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Police Shut Down ZB Meeting as
Hundreds Protest Farm Proposal

FW Planning Bd. Hears Dean
Oil Site Development Proposal

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An “exces-
sively overcrowded” hearing room
on Monday evening led township po-
lice and fire officials to halt the plan-
ning-board meeting. The meeting’s
focus was a discussion of Union
County’s intention to lease the former
Sevell property on Cooper Road so
that it could be turned into an educa-
tion farm.

About 45 minutes into the county’s
presentation about its plans for the
23-acre property, which was pur-
chased in 2003 from the Sevell fam-
ily for $10 million in state Green
Acres and county open-space-trust-
fund money, township police offic-

ers entered the hearing room, which
was jammed with an estimated 175
residents, with more residents
crowded into the hallways and out-
side. Police and fire officials esti-
mated that the total turnout was
around 400 people. The room’s
posted capacity is 140.

Testimony from Tim Keyes, the
owner of Green Meadows Farms,
which will operate the farm, and his
attorney, William Butler, had already
been interrupted several times by de-
risive groans and catcalls from resi-
dents who also complained that they
couldn’t hear anything from the back
of the room and the hallways.

Proceedings were halted for 15
minutes while Planning Board Chair-

woman Maria Sartor and Board At-
torney Daniel Bernstein conferred in
an anteroom with Lt. Neal LeStrange
and Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis. Citing
“unsafe conditions” in the municipal
building’s hearing room, which also
serves as the township council cham-
bers and the municipal courtroom,
Lt. LeStrange emerged and an-
nounced to the crowd that he would
“have to clear the room for the safety
of everybody.”

Mrs. Sartor said the hearing would
resume on February 27 in a larger
venue, most likely an auditorium in a
local school building.

As the room was being cleared,
Marc Rogoff, an attorney who said he
represented some of the residents liv-
ing near the Cooper Road property,
told the board he would be presenting
his own expert witnesses in opposi-
tion to the farm proposal at the next
hearing, although it was unclear
whether he would be allowed to do so
since this week’s hearing was techni-
cally an informational session, not an
effort to seek the board’s approval for
the plan.

Green Meadows Farms operates
12 similar facilities in the U.S., ac-
cording to Mr. Keyes’ abbreviated
testimony. He told the board the farm,
which will be open from late April
through early November, is aimed
primarily at young children and fami-
lies. He envisioned the vast majority
of visitors during the week to be chil-
dren on school class trips while week-
end visitors would primarily be fami-
lies. A variety of typical American
farm animals will be housed on the
property, which he said would em-
ploy about 35 people during the busi-
est times of year.

The concept plans for the property
show a parking lot in the southeastern
corner that would accommodate a
few hundred cars and two dozen buses.
Mr. Keyes said that during the school
year — May, early June, late Septem-
ber and October — he expects about
25 school buses at the farm, with
most of them arriving between 9:30
a.m. and 11 p.m. Typical tours last
about two or three hours, he said, so
all buses will likely have departed by
1:30 p.m.

Mr. Keyes told the board that the
last two weeks of October is the busi-
est time of the year for Green Mead-
ows because families come to pick
pumpkins. During that time of year,
he expects “200 cars at any one time”
to be in the parking lot, which, ac-
cording to the plans displayed on
Monday evening, abuts several resi-
dential properties on Cooper Road
and other secondary streets.

Those living in the neighborhood
expressed their concerns that the farm
would result in traffic congestion on
Cooper Road, which is a narrow thor-
oughfare. Other concerns have been
raised about the effect of such a facil-
ity on local property values. Some
have questioned whether it was proper
for the county to have used open
space dollars to purchase the prop-
erty in order to turn it into a profit-
making venture.

