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COLOSSAL TASK...Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) Music Director
David Wroe (left) and (from left to right) New Jersey composers Carlos Franzetti,
Trent Johnson and Ge Gan-ru gather to announce their world premiere of The
New Colossus on February 11 at the Presbyterian Church as part of the WSO’s
Valentine’s celebration concert.

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG

Funding has been made  possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the  Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer.  This national 
program is designed to provide orchestras with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new music within their institutions.  
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

DAVID WROE
Music Director

SAT., FEB. 11th, 2006 8PM
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

MY MUSICAL VALENTINE

SPECIAL OFFER
CHILDREN AND STUDENTS $5 WITH PURCHASE OF ADULT TICKET!

BERNSTEIN Candide Overture
THE NEW COLOSSUS world premiere

PROKOFIEV Romeo and Juliet 
Symphonic Suite

This flyer has been made possible through the generosity of COMMERCE BANK, 560 North Ave E. Westfield NJ 07090

call 908 232 9400 for tickets 
or email us at 

WSO@westfieldsymphony.org

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, January 23, a Catholic church
in town reported the theft of $20,000 in
collection funds from a safe inside the
house of worship.

Tuesday, January 24, Hilary Belsky, 51,
of Cranford was arrested in the 1700 block
of Boulevard and charged with driving
while intoxicated, operating an unregis-
tered vehicle and possession of an open
container of alcohol in a motor vehicle.
She was issued summonses and released.

Friday, January 27, Jason L. Mungin,
25, of Newark was arrested at South Av-
enue and Tuttle Parkway on an outstand-
ing Union Township criminal warrant for
$355. He was released after posting bail.

Friday, January 27, Watrina V.
Armstrong, 22, of Newark was arrested
on a Roselle traffic warrant at Central and
Elizabeth Avenues. Armstrong was re-
leased after posting $89 bail.

Friday, January 27, Adewale B. Idowu,
61, of Plainfield was arrested on Cross-
way Place after leading police on a high-
speed chase through several municipali-
ties, including Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Mountainside. The suspect was ap-
prehended after sideswiping one car and
striking another head-on as he attempted
to flee on Crossway Place. No serious
injuries were reported.

Idowu was charged with three counts
of aggravated assault on a police officer
for allegedly attempting to ram three po-
lice vehicles during the pursuit, as well as
one count each of eluding police and one
count of resisting arrest.

Once Idowu was in custody, authori-
ties learned a criminal warrant had been
issued for him by Bridgewater carrying
$2,500 bail. Additionally, a traffic war-
rant had been issued by Kenilworth with
$750 bail. Superior Court Judge James
Heimlich set bail at $100,000.

Saturday, January 28, Brian Nevins,
Jr., 30, of Garwood was arrested at Michael
Drive and Springfield Avenue and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. He was released on
his own recognizance with summonses.

Saturday, January 28, Jack Lipsett, 3rd,
21, of Garwood was arrested at Carleton
Road and Park Street on an outstanding
traffic warrant out of Howell Township for
$89. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, January 28, James Fitzgerald,
32, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield motor vehicle warrant with $500
bail. He posted bail and was released.

Sunday, January 29, Augusto
Figueroacerron, 24, of Newark was arrested
at South Avenue and Boulevard and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Monday, January 30, Dajuan Harris,
20, of Pittsfield, Me. was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Livingston Street on an outstanding no-
bail criminal warrant issued by the Union
County Superior Court. Additionally,
Harris was charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, for which he was issued a sum-
mons. He was turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office on the warrant.

Tuesday, January 31, Katrina Cooper,
55, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway on an outstanding Berke-
ley Heights motor vehicle warrant for
$42, as well as for possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana. She
was released on her own recognizance
with a summons on the marijuana charge
and released on bail on the warrant.

Wednesday, February 1, Juan Melendez,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Watterson Street on an outstanding Sea-
side Heights motor vehicle warrant for
$300. He posted bail and was released.

Thursday, February 2, a resident of a
Boynton Avenue apartment reported the
theft of her debit card. Authorities said no
activity has appeared on it since the last
time it was lawfully used.

