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No matter where you go, your personal Town Bank accounts are just a click away. Our FREE online
banking provides easy access to information about your accounts when it’s convenient for you.

View account balances • Transfer funds between accounts

View account history • Pay bills* • Reconcile statements
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Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CSA
Disability Income Specialist

For more than 145 years, Northwestern Mutual and its products have quietly

earned a most enviable reputation. Today, only Northwestern Mutual

Financial Network representatives can offer access to its life insurance

products, plus the know-how of specialists.

Isn’t it time you had a Quiet Conversation™ with Jeff Rembisz?

Call today for a free, no-obligation consultation.

Complete coverage for
your financial future.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CUBS AND FUN...Cub scouts from Den 8 in Westfield visit the offices of The
Westfield Leader and The Times on the afternoon of February 9 to learn how
newspapers are created.

Golf Courses Privatization,
DYS Elimination on Table

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – In an effort to trim
back a $23 million increase in the
proposed Union County $413 mil-
lion budget, County Manager George
Devanney last week proposed priva-
tizing the county’s four public golf
courses, selling county-owned prop-
erties and eliminating the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension Program, the
Division of Youth Services and the
Office of Citizen Services. The pro-
posed $228.3 million tax levy is up
$12 million over last year.

Mr. Devanney also has recom-
mended looking for sponsorship op-
portunities involving county parks
facilities and vehicles, advertising and
vending machines to generate addi-
tional revenue for the county. He also
said the county should look at charg-
ing municipalities a “nominal” tip-
ping fee to use the county’s leaf dis-
posal program. He also said the county
should reevaluate the fees it charges
for use of county parks facilities, GIS
maps, road opening permits and
county planning board permits.

Mr. Devanney also said layoffs
among the county’s 3,000 employees
will also be on the table for discus-
sion. The county implemented a freeze
on all new hires throughout the bud-
get process.

Included within the Office of Citi-
zen Services are Veterans’ Affairs and
Consumer Affairs. Both lie within the
Department of Administrative Ser-
vices. Department Director Elizabeth
Genievich said the budget for
Citizen’s Services is $209,317, while
the budget for Consumer Affairs is
$215,824, a total of $425,000. The
proposed youth services budget for
this year is $5.6 million, while golf-
ing operations total $1.9 million.

Freeholder Estrada said all depart-
ment directors need to focus on the
county’s “$23 million shortfall” when
coming before the committee. “Ev-
erything is on the table.”

On Wednesday, the board’s Fiscal
Affairs Committee heard budget re-
quests from the Office of County
Counsel, the Department of Public
Safety, which includes the correc-
tions, environmental health and emer-
gency management, the medical ex-
aminer, county police and weights
and measures and the offices of the
county prosecutor and sheriff.

Freeholder Angel Estrada, who
chairs the Fiscal Affairs committee,
and his committee colleagues ex-
pressed concern over the $10 million
proposed in the budget for overtime

pay, over $6 million of which is for
correction offices and another
$445,000 for county police.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow’s request for
10 additional staff members includ-
ing several assistant prosecutors and
investigators to work in child sex
abuse and sex crimes units was met
with concern from the board.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said the prosecutor’s request
was “unexpected,” given the county’s
fiscal problems, noting the county is
“seriously” looking at layoffs.

County Counsel Robert Barry was
asked if he could reduce his office
staff in order to cut his proposed $1.7
million budget. He said he would
simply “do more with less.” He said
he did want his support staff cut. He
said the county attempts to eliminate
frivolous lawsuits early in the pro-
cess and handle cases with in-house
attorneys whenever possible.

Undersheriff Joe Cryan said the
Sheriff’s Department’s budget request
is $12.8 million, up almost $180,000
from last year. He said the biggest
budget hit last year was the cost secu-
rity detail for hospitalized inmates,
which amounted to $342,000 in over-
time costs in 2005. The department
requested $772,000 in total overtime
funding this year.

On Saturday, Runnells Specialized
Hospital Director Joseph Sharp said the
hospital currently faces a deficit of
$500,000 to $1 million. He said chang-
ing the method of applying for reim-
bursement for Medicare funding would
produce an additional $1 million in rev-
enue. Also, increasing the cost for pri-
vate beds by $10 to $265 would produce
another $200,000 in new revenue. The
charge would impact about 15 percent
or 40 of the 300 beds in the facility.

Al Faella, director of Department of
Economic Development, said his de-
partment is supported mostly by grants.
He noted that a 10.3 percent or $600,000
federal budget in the county’s allot-
ment for the Community Block Grant
program would have a big impact on
the county. “This is the largest cut in the
history of the program.” He said a draft
redesign of the county’s website should
be completed within three months.

Public Works and Engineering Di-
rector Frank Dann proposed a fee for
municipalities using the county’s con-
servation center to dump leaves as
well as increasing inspection and per-
mit fees for road projects.

For additional information on Christian Science visit:
www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com
www.powerfulprayer.com, www.marybakereddylibrary.org 

1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM at the
Christian Science Reading Room, 116 Quimby Street

(across from the Robert Treat Delicatessen)
For hours and other information please call: 908-232-3226 

Worship Services for Christian Science Society, Westfield

•  February 19 - No Doubt That God Gives Us All That We Need

• February 26 - Feeling God's Tender Mercies

SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio

Christian Science Sentinel - Radio Edition

Berkeley Heights Among
Five Finalists for NY Jets

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Township of Berkeley Heights should
know by next month whether they will
be the new home for the New York
Jets’ training camp. About 700 resi-
dents attended a rally Monday night in
an effort to woo the NFL franchise.

