant. Attendees should
ask for the “Y” group.
Those interested may go out afterwards for bowling or dancing. Responses are required and may be given
by contacting Jill Brown at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 415, or via
e-mail at jill.brown1@comcast.net.

A couple of weeks ago, I heard one of
the many unsolicited voice mails I get
at my office. This one sounded different. It was from a woman (she sounded
lively and pleasant) who was wondering if I would like to join some clergy
colleagues for a meeting to share some
new initiatives for achieving peace
between Israel and the Palestinians.
I am often reluctant to get into the
political end of things – not because I
am not passionate about them but frequently because my passions overcome
my civility! Nevertheless, because I, as
so many others, have despaired of the
seeming intractability of the problems
in the Holy Land, I decided to go see
what new idea might be proposed.
My first problem was that I was
late. I am rarely late. I have inherited
my Dutch grandfather’s genes favoring fanatic punctuality. If we have a
child coming in on the train, I am
there 15 minutes early. I call it “the
Van Kleeck edge.” My kids laugh at
me about this and a lot of other things.
Anyway, when I showed up at the
church where the meeting was to be
held, I wandered into a festive lunch
for senior citizens. Not wanting to
appear as if I did not know what I was
doing, I nearly picked up a plate thinking, “Well, it’s a pretty big group and
they are older than I was expecting,
but you never know!”
Shortly, reason got the better of me
and I inquired at the church office for

Newcomers Tea Set
For This Evening
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’Club will
hold its annual February Welcome Tea
at 8 p.m. tonight, Thursday, February
16, at a member’s home. New residents
and those who have been through a
recent lifestyle change such as a marriage, a new baby or change of employment are invited to attend.
During the Tea, current club members will highlight the year’s upcoming activities such as book discussions, playgroups, bunco, potluck
lunches, toddler programs and
scrapbooking. Anyone interested in
attending is asked to contact Lee
Robertson at (908) 889-7860 or
leesquaw13@yahoo.com.

the meeting on Mideast Peace. The
secretary kindly told me that they had
decided to meet over lunch nearby. I
was hungry; this was providential.
Sure enough, within minutes I was
crashing the meeting, as the ordering
of the food was already in progress. It
turned out that the convener, a feisty
and intelligent Jewish woman originally from California, and another
member of her temple, and two other
clergy and I began to edit one plan
and hatch another plan to create some
interfaith dialogue regarding traditions of peace from the Jewish, Muslim and Christian perspectives.
Our hope was to begin a process by
which the three faiths could influence moderation and civility in the
midst of disagreement. (As an Anglican living in the particular moment of
our history, this is a subject with
which I am all too familiar!)
So here is the deal. On Wednesday
evening, March 8, at 7:30 p.m., all
interested parties are welcome to attend a program with peace as its subject. Representative clergy of Jewish,
Muslim and Christian faiths will offer a teaching on peacemaking from
their traditions, both scriptural and
liturgical. There will be time for questions and comments and some light
refreshments (especially if I remember to get them lined up). It is taking
place at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
414 East Broad Street in our parish
hall. Don’t be late!!
*******
The Reverend Hamersley is Rector
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

St. Agnes to Present
Boardwalk Weekend
CLARK – St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church will host its annual Boardwalk Weekend Friday through Sunday, February 24 to 26, at the church,
located at 332 Madison Hill Road in
Clark. All are invited to attend this
free event, which will feature games
of chance, traditional “boardwalk
food” and a visit by the “Boardwalk
Clown” during special hours. The
event will be open from 6:30 to 10
p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 1 to
6 p.m. on Sunday.

Amestoi Txakoli $15.99
Made in the Basque country in the mountains of
far northern Spain, this refreshing white has a
hint of tingling sparkle to it. Filled with lime and
green apple, it has a hint of sweet that is balanced by crisp acidity.

Monarchia Takler Noir Gold
Reg Price $29.99 Sale Price $19.99
This is the reserve version of the popular
Kekfrankes from Hungary. Blackberry, chocolate,
cherry and tobacco notes in a long and elegant
wine. Surprising flavor and depth from a Hungarian wine you might over look.

I Belong to Cuts Women

Girardin Bourgogne Cuvee SaintVincent $18.99
The rich deep color and profound nose tell you
what good red Burgundy, good Pinot Noir can be
at a reasonable price. Nice balanced acidity working with red fruits and earth tones make this a great
and flexible food wine.

Your Favorite Wines
$8.99
Blackstone Merlot
$10.99
J Lohr Chardonnay
$12.99
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir $7.99
Hess Select Chardonnay
$9.99
$10.99
Toasted Head Chardonnay

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

* Initiation Fee waived with one-year membership. Offer expires February 28, 2006.
Must present ad to receive discount.

$34.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$14.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch

“The quality of the Cuts Women
30 Minute workout and
overall experience
is really unbelievable.

Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99
$51.99
$55.99
$29.99
$16.99

WINTER SPECIAL!

I have been to other women’s only
ﬁtness centers in the Westﬁeld area
and there is no comparison!”

%
10OFF

Dyanne Ferrara
Cuts Fitness for Women
509 Central Ave, Westﬁeld, NJ
(908) 389-1539

Problem: Time

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Gin

Join Now
and Save $100!*

Personal: Married, 3 children

$31.99
$34.99
$25.99
$18.99
$30.99
$23.99
$13.99
$14.99

www.cutsﬁtnessforwomen.com

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 02/22/06

Vasse Felix Margaret River Shiraz
$33.99
The fine tuned finesse of a great Bordeaux packed into the
opulent richness of fruit-forward western Australian Shiraz.
This is a bottle that tells you how really great Australian
wine can be. Currants, cherries, spice and an endless finish.

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99
$23.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99
$19.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$13.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

20
10

%
OFF
%
OFF

$17.99
$17.99
$15.99
$13.99
$18.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine
Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341
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Elizabeth Humiston, 73, Local Realtor;
Was Four-Letter High School Athlete
Elizabeth F. “Betty” Humiston, 73,
of Chadwick Beach, N.J. and
Springhill, Fla. died on Thursday,
February 9, in the hospice at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Raised in Rahway, she was a fourletter athlete at Rahway High School.
A former long-time resident of
Westfield, she maintained homes in
Kathryn MacFarlane, 98, of
Westfield died on Sunday, February
12, at the Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Clark.
Born in Bayonne, she was a resident of Westfield since 1963. Prior to
that, she lived in Staten Island, N.Y.
Ms. MacFarlane had been employed as an executive assistant with
Exxon in Linden for many years, retiring in 1963.
Surviving is a sister-in-law, Edna
MacFarlane of Howell.
A graveside service will be held at
11:30 a.m. today, Thursday, February
16, at St. Peter Cemetery in Staten
Island.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

both Chadwick Beach and Springhill
for many years.
Prior to retiring, Mrs. Humiston
had been a real estate agent in
Westfield for over 25 years. She first
was associated with Barrett & Crain
and then with Burgdorff Realtors.
She was a communicant of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.
Surviving are her husband, Richard Humiston; three daughters, Linda
Sawicki, Robin Humiston and Mary
Jean Vignali; four sons, Richard
Humiston, Robert Humiston, John
Humiston and David Humiston; two
sisters, Patricia Glogowski and
Cecilia Hunter, and 14 grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, February 13, at
St. Helen’s Church. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Overlook Hospital Hospice
Department, 33 Bleeker Street,
Millburn, N.J. 07041.

February 16, 2006

February 16, 2006

Kathryn MacFarlane, 98

Education News
WF Students Named
To Colby Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Kevin Hobson and
Margaret Smith were named to the Colby
College Dean’s List for the fall semester
of the 2005-2006 academic year.
Kevin, a sophomore, is the son of
Mark and Traecy Hobson of Westfield
and is majoring in international studies. He attended Westfield High School.
Margaret is the daughter of Edward
and Mary Smith of Westfield and is
majoring in history. She attended
Mount Saint Mary Academy.
To make the Dean’s List, Colby
requires a grade point average of at
least 3.2 for upperclassmen or at least
3.0 for first-year students

SP Students Named
Susquehanna Scholars
SCOTCH PLAINS – Three Scotch
Plains students who are attending
Susquehanna University were named
Dean’s List scholars, earned by maintaining a grade point average of 3.4 or
better. To be eligible, a student must
complete at least 12 semester hours.
Erin Breznitsky, a senior writing
major, is the daughter of Thomas and
Lynda Breznitsky. Allison Hessemer,
a senior elementary education major,
is the daughter of Philip and Roxanne
Hessemer, and Allyson Salisbury, a
sophomore environmental science
major, is the daughter of Brian and
Connie Salisbury.

Goldberger Named
To CMU Dean’s List
WESTFIELD - Erin Goldberger of
Westfield, a sophomore double majoring in professional writing and digital
imaging design, has been named to the
Dean’s List, with High Honors, for
academic achievement during the
2005-2006 fall semester at Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh Pa.
Students must attain at least a 3.75 to
achieve Dean’s List with High Honors. Erin, a 2004 graduate of WHS, is
the daughter of Joanne AccardiGoldberger and the Westfield Leader’s
film critic, Michael Goldberger.

Newark Academy Fall
Academic Honors
AREA – Newark Academy, located
in Livingston, announced the students
that earned honors for their academic
achievements during the fall 2005
term.
The following students earned distinction on the honors list, achieved
by students who earned grades of Bminus or above for each course taken:
Giulia Mercuri, eighth grade,
Scotch Plains; Emily Harris, eighth
grade, Westfield; Julianne Augustine, ninth grade, Westfield; Molly
Hudelson, ninth grade, Westfield;
Emily Bluck, 10th grade, Westfield;
Michael Forman, 10th grade,
Westfield; Anne Greenberg, 11th
grade, Westfield, and Nina Subhas,
11th grade, Westfield.

– Obituaries –
Eileen Hill, 84, Was Math Teacher;
Active With FUMC In Westfield
Eileen (Keiner) Hill, 84, of
Westfield, N.J., formerly of Du Quoin,
Ill., passed away at 7 p.m. on Friday,
February 10, 2006 at Overlook Hospital in Summit, N.J.
Eileen graduated from Du Quoin
High School and then from Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale. She
taught math at Du Quoin High School
for two years. Later in life, she worked
in retail and recently retired in 2003
from working at a dental office. She
was an active member of the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield, N.J.
She was born July 1, 1921 in Du
Quoin, the daughter of George and
Anna (Krone) Keiner.
She married Dr. Max W. Hill on
September 4, 1943 in Columbus,
Ohio, and he preceded her in death on
August 27, 1981.
She is lovingly survived by one
daughter, Rebecca J. Leonard and
husband Dr. Roger Leonard of
Potomac, Md.; one son-in-law, Arthur
Darnbrough of Worthington, Ohio,
and five grandchildren, Andrew
Darnbrough of Worthington, Ohio,
Matthew Darnbrough of Baltimore,
Md., Kirsten (Leonard) Hwang and
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Education News
Trimble Receives
Dean’s Award
WESTFIELD – Lizzie Trimble, the
daughter of Jim and Tucker Trimble
of Westfield, is a recipient of the
Dean’s Award for academic excellence during the fall 2005 semester at
Colgate University, where she is a
member of the Class of 2009. To be
eligible for the Dean’s Award, a
Colgate student must achieve a 3.30
or higher average, while carrying a
full course load of four courses per
semester.
A 2005 graduate of Westfield High
School, Lizzie is concentrating in
Math and Architecture at Colgate.

WHS Alum Earns
Colgate Dean’s Award
WESTFIELD – Megan Fowler, the
daughter of Karen and Tom Fowler, is
a recipient of the Dean’s Award for
academic excellence during the fall
semester at Colgate University, where
she is a member of the Class of 2009.
To be eligible for the Dean’s Award,
a Colgate student must achieve a 3.30
or higher average while carrying a
full course load of four courses per
semester. Megan is a 2005 graduate
of Westfield High School and is concentrating in biology at Colgate.

YOUNG ADULTS MEET AT LOCAL WATERING HOLE TO SHARE DRINKS, FOOD AND SOME
MEANINGFUL CONVERSATION
Theology-on-Tap Comes to Snuffy’s Pantagis Scotch Plains Thursday, February 23rd at 7:30pm
RENEW International’s Theology on Tap: A Discussion Series for Young Adults in Their 20s and 30s

Theology on Tap is a premier program for Young Adults and their friends, in their 20's and 30's, married
and single, to meet together at local bars, restaurants and parish halls to listen to a speaker, share
conversation and gain new insights into their Catholic faith.

What:

husband Dr. Steven Hwang of Boston,
Mass., Kara Leonard of Westfield, N.J.
and Alexis Leonard of Chicago, Ill.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, husband, one daughter, Karen
A. Darnbrough, two brothers,
Sylvester Keiner and Lawrence
Keiner, and one sister, Alvena Keiner.
Graveside services were held at
2:30 p.m. yesterday, Wednesday, February 15, 2006 at the Sunset Memorial Park in Du Quoin, Ill. Interment
took place in the Sunset Memorial
Park in Du Quoin, Ill.
Memorial services will be at 10
a.m. on Saturday, February 18, 2006
at the First United Methodist Church
in Westfield, with the Reverend Ed
Carll, the Reverend Dan Bottorff and
Norma Hockenjos officiating.
Friends may make memorials to
the Memorial Fund of the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, N.J.
The Searby Funeral Home in Du
Quoin is in charge of the arrangements.
For additional information or to sign
the memorial guest register, please
visit www.searbyfuneralhomes.com.

Topic: The Influence of Music and the Media on you !!!!
Michael Fusco will be our guest speaker for this evening. Michael is the Director of Youth
Ministry and Confirmation at St. Rose of Lima Church in Short Hills, he is also owner-operator
/ DJ of Summit Soundz. Michael will be speaking on “How are music choices affect us.”
Identifying who we are through music. He will also provide an insight to
Christian music. It promises to be an interactive and enlightening experience.

SP Students to Attend
Leadership Conference
SCOTCH PLAINS – This spring,
outstanding eighth- and ninth-grade
students from across New Jersey will
take part in a leadership development
program in Princeton. Themed “Courageous Leadership,” the National
Young Leaders State Conference
(NYLSC) helps attendees take an
assessment of their leadership skills
and abilities.
Two Scotch Plains residents, Jeremy Busch and Patrick Clancy, will
attend the conference.
Jeremy, an eighth-grade student at
Terrill Middle School in Scotch
Plains, will be among the attendees
next week. His sixth-grade science
teacher, Ginny Conway, recommended him for the conference.
Patrick is a freshman at Seton Hall
Preparatory School (SHP) in West
Orange. He is a member of the SHP
freshman soccer team, Ski/
Snowboard Club and was awarded
first honors for academic achievements during his first trimester.
His former eighth grade math
teacher, Mrs. Christiano at Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains, nominated Patrick for this leadership seminar. He currently resides in Scotch
Plains with his parents, Pat and Carol
Clancy, and younger brother, David.
Throughout the four-day program,
participants will build a working
“toolkit” of strategies to help them
successfully dream, create and implement plans that will change how they
view their role as leaders in their
communities.

Thursday, February 23, 7:30 p.m.

Where:

Snuffy’s Pantagis Restaurant
Corner of Park and Mountain Ave.
Scotch Plains. (also located off 22 east)

Cost:

$10 (includes buffet dinner) $1.50 Drafts, no reservation required

Marian J. Cory, 103, a former
Westfield resident, died on Monday,
February 13, at the Harrogate Nursing Home in Lakewood.
Born in North Plainfield, she had
resided in Westfield for many years
before moving to Lakewood in 1988.
A homemaker, Mrs. Cory also was
a member of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield, the Westfield Historical
Society, the American Red Cross and
the Woman’s Club of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. She additionally was one of the oldest members of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, having been a congregant
there for 85 years.
She was predeceased by her husband, Harrison Cory, and a daughter,
Jeanne Mayer.
Surviving are a son, Richard H.
Cory of North Fort Myers, Fla.; a
sister, Carolyn Wallace of Colorado
Springs, Colo.; six grandchildren and
11 great-grandchildren.
Private services were held under the
direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703
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Dorothy Worth, 88
Dorothy Worth, 88, of Fanwood
died on Sunday, February 5, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Born in Jersey City, she lived in
Fanwood for many years.
Mrs. Worth had been employed
for more than 25 years as the Court
Clerk in the Town of Westfield before retiring.
She was a member of the Plainfield
Women’s Club and the Professional
Women’s Club in Westfield.
She was predeceased by her husband, Richard Worth, in 1957.
Surviving is a sister, Betty Landry.
Private services were held under
the direction of the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
February 16, 2006

Education News
Nominations Welcomed for
Annual Philhower Award
WESTFIELD – The 14th annual
Charles Philhower Fellowship award
to elementary teachers will honor a
Special Area elementary teacher this
year. Teachers in the Special Areas
include: Basic Skills, Foreign Language, Fine Arts, Gifted and Talented,
Physical Education, Special Education and Counseling.
The teacher must be a full-time
faculty member in Westfield for a
minimum of five years. The fellowship recipient will be honored at a
Rotary luncheon and will receive a
grant to further professional growth
or to enhance classroom activities for
students.
Nancy Jackson, president of the
Westfield Rotary Club, announced
March 10 is the deadline for nominations for the award. Letters of nomination are invited from interested citizens and Westfield public school staff
members and should be addressed to:
Charles Philhower Fellowship Committee of the Westfield Rotary Club,
c/o Office of the Superintendent of
Schools, 302 Elm Street, Westfield.
The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to recognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor

Westfield Rotarian and School Superintendent Charles Philhower. Mr.
Philhower, who died in 1962, was
supervising principal (superintendent) of Westfield Public Schools for
30 years - from 1917 to 1947 - and
was president of the Westfield Rotary
Club in 1929-1930. As Rotary president, he instituted the club’s annual
scholarship awards to graduating
Westfield students.
Members of the Selection Committee will include two Rotarians,
two elementary school principals and
the immediate past Philhower fellow,
Mary Dura, a first grade teacher at
Wilson Elementary School.

SP’s Altman Achieves
Dean’s List Status
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jonathan
Altman, a member of the 2005 class
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, achieved Dean’s List status
at Wake Forest University for the fall
2005 semester. Jonathan is the son of
Bonnie and David Altman of Scotch
Plains.
Students who achieve a 3.0 or
higher grade point average are named
to the list.

DOUBLE DRAGON…Franklin Elementary School first graders participated in
a dragon parade throughout the school as part of their Chinese New Year
celebration. Pictured, from left to right, are: Patrick Meng, Jack Neiswenter,
Abby Moeckler, Emily Beattie, Renee Dorwart, Drew Boley and Jack Miller.
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Tim Doerr
Sally Bauer Doerr
Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

SP’s Sensor Named
To Dean’s List

Annual Roundtable
Scheduled for Feb. 16

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ted Sensor of Scotch Plains has been
named to the Wake Forest University Dean’s List for the fall 2005
semester. Students who achieve a
3.0 or higher grade point average
were named to the list.
Ted is a 2004 graduate of Scotch
Plains- Fanwood High School. He
is the son of Tim Sensor and Connie
Sobon Sensor of Scotch Plains.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents
are invited to attend the annual
roundtable discussion tonight, Thursday, February 16, between the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Council. Less formal than a traditional board
of education meeting, this forum offers an opportunity for the public to
ask questions and to learn more about
current topics of interest in the school
district.
The discussion will be held at 7:30
p.m. in the media center at Park Middle
School, located on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For more information,
contact PTA Council Vice President
Amy Carow at (908) 889-4918.

Prayer to St. Jude

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

Memorial donations may be made
to either The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield or to the Toms River Presbyterian Church.