While no venue has yet been cho-
sen for the February 27 resumption of
the hearing, neighborhood residents
will be formally notified of the loca-
tion prior to that date, officials said.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The application to
develop the property located at
LaGrande Avenue and Second Street,
previously known as the former Dean
Oil Site, was heard before the
Fanwood Planning Board at a special
meeting on Monday night. Immedi-
ately preceding the board’s monthly
agenda meeting, several witnesses
testified on behalf of the applicant,
Station Square, LLC.T.

The 1.1-acre property has been
vacant for more than 20 years, and
discussions to develop the land have

been ongoing for the past six years.
Five years ago, a 35-unit building
was voted down and, more recently,
25 units were also voted down, in
part, due to considerable opposition
by adjacent residents.

In conjunction with the wishes of
local homeowners and other residents,
and after numerous public meetings,
the borough council, acting as the
redevelopment agency, voted to de-
velop the property as residential only,
to limit the density to 24 housing
units and the overall height to 35 feet,
for the development of this property.

Sean Savage, engineer for the

project with LGA Engineering of
Lakewood, was the first witness to
testify on behalf of the applicant re-
garding the details of Station Square’s
major, preliminary and final site plan
proposal. The proposed complex
would be bordered by LaGrande Av-
enue on the southerly side, Second
Street on the west, a public parking
lot to the east and public parking on
the north side for retail stores fronting
on South Avenue.

The proposed plan includes five
buildings containing 24 three-bed-
room Victorian-style townhouses,
with self-contained two-car garages
on the ground floor of each unit. The
five buildings of varying sizes in-
clude two five-unit buildings, one
seven-unit building, one four-unit
building and one three-unit building.

The applicant requested several
variances for non-conforming front-
and rear-yard setbacks, as well as
approval to exceed the floor-area-
ration (FAR) ordinance by 10 per-
cent. The FAR is the ratio of living
space to lot size and, according to the
RDRP, cannot exceed 1.0. The Sta-
tion Square plan requested a FAR of
1.1, which allows for a family room
and a bathroom connected to the
ground-floor garages. Garage space,
which is not living area, is not in-
cluded in FAR calculations.

Displaying schematics and color
renditions, Mr. Savage testified that
each townhouse would be two-and-a-
half stories, but under the maximum
height requirement of 35 feet. The
roof height is the average base-line of
the roof and does not include cupolas,
turrets or gables.

 Mr. Weinflash described the units
as luxury townhouses that will be
marketed to young professionals with
few or no children. The townhouses
would be priced sufficiently high such
that families with children will be
priced out, an engineering consultant
from Schoor DePalma previously told
the board. Although the development
is not age-restricted, there is no play-
ground area within the site for young
children. Approximately 10 percent
of the development will include a
self-contained, landscaped,

Nor’easter Keeps Towns
Busy On Long Weekend

SP-F School Board Hears
Social Studies Proposal

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Speaking to
a full board of education on Thursday
night, Brad Siegel, supervisor of the
district Social Studies program, pre-
sented proposed grades 6 through 12
curricula revisions. The presentation,
“Scope and Sequence: Proposed Plan
for Revising the Grade 6-12 Social
Studies Curriculum,” is a four-year
program that will begin in 2006 and
be completed by 2010.

“It is really important that we try to
improve the rigor and relevance for
the students,” Mr. Siegel explained to
the board. The board’s curriculum
committee reviewed the new proposal
on February 6.

At this point, Mr. Siegel indicated
that he would like to reach out to
families and students for ideas and

feedback regarding the new proposal.
“Nothing is set in stone,” he explained.

The plan outlines course offerings
as follows: grade 6, World Geogra-
phy, grade 7, U.S. History, grade 8,
World History, grade 9, U.S. History
1, grade 10, U.S. History 2, grade 11,
World History.

The grade 9 curriculum will cover
1850s through World War II, and grade
10 content will cover the Cold War Era
though the present.  These programs
of study will be supplemented with
advanced civics and geography units
and will also integrate New Jersey,
world history and economics units.