As part of the agreement to build a
joint stadium for the Giants and the
Jets, the New Jersey Sports and Ex-
position Authority (NJSEA) has
agreed to acquire 20 acres for each
team for new training complexes. The
Connell corporate campus in Berke-
ley Heights, located at Connell Drive
and Valley Road, is among the five
locations under consideration by the
Jets, who initially considered a total
of 40 sites. Township Administrator
Angie Devanney told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Berkeley Heights
officials first got in touch with the
Jets through the organization’s real-
estate agent last October.

The township meets all the criteria
the Jets are looking for – 20-plus
acres, a location within 20 miles of
the Meadowlands and Newark Lib-
erty International Airport and acces-
sibility to Manhattan. The Jets are
also looking for a site close to hotels
and medical facilities.

In addition, the township boasts
“high-end” housing stock, a strong
school system, and is within a mile of
Route 78. She said the state is spend-
ing $24 million to widen and improve
the Diamond Hill Road exit in Berke-
ley Heights off of Route 78.

“We think we are the total pack-
age,” Mrs. Devanney said. “It (host-
ing the Jets) would be a great eco-
nomic development tool. It would be

great for our downtown.”
Mrs. Devanney said township mer-

chants have been wearing t-shirts, de-
signing merchandise and decorating
store windows to attract the Jets to the
township. If selected, the township
would receive an annual payment in
lieu of property taxes or PILOT. Mrs.
Devanney said the NJSA would not
pay county, school or municipal prop-
erty taxes. The PILOT would be nego-
tiated between the township and the
NJSA. She said training camp runs 21
days a year, at which time there are
between 150 and 200 employees on
site. She said the five finalists would
now develop RFPs (requests for pro-
posals) for the Jets to review and select
a site to relocate.

According to the Jets, the team’s
practice facility would include a
110,000-square-foot building, three
outdoor football fields and one in-
door field. In addition to Berkeley
Heights, the team is considering the
former Exxon headquarters near Park
Avenue Florham Park (Morris
County), a warehouse and partner-
ship with an adjoining recreational
facility in Jersey City (Hudson
County), woodlands owned by the
East Orange Water Works at Parson-
age Hill Road and John F. Kennedy
Parkway Millburn (Essex County) and
the former Curtiss-Wright factory in
the Wood-Ridge Industrial Park at
Passaic Avenue and South Main Street
(Bergen County).

Hofstra University spokesman Stu
Vincent said that the Nassau County,
NY-based university has hosted the
Jets since the 1970s.“It was a positive
experience all around,” he said. “We
regret they are leaving.”

“They have been a good neighbor,
a good tenant,” Mr. Vincent said.

RVSA Looking Further Into
Privatization of Operations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) will look
further into the possibility of permit-
ting a private company to assume
some degree of control of the utility’s
operations, although it is unclear how
much support the utility’s 11 com-
missioners might give to such an idea.

The authority’s engineering com-
mittee last week discussed the pro-
posal put forth last month by United
Water of Harrington Park to take over
operational control of RVSA, which
currently services more than 300,000
residents and 3,500 industrial and com-
mercial customers in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Garwood, Mountainside,
Springfield, Kenilworth, Roselle Park,
Cranford, Clark, Rahway and
Woodbridge. The commissioners’ dis-
cussion of the matter focused on the
lack of details provided by United
Water at its January 12 presentation
and the need for RVSA officials them-
selves to know what their needs will
be once the utility’s $137 million court-
mandated upgrade of its Rahway fa-
cility is completed.

Commissioner Allan Chin,
Westfield’s RVSA representative,
cautioned his fellow commissioners
against moving too quickly on any
proposal, be it from United Water or
any other entity.  Saying it was “very
premature” for commissioners to be-
gin seriously considering any
privatization proposals, Commis-
sioner Chin noted that the facility’s
upgrades were not yet completed. In
addition, RVSA will need to estab-
lish what he termed a “base” for the

number of employees that will ulti-
mately be needed and how much sew-
age will have to be treated. Referring
to United Water’s assertion that it
could save RVSA $3 million per year,
Commissioner Chin asked how the
company could make such a claim
when it didn’t yet know what it would
be dealing with.

“It’s not good to change manage-
ments in midstream and in the midst of
a major construction program,” he said,
adding that any serious consideration
of a United Water-type proposal is “a
few years down the road.”

Charles Lombardo, Garwood’s rep-
resentative, said that “we’re obligated
to look further” into United Water’s
proposal, but more information and
details were needed. James Murphy
of Cranford  suggested soliciting pro-
posals from other entities. Joan Papen
of Scotch Plains said she could not
see, as of yet, “where we would be
saving money.”  She said RVSA could
streamline its operations and save
money, saying that an outside com-
pany would come in “to make money.”

Clark Landale of Mountainside
said he was not in favor of any fur-
ther discussions with United Water
until RVSA commissioners discuss
“goals and vision.” He likened the
push for privatization to “putting the
cart before the horse,” and said the
United Water proposal was “being
shoved down our throats.” Frank
Mazzarella, the Clark representative
who had first brought in United Water
to make its presentation last month,
said, “cost savings was the main
thrust of what United Water wanted
to talk about.”

Policing Alliance to
Meet February 22

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Community Policing Alliance will
hold its regular monthly meeting at 7
p.m. on Wednesday, February 22 at
the Forest Road Park Building in
Fanwood.

Members of the Union County Rape
Crisis Center will be guest speakers.
They will present an educational lec-
ture entitled “Sexual Assault - Best
Safety Practices.” This event is free
and open to the public.

Started in 2004, the Fanwood Po-
lice Department organized a Commu-
nity Policing Alliance (CPA). The CPA
invites all residents and those working
in Fanwood to attend any meetings
and become a member of the CPA.

The CPA meets monthly on the
fourth Wednesday of every month.
For more details, please their website
at www.FanwoodCPA.org.


