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Greg Ryan, Nordette N. Adams, Mike Smith, Betsey Burgdorf and Horace Corbin for The Westifeld Leader

CREATIVE COSTUMING (November 2)…Madelin Jackson, 20 months old, was Mott’s apple juice at this year’s Halloween parade in downtown Westfield. Ciara Rodger, 7, was a box of French fries and won second place in her age category; FREE
AT LAST (September 21)...Fred, left, and Michael Chemidlin attend a Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club luncheon. Michael spoke to Rotarians and guests about his two-month imprisonment in Sierra Leone earlier this year; LET THERE BE
LIGHT (September 7)...As seen from above in the office at the Rialto Theatre, workers ready the new traffic light in Westfield at the convergence of East Broad Street, Mountain Avenue and Central Avenue; STAR STRUCK (August 17)...Claudia
Romeo, a Wilson Elementary School student, met Queen Latifah while she was in town filming Perfect Christmas; THE POLE STAYS (July 20)…The landmark barber pole of former Jerry’s Barber Shop on Broad Street in Westfield was given a
reprieve to stay in the downtown as the Planning board approved the expansion of Jersey Mike’s at that location and the owner agreed to maintain the landmark.

BOE Extends Fyffe Contract; Queen Latifah Films Perfect Christmas
Downtown; FMBA Reaches 5-Year Contract; Kean Loses Election Bid
JULY
tract, retroactive to July 1, 2005.
Westfield
The BOE passed a wellness and
Detective Ron Allen announced his nutrition policy with amendments to
retirement after 25 years of service in allow parents to bring in cupcakes to
Westfield. He worked at Westfield High celebrate students’birthdays. The BOE
School for four years as a part of his had considered banning edible foods
role in the juvenile detective bureau.
for birthday celebrations as a means to
The Westfield Assobe more conscientious
ciation of Administraof students with dietary
tors and Supervisors
concerns such as aller(WAAS) and BOE ratigies or diabetes.
fied a new three-year
Cumberland Farms
contract, which includes
Inc. filed its lawsuit a
a 4-percent annual inmonth after the board
crease plus insurance
of adjustment’s April 6
benefits extended to
denial of its application
domestic partners.
to expand and upgrade
Resident
Jose
its Gulf gasoline staMoncaya, 38, pled
tion on Route 22. The
guilty to stealing
new
application,
$70,000 from customCumberland said, adRon Allen
ers of a now-defunct
dressed the original
Elizabeth-based Astral Travel and concerns raised by neighborhood resiTours to Go. Authorities said he con- dents, including an end to vehicular
fessed to taking money from 60 people access to the gas station from Mounbetween June 2003 and September tain Avenue and a smaller canopy
2004. He was sentenced to 364 days covering the six proposed new gas
in the Union County jail for theft by pumps.
deception, officials said.
Michael Chemidlin, the Scotch
The town council approved ordi- Plains resident arrested for conspiracy
nances to install stop signs and desig- and detained in Sierra Leone, Africa
nate two-hour parking zones, regu- since April, was released and returned
late the height of fences on residen- home on July 10. During his more
tial properties, require six-foot fenc- than-two-month ordeal, the missioning around construction sites, vacate ary and former National Guard staff
a public right-of-way and set new sergeant was first arrested for confees for filming in town, holding a spiracy and released. He was then
limousine license and operating a rearrested for espionage and encounsidewalk café.
tered multiple court delays.
Westfield Police Officer Gregory
Scenes for Watching the Detectives,
Kasko was suspended from duty with starring Lucy Liu and Cillian Murphy,
pay on July 7 for allegedly making filmed in the municipal parking lot
“false statements of material facts to between Westfield Avenue and Bartle
superior officers during an adminis- Avenue and inside Palmer Video. The
trative hearing while under oath,” movie is set for release in 2007.
according to the notice of suspension
An administrative law judge upheld
by the Westfield Police Department. the suspension of Officer Suzanne
Mr. Kasko hired a criminal attorney, Butler. Ms. Butler was suspended afAnthony Pope, who specializes in ter an off-duty confrontation in Nopolice defense matters.
vember 2002 with a driver attempting
Rockn’ Joe Coffee House and Bis- to use her driveway to make a k-turn.
tro announced it would open a Pros- Ms. Butler served her suspension July
pect Street location, and High Five 27 through October 24, 2003.
Candy Store planned to move into the
Fanwood
former Kabloom space on Elm Street.
The planning/zoning board denied
Blue Tulip began making plans to move a development application for a
onto Quimby Street in the former branch of the Town Bank and Goddard
home of Sam Goody’s, and Chico’s Day Care Center to be located at 314
decided to expand into the former South Avenue. Multiple board memLancaster’s Elm Street location.
bers said they were in favor of the
HSBC (Hong Kong/Shanghai application but had to vote against it
Bank) scheduled its Westfield open- due to a demand by the borough’s fire
ing for September, and CitiBank an- department to move the Goddard
nounced it would move onto North building to within 15 feet of the curb.
Avenue in the old Visage building.
The borough’s proposed $7.7-milScotch Plains
lion budget, introduced in March, conAfter 18 months of negotiations, tinued facing delays as officials waited
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of for word from the state on the
Education and the Scotch Plains- borough’s application for extraordiFanwood Education Association nary municipal aid.
(SPFEA) ratified a three-year conConstruction on LaGrande Park

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westifeld Leader

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS(August 31)...Three luxury automobiles worth more
than$100,000 were housed in Westfield after being confiscated by the sheriff’s
department then auctioned and sold for a minimum bid of$300 to Sheriff’s Officer
Christopher Coon as the only qualifying bidder. Mr. Coon is the stepson of Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich. The parties appeared in court on Sept. 8.

field was scheduled to begin August 7
and conclude October 15, recreation
officials announced. Plans called for
re-grating the field to correct drainage problems.
Mountainside
At an agenda-setting meeting, Mayor
Robert Viglianti and the borough council supported a bill by Assemblyman
Eric Munoz whereby municipal library
boards would be permitted to reduce
the library tax rate when a municipality
acquires new ratables.
Beechwood School Assistant Principal and Curriculum Coordinator
Michael Craver announced his resignation to accept a principal position in
Morris County’s Mendham Township.
Regional
Governor Jon Corzine ordered a
shutdown of state government fol-

resigned after 32 years with the
county.
AUGUST
Westfield
A state administrative law judge
ruled in favor of the Union County
Educational Services Commission
(UCESC) in its case against the
Westfield BOE, giving Hillcrest Academy, an alternative high school that
the UCESC operates, the option to
remain at Westfield’s Lincoln School
facility until June 30, 2007.
The BOE unanimously voted in
favor of the motion for an early- childhood center at Lincoln School, but
tabled the motion for a Roosevelt
renovation. The plan for Roosevelt
included increasing the cafeteria to
5,500 square feet from its current size
of 3,160 square feet. Edison Interme-

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

DON’T PITY THE FOOD (September 14)…In between filming scenes for his
reality TV show, Mr. T emotes one of his more characteristic growls, as John’s
Meat Market co-owner Vinnie Losavio looks on, in the freezer.

lowing a budget impasse with the diate School’s cafeteria measures
legislature. Assembly Democrats 3,850 square feet.
The Westfield firefighters’ contract
were opposed to the governor’s proposal to raise the state sales tax from entered binding arbitration, the town
6 to 7 percent to plug a budget deficit. Policemen’s Benevolent Association
The governor’s proposed budget in- (PBA) filed for arbitration and the
creased state spending by 11 percent Teamsters union, representing public
to $31 billion, the highest in state works and a division of engineering
history. The state closure included employees, filed for mediation.
The town council named Judith
the State Lottery, Atlantic City casiThornton Westfield’s first town plannos and Motor Vehicle Services.
The Union County freeholders ap- ner. She will provide staff support to
proved a $424,700 contract to Dumor the planning board and board of adContracting of Elizabeth for improve- justment, examine the master plan
ments to baseball and soccer fields at and revisions to land-use ordinances
and supervise the zonthe Union County Voing official with inca tional-Technical
volvement in reviewing
Schools in Scotch
applications, variance
Plains and the Little
requests an enforceLeague field off Union
ment activities. She
Avenue and Route 22
held similar position in
in Scotch Plains. The
Cedar Grove.
freeholders approved
Krystle Dixon, a
an $822,271 contract
member of the Westfield
with Dumor in FebruHigh School Class of
ary to turf the fields.
2001, was killed on
The Scotch Plains
August 6 after her car
Township Council
left Route 22, hitting a
passed a $257,200 bond
pole in the Hillside Shop
ordinance for its porRite parking lot.
tion of the project. The
Victoria McCabe for The Leader
“Everyone in the
bond ordinance pays
for irrigation improve- BAH HUMBUG...Terence school district mourns
ments at the Vo-Tech Howard prepares for his the loss,” said Westfield
as the antagonist to School/Community
fields as well as the in- cameo
Queen Latifah’s narrator in
Relations Coordinator
stallation of a new clay Perfect Christmas.
Lorre Korecky. “She
infield and lighting —
making the fields the first in Scotch was very athletic, very bright and a
charming young woman.”
Plains to be lit.
Krystle graduated from the UniA 5-5 tie vote by Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) com- versity of Rochester with a degree in
missioners put a halt tp plans to pro- English before attending Montclair
ceed with a request for qualification State University, where she studied
(RFQ) for privatization of the biology.
A film crew shot scenes downtown
authority’s wastewater treatment fafor Perfect Christmas, a familycility in Rahway.
Thomas Graziano of Berkeley friendly romantic comedy that is now
Heights was named director of public expected to be released for next year’s
works for the county, replacing Frank holiday season. The film stars Queen
Dann, also a township resident, who Latifah, Gabrielle Union and Morris

Chestnut.
Fanwood
A town signed a 99-year lease with
After receiving $350,000 from New
the Westfield Historical Society for Jersey’s $25-million Extraordinary
the historic Reeve House on Mountain Municipal Aid Program (EMAP), the
Avenue. The house and property is on borough council approved the $7.7the National Historical Registry.
million 2006 municipal budget.
Forty new staff members prepared
The borough’s recreation commisto greet 6,000 students from kinder- sion unanimously elected resident
garten to high-school seniors enter- Bob Budiansky recreation director.
ing the 2006-2007 school year.
Garwood
Westfield High School Interim PrinNew hires for the school year incipal Dennis Fyffe and Guidance Di- cluded: Fran Florio, second-grade
rector Stephen Maczynski were teacher; Anita Livesey, registered
among the district’s new hires.
nurse; Jean Deluca, teacher aide, and
Jim DeSarno took over as varsity Linda Edmundo, fifth-grade teacher.
football head coach of the WHS Blue
Mountainside
Devils, replacing Ed Tranchina.
The BOE appointed a new
An 82-year-old Westfield woman Beechwood School assistant princidied on August 29 after being struck pal and curriculum coordinator to reby a car as she attempted to cross East place Michael Craver.
North Avenue between Central AvChief School Administrator Richenue and Elmer Street. No charges ard O’Malley outlined multiple imwere filed against the driver.
provements and changes for the 2006Scotch Plains
2007 school year, including 11 new
Assistant Superintendent for Cur- staff members, a new assistant princiriculum and Instruction Margaret pal and curriculum coordinator (ThoHayes was named the district’s new mas Conroy) and supervisor of techsuperintendent of schools. Additional nology (Michelle Savvides).
hires included 52 “highly qualified
Regional
teachers and administrators” who
The State Legislature passed bills
greeted 5,300 students.
to dedicate half of the state’s 7-perThe BOE hired a contractor to aer- cent sales tax to property tax relief
ate the School One and Terrill Middle and created four joint committees to
School fields, and to apply field seed, look at reforming public school fundfertilizer and seed mulch to the Terrill ing, public employee benefits, govfields.
Projected
ernment consolidation
completion of the
and shared services and
School One field renoa citizens’ property tax
vation is in spring 2007.
constitutional convenThe township countion. Sen. Nick Scutari
cil approved a $380,000
(LD-22, Linden) was
bond ordinance to finamed chairman of the
nance the purchase of
employee benefits rethe home at 2377 Richform panel.
mond Avenue that will
NJ Transit officials
be razed and turned into
presented $7.2-billion
additional parkland at
plan to create a TransJerseyland Park.
Hudson Express TunA public advisory
nel that would enable
Margaret Hayes
panel looking into the
trains on the Raritan
best use for the Ponderosa Farm prop- Valley Line to bypass Newark and
erty recommended to the county free- proceed directly to New York City.
holders the construction of soccer
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th) helped
fields, a picnic area, gardens and a procure $300,000 in federal funding
playground on the 23-acre property.
to renovate the long-term care unit at
Terrill and Park Middle Schools Children’s Specialized Hospital in
were placed on early warning, ac- Mountainside.
cording to the New Jersey 2005-2006
New Jersey Attorney General
No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) Zulima Farber resigned after a special
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) pre- prosecutor’s report determined that she
liminary report. The report, released violated state ethics rules by going to
by the state’s department of educa- the scene of a motor vehicle stop of her
tion, said Terrill missed the math- boyfriend, Hamlet Goore, on May 26.
ematics proficiency target, while Park
In a related matter, the New Jersey
was placed in the “safe harbor” cat- Motor Vehicle Commission launched
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
egory.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

REMEMBERING (September 14)...A few hundred townspeople gather with
candlelight at the September 11, 2001 Westfield Memorial on the fifth anniversary of the tragedy to remember the 3,024 people killed and to honor those who
served in the aftermath. The bell tolled as the names were read of the 12 Westfield
residents who died that day.
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Westfield PBA, Town
Reach Tentative Pact
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town and the
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) Local 90 have reached a tentative agreement on a new contract,
thus avoiding binding arbitration,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
Friday.
The agreement, which must be ratified by the PBA membership and
approved by the town council, was
reached following an eight-hour negotiation session that ended at 9 p.m.
on December 20.

BOE to Feature
Update on Legislation
WESTFIELD – At the regularly
scheduled public meeting of the
Westfield Board of Education on January 9, Superintendent of Schools
William Foley will present an update
on school- funding issues, including
his recent testimony before the State
Department of Education.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD21, Westfield) will provide his latest
information on pending legislation
affecting the Westfield public schools.
The board will also address the upcoming bond referendum scheduled
for Tuesday, January 23. Also included on the agenda will be the final
vote on the 2007 – 2008 school calendar.
The complete agenda will be available on the BOE website at
westfieldnjk12.org. The public is
welcome to attend the meeting, which
will begin at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm Street.
All board meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV36 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 a.m. and
7:15 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays at 10 a.m.

Mr. Gildea would not discuss details of the contract.
The previous PBA contract expired
December 31, 2005. Under that agreement, the starting salary for Westfield
police officers was $33,277. Police
officers in their seventh year earn
$72,524.
Detectives are currently paid
$75,187 at the second grade of the
salary guide and $80,659 at the next
level. Sergeants make $80,559, with
detective sergeants earning $84,240.
Lieutenants earn $87,747, and detective lieutenants make $90,789.
The two captains in the department
are paid $94,824.
The PBA membership held multiple demonstrations in their effort
to gain a new pact. They had protested over the town’s push to
change health care coverage to a
Preferred Provider plan instead of
the current traditional indemnity
plan. Union leaders had also sought
a higher starting wage for officers.
“I am real happy we were able to
come up with something (to present
to the union membership) before the
holidays,” said Leo Lugo, PBA president. He said the union’s membership would be presented the proposed settlement and vote on it
Wednesday, January 3. Officials will
present the proposal to the town
council in executive session at the
governing body’s Tuesday, January
9, meeting.
“It was a huge road to get here,” Mr.
Lugo said.
Westfield recently finalized a fiveyear contract with the Westfield
Firefighters Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA) and is in negotiations with the local Teamsters union,
which represents public works employees.

REMEMBERING HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA (July 6)…At Constitution
Hall in Washington D.C. on June 28, Bill Sanders of Mountainside poses with the
USO Liberty Girls after their ‘40’s show. Mr. Sanders received the Medal of Honor
for his George Washington Portrait Project from the National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution.