The 11th-grade program will cover
world history review of major themes,
global issues, anthropology, culture,
economics, geography, history, poli-
tics, religion and sociology.  “The

Mayor Marks Comments
on SP Initiatives

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks released the following

statement at the township council
meeting on Tuesday night.

*    *    *    *
Deer-Reduction Program at

Ashbrook Reservation
Many of our residents have heard

either through newspaper accounts
or through word of mouth that at
long last, a deer-reduction program
took place in the Union County
owned Ashbrook Reservation over
the last two weeks. The program
was done under the supervision of
Union County officials and in fi-
nancial partnership with the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains. The program
was conducted by Wildlife Man-
agement Services, and a total of 75
deer were ultimately removed from
the reservation.

We would like to acknowledge
the cooperation we have received
from Union County officials on
this matter, in particular the leader-
ship of Union County Freeholder
Chair Alexander Mirabella in re-
cent weeks. It is our hope that the
cooperation between the county and
the township on this critical health
and safety issue will continue and
that all parties continue to lobby
the New Jersey Department of Fish
Game and Wildlife to revaluate their
position on granting a permit for a
managed deer-culling program
similar to ones that have been is-
sued for the Watchung Reservation
over the years.

After speaking with state biolo-
gists on this issue, it is hoped that
once the numbers of deer have been
reduced in the reservation to ap-
propriate levels, those deer that have
ventured out to reside in the smaller
pockets of woods in residential ar-
eas will return to their natural habi-
tat of the reservation. This phe-
nomenon may take several rounds
of culling and we ask our residents
to patiently wait for noticeable re-
sults. Township and county offi-
cials will monitor statistics (espe-
cially the number of automobile
accidents involving deer) in the
coming months to evaluate our
progress.

*    *    *    *
Union County Plans for

Educational Farm/Petting Zoo
While we are appreciative of the

cooperation of Union County offi-
cials on deer management, we con-
tinue to work toward that same
level of cooperation and under-
standing on the county’s plans for

an Educational Farm/Petting Zoo
for the Ponderosa property on Coo-
per Road. Now that we have fi-
nally seen the written plans for
this project, we have determined
that they are far more expansive
and intensive than any conceptual
ideas voiced to us a few months
back, and therefore your township
council is opposed to the plans by
Mr. Keyes of Green Meadows
Farms and the County of Union.
Residents of Scotch Plains, espe-
cially those that have voiced their
concerns to us through numerous
phone calls and emails, we are
with you. We have expressed our
opposition and your concerns di-
rectly to our counterparts in Union
County government and will con-
tinue to work toward an amicable
and satisfactory resolution of this
issue by further diplomatic efforts.
Your township council is also in-
vestigating other appropriate steps,
which may be available to us in
order to protect the interests of our
residents and the community as a
whole. For now, those options will
be held in abeyance as diplomatic
efforts continue.

Last evening our planning board
convened in this chamber for the
purpose of what the county has
labeled a courtesy presentation to
the community by the proprietor of
Green Meadows Farms. We antici-
pated a large turnout from resi-
dents after hearing the outpouring
of sentiments in the latter part of
last week. A venue change was
contemplated but unfortunately our
high school and middle school
auditoria were not available on short
notice. What we experienced last
night was unprecedented numbers
of residents attending the planning-
board meeting. Police and fire offi-
cials estimate that nearly 400 people
were in attendance, which pre-
sented a potential hazard, and there-
fore the meeting had to be post-
poned for a more suitable venue to
be sought. The meeting has been
rescheduled for 7:30 p.m. Febru-
ary 27 at Park Middle School, and
certainly we encourage our resi-
dents to attend. Sheer numbers can
go a long way in conveying how
important this issue is for the entire
community of Scotch Plains. We
ask our residents to continue to be
involved, but to do so in a civil and
respectful manner. This will also
go a long way in achieving the
aforementioned amicable and sat-
isfactory outcome we seek.