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 233-2350

(established 1939)

Contact:
Fr. John Paladino St.Bartholomew Church 908-322-8038 Ext.114 or
Bill Marian- 908-322-8038.
contact@stbartholomewchurch.org/tot.htm or www.stbartholomewchurch.org

Marian J. Cory, 103, Had Been Active
In Various Westfield Organizations

MASTER
MEMORIALS

Designer • Builders of fine
When:
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Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patronage in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance. Help me
in my urgent position. In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked. Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias. St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Publication must be
promised. This novena has never
been known to fail. SKG and JVC

WF Students Complete
UD Requirements
WESTFIELD –Westfield’s Andrew
Baum, Bachelor of Arts, Brian Flynn,
Bachelor of Science, and Bryan
Schneider, Master of Business Administration, completed their University of
Delaware degree requirements in August and December 2005. Although
winter commencement takes place on
January 7, the latest graduates are officially members of the Class of 2005.

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com
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Sixth Grade Science Teachers, Edison Intermediate School

We are thrilled that middle school
students are fascinated by wild birds
– those appealing bits of nature visible every day in our own New Jersey
backyards.
The idea for a birdwatchers’ club at
Edison Intermediate School began
last summer during a trip to Hog
Island Audubon Camp in Maine
where we participated in a course for
science teachers sponsored by the
Maine Audubon Society and supported by the Westfield Board of Education as part of the staff development program. One of the many things
that made this an extraordinary experience was the opportunity to observe
birds and other wildlife in their native
habitat.
When the school year began and
the new sixth graders came into our
science room, they were immediately
fascinated with the birds who were
regular visitors to the feeders set up
outside our classroom windows. As
the year went on, they were full of
questions, and as their interest and
enthusiasm grew, the Edison Backyard Bird Club was born.
The first meeting in November 2005
was attended by a group of 20 students with two things in common – a
love of birds and a desire to know
more about these fascinating and
beautiful creatures. Students and
teachers have joined together to provide opportunities for observing,
learning about and understanding wild
birds and their habitats.
One of the most exciting aspects of
the Backyard Birdwatchers meetings
is learning how to identify common
wild birds of New Jersey. Students
are amazed at how accurately they
can identify specific birds visiting
the feeders at school and in their own
backyards and neighborhoods. They
learn that it’s just like getting to know
your human neighbors.
First, members learned to identify
common songbirds – warblers,
chickadees, finches, sparrows – whose
members all share certain similarities. As their observation skills grew,
they became familiar with the field
marks – colored or patterned areas on
the bird’s body, head and wings – that
help distinguish species.
But the Backyard Birdwatchers’
Club meetings aren’t just about identifying species of birds. One of our
meetings was devoted to learning
about feeding wild birds and making
treats to attract even more visitors to
our feeders. Students brought popcorn, dried fruit, pinecones, healthy
cereals, seed and bird suet as well as

cookie cutters (bird-shaped of course)
to make the treats.
For another meeting students and
teachers made a field trip to Wild
Birds Unlimited in Scotch Plains, and
members were recently visited by an
ornithologist from the Raptor Trust
who brought a live owl and led discussions about birds of prey.
The club has a formal meeting once
a month, but student members visit
the classroom after school regularly
to observe the birds and work on
identification. Many of the students
come in several times a week.
If you would like to learn more
about our club and see photos of
some of our meetings, just go to the
Edison Intermediate School website,
www.westfieldnjk12.org/edison and
click on the yellow Backyard
Birdwatchers Club button.
Currently, Edison offers 22 clubs
that are run by staff members on a
volunteer basis. The clubs are held after
school and participated in by approximately 350 students. Most of the groups
do not charge dues. The clubs support
themselves by running small
fundraisers. For example, at Halloween, the Art Club paints pumpkins and
sells them to interested staff and students. Funds for the club program as a
whole are also generated through several of the school’s bigger events.
Last year’s Edison carnival, for
example, made a substantial profit
that went into the school’s club account. Donations and/or sponsors are
always welcomed as well. Other cocurricular activities, including
intramurals, the musical, the fall
drama, and the yearbook are led by
advisors who receive a stipend. More
than 200 students engage in these
activities at Edison.

Area Residents Named
To Rider Dean’s List
AREA – Rider University’s colleges of Business Administration,
Continuing Studies, Liberal Arts, Education and Sciences have announced
the names of undergraduate students
who have been placed on the Dean’s
List for the fall 2005 semester:
Area Dean’s List students include:
Leah Kaplow, a senior from Westfield
majoring in Elementary Education
and Pscyhology; Laura Mortkowitz,
a sophomore from Scotch Plains
majoring in English; Kimberly
Pudlak, a junior from Scotch Plains
majoring in Elementary Education
and Psychology; Michael Toffolo, a
junior from Scotch Plains majoring
in Business Administration and Lee
Tomasso, a sophomore from
Westfield, majoring in Management.

The weekly column written by local high school students

International Involvement
Needed In Darfur Region
By KATE MCGEE
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

MEXICAN HAT DANCE…Kindergarteners from Woodrow Wilson Elementary School in Westfield participate in a Mexican hat dance during a fiesta they
organized. The children entertained guests with singing, dancing, a game and a
speech. Pictured are students from Maryann Sepe’s morning class.

AUTHOR DAY…From left to right, Tyler Debbie, Una Heinzerling, Siniah
Wallace and Ming Bauer meet with children’s book author Louise Borden,
center.

Children’s Book Author
Visits McKinley School
WESTFIELD –Children’s book
author Louise Borden visited with
the students at McKinley Elementary
School recently and shared with them
stories of her life as a writer. Ms.
Borden spent the entire day at
McKinley, greeting each age group
in the school’s performing arts center
and entertaining them with stories,
relating her writing experience as
being similar to their own experiences just starting out as young authors.
Ms. Borden brought slides to share
that involved a trip she took to Europe
to research her book: “The Journey
That Saved Curious George: The True
Wartime Escape of Margret and H.A.
Rey.” In this non-fiction book, Ms.
Borden tells the story of how the
children’s book’s authors escaped a
very dangerous Nazi occupation of
France by traveling to Spain on bicycles from Paris. They were not able
to take many belongings but the manu-

script for the “Curious George” book
made it into their backpack.
Ms. Borden is the author of many
picture books, and she has also written historical fiction about such subjects as the American Revolution and
World War II. She has written several
picture book-biographies, including
“Fly High! The Story of Bessie
Coleman,” which she wrote with Mary
Kay Kroeger, and “Sea Clocks: The
Story of Longitude.”
In 2000, her book “Good Luck,
Mrs. K,” a school story about a thirdgrade class and its teacher, won a
Christopher Award.
Ms. Borden was more than eager to
share with the children at McKinley.
She frequently visits schools to speak
about her writing, visiting more than
500 schools across the country.
Later in the day, Ms. Borden spent
time autographing copies of her books
for the McKinley students to conclude the school’s “Author Day.”

SAT WRITING TUTOR

In 1994, the African country of
Rwanda faced vicious attacks, which
killed 800,000 people in a matter of
100 days. No one did anything to stop
it. For over three years, something
quite similar is happening again in
the Sudan.
Many factors have contributed to
the continuous fighting that has killed
400,000 people and displaced 2.5
million as reported by savedarfur.org.
In February 2003, fighting erupted in
the Western Sudan region of Darfur,
where two rebel groups, the Sudan
Liberation Movement/Army and the
Justice and Equality Movement, began attacking military posts, declaring they were ignoring the rights of
their people.
Conflicts have also continued between the two largest races in Darfur:
the Arabs (who are nomadic herders)
and Africans (who are sedentary farmers). The groups have continuously
argued over land and livestock, but
the recent drought has made land and
water scarce, increasing the tension
between the two.
The continuous rebellions in the
area forced the government, based in
the Sudan capital, Khartoum, to intervene by initiating the “Janjaweed,”
or “evil men on horseback.” The job
of the Janjaweed (Arab soldiers
equipped with arms from the government) is to end the rebellions in the
Darfur region. However, these militiamen have begun to target the African civilians who could become possible rebels, initiating an ethnic
cleansing that has said to be currently, “the worst humanitarian disaster on the planet,” as reported by
Foreign Affairs Journal.
Time magazine wrote, “Survivors,
aid workers, the U.S. government and
human-rights activists say the
Janjaweed often work closely with
Sudan’s regular security forces, attacking alongside government troops

in military vehicles or relying on air
support in the for of bombers or helicopter gunships.”
The Janjaweed continue to rampage villages, killing the men, raping
and capturing the women and children, and leaving them homeless and
hungry. Over 3.5 million people have
gone hungry, and the numbers continue to rise. Many travel to camps in
nearby towns for safety, but these
camps do not have enough food and
water to help all the people.
The conditions are unsanitary, but
it is unsafe to leave these camps because the Janjaweed, who guard the
surrounding area, are killing anyone
who tries to look for food or other
supplies. The situation seems hopeless, and although the government
and rebel groups signed an armistice
in April 2004, the fighting has not
stopped, and the deaths continue.
The people of Darfur have looked
to the rest of the world to help resolve
the issue, but as Foreign Affairs Journal also reported, “Public debate in
the United States and Europe has
focused less on the violence itself
than on what to call it—in particular,
whether the term “genocide” applies.
In early 2005, the UN Commission
stated that the crimes did not constitute as genocide, and should therefore be sent to the International Criminal Court, while the United States has
urged for more severe action.
Yet some argue that calling the
Darfur situation genocide will increase
international involvement in the crisis, ensuring that the mistakes made in
the Rwanda crisis are not repeated.
However, many countries refuse to
label the situation as genocide, and the
Janjaweed, malnutrition, disease or
unsanitary conditions are killing more
and more African civilians. When will
we start to help? More information
about the conflict can be found at
www.savedarfur.org.
Kate, from Cranford, is a Junior at
Mount Saint Mary Academy.

Westfield
Pediatric
Dental Group
D e n t i s t r y fo r I n f a n t s , C h i l d r e n,
Adolescents and Special Needs

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.

Scheduling Now For The April 1st Exam

Board Certified, NJ Specialty License #3983

Emphasis on Writing the Essay Under Pressure
Crash Course for SAT Verbal
One-On-One Instruction

Philip P. Graye, Jr., D.D.S.
NJ Specialty License #2487

Amith Majumdar, D.M.D.

College Professor of English Composition • Certified by College Board

5 Sessions - $300.00

NJ Specialty License #5678

LEWIS SEAGULL 908-928-9386

Our newly renovated office features:

DEEGAN

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ROOFING

C O M P A N Y
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THE STUDENT VIEW

EIS Students Flock
To Bird Watching Club
By BARBARA LEPARULO
& TERI SQUILLACE

Thursday, February 16, 2006

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Game Room • Fish Tank • Reading Room • TV’s

New Patients Welcome
We are available for class trips
555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com • 908-232-1231

GERALD JAY RESNICK

908-322-6405

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

JONATHAN I. NIRENBERG

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

&

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

STEVEN SIEGLER

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

(FORMER PARTNERS OF DEUTSCH RESNICK PA)

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to host a

HEALTH FAIR
Presented by Premium Medical Care.
There will be no out of pocket expense for you,
but be sure and bring your insurance information with you.
The following screenings will be offered:
• Fall Risk & Balance Screening
• Glucose Screening
• Cholesterol & Stroke Screening

• Blood Pressure Screening
• Nerve Conditions Screening
• Osteoporosis Screening

When:

Thursday, February 23, 2006
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
Where: The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue • Fanwood, NJ 07023
RSVP: 908-654-5200
Open to the Public.
Please join us for this informative program. Everyone is welcomed!

ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE
FORMATION OF A NEW LAW FIRM
CONCENTRATING IN EMPLOYMENT LAW

RESNICK NIRENBERG & SIEGLER
A Partnership of Professional Corporations
101 Eisenhower Parkway, Suite 300
Roseland, New Jersey 07068
(973) 795-1240 (Tel)
(973) 795-1242 (Fax)
Park 80 Plaza West, Plaza II-Suite 200
Saddle Brook, New Jersey 07663
Tel.201-291-2872
Fax.201-368-1944

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

300 Park Avenue-17th Floor
New York, New York 10022
Tel.212-572-6446
Fax. 212-572-6499

rns@njemploymentlawfirm.com
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VENEZIA SINKS 22 POINTS, DOUGHER TOSSES IN 12

Hot Blue Devil Boys Crunch
Raider Basketballers, 67-38
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive and defensive dominance
belonged to the Blue Devils in their
67-38 victory over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team on February 9. Blue
Devil guard Mike Venezia torched
the net with 22 points – 4-for-4 from
the free throw line. Venezia this season is 68-for-83 (81.9 percent) from
the stripe.
Blue Devil forward Josh Gerckens
got the job done both offensively and
defensively as he tossed in 12 points
and ruled the boards with 10 rebounds.
Terron Rogers and Dan Pritsker each
rolled in 10 points and were effective
under the boards. Point guard Tom
Bonard hit two 3-pointers and finished with six points.

Raider guard Bryan Dougher
poured in 14 points, including three
3-pointers, and had three assists and
one steal. Rob Lewis accounted for
nine points, two assists and one steal.
Forward Sean Young added six points
and five rebounds.
“We’re in one of those situations
where we’re getting some revenge
from our earlier losses in the season.
A huge Shabazz loss, a 64-62 loss to
Scotch Plains on January 3, so I challenged our guys about being able to
exact some revenge and they did a
good job at that today,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“These guys played really tough defense and they followed through with
what we wanted to do. We took Young
and Bayard out of the game, no one
stepped up for them and that was the

bottom line.”
The Blue Devils established a fast
up-tempo right from the tip-off and
pounded away at the Raiders to grab
a 17-6 lead. Venezia put in eight points.
The Raiders’ defense failed to thwart
the Blue Devils’ back-cut, backscreen and reversal attack in the second quarter. By spreading the floor,
the Devils found the open shots.
Rogers and Pritsker hit respective
two-point jumpers and three pointers
and Gerckens hit eight points to ride
a 37-14, halftime lead into the locker
room. Dougher scored five points,
including a bomb from down town.
“We put people into situations were
they were going to succeed. We
wanted to try to take advantage of
people who were not aggressive
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY BLUE DEVILS…Raider Loni Kaye, No. 13, is surrounded by a trio of Blue Devils (Gabby Jacobs,
Casey El Koury and Danielle Infantino). The Raiders controlled the boards and defeated the Blue Devils 51-35.

Weic
he r t
ZAZZALI NETS 15, MILLER HITS 17, LAW GETS 13 RBS
Weichert

Raider Cagers Control Early,
Sting
Blue
Devil Girls, 51-35
Weic he
rt
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT A HELPING HAND…Blue Devil Josh Gerckens gets his hand in the way of Raider Bryan Dougher who attempts to
make a lay-up. The Blue Devils controlled the boards and the game, winning 67-38.

MERCADO ROLLS 689 SERIES, ETTINGER ROLLS 278

Blue Devil Bowlers Capture
North Jersey, Section 2 Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Regrouping from a third-place finish in the Union County Tournament,
the Westfield High School bowling
team seized top honors in the North
Jersey, Section 2 Tournament at Eagle
Rock Lanes in West Orange on February 11. The Blue Devils finished
with a team total of 2,968 followed by
Morris Hills at 2,954 and Linden at
2,852. It was the Blue Devils’ sixth
section crown in the past 10 years and
first since 2004.
Union Catholic placed sixth with a
total of 2,740, Roselle Park was 16th
at 2,589, Elizabeth took 17th at 2,588,
Roselle Catholic was 18th at 2,584,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed 21st
at 2,525 and Cranford, the Union
County Tournament champion,
placed 22nd at 2,511.
“You never know what happens,”
expressed Blue Devil Head Coach
Mike Tirone who added, “That’s quite
an accomplishment because no other
team (in the section) won it twice in

10 years.”
The top three teams and top nine
individuals in each section qualified
for the state championship to be
played at Brunswick Zone Carolier
Lanes in North Brunswick on Monday, February 20, beginning at 9 a.m.
In all, given some alternates, there
will be 17 teams vying for the team
title and 40 individuals competing for
the individual crown.
Blue Devil junior Harrison
Mercado turned in the fourth highest
series of the day with a 689 (262-213214) and Bryan Elasser rolled games
of 199-235 and 200 for a 634 series to
place eighth. Both qualified for the
state tournament. Mercado also qualified last year.
In Game 1, the Blue Devils rolled a
930 total, which placed them in the
eighth position. Mercado’s 262 was
the second highest game of the day.
The Blue Devils’ output in Game 2
set all the opposition back in their
seats. With an 1,134 total, the Blue
Devils established the highest single

*****SCOTCH PLAINS NEW HOMES*****

game total in Westfield High School
history and catapulted into first place.
In his first ever varsity competition,
Brett Ettinger, who rolled a 570 series, rolled the high game of the tournament with a 278. Mercado and Eric
Curialle (566 series) each rolled 213,
Elasser had a 235 and Arley Rojas,
who finished with a 546 series, turned
in a 195.
“He was a nine pin away from a
300 game. That propelled us to first
place. That 1,134 was a killer,” commented Tirone.
According to Tirone, the Blue Devils rolled a 904 in Game 3 to just hold
on.
“You can’t have one weak spot. All
five spots have to be gelling,” said
Tirone.

A hungry mindset, along with superiority under the boards, eventually led to a 33-19 Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls basketball team victory over Westfield in
the first meeting on January 3 in
Scotch Plains.
Still hungry,
Weic
he r t the 14-6
Raiders controlled the boards with 28
rebounds and received a strong firsthalf offensive performance from Allie
Zazzali to sting the 14-7 Blue Devils,
51-35, in Westfield on February 9.
Zazzali sank 13 (including three 3pointers) of her team-leading 15 points
in the first half and, combined with an
effective full-court press that limited
Blue Devil Erin Miller to only four of
her 17 points, the Raiders took a 27-12
lead. Perhaps not particularly in their
game plan, the Raiders finished the
game with six 3-pointers, two from
Lauren Mains (6 points) and another
from Rachel Kruper (5 points).
“Our game plan was to get it inside
because we are a little bit bigger than
them but they ended up leaving us
open on the outside,” said Zazzali.
“So if we are open, we are going to
shoot. We have a lot of people who
can shoot 3-pointers. Mains had two.
Rachel had one.”
“That was big,” Raider Head
Coach Bruce Davis said of Zazzali’s
3-pointers.
Davis added, “Mains hit those two
threes when they were starting to
pack the zone in. They went to the
box in one trying to take Zazzali out
of the game. That made a big difference because it killed their strategy.”
The real deciding factor, however,
was the 28 rebounds recorded by the
Raiders, especially their taller inside
girls. Jackie Law (8 points, 13 rebounds) pulled down seven offensive
and six defensive boards and Lauren
Benovengo (5 points) cleared out the

area and grabbed five rebounds.
“We beat them on the boards. We
got a lot of offensive rebounds. We
got a lot of scores on put backs. That
made a big difference today,” said

Davis. “It also keeps them from fast
breaking. They like to run and push
the ball up the floor. When we rebound, they can’t, especially offenCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Open House: Sun. 2/19 12-4pm

WESTFIELD . . . Captivating spacious Ranch home featuring a large living
room with an impressive marble façade fireplace, formal dining room,
large eat-in kitchen, finished basement with summer kitchen, three
bedrooms and two and one-half baths. Fabulous landscaped grounds
including in-ground pool, deck and patio. $629,000. DIR: Central Ave.
to Cedar or Cambridge to Avon #227 (052000868)

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite Kathy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Kathy Alagna
weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
WESTFIELD
$1,395,000
Grand 6 Bedroom 3 ½ bath Victorian
featuring a wonderful wrap around porch
leading to a gracious Entry Foyer w/quarter
sawn oak flooring and columns leading to
the formal Living Room w/fireplace set on a
diagonal; Formal Dining Room w/bay
window w/seat; updated Eat In Kitchen;
Family Room w/wet bar; 1st floor Laundry;
3rd floor retreat with 2 Bedrooms and full
bath; nestled on 1/3 of an acre w/heated pool.
Great location close to town and Franklin
and Roosevelt Schools! WSF0095

New construction on a quiet cul-de-sac. This classically designed home is perfect
for family living with 4 large bedrooms, 3.5 baths, an oversized designer kitchen
w/granite counters opening into an 18’ x 23’ family room w/fireplace. $1,150,000.