Westfield Burglaries 2006
(Date; Address; Point of Entry)
Residential:
2/5/06; Carleton Road; Rear basement window
2/20/06; N. Euclid Avenue; Rear
basement window
2/27/06; Elizabeth Avenue; Rear
door
3/3/06; Clark Street; Basement window
3/18/06; Rahway Avenue; Rear door
5/3/06; Prospect Street; Front door
5/5/06; Columbus Avenue; Front
door
6/11/06; S. Elmer Street; Front door
6/24/06; Brightwood Avenue; Unknown point of entry
7/14/06; Stevens Avenue; Rear window
7/17/06; Nomahegan Drive; Rear
door
7/20/06; E. South Avenue; Rear basement door
8/1/06; Pennsylvania Avenue; Rear
sliding door
8/6/06; S. Chestnut Street; Rear sliding door
8/8/06; Fourth Avenue; Rear garage
door
8/11/06; Woodland Avenue; Rear
porch door
8/12/06; Clifton Street; Rear kitchen
window
8/14/06; Carol Road; Front and rear
doors
8/19/06; Golf Edge; Rear door
8/22/06; Central Avenue; Rear window
8/23/06; E. Broad Street; Rear basement window
8/23/06; W. North Avenue; Front
window
8/30/06; Central Avenue; Unknown
point of entry
9/21/06; Village Green; Rear window
11/13/06; Hillside Avenue; Side garage door
11/24/06; Scotch Plains Avenue;
Front door
Non-Residential:
3/8/06; E. Broad Street (business);
Rear door
3/22/06; Central Avenue (business);
Side window
4/10/06; Roosevelt School; Rear
door
5/4/06; St. Paul’s Church; Open door
6/5/06; Edison Intermediate School;
Rear window
8/11/06; Central Avenue (business);
Side window
Attempted Burglaries
Residential:
3/3/06; Lenape Trail; Rear window
(not confirmed)
3/15/06; Union Street; Rear door
(unfounded)
5/3/06; Windsor Avenue; Unfounded

6/19/06; Tuttle Parkway; Front
screen
8/12/06; Cottage Place; Rear bathroom window
8/23/06; E. Broad Street; Front
screen
8/26/06; Summit Avenue; Rear door
Non-Residential:
1/4/06; Cardinal Drive; Door jam
11/22/06; Central Avenue; Unfounded; Storage shed
Cleared Cases:
Clark Street; Complaint warrant burglary/theft; Bail $1,500.
Central Avenue; Complaint summons burglary/theft
Brightwood Avenue; No complaint;
Property in common
Scotch Plains Avenue; Complaint;
Warrant burglary/theft; Bail $5,000.
By Month, All
January - 0; February - 4; March - 4;
April - 1; May - 3; June - 2; July - 3;
August - 13; September - 1; October
- 0; November – 2; December – na;
We experienced a spike from mid
July through late August in residential burglaries. The detective bureau
initiated a rolling stakeout throughout the town. This involved all available personnel, a total of 310 man
hours were expended in this endeavor
with negative results.
Late in August the Linden Police
arrested a gypsy team for burglary
and possession of a large amount of
stolen property. The MO was very
similar to our burglaries. The suspects refused to discuss anything with
either Linden Police or our detectives. These individuals later posted
$50,000 bail each and later failed to
appear in court and are presently listed
as fugitives. Please note that since
their arrests, our reported burglaries
have dropped significantly.
During the week of September 18,
2006, West Orange Police Department arrested a two man burglary
team responsible for approx. 75 residential burglaries in the Essex, Union,
Morris and Somerset County areas.
A search warrant was executed at one
of the defendant’s residences and an
enormous amount of stolen items
were recovered. One suspect was
taken from the Essex County Jail by
Westfield Detectives and agreed to
identify possible residences in
Westfield in which they burglarized.
The defendant was unable to positively identify any houses he and his
co-defendant did burglarize, due to
the high volume of residences they
entered. Victims of Westfield are still
in the process of viewing pictures of
the stolen jewelry to determine if any
property belongs to them.

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Town Mum on Decision
In Kasko ‘Lying’ Case
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader

WORK IN PROGRESS...The Mews stands on North Avenue in Garwood, across
the street from Shop Rite. Garwood North, LLC, the company handling The
Mews, addressed the borough planning board this month about multiple changes
that have deviated from the original site plans presented to the board.

GW Planning Bd. Questions
Mews Development Changes
By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the December
13 planning board meeting, representatives with Garwood North,
LLC, the company handling The
Mews on North Avenue, addressed
board members about multiple
changes that have been made on the
building, including the façade, balcony cut-backs, vinyl siding, the roof
and brick work. The representatives
asked board members for their opinion and provided an update on the
situation. The panel expressed concern that “substantial” changes were
made without asking the planning
board in advance.
Garwood North project manager
Seth Cohen passed around pictures
of the building under construction
and a color display of the original
proposed building plan. Multiple
board members said the “current
building doesn’t look like the one
you had sketched out originally.”
The original six-foot balcony decks
(72 inches) have been scaled back
unilaterally to 1.5 feet (18 inches). “In
lieu of safety concerns, we scaled back
the decks to prevent people from placing furniture or plants that may be
blown over due to winds and injure
pedestrians below. It’s a safety issue
and cosmetic change,” Mr. Cohen said.
Since the roof over the deck was cut
back, more vinyl siding had to be used
to compensate for the lack of roof.
“I’m sure if you left the balcony at
6 feet, you can get the condominium
association to install fixed furniture,
all the same color to maintain a sense
of uniformity,” said board member
William Nierstedit. “If it’s held down,
there would be no worries of it going

over. Why didn’t you think of this
before making the plans and getting
the go-ahead? You originally advertised the building with the balconies
and now you cut it to almost two feet.
It’s barely any room for a balcony.”
Planning board member William
Severage said, “There seem to be a lot
of changes that have not been built
according to plan.”
Board members raised concerns
about the look of the brick façade
being used, “When you come out of
the Shoprite, alongside Chestnut Street
and Maple Avenue, it looks like different color brick is being used. It has no
consistency and looks terrible,” one
board member said. “For the amount
of money that is being spent on this
building, the vinyl siding and ugly
brick should not be there. It takes the
beauty away from the building.”
Mr. Cohen said he was not aware of
the brickwork and would look into it.
Board member Donald Frasier said,
“To me, these seem like major changes.
I don’t understand what you’re even
doing here. You’re not asking for anything, you just want to show us what
has been done, but what has been done
is different than what was originally
proposed and agreed upon.”
Mr. Nierstedit said, “Compared to
the building in the proposed drawing,
this building looks like a different
building. You really should’ve approached us first with these changes.”
After board members deemed there
were “substantial changes” to the
Mews, such as the elimination of the
roof, the cutback on the decks and the
vinyl and brick siding, they told
Garwood North to return to the planning board with a formal application
for a final site plan approval.

Freeholders Extend Lease
At Fire Academy in Linden
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders took action last Thursday to extend the lease with the City
of Linden for the Union County Fire
Training Academy until the year
2030. The lease would have expired
in 2010, county officials announced.
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said during the last two years, county
officials searched for another site for
the academy, which serves as a training facility for firefighters from
around the county, but those efforts
were unsuccessful.
Mr. Mirabella said the county
wants to refurbish the 20-year-old
facility, which is located at 700 Lower
Road in the Tremley Point section of
the city. The academy is used to
conduct real-life fires for training
purposes for academy cadets, fulltime paid firemen and volunteer firemen. Trailers are currently used as
portable classrooms at the facility.
According to the fire academy’s
web page, the facility consists of a
three-story burn building “used to
simulate fires in a wide range of
structures,” two classrooms, a flashover trailer to simulate fire flashovers and confined space equipment
for rescue training.
The freeholder chairman said that
after efforts to find a new facility
were unsuccessful, the county reopened discussions with Linden. The
city had wanted to end the lease in
order to extend the recycling center
located next to the academy’s property, said Mr. Mirabella, the son of a
former Elizabeth police chief.
He said the county’s plans are “to
renovate that facility to improve it
and give our firefighters the tools they
need.” He said the county leases the
facility for “a small stipend in lieu of
taxes.”
“It’s a nice partnership with the
City of Linden,” he said.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan called the
new fire academy lease “a great deal”
for the county.
In other business, the board approved a registered-sexual-offender-

Wychwood Hearing
Postponed by Board
WESTFIELD – The planning
board has postponed a hearing on an
application for subdivision of one of
the Wychwood South Gate
gatehouses on Canterbury Lane. The
present owner intends to subdivide
the property, creating a new home
between the current gatehouse and
East Broad Street.
The planning board was to have
heard the application on Thursday,
January 4. Officials determined more
variances were needed and required
the applicant to re-notify area residents of the amended application.

prohibited map, identifying areas in
the county where such offenders are
not permitted. Officials said county
parks and other facilities utilized by
children are included on the map.
During the public portion of the
meeting, Mayor Allen Morgan of New
Providence thanked the county for
their assistance in providing assistance and funding during his eight
years as mayor to the borough. The
mayor, who leaves office in January,
said the county assisted New Providence in road improvements, flooding issues and the borough’s recycling program.
“I do want to thank you,” Mayor
Morgan said.
Mr. Mirabella said the county “will
miss you as a partner on the local
government level.”
Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Association, questioned why the board
was still involved in the lawsuit
brought against the Union County
Sheriff’s Department by the Hillside
Auto Center.
The lawsuit followed a sheriff’s
auction in which the stepson of
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
Christopher Coon, was awarded three
luxury cars worth more than
$100,000 for $300. A legal agreement later reversed that decision and
accepted Hillside’s bid of $100,600.
The cars were auctioned to satisfy a
judge’s $142,628 judgment against
the dealership for violating the New
Jersey Consumer Fraud Act for not
disclosing a defective a radio in a
Mercedes Benz E500 sold to Mr.
Coon.
The board approved a resolution to
increase funding for legal expenses
by $25,000 for a total of $35,000.
“We are still appropriating for
that?” Mrs. Renna asked.
Mrs. Renna said, “You don’t hold
anyone accountable” for how the auction initially turned out.
In freeholder remarks at the conclusion of the meeting, board members thanked Mr. Mirabella for his
efforts as chairman this year.
“I’m very happy to be following in
your shoes, but I don’t think I’m
going to be able to fill them,” said
Freeholder Vice Chairwoman Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, who will
assume the chairmanship in January.
Mr. Mirabella thanked the board
and county employees. “We can’t do
anything without the (work) of Union
County employees that are out there
every day. Those are the folks that get
it done.”
The freeholders re-organizational
meeting will be held Sunday, January
7, at 1 p.m. in the courtroom of State
Superior Court Assignment Judge
Walter Barisonek in the Union County
Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Leader has learned that a disciplinary
hearing officer has recommended that
Westfield suspended police officer
Greg Kasko be terminated.
Sources would not comment on a
pending whistleblower lawsuit in federal court in Newark. The lawsuit was
filed by Mr. Kasko in 2005 and alleges police officials harassed him
after he looked into allegations over
misuse of police computers to conduct background checks on Westfield
residents.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the 32-page decision by Robert
Luce, who serves as Summit’s police
chief, was received in office on December 15. He declined to discuss the
report, saying as of last Thursday he

had not read the document.
“I’d rather not comment” on the
report, he told The Leader.
Mr. Gildea said he would review
the recommendation and present his
findings to Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and the Town Council in executive
session at the governing body’s January 9 meeting.
A 16-year veteran of the department, Mr. Kasko was charged with
making false statements of material
facts to superior officers during a
May 25 hearing conducted regarding
charges that the officer failed to back
up another patrol car during a motor
vehicle stop, while allegedly sleeping in his patrol car at 1:24 a.m. at
Fairview Cemetery on January 29.
Anthony Pope, Mr. Kasko’s attorney, was unavailable for comment on
Tuesday.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

DISASTER DOES NOT TAKE A HOLIDAY...The Westfield Recreation Department held a disaster drill on December 9 involving senior citizens in the midst
of a disaster. The Red Cross set up a shelter in the municipal building community
room. After the drill there was a brief seminar for the participants to learn how
to react and be prepared for disaster.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, December 16, after police
were called to investigate a motor vehicle
accident, Sarah E. Woods, 23, of Venice,
Fla. was arrested at East Broad and Elm
Streets and charged with DWI. There
were no injuries. Woods was released to
a responsible individual.
Sunday, December 17, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations, Juan
Carlos Chumpitaz, 24, of Westfield was
arrested on North Avenue by Clark Street
and charged with DWI. He was released
to a responsible individual.
Sunday, December 17, Erika M. Pelaez,
22, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving under the influence
after she was stopped for careless driving
on West South Avenue near the intersection of Crossway Place. Pelaez was released to a responsible individual.
Sunday, December 17, Barbara L. Pozo,
23, of Elizabeth was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters pursuant to a contempt of court traffic warrant issued by
the North Plainfield Municipal Court.
Pozo was released after posting $250
bail.
Monday, December 18, Katie
Donnelly, 25, of Long Beach Township
was arrested at East Broad Street and
Gallows Hill Road and charged with driving while intoxicated and possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana. She was
released to a responsible individual.
Monday, December 18, a resident of
the 900 block of Boulevard reported an
act of criminal mischief occurred at his
residence during the early morning hours
of December 17. Two large planters and
a lamppost were damaged.
Monday, December 18, a resident of
the 900 block of Boulevard reported that
an act of criminal mischief took place at
her residence during the early morning
hours of December 17. Two mechanical
reindeer situated on the victim’s front
lawn were damaged.
Monday, December 18, the manager of
the Westfield Motor Vehicle Inspection
Station on the 400 block of East South
Avenue reported two storage sheds on the
property were damaged. The damage consisted of graffiti and broken siding.
Wednesday, December 20, Luis Torres,
18, of Chatham was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Gallows Hill Road
and Fairacres Avenue and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of marijuana and underage possession of alcohol. He was released on his own recognizance.
Mountainside
Thursday, December 21, Rodney W.
Johnson, 38, of Piscataway was transported to police headquarters from the
Union County Police Department and
arrested on an outstanding Mountainside
warrant in the amount of $300.
Fanwood
Wednesday, December 20, Yves G.
Luc, 56, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Piscataway
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, December 21, Christopher
D. Lechy, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue, which revealed an
outstanding warrant out of Scotch Plains.
Thursday, December 21, Juan C.
Salcedo, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Woodbridge warrant
after a field investigation.
Thursday, December 21, Abdiel
Landro, 51, of Elizabeth was arrested on
Martine Avenue on an outstanding
Plainfield warrant following a field investigation.
Friday, December 22, a patron of a
South Avenue business reported that
while his car was parked in the lot, all
four tires of his vehicle were slashed.
Friday, December 22, Shakira Hollis,
25, of Newark was arrested on outstanding warrants out of Newark and Irvington
after a field investigation on Martine
Avenue.
Saturday, December 23, Rodney W.
Szestowicki, 60, of Fanwood was arrested on charges of resisting arrest and
aggravated assault against a police officer after officers responded to a report
of an altercation outside a liquor store
on South Avenue.
Monday, December 25, Burnell Williams, Jr., 28, of West Orange was arrested
on outstanding warrants after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Police Investigate
Alleged Assualt
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Police
Department is investigating an alleged
criminal sexual contact that was reported
to have occurred at Westfield High School
(WHS) sometime in late September during regular school hours at approximately
11 a.m.
The police department was made
aware of this incident this past weekend,
when the victim related to his parents of
what had occurred, police said. The victim, police said, is a male ninth grader at
WHS. The incident was reported to have
occurred in the boy’s room that is located next to the main parking lot.
Police described the suspect as a male
between 30 and 40- years- old with
olive -toned skin, possibly Hispanic.
He had black straight short hair and a
black goatee with some gray hair in it
and was wearing dirty blue jeans and a
dark green pocket tee shirt and may
have had a college or high school ring
on his hand. He was described as skinny
but physically fit and spoke clear English.
Police said the suspect was armed with
a small knife described as a switchblade.
The police department has been in contact with the WHS’s administration about
this report and it is being “actively and
thoroughly investigated.”
Anyone with any information should
contact the police department at (908)
789-4000, extension 0.

PASSING THE GAVEL…Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella of Fanwood is
congratulated by Vice-Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford as he ran
his last meeting as chairman on December 21. Freeholder Kowalski will be sworn
in the chairman for next year at the board’s re-organizational meeting on Sunday,
January 7.

Happy New Year 2007
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David Samsky, Horace Corbin and Nordette Adams for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DON’T PITY THE FOOD (September 14)…In between filming scenes for his reality TV show, Mr. T emotes one of his more characteristic growls, as John’s Meat Market co-owner Vinnie Losavio looks on in the freezer; ALL SMILES (September
7)...residents enjoy the weather, family fun, rides for the kids and food at the annual Italian Festival held at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains; FREE AT LAST (September 21)...Fred, left, and Michael Chemidlin
attend a Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club luncheon. Michael spoke to Rotarians and guests about his two-month imprisonment in Sierra Leone earlier this year; NO ONE HURT (September 7)...Don Wussler of Coles Avenue in Scotch Plains examines
the tree limb that crushed his Ford Explorer. Squalls struck randomly throughout the region as tropical storm Ernesto exited the area.

