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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Sunday, February 5, a Carleton Road
resident reported that his home was bur-
glarized sometime between Saturday and
Sunday. It was undetermined what had
been taken.

Sunday, February 5, a Clark Street resi-
dent reported that his motor vehicle was
stolen while parked in a South Avenue
municipal lot. It had not been recovered.

Monday, February 6, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Kevin Wallace, 22, of West Orange was
arrested at Lawrence Avenue and Sinclair
Place on an outstanding traffic warrant
for $89 from Maplewood. Wallace was
released on bail.

Monday, February 6, Jason A.
Ramnarine, 25, of Metuchen was arrested
on a Westfield traffic warrant. He was
taken into custody at Woodbridge police
headquarters and held in default of $500
bail.

Monday, February 6, Tanisha L.
Weaver, 24, of Newark was arrested at a
Clark Street establishment on two
Westfield traffic warrants. Weaver posted
the total $1,500 bail on the two warrants.

Monday, February 6, a Connecticut
Street resident reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was in
his driveway. A Rent DVD and $15 in
cash were taken.

Monday, February 6, a Boynton Av-
enue resident reported that her motor ve-
hicle was entered in her driveway, where-
upon the contents were rifled through and
strewn about the vehicle. Nothing ap-
peared to be missing.

Monday, February 6, a Boynton Court
resident reported that her motor vehicle
was entered in her driveway. The vehicle’s
contents had been rummaged through,
although nothing appeared to be taken.

Tuesday, February 7, Christopher
Boals, 27, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
cocaine, possession of drug parapherna-
lia and possession of burglary tools.

Boals was stopped by police officers
after he attempted to hide from them by
concealing himself in bushes in the 400
block of Springfield Avenue. It was also
discovered there were two outstanding
criminal warrants issued for him by Eliza-
beth, totaling $218. Boals was held in
default of bail, police said.

Tuesday, February 7, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Marie Cloutier, 23, of Roselle Park was
arrested at South Avenue and Sussex
Street and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was released with a summons.

Tuesday, February 7, a resident of the
1600 block of Boynton Avenue reported
someone entered her locked motor ve-
hicle in the driveway of her home and
removed her wallet, cellular telephone
and credit cards.

Tuesday, February 7, after being
stopped as a suspicious person, John
Harrington, 23, of Westfield was arrested
at Dudley Avenue and Elm Street on an
outstanding Scotch Plains motor vehicle
warrant. He was released after posting
$113 bail.

Tuesday, February 7, Kyle Harvin, 29,
of Westfield was arrested at South and
Westfield Avenues on an outstanding
Plainfield criminal warrant with $420 bail.
He was held in default of bail.

Tuesday, February 7, Teriann Magill,
18, of Rockaway, N.Y. was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop in the 600 block
of North Avenue for possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and

possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was released on her own recognizance.

Thursday, February 9, Nathaniel
Leonard, 26, of Plainfield was arrested at
Central Avenue and Washington Street
on no-bail sheriff’s warrants from Union
and Middlesex counties. Leonard also
was held in lieu of a $500 Newark warrant
pending pickup by Union County au-
thorities.

Thursday, February 9, Beata Wycislak,
36, of Westfield was arrested in the 500
block of Boulevard and charged with
aggravated assault and resisting arrest
after authorities responded to a domestic
violence report. Wycislak, who allegedly
struck a police officer in the face while
yelling profanities, was held in lieu of
bail.

Thursday, February 9, Robinlyn
Shortell, 21, of Bayonne was arrested at
South and Central Avenues on a
Kenilworth traffic warrant for $500.
Kenilworth authorities decided to release
her on her own recognizance. Shortell
was issued a summons.

Thursday, February 9, the passenger
side door of a motor vehicle belonging to
a Union resident was defaced with
scratches in the 100 block of Elm Street.

Thursday, February 9, Edgar Guzman,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested at Mountain
Avenue and Raymond Street on traffic
warrants out of West New York,
Sayreville, Perth Amboy and South River.
Guzman was released after posting $493
bail.