New colonial featuring 5 bedroom, 3 baths, a state of the art kitchen w/granite
countertops & tile backsplash, family room w/gas fireplace, multi zone heating &
cooling, central vacuum, 9’ceilings on the first floor, hardwood floors. $1,299,900.

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500
Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

Service

State Licensed Appraiser
www.westfieldrealtynj.com

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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Devil’s Den

Thomas, Monier, Ullrick, Ziegenhagen
Memories Dredged Up by An E-mail
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR SUGGESTIONS…Raider Mike Ferrara, top, looks to the coaches for suggestions in his 112-lb bout with
Panther Kenny Giorandino. Ferrara won 7-6.

LOOMIS, SCHARDIEN, O’NEILL ROLL WITH KEY PINS

Raider Grapplers Dominate
BridgeH2O Panthers, 55-24
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heavyweight John Loomis started
a string of six victories that led the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood wrestling
team to a 55-24 victory over 9-11
host Bridgewater-Raritan on February 11. The 14-8 Raiders won eight of
10 bouts via pins.
The Panthers won the first two bouts
(135 and 140) via falls to take a 12-0
lead. Pat Mineo, who jumped up to
145-lbs, smothered Sherrif Abozoid
in 47 seconds. After Panther Wayne
Hampton recorded a fall at 152-lbs,
Raider Joe Bachi (160-lbs) baited
Jimmy Bruno with a walk over
takedown and whipped him over with
a half nelson at 0:49.
“I was fired up when the score was
18-6,” said Bachi. “Giannaci really
got me pumped up and I went out
there, got a front head, took him down
and chopped him into a half and stuck
him.”
At 171-lbs, Mike O’Neill broke a
2-2 bout by clamping Andrew Hampton in 3:04.
“My main move was the Jimmy
John that set him up for the bump over
and the run for the pin,” said O’Neill.
“I have been working real hard in
practice trying to advance in every

match and it showed here today.”
Nick Giannaci (189-lbs) put the
Raiders on top, 24-18, when he
cranked George Koumcuzis his back
in 0:52 but Panther Roy Dragon countered with a fall at 215-lbs.
Loomis disposed of Paidric Czekay
in 57 seconds. At 103-lbs, Gary
Schardien took a 5-0 lead on Panther
Cody Hreson with a takedown and a
three-point near-fall. Hreson added a
reversal and a two-point near fall but
Schardien turned out the lights with a
headlock in 2:16.
“I went out there and tried to work
some trips, put him on his back and
get six for the team,” said Schardien.
“I worked some Jimmy Johnsons and
legs to get the job done.”
At 112-lbs, Mike Ferrara
decisioned Kenny Giorandino, 7-6.
Ferrara carried a 5-4 lead in the second period. Giorandino got a reversal
to take a 6-5 lead in the third period.
Ferrara pivoted around with a reversal to grab the victory.
“Early in the match I was looking
for my opening trying to take him
down but he surprised me when he
took the shot, so I knew during the
match that I had to work from bottom
which I did,” said Ferrara. “I got my
reversals, my escapes here and there

and it paid off. When I got on my feet
again, I knew I could take him down
and set the tone. My confidence is
real high because I know I can win
these close matches like this at the
end all year.”
“We had a hard week of practice
and it definitely paid off,” said Raider
Head Coach John Scholz “There
were big match-ups today. It was
great to see my senior, Mike O’Neill
win. He’s had so many close matches
so that was really great. Mike Farraro,
in a close back-and-forth match, was
able to get his points when he needed.
They beat us up last year, so it was
nice to come in here and it was fun.
It was a great way to know that we’re
on fire, that the oil is in the machine
and that we’re ready for the
sectionals.”
119-lb Sal Gano dropped Ryan
Radwanski with two takedowns and
two 3-point near falls before pinning
him with a far-side cradle at 3:35.
“We’re starting to peak at the right
time,” commented Gano.
Trevor Cannon (125 lb) earned an
8-0, major decision over Panther Andrew Conkin.
“I knew I had him in the first period
when I used a short-bye takedown
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

I’ll bet you thought the guy who
writes the Devil’s Den was obsessed,
tended to live in the past and remembered things from a long time ago that
nobody else would ever remember.
Am I right? Who else would dredge
up the past with a “perfect day” column? Hahaha!
Well, I recently got a very nice email from Bob Ziegenhagen. That’s
one of those names that has been
etched forever into my memory banks
… by my high school swim coach,
Walt Clarkson. Actually it was four
names: Thomas, Monier, Ullrick and
Ziegenhagen. The four guys who made
up the winning 200-yard freestyle relay in 1962, when the Pingry School
(then located in Hillside) beat the WHS
boys swim team 55-40, ending a thenstate record 59-meet win streak for
the Blue Devils.
Dick Thomas. Joe Monier. Andy
Ullrick. Bob Ziegenhagen. For at least
one member of that ’62 WHS swim
team, those names are like “Tinker to
Evers to Chance” or Notre Dame’s
“Four Horsemen.” They are names
that I can never forget. (Joe Monier
was even a Westfield guy. His older
brother Dave was a WHS football star
and the original owner of the Jolly
Trolley.)
You would think 44 years would be
enough time to let it go, to get over it.
And I thought I was. Then came the
surprise e-mail from Bob
Ziegenhagen, who our coach, Walt
Clarkson, had us convinced was some
kind of swimming immortal, probably similar in talent and mythology
to the way people look at current
Pingry standout Brian Wilson.
Anyhow, here’s part of Bob Z’s email:
“I just caught up with your May
2005 article about coach Clarkson —
and your mention of the PingryWestfield High swim meet. Boy, did it
bring back memories. That swim meet
was probably the most exciting one I
was ever in and, just like you, I remember so many details from that
afternoon. The noise! Our coach, Dick
Weiler, had tossed the lineup a dozen
ways until he finally found one, which
offered us some hope — having several of us in some unexpected events.
I was in the 200 free, which was a real
risk because I’d never raced the distance and usually died after 100 yards.
Dick warned me that if I lost, we had
no chance of winning the meet, so I
was pretty nervous. Not as nervous as
the Westfield swimmer (name?) who
smacked his head so hard on the first
turn that he wasn’t a factor (the far end
of our pool was unfairly dark). Our
second swimmer, Chris Wescott, did
the best time of his life and got a
second. I better stop this now — I can
feel the adrenaline. Ridiculous!
“Anyway, coach Clarkson shouldn’t
have felt bad — no one could have
expected our lineup … and who would
have guessed all Weiler’s risks would
have come through.
“I also remember that my Summit

YMCA beat the Westfield Y that next
weekend and we again broke a long
winning streak. I played three sports
through high school, and most of college, and have kept on competing excessively since then, but nothing is
half as memorable as that Westfield
High meet. Thanks for bringing it
back.”
Bob Ziegenhagen
Pingry School, Class of 1963
Epilog: The Westfield YMCA’s
Wallace Pool opened the following
year (1963).
Coach Walt Clarkson wouldn’t let
WHS use it for a meet until Pingry
came to town.
Pingry had most of its team returning, including Bob Ziegenhagen, but
WHS had an influx of amazing sophomores (Dave Perkowski, Peter Heesch,
Gregg Smolenski, Steve McCoy, Chip
Demarest and others) and rolled 6134 on the way to a 14-0 season.
MORE FROM THE E-MAIL
The “perfect day” column produced
a couple more interesting e-mails.
Here’s a couple of partial responses,
from former WHS athletes in Moscow, Idaho and Germany.
“Thanks for a great day. Without
criticizing your choices in any way, I
couldn’t help but notice the food intake: cheese omelet, home fries and a
pepsi; two large cheeseburgers; a sixpack of Rheingold (what about dessert?); an American cheese and baloney sub with the works, and takeout
beer containers. Needless to say, this
day has not been approved by the
American Heart Association.
“Of course, all that intake was offset by a lot of activity. Walking through
a snowstorm; walking to swim practice; a swim workout; bowling; lots of
softball; full-court basketball, and
coaching the Steelers against the
Bears. Overall, you probably did burn
more calories than you consumed.
“My own notes: I thought Duke’s
subs at the South Ave. circle were the
best. Just say the name and you can
smell the unique mix of aromas —
vinegar, salami, baloney, provolone.
When I played center for the Bears,
Mr. (Bob) Brewster (Sr.) was the
coach. I’m sure we beat the Steelers.
Swim practice at the Connells, followed by a cold, juicy apple (they put
out a small bushel of apples for the
team every day).
Thanks!
Pete Klaiber, WHS ’69
“I am writing to you from Germany
where I am living and studying German. The other day I received two
editions of The Westfield Leader from
my grandparents. I want to let you
know how much I enjoyed reading the
Devil’s Den and how much it made
me feel back at home in good ol’
Westfield. I have lived in Westfield
my whole life and even though I’m
too young to have experienced some
of what you wrote about, I greatly
appreciated reading about the Rialto
and White Diamond. I was also pleased
to read the article about our rivalry

with Scotch Plains (as a soccer goalie
I always enjoyed beating them) and
how we are dominating them in sports.
It made me feel like I was back at
home reading the Leader at my kitchen
table. Go Blue Devils!
Sincerely
Erik Schoenemann, WHS ’00
LID ON THE HOOP
Did you notice the result of the WHS
girls basketball game against Roselle
Catholic a week ago? It must have been
“Turn Back the Clock” night, as
Westfield won 15-14! In overtime!
Erin Miller’s only basket of the
game came with six seconds left in the
extra period as WHS improved to 145, despite not scoring in the opening
quarter and having just two points at
halftime.
Word from coach Joe Marino is that
sophomore Stephanie Slodyczyk
won’t return to the lineup this year
(knee injury), but should be OK for
her junior and senior years. Considering there are no seniors on this year’s
squad, adding Slodyczyk and incoming freshman Dianna Venezia to a
team that includes Miller, Gabby
O’Leary, Danielle Infantino, Casey
El Koury, Katie Cronen and Tara
Handza should make the Blue Devils
very close to an elite team.
WE’RE NOT ALONE
Did you know that, according to the
MaxPreps.com website, in addition
to our WHS Blue Devils, there are six
others high schools in America called
Westfield? Here they are, with nickname and location:
Westfield Bulldogs in Chantilly, Va.
Westfield Mustangs in Houston.
Westfield Hornets in Perry, Ga.
Westfield (Mass.) Bombers.
Westfield (Ind.) Shamrocks.
Westfield (N.Y.) Wolverines.
There is also a Westfield Vo-Tech,
located in Westfield, Mass.
BACK AT THE PIT
The WHS wrestling team earned a
berth in the North 2 Group 4 tournament for the first time since 1996 and
for a reward got to open up at
Phillipsburg’s fabled Pit this past Tuesday. Westfield was to wrestle Edison,
with the winner facing the Stateliners
later in the night.
Once upon a time, a WHS-P’burg
match was one that held the entire
state’s interest. Back in the 1970s,
WHS was coached by Gary Kehler
and Jan Dutt was in charge of the
’Liners, and a packed-to-the-rafters
gym was a guarantee. The teams met
four times in the late ’70s, with P’burg
winning all four matches by scores of
31-12 in 1976, 31-12 in 1977, 26-15
in 1978, and 39-12 in 1979.
Westfield also finished second at
the Phillipsburg Holiday Tournament
in December 1971, with Sean Kelly
and Kurt Stiefken capturing individual
titles.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 19th • 1-4PM
513 Dorian Place, Westfield

A warm welcome awaits you in this pristine 1925 colonial set on a quiet street within walking
distance to award winning schools, downtown and New York City transportation. Wonderful
chestnut mouldings and shining hardwood floors enhance the inviting Living Room with wood
burning fireplace flanked by bookcases and stained leaded glass windows, the formal Dining Room
with chair rail and the Den with vaulted ceiling. The first floor also features an updated Kitchen
with Breakfast Nook and Powder Room. The second floor boasts three lovely Bedrooms and an
updated full Bath. The fourth Bedroom and full Bath are located on the third floor and offer a great
retreat for a teenager or guest suite. The basement, features a Playroom, Laundry, Utility Room
and additional storage space. Enjoy relaxing on the large deck overlooking the private, fenced-in
yard with perennial gardens. Offered for $649,900 WSF0046

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.
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Rahway Matmen Ice
Blue Devils, 59-15
The 14-1 Rahway High School
wrestling team handed the visiting 12-3 Westfield Blue Devils a
59-15 defeat on February 9. Blue
Devil junior Colin MacKay continued his winning ways by recording a 31 second fall over Indian Brenno Martin at 125-lbs.
Steve Cruikshank won by injury
default over Sandile Mandini at
215-lbs and Sam Reichbach won
a 7-4 decision over Muath Aljaludi
at 119-lbs.

Raiders Dominate
BridgeH2O, 55-24
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HIS FIRST GOAL…Blue Devil Jeffrey Mysel, No. 34, scored his first
goal of the season to give Westfield a 3-0 lead in the second period in a 5-2 victory
over Verona.

Blue Devil Icemen Make
NJSIAA State Tourney
By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was an emotional week for the
Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Team, but when all was said and done
the Blue Devils achieved their goal of
qualifying for the NJISSA State Tournament. The Blue Devils began the
week with an 8-2 win over Passaic
Valley (PV), lost to Montclair
Kimberley Academy (MKA), 2-1, on
February 8 and defeated Verona, 5-2,
on February 10.
The Blue Devils were one game
below the .500 cut off for the tournament and they knew that their game
against Passaic Valley was going to
be their last easy win. The Blue Devils made a big statement, jumping out
to a 4-0 lead just three minutes into
the game against a team that will also
be in the state tournament. Sal
Esposito fired in four goals and John
Attanasio flicked in two. Junior Adam
Becker played well in goal.
Against Montclair-Kimberley
Academy, a tough divisional opponent, the Blue Devils trailed 2-0 with
the game clock winding down. Needing a win, the Blue Devils pulled
goalie Eric Zagorski with just under
two minutes remaining. With the extra attacker on the ice, Westfield
gained an upper hand and Craig
Esposito scored. Inside the final
minute, Attanasio put the puck into
the net for what he thought was a
huge game-tying goal, but the referee
lost sight of the puck and blew the

SCOTCH PLAINS

play dead taking back the Westfield
goal. MKA won the game dropping
the Blue Devils back below the cutoff
mark.
Westfield’s match up with Verona
had some interesting story lines.
Verona, like Westfield, could not lose
the game if they wished to qualify for
the state tournament. It was also the
first time the teams had played since
they finished in a 2-2 tie for the Van
Cott Cup championship.
Verona controlled the game’s early
minutes, but they were not able to
beat WHS goalie Zagorski. Sal
Esposito scored to give Westfield a 10 lead. Also in the first period, Mike
Foley extended the lead to 2-0.
The second period was very evenly
played, but Verona was still unable to
beat Zagorski. Before the intermission after an end-to-end rush by Seth
Davidson, Jeff Mysel put home the
rebound to put Verona in a big threegoal hole.
The desperate Verona team came
out flying to start the third period and
less than five minutes in, they had
made it a 3-2 game. With time running
out on their hopes of qualifying for the
tournament, Verona continued to pressure but, with around five minutes
remaining, on his first shift as a forward, Jacob Stevens-Haas stole the
puck from a Verona defenseman and
put Westfield ahead, 4-2. Verona pulled
their goalie with two minutes remaining and Craig Esposito finished the
scoring with an empty net goal.

and picked up two near-fall points,”
said Cannon. “In the second period I
pulled him over for the takedown, got
the reverse and rode him out in the
third period.”
In the final bout, 130-lb Raider
Ricky Olsson worked a takedown and
an arm-bar on Oran Johnson before
terminating him via a fall at 3:15.
“The kids knew there was no room
for error today. As a team we’re ready
for sectionals against North
Hunterdon on Tuesday. Hopefully we
can beat them to get to Voorhees and
then move on, concluded Scholz.”
BOUT SEQUENCE:
135: Adam Friedman, BR, p Rob
Desiato, 1:46
140: Dan Liss, S, p Damien Gibbs,
1:05
145: Mineo (S) p Abozoid, 0:47
152: Wayne Hampton (BR) p Dave
DeNichilo, 3:29
160: Bachi (S) p Bruno, 0:49
171: O’Neill (S) p Hampton, 3:04
189: Giannaci (S) p Koumcuzis, 0:52
215: Dragon (BR) p Keith Baker, 3:11
Hwt: Loomis (S) p Czekaj, 0:57
103: Schardien (S) p Hreson, 2:16
112: Ferrara (S) d Ken Giorandino, 7-6
119: Gano (S) p Radwanski, 3:25
125: Cannon (S) md Conkin, 8-0
130: Olsson (S) p Johnson, 3:15

Somerville Pioneers Unsettle
Blue Devil Matmen, 39-36
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devils Steve Cruikshank,
Colin MacKay, Mark Boyd and Colin
Willard rose to the occasion by recording falls but four close bouts won
by the visiting Somerville High
School wrestling team led to a 39-36
victory over Westfield on February

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Open House: Sun. 2/19 12-4PM

Spacious Cape

CRUIKSHANK, MACKAY, BOYD, WILLARD GRAB PINS

GETTING A CHIN UP…Raider Joe Bachi, top, works on controlling Panther
Jimmy Bruno’s chin in the 160-lb bout. Bachi pinned Bruno in 49 seconds.

$415,000

Step back in time when houses had character & charm. This 1930’s Colonial with full front porch, offers a formal
living room with a beamed ceiling and fireplace & a formal dining room large enough for your furniture & family.
Enjoy 3 spacious bedrooms and 2 baths. If you need extra room the 3rd floor offers the opportunity for a 4th bedroom
or media room. In addition, the full unfinished basement is just waiting to be turned into a family room/home office.
Lastly, you will be pleased to find a 2 car detached garage with additional storage space. DIR: Park to Westfield Ave.
& Westfield Rd. #866 (052000866)

WESTFIELD

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO WRAP THINGS UP…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, top, has an arm bar with wrist control on Pioneer Dan Soffer
in the 125-lb bout. MacKay wrapped things up in 4:14 with a slip around to a single grapevine and a shoulder hook.