Library Dir. Ex-Wife Pleads Guilty to Stabbing; Sierra Leone Releases
SP Resident; SP-F Names Superintendant; Stender Loses Close Election
JULY
tract, retroactive to July 1, 2005.
Westfield
The BOE passed a wellness and
Detective Ron Allen announced his nutrition policy with amendments to
retirement after 25 years of service in allow parents to bring in cupcakes to
Westfield. He worked at Westfield High celebrate students’birthdays. The BOE
School for four years as a part of his had considered banning edible foods
role in the juvenile detective bureau.
for birthday celebrations as a means to
The Westfield Assobe more conscientious
ciation of Administraof students with dietary
tors and Supervisors
concerns such as aller(WAAS) and BOE ratigies or diabetes.
fied a new three-year
Cumberland Farms
contract, which includes
Inc. filed its lawsuit a
a 4-percent annual inmonth after the board
crease plus insurance
of adjustment’s April 6
benefits extended to
denial of its application
domestic partners.
to expand and upgrade
Resident
Jose
its Gulf gasoline staMoncaya, 38, pled
tion on Route 22. The
guilty to stealing
new
application,
$70,000 from customCumberland said, adRon Allen
ers of a now-defunct
dressed the original
Elizabeth-based Astral Travel and concerns raised by neighborhood resiTours to Go. Authorities said he con- dents, including an end to vehicular
fessed to taking money from 60 people access to the gas station from Mounbetween June 2003 and September tain Avenue and a smaller canopy
2004. He was sentenced to 364 days covering the six proposed new gas
in the Union County jail for theft by pumps.
deception, officials said.
Michael Chemidlin, the Scotch
The town council approved ordi- Plains resident arrested for conspiracy
nances to install stop signs and desig- and detained in Sierra Leone, Africa
nate two-hour parking zones, regu- since April, was released and returned
late the height of fences on residen- home on July 10. During his more
tial properties, require six-foot fenc- than-two-month ordeal, the missioning around construction sites, vacate ary and former National Guard staff
a public right-of-way and set new sergeant was first arrested for confees for filming in town, holding a spiracy and released. He was then
limousine license and operating a rearrested for espionage and encounsidewalk café.
tered multiple court delays.
Westfield Police Officer Gregory
Scenes for Watching the Detectives,
Kasko was suspended from duty with starring Lucy Liu and Cillian Murphy,
pay on July 7 for allegedly making filmed in the municipal parking lot
“false statements of material facts to between Westfield Avenue and Bartle
superior officers during an adminis- Avenue and inside Palmer Video. The
trative hearing while under oath,” movie is set for release in 2007.
according to the notice of suspension
An administrative law judge upheld
by the Westfield Police Department. the suspension of Officer Suzanne
Mr. Kasko hired a criminal attorney, Butler. Ms. Butler was suspended afAnthony Pope, who specializes in ter an off-duty confrontation in Nopolice defense matters.
vember 2002 with a driver attempting
Rockn’ Joe Coffee House and Bis- to use her driveway to make a k-turn.
tro announced it would open a Pros- Ms. Butler served her suspension July
pect Street location, and High Five 27 through October 24, 2003.
Candy Store planned to move into the
Fanwood
former Kabloom space on Elm Street.
The planning/zoning board denied
Blue Tulip began making plans to move a development application for a
onto Quimby Street in the former branch of the Town Bank and Goddard
home of Sam Goody’s, and Chico’s Day Care Center to be located at 314
decided to expand into the former South Avenue. Multiple board memLancaster’s Elm Street location.
bers said they were in favor of the
HSBC (Hong Kong/Shanghai application but had to vote against it
Bank) scheduled its Westfield open- due to a demand by the borough’s fire
ing for September, and CitiBank an- department to move the Goddard
nounced it would move onto North building to within 15 feet of the curb.
Avenue in the old Visage building.
The borough’s proposed $7.7-milScotch Plains
lion budget, introduced in March, conAfter 18 months of negotiations, tinued facing delays as officials waited
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of for word from the state on the
Education and the Scotch Plains- borough’s application for extraordiFanwood Education Association nary municipal aid.
(SPFEA) ratified a three-year conConstruction on LaGrande Park

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS(August 31)...Three luxury automobiles worth more
than $100,000 were housed in Westfield after being confiscated by the sheriff’s
department then auctioned and sold for a minimum bid of $300 to Sheriff Officer
Christopher Coon as the only qualifying bidder. Mr. Coon is the stepson of Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich. The parties appeared in court on Sept. 8.

field was scheduled to begin August 7
and conclude October 15, recreation
officials announced. Plans called for
re-grating the field to correct drainage problems.
Mountainside
At an agenda-setting meeting, Mayor
Robert Viglianti and the borough council supported a bill by Assemblyman
Eric Munoz whereby municipal library
boards would be permitted to reduce
the library tax rate when a municipality
acquires new ratables.
Beechwood School Assistant Principal and Curriculum Coordinator
Michael Craver announced his resignation to accept a principal position in
Morris County’s Mendham Township.
Regional
Governor Jon Corzine ordered a
shutdown of state government fol-

AUGUST
Westfield
A state administrative law judge
ruled in favor of the Union County
Educational Services Commission
(UCESC) in its case against the
Westfield BOE, giving Hillcrest Academy, an alternative high school that
the UCESC operates, the option to
remain at Westfield’s Lincoln School
facility until June 30, 2007.
The BOE unanimously voted in
favor of the motion for an early- childhood center at Lincoln School, but
tabled the motion for a Roosevelt
renovation. The plan for Roosevelt
included increasing the cafeteria to
5,500 square feet from its current size
of 3,160 square feet. Edison Intermediate School’s cafeteria measures
3,850 square feet.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPIN ME’ ROUND (September 7)...Local residents get an upside-down thrill at
a festival at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains.

The Westfield firefighters’ contract
lowing a budget impasse with the
legislature. Assembly Democrats entered binding arbitration, the town
were opposed to the governor’s pro- Policemen’s Benevolent Association
posal to raise the state sales tax from (PBA) filed for arbitration and the
6 to 7 percent to plug a budget deficit. Teamsters union, representing public
The governor’s proposed budget in- works and a division of engineering
creased state spending by 11 percent employees, filed for mediation.
The town council named Judith
to $31 billion, the highest in state
history. The state closure included Thornton Westfield’s first town planthe State Lottery, Atlantic City casi- ner. She will provide staff support to
the planning board and board of adnos and Motor Vehicle Services.
The Union County freeholders ap- justment, examine the master plan
proved a $424,700 contract to Dumor and revisions to land-use ordinances
Contracting of Elizabeth for im- and supervise the zoning official with
provements to baseball and soccer involvement in reviewing applicafields at the Union County Voca- tions, variance requests an enforcetional-Technical Schools in Scotch ment activities. She held similar position in Cedar Grove.
Plains and the Little
Krystle Dixon, a
League field off Union
member of the Westfield
Avenue and Route 22
High School Class of
in Scotch Plains. The
2001, was killed on
freeholders approved
August 6 after her car
an $822,271 contract
left Route 22, hitting a
with Dumor in Februpole in the Hillside Shop
ary to turf the fields.
Rite parking lot.
The Scotch Plains
“Everyone in the
Township Council
school district mourns
passed a $257,200
the loss,” said Westfield
bond ordinance for its
School/Community
portion of the project.
Relations Coordinator
The bond ordinance
Lorre Korecky. “She
pays for irrigation imwas very athletic, very
provements at the VoVictoria McCabe for The Times bright and a charming
Tech fields as well as
the installation of a new BAH HUMBUG...Terence young woman.”
Krystle graduated
clay infield and light- Howard prepares for his
as the antagonist to from the University of
ing — making the cameo
Queen Latifah’s narrator in
Rochester with a degree
fields the first in Scotch Perfect Christmas.
in English before atPlains to be lit.
A 5-5 tie vote by Rahway Valley tending Montclair State University,
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) com- where she studied biology.
A film crew shot scenes downtown
missioners put a halt tp plans to proceed with a request for qualification for Perfect Christmas, a family(RFQ) for privatization of the friendly romantic comedy that is now
authority’s wastewater treatment fa- expected to be released for next year’s
holiday season. The film stars Queen
cility in Rahway.
Thomas Graziano of Berkeley Latifah, Gabrielle Union and Morris
Heights was named director of public Chestnut.
A town signed a 99-year lease with
works for the county, replacing Frank
Dann, also a township resident, who the Westfield Historical Society for
resigned after 32 years with the the historic Reeve House on Mountain
Avenue. The house and property is on
county.

the National Historical Registry.
borough council approved the $7.7Forty new staff members prepared million 2006 municipal budget.
to greet 6,000 students from kinderThe borough’s recreation commisgarten to high-school seniors enter- sion unanimously elected resident
ing the 2006-2007 school year. Bob Budiansky as the new recreation
Westfield High School Interim Prin- director.
cipal Dennis Fyffe and Guidance DiGarwood
rector Stephen Maczynski were
New hires for the coming school
among the district’s new hires.
year included: Fran Florio, secondJim DeSarno took over as varsity grade teacher; Anita Livesey, regisfootball head coach of the WHS Blue tered nurse; Jean Deluca, teacher aide,
Devils, replacing Ed Tranchina.
and Linda Edmundo, fifth-grade
An 82-year-old Westfield woman teacher.
died on August 29 after being struck
Mountainside
by a car as she attempted to cross East
The BOE appointed a new
North Avenue between Central Av- Beechwood School assistant princienue and Elmer Street. No charges pal and curriculum coordinator to rewere filed against the driver.
place Michael Craver.
Scotch Plains
Chief School Administrator RichAssistant Superintendent for Cur- ard O’Malley outlined multiple imriculum and Instruction Margaret provements and changes for the 2006Hayes was named the district’s new 2007 school year, including 11 new
superintendent of schools. Additional staff members, a new assistant princihires included 52 “highly qualified pal and curriculum coordinator (Thoteachers and administrators” who mas Conroy) and supervisor of techgreeted 5,300 students.
nology (Michelle Savvides).
The BOE hired a contractor to aerRegional
ate the School One and Terrill Middle
The State Legislature passed bills to
School fields, and to apply field seed, dedicate half of the state’s 7-percent
fertilizer and seed mulch to the Terrill sales tax to property tax relief. Four
fields. Projected completion of the joint committees were created to look
School One field renovation is in at reforming public school funding,
spring 2007.
public employee benefits, government
The township council approved a consolidation and shared services and
$380,000 bond ordinance to finance a citizens’ property tax constitutional
the purchase of the
convention. Sen. Nick
home at 2377 RichScutari (LD-22, Linden)
mond Avenue that will
was named chairman of
be razed and turned into
the employee benefits
additional parkland at
reform panel.
Jerseyland Park.
NJ Transit officials
A public advisory
presented $7.2-billion
panel looking into the
plan to create a Transbest use for the PondeHudson Express Tunnel
rosa Farm property recthat would enable trains
ommended to the
on the Raritan Valley
county freeholders the
Line to bypass Newark
construction of soccer
and proceed directly to
fields, a picnic area, garNew York City.
Margaret Hayes
dens and a playground
Rep. Mike Ferguson
on the 23-acre property.
(R-7th) helped procure
Terrill and Park Middle Schools $300,000 in federal funding to renowere placed on early warning, accord- vate the long-term care unit at
ing to the New Jersey 2005-2006 No Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) Ad- Mountainside.
equate Yearly Progress (AYP) prelimiNew Jersey Attorney General
nary report. The report, released by Zulima Farber resigned after a spethe state’s department of education, cial prosecutor’s report determined
said Terrill missed the mathematics that she violated state ethics rules by
proficiency target, while Park was going to the scene of a motor vehicle
placed in the “safe harbor” category.
stop of her boyfriend, Hamlet Goore,
Fanwood
on May 26.
After receiving $350,000 from New
In a related matter, the New Jersey
Jersey’s $25-million Extraordinary Motor Vehicle Commission launched
Municipal Aid Program (EMAP), the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MEET AND GREET (September 21)...Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22)
greets Fanwood residents at Fanny Wood Day. Mrs. Stender sought to become the
7th Congressional District’s Representative to the U.S. Congress.
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SP Council Pays Tribute
To Departing Rossi, Sorge
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PASSING THE GAVEL…Freeholder Vice Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford congratulates Chairman Al Mirabella of Fanwood as he runs his last
meeting as chairman on December 21. Ms. Kowalski will be sworn in as the
chairman for next year at the board’s re-organizational meeting on Sunday,
January 7.

Freeholders Extend Lease
At Fire Academy in Linden
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union
County freeholders took action last
Thursday to extend the lease with
the City of Linden for the Union
County Fire Training Academy until the year 2030. The lease would
have expired in 2010, county officials announced.
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said during the last two years county
officials searched for another site for
the academy, which serves as a training facility for firefighters from
around the county, but those efforts
were unsuccessful.
Mr. Mirabella said the county
wants to refurbish the 20-year-old
facility, which is located at 700
Lower Road in the Tremley Point
section of the city. The academy is
used to conduct real-life fires for
training purposes for academy cadets, full-time paid firemen and
volunteer firemen. Trailers are currently used as portable classrooms
at the facility.
According to the fire academy’s
webpage, the facility consists of a
three-story burn building “used to
simulate fires in a wide range of structures,” two classrooms, a flashover
trailer to simulate fire flashovers and
confined space equipment for rescue
training.
“What I really want to do is give the
tools they (firefighters) need for training,” Mr. Mirabella said.
The freeholder chairman said after
efforts to find a new facility were
unsuccessful, the county re-opened
discussions with Linden. The city
had wanted to end the lease in order to
extend the recycling center located
next to the academy’s property, said
Mr. Mirabella, the son of a former
Elizabeth police chief.
He said the county’s plans are “to
renovate that facility to improve it
and give our firefighters the tools
they need.” He said the county leases
the facility for “a small stipend in lieu
of taxes.”
“It’s a nice partnership with the
City of Linden,” he said.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan called the
new fire academy lease “a great deal”
for the county.
In other business, the board approved a registered-sexual-offender-prohibited map, identifying
areas in the county where such offenders are not permitted. Officials
said county parks and other facilities utilized by children are included
on the map.
During the public portion of the
meeting, Mayor Allen Morgan of New

Providence thanked the county for
assistance and funding during his
eight years as mayor to the
borough.The mayor, who leaves office in January, said the county assisted New Providence in road improvements, flooding issues and the
borough’s recycling program.
“I do want to thank you,” Mayor
Morgan said.
Mr. Mirabella said the county “will
miss you as a partner on the local
government level.”
Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Association, questioned why the board
was still involved in the lawsuit
brought against the Union County
Sheriff’s Department by the Hillside
Auto Center.
The lawsuit followed a sheriff’s
auction in which the stepson of
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
Christopher Coon, was awarded
three luxury cars worth more than
$100,000 for $300. A legal agreement later reversed that decision
and accepted Hillside’s bid of
$100,600. The cars were auctioned
to satisfy a $142,628 judgment
against the dealership for violating
the New Jersey Consumer Fraud
Act for not disclosing a defective a
radio in a Mercedes Benz E500 sold
to Mr. Coon.
The board approved a resolution to
increase funding for legal expenses
by $25,000 for a total of $35,000.
“We are still appropriating for
that?” Mrs. Renna asked.
A county spokesman said the increased legal fees were likely due to
“ongoing litigation” in the matter.
Mrs. Renna said, “You don’t hold
anyone accountable” for how the auction initially turned out.
In freeholder remarks at the conclusion of the meeting, board members thanked Mr. Mirabella for his
efforts as chairman this year.
“I’m very happy to be following in
your shoes, but I don’t think I’m
going to be able to fill them,” said
Freeholder Vice Chairwoman Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, who will
assume the chairmanship in January.
Mr. Mirabella thanked the board
and county employees. “We can’t do
anything without the (work) of Union
County employees that are out there
every day. Those are the folks that get
it done.”
The freeholders re-organizational
meeting will be held Sunday, January
7, at 1 p.m. in the courtroom of State
Superior Court Assignment Judge
Walter Barisonek in the Union County
Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth.

FW Planning Board Okays
Goddard School Site Plan
remove 11 trees to enable the rebuilding of two homes.
FANWOOD – The borough’s planDue to its concerns regarding exning board approved the preliminary ecution of the plan, board members
site plan for the Goddard School on approved the resolution as long as the
South Avenue. Renovations will in- home on St. John’s was demolished.
clude improving the appearance of A plan to replant trees was presented
the fire door at the front of the school and the plan allowed for the re-curband the entrance door at the back of ing of the street to enable car doors to
the school.
be opened.
“There has been an issue with the
The architect for Maldonado/Lyons
entry door. It is in
stated that he was
the rear of the
willing to comply
building. When
with the board’s recyou follow the
ommendations and
hall to the front of
said his plans for the
the building you
rebuilding of the
see the fire door,
homes were not fiwhich is a differnal. He stated that
ent size,” said
he would rather see
Robert Freud of
the home stand inEKA Associates
stead of see a “hole
in Scotch Plains,
in the ground.”
speaking for the
“There is someapplicant.
thing
that is not
Maria Woehr for The Times
Fanwood Plaza PRESENTING
PLANS…James clean about this,”
Partners
was Watson, a surveyor with EKA Associ- said Bruce Walsh,
granted prelimi- ates, presents a plan for the Maldonado/ borough council
nary site plan ap- Lyons subdivision on St. John’s Place to representative on
proval in Septem- the Fanwood planning board last week. the board.
ber for a Town Bank branch and the
“There has to be a condition attached
Goddard School, a child day care to variance and conferring the lot becenter at 295, 313, 314, 324 and 328 fore the subdivision is built,” said planSouth Avenue.
ning board member William Lee.
Also at the meeting, Nicholas
“I think we need to have some conGumple of North Avenue received trol over this. The house has to come
permission from the board to extend down and we need to see a grading
his kitchen with a deck. “The house plan with tree removal, and an attempt
was built in 1910 and the back left to save the tree on Woodruff and St.
quarter is not functional or insulated,” John. We need to retain the wall on St.
Mr. Gumple said.
John’s, too, for parking,” said John
James Watson, a surveyor with Deitch, a planning board member.
EKA Associates, presented a plan for
The board approved the final guideMaldonado/Lyons, a subdivision on lines for an oversized home recomSt. John’s Place. The plan proposed mendation to the Mayor Colleen Mahr
to knock down one empty home and and the borough council.
By MARIA WOEHR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —The township council, the administrative staff,
residents and several former mayors
spent an hour at the council’s final
meeting of the year, on December
21,paying tribute to outgoing members Frank Rossi and Carolyn Sorge.
Councilman Rossi, who was elected
in 1999 to fill the remaining three
years of an unexpired term and reelected in 2002, chose not to seek
another term this year. Councilwoman
Sorge, who was elected in 2002, was
defeated in last month’s municipal
election that saw two Democrats
elected to the council.
“This is a bittersweet moment,”
Mayor Martin Marks acknowledged as
the tributes got underway Tuesday night
after the council’s regular business had
been completed in about 15 minutes.
Mr. Rossi’s three daughters, Erin,
Kelsey and Mia, led off by congratulating their father “for a job well done”
and expressing their happiness that he
would be home on Tuesday evenings.
Four former mayors — William
McClintock, Joan Papen, Bob Johnston
and Gabe Spera — also spoke and
thanked both Mr. Rossi and Ms. Sorge
for their service. Township Democratic
Chairman Ken Lipstein offered a similar expression of gratitude.
Ed Zazzali, chairman of the township recreation commission, said the
half dozen years Mr. Rossi was council liaison to the commission were
“six of the most dynamic years this
town has seen in terms of recreation.”
Mr. Zazzali said the recreation community will “sorely miss” Mr. Rossi.
Township Recreation Director Ray
Poerio said, “Without his leadership
and without his guidance, many of
the numerous accomplishments
would not have happened.”
Township Attorney Brian Levine
said of Mr. Rossi and Ms. Sorge that,
“There are no two people who care
more about the citizens of Scotch
Plains and have done more for the
citizens of Scotch Plains.”
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
— noting that in his more than 26
years in his position, he has seen
many council members leave the governing body — said the departure of
Mr. Rossi and Ms. Sorge “might be
tougher for me” than others for a
number of reasons. He pointed out
that Mr. Rossi and Ms. Sorge “were
raised in Scotch Plains, they know
the township inside out, they’re homegrown Scotch Plains people, their love
for the community is so strong.”

