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Clarification
The Westfield Leader has reported

that the town spent $1 million on
costs regarding a parking deck and
redevelopment project.

According to Joan Thurman, ad-
ministrative assistant, the Westfield
Town Council approved a $700,000
allocation through Special Ordinance
2031, which was published in The
Leader on May 24, 2001. According
to the April 16, 2002 town council
meeting minutes, the governing body
awarded a contract to the Atlantic
Group at $110,468.05 to conduct a
parking deck study.

Ms. Thurman said to date the town
has spent $600,809.85 through Spe-
cial Ordinance 2031. That cost in-
cludes deck studies, legal, environ-
mental, surveying and traffic studies.
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DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Sunday, February 5, a Carleton Road
resident reported that his home was bur-
glarized sometime between Saturday and
Sunday. It was undetermined what had
been taken.

Sunday, February 5, a Clark Street
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was stolen while parked in a South Av-
enue municipal lot. It had not been recov-
ered.

Monday, February 6, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Kevin Wallace, 22, of West Orange was
arrested at Lawrence Avenue and Sinclair
Place on an outstanding traffic warrant
for $89 from Maplewood. Wallace was
released on bail.

Monday, February 6, Jason A.
Ramnarine, 25, of Metuchen was arrested
on a Westfield traffic warrant. He was
taken into custody at Woodbridge police
headquarters and held in default of $500
bail.

Monday, February 6, Tanisha L.
Weaver, 24, of Newark was arrested at a
Clark Street establishment on two
Westfield traffic warrants. Weaver posted
the total $1,500 bail on the two warrants.

Monday, February 6, a Connecticut
Street resident reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was in
his driveway. A Rent DVD and $15 in
cash was taken.

Monday, February 6, a Boynton Av-
enue resident reported her motor vehicle
was entered in her driveway, whereupon
the contents was rifled through and strewn
about the vehicle. Nothing appeared to be
missing.

Monday, February 6, a Boynton Court
resident reported that her motor vehicle
was entered in her driveway. The vehicle’s
contents had been rummaged through,
although nothing appeared to be taken.

Tuesday, February 7, Christopher
Boals, 27, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
cocaine, possession of drug parapherna-
lia and possession of burglary tools.

Boals was stopped by police officers
after he attempted to hide from them by
concealing himself in bushes in the 400
block of Springfield Avenue. It was also
discovered there were two outstanding
criminal warrants issued for him by Eliza-
beth, totaling $218. Boals was held in
default of bail, police said.

Tuesday, February 7, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Marie Cloutier, 23, of Roselle Park was
arrested at South Avenue and Sussex
Street and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was released with a summons.

Tuesday, February 7, a resident of the
1600 block of Boynton Avenue reported
someone entered her locked motor ve-
hicle in the driveway of her home and
removed her wallet, cellular telephone
and credit cards.

Tuesday, February 7, after being
stopped as a suspicious person, John
Harrington, 23, of Westfield was arrested
at Dudley Avenue and Elm Street on an
outstanding Scotch Plains motor vehicle
warrant. He was released after posting
$113 bail.

Tuesday, February 7, Kyle Harvin, 29,
of Westfield was arrested at South and
Westfield Avenues on an outstanding
Plainfield criminal warrant with $420 bail.
He was held in default of bail.

Tuesday, February 7, Teriann Magill,
18, of Rockaway, N.Y. was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the 600
block of North Avenue for possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. She was released on her own
recognizance.

Thursday, February 9, Nathaniel
Leonard, 26, of Plainfield was arrested at
Central Avenue and Washington Street
on no-bail sheriff’s warrants from Union
and Middlesex counties. Leonard also
was held in lieu of a $500 Newark warrant
pending pickup by Union County au-
thorities.

Thursday, February 9, Beata Wycislak,
36, of Westfield was arrested in the 500
block of Boulevard and charged with
aggravated assault and resisting arrest
after authorities responded to a domestic
violence report. Wycislak, who allegedly
struck a police officer in the face while
yelling profanities, was held in lieu of
bail.

Thursday, February 9, Robinlyn
Shortell, 21, of Bayonne was arrested at
South and Central Avenues on a
Kenilworth traffic warrant for $500.
Kenilworth authorities decided to release
her on her own recognizance. Shortell
was issued a summons.

Thursday, February 9, the passenger
side door of a motor vehicle belonging to
a Union resident was defaced with
scratches in the 100 block of Elm Street.

