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The Stone Financial Group
180 River Road, PO Box 1008
Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4079
www.nmfn.com/jeffrembisz

Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CSA
Disability Income Specialist

For more than 145 years, Northwestern Mutual and its products have quietly

earned a most enviable reputation. Today, only Northwestern Mutual

Financial Network representatives can offer access to its life insurance

products, plus the know-how of specialists.

Isn’t it time you had a Quiet Conversation™ with Jeff Rembisz?

Call today for a free, no-obligation consultation.

Complete coverage for
your financial future.

www.sg-cpas.com

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs
Call for an appointment

Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor
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† When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates, limit one 0.25% premium; FREE first order of checks; FREE service charge
on Traveler’s Cheques; FREE ATM fees up to $10.00.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month.
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on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs†

FREE First order of checks!†

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!†

FREE ATM fees up to $10†

3.00%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money        
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

County’s United Way Has Right
To Inform Westfielders of Its Work

Community Encouraged to Ask
Questions During Budget Process

Letters to the Editor

The board of education is now well into
our process for developing the proposed
2006-2007 school district budget. Our
goal is to construct a budget that the
community can ultimately support. The
budget needs to address our educational
priorities, deal with government man-
dates and cope with cost areas that are
difficult to manage. Can we craft a “per-
fect” budget that meets all needs and
pleases everyone? Wishful, but unlikely.
We are committed to creating a reason-
able budget that meets many needs at a
fiscally responsible level of spending.

The board’s role in the process is to
review the proposals made by the admin-
istration, judge priorities and continue to
look for ways to maximize the benefits
we get from the resources we have. Since
the beginning of January, we’ve held
weekly meetings to publicly discuss the
first draft of the budget. We’ve already
heard from administrators about employee
benefits, utilities, capital projects, cur-
riculum, special education, athletics and
fine arts. Upcoming areas include tech-

nology, guidance and personnel.
What is the community’s role in the

process? We want you to ask us questions
and voice your opinions during the devel-
opment process so we’ll have the oppor-
tunity to consider your requests and ad-
dress your concerns before we determine
the final budget. This dialogue will help
us create a budget that meets the needs of
our children while reflecting unavoidable
compromises. By mid March, our budget
process will be almost over; we have a
final budget hearing in late March to
approve the actual budget that will go
before the voters on April 18.

How can you become informed about the
budget? Board meetings are taped and shown
on Channel 36, information will be posted
on our website at www.westfieldnjk12.org
and presentations will be held at school
meetings. Contact the board at
boe@westfieldnjk12.org or Dr. Foley at
wfoley@westfieldnjk12.org to share your
feedback or concerns.

Anne Riegel
President, Westfield Bd.  of Ed.

All Towns Should Be Represented
At Union County Budget Meetings

I would like to comment on Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky’s column, which ap-
peared in the January 26 edition of The
Leader. In his column the mayor con-
tended that the efforts of the Westfield
United Way are being diluted by action
from a competing United Way.

As 29-year residents of Westfield, my
wife and I have always been greatly im-
pressed by the effectiveness of the
Westfield United Way. It truly makes a
wonderful contribution to our commu-
nity. We have always supported the WUW
generously, and in the past I have served
as both a campaign volunteer and a mem-
ber of the budget review committee.

Some years ago, I became acquainted
with the work of the United Way of Greater
Union County, the “competing organiza-
tion” cited in the mayor’s column. This
organization supports the needs of the
entire Union County community, includ-
ing contributing to many of the same vital
agencies supported by the WUW. As you
are surely aware, many people in our
county are in dire need of assistance at
this time. Accordingly, I joined the
UWGUC board several years ago, and
support the organization both financially
and through volunteer activities.

I believe that there are many compas-
sionate people in Westfield who might
support the needs of the most vulnerable

citizens of Union County, while at the
same time continuing their support of the
WUW. In addition, I believe that many of
us understand that the health and well-
being of our surrounding communities
directly impacts our quality of life in
Westfield. For these reasons, the United
Way of Greater Union County has the
right and responsibility to make the people
of Westfield aware of its activities.