Thursday, February 9, Jason N. Lewis,
32, of Rahway was arrested at Downer
Street and Osborn Avenue on a criminal
warrant from Plainfield for $150. Lewis
was released after posting bail.

Friday, February 10, Jack Lipsett, 3rd,
21, of Garwood was arrested at East Grove
Street and Grandview Avenue on a North
Hanover traffic warrant for $254. He was
released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Friday, February 10, a resident reported

that the rear license plate from her car was
removed. She reported that she has can-
celed the plates and will be receiving new
ones from the Department of Motor Ve-
hicle Services.

Saturday, February 11, Erick A.
Fernandez, 23, of Elizabeth was picked
up from the Bernardsville Police Depart-
ment and arrested for contempt of court
charges.

Saturday, February 11, Wilredo G.
Santos, 30, of Plainfield was picked up
from the Clark Police Department and
arrested for outstanding warrants.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, February 9, a resident of

Country Club Boulevard reported that
someone made $850 worth of charges on
her credit card without her authorization.

Thursday, February 9, a resident of
Ashbrook Drive reported that someone
made several unauthorized purchases in
another country with her credit card num-
ber. The charges totaled approximately
$700, police said.

Friday, February 10, a resident of
Marion Lane reported that she received
several harassing e-mails from an un-
known individual.

Saturday, February 11, a resident of
Birch Street reported that someone threw
a large rock through the bay window of
his house.

Sunday, February 12, a resident of
North Gate Road reported after parking
his vehicle in front of his house, someone
threw a rock through the back window.

Fanwood
Tuesday, February 7, Juiwan Stokley,

27, of Newark was arrested on South
Avenue for soliciting without a permit.
He was also arrested for numerous out-
standing warrants following an investi-
gation.

Wednesday, February 8, Kerry R.
Sampson, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
on numerous outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Midway Avenue.

Wednesday, February 8, Alliancia Jean,
43, of Hillside was arrested for an out-
standing warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop on North Avenue.

Wednesday, February 8, Tasha K.
Carter-Sidberry, 31, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on numerous warrants after a field
investigation.

Wednesday, February 8, Ibrahim
Bennett, 20, of Newark was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for outstanding warrants.

Thursday, February 9, Donnie J.
Damary, Jr., 36, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants following
a field investigation.

Waleed R. Vaughn, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue and Russell Road.

Thursday, February 9, David W.
Young, 23, of Roselle was arrested on
numerous outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
and LaGrande Avenue.

Thursday, February 9, Tracy R. Moore,
25, of Irvington was arrested on an out-
standing warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road at Stewart Place.

Friday, February 10, James R. Griffin,
32, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue
for numerous outstanding warrants.
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Planning Bd. Sets Agenda re.
FW Plaza Partners Proposal

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjustments
discussed revising side-yard setbacks for
corner lots at its monthly agenda meet-
ing on Monday, February 13. The board
decided to table the discussion until it
had time to review the issue prior to their
next regular meeting. This topic, as well
as a discussion regarding the proposed
McMansion ordinance restricting the
development of oversized homes on resi-
dential lots, will be placed first on the
agenda prior to hearing applications.

The continuation of an application for
major preliminary and final site-plan ap-
proval by Fanwood Plaza Partners will be
heard after the ordinance discussions.
Fanwood Plaza Partners has proposed the
construction of a bank and a day-care
center in the rear parking lot of Children’s
Specialized Hospital on South Avenue.
The applicant is expected to present testi-
mony regarding traffic patterns.

An application submitted by

Primavera Parkview to construct 19
townhouses on two lots on Staggard
Place, bordering a residential neighbor-
hood, is also on the agenda. Chairman of
the Planning Board Gregory Cummings
may allot time for both applications or
may postpone one and finish the other,
depending on how much more testimony
is required, said Planning Board Secre-
tary Pat Hoynes.

