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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Milestones Are Upcoming
For WHS Coaches, Teams

The 2005-06 scholastic sports sea-
son has already seen a couple of mile-
stones reached by WHS teams and/or
coaches, and several more figure to be
broken this spring, or before the new
year (2007) comes around. Here’s a
look at some of them:

FIELD HOCKEY: The team has a
299-194-98 record since becoming a
varsity sport in 1972 under then-coach
Carol Donner. There have been three
county and four sectional titles, under
Donner (101-24-17, 2-3) and current
coach Maggie McFadden (172-153-
70, 0-1).

GIRLS TENNIS: The team has a
599-106 record since becoming a var-
sity sport in 1972 under then-coach
Kathy Luckey. There have been 10
county, 14 sectional and four state
Group 4 titles under Luckey (358-59,
6-10-4) and Ed Tirone (223-45, 4-4-
2). The team went 18-2 in 1993 in
Lance Wildstein’s lone season as
coach. With Nikki Reich, Lindsay
Goldberg and Lane Maloney return-
ing at singles, and Kim Morawski and
Meredith Kender back at doubles, plus
girls moving up from a 12-1 jayvee
team, it shouldn’t take long to reach
No. 600.

BASEBALL: The WHS baseball
team has been in existence for over
100 years and is closing in on its
1,000th victory. The records for the
early years of WHS baseball are not
likely to ever be known, as results in
The Westfield Leader and Union
County Standard were sporadic, at
best. The results that are known give
WHS a 961-743-13 record. Current
coach Bob Brewster figures to reach a
milestone this spring, as he brings a
386-217-3 record into his 24th spring.
With one of his most talented teams,
14 wins shouldn’t take very long.

BOYS LACROSSE: Gerry
Benaquista got his 100th coaching
victory last spring with the boys la-
crosse team. But that included wins
when he was coaching at Northern
Highlands. His WHS record is 94-80
and win, No. 100 for the Blue and
White should come early this spring.

BOWLING: It’s difficult to keep
track of dual meet wins in bowling,
but WHS (and its only coach Mike
Tirone) came into this winter with a
296-86 record since the program be-
gan in 1982. If they’ve already won
four this winter, a major congrats to
Tirone and Co. for reaching the 300
milestone.

BOYS TENNIS: Look for George
(GK II) Kapner, already the school’s
winningest overall coach, to become
No. 1 on the boys tennis list this spring.
With a 298-84 record in 15 seasons,
Kapner trails only Tony Berardo (312-
52 in 15 seasons), who he replaced in

1991. With a solid group of veterans
back this spring, Kapner would love to
see his team bring back the first state
Group 4 championship trophy since
1988.

Girls basketball: No WHS girls bas-
ketball team has ever won 20 games in
a season. The 1990 team, under coach
Dave Shapiro, holds the record at 19-
6 (the team was 18-6 in 1976 under
Greg Gorski). This year’s team was
12-5 as of this writing, and awaiting
the return to the lineup of injured
Stephanie Slodyczak. Less than two
years removed from a winless season,
a record for W’s would be an amazing
turnaround for coach Joe Marino.

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY: The
girls have a 194-32 record since the
program was started in 1980 under
Thom Hornish, the only coach in pro-
gram history. The 200th victory will
happen sometime this fall.

VOLLEYBALL: A belated con-
gratulations to longtime volleyball
coach Bev Torok, whose team went
18-7 last fall. She now has a 200-71
record in 12 years as the volleyball
coach. She also had a 75-21-1 mark as
the girls swim coach from 1994-2000.

DEN TRIVIA
The Union County Wrestling Tour-

nament started in 1976. Which team
won the first, six team titles?

SO-SO OPENERS
Whoever the new WHS football is,

the chances of him opening with a
victory next September against Kearny
are about 50-50, if you go by past
history. The last 12 new coaches have
a combined 6-5-1 record in their open-
ing games:
Hub Stine (1916): Tied Plainfield 0-0.
W.A. Howe (1921): Beat Bound Brook
40-0.
Howard Batten (1923): Lost to Chattle
(Long Branch) 13-0.
Bob Duncan (1929): Lost to Summit 19-7.
Joe Freeman (1941): Beat Somerville
25-0.
Fred Bradshaw (1955): Lost to Union
26-13.
Les Zorge (1957): Beat Ferris (Jersey
City) 18-13.
Gary Kehler (1961): Beat A.L. Johnson
25-7.
Dick Zimmer (1983): Lost to Summit 17-7.
Ed Tranchina (1985): Beat Rahway 7-0.
Jim Benedict (1994): Beat Rahway 19-6.
Ed Tranchina (1996): Lost to Dickinson
(Jersey City) 24-13.