The mayor cites several areas in which
the Westfield United Way provides car-
ing and effective services to our commu-
nity. What many Westfielders may not
know is that the WUW has been provided
support by the UWGUC in many ways
and for many years. As an example,
UWGUC secured and delivered to the
WUW a large grant in support of the 9/11
activities mentioned in Mr. Skibitsky’s
column. In addition, a significant sum of
money is “direct designated” to the WUW
from the annual campaigns conducted by
the United Way of Greater Union County
and affiliated organizations.

I believe it is very important for these
two fine organizations to develop an ami-
cable and constructive relationship. If
this can be achieved, both Westfield and
Union County will benefit greatly.

Dennis Poller
Westfield

Although the county claims approxi-
mately one quarter of our property tax
bill, the county portion of the property tax
is never mentioned when municipal dis-
cussions of the “property tax crisis” arise.

At a council meeting in 2003, Cranford
Township Commissioner George Jorn
stated that the Township of Cranford has
no say in the county’s budget discussions.

I must disagree. Although it’s obvious
that we don’t have a “say” in the budget
process, every resident in Union County
has a “voice” in the budget process. Espe-
cially our local elected officials.

The town council represents the people
of Cranford and not a political party. I
propose that it should unanimously ex-
press our opposition at the egregious tax
increases that the board of chosen free-
holders places on us yearly. The county
has increased its portion of our property
taxes over 55 percent over five years,
including the Open Space Trust Fund,
which is an additional tax. Consider that
Cranford sent the county $500,000 in
2005 for the Trust Fund alone.

The Township of Cranford sends more
than $13 million a year to the county with
no accountability of how it is spent. Our

town council should either insist on a say
in how our taxes are being spent or fight
for a reversal in this pattern of increases,
which is taxation without representation.

In a letter to the editor, Cranford Mayor
Dan Ashenbach stated that he doesn’t
mind “kissing a few hands” in order to get
some money from the freeholders. I found
this statement to be outrageous, although
I appreciated the honesty. Receiving ser-
vices from the county is not a favor but a
right of the taxpayers. It is our money!
Not only should every town council de-
mand a return on our tax dollars but they
should also demand that the wasteful and
inappropriate spending be stopped.

This is not only our right as taxpayers
but it is our duty as citizens to hold elected
officials accountable. We elect town coun-
cils to do what is in the best interest of the
residents, not to kowtow to their party
leadership.

Every municipality should participate
in the county’s budget process. There
should be at least 21 people at these
budget hearings, and they shouldn’t be
there to kiss anything.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Affordable Housing Important
To New Jersey Communities

We’ve all seen large housing develop-
ments with a small number of affordable
homes. And we’ve probably been told
that development was necessary to meet
the town’s Mount Laurel obligation. But
it wasn’t.

Creative towns all over New Jersey are
meeting their affordable housing obliga-
tions without large-scale development.
Former schools and fire stations have
been converted into affordable apart-
ments. Infill development has helped
towns meet their obligations without
building beyond existing neighborhoods.
Developments have provided affordable
housing without any market rate housing
at all.

Local officials should support appro-
priate affordable housing.

Why? Affordable housing is good for
the economy. Businesses need employ-
ees at every income level, and affordable
housing helps build an inviting business
climate.

Affordable housing is good for the
community. New Jersey neighborhoods
are stronger when they include our teach-
ers, police officers, municipal workers,
and young adults who grew up there.
Today, these New Jerseyans are priced
out of many towns.

Well-planned affordable housing is
good for the environment. By helping
workers live closer to their jobs, afford-

able housing can reduce the air pollution
created by long commutes.

To create affordable housing without
large-scale market rate development,
some towns have partnered with non-
profit developers who can access state
and federal funding. Others have worked
with for-profit companies who have dif-
ferent financing options available. And
some towns have created their own non-
profits to develop and manage affordable
housing, financed with development fees.

Municipalities can ensure local control
by planning to meet their obligations with
affordable housing that best meet their
own unique circumstances.

On its website (www.cahenj.org), the
Coalition for Affordable Housing and the
Environment discusses ways that towns
can provide affordable housing and pro-
tect the environment. It includes ques-
tions to ask to ensure well-considered
COAH compliance, examples of creative,
environmentally-sensitive projects and
financial and technical resources.