$669,000

Welcome to this wonderful home situated on a large lot. Pride of ownership abounds in the meticulously maintained
Cape Cod style home. You will fall in love with the spaciousness this house affords with an oversized living room,
family room, kitchen & 3 amply sized bedrooms on the 2nd fl. This house is a true gem & features hardwood floors,
wood-burning fireplace & 2 zone central air & heating. The very large finished basement with a full 3rd bath presents
an opportunity to have a possible 4th bedroom/in-law suite/au-pair suite. Short distance from downtown & NY
transportation. (052000636)

SCOTCH PLAINS

11. The 12-4 Blue Devils needed just
one of those bouts to go in their favor
to win the match.
The first sign of the misfortune for
the Blue Devils began in the opening
bout when Pioneer heavyweight Josh
Sadler scored an escape and a
takedown in the second period and
yielded only an escape to Zach Bullek
to claim a 3-1 decision. With the
score 15-12 in favor of the 8-14 Pioneers, the Blue Devils dropped consecutive 4-1 bouts at 130-lbs and 135lbs when Pioneer Kevin Stiles recorded a takedown and a two-point
tilt while limiting Matt Kamel to an
escape, and Dan Stiles held Matt
Shaffer to an escape while recording
two takedowns. The fourth close bout
came at 145-lbs when Blue Devil Joe
Corea was ahead, 8-7, but quickly got
reversed and pinned in 3:02 by
Esteban Sato.
“Today, I felt half our team came to
wrestle. The other half didn’t. Unfortunately, the half that didn’t prevailed
for Somerville. There were tossup
bouts that we had to have and we lost
all four of them,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz.
Fresh off a fine second-place per-

Open House: Sun. 2/19 12-4pm

formance at the Union County Tournament and a recent victory in his
bout at Rahway, Blue Devil Colin
MacKay (125-lbs) punished Dan
Soffer, using a series of near-falls,
including a figure four of the head,
before pinning him in 4:14 with a slip
around to a single grapevine and a
shoulder hook.
“I’m taking it one match at a time.
At Union County, since my name
finally got out there, since I beat a
couple of kids that I wasn’t supposed
to beat, my confidence has been
boosted. And I am going out there
with the will to win,” said MacKay.
After no Pioneer stepped on the
mat to challenge Blue Devil Andrew
Shaffer at 152-lbs Boyd (160-lbs)
stuck Clayton VanNess in 4:22 with a
lateral throw but not without a wakeup
call. VanNess caught Boyd sleeping
in the first period and recorded a
takedown and a two-point tilt but
Boyd came to life in a big way to grab
a takedown and rip VanNess with a
three-point near-fall in the second
period. Early in the third period, Boyd
slammed VanNess to the mat to record
the fall.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

$489,000

This nearly new (2004) sophisticated & elegant Townhome, freshly painted with a dramatic Ralph Lauren palette,
features CAC, recessed lighting and crown molding throughout, Palladian-top windows, vaulted ceiling in living room,
and a spectacular loft family room. Main level features gleaming Cherry hardwood floors, living room w/fireplace,
separate dining area, gorgeous kitchen & more. 2-3 bedrooms, including master bedrooms, with sliders to balcony,
2 ½ baths. DIR: The Reserve: Rt 22 W rt just before McDonalds Donato Circle #117 (052000864)

WESTFIELD

Open House: Sun. 2/19 12-4pm

$1,175,000

Welcome to 1111 Wychwood Road located on a distinctive cul de sac bordering Echo Lake Golf Course. This classic Center Entry Colonial
residence combines a gracious and elegant floor plan with impeccable custom upgrades and amenities. A marble fireplace with dentil
moldings accents the sunlit formal living room which boasts an elegant Andersen bay window and French doors. The well-appointed formal
dining room with dentil molding and Andersen bay, invites dinner parties and family gatherings alike. A sky-lit kitchen (16 x 19) with centerisland, abundant cabinetry, wet bar, desk and French door to deck, is sure to be a favorite. A lovely family room, four generous bedrooms,
updated baths and recreation room complete this picture and add a sensibility for today’s active lifestyle. The timeless appeal of this treasure
will forever welcome you home with pride. DIR: E. Broad St. lt on Woodland Ave. rt onto Wychwood Rd. #1111 (052000873)
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Hot Blue Devil Boys Crunch
Raider Basketballers, 67-38
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KILLING WITH REBOUNDS…Raider Jackie Law, with ball, killed the Blue
Devils’ effort by grabbing 13 rebounds.

against us and we were able to do
that,” said Bonard. “If you’re not going to play good solid defense against
us, we’re going to put up some points
against you.”
The Blue Devils continued and
outscored the Raiders, 16-7, in the
third quarter. Venezia sank 10 points,
including two 3-pointers.
“Scotch Plains is always a big rivalry. They’re such a great shooting
team and their shots were not falling
today. Last game, everything was
working for them and now we just

Jenkins and Davon Wise (1-point) to
wrap things up. The Raiders put up 17
points led by Dougher with six and
Lewis with three.
“I felt bad because it was senior day
for six of their guys. When you don’t
have a Dougher and a Bayard in the
game, you can gamble a little bit and
that started to get the momentum rolling for us. It was a class act on coach
Doherty’s part on doing what he did by
playing his seniors, but we had to take
advantage of that,” said Everly.
“They pushed us around and kicked
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider Cagers Control Early,
Sting Blue Devil Girls, 51-35

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS…Blue Devil Mark Boyd, top, finishes off
Pioneer Clayton Van Ness in 4:22 in the 160-lb bout using a lateral throw.

Somerville Pioneers Unsettle
Blue Devil Matmen, 39-36

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

sive rebounds because they get
trapped going the wrong way.”
“They are awesome. They are beasts
on the boards. I am very happy to
have them underneath,” Zazzali said
of Law and Benovengo.
Blue Devil Casey El Koury scored
eight points, Gab O’Leary put in four,
Tara Handza banged a 3-pointer,
Danielle Infantino had two and Gabby
Jacobs had one point. Raider Loni
Kaye sank eight points and Kaylin
Jaichon netted four.
Zazzali nailed back-to-back 3pointers and Law followed with a
lay-up to give the Raiders a 12-2 lead
in the first quarter, which ended 12-6.
Zazzali began the second quarter with
a 3-pointer and ended it with a lay-up
to put the Raiders up by 15 at the half.
Miller scored five points and El Koury
bucketed a 2-pointer but Mains hit backto-back 3-pointers to let the Raiders

win the third quarter, 14-7. In the final
quarter, Miller sank a 3-pointer, went 3for-4 from the line and added a lay-up
in a 16-10 Blue Devil run.
A hungry attitude remains as the
Raiders look forward to the Union
County Tournament where they received the second seed and rival
Cranford, who edged them on two previous occasions, received the top seed.
“If we meet them again, it will have
to be in the finals. I think both
(Cranford) coach (Brian) Chapman
and I would love to get that far and
have a chance to meet each other
again. There are a lot of good teams
out there,” said Davis.
“That gives us more incentive,” said
Zazzali. “Of course, we want to be
number one in the county. Three’s a
charm!”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Westfield

12 15 14 10
6 6 7 16

51
35

UCT Girls Basketball Results:
FEBRUARY 13 FIRST ROUND:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 51, Elizabeth 35
Jackie Law grabbed 15 rebounds
and netted 14 points for the 15-6
Raiders. Allie Zazzali had 11 points
and Loni Kaye sank 10.
Sc. Pl-Fnwd
Elizabeth

9
7

12
6

14
6

16
16

51
35

Roselle Catholic 38, Westfield 37
Letita Torres had 18 rebounds and
sank 16 points for the 10-11 Lions.
Gab O’Leary netted 10 points, Casey
El Koury scored nine, Danielle
Infantino had eight and Erin Miller
bucketed six for the Blue Devils.
Roselle Cath
Westfield

7
12

10
6

9
10

12
9

Rahway 42, Union Catholic 29

38
37

Jamie Godfrey scored 15 points.
Rahway
Union Cath

12
9

12
4

6
4

12
12

42
29

Cranford 26, Dayton 14
Lindsay Dolan had five points and
nine rebounds for the Cougars.
Dayton
Cranford

1
6

6
11

6
8

1
1

14
26

Oak Knoll 34, Governor Livingston 32
Julie McAloon scored 14 points
and the game winner for the Royals.
Gov. Liv.
Oak Knoll

9
6

10
9

9
4

4
15

32
34

Johnson 48, Linden 34
Keli and Jamilee Pflug hit 19 and
16 points, respectively, for the Crusaders.
Linden
Johnson

11
11

7
6

5
21

11
10

34
48

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHO IS THAT MASKED MAN?…Raider Sean Young wears a protective mask
as Blue Devil Mike Venesia, No. 22, guards him.

switched,” said Venezia. “We played
good ‘D’, they didn’t score a lot in the
first half so we were happy about that.
All our plays were working well and
we hit our shots. Everything just fell
into place.”
In the final quarter, coach Everly
looked to Santo Nardi, Ed Simons (2
points), Mike Lessner (2-points)
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on February 27, 2006, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue at 8:00 pm in Council Chambers
to hear the application of West End Farm
Estates, LLC, 1920 & 1926 West Broad
Street, Block 10301, Lots 2 & 3, R-2 Zone
which proposes to subdivide the two lots
into three conforming lots, with a new culde-sac and three new single-family dwellings. There are no variances requested
with this application.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $20.40

our butt the first half and that’s all the
game was last time,” added Bonard.
“Playing Scotch Plains, you really don’t
need to add anything else to get pumped
up. This is a rivalry! Enough said! We
didn’t make any dumb plays, we played
our game and we didn’t allow them to
force us out of our plan. They trapped
but we had counters for it and knew
exactly what to do against it.”
“They pretty much beat us at every facet of the game. There was not
one area in the basketball game that
we played better. It was just one of
those games and they took it to us.
They wanted it more, they played
better, they shot better, they played
better defense and that’s what it came
down to,” said Raider Head Coach
Brian Doherty. “Linden beat
Westfield by a huge margin a few
weeks ago, but you see how they
responded to it. They responded like
a mature, very good basketball team,
so they used it as a positive. It grabbed
our kids attention and everyone is
going to be focused at practice tomorrow.”
Westfield
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

17 20 16 14
6 8 7 17

67
38

“I was not ready for a forfeit at 52
and all the sudden my match was up.
Once I got awake, I was ready to
wrestle but, in the beginning, I wasn’t
ready. This is the time of the season
where the best has to come out. I have
to let it out now,” said Boyd.
At 171-lbs, Willard quickly finished off Biggio Mineo in 44 seconds
to narrow the team score to 33-30.
The Pioneers won via fall at 189-lbs
to secure the team victory but
Cruikshank (215-lbs) cranked Tom
McCartney to his back in 3:30 with a
tight half nelson.
“He was a stronger kid than I
thought. Once he chose bottom, I felt
confident. Lately, my spiral has been
good and finally I got him to his
back,” explained Cruikshank. “I’m
more comfortable with most of my
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday, February 14, 2006 the following ordinance entitled:
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $175,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROJECT
KNOWN AS “EAST SECOND
STREET MILLING AND TOP
COURSE PAVING”
was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $19.89

stuff, so I feel more comfortable going into districts.”
“Colin MacKay looked good again.
He has been on a tear since the county
tournament. Steve was patient. He’s
wrestling smart. He’s doing what he
needs to do to win. Mark Boyd looked
good the second half of his match. He
woke up! When Boyd wants to go, he
can be as nasty as anybody in this
area,” stated Kurz.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Sadler (S) d Bullek, 3-1
103: — Joe Stitley (S) won forfeit
112: — Jim Kirkner (S) p Barnes, 1:22
119: — Sam Reichbach (W) won forfeit
125: — MacKay (W) p Soffer, 4:14
130: — K. Stiles (S) d Kamel, 4-1
135: — D. Stiles (S) d M. Shaffer, 4-1
140: — Rob Boldman (S) p John Falzon, 2:35
145: — Sato (S) p Corea, 3:02
152: — Andrew Shaffer (W) won forfeit
160: — Boyd (W) p VanNess, 4:22
171: — Willard (W) p Mineo, 1:23
189: — Brandon Holderbaum (S) p Andrew Wenta, 0:44
215: — Cruikshank (W) p McCartney,
3:30

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on January 25, 2006, granted approval for variances allowing Mr. & Mrs. Cushing Whitney
to construct a deck to the residence located at 140 Helen Street, being Block
101 and Lot 14.
Documents pertaining to the application
are available for public inspection at Borough Hall during normal business hours.
Mr. and Mrs. Cushing Whitney
140 Helen Street
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $15.81

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

$2,195,000
Westfield
Open House: Sunday: 2/19 1-4pm: 808 Lawrence Avenue.
Beautifully maintained on apprx 2/3 acre. 5 bedrooms,
3.1 baths, 2 fireplaces. DIR: Dudley, Lawrence. WSF0054

Westfield
$925,000
Completely reconstructed. Beautiful 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath
colonial with gourmet kitchen, large family room. On
cul-de-sac. WSF0640

Westfield
$1,275,000
In the heart of Wychwood. Mint colonial with 4 bedrooms,
2.1 baths, wonderful sun room, study/office, rec room and
more. WSF1006

Westfield
$3,300,000
A beautiful home secluded on over an acre of lushly
landscaped property on one of the most picturesque
avenues. WSF0007

Mountainside
$664,900
Elegant ranch set upon a knoll w/picturesque park like
setting. Spacious rms. LR & DR raised hearth fireplace.
WSF0415

Scotch Plains
$729,000
Private park-like acre+ property, with brook backing to
Green Acres. CH colonial, 4 large bedrooms, 3.1 baths,
family room. WSF0825

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Westfield Boosters to Honor
Roger Love and Bill Jordan
The Westfield School Boosters
Association announced that it will
honor Booster Advisers Roger Love
and Bill Jordan by inducting them

Soccer Registration
Open for SP-FSA
Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HARD-FOUGHT VICTORY…The Westfield bench erupts at the final buzzer of
the JV hockey team’s 7-6 win over Vernon at Floyd Hall. Down by two goals in the
January 30 game, Westfield rallied under coach George Giresi, center rear, went
up by two, then fought off a final-minute penalty and a sixth Vernon attacker.

FSPY Girls ‘B’ Swimmers Fall
To Western Monmouth, 111-91
Another exciting matchup between
the visiting FSPY B swim girls and
Western Monmouth YMCA on January 28 ended up in favor of the host,
111-91. The score was tied 90-90 at
the end of the individual events. FSPY
started off strong, winning the 9-10
medley relay, but lost the remaining
three by close margins. The meet
capped an impressive 4-2 season for
the FSPY girls.
Individual medley: 9-10 Emma
Sherry and Jodie Thompson finished
1-2. 11-12 Nicole Buzzanca was second, as was 13-14 Amanda Gianni.
15-18s Bianca Pacheco and Megan
Gartner finished 2-3.
Freestyle: 8U Kelly Bracuto took
second; 9-10s Caroline Lesce and
Janine Cadet touched 1-2. 11-12s
Martha Slomczewski and Melissa
Keiser and 13-14s Kim Many and
Katie Gartner finished first and third;
15-18 Brittany Cole was second.
Breaststroke: 8U Asia Cadet
touched third; 9-10s Jodie Thompson
and Madeline Krema finished 1-3.
11-12s Kirsten Carbone and Alyssa
Laki touched 2-3, as did 15-18s

Bianca Pacheco and Katelyn
Cavanaugh. 13-14 Amanda Gianni
was second.
Backstroke: 8Us Mariel Weigel was
third, followed by Melody Weigel. 910 Caroline Lesce took second. 1112s Melissa Keiser and Nicole
Buzzanca touched 2-3. 13-14s Kim
Many and Julia Weigel finished 1-2.
15-18 Megan Gartner was third.
Butterfly: 8U Mariah Weigel took
third, as did 9-10 Janine Cadet. 1112s Martha Slomczewski and Jessica
Cronin finished 2-3. 13-14s Ellen
Tomljanovic and Julia Weigel touched
1-3. 15-18 Brittany Cole was first.
Medley relays: 8Us Melody Weigel,
Asia Cadet, Mariah Weigel and Kelly
Bracuto took second. 9-10s Lesce,
Thompson, Sherry and Cadet took
first. Second place finishes also went
to the 11-12s Keiser, Carbone,
Slomczewski and Buzzanca; 13-14s
Weigel, Gianni, Tomljanovic and
Many; and 15-18s Gartner, Pacheco,
Cole and Cavanaugh.

Erin O’Connor Named
Swim Rookie of Year
WILKES-BARRE, PA. — University of Scranton freshman Erin
O’Connor of Scotch Plains and Union
Catholic Regional graduate was
named rookie of the year after winning the 500-free on February 10 and
the 400-individual medley on February 11.
On February 12, O’Connor placed
third in the 200-butterfly (2:13.77)
despite having her goggles slide up at
the start of the race. Erin also swam
the second leg on the Royals’ 400freestyle relay team that finished second and anchored the Scranton Royals’ 800-freestyle relay team to a third
place finish on February 11. Erin also
set two pool records in route to her
two gold metals.

Registration for the Scotch PlainsFanwood Soccer Association’s Pre-K,
third grade, and fourth/fifth grade
House divisions as well as the Intercounty program is currently open.
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
wishing to register may do so online at
www.scotchplainsfanwoodsoccer.com
through Sunday, February 19.
Players who participated in the kindergarten, first and second grade programs in fall 2005 do not need to reregister for the spring season as these
are full-year programs. Players who
did not participate in the fall 2005
season for the kindergarten, first or
second grade programs, who wish to
play in spring 2006 season, should email the director of registration at
jguarnuccio123@yahoo.com regarding availability.
The SPFSA House Division offers recreational soccer for children
aged 4 through fifth grade; the Intercounty Soccer League provides
teams for older recreational players
(sixth grade and up). Additional details are available on the website,
www.scotchplainsfanwoodsoccer.com.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF
EXTRAORDINARY UNSPECIFIABLE
SERVICES FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Commerce National
Insurance; 215 Main Street, CN 2017,
Toms River, New Jersey 08754
NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
Risk Management Consultant.
DURATION: Year 2006
AMOUNT: $28,227.46
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNHSIP CLERK.
BARBARA RIEPE
TOWNSHIP CLERK
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $15.81

into its Hall of Fame at its 2006 Spring
Dinner Dance on Saturday, March 11
at the Temple Emanu El on East Broad
Street in Westfield.
“Roger and Bill are two key Boosters whose contributions helped make
our organization what it is today,”
said Boosters President Vince Wilt.
“Their efforts helped many athletes
achieved great success in high school
athletics and financial assistance for
college.”
The Dinner Dance is open to the
public and features a Sports Memorabilia Auction. Music will be provided by the renowned Topaz Orchestra, whose credits include playing at the wedding of Donald Trump’s
daughter. A hot buffet and wine and
beer will be served.
Tickets are $60 each and can be
obtained from Taylor and Love (Century 21 Realtors) and from Nick
Gismondi at (908) 654-1753 and Mike
Toth at (732) 680-0425.
The Westfield School Booster Association is a group of 50 men who
continually raise money to support
all of the school athletics and to provide college scholarships to graduating senior athletes.

The St. Helen’s seventh grade boys basketball team

St. Helen’s Seventh Boys Win
Three Hoops Games in a Row
The St. Helen’s seventh grade travel
basketball team rolled through three
straight wins starting with their, 2116, victory against Mary Mother of
God (MMOG) on January 21.
Against MMOG, Steven Korn and
Andrew Kirna netted six points each.
John Perrotta, Shane Skibitsky,
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
BOARD OF HEALTH
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-02-01
AND PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
CHANGE OF MEETING DATE
In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of a meeting change. The regular
scheduled meeting for April 10, 2006 has
been moved to:
THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2006
The meeting will be held in Council
Chambers in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
Applications and plans to be considered
at this meeting will be on file in the office of
the Secretary of the Board of Adjustment,
959 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Westfield Board of Adjustment
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

An ordinance was introduced by the
Board of Health of the Borough of Fanwood
on February 7, 2006. Copies of this ordinance can be obtained without cost at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey between
the hours of 8AM and 4PM, Monday
through Friday.
The purpose of this ordinance is
“AN ORDINANCE REGULATING SANITARY PRACTICES
AT PLACES OF COSMETOLOGY, HAIR AND NAIL STYLING AND PROVIDING FOR
LICENSING FEES.”
Public hearing and adoption of this ordinance will be held on March 7, 2006.
Colleen M. Huehn
Secretary
Board of Health
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $23.46

Dominick Molinari and Brandon
Molson balanced the scoring with two
points each. Craig Callahan hit the go
ahead free throw in the third quarter.
On January 22, St. Helen’s beat St.
John’s, 34-15. Kirna led the attack
with 11 points and relentless defense,
while Molinari had five points and
led the team in rebounds. Skibitsky
and Korn each had six points while
Perrotta, Justin Erickson and
Callahan’s aggressive defense helped
shut down St. John’s in the second
half, outscoring them 25-4.
In a shootout on January 28, St.
Helen’s outscored a strong St.
Joseph’s team from Somerville, 4845. The sharp shooting of Perrotta
with 16 points and Korn with 15
points led St. Helen’s to its third
straight win. Dan Wickens hit four
points and Erickson bucketed points.
Molinari had five points and hit critical free throws in the fourth quarter.
The constant defensive pressure delivered by Molson, Skibitsky and
Kirna helped secure the win.