Thursday, February 9, Edgar Guzman,
30, of Elizabeth was arrested at Mountain
Avenue and Raymond Street on traffic
warrants out of West New York,
Sayreville, Perth Amboy and South River.
Guzman was released after posting $493
bail.

Thursday, February 9, Jason N. Lewis,
32, of Rahway was arrested at Downer
Street and Osborn Avenue on a criminal
warrant from Plainfield for $150. Lewis

was released after posting bail.
Friday, February 10, Jack Lipsett, 3rd,

21, of Garwood was arrested at East Grove
Street and Grandview Avenue on a North
Hanover traffic warrant for $254. He was
released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Friday, February 10, a resident reported

that the rear license plate from her car was
removed. She reported that she has can-
celed the plates and will be receiving new
ones from the Department of Motor Ve-
hicle Services.

Saturday, February 11, Erick A.
Fernandez, 23, of Elizabeth was picked
up from the Bernardsville Police Depart-
ment and arrested for contempt of court
charges.

Saturday, February 11, Wilredo G.
Santos, 30, of Plainfield was picked up
from the Clark Police Department and
arrested for outstanding warrants.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, February 9, a resident of

Country Club Boulevard reported that
someone made $850 worth of charges on
her credit card without her authorization.

Thursday, February 9, a resident of
Ashbrook Drive reported that someone
made several unauthorized purchases in
another country with her credit card num-
ber. The charges totaled approximately
$700, police said.

Friday, February 10, a resident of
Marion Lane reported that she received
several harassing e-mails from an un-
known individual.

Saturday, February 11, a resident of
Birch Street reported that someone threw
a large rock through the bay window of
his house.

Sunday, February 12, a resident of
North Gate Road reported after parking
his vehicle in front of his house, someone
threw a rock through the back window.

Fanwood
Tuesday, February 7, Juiwan Stokley,

27, of Newark was arrested on South
Avenue for soliciting without a permit.
He was also arrested for numerous out-
standing warrants following an investi-
gation.

Wednesday, February 8, Kerry R.
Sampson, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
on numerous outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Midway Avenue.

Wednesday, February 8, Alliancia Jean,
43, of Hillside was arrested for an out-
standing warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop on North Avenue.

Wednesday, February 8, Tasha K.
Carter-Sidberry, 31, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on numerous warrants after a field
investigation.

Wednesday, February 8, Ibrahim
Bennett, 20, of Newark was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for outstanding warrants.

Thursday, February 9, Donnie J.
Damary, Jr., 36, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants following
a field investigation.

Waleed R. Vaughn, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue and Russell Road.

Thursday, February 9, David W.
Young, 23, of Roselle was arrested on
numerous outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
and LaGrande Avenue.

Thursday, February 9, Tracy R.
Moore, 25, of Irvington was arrested on
an outstanding warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Stewart Place.

Friday, February 10, James R. Griffin,
32, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue
for numerous outstanding warrants.
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County’s Hearing on SP
Open Space Devel. Halted

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — An exces-
sively overcrowded hearing room on
Monday evening led township police
and fire officials to halt the planning
board meeting that was discussing
Union County’s intention to lease the
former Sevell property on Cooper
Road so that it could be turned into an
education farm.

About 45 minutes into the county’s
presentation about its plans for the
23-acre property, which was pur-
chased in 2003 from the Sevell fam-
ily for $10 million in state Green
Acres and county open space trust
fund money, township police officers
entered the restless hearing room,
which was jammed with an estimated
175 residents, with several dozen
more crowded into the hallways and
outside.

Police and fire officials estimated
the turnout at around 400 people. The
room’s posted capacity is 140.

Testimony from Tim Keyes, the
owner of Green Meadows Farms,
which will operate the farm, and his
attorney, William Butler, had already
been interrupted several times by de-
risive groans and catcalls from resi-
dents who also loudly complained
that they couldn’t hear anything from
the back of the room and the hall-
ways.

Proceedings were halted for 15
minutes while Planning Board Chair-
woman Maria Sartor and Board At-
torney Daniel Bernstein conferred in
an anteroom with Lt. Neal LeStrange
and Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis. Citing
“unsafe conditions” in the municipal
building’s hearing room, which also
serves as the township council cham-
bers and the municipal courtroom,
Lt. LeStrange emerged and an-
nounced to the crowd that he would
“have to clear the room for the safety
of everybody.”

Mrs. Sartor said the hearing would
resume on February 27 in a larger
venue, most likely an auditorium in a
local school building.