Thursday, February 2, Ginger Seaman,
27, of Union was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a traffic warrant for
$250 that was issued by Garwood. Seaman
was released on her own recognizance.

Thursday, February 2, Stephen Rizzo,
25, of North Brunswick was arrested at
the Westfield Police Department on a
North Brunswick traffic warrant for $750.
Rizzo was held in default of bail.

Thursday, February 2, Danielle Bailey,
40, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
East Orange traffic warrant for $750. She
was held in default of bail.

Thursday, February 2, Christopher
Barnes, 46, of Bloomfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing criminal warrants from
Montclair, for $1,000, and Fort Lee, for
$275. He was released after posting bail.

Thursday, February 2, Robert Smith,
25, of Edison was arrested at the Rahway
Police Department on outstanding traffic
warrants from Westfield, for $540, and
Elizabeth, for $580. Smith was transported
to the Union County jail in default of bail.

Friday, February 3, Matthew R. Tuck,
18, of South Bound Brook was arrested
and charged with third degree aggravated
assault on a security officer at a Lamberts
Mill Road school. Tuck is alleged to have
punched the male officer several times in

the chest before being subdued. The of-
ficer complained of pain in his chest but
did not require medical attention. Tuck
was released on his own recognizance.

Friday, February 3, Zachary Rosenberg,
19, of Wall and Corey Miller, 18, of
Westfield were arrested following a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the 700 block of Cen-
tral Avenue. Rosenberg was charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia and was released with sum-
monses. Miller was arrested on an out-
standing Scotch Plains traffic warrant for
$200. He posted bail and was released.

Saturday, February 4, Emilia Laface,
21, of Cranford was arrested at Central
Avenue and Clifton Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. She was
released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, February 4, Frederick Coo-
per, Jr., 18, and Kyle Clarke, 18, both of
Westfield, were arrested on Central Av-
enue and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.
Both were released with summonses.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 31, Kenneth E. Sand-

ers of Irvington was transported from the
Essex County jail for outstanding war-
rants in the amount of $500.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, February 2, a Harding Road

resident reported that her cleaning lady
verbally harassed her after they argued
over the quality of work performed.

Friday, February 3, a resident of Willow
Avenue reported that an individual rode
past her on a bicycle and yelled at her. Police
said there are no suspects at this time.

Saturday, February 4, Alex Paredes, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on Route 22 and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
Paredes also was charged with careless
driving, police said. He was issued a sum-
mons and released to a family member.

Saturday, February 4, a resident of Coun-
try Club Lane reported being the victim of
theft. The victim said someone removed a
tire from his motor vehicle, which was in
front of his house at the time.

Saturday, February 4, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated he parked
his vehicle in the lot and when he returned,
an unknown person had broken a window
on the vehicle and removed a cellular
telephone and charger. The victim reported
that the value of the items was $300.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 31, Beverly D. Miller,

38, of Plainfield was arrested at Martine
and North Avenues on outstanding war-
rants following a motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, January 31, Johnetta C.
Riddick, 31, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.

Wednesday, February 1, Joseph Hanna,
25, of Old Bridge was arrested on South
Avenue on outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, February 1, Carlos O.
Iraheta, 30, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with shoplifting at a South Av-
enue grocery store. He also was arrested
on outstanding warrants.

Saturday, February 4, Arlene Capitaz,
26, of Elizabeth was arrested on active
warrants following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue at Terrill Road.

Sunday, February 5, Richard D. Forbes,
41, of Shillington, Pa. was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Monday, February 6, Stacee Y. Petty,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on numer-
ous outstanding warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, February 6, Steven L. Petty,
28, of Hillside was arrested on outstanding
warrants following a field investigation.

Monday, February 6, Derek W. Ship,
Jr., 28, of Plainfield was arrested on ac-
tive warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Monday, February 6, Lonnie J. Ward,
Jr., 29, of Orange was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on
outstanding warrants.

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC

Criminal Defense - Federal & State

Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Robert G. Stahl

Christopher M. Farella

Korey Kerscher Sarokin

220 St. Paul Street,

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

Very private sale:
Estate item, frankly, too nice for charity, consignment or

thrift shop.  An unusual and timely bargain.