See photos on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Sitting proudly amidst stately homes, this beautifully appointed Scotch Plains home
abounds with ample room. A dazzling two-story foyer and soaring ceilings impart an airiness that is enhanced by dentil molding, gleaming hardwood floors and marvelous walkin bay windows. The gracious living room and formal dining room greet you with absolute charm. Located off the granite accented gourmet kitchen, the family room with
vaulted ceiling and fireplace enlivens your spirit. A well-thought out second floor is completed by a delightful master suite with fire lit sitting room and full bath with whirlpool
tub. A fabulous basement with full bath, sprawling backyard with deck and an incredibly
peaceful location enhance the allure of this splendid residence. Presented for $1,150,000.

Women’s Softball League
Registration Available
An adult women’s softball league
is now forming in Westfield for the
spring season. Ages 18 and older are
invited to register. This intramural
league has the emphasis on fun.
Games will start in late April and
continue through June.
To register, e-mail Terri Hecht at
tphecht@comcast.net or call (908)
209-2869.

Welcoming you with a relaxed elegance, this charming Scotch Plains Colonial features
a fire lit living room, formal dining room with corner cabinets & a sun filled family
room. The well laid out kitchen is joined by a lovely breakfast room. Equally as delightful, the second floor offers room for all and an updated bath. A splendid yard, fabulous
location & some recent updates craft a marvelous setting. Presented for $495,000.

Looking for a new home?
Tired of going to endless Open Houses?
Let me do the footwork and the driving.
All you have to do is sit back , relax
and enjoy the scenery!

A quiet tree-lined street is where you’ll find this delightful Scotch Plains Ranch. A marvelous open floor plan is enhanced by wood floors, abundant windows and a living room
with floor-to-ceiling brick fireplace. The dining room and adjacent eat-in kitchen ensure
many enjoyable family meals. Nice sized bedrooms, a splendid yard and a fabulous location create the ideal opportunity for the first time homebuyer or for someone looking to
scale down. Presented for $489,000.

Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Broker Associate
(908) 233-5347, Direct Dial
GUCAR President 2003—2004
maryellen-oboyle@burgdorff.com

Tucked away on a quiet street, this New Center Hall Fanwood Colonial offers over
3000 Sq Ft of beautifully crafted living space. Spacious sun-drenched rooms include a
fire lit family room off a granite accented kitchen, nice sized living room & formal dining room & a spacious master suite with whirlpool, sitting area & large walk-in closet.
Other amenities are a 2nd floor laundry room, nine foot ceilings on the 1st floor, walk-up
to an expansive attic (easily finished), full basement with high ceiling, pavestone patio
and multi-zone heating & cooling. Presented for $799,900.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)

Approached by a circular drive with sun burst pattern, this grand Scotch Plains Center
Hall Colonial boasts a two-story entry foyer that leads to an interior brimming with stone,
superb woodwork, hardwood floors with in-laid borders, high ceilings and the dramatic
use of glass. The living room & formal dining room feature arched French doorways
while the family room showcases a marvelous backyard through large expanses of glass
that open to a wrap-around patio and in-ground pool. The well-equipped eat-in kitchen,
has almost every amenity. An impressive cupola crowns the sweeping stairway to the 2nd
floor a lovely master suite and generously sized bedrooms. An added feature is access to a
large attic area, easily finished with extra bedrooms. Presented for $1,250,000.

Name
Address

For additional information or your private tour call…

City

State

ZIP

Phone #
Payment

Cash

Check

Charge

CC #

Anne Weber, Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
908-518-5285, Direct Dial

Exp. Date
Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
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HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

Drivers: CDL-A/B
Owner Operators
Local/OTR Round Trip
Lease/Purchase Available.
Excellent Pay!
(800) 366-3685

Qualify for Additional Performance
Incentives of 4% Gross Wages
PAID QUARTERLY!!
*NEW LOCAL BUSINESS*
DRIVERS LOOKING FOR
$1000/wk Guarantee to start
$60,000 - $70,000+ Yearly Company Driver
$1.30 -$1.40 per HHG mile
Home Daily!
Late Model Freightliners!
Much More!
Come Join our Growing Team
Foodliner, a leading Food Grade Bulk Carrier is looking to
expand our fleet of Company Drivers and Owner
Operators. We are in search of Drivers for our local
Liquid operations based out of Elizabeth, NJ. If you are
looking to come on board with a Premier Tank Carrier we
require a class A CDL with proper endorsements, 2 years
OTR driving experience, a good MVR, and a safe driving
record. We offer:
• Drivers with Verifiable, Recent Food Grade
Experience May Qualify For Up to $1250 In Sign
On Bonuses.
• Health Care Benefits from DAY ONE
• Dedicated Business
• Weekly Paychecks (CD, O/O)
• Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health Insurance (CD, O/O)
• Dental and Vision Insurance (CD, O/O)
• Short Term Disability, and $35,000 Life Insurance
(CD)
• 401(K) W/Matching Funds (CD)
• Paid Uniforms (CD, O/O)
• Paid Vacations/Holidays (CD)
• Longevity Incentives (O/O)
* Drivers with industry & tanker experience can
qualify for additional benefits from DAY ONE. *
For more information about our driving opportunities
please call Doug at 800-251-9569 Ext. 1031 or visit us
at www.Foodliner.com, and see if you can qualify to
GO THE DISTANCE.

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

AEROBICS INSTRUCTORS

Assistant to interior designer;
very successful, fast paced interior
design firm located in Westfield,
NJ seeks junior designer with
design background to assist in all
aspects of our business.
Wonderful learning & growth
potential for the right candidate.
Please call (908) 233-8128

Help Wanted:
Aerobics instructors for JCC in
Scotch Plains. Please e-mail
resumes to krosen@jccnj.org
LATIN TUTOR NEEDED

For a first year
Freshman Latin student.
Call Donna (908) 755-3032

RECREATION SUPERVISORS

SUMMER CAMP STAFF

Summer Park Supervisor
The Scotch Plains Recreation
Department is looking for a Summer Park Supervisor for a 6-week
day program in the parks, which
runs July 5-Aug. 11, Monday Friday from 9:00-3:00 pm. Will
oversee 10-15 counselors, implement and supervise daily activities, attend bus trips.
Softball Coordinator
Also seeking a Girls Softball Coordinator for 3rd-8th grade
leagues from April 15th-June 16th.
Program runs Tuesdays, Thursdays at 5:45 pm and Saturdays
from 8:00-1:00 p.m. at various
town ballfields. Responsibilities
include attending meetings, assisting with schedules, scheduling game officials, completing
payroll, and various seasonal
tasks.
If interested, please contact
Allison in the Rec. Office at
(908) 322-6700 ext. 222

JCC Summer Camp is looking for:
Preschool Lead Teachers & Assts.
Cooking Specialist. Dance
Specialist. Lifeguards & Swim
Instructors. Indoor/outdoor facility,
competitive salaries & benefits.
E-mail: campyachad@jccnj.org
to send a resume or for more
information.

HELP WANTED

Crossing Guard Position
Available. $19.25 hr.
Westfield Police Dept.
Please call Det. Lisa Perrotta
(908) 789-6039

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Hye-Young Choi

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

WESTFIELD

A King mattress set
new in plastic w/warranty
sell $215
(732) 259-6690

Drive-by - 545 Hort Street (off
South Ave) 5 Bedrooms & 3 1/2
baths. Victorian to be built. Pick
your colors/tiles/cabinets. Walk to
New York City train/town/schools.
$875,000 pre-construction price.
ERA Carano Realtors
(973) 736-5525
independently owned/operated
!!!! NO REALTOR FEES !!!!
3 bdrm, 2 full baths, appl, f/place,
quiet street, near park, Washington school, 2,400 month + utls.
(908) 654-5207

Westfield - Lg 1st floor in 2 family.
5 rms/1 bdrm, W/D hookup, offstreet parking, walk to town/NYC
trans, No pets, Non smoking.
$1250/mo + Utils. 1 1/2 mos
security. Call (908) 518-0099

Looking for a responsible and
trustworthy person to care for our
son who is 2 and our daughter who
is 1. Must own their own car. Hours
are from 7am to 6:30pm at least 2
days/wk and some additional hours
on the remaining days. Up to 33 hrs
wk. Can be flexible on the days.
email: nanny_251@yahoo.com
CHILDCARE PROVIDER

Experienced Mom
to care for your child in my
Westfield home, F/T, P/T.
Safe and nurturing environment.
(908) 232-5705
HOUSE CLEANING

Will clean your house or apart.
organize your clothes, kitchen,
make laundry. Own car, good
references. Please call me!
(973) 277-5657 or (862) 849-3672
Neide ($10.00 off 1st time)
Spectacular & Affordable
Window Treatment
Interior Decorating
by professional designer.
Free consultation - Local references
(732) 726-0241

Purpose: To allow any charitable organization to conduct a raffle on Sunday
June 11, 2006 provided steps are taken to
secure a license for the holding of same.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 28, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $32.13

Weichert

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

BED

BEDROOM SET

7 pcs., Cherry sleigh bed, dresser/
mirror and 2 nite stands. New still
in box. Value $4000. sell $1550
Call (732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM

HOUSE FOR RENT

NANNY NEEDED

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY JUNE 11, 2006 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Shared Office Space
& storage for rent
In Scotch Plains
(908) 301-1554

Bilingual
Independent closer fluent in
Spanish needed. Prior exp
working in a closing dept. Title
producer’s license a +. Email
resume
w/sal
req’s
to:
resumes@extensisnj.com. EOE

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, February 14,
2006 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Garwood - Mother/Daughter
306 Spruce - 4BR 2BA M/D
24 HR Recorded Info
Call 1-800-724-8134 Ext 8032
Must See!! $459,900
www.lenshomes.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

SHARED OFFICE SPACE

LINDEN - Luxury Apt, 5 Rms,
2 bdrms, 2 baths, laundry, balcony,
separate entrance, 5 mins to train.
For 1 or 2 persons, No smoking or
pets, $1,400 plus 1-1/2 mos
security.
(917) 930-3095

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Spectacular 2004 colonial w/approx 5700 sq.f. inc fabulous finished basement. 10 RMS, 5 BR, 4 ½ Bths & 3 car garage.
Special features include custom chair rail & wainscoting, HWDFLS throughout, high ceilings, archways, deep cove molding,
Palladian WNDWS, handsome curved staircase. Private MBR suite w/whirlpool BTH , SIT RM, FRPLC, beautiful Billard
and Media Rms in lower level. Adjacent to Watchung Reservation in Mountainside. WSF0074 $1,475,000

HOME FOR SALE

INDPT REAL ESTATE CLOSER

INTERIOR DECORATING

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 2005
11 Years
email: hye-young@att.net

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Beautiful double pedestal table, 8
chairs and Hutch/Buffet still in box.
List $2900 sell $1475.
Call (732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top
New in plastic w/warranty.
Can deliver.
Sell $165
Call (732) 259-6690
HOT TUB / SPA

Never used, still in wrapper,
factory warranty, 6 person
w/lounger, loaded,
delivery available
Cost $8000 Sell $3895
Call (973) 902-8306

APARTMENT FOR RENT

SUMMER RENTAL

North Beach, LBI - Single Family,
4 Bedrooms, ocean side sundeck
& screened-in porch, garden,
100 ft to beach, $2900/wk in July,
$3200/wk
in
Aug.
Call
(908) 233-6751 after 6:00pm.
OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.
2400 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,
Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200
ONE BEDROOM APT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Very Clean 2nd Fl apt, new
stove, walk to town, very
private, on-street prkg, elderly
single woman only, $800+gas.
(908) 233-3069 ask for Vinnie
OFFICE/STUDIO FOR RENT

Westfield-Northside center of town,
Beautiful, Landmark Building. 800
sq ft, 6 windows, corner property,
Furnished, includes all utilities,
Available immediately, per diem
or monthly. (908) 301-0301

MUSIC LESSONS

Music lessons in your home!
Voice, All Levels
Piano, Beginning - Intermediate
Call (609) 933-5159
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on February 27, 2006, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue at 8:00 pm in Council Chambers
to hear the application of MSC, LLC for
551-553 Park Avenue, Block 1401, Lot 14,
B-1 Zone which proposes to demolish the
existing building and construct a two-story
office building. The following variances
are required with this application:
Section 23-3.9-Buffer, Required: 10
feet; Proposed: Not adequate
Section 23-2.3i-Parallel street front
setbacks; Required: 15 feet; Proposed:
One parking space infringes into the setback
Section 23-7.6-Freestanding signs;
Required: Maximum 16 square feet; Proposed: 36 square feet; Required: 2 feet
above grade; Proposed: Not met as shown
on plan
In addition, the Applicant is requesting
any other variances and/or waivers as
may be determined by the Board.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $30.09

CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance
repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !
~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, February 14,
2006 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO GRANT
AN EASEMENT IN A DEDICATED RIGHT OF WAY
KNOWN AS JAMES COURT
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, IN EXCHANGE FOR
AN AGREEMENT BY THE
GRANTEE OF SAID EASEMENT TO MAINTAIN JAMES
COURT IN PERPETUITY AT
HIS OWN COST AND EXPENSE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its February 9, 2006 meeting for the
following applications heard at its January
9, 2006 meeting:
Maxine & Robert Schwartz, 415
Kimball Turn, Seeking permission to construct an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.07E6 & 12.04E1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application Approved as Amended.
Milton & Rebecca Koenigsberg, 28
Carol Road, Seeking permission to construct an addition to an existing single
family residence including a new deck,
new portico and 1st and 2nd floor additions contrary to the requirements of Section 11.06E6, 12.04E1 & 12.04F1 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application Approved as Submitted.

Weichert

Purpose: As above.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 28, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $37.23

Barbara M. Wong & Timothy D. Van
Epp, 630 Glen Avenue, Seeking permission to construct an addition contrary to
the requirements of Section 11.09E6,
12.03D & 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application Approved as Submitted.
Emanuel & Rosaria Carlino, 1560
Rahway Avenue, Seeking permission to
construct a front porch contrary to the
requirements of Section 12.03D of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application Approved as Submitted.
Paul Tice, 104 Watchung Fork, Seeking permission to erect a 6-foot fence in an
area along the street side yard contrary to
the requirements of Section 12.07C of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a maximum fence height of 4 feet. If the
Board denies the above variance, the applicant then seeks permission to enclose
& screen his pool with a 4-foot high solid
fence instead of a 6-foot high solid fence
as required by Section 13.02D5 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application Denied.
Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader
Fee: $44.88

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Alan Rubin
SPACIOUS FIVE BEDROOM COLONIAL GRACIOUSLY
SET ON A TREE-LINED STREET

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM
438 NORTH CHESTNUT STREET

Immaculate and charming is this spacious Colonial situated in a quiet
neighborhood offering 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, an updated Kitchen
with breakfast bar, formal Dining Room & Living Room with
fireplace and built-ins, Den, Mudroom and Laundry Room, hardwood
floors, close to downtown Westfield and NYC transportation.
Offered for $649,900.

Charming Westfield Colonial ideal for entertaining. Formal Dining
Room and Living Room with wood burning fireplace, sun filled Den,
spacious & updated Eat-in Kitchen, hardwood floors and new
windows, Recroom and wine cellar in basement, new deck
overlooking rear yard. Walk to town and Wilson elementary school.
Offered for $650,000.

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

• Top Sales & Top Dollar Volume: Month of January
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Alan Rubin
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Alan Rubin in, and he’ll bring results!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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UC Torah Center Reveals
Schedule of Classes
WESTFIELD – Several classes will
take place at the Union County Torah
Center, located at 418 Central Avenue in Westfield.
“The Joy of Yiddish (Level 2)” will
begin on February 22 and continue
for six consecutive Wednesdays
through March 29. Each session will
be held from 8 to 9 p.m.
Taught by Rabbi Yisroel Zell, the
class will enable participants to become acquainted with the Yiddish
language through discussion, stories
and famous Yiddish expressions. Although some experience is helpful,
this course is open to novices as well.
Registration is $30.
A seven-week course in reading
Hebrew, “Read the Haggadah in Hebrew This Year,” will be taught by
Rabbi Noam Lichtman. Two sessions

will be offered: Sundays, February
26 through April 2, from 9:15 to 10:30
a.m. and Thursdays, February 23
through April 6, from 7:45 to 9 p.m.
Registration is $50.
Rabbi Levi Block of the Torah Center will present a free three-week
course on Megillat Esther on Tuesdays, February 21 through March 7,
from 8 to 9 p.m.
Fruma Wilschansky will continue
her class for women on Tuesdays
from noon to 1 p.m. Ms. Wilschansky
teaches practical and relevant spiritual lessons from the Torah that can
be applied to daily life. There is no
charge for this class.
To register or for more information, please call the Torah Center at
(908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Auditor during 2006; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January l0, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. l9:44A-20.A, et seq., known as
the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions
and Expenditures Reporting Act”, which
established a fair and open process for the
award of certain contracts with a value in
excess of $l7,500.00 per year, where those
contracts are not subject to public bidding
or competitive contracting under the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (l0) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council has evaluated the proposals on the basis of being the most
advantageous to the Township of Scotch
Plains, price and other factors being considered; and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered
as to each proposal:
l) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract.
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, as follows,
based upon the aforesaid evaluation:
That Suplee, Clooney & Co. is hereby
appointed as Township Auditor for the
year 2006.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: February 14, 2006
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $45.90

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of an Assistant Attorney during 2006; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January l0, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. l9:44A-20.A, et seq., known as
the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions
and Expenditures Reporting Act”, which
established a fair and open process for the
award of certain contracts with a value in
excess of $l7,500.00 per year, where those
contracts are not subject to public bidding
or competitive contracting under the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (l0) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council has evaluated the proposals on the basis of being the most
advantageous to the Township of Scotch
Plains, price and other factors being considered; and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered
as to each proposal:
l) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract.
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, as follows,
based upon the aforesaid evaluation:
That Lawrence A. Woodruff, Esq. is
hereby appointed as Assistant Township
Attorney for the year 2006.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: February 14, 2006
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $45.90

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Thursday, February 16, 2006

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on February 13,
2006, the Board adopted the following
Resolutions:
Glenn Koleda for 2270 Westfield Avenue, Block 3201, Lot 21, approval of a
minor subdivision of one lot into two conforming lots.
Peter Ng, for 1811 East Second Street,
Block 1104, Lot 2, denied a waiver of site
plan and change of use.
The files pertaining to these applications are in the Office of the Planning
Board and available for public inspection
during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:
BID FOR:
B07-03 TRAINER- HEALTH
SUPPLIES FOR THE 20062007 SCHOOL YEAR
BIDS DUE:
MARCH 20, 2006 AT 1:00 PM
The bids will be received at the Administration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.
Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be secured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Education assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.
The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education. No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable
requirements
of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regulations of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).
BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.
By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.
Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader
Fee: $52.02

GRAND OPENING
At Heather Glen in Scotch Plains, active adult homebuyers
will find spacious homes with smartly designed floorplans
that are a step up from other active adult communities.
These spacious homes of up to 2,843 square feet are
loaded with upscale standard features that include nine-foot
first floor ceilings, hardwood floors, granite countertops,
energy efficient Andersen® windows, sumptuous first floor
master suites and more. Best of all you’ll live less than two
miles from downtown Westfield and train service to
Manhattan. Heather Glen is convenient to fine shops and
boutiques, gourmet restaurants, parks, golf courses, the Mall
at Short Hills, the Garden State Parkway and Route 22.
Nearer still are on-site amenities including a pool and
clubhouse, which is scheduled to open summer 2006.
Move up to the unmatched style, design and
elegance that make Heather Glen Union County’s
premier active adult lifestyle community.