Two applications for bulk variances
for private residential lots will be heard
prior to the development applications and
after the ordinance discussions.

The board swore in Daniel Zucker and
William Lee for their renewed terms as
planning board members. The board an-
nounced its search for a new attorney. Its
previous attorney, Robert Mega, left for a
position as an appellate court judge last
month.

The next meeting of the planning board
will be held on Wednesday, February 22
at 7:30 p.m. in the council chambers. The
Dean Oil Site application (see story on
page 1) was continued to April 17.

Mayor’s TV Show
Examines Emergency

Stroke Treatment
FANWOOD – What would you do if

you thought you were having a stroke?
For the February episode of Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr’s monthly televi-
sion show, she taped her interview show
at Overlook Hospital to learn about the
newest life-saving emergency stroke treat-
ments now available in the hospital.

Mayor Mahr’s special guest on the
half-hour show was Dr. Shalini M. Bansil,
who spoke about the critical three hours
when revolutionary new drugs can be
administered to save lives. Dr. Bansil is
one of the leading authorities on stroke
prevention and treatment in the region.

The program tells what to do and what
not to do for someone who may be having
a stroke. Many people mistakenly believe
that stroke victims should immediately
take a full-size aspirin tablet and then call
911. Dr. Bansil strongly advises stroke
victims not to take a aspirin, but rather to
simply call the local first-aid squad. If
able, Dr. Bansil says, ask to be trans-
ported to a hospital that offers a special-
ized stoke-treatment unit.

Strokes are the third-leading cause of
death in this country, but with new drugs
and procedures, more lives can be saved.

Mayor Mahr’s show, “Inside
Fanwood,” can be seen on Fanwood’s
Municipal Access Cable Channel 35 on
Friday, February 17 at 8 p.m.

Comcast subscribers in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and Westfield can view
Fanwood’s Channel 35.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACCEPTING THE DUTY…Brian Levine of Westfield is sworn in Tuesday night
as the new Scotch Plains Township Attorney. His wife, Mabel, stands with him.

Council Awards Volunteer,
Discusses McMansions

sitting area that is mostly grass and there
is a large, public playground diagonally
across LaGrande Avenue.

The board expressed their preference
that the grassy area in the courtyard be
reduced to avoid the overuse of fertilizers.
The board also discussed the intended use
of the proposed sidewalk running along the
easterly portion of the development, from
LaGrande Avenue to the northeast corner of
the complex. Mr. Savage explained that this
sidewalk was intended for the public to
access retail stores along South Avenue
from LaGrande Avenue. The interior of the
complex would be private property, how-
ever, and through traffic would not be per-
mitted by non-residents.

The garages would be for resident park-
ing only and no other on-site parking
would be allowed inside of the complex.
Visitors would be expected to park in the
12 public spaces along LaGrande Avenue
and Second Street.

Architect Rocco Campanella, of Ar-
chitecture Plus in Raritan, testified before
the board, describing some of the exterior
materials and design features. Each unit,
he explained, would use a different color
palette for variation and included a front
porch and the appearance of a second
floor balcony for decoration only. He told
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Dean Oil Site
the board that the inclusion of this Victo-
rian-design feature necessitated the front-
and rear-yard setback variances.

This feature, he said, gave the buildings
better architectural balance, more market-
ability and was strongly desirable, accord-
ing to the applicant’s research. The front-
yard setback proposed is six feet, while the
ordinance requires 10 feet, and the rear-
yard setback bordering the parking lot is 10
feet, while the ordinance requires 15 feet.

Board members discussed that the
board did not have the power to amend
the FAR and would have to consider
whether to recommend a review and
amendment to the RDRP by the borough
council to approve such a change.

Second Street resident Harry McNally,
expressed his concerns about the develop-
ment to the board during the public portion
of the agenda meeting. Mr. McNally said,
“Everything I’ve seen looks more mon-
strous than the previous plans that the
borough turned down. In terms of size and
ginger-breadiness, I’m feeling over-
whelmed by this monster,” he stated. A
few residents showed up for the hearing.