And Mr. Atkins noted he knew both
of their late fathers — Ed Sorge,
former president of the rescue squad,
and former Police Chief Michael
Rossi — and recalled how helpful
both were to Mr. Atkins when he
became township manager in 1980.
“I appreciated you greatly,” Mr. Atkins
told Mr. Rossi and Ms. Sorge, “As
23,000 people should also.”
Their council colleagues also paid
tribute, with Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato praising Ms. Sorge for “the
very good rapport” she has with township residents and lauding Mr. Rossi
for providing the council with “a clear
vision of what we needed to do.”
Councilwoman Nancy Malool, who
ran successfully with Mr. Rossi and
Ms. Sorge in 2002, said she enjoyed
serving with them the past four years
while noting that the five members
were “more like a family than like
council colleagues.”
Mayor Marks characterized Ms.
Sorge as the “quiet” member of the
council, but told her that, “because of
your background [as a member of the
fire department and rescue squad and
her years working in Mr. Atkins’ office], you had more knowledge than
any of us.” He said he had relied on Mr.
Rossi for his “expertise in the law, his
calming influence and for being on
point in just about every matter.” Mayor
Marks presented both outgoing council members with plaques of appreciation for their service.
In remarks that were at times emotional, Ms. Sorge said she was “honored to make a contribution to the
community where I was born and
raised.” She also singled out her
mother and late father for praise. Ms.
Sorge issued a challenge to incoming
council members Kevin Glover and
Jeffrey Strauss, asking them to “give
their best effort” and to “make positive contributions” to the town.
Mr. Rossi thanked his family “for
their support, love and encouragement,” and also praised the township
staff, calling Mr. Atkins “the finest
manager in the state.” He told his
council colleagues he was proud to
have served with them, and said township residents are “very fortunate” to
have Mayor Marks, who he called “a
part-time mayor with a full-time commitment.”
The council’s reorganization meeting will be held on Tuesday January
2 at 7:30 p.m., at which time Mr.
Glover and Mr. Strauss will take their
seats and Councilwoman Nancy
Malool, who was re-elected in November, will begin her second term.

Kathy Marques for The Sctoch Plains-Fanwood Times

WORK IN PROGRESS...The Mews stands on North Avenue in Garwood, across
the street from Shoprite. Garwood North, LLC, the company handling The Mews,
addressed the borough planning board this month about multiple changes that
have deviated from the original site plans presented to the board.

GW Planning Bd. Questions
Mews Development Changes
By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – At the December 13
planning board meeting, representatives with Garwood North, LLC, the
company handling The Mews on
North Avenue, addressed board members about multiple changes that have
been made on the building, including
the façade, balcony cut-backs, vinyl
siding, the roof and brick work. The
representatives asked board members
for their opinion and provided an
update on the situation.
The panel expressed concern that
“substantial” changes were made
without asking the planning board in
advance.
Garwood North project manager
Seth Cohen passed around pictures
of the building under construction
and a color display of the original
proposed building plan. Multiple
board members said the “current
building doesn’t look like the one you
had sketched out originally.”
The original six-foot balcony decks
(72 inches) have been scaled back
unilaterally to 1.5 feet (18 inches).
“In lieu of safety concerns, we scaled
back the decks to prevent people from
placing furniture or plants that may
be blown over due to winds and injure
pedestrians below. It’s a safety issue
and cosmetic change,” Mr. Cohen
said. Since the roof over the deck was
cut back, more vinyl siding had to be
used to compensate for the lack of
roof.
“I’m sure if you left the balcony at
6 feet, you can get the condominium
association to install fixed furniture,
all the same color to maintain a sense
of uniformity,” said board member
William Nierstedit. “If it’s held down,
there would be no worries of it going
over. Why didn’t you think of this
before making the plans and getting
the go-ahead? You originally advertised the building with the balconies
and now you cut it to almost two feet.
It’s barely any room for a balcony.”

Planning board member William
Severage said, “There seem to be a lot
of changes that have not been built
according to plan.”
Board members raised concerns
about the look of the brick façade
being used, “When you come out of
the Shop Rite, alongside Chestnut
Street and Maple Avenue, it looks
like different color brick is being used.
It has no consistency and looks terrible,” one board member said. “For
the amount of money that is being
spent on this building, the vinyl siding and ugly brick should not be there.
It takes the beauty away from the
building.”
Mr. Cohen said he was not aware of
the brickwork and would look into it.
Board member Donald Frasier said,
“To me, these seem like major
changes. I don’t understand what
you’re even doing here. You’re not
asking for anything, you just want to
show us what has been done, but what
has been done is different than what
was originally proposed and agreed
upon.”
Mr. Nierstedit said, “Compared to
the building in the proposed drawing,
this building looks like a different
building. You really should’ve approached us first with these changes.”
After planning board members
deemed there were “substantial
changes” to the Mews, such as the
elimination of the roof, the cutback
on the decks and the vinyl and brick
siding, they told Garwood North to
return to the planning board with a
formal application for a final site plan
approval.

get involved

goleader.com/
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Courtesy of Carolyn Ryan

HERE COMES ST. NICHOLAS…Santa visited Fanwood last weekend, distributing presents to the children. Above, Santa walks up Burns Way in Fanwood, as
he waves to the children.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, December 16, after police were called to investigate a motor
vehicle accident, Sarah E. Woods, 23,
of Venice, Fla. was arrested at East
Broad and Elm Streets and charged
with DWI. There were no injuries.
Woods was released to a responsible
individual.
Sunday, December 17, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Juan Carlos Chumpitaz, 24, of
Westfield was arrested on North Avenue by Clark Street and charged
with DWI. He was released to a responsible individual.
Sunday, December 17, Erika M.
Pelaez, 22, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with driving
under the influence after she was
stopped for careless driving on
West South Avenue near the intersection of Crossway Place. Pelaez
was released to a responsible individual.
Sunday, December 17, Barbara
L. Pozo, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested at Westfield police headquarters pursuant to a contempt of
court traffic warrant issued by the
North Plainfield Municipal Court.
Pozo was released after posting
$250 bail.
Monday, December 18, Katie
Donnelly, 25, of Long Beach Township was arrested at East Broad Street
and Gallows Hill Road and charged
with driving while intoxicated and
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana. She was released to a responsible individual.
Monday, December 18, a resident
of the 900 block of Boulevard reported an act of criminal mischief
occurred at his residence during the
early morning hours of December 17.
Two large planters and a lamppost
were damaged.
Monday, December 18, a resident
of the 900 block of Boulevard reported that an act of criminal mischief took place at her residence during the early morning hours of December 17. Two mechanical reindeer
situated on the victim’s front lawn
were damaged.
Monday, December 18, the manager of the Westfield Motor Vehicle Inspection Station on the 400
block of East South Avenue reported two storage sheds on the
property were damaged. The damage consisted of graffiti and broken siding.
Wednesday, December 20, Luis
Torres, 18, of Chatham was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Gallows Hill Road and Fairacres Avenue and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and
underage possession of alcohol. He
was released on his own recognizance.
Mountainside
Thursday, December 21, Rodney
W. Johnson, 38, of Piscataway was
transported to police headquarters
from the Union County Police Department and arrested on an outstanding Mountainside warrant in the
amount of $300.
Fanwood
Wednesday, December 20, Yves G.
Luc, 56, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Piscataway

after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road.
Thursday, December 21, Christopher D. Lechy, 23, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on LaGrande Avenue, which revealed an outstanding warrant out of
Scotch Plains.
Thursday, December 21, Juan C.
Salcedo, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Woodbridge warrant after a field
investigation.
Thursday, December 21, Abdiel
Landro, 51, of Elizabeth was arrested
on Martine Avenue on an outstanding
Plainfield warrant following a field
investigation.
Friday, December 22, a patron of a
South Avenue business reported that
while his car was parked in the lot,
all four tires of his vehicle were
slashed.
Friday, December 22, Shakira
Hollis, 25, of Newark was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Newark
and Irvington after a field investigation on Martine Avenue.
Saturday, December 23, Rodney
W. Szestowicki, 60, of Fanwood
was arrested on charges of resisting
arrest and aggravated assault against
a police officer after officers responded to a report of an altercation
outside a liquor store on South Avenue.
Monday, December 25, Burnell
Williams, Jr., 28, of West Orange was
arrested on outstanding warrants after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.

Police Investigate
Alleged Assault
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department is investigating
an alleged criminal sexual contact
that was reported to have occurred at
Westfield High School (WHS) sometime in late September during regular school hours at approximately 11
a.m.
The police department was made
aware of this incident this past weekend, when the victim related to his
parents of what had occurred, police
said. The victim, police said, is a male
ninth grader WHS. The incident was
reported to have occurred in the boy’s
room that is located next to the main
parking lot.
Police described the suspect as a
male between 30 and 40- years -old
with olive- toned skin, possibly
Hispanic. He had black straight
short hair and a black goatee with
some gray hair in it and was wearing dirty blue jeans and a dark
green pocket tee shirt and may have
had a college or high school ring
on his hand. He was described as
skinny but physically fit and spoke
clear English.
Police said the suspect was armed
with a small knife described as a
switchblade.
The police department has been in
contact with the WHS’s administration about this report and it is being
“actively and thoroughly investigated.”
Anyone with any information
should contact the police department
at (908) 789-4000, extension 0.

Westfield Mum on Decision
In Kasko ‘Lying’ Case
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times has learned that a
disciplinary hearing officer has recommended that suspended Westfield
police officer Greg Kasko be terminated.
Sources would not comment on a
pending whistleblower lawsuit in federal court in Newark. The lawsuit was
filed by Mr. Kasko in 2005 and alleges that police officials harassed
him after he looked into allegations
over misuse of police computers to
conduct background checks on
Westfield residents.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the 32-page decision by Robert
Luce, who serves as Summit’s police chief, was received in his office
on December 15. He declined to
discuss the report, saying as of last

Thursday he had not received the
document.
“I’d rather not comment” on the
report, he told The Times.
Mr. Gildea said he would review
the recommendation and present his
findings to Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and the town council in executive
session at the governing body’s January 9 meeting.
A 16-year veteran of the department, Mr. Kasko was charged with
making false statements of material
facts to superior officers during a
May 25 hearing regarding charges
that the officer failed to back up another patrol car during a motor vehicle stop, while allegedly sleeping
in his patrol car at 1:24 a.m. at Fairview
Cemetery on January 29.
Anthony Pope, Mr. Kasko’s attorney, was unavailable for comment on
Tuesday.
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Officials Press for Release
Of Kidnapped Israelis

Community Commentary

The State Scene Viewed
A Decade Later

By CASSIE LO

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Following and influencing what goes
on in Trenton is an essential part of the job
as mayor. I retired from mayor a decade
ago, but I continue to follow and try to
influence what goes on. I have lived here
60 years, attended high school and college and raised a family. Every time I
think things cannot get worse in the state,
it does. Some of my thoughts are:
The definition of property taxes is
wrong today. Let’s get real about where
the actual property value is. Unlike
medieval or colonial times or even a
century ago, it is not land. Real estate
was what counted in those days. Intangibles, the big stuff that has to be reported on tax reports, not cars and artwork, should be defined and included
in property tax. Our Governor, who I
admire and sometimes agree with, owns
a condo worth $8 million. He has enough
intangibles to finance a senate and a
gubernatorial run. Only his condo is
taxed; most of his real property value
and his ability to pay escape taxation.
My house, your house and his condo do
not escape.
This is wrong. Fairness dictates a
fairer approach such as an ‘ad valorem’
intangible property tax. The Mecca of
retired wealth, Florida, abolished same.
Legislators quake and regard it as a new
tax. Nobody has mentioned it that I
know of.
Our legislature has botched the tax
reform project although hearings on
benefits, consolidation, dual office holding, etc. have been enlightening and
long overdue. I wrote in The Westfield
Leader and The Times several years ago
urging a constitutional convention. It is
now imperative to have a convention,
and it should not be limited by excluding spending issues. It must be focused
on issues affecting local taxes and costs.
It must exclude social issues such as,
abortion, same sex marriage, Mt. Laurel housing, etc. Otherwise, nothing
will get done. Delegates must be elected,
such as four for each of the 40 legislative districts. But three of every four
delegates must be individuals who have
never held elective office – otherwise,
we get the legislators again.
Where do “property” taxes go? In
Westfield, 67 percent of it pays for 86
percent of the public school cost. Where
does that go? Eleven percent pays for
benefits [disclosure: I get benefits via
my wife’s 27 year career as a Westfield
teacher]. A like percentage pays for
Special Ed. I do not disagree with these
costs, but both programs are dictated by
the legislature. They include benefit
bump-ups with no apparent regard for
the costs. The State should assume the
total cost of these programs. Among
other things, this will obviate the need
to move into high-cost Westfield simply to get a child into Special Ed. Shift
the expense to the state, and a quarter of
the local tax bill is gone. We can get rid
of that messy, paper-driven, expensive,
benefit the postal system, patchwork
and arguably unfair “take our money

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

and give a part back a year later” rebate
program.
On mergers, just whom is it acceptable to merge with? Mergers, unlike
corporate America, will not immediately reduce work forces. Most of the
work is still there. Vested employment
rights must be recognized or bought
off. Do you do it on seniority – keeping
the highest paid and letting go that
terrific clerk or teacher who came last
year? The Westfield School Board considered being a contract ‘student-receiving-district’ some decades ago;
having to take teachers from another
high school was a big factor in killing
the proposal.
A merger study by the state a decade
ago in effect recreated Westfield
boundaries as of 1794 [western
Cranford to eastern Dunellen,
Mountainside to Rahway]. I looked
for a municipality to compare it to
(population, budget, staffing, etc.) and
found Edison, which lacks the downtown and other ambiance we have. It is
not Westfield or any of our neighbors.
The savings were minimal. I will take
what we have.
As for shared services, Westfield and
others have this for decades. We do not
need uninformed muscle from Trenton.
Hopefully the County Super Superintendent idea scooped by The Leader/
Times on December 13 is dead.
The biggest detriment to good government in our state is multiple job
holding: dual (or more) elective and/or
appointed and/or salaried school, local
or county jobs office-holding. I know. I
was one once (the Town of Westfield
and the Union County Utilities Authority in Rahway). Particularly bad are
salaried municipal, county or school
“day jobs” held by part-time elected
municipal, school board, freeholder or
legislator office-holders. You cannot
serve two masters. The former mayor
and state senator of our largest city held
legislation hostage until he got concessions on the ice hockey rink and other
stuff. “Dual Must Go.” As for the “but
the people elected me” argument, take
the Bible over BS.
I, and others, continue to be appalled
at corruption disclosures involving municipal and officials at all levels. This
reflects unfairly on the hundreds statewide, including here, who labor mightily, whether for $1 or $4,000 or even
more, to do right by their residents.
People of ability and good will are
deprecated because of the acts and
criminal convictions of others, in New
Jersey and elsewhere. This is darn unhelpful and unhealthy in finding good
candidates in both parties for local offices.
All the hearings and attention have
brought these issues to the fore as never
before. If you care, follow and think
about these problems. Get involved.
Tell your friends and your legislators. If
you don’t, you deserve what we all get
– and the rest do not. May we all live to
see reform.

Katie Newingham for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUIDING THE WAY…Westfield High School (WHS) students Raisa Rubin, left,
and Hallie James have been raising two seeing eye dogs, Paris, left, and Napa since
the dogs were seven-weeks-old. The girls got involved through the 4H Puppy Group.
The girls are socializing the two dogs through day trips, such as taking the dogs to
WHS last Thursday, December 21. The dogs will remain with the Rubin and James
families until they are between 14 and 18 months old, when they will begin extensive
training.