Single family homes from the low $600’s
Models open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Call 908-301-9200
Directions: from GSP take exit 135 to Central Ave. in Clark. Left at
North Ave. to first right onto Elm. At 2nd light make left onto Dudley
to first right onto Prospect. Left onto Madison to end.
Artist’s Rendering
NEW HOMES FROM:

Goods & Services You Need!
HEATING
Scott Seib
Plumbing &Heating, Inc.

~Air Conditioning
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

Page 17

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing
~Transmission
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

Serving Westfield & vicinity for 24 years
Specializing in replacing,
rebuilding & repairing steam
& hot water heating systems.

Lic. #6548
908-654-1818

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

BROKER PARTICIPATION INVITED

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

ABS Drywall
• Sheet Rock
• Spackling
• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling
• Metal Stud Framing

973-818-1366

“Big Enough to Cope,
Small Enough to Care”
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

(908) 418 2611

Crystal Clear
Aquarium &
Pond Services

Pet Sitting

You’ll Love Coming Home To a Clean House

Animals, Reptiles, Birds
Home Or Office

We provide “top to bottom” thorough cleaning
Free in-home consultation and customized estimates
We offer weekly, alternate weekly, monthly or occasional service

Pet Consultation

908-322-9989

908-245-3650
ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

We are fully bonded & insured

www.mollymaid.com

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Interior & Exterior Painting
Wall Papering
Wood Staining
Power Washing

908-249-2573
Competitive Pricing – 10% off any job
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of an Township Attorney during 2006; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January l0, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. l9:44A-20.A, et seq., known as
the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions
and Expenditures Reporting Act”, which
established a fair and open process for the
award of certain contracts with a value in
excess of $l7,500.00 per year, where those
contracts are not subject to public bidding
or competitive contracting under the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (l0) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council has evaluated the proposals on the basis of being the most
advantageous to the Township of Scotch
Plains, price and other factors being considered; and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered
as to each proposal:
l) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract.
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, as follows,
based upon the aforesaid evaluation:
That Brian J. Levine, Esq. is appointed
as Township Attorney for the year 2006.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its
Dated: February 14, 2006
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $44.88

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of an Township Risk Manager during 2006; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January l0, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. l9:44A-20.A, et seq., known as
the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions
and Expenditures Reporting Act”, which
established a fair and open process for the
award of certain contracts with a value in
excess of $l7,500.00 per year, where those
contracts are not subject to public bidding
or competitive contracting under the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (l0) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council has evaluated the proposals on the basis of being the most
advantageous to the Township of Scotch
Plains, price and other factors being considered; and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered
as to each proposal:
l) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract.
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, as follows,
based upon the aforesaid evaluation:
That Commerce Nat’l Ins. Ser. is hereby
appointed as Township Risk Manager for
the year 2006.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: February 14, 2006
TOWNHSIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $45.90

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on February 27, 2006, at Park Middle School, 580
Park Avenue at 7:30 pm in the school
auditorium to hear the application from the
County of Union and Green Meadows
Children’s Farm Co. for 1600 Cooper Road,
Block 12201, Lots 3, 27.07 and 28 (formerly Ponderosa Farm) which proposes
to lease the farm with farm-related exhibits
to Green Meadows Children’s Farm Co. to
be used as a children’s educational farm.
As the property is owned by the County of
Union, the hearing is a courtesy review for
citizen input and municipality questions
and comments.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
SPECIAL MEETING
The Westfield Planning Board will meet
at a special meeting on Thursday, March
9, 2006 in Council Chambers in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the following application for preliminary and final
major site plan approval with variances:
05-09(V) 751 CENTRAL AVENUE,
L.L.C., 751 CENTRAL AVENUE, BLOCK 4001, LOT
96.01 SEEKING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL MAJOR
SITE PLAN APPROVAL WITH
VARIANCES. APPLICANT
SEEKS TO CONSTRUCT A
THIRD STORY ON AN EXISTING TWO STORY BUILDING
AND TO CONSTRUCT A
THREE STORY ADDITION TO
THE REAR OF THE EXISTING
BUILDING, AN EXISTING DETACHED GARAGE TO BE
DEMOLISHED. PROPOSED
BUILDING WILL INCLUDE A
BANK, WITH TWO DRIVE-UP
LANES ON THE FIRST
FLOOR, COMMERCIAL AND/
OR PROFESSIOANL OFFICES ON THE SECOND
FLOOR AND THREE RESIDENTIAL APARTMENTS ON
THE THIRD FLOOR. THE
EXISTING PARKING TO BE
EXPANDED
AND
RECONFIGURED AND TO
MAKE VARIOUS OTHER IMPROVEMENTS RELATED TO
DRAINAGE, LANDSCAPING,
LIGHTING, SIGNAGE, ETC.
Applicant seeks variances from
the following provisions of the
Land Use Ordinance of the
Town of Westfield:
List of New C.40:55D70c Variances Requested:
Section 11.28G.7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance limits the height of principal buildings for mixed residential and
non-residential use to no more
then 38 feet. Applicant proposes
40 feet.
Section 11.28G.11 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance limits the coverage by all improvements to no more than 70% of
percent of the lot area. Applicant proposes 85% of lot area.
Sections 16.04E.1.b and
16.04E.2.b of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance limits
height of wall signs on the
ground floor to no more than 12
feet. Applicant proposes two
wall signs at a height of ±14
feet.
Sections 17.02A.1, 17.02B
and 17.02C Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires that
the proposed development provide at least 37, 40 or 42 offstreet parking spaces if the second floor is occupied by business/administrative, professional or medical offices. Applicant proposes 28 parking
spaces.
Section 17.03B.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance prohibits parking in street side yard.
Applicant proposes 8 spaces in
the street side yard.
Section 17.03C.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires driveways and parking
areas for non-residential uses
and zones be located 10 feet
from any property located in a
residential zone. Applicant proposes 6.55 feet.
Section 17.03C.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires driveways and parking
areas be located at least 2 feet
away from any nonresidential
property or nonresidential zone.
Applicant proposes 0.5 for parking and one foot for driveway.
Section 17.10.C of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires level of illumination not to
exceed 0.3 footcandle. Applicant proposes 0.4.
Section 17.10.H of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires light poles be set back 3
feet. From the curb face or be
placed on araised concrete
base. Applicant proposes 30
inches (2.5 feet).
Sections 17.11, 1711.A,
17.11.B and 17.11.C of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires parking areas be
screened from view and protected from damage. Applicant
proposes less screening then
required.
List of Existing Non-Conforming Zoning Conditions:
Section 11.28G.11 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance limits the coverage by all improvements to no more than 70% of
percent of the lot area. Existing
is ± 81%.
Section 17.03B.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance prohibits parking in street side yard.
Existing is 6 parking spaces in
street side yard.
Section 17.03C.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires driveways and parking
areas for non-residential uses
and zones be located 10 feet
from any property located in a
residential zone. Existing is 7.1
feet.
Variances, waivers or exceptions form
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Arthur P. Attenasio, L.L.C.
324 East Broad Street
P.O. Box 490
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
(908) 233-6013
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader Fee: $129.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:
BID FOR:
B07-04 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
SUPPLIES FOR THE
2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR
BIDS DUE:
MARCH 20, 2006 AT 2:00 PM
The bids will be received at the Administration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.
Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be secured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted. It
is understood and agreed that proposals
may be delivered before the time or at the
place specified for opening. The Board of
Education assumes no responsibility for
bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.
The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education. No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable
requirements
of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regulations of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).
BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.
By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.
Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader
Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was introduced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, on February 14, 2006. It will be further considered
for final passage, after public hearing
thereon, at a meeting of the Township
Council to be held at its meeting room in
the Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on February
28, 2006 at 8:00 P.M. During the week
prior to and up to and including the date of
such meeting copies of the full ordinance
will be available at no cost and during
regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the members of the general public
who shall request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance
follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MINI-GOLF
FACILITY AT SCOTCH HILLS
COUNTRY CLUB IN, BY AND
FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$525,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.
Purpose(s): Construction of a mini-golf
facility, including parking and other related
improvements, at Scotch Hills Country
Club.
Appropriation: $525,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $500,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $ -0Section 20 Costs: $25,000
Useful Life: 15 years
This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union
State of New Jersey
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $53.55

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of an Township Engineer and C-3 Sanitary Sewer
Operator during 2006; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January l0, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. l9:44A-20.A, et seq., known as
the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions
and Expenditures Reporting Act”, which
established a fair and open process for the
award of certain contracts with a value in
excess of $l7,500.00 per year, where those
contracts are not subject to public bidding
or competitive contracting under the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (l0) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council has evaluated the proposals on the basis of being the most
advantageous to the Township of Scotch
Plains, price and other factors being considered; and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered
as to each proposal:
l) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract.
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, as follows,
based upon the aforesaid evaluation:
That Hatch Mott MacDonald is hereby
appointed as Township Engineer and C-3
Sanitary Sewer Operator for the year 2006.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: February 14, 2006
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T- 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
MARCH 2, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeals:
Oscar Garrido for an amendment to his
Temporary Operating Permit in order to
allow an additional vehicle with livery plates
to be parked at the property located at
1550 Front Street (Block 00201, Lot 05),
Scotch Plains. Permission, if granted, is
pursuant to Section 23-4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance allowing for temporary permission.
Michael and Joan Caramico for a Variance in order to permit the installation of
an in-ground pool at the property located
at 2 Balfour Lane (Block 14901, Lot
10.02), Scotch Plains, contrary to the following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4D whereby minimum
side- and rear-yard setback required for
in-ground pools is thirty (30) feet; proposed: approximately twenty-two (22) feet.
Pantaleao and Maria Rebimbas for a
Use Variance in order to permit the addition of a detached two-car garage at the
property located at 2072 Mountain Avenue (Block 2701, Lot 07), Scotch Plains,
contrary to the following section of the
Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-6.1a.3 whereby “no nonconforming use may be expanded.” The
two-family dwelling at the subject property
is a pre-existing non-conforming use. The
proposed garage constitutes an expansion of that use and requires a Use Variance.
8:30 p.m.:
Cumberland Farms, Inc., a non-conforming use in the R-2 residential zone, for
a Use Variance and Site Plan Approval in
conjunction with the proposed improvements to the existing service station, including the installation of a canopy, at the
property located at 2660 Route 22 @
Mountain Avenue (Block 5503, Lot 1),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-6.1(3) whereby “no non-conforming use may be expanded.”
Applicant is also requesting any and all
variances and waivers deemed to be necessary at the time of hearing.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The files pertaining to these applications are in the Office of the Zoning Board
of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Scotch Plains, and are available for public
inspection during regular office hours.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 2/16/06, The Times
Fee: $58.65
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GSWRC Theater Event
Now Set For Feb. 26

PRIZE WINNER…Mark Barkalaw, center, of Young Paint and Varnish in
Fanwood is presented with a check for $2,290 as the first prize winner in the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club’s Community 50/50 Raffle. Pictured with
him are John Perotta, Raffle Chairman, left, and Club President Dwight Leeper.

Rotary Club Announces
Annual Raffle Winners
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
recently held its drawing for the annual Community 50/50 Raffle. The
total collected was $11,450, with
funds distributed as follows:
Mark Barkalaw of Young Paint
and Varnish in Fanwood won first
prize, receiving a check for $2,290.
The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and
Joe D’Annunzio of Scotch Plains
won second prize, each receiving
$1,450. Union County Youth Rugby
and Paul Slein won third prize, each
receiving $572.50.
The other half of the Rotary Club
Community 50/50 Raffle Fund is
being distributed to: the Rotary
Club’s “Frazee House” restoration

of the historic Scotch Plains building; the David Ringle Scholarship
Fund, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, Resolve Community Counseling, the Fanwood Community
Foundation, CONTACT We Care,
the Tiny Tim Fund and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Student Leadership Conference.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club expressed appreciation
to all who supported the annual
event. The club meets at noon on
Wednesdays at Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains. For more
information, please call Membership Chairman Dr. Dick Dobyns at
(908) 322-5986.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-16933-05
FILE NO. 47802-6

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Monday, March 6, 2006 in Council
Chambers in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and
consider the following application:
L & L Waffles Enterprises, L.L.C. (the
“Applicant”) proposes to convert a portion
of the existing first floor space of the building located at 20 Prospect Street, Westfield,
New Jersey to a coffeehouse and bistro
which serves food, with a seating capacity
of 43 people and is seeking final Site Plan
approval from the Planning Board of the
Town of Westfield, to allow said conversion. Said premises are also known as Lot
No. 21 Block 3105 on the Tax Map of the
Town of Westfield and are located in the
Central Business District (CBD Zone).
In connection with said application for
Final Site Plan Approval, the Applicant, is
also seeking variances from the following
provisions of the Land Use Ordinance of
the Town of Westfield:
1. Section 1702C7S of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires 14 parking spaces based on use. Applicant proposes no parking spaces.
2. Section 17.02C7S of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires 27 parking spaces based on the gross floor area.
Applicant proposes no parking spaces.
Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Arthur Attenasio, L.L.C.
324 East Broad Street
P.O. Box 490
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
(908) 233-6013
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader
Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-3450-05
FILE NO. 8855-05
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ROBERT KYLE;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 US Highway 46
West, DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07834,
an Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which R.E. INVESTMENTS, LLC.
is the plaintiff and MELVA SOLIS, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F3450-05 within thirty-five (35) days after
February 16, 2006 exclusive of such date.
If you fail to answer or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be rendered against you for relief
demanded in the Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-3534715 - Legal Services Office 908-3544340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
91-327, recorded on 10/5/1994, made by
JAMES P. ALLEN , Collector of Taxes of
PLAINFIELD, and State of New Jersey to
CITY OF PLAINFIELD and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, R.E. INVESTMENTS,
LLC. This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 11 BLOCK
313 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD. and concerns premises
commonly known as 187-91 NORTH AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.
YOU, ROBERT KYLE, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on November 4, 1991, a judgment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Union County by Robert Kyle
against Michael Morings disclosing a debt
in the amount of $185.54 plus costs. Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No.
DJ-122396-1991. Said judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: February 10, 2006
Donald F. Phelan,Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader
Fee: $63.24

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
PATRICIA E. GONZALEZ; RAQUEL
PORRATA; ALEXANDRA MELENDEZ;
YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and
required to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint filed in a civil action in
which RTCP Associates, A New Jersey
Limited Partnership is plaintiff and Richard
A. Gonzalez and Patricia E. Gonzalez, his
wife, et al. are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, within 35
days after February 16, 2006, exclusive of
such date. If you fail to do so, judgment by
default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court, Hughes Justice Complex, CN-971,
Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in accordance with the rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure. You are further advised that if
you are unable to obtain an attorney you
may communicate with the New Jersey
State Bar Association or Lawyer Referral
Service of the county of venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the county of venue. The names
and telephone numbers of such agencies
are as follows:
New Jersey State Bar Association: (732)
249-5000.
Lawyer Referral Service: (908) 3534715.
Legal Service: (908) 354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certificate:
(1) #5136 dated April 6, 1998 made by
Robert A. Mack, Collector of Taxes of the
City of Elizabeth, County of Union, and
State of New Jersey, to RTCP Associates,
A New Jersey Limited Partnership (listed
as RTCP Associates, LP on the face of the
certificate) and covers real estate located
at 113 Livingston Street in the City of
Elizabeth, County of Union and State of
New Jersey, known as Lot 608 W02 (on
tax search) (Lot 608 on tax sale certificate), Block 2, as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
City of Elizabeth.
(2) #005699 dated June 11, 1999 made
by Robert A. Mack, Collector of Taxes of
the City of Elizabeth, County of Union, and
State of New Jersey, to KTC Investors and
covers real estate located at 113 Livingston
Street in the City of Elizabeth, County of
Union and State of New Jersey, known as
Lot 608 W02 (on tax search) (Lot 608 on
tax sale certificate), Block 2, as shown on
the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of City of Elizabeth. By assignment dated December 28, 2000, said certificate was assigned to RTCP Associates, A New Jersey Limited Partnership,
which assignment was recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of Union County on June 27,
2001, in book 1238 of assignments, page
289.
YOU, PATRICIA E. GONZALEZ, are
made a defendant in the above entitled
action because you are one of the record
owners of the property being foreclosed.
The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defendants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint, a copy of which will be furnished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above mentioned address.
YOU, RAQUEL PORRATA, are made a
defendant in the above entitled action because on September 1, 1992 you entered
a judgment in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Child Support Index, Atlantic
County, against Richard Gonzalez, for a
debt of $(none stated-continuing child support judgment). Docket No. J-2514411991. Case No. CS80170500A. The nature of which and the reason that you and
each of you are joined as defendants is set
forth with particularity in the Complaint, a
copy of which will be furnished you on
request addressed to the attorneys of the
plaintiff at the above mentioned address.
YOU, ALEXANDRA MELENDEZ, are
made a defendant in the above entitled
action because on April 2, 2004 you entered a judgment in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Child Support Index, Essex
County, against Richard Gonzalez, for a
debt of $(none stated-continuing child support judgment). Docket No. J-0581242004. Case No. CS30452601A.
DATED: February 16, 2006
DONALD F. PHELAN, CLERK
Superior Court of New Jersey
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader Fee: $103.02

WESTFIELD – Due to inclement
weather this past weekend, the Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC), Inc.’s Theater Party will
now be held on Sunday, February 26.
Members of the community are
invited to support the GSWRC by
purchasing tickets to see the Broadway musical Jesus Christ Superstar
at the Cranford Dramatic Club, located at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford.
Doors will open at 2 p.m. for a gift
basket silent auction, and the curtain
will rise at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30 per
person, with all proceeds benefiting
the programs and services GSWRC
provides to nearly 11,000 girl and
adult members.
For further information or to purchase tickets, please contact Vicki
O’Donnell at the council service center at (908) 232-3236, extension no.
1221, or at vodonnell@gswrc.com.
Founded in 1957, GSWRC serves
24 communities throughout Central
Jersey. The council Service Center
and adjoining full service shop are
located at 201 Grove Street, East, in
Westfield. Information is available
online at www.westfieldnj.com/
girlscouts.