As the room was cleared, Marc
Rogoff, an attorney who said he rep-
resented some of the residents living
near the Cooper Road property, told
the board he would be presenting his
own expert witnesses in opposition to
the farm proposal at the next hearing,
although it was unclear whether he
would be allowed to do so since this
week’s hearing was technically an
informational session, not an effort to
seek the board’s approval for the plan.

Green Meadows Farms operates
12 similar facilities in the U.S., ac-
cording to Mr. Keyes’ abbreviated
testimony. He told the board the farm,
which will be open from late April
through early November, is aimed
primarily at young children and fami-
lies. He envisioned that most visitors
during the week would be children on
school class trips while weekend visi-
tors would primarily be families. A
variety of American farm animals

will be housed on the property, which
he said would employ about 35 people
during the busiest times of year.

The concept plans for the property
show a large parking lot in the south-
eastern corner that can accommodate
a few hundred cars and two dozen
buses. Mr. Keyes said that during the
school year — May, early June, late
September and October — he ex-
pects about 25 school buses at the
farm, with most of them arriving be-
tween 9:30 a.m. and 11 p.m. Typical
tours last about two or three hours, he
said, so all buses will likely have
departed by 1:30 p.m.

The last two weeks of October, Mr.
Keyes, told the board, is the busiest
time of the year for Green Meadows
because families come to pick pump-
kins. During that time of year, he ex-
pects “200 cars at any one time” to be
in the parking lot, which, according to
the plans displayed on Monday
evening, abuts several residential prop-
erties on Cooper Road and other sec-
ondary streets.

Those living in the neighborhood
are concerned that the farm would
result in traffic congestion on Cooper
Road, which is a narrow thoroughfare.
Other concerns have been raised about
the effect of such a facility on local
property values. Some have questioned
whether it was proper for the county to
have used open space dollars to pur-
chase the property in order to turn it
into a profit-making venture.

Park Middle School has been cho-
sen as the site for the February 27
resumption of the hearing. Neighbor-
hood residents will be notified.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACCEPTING THE DUTY…Brian Levine of Westfield is sworn in Tuesday night
as the new Scotch Plains Township Attorney. His wife, Mabel, stands with him.

vey about the school’s food service
provided by Dowling Food Service
Management.

The two areas that received the
highest commendation were cleanli-
ness of the service area and the re-
sponsiveness of the cafeteria man-
agement. The visual appeal of selec-
tions and availability of favorite foods
were the areas, which needed im-
provement.

Dr. O’Malley said that overall the
respondents seemed “satisfied,” de-
spite many recent changes in food
policy. He said that he plans to work
with Dowling to “implement some of
the suggestions.”

In other news, five first-graders gave
power-point presentations to illus-
trate the progress of the new technol-
ogy initiative.

The students, along with
Beechwood School computer teacher
Laurie Wilson, demonstrated their
knowledge of the program on presen-
tations they created.

Isabelle Matlin, Megan Zabarsky,
Julia Sikora, Kian Monaghan and
Matthew Rice each received a certifi-
cate in appreciation of their hard work.

give the students hands on experi-
ence.

In other news, Board President
Anne Riegel and Beth Cassie will be
running for re-election this year. Kim-
berly Rhodes will be vacating her
position.

WHS senior Jesse Garfinkel is con-
templating a run for the vacant seat.
“I have been interested in politics
forever. A lot of students feel that
they don’t know what’s going on,” he
said.

Nominating petitions have picked
up from the board secretary’s office
but not returned by Mrs. Riegel, Ms.
Cassie and Jessie, according Director
of Community Relations Lorre
Korecky.

The candidate filing deadline is
Monday, February 27, at 4 p.m. The
school election will be held on Tues-
day, April 28, with voting hours 7
a.m. to 9 p.m., reflecting a change
from the originally proposed 6 a.m.
start due to a new directive from the
state.

The next budget meeting will be
held on Tuesday, February 28, and
when personnel and General Educa-
tion items.

oath of service. “I hope I don’t let
anybody down service as chief of
police,” he said.

After his swearing-in, Chief Legg
was asked about initial challenges in
taking command of the department.
“I really haven’t been in the position
long enough; I want to take a look at
the department and sit down and talk
with my officers and see what hap-
pens,” he said.

In other police business, Mayor
McCarthy announced the promotions
of other officers as part of the shift in
leadership. Lieutenant Leonard
DiStefano was promoted to captain;
Sergeant Bruce Underhill was named
lieutenant; and Officer Michael Wil-
son was promoted to sergeant.