Union County Incinerator
Operates at Full Capacity
By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY —The Union County
Utilities Authority held its year-end
meeting on December 20 at the Rahway
Resource Recovery Facility. Authority
members were joined by officials from
Covanta Energy, a private company
contracted to operate the facility.
Alan Harleston, facility manager,
said he was pleased with the performance of the facility. “This is a great
performing facility,” Mr. Harleston
said. “We have been operating at full
capacity for the past several years now.
This is a very, very good operation.”
Commonly known as the Rahway
incinerator, the Route 1&9 facility takes
in more than 500,000 tons of household
trash each year and converts it to clean
energy for 30,000 homes.
“Most of us do not want to think
about where our trash goes,” Mr.
Harleston said. “This facility provides
a safe and environmentally sound option for waste disposal. This is a winwin for Union County residents and a
great example of a private-public infrastructure partnership.”
Once the site of an uncontrolled
dump more than 20 years ago, the
recovery facility employs 88 workers
and provides its own energy for dayto-day operations. Besides providing
a clean energy source, the facility also
promotes alternative energy sources.
“A facility such as the UCUA Resource Recovery Facility replaces a
significant amount of oil imports used
for energy production,” Mr. Harleston
said. “We can all understand in this
day and age how important it is to
offset our needs for oil imports.”
“We see ourselves as providing important services to the community

and providing a safe, environmentally sound energy source.”
James Kennedy, UCUA chairman
and Rahway mayor, said he was
pleased with the operation. “This is
an extremely positive operation for
our residents,” Mr. Kennedy said. “We
are right where we want to be to serve
the county’s needs.”
Mr. Kennedy praised the facility
and its employees who recently received an award from OSHA for their
commitment to safety.
Board member Richmond Lapolla
added the award highlights the facilities performance and management.
“This is a great facility for the county.
The quality of the service is self evident and it keeps reaching milestones
along the way,” Mr. Lapolla said.
The Resource Recovery Facility is
one of five such facilities in New Jersey.
According to Mr. Harleston, Covanta
runs three of the five, including the
Essex County facility in Newark.
The energy produced by the facility
is added into the Penn-Maryland-Metro
power grid, which supplies energy to
utility providers such as PSE&G. Besides generating clean energy, the facility also recovers more than 1,000 tons
of recyclable metals that are sold for
use in manufacturing operations.
“The UCUA facility is a clean running recovery operation. Residents do
not see the large plums of smoke many
people associate with this type of facility,” Mr. Harleston said. “The only
emission from our facility is vapor
release, since trash is mostly water.”
Mr. Harleston added that the location of the facility on Rt. 1&9 provides access for the nearly 20 communities that participate in the
facility’s waste disposal operations.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local elected
officials, student advocates and area
residents gathered at the Jewish Federation of Central New Jersey on
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains on
December 20 for a state-wide press
conference designed to shed light on
the plight of three kidnapped Israeli
soldiers: Gilad Shalit, Ehud “Udi”
Goldwasser and Eldad Regev.
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, Union
County), Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th,
Mercer), Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th,
Monmouth), State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), Rep. Albio
Sires (D-13th, Hudson) and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) attended the event. Benjamin Krasna, Deputy Counsel General of Israel, was also present.
Islamic terrorist groups Hamas and
Hezbollah kidnapped Mr. Shalit, Mr.
Goldwasser and Mr. Regev in June
and July of 2006. According to UN
Security Council Resolution 1701,
the three soldiers should be released
“immediately and unconditionally.”
Because no contact has been established with the three men, the seriousness of this situation caused the speakers at the conference to send out a plea:
“It is unacceptable to keep these men
in the black hole of captivity,” said
Gordon Haas, chairman of the Community Relations Council in the Jewish Federation of Central New Jersey.
Mr. Haas phoned Mr. Goldwasser’s
wife Karnit, who addressed the conference from her home in Israel. “I
had to celebrate our first anniversary
alone, and it was very, very hard,”
said Mrs. Goldwasser. “Do not forget
that three young men are not at home.”
Mr. Ferguson called the treatment
of the three soldiers “outright cruel
and barbaric.”
“It is my hope that we will continue
to raise awareness and attention about

this issue,” he said.
Mr. Holt, who represents Middlesex,
Monmouth and Mercer Counties,
agreed with Mr. Ferguson. “We are
reminded about what a sacrifice citizens of Israel are making every day to
preserve a collection of ideals… we
must stand with them,” he said.
Four student activists addressed the
audience about various projects they
are working on. Shayna Schor and Adi
Segal of the Solomon Schecter Day
School have combined efforts to raise
awareness of the soldiers in area schools.
Shayna designed a powerpoint presentation to educate students, andAri started
a petition to the American Red Cross
and President George W. Bush that he
said “appeals to the compassion and
mercy the Red Cross has instilled.”
The other two students encouraged
attendees to stand by the soldiers and
pray for them in their time of need.
“Sadly, war is a common occurrence
in Israel,” said Pauline Barkin of the
JCC Teen Council, who traveled to
Israel last summer as the violence
began to increase.
Eliezer Weinbach spoke for the
Jewish Educational Center (JEC) in
Elizabeth and urged everyone to embrace the true meaning of Chanukah:
“Be a Maccabee, stand up for what
you believe,” he said.
After the speakers, multiple Rabbis in the audience were invited to
light candles and join in a prayer on
behalf of the captured soldiers.
The Jewish Federation of Central
New Jersey provided blue awareness
bands and postcards to send to American government officials including
President Bush and Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice at the end of the
press conference. A petition is available to sign at freethesoldiers.org.
The goal is for one million people to
sign it before sending it to the incoming Secretary General of the United
Nations, Ban Ki-moon.

BIRTHDAY DUO…Dr. Earl Chamberlin and his granddaughter Erin Hamner
celebrate their birthdays December 2 at the Westfield home of Dr. Chamberlin and
his wife, Mary Helen. Dr. Chamberlin turned 92 on December 4, while Erin turned
13 on December 3. Fifteen family members joined Dr. and Mrs. Chamberlin for the
celebration, including their children and their spouses and the couple’s grandchildren, plus Mrs. Chamberlin’s sister, Sister Carol Coenen of Denver, Colo.

SPARKLING PRICES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR
Great Party Sparklers

Hidden Gems
Gaston Chiquet Brut N.V. $32.99

Gratien & Meyer Saumer Brut $16.99

Our best selling premier cru champagne. In a “grower champagne”,
the producer is also the grape grower. Dried fruit tones, honeysuckle,
rose petals, brown butter, and dry & rich. A lot of folks spend more on
famous industrial wines and get a whole lot less for the money. This is
a treasure, and a bargain.

There is every good reason that this has been among not only one of our
best selling sparklers, but one of our best selling wines period. Made in
France’s Loire Valley from Chenin Blanc (77%) Cabernet Franc (17%) and
Chardonnay (6%), this is filled with bright fruit tones and floral &
mineral notes. A crowd pleaser at a pocket pleaser price.

Geoffrey Rose Brut N.V. $59.99

Matthias Dostert Elbling Sekt Brut $22.99

It is rare to find a rose made from 100% Pinot Noir, and one that is
premier cru as well. Lovely intense strawberry and cherry flavors with
hints of rose petals. A great mineral and acid structure contribute to the
long clean finish. Pink doesn’t mean mediocre or sweet. This is great.

Made from the Northern European Elbling grape, this is an extremely rare
wine to find in the United States. From the Northern Mosel in Germany,
this has an almost creamy texture supported by clean sharp acid and nice
mineral notes. Fascinating Muscatine, melon and lime flavors on the
palate. Be the first on your block.

Pierre Peters ‘cuvee speciale’ Grand Cru
Blanc de Blanc 1998 $74.99

Marquis de Monistrol Cava Brut $9.99

This compares favorably to champagnes that cost two or three times as
much. Made from 100% Chardonnay that grows on 72 year old vines in a
single vineyard sight, it shows all the concentration and rich flavor that
comes with aged vines. The nose is filled with sandalwood and cloves
with hints of leather and mineral. Great fruit and length. A rare treasure.

2007 Special

Popular Favorites
Moet White Star 750ML $29.99 on sale

Your Favorite Vodka
$30.99
$35.99
$26.99
$19.99
$30.99
$24.99
$13.99
$14.99

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!

%
10OFF

It is hard to imagine that there is a better non-vintage sparkling on the planet.
Deep and complex, powerful but still elegant. Bread notes, citrus, leather,
roasted nuts, and a small hint of coffee. It lingers brightly and consistently on
the palate. If you are going to buy a “name” bottle – this is the name to get.

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 1/3/07

Always A Favorite

Krug Non Vintage Cuvee
Reg Price $143.99 Sale Price $119.99

Veuve Clicquot Yellow NV 750ML $35.99 on sale

Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

A traditional Spanish sparkler (cava) made from the Macabeo, Xarello
and Parellada grapes. Clean and light with lively fruit tones and a crisp
refreshing finish. By far our best selling sparkling wine in this price
category. It goes with orange juice, it’s plenty fine by itself and it’s
perfect for a big toast at your party.

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99
$17.99
$16.99
$14.99
$18.99

Korbel Brut / Extra Dry 750ML $10.49 on sale
Chandon Brut 750ML $13.99 on sale

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy! Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$35.99
$31.99
$27.99
$28.99
$14.99
$16.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$24.99
$19.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

JOIN OUR
WINE OF THE MONTH
CLUB!
A perfect gift! Have up to three wines
delivered to your door each month with a
very informative newsletter. Call for details.

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$36.99
$24.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
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Peek at the Week
In Politics

By SAMANTHA R. HERMANN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

A U.S. District Court (federal court)
last week eased restrictions on corporations, unions and special interest
organizations that run political advertising during the election season,
the Associated Press reported last
week. Groups may mention candidates by name in commercials to influence public policy but cannot try
to sway an election. The ruling was in
response to a challenge to the McCainFeingold law designed to reduce the
influence of big money in political
campaigns.

State Sen. Set for
Permanent Deanship
State Sen. Fred Madden (D-Washington Township), acting dean of
Gloucester County College’s Division of Public Safety and Security
since May, is set to be named to the
permanent appointment, which currently pays $76,128, according to a
Courier-Post report. Current dean
Lloyd Dumont, who is on an extended sick leave, has requested and
received a transfer to a faculty teaching position. Mr. Madden, a former
acting superintendent of the state
police, oversees the Gloucester
County Police Academy, Fire Academy and the criminal justice program.
Madden, 53, makes $49,000 per
year as a state senator and collects a
$6,600 per month pension after retiring from the State Police. Mr. Madden, who was elected to the Senate in
2003, does not receive health or pension benefits from the college. The
Courier-Post reported speculation
that Sen. Madden will not seek a
second term in the Senate and that
Washington Township Mayor and
state Assemblyman Paul Moriarty will
run in his place. When named acting
dean, he said he intended to seek reelection to the Senate.

State Prosecutors’
Indictments Decline
The number of indictments by New
Jersey state prosecutors is down from
last year, according to The Star-Ledger. The state’s Division of Law and
Criminal Justice obtained 574 indictments as of December 21, compared
to 621 for the same yearlong period in
2005. Attorney General Stuart Rabner,
who replaced Zulima Farber in September after she resigned as the result
of an ethics scandal, said the focus
has shifted to large-scale criminal
enterprises and public corruption,
which net fewer prosecutions but
would lead to a bigger impact in crime.
Since 2001, the number of attor-

neys in the division has been reduced
from 183 to 152; most prosecute insurance fraud cases. Investigative staff
for criminal cases has dwindled from
376 to 342. Two former deputy attorney generals said the reduced staffing
has impacted the lower number of
indictments, The Ledger reported.
Also, two investigators and three prosecutors were laid off this month in an
effort to eliminate 38 jobs at the division.

Ferguson Opts Not
To Seek U.S. Senate Seat
Njpolitics.com reported last week
that Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New
Providence) has decided not to seek
the U.S. Senate seat held by Frank
Lautenberg when he comes up for
reelection in 2008. The 36-year-old
Ferguson, who since 2001 has represented the Seventh District, which
includes Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside and
Garwood, is said to be looking at
running for a fifth term instead. The
website said State Sen. Thomas Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), Assemblyman
Bill Baroni (LD-14, Hamilton Township) and Assemblyman Michael
Doherty (LD-23, Washington Township) are the most likely contenders
for the GOP nomination. Mr.
Lautenberg will be 84 at the end of his
current term.

Ex-Sen. President
Heads to Jail Jan. 15
Former State Senate President John
Lynch will report to prison January
15. Lynch admitted he accepted payments in exchange for helping a firm
obtain a permit from a state agency
as welll as to federal income tax
evasion. U.S. District Court Judge
Stanley Chesler sentenced Lynch to
39 months in prison.

Ex-Schoor CEO
Indicted for Bribery
Howard M. Schoor, 67, the founder
of Manalapan-based Schoor DePalma
Inc., was indicted December 14 by a
federal grand jury in Newark on one
count of bribing two municipal officials in Ocean Township on current
and future contracts. Founded in 1968,
Schoor DePalma, has been involved
in numerous high-profile projects
including the Jersey Gardens Mall in
Elizabeth and the New Jersey
Turnpike’s Interchange 13A.
Mr. Schoor was charged with accepting $16,000 in cash bribes between 1998 and 2001 from two Ocean
Township officials, according to a
single-count indictment returned in
federal district court. He also reportedly courted them with use of his
condo inFlorida at the firm’s expense.
.
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SP-F BOE Applauds Band;
Alters School Testing
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On McCain-Feingold
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HAPPY TO HELP…Needy families in Scotch Plains received holiday gifts this
year due to very generous help from many area groups and residents. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Marie Davis, front, Janet Kestner, Amy Davies and Lynn
Payne sorting gifts for distribution for families at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building on Dec. 21.

SP Welfare Dept. Thanks
‘Wish Tree’ Participants
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Welfare Department extends its heartfelt thanks to
the residents of Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Westfield for their
overwhelming response and generosity to the department’s Holiday
“Wish Tree.” Special thanks are extended to the mayors, councils, administrations, employees and libraries of Scotch Plains and Fanwood;
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood YMCA,
the Scotch Plains Post office; Joan
Donovan, Kids Care at Evergreen
School, Kids Care at McGinn School,
the churches, temples, organizations,
merchants, scout troops and school
clubs.
The department gives special
thanks to the Goddard School in
Branchburg for selecting Scotch
Plain’s program as this year’s
project, Jenn Harper for coordinating and the parents of Goddard students for their overwhelming generosity.
The department thanks the “elves”
– Debbie and Bob Knoller, Lynn
Payne, Amy Davies, Ingrid Bordman,
Janet Kestner, Joanie Donovan and

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Margo Pierce for their help. Mike
Ross, Scotch Plains’ tax assessor, allowed his office to become “Santa’s
Workshop.”
For more information, contact
Maria Santo or Marie Davis at
scotchplains@ucnj.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS – In its final
meeting of the year this past Thursday, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education opened by recognizing the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Marching Band, after
which board members addressed high
school standardized testing and concerns regarding the upcoming budget
process.
The marching band earned first
place in the U.S. Scholastic Band
Association New Jersey Championship on October 29. The board commended the band on capturing the
state championship with their program entitled “Mystic Journey.” It
featured music from the cinematic
scores of Harry Potter and Lord of the
Rings films.
Following recognition of the
marching band, the board turned to
its regular public meeting agenda. A
switch from the current standardized
test administered in grades 9 and 10,
the TerraNova, to the New Jersey
Pass test, was approved. SPFHS Principal David Heisey presented the request to the board.
Mr. Heisey said the New Jersey
Pass more closely resembles the High

Trans. Planning Authority
Appoints County Planner
COUNTY — The North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority
has appointed Union County Planner
Kamal Saleh as the Chairman of the
Regional Transportation Advisory
Committee (R-TAC). The R-TAC
serves as an advisory committee to
(NJTPA) Board of Trustees.
The NJTPA administers Federal
Transportation funds and coordinates
efforts with the New Jersey State
Department of Transportation, New
Jersey Transit and other regional transportation agencies.
“Kamal has served as vice chairman of R-TAC and has done an outstanding job,” said Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella. “He has
demonstrated his knowledge on both
the state and county level on numerous transportation issues.”
Additionally, Mr. Saleh has been
selected as Executive Committee secretary to the New Jersey County
Planner’s Association (NJCPA).
The NJCPA, a statewide organization is involved in regional policies
and planning, which include the State
Development and Redevelopment
Plan, Storm water plans, and policies
related to the Council on Affordable
Housing.
“Both appointments will provide
the county with access to state and
local transportation organizations,”
said Freeholder Daniel Sullivan,

Transportation Advisory Board liaison and the chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the NJTPA. “The county
will have a strong voice on significant issues relating to Planning and
Transportation.”
Mr. Saleh previously served as vice
chairman of R-TAC. He currently
works in the Union County Office of
Economic Development as a supervisor for the Bureaus of Transportation
and Land Use Planning.

SU Names Salisbury
University Scholar
SCOTCH PLAINS – Allyson
Salisbury of Scotch Plains was among
more than 150 students honored as a
University Scholar at Susquehanna
University (SU).
The annual Scholars Dinner was
held on Friday, November 10, to recognize and congratulate SU’s most
successful student scholars. In order
to be named a University Scholar,
students must have earned a cumulative grade point average of 3.75 in
full-time study for the past two semesters or equivalent credit hours of
part-time study.
Allyson, a 2004 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, is a
junior environmental science major
at SU and the daughter of Brian and
Connie Salisbury.