Scotch Plains Lions
Set Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a pancake breakfast on Sunday,
March 5, at the Scotch Hills Country
Club at Jerusalem Road and Plainfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast,
from 8 a.m. until noon, will include
pancakes, eggs, ham and sausage, as
well as juice, coffee, tea and milk. The
cost for the breakfast is $6; children
under age six will be admitted for free.
This event is one of the Scotch
Plains Lions Club’s many fundraisers,
the proceeds of which are distributed
to local charities, community activities and many area organizations that
serve the blind and visually impaired.
Tickets may be purchased at the
door or in advance from a Lions Club
member. For more information on
the Scotch Plains Lions Pancake
Breakfast, please call Pancake Breakfast Chairman Ron Kelly at (908)
753-8218.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-2180-06
FILE NO. XCZ 66688
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KIM DURHAM, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092-0024, telephone number 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the
Complaint and Amendment To Foreclosure Complaint filed in a civil action, in
which U.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for Home Equity Loan Trust
2004HE7, by Saxon Mortgage Services
Inc. as its attorneyinfact is plaintiff, and
WALTER LEE DURHAM, JR., et al., are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County, and bearing Docket F-2180-06
within thirty-five (35) days after 02/16/2006
exclusive of such date, or if published after
02/16/2006, (35) days after the actual date
of such publication, exclusive of such date.
If you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint and Amendment To Foreclosure Complaint. You shall
file your Answer and proof of service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
together with your check in the sum of
$135.00 representing the filing fee in accordance with the rules of civil practice
and procedure.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage
dated 07/16/2004 made by Walter Lee
Durham, Jr. as mortgagors, to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for WMC Mortgage Corporation
recorded on 07/27/2004 in Book 10777 of
Mortgages for Union County, Page 0297
which Mortgage was assigned to the
plaintiff, U.S. Bank National Association,
as Trustee for Home Equity Loan Trust
2004-HE7, by Saxon Mortgage Services
Inc. as its attorneyinfact by Assignment Of
Mortgage which is unrecorded at this time;
and (2) to recover possession of, and
concerns premises commonly known as
63 Westervelt Avenue, Plainfield, NJ
07060.
If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jersey Bar Association by calling 732-2495000. You may also contact the Lawyer
Referral Service of the County of venue by
calling 908-353-4715. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with
the Legal Services office of the County of
venue by calling 908-354-4340.
KIM DURHAM, her heirs, devisees, and
personal representatives, and her, their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest is made a party defendant to this
foreclosure action by reason of a certain
judgment entered in the Office of the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey bearing judgment number J-227696-1994 on
03/17/94, wherein you, KIM DURHAM are
the judgment creditor and WALTER
DURHAM is the judgment debtor and for
any lien, claim or interest you may have in,
to or against the mortgaged premises..
KIM DURHAM, her heirs, devisees, and
personal representatives, and her, their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest is made a party defendant to this
foreclosure action by reason of a certain
judgment entered in the Office of the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey bearing judgment number J-206757-1996 on
11/06/96, wherein you, KIM DURHAM are
the judgment creditor and WALTER
DURHAM is the judgment debtor and for
any lien, claim or interest you may have in,
to or against the mortgaged premises..
Donald F. Phelan, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 2/16/06, The Leader
Fee: $88.23
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They don’t make them like this
anymore…and get away with it, that
is. So consider director Roger
Donaldson’s film about senior citizen speed fiend Burt Munro the exception that proves the rule. Unabashedly sentimental, devoutly quirky and
brimming with enough goodwill to
make a holy man blush, The World’s
Fastest Indian tells an inspirational
yarn without forcing you to OD on a
ton of molasses in the bargain.
The film equivalent of comfort
food, its sweet-souled recipe calls
first for a little of Harry and Tonto
(1974) and a smidgen of Alice Doesn’t
Live Here Anymore (1974). To this
road movie outline, joyfully whisk in
the true tale of a never-say-die motorcyclist determined to break the world
speed record for his class. And then,
just to be sure your effort rises to the
occasion, add Anthony Hopkins as
the intrepid protagonist, New Zealand
accent and all.
It’s the sort of uplifting memoir
Disney might have put out during its
golden age. Of course they’d of
trimmed away a couple of politely
bawdy relationships and a few other
PG-13 indiscretions. Lovable Burt, it
seems, was a quick old coot even
when he wasn’t on his motorcycle.
But we’re glad writer-director
Donaldson lets stand the personal
subtext. How Mr. Munro interacts
with supporters, detractors and the
numerous odd ducks he meets on his
journey from Invercargill, New
Zealand, to the Bonneville Salt Flats
makes an endearing complement to
the stirring action. Plus, it’s probably
just as important to an understanding
of his winning ways.
Plainly, we like this old guy. His
integrity, self-assuredness and working class ethics are the stuff of which
real heroes are made. And Anthony
Hopkins brings him to life in the way
that only he and few other thespians
could. Twenty minutes into the story
there is no actor, only Burt Munro,
living in a garage way Down Under
with his beloved Indian…the chariot
he’s determined to drive to his destiny.
As edification for the non-motorminded, note that an Indian was/is a
motorcycle once considered the crème
de la crème of the two-wheeled per-

suasion. Made in Springfield, Massachusetts, many considered it superior
to its main American rival, the Harley
Davidson. As such, it commands a
near mythical status.
Cinematographer David Gribble
quickly captures the aura in the opening scene, focusing on the maroon
machine with which Burt shares his
humble digs. He pans across the
shelves full of spare parts, the memorabilia and the rudimentary tools used
to modify the bike. As any gearhead
knows, this is a holy place.
Filmmaker Donaldson’s script is
otherwise tight, inventive and relatively free of dramatic ploys. However, one can’t ignore this seemingly
endless queue of good Samaritans
willing to share in Burt’s eccentric
vision.
They don’t care that the odds against
Burt’s mission are overwhelming. It
doesn’t matter that he is well past 60,
has virtually no money, and wants to
ride a 35-year-old motorcycle over
200 miles per hour. If you were to
play Devil’s advocate, they’d seem a
tad Pollyanna. Admittedly, it challenges the inner critic’s objectivity.
But you see, there’s something else
going on here.
Inveigling its way into your heart,
The World’s Fastest Indian quickly
co-opts the viewer. Its ambition becomes yours. It turns into a friend.
And just as employers prefer to hire
friends, more often than not overlooking their shortcomings, this real
charmer readily earns our dispensation. To staunchly demand complete
authenticity in this instance would be
the filmgoing equivalent of biting off
your nose to spite your face.
Cynics will disagree. But when’s
the last time they had a reverie worth
watching? It’s all about relating and
imagining. Obsessions filmed right,
as is the case here, are emotionally
transferable. Which means that catching a ride on The World’s Fastest
Indian will more than likely whoosh
you to reflections of your own cherished passions.
*******
The World’s Fastest Indian, rated
PG-13, is a Magnolia Pictures release
directed by Roger Donaldson and stars
Anthony Hopkins, Aaron Murphy and
Annie Whittle. Running time: 127
minutes.

Openings Still Available for
Horseback Riding Lessons
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s Watchung Stable is busy
preparing for the start of spring riding
lessons.
Registration began in early January,
and while intermediate classes have
filled up fast, space is still available for
beginners. All applicants must be nine
years of age or older. Class and troop
assignments are based upon riding
ability as determined by the stable
management. Applicants with previous experience may be asked to demonstrate their riding ability in order to
be placed in the appropriate class.
Classes are held Tuesdays through
Saturdays. Spring troop will last 10
weeks beginning March 17 and will
culminate with the Spring Troop
Horse Show.
The Watchung Stable also features
adult lessons for people 18 years of
age and older beginning the week of
March 19. Classes for adults are avail-

Theater Project Hosts
Comedy Yes, Deer
CRANFORD – The Theater
Project, Union County College’s
Professional Theater Company, is
continuing its series of free
performances of new plays on
Saturday afternoon, February 18, at 3
p.m. with a staged reading of Yes,
Deer by Loretta Napolitano.
Yes, Deer is a romantic comedy about
a New Jersey couple that dearly loves
each other but can’t come to terms over
the deer in their own backyard.
The presentation will be followed
by a discussion with the playwright,
director, actors and audience in the
Union County College atrium in the
student commons, 1033 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford. Admission is free.
For more information, call 908 6595189.

SP Grad Salisbury
Explores Death Valley
SCOTCH PLAINS – Allyson
Salisbury of Scotch Plains was one of
11 Susquehanna University students
who explored Death Valley National
Park in California this winter. The
group, led by Dr. Andrew Kozlowski,
assistant professor of earth and environmental science at the university,
was composed of members of the
Geo Club and Outdoors Club.
The outdoor enthusiasts chose
Death Valley as the destination for
their educational experience because
of its geological features. The students explored various geological
sites and took turns presenting information about those sites to the rest of
the group. They also hiked up canyons and studied the geological features of the valley.
Allyson, a sophomore Environmental Science major, is a 2004 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and is the daughter of Brian
and Connie Salisbury.

able on Sundays at 12:45 p.m., Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and Wednesdays at
7:30 p.m.
The cost to participate begins at
$200 for 10 classes and varies with
Union County residency status and
troop assignment. Uniforms and helmets are required and must be provided at the rider’s expense. Registration forms and fees must be submitted
in-person at the Watchung Stable,
which is located at 1160 Summit Lane
in Mountainside. Office hours are 9
a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. daily.
For further information, and to obtain registration materials, call (908)
789-3665.

Teen Arts Touring
Exhibit on Display
AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders is sponsoring
the Teen Arts Touring Exhibit at the
Elizabethtown Gas Company, 1085
Morris Avenue in Union until March 9.
The exhibit consists of 44 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 visual art works shown at the 2005
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College.
From Mountainside, Deerfield
School’s Gabriel Rodrigues and
Michael Yang were among those
whose artwork was chosen.
In Scotch Plains, representing Union
CountyVo-Tech were Xavier Rodriguez
and Ahliyah Walker. Also, the artwork
of Angel Diaz from Hillcrest Academy
was recognized. Student work from
Westfield included that of Edison Intermediate School’s Geoff Stribling and
Lauren Poluszney. Westfield’s Mike
Dermek of Beadleston High School
was chosen as well.

Book Store To Hold
Meet-and-Greet Events
WESTFIELD – To help fight the
winter chill, The Town Book Store of
Westfield is hosting two very different
meet-and-greet book signings this
weekend. On Saturday, February 25,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., New Jersey
author Karla Baker will be in the store
to promote her new book, “Sugar &
Spice with a Teaspoon of Vanilla Extract.”
This collection of short stories hits
upon many women’s issues including low self-esteem, molestation,
drug-addiction, domestic violence,
possessiveness, infidelity, biracial
relationship, confidence/arrogance,
identity crisis and more.
Then, from 2 to 4 p.m., Westfield
native Robert Palmer will be signing
copies of his new novel, “Patriot
James.” The book questions: how far
will a woman go to fight terrorism
and how should a civilized society
fight terrorism?
If you are unable to attend these
events, call and reserve an
autographed copy. To answer any
questions, call The Town Book Store
at (908) 233-3535.

“Girl Before A Mirror,” Suss used
collage to express the physical and
WATCHUNG – Suffering through emotional impact of breast cancer, as
and, in many cases, surviving breast well as offering thanks to her huscancer encompassed a truly evoca- band, family and friends for their
tive and emotional exhibition at the support and love.
Also worth mentioning were
Watchung Arts Center (WAC),
JoEllen Trilling’s vibrant acrylic on
“Breast Cancer: An Artist’s View.”
canvas,
Held in the
“Prayers
facility’s Upper
from Earth,”
Gallery, breast
($500) which
cancer survivor
depicted
Clara
Liss
w i n g e d
M a n h e i m
hearts and
curated the exhivines with the
bition, which inletters spellcludes 29 artists
ing breast
representing dicancer interverse and uncontwined in
ventional media.
separate
While each
places on the
piece was procanvas.
vocative in its
Printed cards
own way, some
of the paintwere true standing are $5
outs, including
each.
Mikel Frank’s oil
Located at
and pencil on
JoEllen Trilling, “Prayers from Earth,”
18 Stirling
paper, “One in
acrylic on canvas.
Road
in
the
Hand”
Wa t c h u n g ,
($500). The profound sorrow in the hollowed eyes “Breast Cancer: An Artist’s View”
found in this portrait drew me across will be displayed through Sunday,
March 5. A closing reception will be
the room.
Nearby, SK Duff’s “Ocean of held that day from 2 to 5 p.m., with a
Tears,” ($1,000) a construction/in- staged reading of a play about breast
stallation with fabric containing cancer, For Tiger Lilies Out Of Seasealed bags of “tears” was a moving son by Dr. Andrea Green. The play
haiku with phrases like “She lives for will be performed by Avenue Theatre
today as that may be all lies ahead of Maplewood.
Gallery hours are 1 to 4 p.m.
before spring.” A soiled and tattered
pillow hangs in the center of the dis- from Tuesday to Saturday, and
play with a pinned tress of auburn Thursdays from 1 to 7 p.m. For
more information or directions, call
hair.
753-0190
or
visit
In a short statement, the artist ex- (908)
plains, “The installation represents www.watchungarts.org.
the painful art of not just the suffering
from the disease, but the feeling that
loved ones also face as they watch
their wives, mothers, daughters, sisters and friends confront breast cancer.”
The patient’s painful emotion and
fear translated eloquently in a mixed
media sculpture, “Angst” ($500) by
Amy Charmatz. And, a fabric quilt/
screen print, “Bad Hair Day” ($650) by
fabric artist Rayna Gillman spelled out
some of the sentiments experienced by
breast cancer patients and survivors.
Stamped repeatedly throughout the
vivid quilt were phrases like “Who am
I?,” “The cruelest memory of a woman’s
face,” “mammography” and “left breast,
right breast.”
Ellen Hanauer offered two acrylic
By CAROL F. DAVIS
pieces, “Woman of the Scar Clan”
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
($1,200), which depicted a woman
The Spring 2006 New Jersey Film
Festival is taking place now through
April 23, at Rutgers University. Included this season are a variety of
new international films, American
independent features, short subjects,
classic revivals and cutting-edge
documentaries and experimental
films. An important highlight of the
season is the 18th anniversary of the
United States Super 8 Film & Digital
Video Festival, the longest running,
nationally recognized, juried 8mm
Film/Video Festival in North
America. Admission is $5 - $8. For
B.J. Kaufman, “Reconstructed Breast: schedules, directions, and a complete
listing, call (732) 932-8482 or log
I am still beautiful,” mixed media.
onto: www.njfilmfest.com.
*******
nursing the scars of a removed breast,
The Community Theatre in
and “Seer of Fear” ($1,200) where
the figure was shown in an almost Morristown will present Urban Bush
fetal position sucking her toe. Both Women on Friday, February 24. The
paintings were done in contrasting performance is a combination of
colors of blues and yellows and blues dance, music and text as they explore
the transformation of struggle and
and oranges.
Suspended from the gallery ceiling suffering of African-Americans into
was “Reconstructed Breast: I am still an expression of the joy of survival.
beautiful” by B.J. Kaufman. Stained Admission is $25- $37. For informaglass, chains of varying sizes, painted tion, call (973) 539-8008 or visit:
wire often in a honeycomb or webbed www.communitytheatrenj.org. Repattern and other diverse materials duced admission is available for this
were the ingredients used to catch the and for the Film Festival above if you
are a Jersey Arts Ticket cardholder.
audience’s attention.
Two gallery windows were adorned
*******
with long pink ribbons and paper
On Sunday, February 26 at 3:00 p.m.,
Ginko leaves imprinted with the Crescent Concerts will present Fournames those impacted by the disease. Hand Fiesta with Paul Kueter and
Created by Francesca Azzara, Carolle-Ann Mochernuk on the newly
“Women I know Women they know,” acquired Baldwin 9-foot concert grand
was a breakaway construction, and piano and the already existing Steinway
each ribbon cost $5.
grand piano. The practice of two people
The lyrics of “Run For Life” by playing music together on one piano
rock star Melissa Etheridge came to has been around since a teenaged Mozart
life in a truly innovative paper carou- (1756-1791) and his sister Nannerl
sel book by Vasileki Birrell entitled toured Europe, entertaining royalty in
“Run for your Life.” Etheridge’s lyr- their palaces. This performance will
ics were printed out below as the take place at the Crescent Avenue Presbook spun above with paper figures byterian Church on East 7th Street and
of women determined to fight breast WatchungAvenue. Park across the street
cancer and win.
in Swain’s Gallery lot. Tickets are $15
Ms. Manheim presented several - $20. Call for information: (908) 756unique pieces, including a computer 2468.
generated ink jet on fabric display,
*******
“After the Mammoth Falls,” which
The
26th
Annual
Doll and Teddy
was eclectic and embellished with
beads and other materials. She also Bear Show will take place on Saturimpressed with the mixed media piece day, February 25, at the Somerset
“Shocked,” which swirled with emo- County 4-H Center, from 10 a.m.
tion and fluorescent colors as the bare until 3:30 p.m. The exhibition and
figure seemed to look beyond the sale will feature antique and collectible dolls, teddy bears and accessocanvas to support.
Lisa Suss offered 12 smaller pieces ries, as well as an appraiser (for a $5
detailing in mixed media a year with fee), refreshments, and a competition
breast cancer. Based on Picasso’s (for a $2 fee). The center is located at
310 Milltown Road in Bridgewater.
Admission is $3.50, but mention you
New Column: Home
saw the ad and you’ll get in for $3.
And Garden Inquiries For information, call (609) 466-8005.
Remodeling your kitchen or bath
*******
and unsure what countertop surface
A Hungarian Wine Tasting will
to choose? Wish you could give
take place at the Stage House Restauyour property more curb appeal but
rant and Wine Bar on Friday, Februunsure how to begin? Submit your
ary 24, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $78,
home & garden questions, and The
plus tax and gratuities. You’ll get a
Leader-Times, along with our local
five-course dinner, with a modern
experts, will provide answers in an
twist on traditional Hungarian cuiupcoming new column. Send quessine, and, of course, wines to completions to cstorms@goleader.com or
ment each course. The restaurant is
editor@goleader.com
located at 366 Park Avenue in Scotch
~Christie Storms
Plains. Call (908) 322-4224.
By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
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WAC Exhibition Compels Audience
To Embrace Impact of Breast Cancer

The World’s Fastest Indian:
Outruns its Flaws
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

Thursday, February 16, 2006

THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED…Fundraising activities, such as “The Road to
Morocco” Gala, enable groups like the New Jersey Workshop for The Arts
Symphony Orchestra to perform for various community audiences. Seen here is
the orchestra, directed by Janet Lyman, performing for residents at an assisted
living center.

Local Artist Joe Ballé
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Next, fabrics are chosen from a
multitude of swatches and books.
“Then the real fun begins,” Joe joked.
“We have to make a Tech Pack, which
is really the blueprint for each garment. It tells the measurements for the
garment, different appliqués you might
be using, different buttons, what they’re
made out of, what type of graphic, and
how you’re going to apply that graphic.
Then you have to decide what type of
wash you’re going to use, what type of
stitching, what size stitch, what thread
color, how many stitches per inch…”
Joe believes Tech Packs to be the
toughest part of the job.
“If you get one thing wrong, it
could cost the company thousands of
dollars,” he explained.
Designers often have to be able to
go from initial sketch to finished product in as little as three weeks.
“It’s like working in a pressure
cooker sometimes,” Joe added.
Joe cited current trends in design
going toward a “cleaner” look.
“The urban ‘street’ look is going
out,” Joe reported. “You’re going to
see less rips in jeans and not as distressed. Neutrals and earth tones are
still popular, but small bursts of turquoise and pink pop colors like those
in the 1980’s are coming back.”
While his work at Caffeine keeps him
quite busy, Joe still hasn’t lost sight of his
dream to start his own company. He
continues to design his own contemporary menswear pieces inspired by 1950’s
hot rod culture and action sports.
He describes his style as “fashion
forward, but masculine,” and says his
meticulous detail work and attention
to stitching and seams are becoming
his signature.
Joe shared that he finds inspiration
for his designs everywhere.
“I might see a movie, a car, sculptures. Or, if I’m going out and walking
in the city, I see so many different
people and so many different styles,”
Joe explained. “You could take something you see on one person and put it
with something you saw on another.
But lots of times, it just comes from my
own head, without any inspiration.”
His favorite fabrics to work with
are leather, denim and wool blends.
He’s attracted to dark shades like
black, although he also likes to use
baby blue and red for accents.