Ironically, none of the above head
coaches was a graduate of Westfield
High School. Duncan (University of
Iowa), Freeman (Rhode Island),
Bradshaw (Illinois), Zorge (Ohio) and
Tranchina (Long Island) all came from
out of state. Stine (North Plainfield),
Kehler (Hackettstown), Zimmer (Co-
lumbia) and Benedict (Governor
Livingston) all played their school
ball in New Jersey.

HUGE WIN
The WHS-Madison wrestling match

last week was a monster win for Glen
Kurz’s team. Down 10 points with just
two bouts left, freshmen John Barnes
(112) and Sam Reichbach (119) deliv-
ered pins to earn a 38-36 victory and
improve WHS’s record to 7-1. Unfor-
tunately, the wrestlers apparently for-

got it was a tri-meet and they barely
showed up in a loss to previously
winless Delbarton.

“They got too caught up in beating
Madison,” Kurz said. “It was a lesson
that hopefully they learned.”

Apparently they did, because they
came back a week ago Wednesday to
knock off Cranford 31-29, with Mark
Boyd winning the final match to pull
out the victory. With wins over Union
and Chatham, Westfield is 10-2 and
looking to qualify for the state group
tournament for the first time since
1996 (losing to Morris Knolls in the
first round).

“That would be a great first step, to
get back to qualifying for sectionals,”
Kurz said. “It’s good to be even think-
ing about it again, cause I didn’t have to
add up any power points last year. It’s
more work, but more enjoyable too.”

Kurz wrestled on WHS teams that
went 46-13-2 during his four years.
His junior year (1990), WHS went 16-
2 and won the school’s last sectional
(North 2 Group 4) title.

WHOOPS
Faithful reader Jeff Gilbert of

Pittstown was quick to point a mistake
in a recent Den that mentioned Jahn’s
as the place the WHS swim team used
to go for Awful Awful’s after winning
a big meet. He correctly noted that the
place was Bond’s. Jahn’s was in Union,
while Bond’s was on the Summit/
Millburn border on old Route 24, down
the street from the old (and glorious)
Springfield White Diamond.

SWIMMING UPDATE
If the Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys

swim team hadn’t won the Union
County championship in 1999, end-
ing WHS’s streak of 42 consecutive
county championships, the Blue Dev-
ils would be going for their 50th con-
secutive title tomorrow at Elizabeth (5
p.m. start). The town of Westfield fig-
ures to have several individual cham-
pions from among WHS seniors Pat
Daurio and Brandon Cuba, juniors P.J.
Harley and Luke Baran, and freshman
Chris DeLaFuente, along with Ora-
tory Prep senior Grant Moryan, the
defending champion in the 100-yard
freestyle, and ’04 champ in the 200
free. The county girls swim champi-
onships on Saturday morning should
be an amazing battle between WHS
and SP-F. The two have gone tooth
and nail the past two years, and shared
the title last year. Scotch Plains won
their dual meet back on Dec. 3, but
WHS placed higher at the Pirate Invi-
tational (with each team missing two
standouts).

TRIVIA ANSWER
Under coach Gary Kehler, WHS

won from 1976-81, and also won in
1990 and ’92 under coach Don
MacDonald. Current WHS coach Glen
Kurz was a 1990 county champion.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!
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This Stunning 5 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial will boast a two-story greeting
with marvelous flow lending itself to gracious entertaining. It includes a
custom dining room and a family room graced with a lovely fireplace. The
1st floor offers a hardwood/ ceramic floor combination. The Eat-in-Kitchen
includes superb cabinetry & granite tops. The home also offers a spaciously
designed master bedroom suite.

Berkeley Heights
Pre-Construction Price $949,000

608 Sherwood Parkway
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

For Information / Brochure Contact
Teresa at 908-232-1111

Visit: www.customservicebuilders.com
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908-301-2036: Office Direct
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Another fabulous Buontempo home ready
for occupancy in March 2006!  A rare new
construction offering!  4,250 square feet of
majestic luxury on a picturesque Westfield
Street, with a tremendous list of amenities
and extensive attention to detail.  It offers
exquisite craftsmanship throughout, from
the gourmet kitchen, six bedrooms and four
and one half  custom bathrooms, to the sun
drenched conservatory, and 3 car garage, this
custom home affords memorable living on
a fully landscaped lot 140’ x 125’ lot.
Offered at $2,500,000.

315 Jefferson Avenue, Westfield
This Quality crafted new construction Colonial style
home is located within oneblock to the Westfield train
station. It offers an elegant two-story entry foyer, for-
mal dining room, living room and large family room
with fireplace. The gourmet kitchen is highlighted by
wood raised panel cabinetry, granite counter tops and
a breakfast area with French doors. There is a beauti-
ful conservatory located off  the dining and living room
area.  The second floor boasts a master bedroom with
fireplace, Kohler whirlpool tub,  stall shower and double
vanity. There are three additional large bedrooms, with
a main bath.  A truly convenient second floor laundry
room and access to a walk-up attic completes the pic-
ture.  The home will be 3533 square feet, Property size
is 75’ x 152’.  $1,450,000.