School Proficiency Assessment
(HSPA) that students are required to
complete in grade 11. Both the HSPA
and the New Jersey Pass are criterion
reference tests, meaning that students
are assessed with respect to a set bar
that does not move.
The TerraNova, on the other hand,
is a norm reference test, which assesses students by comparing them
against one another, creating a bell
curve. Mr. Heisey said the New Jersey Pass would be, “an excellent tool
for us in terms of identifying those
students who may be partially proficient in the HSPA.”
He encouraged the board to make
the switch, saying, “The trend is
that more and more districts are
moving away from the TerraNova
and moving to the New Jersey Pass.”
Board member Linda Nelson also
pointed out that the New Jersey Pass
test was less expensive than the
TerraNova.
Concerns about the 2007-2008 budget comprised much of the remainder
of the meeting. Board members expressed doubt about the projected
enrollment statistics they have received. Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said a 100-student
increase was expected for the 20072008 school year.
Ms. Nelson said she worried the
board was under-budgeting because
enrollment increases in recent years
have been more substantial. Mr. Del
Sordi assured board members that
enrollment is “something we are looking at very closely” as part of the
budget review process. He also said
there is a great deal of “confusion
coming out of Trenton,” which was
complicating the process.
Budget concerns remained in the
spotlight when the floor was opened
to public comments.
Nancy Bower, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice Hockey
Association, addressed board members and asked that, as they go through
the upcoming budget process, they
consider providing some funding for
new sports programs. Ms. Bower said
this was important because of the
benefits children receive from participation in extracurricular activities
and “so that Scotch Plains, like all our
neighboring towns, can have not only
ice hockey, but lacrosse and field
hockey.”
Scotch Plains resident Anthony
Giannaci, president of the Turfit citizens group, which advocates the installation of turf playing fields for the
high school, questioned the board as
to where it was on the turf issue and
how the issue would work into the
upcoming budget process. Board
members assured Mr. Giannaci that
they were still on track with the process and that the issue would be addressed further at upcoming meetings.
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Hello 2007 and Happy New Year Everyone
At the beginning of a new year, you
and we take stock of our lives, resolve
to make positive changes, set goals,
prepare for tomorrow and, importantly, strive to scribble the correct
year on that first check.
Most of us realize we have many to
thank for our blessings of 2006.
We’re no exception, and we
thank you – our readers, advertisers, neighbors, officials, public servants, contributors, printers and postmen. In our case,
we’re fortunate to have so many
to thank that it’s difficult to list.
The Westfield Leader enters
its 118th year now and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
has been on your kitchen table
since 1959. This is an inspiration to
our staff, and it instills in us the conviction that we’re doing something
worthwhile – making a contribution
to you and the community.
Many years have passed since that

first edition. With the Internet at
goleader.com and timesnj.com in conjunction with our newspapers, we
reach more people now than what our
forefathers must have ever thought
possible. But the mission is much the
same, reporting on things that matter
to people and the important
things that people do.
With more than half a million
people in Union County and
over 100,000 in the
immediate area, our
communities enter
2007 on many positive notes because of
good people with talent, energy and
dreams. This is the
reason the area is such a
great place to live, to do
business and to raise a family. Our towns speak for
themselves.
There are challenges coming in

2007 for all of us — some we anticipate and many completely unknown
at this time. There will be many joys
and victories too. We look forward to
sharing these with you in 2007.
Your views and submittals of community items enrich the news. With
your guidance, we will improve, expand and innovate in 2007. Reach us
at editor@goleader.com.
Regardless of where you live, please
subscribe to the newspaper
and encourage others to do
so. “Reading is good for
you.”
We are prepared and committed to you with what the
future may bring. You can
continue to view us with integrity and trust. We will earn
this expectation each week.
With so much to be thankful for and so much to look
forward to – Hello 2007 and Happy
New Year everyone.

2006 Year in Review - Government Reform Thoughts
Editor’s Note: Each week in 2006, the
editors of The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times posted
the government reform thoughts listed
below on goleader.com. Anonymous public comments are included.
January 26: State senators and assemblymen seek ideas on what bills to
sponsor. We suggest that they pass one
that makes it illegal in all fashions for
government entities, authorities and utilities that use public money in any way to
issue retroactive pay raises or benefits in
any form. - by goleader.com.
February 9: We’re trying to find out
if there is a law in the state that controls
rates that towing companies can charge.
Can they charge any fee they wish, such
as the $385 charged last week? Suppose
they charged $600, what would be the
recourse? If they damaged your vehicle,
what would be the alternative? - by
goleader.com.
February 16: As far as government
salaries are concerned, one would be
forced to examine “honorarium” salaries, individuals collecting salaries from
more than one government entity, etc.
Where there are question marks as to
what such an individual may be doing to
deserve a salary, it may be necessary to
request a time sheet to see if that person
is actually there, doing something, or on
another job instead. - by goleader.com.
March 8: Newark Mayor Sharpe
James: You may have noticed that Newark Mayor Sharpe James, also holding
office as State Senator, has transferred
about $80 million of taxpayer money to
a trust account and named himself as
director-for-life for the account to dole
it out to support business projects as he
sees fit. The mayor’s action is so outrageous, while he defies all authority and
perhaps the law, in our view. Few lawmakers or those responsible for enforcement dare even speak of the matter in
public – although they whisper in disgust to us. Have we now become so
weak in the face of corruption? Have we
sunk this low? We demand that something be done, but from whom? – by
goleader.com. Comment: Incredible that
the mayor of a major U.S. city can get
away with this. He misappropriates federal funding to fight terrorism, and now
creates a private account for himself to
decide where it goes? Classic example
of pay to play in Essex County. Is there
any politician in Trenton who can fight
this injustice? To a somewhat lesser
degree, Union County Freeholders are
guilty as well. Mismanaging our hardearned money on their own uncontested
pet projects — and then have the nerve
to run a $20M deficit in doing so! Typical NJ politics, and it must stop. Comment: On Sharp James and the $80
million...Ah, it’s good to be the king.
March 16: The government pension
system in New Jersey is being seriously
abused at the expense of the taxpayer.
Officials and appointees double dip along
with police chiefs, superintendents and
others padding their last year of salary to
artificially boost their retirement pay.
We call for the legislature to bring an
immediate end to this. - by goleader.com:
Comment: There’s nothing that can be
done. It’s yet another reason why experts such as Larry Sabato of the University of Virginia’s Center on Politics describe NJ as one of the most corrupt
states in the nation. Comment: Regarding your March 16 column on pensions,
the legislators are looking forward to
their own inflated pensions. Why change
a “good thing?”
March 23: The New Jersey Constitution requires that the state government
have a balanced budget to protect the
citizens. The state supreme court has
acknowledged that this constitutional

provision has been violated by the state.
Now, in the face of a fiscal crisis, the
governor is increasing spending by 10
percent and borrowing $8 billion, not to
be paid back for 35 years. If not the
courts and not the constitution, now
what? - by goleader.com: Comment:
The constitution is a “living document”
don’t you know. Which means, as was
said by the Queen of Hearts in “In The
Looking Glass,” when questioned about
the law, “It means exactly what I say it
means.”
March 30: Newark Mayor Sharpe
James sees handwriting on the wall and
withdraws from mayoral re-election bid
but presumably intends to stay on as
State Senator; State Senator Ray Lesniak
of Elizabeth proposes to sell the NJ
Turnpike to raise money; State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and candidate for the U.S. Senate, comes out
strong against Governor Corzine’s tax
proposals and increased spending; It
seems like the war is on in Trenton. Let’s
hope the citizens win. - by goleader.com.
Comment: Asm. Bramnick statement,
“We in the legislature must counterattack this monster government.” See
goleader.com/06mar30/08.pdf.
April 6: Rather than school boards
and mayors battling with residents over
rising property taxes, we believe that it
would be more effective (and the right
thing to do) for all parties to counterattack and campaign where the real problem (and solution) is - against fraud and
misuse of tax money elsewhere - such as
at UMDNJ, Abbott Districts and the
widespread patronage throughout county
and state entities. - by goleader.com.
April 13: We agree with Asm. Jon
Bramnick, R-21 of Westfield: The governor is urged to have U.S. Attorney
Chris Christie send Stern’s investigative
team to audit other state entities after
their work is completed at the UMDNJ
hospital. “There is no doubt we need
audits, reviews and investigations of
many state funded entities,” Mr.
Bramnick said. - by goleader.com.
April 20: Abbott Schools (failed
school districts) in New Jersey are controlled by board members elected by a
dismally low number of voters, yet the
boards control hundreds of millions of
dollars given to them by taxpayers of the
other districts in the state. Widespread
abuse of this money is reported. How
can this matter be corrected? The failed
systems in Union County (Elizabeth and
Plainfield, Abbott schools) and the state
had dismal voter turnouts. Elizabeth, a
town of 120,000 people (four times the
population of Westfield), had only about
1,700 people voting. Plainfield, with a
population of about 50,000, had only a
little more than a thousand people voting. This is dreadful. See the top school
money list at goleader.com/06mar30/
08.pdf. - by goleader.com.
April 27: A few weeks ago, we lamented over the greed and disregard for
the law displayed by Newark Mayor
Sharpe James (also a state senator) as he
put $80 million of city money into private trusts that he would control after
leaving office. This week, Governor Jon
Corzine is challenging the mayor/senator by freezing the funds. This is a ray of
hope for New Jersey. The Governor has
the guts to stand up to powerful individuals in his own party. Every citizen
and honest politicians of both parties
must step forward and support Gov.
Corzine on this matter of corruption. As
the governor continues on this anti-corruption quest, it will be easy to see
through the politicians who would try to
stop him. - by goleader.com.
April 27: From NJ Division of Local
Government Services: “Dear Mr. Corbin:
This is in response to your complaint

regarding the proposed establishment
of an $80 million trust fund in the City of
Newark for capital and neighborhood
projects. As you may be aware, the Department of Community Affairs has been
actively involved in this issue to determine the legality of the proposals and
whether the process is within statutory
parameters. Department staff met with
Newark City officials and after much
discussion, the city has agreed to rescind its plan and to comply with all
aspects of statutory and regulatory law.
Please be assured that this office will
continue to monitor the financial transactions in the City of Newark through
our budget review and approval process.” - Sincerely, Susan Jacobucci, Director, Division of Local Government
Services.
May 4: Just as government holds
businesses to a “Truth in Advertising”
standard, shouldn’t government also be
held to the same standard? As example,
governments persistently release statements that they are cutting their budgets.
In reality, they are increasing their expenditures and taxation of the people.
Union County government says that they
have kept budgets to a minimum in that
it has increased by only 1/3 over the last
six years. In reality, the county taxes
have increased by 50 percent over that
period. Other agencies state that they
have reduced the rate of increase – double
talk? - by goleader.com.
May 11: On the editorial page,Mr.
Paul Peyton writes: “Regionalized Municipal Departments Could Save Taxpayers’ Dollars,” and on the same page,
former Westfield Mayor Alexander Williams discusses “Legislators Should Stop
Playing With ‘Soft Savings’ on Consolidation Issue.” In our view, these discussions form a road map for government
consolidation Do’s and Don’ts - by
goleader.com.
May 18: We applaud the U.S. Attorney and the NJ Attorney General for
vigorously indicting and prosecuting the
officials and public employees stealing
and committing other crimes. Suddenly,
several officials and employees are resigning abruptly. As we understand it,
state law reads that if an official or
public employee resigns before being
indicted, that individual gets to keep all
retirement and other benefits, even if
convicted. We think that law should be
changed. - by goleader.com.
May 25: In an effort to reduce municipal spending, should our towns look
to shared services such as school administration, health, recreation and public
works? With the retirement of the
Fanwood recreation executive director,
this could be the time to merge Scotch
Plains and Fanwood recreation services.
As an example, the Scotch PlainsFanwood regional school system already
brings these two communities together sharing a recreation department would
be a logical extension. - by goleader.com.
June 1: Several individuals in New
Jersey are on more than one government
and/or authority payroll (either appointed
and/or elected) and thus receive multiple taxpayer-funded paychecks. We
believe this is a conflict of interest and
abusive. This practice should be stopped.
- by goleader.com.
June 8: Public tax money funds state
grants. Incumbents are given grant
money to disperse to organizations and
unions in exchange for reelection endorsements. This is an unhealthy practice that is being abused, in our view. - by
goleader.com.
June 15: Newark Mayor-elect Cory
Booker has started to clean up City Hall
by terminating all department heads effective July 1. It is time that New Jersey
residents get behind his efforts to revi-

talize Newark city government - by
goleader.com.
June 22: Governor Jon Corzine has
recalled and will be auctioning off 809
state employee issued vehicles — of the
fleet of 6,145 vehicles. Is this enough?
Should all levels of state, school, county
and local governments follow the
Governor’s example to help restore good
fiscal sense in New Jersey? - by
goleader.com.
June 29: Governor Corzine has threatened the shutdown of state government
effective this Saturday, July 1 unless
Assembly Democrats approve the state
budget. All non-essential services would
be closed. If non-essential employees
are to stay home, should these jobs be
considered for elimination to reduce state
spending? - by goleader.com.
July 5: Given the state shutdown and
impact on municipal budgets, should
counties, municipalities and local school
governments be required to include statemandated programs in their budgets
without state funding? - by goleader.com.
July 13: After the state budget fiasco,
we suggest that the government be required to publish the proposed budget
on the Internet and make it available to
all citizens for a month before the legislators and governor vote to adopt it. We
demand an end to disgraceful last-minute
Pork. - by goleader.com.
July 20: Attorney General Zulima
Farber, New Jersey’s chief law enforcement officer should resign for interfering with police by assisting her boyfriend who was involved in traffic and
driving offenses. She did this on state
time, in a state issued vehicle and being
driven by a state trooper. Can the public
trust her integrity? - by goleader.com.
July 27: Governments such as
Westfield, Union County and Scotch
Plains seem to be involved in an increasing amount of litigation, particularly
with employee claims. The true cost of
this litigation is seldom revealed. We
believe that upon settlement of all suits,
the total cost including all awards and
legal fees should be itemized and publicized. There is no incentive for lawyers
to resolve matters. We believe that attorneys should not be paid for poor performance, when dragging out litigation and
when milking the system. - by
goleader.com.
August 3: We believe that the tactic of
government taxing the citizens and then
granting them their money back as if it’s
a favor is wasteful, manipulative and
wrong. Look where it got us. We call on
Governor Jon Corzine to disband these
programs and eliminate the taxes. Tax
relief is needed everywhere in New Jersey, and reducing government spending
is essential. - by goleader.com. Comment: Not that long ago, the state was
looked to as the “efficient” central collector of fees due municipalities such as
right of way fees from utilities. In the
past decade, the state decided that it was
“their” money and the funds were “state
aid.” The state also collects a host of
nuisance fees such as parking ticket
surcharges and excessive recording fees
for real estate that make the municipality and county look to be the “bad guy”
(But Westfield cannot get permission
from the state to use hand held computerized parking ticket writers). Comment:
The state and all levels of government
must cut its expenditures - start by inducing the municipalities to consolidate
functions that have no municipal law
making - e.g. the construction department. The cost and quality of inspections will be better if Westfield, Fanwood,
Scotch Plains (and maybe one or two
more) consolidate their services much
like the Board of Health. PS, now I am
all angry and bothered thinking about
government abuse and mismanagement.
How will I get any work done now?
August 10: Governor Corzine has
proposed to allow towns to charge a
municipal sales tax on top of the existing
state sales tax. Instead of this proposal,
would it make more sense to allow towns
to collect half of the existing 7-percent
sales tax? - by goleader.com.
August 17: New Jersey is suffering
through its latest disgrace as Attorney
General Zulima Farber was forced to
resign Tuesday over ethics violations.
The view of most in the state is that
Farber should have never been appointed
in the first place. She officially steps
down August 31 and New Jersey will
have yet another “acting official.” Political appointee in February and assistant
Attorney General, Anne Milgram, 35,
stands to be the “Acting Attorney General.” When will this all end? Every
lawyer in the state is hoping to receive a
call from the governor for the appointment. We don’t need another lawyer. We
need Diogenes to help us find an honest
man. On the selection of a replacement
for Attorney General, please see our
editorial of September 22, 2005; We’d
Like to See the Resumes - by
goleader.com.
August 24: In NJ, the party in power
of respective elected positions considers that office to be their property. When
an elected official is not seeking reelec-

tion or moving on to another position,
the party chooses a replacement. The
replacement then gains the power of
incumbency with a huge advantage to
then becoming elected at the next cycle.
We believe that this is wrong. No elected
office should be filled other than by vote
of the citizens, even if this requires that
the office remain vacant until a vote can
be taken. - by goleader.com.
August 31: We urge immediate passage of Sheriff of Nottingham legislation as proposed by New Jersey Assemblyman Eric Munoz whereby public
auction of confiscated property would
require: notice of the date, time and
place of the public sale, together with a
description of the items to be sold; the
conditions of the sale, would be required
to be published in a legal newspaper for
at least seven days, but not more than 14
days after the last publication of notice.
In addition, it would require a minimum
bid of at least 80 percent of market value
of the property to be auctioned, and it
will include an “insider trading” provision precluding anyone from having prior
notice of such auction from bidding on
the items. See editorial for explanation.
- by goleader.com.
September 7: We think the state law
banning nepotism in legislators’ district
offices should be expanded to county
and municipal governments. - by
goleader.com.
September 14: In the absence of action by the New Jersey legislature on the
loopholes of Sheriff sales of seized property, we propose that codes of conduct
and penalties addressing the issue be
placed in contracts with the Sheriff’s
Unions. Then, we call upon the union’s
to insist that government managers and
executives abide by the same codes and
penalties. See August 31 editorial. by
goleader.com.
September 21: A freeholder is under
investigation by New Jersey Division of
Motor Vehicle Services, the stepson of
the sheriff is being questioned on a possible auction scam, a passenger fell off a
Paratransit bus and nobody noticed for a
block, but at least the Eastman Street
Bridge in Cranford is no longer a foot
too low. What is wrong with this picture? - by goleader.com.
September 28: Should employers be
required to show proof of citizenship for
their employees? No one in New Jersey
should be paid off the books. Everyone
should pay their fair share in taxes. We
need everyone to play by the same set of
rules. - by goleader.com.
October 5: Officials in New Jersey
State Government are discussing requiring towns and school districts to merge
and turn over local functions to county
government as a way to reduce cost and
lower property taxes. Long term, this
may be beneficial. However, we believe
that this would result in chaos and delay
tax reform. Substantial implementation
time would be required. Most importantly, the root cause of the problem is
not being addressed - that of corruption,
exploitation and waste. Everyone knows
what the problem is and what fixes are
required. We say, bite the bullet and get
the job done. Stop wasting time and
money. Stop distractions. The public
will not let up on this issue (we hope).
It’s way above the radar screen. - by
goleader.com.
October 12: The property taxpayers
are looking for answers to the problem
of runaway increases. Policemen,
firefighters, teachers and municipal employees are looking to be treated fairly
in their contract negotiations. We believe the only way to achieve accountability and fairness along with achieving balanced priorities is to have all
public employee contracts, including
teachers, to be under the control of one
entity. We suggest that this entity be the
mayor and town council. – by
goleader.com. Comment: Your suggestion to centralize all the contracts under
the mayor and town council have merit.
However, the school board will resist
this move to their dieing breath. Plus,
keep in my mind the most powerful
elected official in town is not the mayor,
but rather the School Board President.
The police, as in Scotch Plains, would
not even talk about benefits and went
directly into arbitration. I would suggest, that we would have to decide to not
deal with the unions and direct hire. The
benefits and salaries would have to reflect the private sector. One thing that
would have an immediate impact would
be to allow senior citizens, without children in the school system, to be exempt
from that portion of their property taxes
dedicated to the schools. This way if the
parents want services that seniors are
not concerned with, the parents can pay
for it and the seniors will not be forced
to move out of town because of out of
control property tax increases. Just a
thought.
October 19: Union County, New Jersey elects county government officials
on an at-large basis. The urban centers
dominate the winner-take-all contest.
One-party rule results. Suburbs are concerned that they are not represented while