The application will be continued with
testimony from a professional planner on
Monday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m. in a special
meeting preceding April’s agenda meeting.

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD —  Mayor Colleen Mahr
presented the first Volunteer of the Month
award at this week’s mayor and council
meeting. Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell said that the Volunteer of the
Month program, which will recognize
various Fanwoodians for their dedication
and service to the borough, is “a terrific
concept.”

“Fanwood is basically run by volun-
teers,” she said. “Volunteers are the back-
bone of our community.”

Dolores O’Brien, chair of the Histori-
cal Preservation Society, is the first
Fanwood resident to receive the award.
Mayor Mahr presented Ms. O’Brien with
a drawing of the Fanwood train station
and noted that the Volunteer of the Month
award is a “great gift to thank [volunteers]
for all of their dedication.”

Said Ms. O’Brien, “I love Fanwood
and I’m proud that I’ve been able to
serve.” Addressing the community, she
encouraged other residents to become
involved and contribute to Fanwood.

“Please, please volunteer,” she said.
“You don’t know what you are missing.”

In other news, the children’s library is

on its way to being finished, with pro-
jected completion by March 1.  Council-
woman Mitchell described the new de-
sign as “bright and cheery.” She refer-
enced grant money as a huge factor in the
success of the project.

“$50k is going to go a long way,” she
said, thanking the mayor for her effort in
receiving grants that significantly aid in
funding projects like the library renovation.

The library will be closed as of Febru-
ary 16 but is scheduled to reopen on
March 1. Until then, residents can utilize
the Scotch Plains facility.

Estelle Lane resident Bob Meyer ad-
dressed the council regarding his concern
about “McMansions” that are sprouting
up in the borough. His neighbors, he said,
had similar sentiments – that the tall new
homes do not coincide with the Victorian
look of the borough.

Councilman Bruce Walsh said, “This is
a topic of ongoing discussion. We’re look-
ing at what can be done about the so-called
McMansions. We’re very concerned and
we’re trying to strike the right balance.”

Mayor Mahr thanked Mr. Meyer for
coming forward and urged him to stay in
contact with her so that she can give him
updated information on the development.
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Snow
wheel-drive vehicles to ensure their safety.

In Fanwood, two snow-related acci-
dents were reported, according to Police
Sergeant Howard Jarvis. Yesterday on
North Avenue, a female driver spun out
of control and hit a parked car. There were
no serious injuries.

Also in Fanwood, an 11-year-old girl
accidentally hit her 16-year-old sister with
a shovel. The victim suffered a minor cut.

In Mountainside, four snow-related car
accidents were reported Saturday evening,
according to Police Captain Richard
O’Sieja.

He said all the accidents were minor,
and there were no serious injuries.

The accidents, mainly caused by slip-
pery road conditions, occurred on Route
22 and the intersections of both Summit
and New Providence Roads.

The town’s fire department had a less
eventful weekend, according to Captain
Matt Watson.

“We used to have a lot of calls, but not
anymore,” he said.

In Scotch Plains, no accidents “out of
the ordinary” were reported, according to
Sergeant Brian Donnelly.

“It was a Sunday and everyone knew it
was coming.” He said that it’s the smaller
storms that are often more dangerous
because people still venture outside.

“It caught no one by surprise,” he said.
But Mr. Dann warned residents not to

put the snow boots away just yet.
“Make no mistake. This winter’s not

over yet.”

grade 11 curriculum will have a thematic
approach,” Mr. Siegel said.

The process of implementation will
begin in the 2006-2007 academic year,
with the incoming eighth graders the first
to go through the program. Major consid-
erations, Mr. Siegel explained, are to
minimize any content and skill gaps, fo-
cus on target grades to ensure compre-
hensive curricular revision and extend
the timeframe for textbook adoptions to
address financial concerns.

