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MARK BOYD COMES THROUGH WITH MATCH WINNER

Blue Devil Matmen Unsettle
Cranford in, 31-29, Thriller

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rivalries bring out the character in
a team and, despite having two wres-
tlers out of the varsity lineup, the
Westfield High School wrestling team
proved that it had the right stuff to
pull off a 31-29 victory over visiting
Cranford on January 25. The out-
come of the match was not decided
until the final bout when Blue Devil
Mark Boyd claimed a 5-2 decision
over Eric Whitney at 171-lbs.

Going into that bout, the 6-5 Cou-
gars held a 29-28 lead. Interestingly,
the burden for both teams rested in
the hands of two friends. Boyd scored

a first-period takedown. Whitney tied
the score with a reversal in the second
period but Boyd escaped. Boyd added
a reversal in the third period to seal
the victory.

“I knew it was going to come down
to me. We were good childhood
friends. I knew it was going to be
tough when I found out I had him,”
said Boyd. “We had to step up as a
team and that’s exactly what we did!”

“We knew Eric was going to give
him everything he had but we knew
Mark was a tough kid,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz. “When
he’s wrestling smart, he’s tough to
beat.”

The Cougars received 12 team
points via forfeits beginning with the
opening weight class where Pat
Hogan, ranked eighth in the state at
171-lbs, had his hand raised without
opposition at 189-lbs. Chris Bizub
received a forfeit at 140-lbs. Blue
Devil John Barnes was awarded a
forfeit at 112-lbs.

Saving bonus points came into play
in several bouts. Freshman Nick
DeFraites saved the 8-2 Blue Devils a
few team points by holding veteran
Jesse Hynes to an 11-1, majority de-
cision at 103-lbs and Matt Shaffer,
facing one of the Cougars’ best wres-

MILLER GETS 11 PTS, 14 BOARDS; SKORGE 10 BOARDS

Lady Blue Devils Turn on ‘D’,
Sedate Kardinal Cagers, 38-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Killer defense on the part of the 12-
5 Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team in the second-half stopped

the visiting, 11-5 Kearny girls in their
tracks on January 26 en route to a 38-
19 victory. This vicious badgering
frustrated the Kardinals, including
star shooter Martyna Ruminski, and

opened the door for a 17-2 scoring
spree in the third quarter that put the
Blue Devils comfortably in the
driver’s seat.

“They are a good team. They are
scrappy. It’s just that our girls wanted
it a little bit more today, a lot more,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino. “We knew if we could stop
her (Ruminski) we would be fine.”

Like all opponents, the Kardinals
focused on containing Erin Miller,
who led all scorers with 11 points, but
there were six additional Blue Devils
who found the net, including LeAnne
Skorge who scored all six of her points
after gathering offensive rebounds.
Skorge finished with six offensive
and four defensive rebounds.

“LeAnne stepped it up, her and
(Katie) Cronen. They brought it to-
gether and they worked hard,” said
Marino.

Miller, however, led in rebounds
with 14 and in steals with nine in
addition to contributing five assists.
Point guard Gab O’Leary netted five
points, six assists and a steal. Katie
Cronen (6 rebounds), Casey El Koury
(6 rebounds, 1 steal, 1 assist), Danielle
Infantino (5 rebounds, 1 steal, 1 as-
sist) and Tara Handza all put in four
points. Ruminski finished with 10

DOUGHER STRIKES FOR 14 POINTS, YOUNG SINKS 12

SP-F Raider Boys Ransack
Bergen Tech Cagers, 66-35

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Playing an opponent outside the
Watchung Conference added up to an
easy, 66-35, conquest by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team over visiting Bergen
Tech on January 28. The Raiders ex-
ercised their team quickness, physi-
cal dominance and dogged defense to
jump to a convincing, early lead then
sailed smoothly the rest of the way.

Senior forward Sean Young scored
nine of his 12 points in the first half
and sophomore Brian Dougher (2
assists, 2 steals) highlighted the

Raider shooting attack by netting a
game-high 14 points. DJ Garrett fin-
ished with four points, four steals and
two assists.

“We just played hard with lots of
intensity,” said Dougher. “We trapped
a lot in the beginning and they could
not break them. Personally, I thought
that I played well defensively the
entire game. Everyone got their con-
fidence up and everyone got the op-
portunity to play.”

From the onset, the Raiders at-
tacked the Knights, beginning with
Dougher hitting a 3-pointer and a
jumper. Junior guard Greg Bayard (3

steals) scorched the net with a three-
bagger and senior guard Rob Lewis,
(6 rebounds, 3 assists, 3 steals)
dropped in two points. Young (7 re-
bounds) added an under-the-basket
lay-up and a converted a foul shot
opening up a 13-0 run. Karl Freemyer
broke the spell for the Knights. Later,
Lewis penetrated with a finger-roll
lay-up. Bayard nailed a 2-point jumper
and converted one-of-two from the
stripe to push the Raider lead to 20-8.

In the second quarter, the Raiders
stormed the net aggressively with
eight-straight points and went on to
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REALLY GOING AFTER THE BALL…Blue Devils Gab O’Leary, No. 10, and Casey El Koury, No. 12, go after a loose
basketball in the game against the Kearny Kardinals. The Blue Devils defeated the Kardinals, 38-19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TUMBLING OUT OF BOUNDS…Blue Devil Sam Reichbach, left, does a standing forward roll just outside the circle in his
119-lb bout with Cougar Jim Provence. Reichbach pinned Provence with a chin under hook in 4:41.

First floor features gleaming hardwood floors and a relaxed floor plan with Living and 
Dining Rooms separated by charming arches.  The Kitchen opens to a Family Room 
warmed by a brick fireplace off of which is a convenient mudroom with laundry and 
powder room.  The second floor has four large carpeted bedrooms including a Master 
with walk-in closet and private full bath.  Located on a quiet street.    
                                                                                                     Offered for $479,900. 
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908.301.2007- Direct Line 
John.Aslanian@cbmoves.com 
http://www.JohnAslanian.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090     

 NEARLY NEW CUSTOM  BUILT  COLONIAL 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.  

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday February 5th • 1-4PM
9 Johnson Street, Scotch Plains

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HIGH FLYING LAY-UP…Raider forward Sean Young attacked the Bergen
Tech Knights, netting nine of his 12 points in the first half.