paying a large share of the taxes. Some
counties in New Jersey elect their officials by district. Perhaps the time has
come for the state to pass a uniform
election law for counties, invoking the
district election concept to enable representative government. - by goleader.com.
October 26: At the first meeting of
the Joint Legislative Committee on Ethical Standards in more than a year, Republican and Democrat representatives
squandered almost two hours fighting
along partisan lines about who should
chair the committee. This deplorable
conduct not only wasted the time of the
non-legislative volunteers on the committee but also demonstrated the unfortunate reality of party politics in New
Jersey. On a panel with the noble goal of
preserving ethical standards, there is no
place for partisan lines. This committee
must stop squabbling and work to end
corruption in state government. - by
goleader.com: Comment: It would appear the high ethical standards and NJ
politicians are directly opposites. It is
hard to imagine that after a year of
inactivity, the committee met for two
hours and squabbled like kindergarten
kids. Should these elected officials refuse
to do what we voted them in to deal with,
then get out of the way, give us your
$50,000 a year pay and let a committee
of the common folk rectify the problem.
Comment: We are not shackled by party
loyalty or donations from private interest groups. We have no favors due the
likes of Senator Bryant. Comment: You
elected officials have three choices, lead
(which you don’t seem to want to do),
follow (which seems like it your normal
practice), or get out of the way (horrifying to you in Trenton) and let us to fix the
problem. When does the committee of
common folk meet?
November 2: Ballot questions to dedicate state funds by Constitutional
changes for specific purposes are a trap.
Dedicating funds for seemingly honorable and worthwhile purposes is really
only a regrettable compromise because
legislators can’t deal with the waste and
corruption that exists in Trenton. We say
stop the pork. There also is considerable
concern about how these funds would
actually be used. We say, “Don’t do it.”
Take a stand now against corruption and
waste in Trenton. - by goleader.com.
November 9: We hope that in this
week following elections, our newly
elected officials will offer their own
government reform thoughts and will
see them through during their terms in
office. - by goleader.com.
November 16: New Jersey Governor
Jon Corzine is studying adding toll plazas on highways that currently don’t
charge fees. Some of these roads are
Federal highways. Can this be legal? We
disagree with such a plan. It will create
further traffic tie-ups in the nation’s
most densely populated state, and it will
be just another tax on citizens in the
nation’s most intensely taxed state. - by
goleader.com.
November 23: We agree with Assemblyman John Burzichelli and State
Senator Stephen Sweeney that deceptive advertising and cumbersome mailin rebates programs should be banned in
New Jersey, such as in legislation in
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Alabama,
Maryland, California, Missouri and New
York. We urge the state legislature to act
on this and similar deception matters. by goleader.com.
November 30: Government shall pass
no law imposing or increasing fines for
the primary or incidental purpose of
revenue generation as this is a backdoor
method of increasing taxation. Further,
it has a destructive impact on law enforcement, where the goal should be
achieving and maintaining acceptable
social behavior. - by goleader.com.
December 7: We believe that governments should post all meeting agendas
on their websites in advance of the meeting in a visible, logical place for citizens. Meeting minutes should similarly
be posted following meetings. All levels
of government should use the Internet as
a tool for fostering open communication
with their constituents. Some municipalities currently use the Internet in this
manner; we believe all should follow. by goleader.com.
December 14: There’s so much misinformation, or lack of information, on
the budget crisis in NJ. This breeds fear
and conflict. We suggest the state compose an interactive spreadsheet and publish it on the Internet with as accurate
facts and interrelationships as possible.
Then, the public can manipulate the
factors and see the impacts. - by
goleader.com.
December 21: Is New Jersey state
government reaching a desperate stage?
We think so. Rather than officials reforming the corruption and malfeasance
plus curtailing their greed, some legislators are proposing selling off billions of
the public’s assets, such as the NJ Turnpike, to continue fueling their avarice.
Reform legislators in the minority and
the public are outraged with the duplicity. What now? - by goleader.com.
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Reader Disagrees with Dissenter on
Westfield $10 Million School Bond
The [Westfield school] bond referendum is positive for neighborhoods. I’ll
give more than one good reason. After
reading (December 21 letter to the editor)
Mr. Sumner’s extremely negative and
cynical opinion regarding the upcoming
bond referendum, I felt a need to respond.
After thoroughly reading Mr. Sumner’s
piece, I ascertain his three main issues
are:
1. The renovations at Roosevelt do
nothing for the overcrowding issue at the
intermediate level.
2. The Lincoln renovations should not
occur for it will take away neighborhood
school kindergarten.
3. The electives of Mandarin and Robotics are unnecessary and only a means
to help solve the overcrowding issue.
The decision to do the renovations at
Roosevelt came from recommendations
from a citizen’s advisory committee appointed by the board of education. I don’t
know if Mr. Sumner has viewed the physical space himself, but I have and it is clear
to me there are serious space issues in
Roosevelt’s cafeteria and library.
There are also safety concerns as well.
With recent school shootings all over the
country, it is imperative that Westfield
schools be secure. With the present
Roosevelt school, not everything is secure, as doors must be left open so students may pass from one building to the
next.
To me the Lincoln School project is a
necessity. Mr. Sumner failed to mention
that almost every elementary school has
no music or art room. Students have art on
a roving cart and some students have
music in kitchens and hallways. Renovating Lincoln will open up elementary
school space we desperately need for art,
music and potentially better class size for
our kids.
Moreover, our special education programs will be improved, which opens up
possibilities to bring more ‘special ed’
back into our district, potentially saving
tax dollars.
Mr. Sumner’s contention is that
Westfield families will forgo Lincoln and
send their children to full day, private
kindergarten. If you can afford it — what
about the families who have no choice
about where their kids go to kindergarten? I know I couldn’t afford it. It is also
a place that could house full day kindergarten in the future.
Is having Mandarin and robotics as an
elective only a means to help move kids to
Edison in an effort to avoid redistricting?
I’m not so sure. I would imagine some
families who move to Westfield for an
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rhexis – In medicine, the rupture of
an organ or vessel
2. Lampadedromy – A torch in honor
of Prometheus
3. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
4. Matanza – A slaughterhouse
TENEBROUS
1. Shameful; corrupt
2. Tired, mean, or worn out
3. Dark; gloomy
4. Tenative; timid
TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or
shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from
which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad
MAMMONISM
1. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of
riches
4. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits
SPRAINTS
1. The waste or dung of an otter
2. Splints used for broken bones
3. Spittle
4. Small number; insufficiency

County Audit 2005
Public Record Available
The Union County Audit Report for
the year ending December 31, 2005 has
been obtained by The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
and has been posted on the Internet for the
public to download at www.goleader.com/
features.

Christie Receives
JNF Award
FLORHAM PARK — Political leaders honored U.S. Attorney Christopher
Christie at Jewish National Fund’s Tree
of Life award gala on November 30 at the
Crystal Plaza in Livingston. Westfield
resident William Palatucci and Jerold Zaro
of Ocean Township co-chaired the event.
The humanitarian award recognizes
outstanding community involvement,
dedication to the cause of American-Israeli friendship, and devotion to peace
and the security of human life.
“I am thrilled to be a part of the great
work of Jewish National Fund,” said Mr.
Christie. “To be associated with them by
receiving this honor is one of the best
things I have had a chance to do as U.S.
Attorney.”
The gala guest list included political
notables such as Gov. Jim Florio, Attorney General Stuart Rabner, Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen, Ambassador Clay
Constantinou, Senate President Richard
Codey, Asm. Jon Bramnick, Sen. Bill
Gormley, Essex County Executive Joe
DiVincenzo and Essex County Prosecutor Paula Dow. Former award recipients
George Norcross, Michael Griffinger and
David Samson were also in attendance.
For more information on JNF and the
event, contact Joel Leibowitz at (973)
593-0095 or jleibowitz@jnf.org.

excellent education would expect these
types of electives for the tax dollars they
pay.
I truly feel to characterize these curriculum subjects as “Spongbob
Squarepants” and songs by Greenday and
The Killers is not only offensive, but also
unnecessary.
Lastly, I ask Mr. Sumner for solutions.
His whole piece never mentioned one
solution for elementary school overcrowding, safety issues at Roosevelt, inadequate
space for Roosevelt’s library and cafeteria. As someone who is a manager in his
professional life I see how easy it is for the
people not making the decisions to criticize those making them without offering
viable alternatives.
I encourage everyone to vote ‘yes’ for
the upcoming school bond in the referendum on Jan. 23, 2007. It is viable investment in the education of our children.
Having safe children at Roosevelt, art and
music in elementary classrooms, better
elementary school class size and higher
quality special education are reasons
enough for me.
Eric Leuthold
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Roosevelt School Bond Needed,
Redistricting Strongly Opposed
I grew up in Westfield, attended
Roosevelt in the late 1970s, and graduated from WHS in 1981. Earlier this year,
I was a member of the Citizens’ Advisory
Committee on Enrollment (CACE).
Our committee toured Roosevelt and it
was obvious that renovations are needed
to the library and cafeteria. The CACE
voted to recommend a bond to upgrade
the facility. A town such as Westfield
whose reputation is based in large part on
the quality of its schools cannot afford to
have substandard school buildings. I believe that citizens should keep this in
mind when deciding whether to support
the bond on January 23.
The CACE did not vote for an Early
Childhood Center at Lincoln School because that was not one of the options with
which we were presented for a final vote.
However, the proposal seems to make
good sense and I defer to the Superintendent and the Board of Education’s considered judgment on that issue.
As a member of CACE, I strongly opposed middle school redistricting and sup-

ported the creation of a magnet program at
Edison as a creative way to balance enrollment between the two middle schools. The
CACE spent a considerable amount of
time discussing and debating this issue
and, eventually, a majority of the committee voted to recommend the creation of a
voluntary magnet program at Edison. The
two magnet programs that have been proposed are Mandarin and Robotics. Ultimately, however, if not enough students
express interest in the proposed magnet
programs, the Superintendent and Board
of Education may decide to redistrict on
the middle school level beginning in the
2008 school year. Unlike the bond for
upgrading the schools, redistricting will
not be the subject of a town-wide vote. The
proposed magnet programs are worthwhile
and will enhance our middle school curriculum. It is my hope that enough students
will express interest in them so as to eliminate the need for any middle school redistricting.
Joe Aronds
Westfield
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Pedestrian Hazard at Rialto Discussed
By Westfielder and Police Department
I just arrived home after driving through
downtown Westfield and witnessing
something that will eventually cost someone their life. At lease once a month, I see
someone trying to cross East Broad Street
directly in front of the corner at the Rialto
Theater, instead of going around and using the designated crosswalks. Today
happened to be the beautiful Saturday
before Christmas at 2 p.m. when the streets
and sidewalks were as busy as possible.
Drivers turning right from Central
Avenue onto East Broad Street typically
are looking left and straight ahead to
make sure there are no cars coming from
the left or pedestrians crossing Central
Ave. from the Rialto. Now with the new
lights, it is even easier just to glance left
and flow to the right knowing that you
have the light and there is no cross walk in
front of the Rialto (and now a green arrow
encouraging you to go).
With unfortunate certainty, some unlucky driver will eventually make that
right a little too quickly, and strike an
even unluckier pedestrian who is crossing East Broad St. illegally across from
the Rialto. The town should quickly put
up some sort of barrier at the sidewalks, or

at least an obvious and stern warning to
not take their lives into their own hands
by just being too lazy to use the appropriate cross walks.
As my wife just said, “Better to wait for
a green light than wait for an ambulance.”
Don Rosenthal
Westfield
Editor’s Note: Westfield Police
Department’s reply:
Thank you for your information on
your observations. We have been aware
of this problem and have been in contact
with Union County on this matter. It
appears that the County of Union will not
allow us to place a barrier up. We have
been looking at this since the construction
of the lights. The county feels that a
barrier will only cause more problems.
Example: An evacuation of the theater,
pedestrians that will attempt to cross anyway, etc.
The town council and the police department are continuing talks with the
county to address this hazard.
Chief John Parizeau
Westfield Police Dept.
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Library Requests Donations,
Volunteers For March Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library are
asking area residents to donate their
used books and audio-visual materials
and/or to volunteer a few hours to help
with their upcoming used book sale,
which will take place in March.
Donated items need to be in good,
re-saleable condition. The Friends are
seeking fiction, non-fiction, children’s
books, how-to books, cookbooks and
other varieties. They will not be able to
accept sets of encyclopedias, Reader’s
Digest condensed books, old textbooks
or books that have been damaged,
water-soaked or otherwise rendered in
poor condition.

Choral Art Society
To Perform at Church
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc., a nonprofit, community chorus of about 80
singers dedicated to the study and
performance of great choral works,
will perform Mendelsohn’s Elijah on
Saturday, January 20, at 8 p.m.
Additionally, the society will begin rehearsals on Tuesday, January
23, in preparation for a performance
on Saturday, May 12, of Franz Josef
Haydn’s Theresienmesse and Ralph
Vaughn Williams’ Dona Nobis Pacem.
James Little is musical director for
the Choral Art Society. Both the January and May concerts will be held at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

Lightly used videos, DVDs and
books-on-tape also are sought, particularly those items that are of interest to children.
Books and audio-visual materials
may be dropped off at the Scotch Plains
Public Library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, during regular library hours.
Additionally, the Friends are looking for people to help set up for the
sale, assist with publicity and help
during the sale and with boxing the
remainders afterwards. Interested volunteers may sign up at the Circulation
Desk at the library, where sign-up
sheets are provided. They also may
call the library at (908) 322-5007.
The Friends of the Scotch Plains
Public Library is a volunteer organization dedicated to raising funds and
developing programs and awareness
for the library and its many offerings.

Westfield Toastmasters
Reveal Meeting Dates
WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of
Westfield meets at 7:45 p.m. on the
first, second and fourth Thursdays of
every month in the dining room of
Sunrise Assisted Living, located at
240 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
Meetings are open to the public.
Toastmasters is a club that provides a supportive environment for
people to practice their public speaking and leadership skills. For further
information,
please
visit
toastmasters.org, call (908) 709-9444
or e-mail marie@bestprospects.net.

Hannah Lieberman Among
Group Aiding New Orleans

DECORATING THE TOWN…Members of the Garden Club of Westfield,
pictured above, brought holiday cheer to the doors of the town’s municipal offices,
recreation department, fire stations and department of public works by hanging
wreaths that they made.

Golden Agers to Start 2007
With Trip to See I Do! I Do!
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will start
its new year with a trip to the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on Thursday, January 25, for a performance of
the Broadway comedy I Do! I Do!.
Tickets cost $62 each and include
the play, an elegant lunch and the bus
ride from the Scotch Plains Municipal Building parking lot at 430 Park
Avenue at 10 a.m. that day. If inclement weather prevents the planned trip,
a full refund will be given.
The menu will feature Yankee pot
roast, stuffed breast of chicken, catch
of the day, shrimp and scallops, baked
fruit glazed ham and various accompaniments. A dessert table also will
be available. All are welcome.

The Golden Agers Club offers senior citizens an opportunity to meet
with their peers, share ideas, interact
and gather information. It runs from
September to June and meets weekly
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.
Membership, theater outings, musical reviews and other trips are open
to everyone. For trip details, please
call Jean DeTorre at (908) 889-4121
or Mary De Jesso at (908) 654-4512.
Membership information is available by calling Marge Van Duyne at
(908) 889-4631.

Registration Available
For Winter Programs
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, has announced that registration for its winter programs is now underway.
Nearly all of the JCC’s programs
are open to both members and nonmembers. Program registration has
begun for JCC members and will start
on Wednesday, January 10, for others.
A variety of classes and programs
for infants through senior citizens
will be featured over the next several
months, including many new selections. Songwriting workshops;
Zumba dance instruction; a children’s
cooking series; Kiddie Tennis classes
and a new, late-morning spin class
will be among the offerings.
Upcoming special events include a
Family Night at a New Jersey Devils
game; a teen trip to see Tarzan on
Broadway and the JCC’s annual Comedy Night event.
The Winter/Spring 2007 Program
Guide contains full information about
these and hundreds of other offerings. It may be accessed online at
jccnj.org. Hard copies may be picked
up at the JCC building.