Joe plans to market his clothing
line under the brand name “Nasty,”
and some of those designs have already appeared in magazines and trade
publications. Still, he’s not quite ready
to launch the full line yet.
“It’s just been hard to find a reputable and trustworthy investor,” Joe
said.
Joe hopes to one day design for
both men and women, inspired by the
“higher end” styles of Valentino and
Alexander McQueen.
He has also spoken at North
Plainfield High School to share career
advice with students who are interested in starting out in the business.
“Design what you would like to
wear,” Joe advised. “That makes the
whole process flow easier.”
When Joe is not designing, he unwinds with martial arts, such as
Jujitsu, in which he has a 3rd degree
black belt, and the Brazilian-style
Capoeira.
He also likes to work on cars.
“Nothing under the hood,” Joe said
with a smile. “I just like designing the
outside.”
Joe currently resides in North
Plainfield and is happy to be making
a career out of his passion.
“I love having the freedom to translate my ideas into designs, and then to
watch those designs come to fruition,” he said.
Caffeine clothing is currently sold
at department stores such as Macy’s,
Lord & Taylor and Nordstrom as well
as smaller boutiques. Those interested
in Joe’s “Nasty” designs can contact
him at JB_Design@hotmail.com.

JC Superstar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

In the last supper scene, the band
shines. On opening night, however,
there were a few moments when the
band, which is compactly nestled
under the impressive catwalk structure, overshadowed the vocalists, but
overall, the folks on the soundboard
must be masters.
The gigantic cast and crew successfully deliver a larger-than-life super show to an intimate theater like
CDC.

NJ Workshop For The Arts
Travels Road to Morocco
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, February 26, the main ballroom of the
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains will lead supporters of the arts
down “The Road to Morocco,” as the
non-profit New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts holds its annual fundraising
gala to benefit scholarships and programming.
Costumed hosts will greet attendees at the 4 p.m. cocktail hour, featuring renowned jazz pianist Ernie Scott,
who will reprise his role as Sam in a
regional New York production of
Casablanca. Mr. Scott, a veteran of
stage, screen and television, also appeared on Broadway in Paul Robeson
and The Piano Lesson.
At the conclusion of the cocktail
hour, guests will have an opportunity
to view an array of items at a Moroccan bazaar, where they may bid on
silent auction items such as a set of
three wooden camel sculptures, entertainment baskets, books, cosmetics, antique bronze candlesticks,
theme baskets and home décor items.
For the first two hours of the event,
guests may avail themselves of the
talents of Garrett Bender of Face
Benders.Com, who will try to capture
their personalities in his drawings. A
professional belly dancer will add to
the enjoyment of the festivities.
The evening also includes a traveling buffet dinner and appropriately
themed music played by the Full Count
Big Band. Additional entertainment
will be provided by Juan Pineda, from
Broadway’s Miss Saigon, the NJWA
Show Stoppers and The Little Opera
Company of New Jersey. The LOC
will be performing a scene from its
upcoming production of La Boheme.
A musical segment, starring Pineda,
Maureen Monroe and Valerie Pineda,
will pay tribute to the “Road” pictures.
During the evening, several television monitors will be showing some
of these “Road” pictures, the inspiration for the gala’s theme. “The Road
to Morocco” was a comedy released
in 1942, starring Bing Crosby, Bob
Hope, Dorothy Lamour and Anthony
Quinn. The movie received Academy
Award nominations for Best Sound,
Recording, and Best Writing, Original Screenplay. The United States
Library of Congress selected the film
to be preserved in the National Film
Registry.

A highlight of the evening will be a
live auction called by Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21). Noted for his
quick wit and humorous style, Assemblyman Bramnick is often asked
to display his inimitable auctioneering
talents at various fundraising and
charitable events. Some of the items
to be auctioned are a signed biography of Bruce Springsteen, an oriental
carpet, an airplane sightseeing tour of
lower Manhattan along the Hudson
River, an NBC guided tour, a gourmet
dinner in your home, desserts made
for a year and a prize package including theater tickets, dinner and car
transportation to New York.
A 50/50 raffle has attracted great
interest at previous galas. Raffle books
are available at the workshop office,
and the ticket holder need not be
present to win. Last year’s winner
received a prize of $2000.
Tickets for the gala are $85 per
person. For more details about the
event, visit the NJWA office at 150152 East Broad Street, Westfield, or
phone (908) 789-9696. Additional
information about the organization is
available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Affordable Housing
Important To NJ
MOUNTAINSIDE — The first
annual Artists’ Showcase sponsored
by the Friends of the Mountainside
Public Library will be held on Sunday, March 5, from noon to 4 p.m. at
the library.
This event will provide an opportunity to view and purchase art works
created by local artists. All of the art
works are original, one-of-a-kind
pieces and include oils, acrylics, watercolors, photography, sculpture,
mixed media and more. Artists from
Union, Essex and Middlesex counties will be represented. Admission is
free, and parking is plentiful and refreshments will be served to those in
attendance.
A highlight of the Artists’ Showcase will be a silent auction featuring
fine art works donated by the participating artists. The Mountainside Library is located on Constitution Plaza,
off New Providence Road. For more
information, call the library at (908)
233-0115.

Get Outta’
The House
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‘What’s The Buzz?’ CDC’s Jesus
Christ Superstar Comes To Town
CRANFORD – Jesus Christ Superstar, the controversial 1970’s rock
opera/musical that chronicles the last
week of Jesus Christ’s life, is the
Cranford Dramatic Club’s (CDC) latest spectacular musical venture spearheaded by veteran producer Liz
Howard and directed by the multitalented Jeffrey Fiorello.
The lyrics of Tim Rice and music
of Andrew Lloyd Webber are not a
biblical interpretation or a recreation
of the last seven days of Jesus, but
rather a fast-forward, lightning-paced
venue from Palm Sunday through the
crucifixion that gives the thoughts
and feelings of disciple Judas Iscariot,
who sees his hero as “just a man,”
then betrays Christ and ultimately
hangs himself in remorse.
Set in an unnamed metropolitan
city in the present time, the play’s
dramatic multi-leveled set sports posters and signs for the Gap, Coca Cola,
HBO, Nike, the golden arches and
other ubiquitous brand names.

Jesus’ disciples plaster handbills on
the graffiti-lined walls announcing that
Jesus of Nazareth is appearing in their
city live. The story is a familiar enough
one, but the updating of it with apostles
in Jesus tee shirts, dancers in camouflage fatigues and participants at the
Last Supper eating in an inner-city soup
kitchen are novel.
From the show’s electric opening number, musical director Joe Elefante, on
one of two synthesizers, sets the vibrant
tone and frenetic pace with a first-rate
cast superior in singing, dancing and
acting.
Judas, played by a classically handsome devil named Jeffrey Jackson, struts
and prances in black leather pants and
knows how to sell a song. When Judas
sees Christ shoo the moneychangers
from the temple and mobbed by the
adoring masses, he is the physical manifestation of inner turmoil. Judas is disappointed in this leader Christ who has
seemingly succumbed to popular acclaim to become a “superstar.”
Kathleen Campbell Jackson as Mary
Magdalene brings a sympathetic slant to

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REHEARSAL…Throngs of people surround Jesus, played by Juan Pascual at
CDC’s rock opera Jesus Christ Superstar. The Tim Rice/Andrew Lloyd Webber
show, under the baton of talented musical director Joe Elefante, boasts the familiar
song “I Don’t Know How to Love Him” and the title number.

Workshop For The Arts Music
Students Achieve Recognition
WESTFIELD – Several instrumental music teachers from the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Music Studio in Westfield have reported that
their students have successfully auditioned for the Central New Jersey
Music Educators Association Region
II Band, Orchestra and Chorus.
The Central Region, composed of
Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Somerset and Union
Counties, is extremely competitive,
with many talented students auditioning for very few positions in these
prestigious groups. Students prepare
for months, practicing major and chromatic scales, preparing a college-level
piece from their instrument’s repertoire and polishing their sight-reading skills.
According to NJWA Founder and
Executive Director Dr. Ted
Schlosberg, the audition, held in December at J. P. Stevens High School
in Edison yielded the following results for Music Studio students.
Alex Chartrain of Westfield, who
plays tuba, garnered second chair in
the symphonic band. Alex began playing in elementary school in the
Jefferson School Band. He also played
trombone in the Edison Intermediate
School Jazz Band and has joined the
NJWA Concert Band. At the Music
Studio, he is a student of Dr.
Schlosberg.
Matthew Forman, a junior at
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
was assigned ninth chair on trombone in the symphonic band. Active
in his school’s music program, Matt
participates in both the Concert Band
and Choir of the Upper School. He is

the founder and conductor of the
Wardlaw-Hartridge Choral Society and
is currently serving his second year as
principal trombonist in the Greater
Princeton Youth Orchestra. In his study
of the alphorn, Matt traveled to Switzerland to participate in the Alphorn Academy of Switzerland’s workshop for advanced players. At the Music Studio,
Matt is studying trombone with Tom
Avakian and French horn with Dr.
Schlosberg.
A sophomore at South Plainfield High
School, Nathanael Udell was assigned
assistant first chair on French horn in the
symphony orchestra. This is Nathanael’s
second year playing with the high school
Central Jersey Region Orchestra. He
was also part of the Intermediate Central
Jersey Orchestra for the past two years.
A student of Dr. Schlosberg, Nathanael,
who is also proficient on piano and violin, is active with the South Plainfield
High School Concert Band, Pit Orchestra, Chorus, Select Men’s Ensemble,
Orchestra and Brass Ensemble.
Clark Van Horne, a junior at Summit
High School, earned assistant first horn
in the symphonic band. He is a student
of Dr. Schlosberg.
Flute student Michael Weinberg, a
sophomore at Union County Magnet
School for Science and Technology, was
assigned fifth chair in the symphonic
band. He is a member of the NJ Youth
Symphony Orchestra Flute Forum, a
select performing group of the NJYSO
Flute Choir. Michael has played flute
for six years and has studied with NJWA
Music Studio teacher Jenny Cline for
the past two years.
The Music Studio is located at 150152 East Broad Street in Westfield. The
studio offers private music lessons to
both children and adults and provides
opportunities for area musicians to play
in its many bands, orchestras and ensembles. For more information on the
Music Studio, or any NJWA program,
call (908) 789-9696 or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

her character and poignantly interprets the familiar song, “I Don’t
Know How to Love Him.”
Juan Pascual, an untraditional
Christ in build and manner, has us
mesmerized at his first few notes.
Control, power, and versatility are
but a few words that come to mind
about this superlative vocal talent.
Frank Andrews makes an impressive Pontius Pilate in demeanor, voice and presence.
Andrews’ Pilate is a public figure who struggles with a private
reluctance to condemn an innocent man. His stage wife, Claudia,
played by Melissa Loderstedt, displays a regal and classic voice.
Also outstanding in this stellar
production is Simon, played by
strong voiced Brian Merrill, as well
as Peter daSilva, who delivers a
convincing portrayal of the one
who denies Christ three times.
In a show-stopping, comic relief number called “King Herod’s
Song,” veteran performer Bobby
Selig brings down the house.
Decked out in platform shoes and
a headpiece that would turn a Las
Vegas showgirl’s head, Selig’s
Herod irreverently asks Jesus to
“walk across my swimming pool.”
Long legged vixens Kristen Dilzel
and Nicole Krai Reddy flank Selig
in the campy scene.
Two other standouts are the tormentors, two beautiful dancers –
Aimee Andrews and Laura
Chaneski – who, with feline grace,
prowl the stage tempting Christ.
The choreographer, known only
by the initial Q, has made his mark
on this production.
The “Could We Start Again”
number, a sweet, interesting staging with constant motion of Mary,
Peter and apostles is effective and
a refreshing pace change.
Director Fiorello knows his stuff.
He not only inspires chorus members to come up with “business” to
help flesh out their characters, but
he utilizes CDC’s small space to
his advantage with the side thrusts
as two-tiered mini staging areas.
And Fiorello proves he is not
one of those directors who directs
because they can’t act.
As Annas, one of the long blackcoated priests, Fiorello’s performance is riveting because of his
stellar vocals and animated physicality.
And speaking of long black
coats, Fiorello, along with producer Liz Howard, designed the
visually dynamic costumes. Especially stunning black/white juxtaposing prevails in Act II.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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BE CAFFEINATED…Fashion designer Joe Ballé shows off his Caffeine line of clothing along with the portfolio of designs
for his own label, Nasty, during an interview at the Northside Trattoria in Westfield.

Local Artist Joseph Ballé Becomes
Caffeine Head Fashion Designer
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Early each morning, local artist Joseph Roger Ballé stands
outside the Westfield Train Station waiting for the bus to New York City. After
more than a decade of commuting for
various freelance design opportunities,
Joe now boards the 113 for a different
reason. He has been promoted to head
designer of the Caffeine Clothing Company in New York City, and his designs
have recently appeared in the fashion
guide inset of Vogue Magazine.
Joe likened his designs and those
of Caffeine in general to the popular
Diesel line of contemporary menswear, which targets males in the 2035 year range.
Joe had reportedly been doing
freelance design work for Caffeine
for only six or seven months when he
was asked to take the helm as head
designer. He is now responsible for
150 design pieces per season, a task
he says would be quite challenging if
not for his talented support staff.
According to Joe, his interest in
design dates back to early childhood
in Edison. He credits his grandfather,
John Castellano, a retired graphic artist for Blue Cross/Blue Shield, for
inspiring him.
Joe recalls being in his high chair
while his grandfather would hand him
paper towels and whatever writing
tool was available (including his
grandmother’s lipstick) to encourage
Joe to draw and create.
And draw and create he did. As
early as high school, Joe had already
started his own fashion label and trade-

WF Community Concert
Band Prepares for Year 94
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under
the direction of Maestro Thomas
Connors, is preparing for its 94th
season of music in Westfield.
This year, the community band
is initiating a spring concert performance to be held on Sunday,
April 2 at 2 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
This summer, the band will continue with its Westfield tradition of
summer concerts on the gazebo in
Mindowaskin Park. Concerts are
scheduled to take place on Thursday, June 22, June 29 and July 6,
13 and 20 at 7:30 p.m.
In preparation for those concerts,
the band is seeking experienced musicians on the trumpet, oboe, bassoon and keyboard/percussion to fill
potential vacancies. Musicians must
be available for rehearsals on
Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. at the community room in
the Westfield Municipal Building
along with the above noted concerts.
This season marks the second
season of concerts under the direction of Dr. Thomas Connors, director of Instrumental Music Studies and assistant professor of Mu-

sic Education at Kean University. Interested musicians should contact Dr.
Connors at (908) 737-4327.
For future concert updates, go to the
band’s
website
at
www.westfieldcommunityband.com.
The Westfield Recreation Department
and Bruce Kaufmann, director, sponsor
the Westfield Community Concert Band.

Teatro Sí Showcases
Mex. Beyond Mariachi
UNION – TEATRO Sí will present
“Mexico Beyond Mariachi,” a showcase of the vast cultural expression
that exists beyond the popular image
of the “Mariachi” musician. The Little
Theater at the Kean University Center in Union is the setting for this
event on Saturday, February 11 at
7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $25 for adults and $18 for
children and students and are available
by calling the Kean University box
office, located at 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union, in the lobby of the Wilkins
Theatre, at (908) 737-7469. Purchase
online at www.WilkinsTheatre.com.
For more information call TEATRO Sí
at 908-301-9496 or online at
www.TeatroSi.com.

marked his name.
“I just didn’t see anything I liked to
wear in stores,” Joe told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times. “So I started making
my own clothes.”
Soon fellow students were not only
inquiring about Joe’s designs, but
were willing to pay for them. His
Tough Guys clothing line was born,
consisting mostly of casual jeans,

After high school, Joe attended the
Fashion Institute of Technology in
New York City, majoring in Menswear Design. Upon graduating, he
began his decade-long freelance career in fashion and graphic design,
determined to find work in his field
with no job being too small.
During that time, Joe met brothers
Tim and Chris Boyle, owners of the
Northside Trattoria in Westfield. They
reportedly sympathized with Joe’s
predicament of needing a job that
provided steady income, but also requiring flexible hours so he could
continue to pursue his career as a
designer.
“They basically agreed to help the
starving artist while he chased his
dream,” Joe remarked, adding that he
and the Boyles remain great friends.
While he was waiting tables at the
Northside Trattoria, Joe’s design career began to take off, landing him
freelance positions with companies
like Victoria Royal Eveningwear,
Panzai, Gorilla Wear, C Life and Red
Snap, several of whom design for
celebrities.
Joe has had the opportunity to meet
and design for Christopher Walken
(suits), Arnold Schwarzenegger (active wear), and the cast of the television show Orange County Choppers
(graphic designs).
His current company, Caffeine, has
designed for the Black Eyed Peas
music group and provided clothing
for Jesse Metcalfe to wear during his
stint as John the gardener on the television show Desperate Housewives.
Joe described the tedious process
that each design goes through before
it actually reaches the stores.
“With men’s clothing, the challenge
is that it’s not easy to keep reinventing jeans and a t-shirt,” he said.
The process begins with Joe’s own
pencil sketches for basic concepts,
which are then shown to the owners
of the company. From there, it’s
loaded into Adobe Photoshop and
Illustrator where he can experiment
with colorways and details.
Joe explained that final choices are
often based on how well certain colors and styles did in previous seasons.
“If it’s been a hot seller, we might
do something similar, but update it,”
Joe added.

ZOOT SUIT RIOT...Joe Ballé’s designs for Caffeine Clothing Company
appeared in Zoot Magazine.

sweaters and shirts.
Joe was also working part-time at T
& A Skate Shop in Edison. The owner
was so impressed with Joe’s clothing
concepts, he offered to carry the line
in his store.

Westfield Galleries
Hosts Cultural Events
WESTFIELD – On February 8, the
professional design, group, the American Society of Interior Designers
(ASID) NJ Chapter, held an event
hosted by the new Westfield Galleries
at 270 East Broad Street. A musical
presentation by cellist Carl Baron
paralleled the lecture given in the
latter part of the evening’s program.
The second part of the event was a
presentation by the expert educator,
Vivian Gordon of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York, on the
“Birth of Impressionism and Post-Impressionism in France”. Sy Mayerson,
ASID chairman and a principal member of the gallery, gave a tour of the
gallery’s collection during the evening.

Troop 77 Places Third
In Klondike Derby

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Tickets On Sale For
Jesus Christ Superstar

WESTFIELD – The Watchung
Mountain District of Patriots’ Path
Council of Boy Scouts of America held
its annual Klondike Derby in the
Watchung Reservation circle on January 28, during which Troop No. 77
from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield placed third in the scout class.
While it was hoped the area would
resemble the snowy Klondike Region,
temperatures that day began in the mid 30s
and eventually neared 60. Despite a lack of
snow, the scouts were given permission to
pull their sleds on the grass. The race was
well attended with 18 troops, 27 sleds, 193
scouts and many adults helping out.

WESTFIELD – Tickets for the
Westfield High School spring musical, Jesus Christ Superstar, are now
on sale. A cast of 40 student actors
will present this story of the last days
of Jesus Christ as seen through the
eyes of Judas.
Performances are Thursday, March
2, 7 p.m., at $8; Friday and Saturday,
March 3 and 4, at 8 p.m., at $10. All
seats are reserved. Tickets can be purchased from cast and crewmembers
and by calling (908) 789 4549, extension no. 2.

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS

YOGA

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS MARCH 6

S
ASSE
24 CL WEEK
PER E 1988
SINC

FREE

Introductory
Class
Saturday, February 25 @ 12:30 pm
Wednesday, March 1 @ 8:30 pm
or by appointment

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

Monday February 27, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday March 2, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday March 4, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday March 6 from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC

94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD • (908) 789-6426

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com
SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