Mr. Siegel also outlined the major ben-
efits for revising the social studies curricu-
lum – to reduce duplication, build layers of
knowledge from middle school as the foun-
dation to high school, where more in-depth
studies will take place and “prepare stu-
dents to be local, national and global citi-
zens and to promote youth activism.”

“There is no state testing in social stud-
ies, only math, language arts and some
science. The revision will help with AP
classes like U.S. History and Social Stud-
ies tests,” Dr. Margaret Hayes, assistant
superintendent for Curriculum, Instruc-
tion and Assessment explained.

BOE Vice President Thomas Russo
said that he had concerns about the pro-
posed curriculum. “First, the revised ninth
grade program covers a lot of material for
one year, and second, the only contact
with the Revolutionary and Colonial pe-
riods will be in seventh grade.”

Mr. Siegel explained that the civic units
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Scotch Plains BOE
would incorporate the development of those
times.  He continued that AP courses would
cover those periods in depth. The “global
citizenship” theme is a new standard, Mr.
Siegel explained, and, therefore, needs to
be incorporated into the curriculum.

In other business, the board was noti-
fied that Jeanette Baubles, principal of
Terrill Middle School, would be resign-
ing as of April 3.

The facilities committee met and pre-
sented with a construction update, ex-
plained board member Rob O’Connor.
He said that the high school intercom and
clock system is 99-percent complete, the
gymnasium renovation is 95-percent com-
plete and the new Coles Elementary
School roof is 85-percent complete.

Future district projects include a new
HVAC system in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School auditorium, base-
ball field renovation, a new floor in Ever-
green Elementary School and a parking
study rewrite. Board President Linda
Nelson made a statement regarding the
contract negotiations.

“It is not all one-sided. There are really
two sides. There is a lot to consider; it
would be divisive (to involve the commu-
nity in the negotiation details). It is not a
simple matter,” she said.

The next regular public meeting will
take place on Tuesday, February 21 at 8
p.m. in the district’s administrative of-
fices in Evergreen School.

lice and fire departments. Mrs. Malool
noted that the county would not be pro-
viding any financial support to help offset
these added burdens.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato, also
a planning-board member, urged resi-
dents to attend tonight’s meeting of the
county board of chosen freeholders in
Elizabeth to make the county government
aware of the breadth of local opposition
to the farm proposal.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said that last weekend’s 20-plus-inch
snowstorm had cost about $25,000, pri-
marily due to overtime pay for township
public works personnel and expenses for
outside contractors. The town also spent
about $6,000 on road salt, he said.

The council gave final approval to an
ordinance appropriating $175,000 from
the state Department of Transportation
Trust Fund to be used for the repaving of
the entire length of East Second Street.
The council also awarded a $230,927
contract to Defino Contracting Co. of
Cliffwood Beach for improvements to
Rahway Road.

The council introduced a $525,000 bond
ordinance for the construction of a minia-
ture golf facility at Scotch Hills Country
Club. A public hearing will be held at the
council’s February 28 meeting.

At the start of the meeting, Brian Levine
was sworn in as township attorney for
2006. He succeeds Douglas Hansen, who
died in December. Assistant Township
Attorney Lawrence Woodruff was also
sworn in for another term.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney introduced
three new police officers who are joining
the department: Joseph Citarella, Gerard
Rites and Brian Haveck. Two other new
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Scotch Plains Council
officers, David Lavery and Matthew
Mahoney, have also joined the force but
were unable to attend Tuesday’s ceremony.
Chief Mahoney also announced that
Theodore Conley and Ernesto Hernandez
are being promoted to sergeant.

Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis was also in
attendance to witness the swearing in of
Michael Cuccurillo as battalion chief for
Company 2 and Randy Grizzard as cap-
tain for Company 1. In brief remarks,
Chief Ellis summarized his department’s
2005 activities, saying that fire personnel
had responded to 492 calls last year while
putting in 3,400 man-hours.