During the regular borough coun-
cil meeting that followed, a local or-
dinance was unanimously adopted
that prohibits registered sex offend-
ers from residing or loitering within
2,500 feet of any school, park, play-
ground, recreation area, day care fa-
cility, or school bus stop.

Local resident Bruce Paterson,
during the public hearing prior to
the council’s vote, asked that the
ordinance be put on hold until it
was further reviewed for potential
constitutionality issues. He indi-
cated that the 2,500 feet restriction
basically applies to the entire mu-
nicipality.

“Blocking someone from moving
into town doesn’t seem right,” Mr.
Paterson said. “Garwood cannot be
an exclusive residence,” he added.

Borough attorney Robert Renaud
replied that the ordinance is on par
with what other communities have
adopted and none have been over-
turned to date.
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personal gain,” conduct unbecoming of a
police officer and using one’s authority to
influence or modify an action of another
officer. Two charges of false swearing
were dismissed.

“I find that Chambers was directly in-
volved in and participated in having her
ticket improperly voided,” Mr. Damato
said in his report, which is non-binding.

The charges were the result of allega-
tions that Detective Chambers had a ticket
voided for her son on February 16, 2005.
Her attorney, Hassan Abdellah of Eliza-
beth, argued during the hearings last sum-
mer that another detective, Lisa Perrotta,
had a ticket voided for a friend of hers, Jill
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Detective Chambers
Brown, as reported by Detective Cham-
bers to then Police Chief Bernard Tracy.

Mr. Damato dismissed that testimony
as “not legally relevant to these proceed-
ings,” given that the disciplinary hearing
was for Detective Chambers and not De-
tective Perrotta.

Mr. Damato cited Detective Cham-
bers’ long tenure with the Westfield Po-
lice Department as the reason she should
be permitted to return to work. He noted
she had no previous disciplinary actions
against her.

“Her assignment as a detective reflects
that value, as well as significant trust by
her superiors,” Mr. Damato stated.

When reached for comment last Thurs-
day, Mr. Abdellah said, “I agree she should
not have lost her job.” When asked
whether the verdict was a victory for his
client, he responded, “No doubt.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
Tuesday night that the town was waiting
to hear from Detective Chambers’ attor-
neys on whether she would appeal the
decision.

“I’ve heard nothing at this point,” he
said, noting that the deadline to appeal the
decision is this Friday, February 17.

Mr. Gildea doubted Detective Cham-
bers would be allowed to return to work
during an appeal, although he did not
know if she would be paid during that
process. Should she return to work, he
would confer with Police Chief John
Parizeau as to her position with the de-
partment.

In terms of the decision, Mr. Gildea
said he had an independent officer as-
signed to the case to ensure there were no
“improprieties” during the proceedings.
“As you know, it’s not a minor penalty.
It’s a major penalty,” he said.

“No matter which way she goes; if she
decides to appeal or come back to work,
the best thing for the town is to get this
thing (completed),” he said.

Saving Trees, Fixing Pool
Considered by Councils

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK AND
KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The Westfield and
Mountainside governing bodies met
briefly Tuesday night and discussed
tree preservation and resurfacing of
the community pool, respectively.

Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman
Tom Bigosinski reported that the Tree
Preservation Commission met Feb-
ruary 9 and that developers were look-
ing to remove 70 trees but in the end
the commission was able to save 22
trees from destruction.

A town ordinance enacted this year
forced builders to put barriers or buff-
ers around trees to be removed and
levied penalties for failing to comply.
Councilman Bigosinski said the origi-
nal penalty of $500 had been doubled
to $1,000, but said it’s still “a small
amount,” and has advocated for an
increase. “Anything that will give the
committee more teeth I’m all for.”

The Westfield town council also

authorized the demolition of seven
single-family dwellings at 616
Benson Place, 223 Golf Edge, 734
Woodland Avenue, 131 Boynton
Court, 55 Fairhill Drive, 20
Woodbrook Circle and 209 Massa-
chusetts Street.

Mountainside Engineer Michael
Disko recommended the  council
award a bid to the RJR Engineering
Company to apply three coats of ep-
oxy coating to the community pool
for $73,650. In addition, the com-
pany has bid $6,500 to replace the tile
in the diving pool. The new bid repre-
sents a $80,100 savings from bids
taken last fall to re-plaster the pool.

Mr. Disko also recommended the
council award a bid to Jo-Med Con-
tractors for foundation work for a
new slide at a cost of $15,994 with an
additional $11,500 for a fence and
gate around the slide. Professional
Parks, a Tennessee-based water slide
company, would be awarded the bid
for the slide installation at $117,250.