Mink collar with matching mink hat

Persian Lamb Coat

Custom tailored.  Quietly exquisite styling.
Below knee length, medium size.

Superior condition, of course.
Asking $2,350.

Examine by appointment,

in Westfield: 908-233-4972

58 Elm Street • Westfield

908-232-3278

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Serving The Community for 30 Years

www.juxtaposegallery.com

“Lovers”
Etching by Helen Frank

iam Foley said the possibilities would
be explored.

The budget for “stipends,” which
includes interscholastic athletics,
intramurals, cheerleading, eighth-
grade sports, equipment manager and
site supervisor, increased 3.2 percent
to $648,421, from $628,150 in Fiscal
Year (FY) 2005-2006.

Mr. Tranchina said he is not pro-
posing any additional coaches, and
that new coaches he has hired are
“coming in with lower salaries” based
on experience.

Since the ratio of coaches to ath-
letes in the planning budget was based
on student participation numbers from
2004-2005, Ms. Riegel asked for up-
dated numbers in order to reassess
coaching needs.

Mr. Tranchina agreed to provide
the data. “All of our numbers are up.
They’re very high,” he assured.

There was no increase in the por-
tion of the budget for “reconditioning
of equipment and uniforms.”

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
commended the department on get-
ting “full use” of the uniforms, which
are recycled year after year.

There also was a decrease of $500
for “travel and conferences.”

The fine arts budget increased 4.43
percent, from $3,406,736 in FY 2005-
2006 to $3,557,807 in FY 2006-2007.

“Transportation” increased from
$17,000 in FY 2005-2006 to $19,000
in FY 2006-2007.

Dr. King explained that although
transportation costs were secured last
summer for FY 2005-2006, not all of
the prices were honored due  to rising
fuel costs.

After voicing concern about
whether there is “consistency” in
terms of which school trips are funded
privately versus publicly, Ms. Riegel
asked that the policy be reviewed.

The budget for “equipment repair”
increased from $7,250 to $10,250,
due in part to the cost of maintaining
the marching band truck.

Mr. Berman said he is exploring
the possibility of sharing the truck
with the maintenance department in
the off-season.

The cost for “co-curricular ex-
penses” increased from $15,787 in
FY 2005-2006 to $18,179 in FY 2006-
2007, due in part to the addition of a
second jazz band.

“Co-curricular” participants in-
clude All-City Band, Orchestra and
Chorus, fall dramas, spring musicals,

Intermediate Ensembles, Marching
Band, Jazz Bands and Forensics.

Stipends for these activities in-
creased 5.5 percent to $145,528, also
due in part to the additional jazz band.

Dr. King explained that directing
activities, such as marching band, are
“huge commitments,” adding that
when colleges see marching band in a
curriculum, they know these students
“have discipline, they have commit-
ment and they know how to budget
their time.”

No monies were allocated for “in-
structional equipment” due to last
year’s budget defeat. Fine arts did,
however, receive a combined $14,300
from the Coalition for the Arts and
the Education Fund of Westfield for
instruments.

Dr. King did propose a new initia-
tive for “technology integration in the
elementary schools” that would pro-
vide laptops for 20 fine arts teachers.

She explained that with the new
program, third graders would no
longer learn to read music by playing
on recorders. Instead, computer soft-
ware would teach “music-note read-
ing and art skills.”

Dr. King said that the current
method is “taking away from our
instrumental program” because the
recorder is played much differently
than the musical instruments learned
after third grade.

She said the laptops would provide
a much-needed “tool to teach,” add-
ing that it is currently difficult for
teachers who travel from room to
room with a cart.

While some board members were
troubled by the idea of replacing the
“hands on” experience with computer
software, they agreed to explore the
cost of introducing the software ini-
tially into just the music program.

“We’ll see what that (cost) comes
out to be,” said Dr. Foley.

In other business, Ms. Riegel re-
minded the public that petitions to
run for a seat on the board are due on
Monday, February 27, at 4 p.m. Ms.
Rhodes has announced that she will
not seek re-election. Mrs. Riegel said
she plans to seek another term.