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Last weekend’s
blizzard turned the tables on those
who were supposed to have a long
weekend for the state holiday.

The blizzard, which blanketed most
of Union County with nearly two feet
of snow, had close to 100 county
employees working around the clock.

“It came so hard and fast, we
couldn’t keep up,” said Frank Dann,
director of the Union County Depart-
ment of Public Works.

Mr. Dann said crews who had been
working on major area construction
projects had to immediately switch gears
to snow removal. “It’s a daunting task.”

He said two road projects, in
Mountainside and Berkeley Heights,
were put on hold to utilize the trucks
as salt-spreaders.

There were 50 trucks out begin-
ning Saturday evening, with crews
working 12-to18 hour shifts. He said
that engineers, who usually don’t

plow, were called in because “crews
were getting so tired.”

As of Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Dann
said they were still working because
of the ice conditions and large snow
mounds. He said that clean up from
this storm would take about five days.

Mr. Dann said a storm of this na-
ture is less costly because more plows
than salt-spreaders are needed. At
$40 a ton, salt “can be expensive.”

In Westfield, school closings al-
lowed residents to obey the “restricted
travel” notice posted by the police
department.

Police wanted to “keep the roads as
open as possible,” said Lieutenant
Jim Schneider, so the plows could
finish clearing them.

Westfield crews were out from late
Saturday to late Sunday evening, ac-
cording to Claude Shaffer of the
Westfield Department of Public
Works (DPW).

“Everyone was in,” said Mr. Shaffer,
adding that crews had to plow two or
even three times.

On Monday, crews were still doing
“touch-up” work, salting school and
municipal lots and downtown areas.

“We were on the ball. Everything
went smoothly,” Mr. Shaffer said.

Police reported no major snow-
related incidents and said even the
officers were all sent out in four
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Township Council Opposes
County’s Farm Plans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship Council on Tuesday announced
its opposition to Union County’s plans
to lease the 23-acre Sevell property
on Cooper Road to a private company
so that it can be turned into an educa-
tion farm. The council’s stance was
made public a day after several hun-
dred objecting residents turned out
for a planning-board meeting at which
the county and Green Meadows
Farms, which will operate the farm,
were to outline their plans. An over-
crowded hearing room on Monday
led to the hearing’s cancellation – it
was rescheduled for February 27 at
Park Middle School.

“Residents of Scotch Plains,”
Mayor Martin Marks said at Tuesday’s
council meeting, “we are with you.”
The mayor said the council, after
seeing the plans for the farm, had
“determined that they are far more
expansive and intensive than any con-
ceptual ideas voiced to us a few
months back.” He said township offi-
cials had voiced their opposition,

along with residents’ concerns, to
county officials “and will continue to
work toward an amicable and satis-
factory resolution of this issue by
further diplomatic efforts.”

The mayor added that the local
government “is also investigating
other appropriate steps which may be
available to us in order to protect the
interests of our residents and the com-
munity as a whole,” although he did
not specify and potential actions be-
ing considered. “For now,” the mayor
said, “those options are being held in
abeyance as diplomatic efforts con-
tinue.”

Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, who
is a member of the planning board
and was in attendance at Monday’s
abbreviated meeting, echoed the
mayor, telling residents that “we do
stand with you in opposition. We share
your opposition but also your sur-
prise at the magnitude of the plan.”
She said an education farm would
impact “all of Scotch Plains,” citing
additional traffic congestion and
added burdens on the township po-
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHO NEEDS A FORT?...This weekend’s snowstorm led to school cancellations
on Monday and gave area children (and adults) a chance to enjoy the snow
buildup.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FARM OUT…Crowds of residents gather on Monday at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building to protest the proposed
petting zoo to be developed by the county on ‘Open Space’ land at Cooper Road. With attendance estimated around 400,
the hearing was shut down by authorities and has been rescheduled for February 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Park Middle School.