639 Summit Avenue, Westfield

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

This Quality crafted 7-year old colonial style home
is located on a cul-de-sac street within the Franklin
School District of  Westfield.  It offers an entry
foyer, living room, dining room, library or den,
eat-in kitchen, and family room with wood-burn-
ing fireplace.  The second floor boasts a master
bedroom, walk-in closet, whirlpool tub, stall
shower and vanity.  There are three additional bed-
rooms with a main bath.  The finished walk-out
basement offers a great entertainment center with
sliders to a paver patio and newer ’04 hot tub and
fenced yard.  The house offers approximately 3320
square feet of  living space.  Property size is 60’ x
106’.  $949,000.

11 Trails End Court, Westfield

Kay Gragnano

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, February 5th • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, February 5th • 1-4PM

ZAZZALI LEADS WITH 15 POINTS, LAW BUCKETS 10

Raider Hoop Girls Humble
Union Lady Farmers, 44-26

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County girls’ basketball su-
premacy is up for grabs and the host-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls proved it by startling the
higher ranked Union Farmers, 44-26,
on January 26. Raider guard Allie
Zazzali led the uprising and all scor-
ers with 15 points, including two 3-
pointers.

Forward Jackie Law (8 rebounds, 3
steals) rattled the hoop with eight of
her 10 points in the first quarter. Guard
Lauren Mains caught the Farmers
off-guard via five steals. Mains also
recorded 10 rebounds and bucketed
six points. Guard Loni Kaye (5 re-
bounds, 1 steal) scored six points,
and forward Lauren Benovengo (8
rebounds) netted four points. Roro
Johnson had 10 points for Union.

“We jumped on them early with
steals and some easy baskets,” said
Raider Head Coach Bruce Davis.
“Then they went to man, struggled a
little bit and got disorganized. We did

not execute our offense as well as we
should have. We did in spurts but we
were not consistent and that’s what
really hurt us. Union rebounded well
since they are taller than we are, so
they got a lot of scores off rebounds
and fouls to climb back in the second
quarter. It was big for us to score first
in the third quarter; however, we
traded points the rest of the way. We
managed to get some of the younger
kids in there, so it was a really good
win for us.”

The Raiders put the game some-
what out of reach with a 19-2 first-
quarter run. Zazzali opened with a 3-
pointer from left-center then followed
up with a jumper. Law converted a
steal to a lay-up and added another
underneath on a great feed by Kaye.
Next, Kaye converted a steal to an
easy lay-up. On a turnover and a feed
from Mains, Zazzali hit for two. Law
stole again and fed Benovengo on a
lay-up. Later, Law netted another
layup and finished the run by drop-
ping in 2-for-2 from the stripe.

Midway through the second quar-
ter, the Farmers went on an eight-
point run, led by Tatiana Javis’s six
points, and outscored the Raiders 10-
8. Zazzali, off a feed from Benovengo,
converted a three-bagger then added
a 2-pointer off a pass from Mains.
Kaye robbed the basketball and sank
a 2-pointer just before the buzzer.

“We came out in a full court press,
which I believe really rattled them
while they did not have a dominant
ball handler to break it, and that’s
where we were getting a lot of points,”
said Zazzali. “Offensively, we were
on. We were looking for each other,
passing to each other. They left me
open, they let me shoot and I took
them.”

Both teams scored eight points in
the third quarter. Mains committed
thievery and bucketed two baskets,
Zazzali and Emily Meehan pushed in
four points from the foul line. The
Raiders controlled the pace in the
fourth quarter and outscored the Farm-
ers, 9-6. Benovengo, Kaye, Mains
and Kendra Stady each scored two
points and Kathryn DeCataldo added
one.

“The press and a lot of good steals;
that’s what motivates us. We keep
pushing the ball up the floor and
that’s our game,” said Kaye. “We
definitely showed other newspapers
that we deserve to be ranked county
one or two because that’s how we’re
playing.”
Union   2 10   8   6 26
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 19   8   8   9 44

Raider Cagers Whip
Lady Cardinals, 59-49
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team rolled to
its sixth-straight win with a 59-49
whipping of host Plainfield on Janu-
ary 24. Allie Zazzali banged in 21
points, Jackie Law netted 14 and
Lauren Mains sank 13 for the 11-4
Raiders.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14   7 18 20 59
Plainfield 13   6 13 17 49

Raider Hoop Boys Rip
Union Farmers, 69-46
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys basketball team cruised
to a 69-46 rout of the Union Farmers
in Union on January 26. Robert Lewis
poured in 15 points, DJ Garrett buck-
eted 14, Greg Bayard hit 13 and Brian
Dougher netted 12 for the 10-5 Raid-
ers.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 23 17 15 69
Union   5 10 18 13 46

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH AS NAILS…Raider Lauren Mains, behind Union’s No. 11, is not
intimidated by anyone in the game against the Union Farmers.