The board will meet Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14, to discuss technology and
guidance budgets and Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 28, to discuss personnel and
general education.

The budget vote and school board
election is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 18.
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cessible. As Mr. Cockren added, this
would preclude someone doing a
minor addition from using Porto
johns. While admitting he didn’t know
for certain, Mr. Cockren said his “in-
stinct is that we probably can (enact
such a ruling).”

When resident Allen Solomon
asked about the status of the redevel-
opment repeal, Mr. Cockren said that
one of the lawyers in his office is in
the process of drawing up a draft
ordinance for referral to the planning
board. The ordinance would repeal
the previous distinction, “which is
akin to rezoning the land.”

“The redevelopment designation
adoption was a rezoning of those two
parcels of land. The redevelopment
statute does not have any position on
repeal. It is silent. We believe the
proper way to treat the issue was a
rezoning of the parcel by the removal
of the redevelopment designation,
similar to any time you change the
zoning of any parcel in town. It re-
quires a referral to the planning board.
We are retracing all the actions that
occurred. Just as we built the bridge,
we will take it apart piece by piece
and undo all of the pieces put in place
to create what we created,” Mr.
Cockren said.

Homes at 131 Boynton Court and
734 Woodland Avenue will be de-
molished. According to Town Engi-
neer Ken Marsh, the Woodland prop-
erty is unique in that it is partially in
both Mountainside and Westfield. Ten
feet of the irregularly shaped struc-
ture is in Mountainside domain. Mr.
Marsh asked Construction Official
Steve Freedman if there are jurisdic-
tional issues. Mr. Freedman directed
his question to the Mountainside code
officer, who said it generally goes to
the jurisdiction with the largest por-
tion of the lot.

Today, the tree preservation com-
mission will meet, allowing for the
possibility that previously deferred
homes would be added to the two
already on the docket.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said,
when asked about televising planning
board and board of adjustment meet-
ings, the new TV-36 advisory board
had its first meeting last week and will
begin to “change the scope of the
responsibility of the board.” He said
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Westfield Town Council
the town is facing an employment
change at TV-36 to “allow us to have
more flexibility.” He announced that
the TV-36 director will resign on March
1 to take another job.

“That’s sad for us; he’s worked
well over the last five years. It’s an
opportunity to craft that change in the
department to work better to encom-
pass those things (televising meet-
ings) and work better with shared
services and the board of ed[ucation],”
Mr. Gildea said.

have already shrunk it down and now
you want me to shrink it down more.”

In other business, the board unani-
mously granted Dr. Suzanne Offen
permission to convert an existing two-
family house at 518 Westfield Av-
enue into a professional ophthalmol-
ogy practice.

Dr. Offen testified that she is cur-
rently practicing at 524 Westfield
Avenue, which is next door. She fur-
ther stated that she was not planning
on expanding her existing practice
but that she wanted to better serve her
existing clientele. She also stated that
in her existing building, she only has
one floor, where in the new building
she would have two floors. She  said
that the second floor would be dedi-
cated for children.

She concluded by noting that she
had been at the 524 location for 12
years and has been practicing in
Westfield for a total of 19 years.

In other business, the planning
board unanimously voted to appoint
Mr. Newell as board vice president.

The next planning board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, March 6, at 8
p.m.
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Chambers
Disciplined

goleader.com/subscribe

minated, Mr. Gildea said he was dis-
cussing all the possible options with-
out revealing his decision.

During the public hearings, held
July, August and September, the
town’s case focused on allegations
that Detective Chambers had a ticket
fixed by her son. Detective Chambers
attorney, Hassan Abdellah of Eliza-
beth countered by alleging that an-
other Detective, Lisa Perrotta, fixed a
ticket for a friend of hers and that she
was not disciplined.

Mr. Abdellah argued that former
police chief Bernard Tracy was in-
volved in some sort of “social rela-
tionship” with Detective Chambers
and that the charges were brought
against her as retaliation by the chief.

Mr. Abdellah was unavailable for
comment on Wednesday.25th Anniversary Sale

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Visit us and discover why families trust us and our
products for their first child to their last.