New Jersey towns can provide afford-
able housing, protect the environment
and determine how they will grow. It
takes a little effort and some ingenuity,
but it is worth the effort.

Co-chairs Sydelle Hersh, Union
Louise Ballard, Hillside

Union Cty. League of Women Voters

New Orleans, La. Family Thanks
Westfielders for Kindness, Generosity

Fanwood Resident Comments on Facts
Regarding Midway Construction

The following letter was recently sent
to the McKinley School PTO in apprecia-
tion of their efforts in the Katrina Direct
Relief Drive held in November of 2005.
My family was one of many that directly
benefited from this town-wide effort.
Please share this letter with your readers,
many of whom contributed generously
during this drive.

My family is terribly grateful and would
like the entire town to know this. I appre-
ciate your cooperation.

Wendy Connolly, Westfield
McKinley PTO Co-President

* * * * *
Words cannot begin to express our

gratitude for your kindness and generos-
ity. Some things that your thoughtfulness
has made happen for our family include:

Helped two college students switch
schools and set up housing; replaced flooded

furniture, clothes and kitchen items; bought
Christmas gifts for kids whose parents lost
their job; provided care for uprooted, trau-
matized pets; helped pay exorbitant gaso-
line and dry-cleaning bills and cleaned yards
of fallen trees and debris.

We hope this gives you an idea of the
many ways those gift cards meant so
much to us and made our holidays spe-
cial. It is truly amazing the way your
community has reached out to us in this
time of need. Our sister, Wendy, is very
fortunate to be in such a wonderful town
surrounded by people who care. We are
certainly not the “city that care forgot”
because of folks like you.

Once again we send our heartfelt love,
thanks, appreciation and best wishes for
the New Year.

The Williamson Family
New Orleans, La.

In August 2003, my husband and I
returned from vacation to find the con-
struction of the house behind us. We went
to the building inspector and zoning of-
ficer all upset with what they were doing
but was told they were within their rights
and the permit. As the building progressed,
I constantly called Bruce Helmstetter, the
building inspector, all upset and was told
there was nothing I could do.

Around March or April of 2004, Mr.
Segal brought in a backhoe (or some kind of
large digging machine which barely fit into
the yard) to dig up his backyard and in the
process they cut into my property line. At
that point I hired a surveyor to survey my
property so I could put a fence up and
discovered he was too close to my property
line and had cut three feet into my property.
In May 2004, I requested a stop work order.

In July 2004, my husband passed away,
leaving me to fight this by myself. Fortu-
nately, I have a brother who has been the
major contact with Mr. Segal and his
lawyer, Mr. DeMasi. Mr. DeMasi origi-

nally wrote the agreement between us,
but because there were too many things in
the document that I requested he change
and he didn’t, my brother ended up writ-
ing the contract himself.

In October 2005, one of my trees fell
down, missing my house by inches, caused
by the roots being cut by Mr. Segal. It took
from May 2004 until November 2005 for
Mr. Segal and I to reach an agreement by
which he would replace the trees he ruined
by cutting into my property line and in
exchange I would allow him to anchor the
wall into my property. I also requested a
fence above the wall as a safety issue.

The events as reported in your article
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, Febru-
ary 2) are inaccurate. The wall was built
way after he dug into my property, and he
replaced my trees because he ruined those
that were there. He also knew he needed
a variance and wanted my positive com-
ments in order to get it.

Marsha Gelfand
Fanwood

Bernard Heeney Creative Writing Contest
Enter creative writing contest. It is open to anyone and there is no
fee. Entries received by February 15 will receive editor’s feedback
and an opportunity to update work prior to the final submittal date
of March 1. Register now and see details at www.goleader.com.

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in

Westfield with the newspaper. Several thousand additional cop-

ies are distributed to others. It is a year-round reference for resi-

dents and a gift for newcomers. This Is Westfield features the

region’s business, education, civic, government and cultural or-

ganizations. A must for business in the region.

This Is Westfield 2006
34th Annual Edition, coming May 2006

Reserve Your Ad
Space Now

See goleader.com/tiw

for details or

call a real person at

(908) 232-4407.