MLK Day of Service
To Include PBS Film

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS…More than 200 youngsters and adults
attended the Westfield Area “Y”’s Lunch with Santa event this year. Three
seating times were available for families to choose from, and all were treated to
fun, food and, of course, a visit with Santa Claus. Pictured above, Connor Whitt
tells Santa his Christmas wishes.
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AREA – In conjunction with
Summit’s ninth annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day of Service,
BRIDGES will screen Waging a Living, the PBS documentary by Roger
Weisberg, with a moderated discussion. It will take place on Monday,
January 15, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at
BRIDGES in Christ Church, located
at 561 Springfield Avenue in Summit.
The film looks at America’s working
poor, highlighting four individuals
pursuing the American Dream.
Volunteers of all ages also are welcome to sort clothing and toiletries
and to make brown bag lunches from
10 to 11:30 a.m. that day. Clothing,
toiletries and non-perishable food
items for the lunches (individual chips,
cookies, drinks and fruit cups) may
be brought to the Christ Church
Atrium any day from Tuesday, January 2, to Monday, January 15.
BRIDGES is an outreach program
serving the homeless. More information is available at (908) 273-0176 or
bridgesoutreach.org.

Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment
Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

ATTORNEY

AT

LAW

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.
Ramsey Berman, P.C.

HOLIDAY CLEARANCE

Specializing in:
EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &
SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS
REAL ESTATE & LAND USE
ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600

tjardim@hrb-nj.com

FAX:

973.984.1632

www.hrb-nj.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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WESTFIELD – Hannah Lieberman
of Westfield is one of more than 30
Reform Jews who are spending a
week in New Orleans, La. from December 24 to 30 to help in the continuing rebuilding effort there.
Members of the Union for Reform
Judaism’s Adult Mitzvah Corps traveled to New Orleans last December
following Hurricane Katrina’s devastation and have returned to further
help residents of the region.
The Union’s Mitzvah Corps is
unique from other such rebuilding
missions because of the intensive
week of social action, study and worship in which participants are involved. Rabbi Joel Soffin has for the
past 10 years organized Adult
Mitzvah Corps trips wherever the
need is greatest.
Rabbi Marla Feldman, director of
the Commission on Social Action of
Reform Judaism and co-director of
the Union’s disaster relief efforts,
said the Mitzvah Corps “are not only
improving the world around them,
but elevating themselves as Jews and
as human beings.
“We’re hoping to build a community of faith as we help rebuild the
communities of New Orleans,” she
added. “With just under $4 million
raised and almost all of it allocated

to local disaster relief agencies,
neighborhood development funds
and general restoration efforts, the
Union has been a leader in the Jewish community’s role in rebuilding
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast.”
The Commission on Social Action
of Reform Judaism established the
Adult Mitzvah Corps to provide the
experience of social action, study and
worship for all participants. Past Adult
Mitzvah Corps have served in Israel,
Jackson, Miss., Burlington, Vt. and
Orange County, Calif. For more details about this and past Mitzvah Corps
trips, please visit urj.org/csa/
mitzvahcorps.

Hannah Lieberman

Ms. Burton to Tell Society
About Carnegie Libraries
WESTFIELD – Barbara Burton
will discuss “Andrew Carnegie and
the Creation of Public Libraries” at
the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will take place at noon on
January 3 at B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at 560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
She will relate how, more than 100
years ago, steel magnate and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie began granting funds for public libraries around
the world. More than half of the 3,500
libraries ultimately built with Carnegie
money were in the United States, including 35 in New Jersey.
Ms. Burton will describe the grant
program and how communities worked
with the Carnegie Corporation to secure these funds. She also will provide
updated information and photographs
of these historic buildings that represent varying architectural styles.
Located in 11 of New Jersey’s 21
counties, some of the Carnegie libraries have been demolished, some are in
adaptive re-use and some are still much
as they were in the early part of the
20th century. Ms. Burton will place
special emphasis on the history of the
Westfield Public Library, which began with a Carnegie grant in 1906.
A Westfield resident, Ms. Burton is
a member of both the Westfield Historic Preservation Commission and
the Museum and Archives Committee of the Westfield Historical Society. She is program chairwoman for
the society’s evening programs, which
are held once a month, usually on a

Friday evening.
Ms. Burton also is the librarian for
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Additionally, she is a member of the
Special Libraries Association and the
Church and Synagogue Library Association. She was elected to Beta Phi
Mu, the International Library and
Information Studies Honor Society.
Ms. Burton authored “Connecting
Users with Their Information” for
Business Information Review in December 2005. Her essay, “Westfield
Votes on a Free Public Library,” won
Honorable Mention in the essay contest sponsored by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times for its 2006 edition
of This Is Westfield, published in May.
Regular luncheon attendees will be
contacted by a telephone committee
of the society or by e-mail to verify
their reservations. Space permitting,
others may attend as well. Interested
persons are asked to call (908) 2332930 by noon on Tuesday, January 2.

Hiking Club Presents
Variety of Activities
COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club invites area residents to
participate in its regularly scheduled
hiking and bicycling activities. These
events are designed to provide wholesome recreation while contributing to
physical fitness. Most activities take
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Annual membership dues are
$10. To request a complimentary
schedule, please call (908) 527-4900.
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Wishes Do Grow on Trees
For Needy Kids at Holidays
By WAYNE BAKER

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA also
has a gift program that feeds into the
Wish Tree program. An area bicycle
dealer donated eight bicycles this year.
The donations are gathered regularly
and carefully stacked in the Scotch
Plains tax assessor’s office.
Staging the gifts began December
20. They were moved out of the
assessor’s office, and those that were
directed towards a specific family were
piled together in the council chambers. Most families also receive a gift
card or cards to assist with other needs.
Last Thursday morning, several mothers from Evergreen School in Scotch
Plains came in to assist. On Thursday
evening, a member of each recipient
family was slated to pick up the gifts.
Some gifts never make the piles for
families. These overflow items are
directed to the county, which uses
them to help ensure a happy holiday
for families in other communities.
Marie Davis, who works in the tax
assessor’s office, manages the Wish
Tree program and was one of the
women moving gifts around the council chambers last Thursday. The other
was volunteer Janet Kaestner, while
the woman walking in occasionally
was Maria Santo, another worker in
the assessor’s office. Mrs. Davis also
mentioned on extraordinary volunteer,
Joan Donovan, who assisted every day.
The town’s assessor, Michael Ross,
said Mrs. Davis “puts so much time
and effort into the program, it’s unbelievable.” Mrs. Davis noted, “I do it
because it’s needed.”
The Wish Tree program brings joy
to many families who otherwise
wouldn’t have much. It’s proof that
holiday wishes do grow on trees.

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Walking into
the council chambers at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building on Park
Avenue last Thursday at 5 p.m., it
looked like there was a problem.
Clothes and packages were strewn
around the room. Trash bags poked
their open necks above the backs of
the benches. Clothes were piled on
the desk at the front. Two women
padded quietly amidst the apparent
confusion, adding to a pile here, putting items into one of the bags there.
A third woman walked in occasionally, did something, and left.
Every holiday season since September 11, 2001 it’s been like this, as
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Welfare
Department Wish Tree program does
its work. The county provides a list of
families on welfare and the towns add
a few families who aren’t on welfare
but who don’t have the means to
provide their children with much for
Christmas. Through the program,
parents are then asked to submit their
children’s “wish lists” for Christmas.
The lists are transcribed onto paper
ornaments. All are decorated with a
gift request and many list the age,
sex, and size of the child for which it
is intended. This year, the ornaments
decorated five trees. One was at the
municipal building, another at the
library in Scotch Plains. Another pair
was at Fanwood Borough Hall and
the Fanwood Memorial Library. The
fifth tree was at the Goddard School
in Branchburg.
The public is asked to select one or
more ornaments, purchase the item(s)
listed and bring it to the facility. The

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WISHES COME TRUE…At the Scotch Plains Municipal Building last week,
Marie Davis, center, and Janet Kaestner, right, organize the many gifts purchased
by members of the community through the Wish Tree program. The program
helps provide a merry Christmas for disadvantaged children.

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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‘Family Night’ to Feature
Fun For New Year’s Eve

WINNING TEAM…The staff of the Redeemer Lutheran School in Westfield,
pictured above, gather to celebrate the school having been awarded accreditation
by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. Earlier this year,
Redeemer earned accreditation from the National Lutheran Schools Association.

Redeemer School Awarded
Middle States Accreditation
WESTFIELD – The Middle States
Commission on Elementary Schools
has announced that Redeemer
Lutheran School has been awarded
accreditation by the Middle States
Association of Colleges and Schools.
Dr. Patricia Kelly-Stiles, chairwoman of the commission and
deputy superintendent of the Diocese of Brooklyn in New York, announced the award following the
commission’s November meeting.
Redeemer was one of approximately 40 schools so honored by
the commission. MSCES works
with public and private schools from
New York State to the District of
Columbia, in the United States Caribbean and in various locations
around the globe.
This marks the second accreditation Redeemer has earned this past
year. In August, the school was
awarded accreditation from the National Lutheran Schools Association.
Accreditation signifies the educational community has engaged in a
rigorous process of developing selfknowledge; has hosted an evaluation team of independently appointed
educators and has created an ongoing Strategic Plan to move school
improvement forward.
This process involved any elements of the Redeemer community,
including faculty, staff, congregation members, parents and students.
Accreditation also signifies that
Redeemer has met the MSCES and
NLSA Standards for a quality school.
These standards reflect current research and best practices from
throughout the education profession.
During the term of accreditation, the

school community will engage in a
series of reports and/or site visits to
maintain the vigor of the accreditation process.
The public is welcome to call to
arrange for a tour of the school,
which is beginning registration for
Redeemer’s 55th school year. Redeemer Lutheran School is located
at 229 Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield.

St. Agnes Enhances
School Music Program
AREA – Fifth-grade students at St.
Agnes School in Clark recently received a special addition to the
school’s music program. Sister Claire
Ouimet, principal of St. Agnes School,
presented the students with individual
“pre-corders” as part of the fifth-grade
class’ music theory program.
“The fifth graders have been working hard studying music theory,
rhythms and notes, in anticipation of
the instruments. With their understanding of this basic music theory, the fifth
graders will be able to jump right in
and begin to use their instruments
immediately,” said Mary Ellen Theel,
St. Agnes School’s music teacher.
“To date, the students have been
working tirelessly on note values, and
they can tap out a complicated
rhythm,” added Mrs. Theel. “It is
truly amazing how much these students have learned about music thus
far, and the ‘pre-corders’ will only
help to further enhance their study.”
For more information on St. Agnes
School or the school’s music program, please call (732) 381-0850 or
access stagnesschool.com.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Recreation Department and the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce will
present a new community program
entitled “Family Night” on Sunday,
December 31, from 6 to 10 p.m. at the
Westfield National Guard Armory on
Rahway Avenue.
The purpose of the event is to provide a safe, fun environment for families to celebrate the new year. Family
Night will feature activities geared
towards families with children 15 years
old and younger. The festivities will
include popular, moonwalk-type
climbers and slides; a disc jockey;
various food and arts and crafts.
Pre-registration fees are $10 for
children (ages two to 17) and $5 for
adults (age 18 and older). Admission
costs include unlimited rides and attractions. (A height of at least 32
inches is required for all rides).
“Top Hat” sponsors for this event
include Century 21 Taylor and Love
Inc., the Optimist Club of Westfield,
Citibank, Fred Defazio of Creative

Sales, Policemen’s Benevolent Association Local No. 90 and Jeff Brandes
of Protuff, LLC.
The Brick Oven of Westfield will
provide food to purchase during the
event. Abrakadoodle will supply a
variety of fun activities for children.
Just Babies Daycare will offer a baby
comfort station for infants and nursing
mothers.
For more details, or to obtain a
registration form, please call the
Westfield Recreation Department at
(908) 789-4080 or the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce at (908) 2333021. To download a “Family Night”
program registration form, please visit
www.westfieldnj.gov/recreation.

Synagogues to Sponsor
Nursing Workshop
AREA – The Congregational Nursing Program of Temple Sha’arey Shalom, Temple Beth Am and Congregation Israel in Springfield will offer a
program and workshop on Sunday,
January 7, that will teach participants
how to get congregational nursing programs started within their own communities.
The agenda, entitled “Traditions of
Nurses and Spiritual Care Models of
Faith Community Nursing,” will take
place from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
Temple Beth Ahm, located at 60
Temple Drive in Springfield. The fee
is $45, which includes a dairy lunch
and a copy of the American Nursing
Association publication “Standards
of Care: Faith Community Nursing.”
Anyone interested in attending this
workshop or obtaining more information is asked to contact Jackie
Hertzlinger
by
e-mail
at
JackieHerz@aol.com or (973) 3760539, extension no. 27.
Faith Community Nurses (formerly
known as Parish Nurses) work within
religious organizations to promote
wholeness and prevent illness by
teaching and empowering healthy
lifestyle choices. Congregation Israel, Temple Beth Ahm and Temple
Sha’arey Shalom, under the leadership of Ms. Hertzlinger, co-sponsor
the Springfield Congregational Nursing program.

James Feddeck

Zion Lutheran Church
To Dedicate Organ
AREA – The Zion Lutheran
Church, located at 559 Raritan Road
in Clark, will dedicate its new
Johannus Rembrandt 4 manual AGO
Console Organ this Sunday, December 31. A Service of Praise will be
held at 8 a.m. and again at 10:30 a.m.
Each service will feature a different
mini-concert. All are welcome to attend either or both services. James
Feddeck will be the guest organist.The
Lutheran Women In Mission will provide a free breakfast between services.
Having studied piano, oboe and
organ, Mr. Feddeck holds bachelor
and master’s degrees from the Oberlin
Conservatory of Music in oboe and
organ performance as well as conducting. He has received several honors, most recently the Grand Prize at
the 2006 Vakhtang Jordania International Conducting Competition, and
is a student at the University of Michigan. For more information about the
organ dedication, please call Walt
Miklas at (908) 754-4086.
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– Obituaries –
Lorraine Douglas, 83, Former Marine;
Girl Scout Leader, Church Member
Lorraine Scott Douglas of Spring,
Tex., a loving wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, died
on Monday, December 11, at the age
of 83.
Born and raised in Michigan,
Lorraine attended Michigan State
University before joining the United
States Marine Corps in 1944. She
served in the Marines until the end of
World War II.
Lorraine moved to Westfield after
the war, where she married William
Douglas. In 1953, she and her family
moved to Fanwood, where she was a
Girl Scout Leader and a long-time
member of the First United Methodist Church of Westfield. She also

worked for a number of years at Sears.
Lorraine and her husband moved
to Spring, Tex. in 1978, where she
was an active member of the Spring
Woods United Methodist Church. In
addition, she served as president of
the Lexington Woods North
Homeowners Association.
She is survived by her husband of
55 years, William; three children,
Nancy Munnings, Carol Douglas and
Scott Douglas and his wife, Trina;
seven grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.
Memorial services will be held in
Westfield in April. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made to a charity of one’s choice.
December 28, 2006

Ellen Troeller, 50, Broker/Realtor;
Enjoyed Helping Other People
Ellen Mary Troeller, 50, a lifelong of San Diego, Calif.; her brothers
resident of Westfield, passed on Fri- and sisters, Barry, Christopher,
day, December 22, at Overlook Hos- Terrence, Lauralynn and Donna, and
pital in Summit.
her nieces and nephews, Christian,
Ellen Troeller was a broRussell, Sara, John, James
ker/realtor for ReMax
and Samantha.
Properties Unlimited in
In lieu of flowers, donaWestfield for many years.
tions may be made in her
She was on the board of
name to the American Lung
directors of the Greater
Association.
Union County Association
Visitation will take place
of Realtors from 2001 until
today, Thursday, Decemresigning in August of 2005.
ber 28, from 2 to 4 and 7 to
She was secretary in 2004
9 p.m. at the Higgins and
and president-elect in 2005.
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Ellen Troeller
She enjoyed helping
Home, 582 Springfield
friends and family, fitness and travel, Avenue in Westfield. The Funeral
and was involved with the Children’s Mass will be held at 10 a.m. tomorMiracle Network and the Westfield row, Friday, December 29, at St.
Area YMCA.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
Ellen Troeller is survived by her 1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.
December 28, 2006
parents, Edwin and Gloria Troeller

William T. Brown, 84, Navy Veteran;
CPA Was Active at Holy Trinity
William T. Brown, 84, of Ringoes
died on Wednesday, September 6, at
the Hunterdon Care Center in
Flemington.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he moved
to Westfield in 1957 and to Ringoes
in 1999.
Mr. Brown was a Certified Public
Accountant with Price Waterhouse,
Inc. in New York City for 35 years
before retiring in 1982.
A United States Navy veteran of
World War II, he served as a lieutenant in the South Pacific.
He graduated from New York University with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Accounting.
Mr. Brown was a long-time member of the Holy Name Society at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.
His wife, Helen Brown, predeceased him in 1997.
Surviving are two sons, Ken of
Portland, Ore. and Roger of Ringoes;
a daughter, Kathy, of Alexandria, Va.,
and a granddaughter.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held
on Monday, September 11, at the Holy
Trinity Church. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-

enue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Michael J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s Disease Research, Grand
Central Station, P.O. Box 4777, New
York, N.Y. 10163.
December 28, 2006

Madeline Szczepanski

Robert “Bob” Waugh, 85, of Scotch
Plains, husband of Dorothy Waugh,
died on Thursday, December 21, 2006,
in Westfield.
Private cremation was held under
the direction of the McCriskin Home
For Funerals of South Plainfield. A
memorial service will be held at a
later date.

Madeline B. Szczepanski, 92, of
Fanwood died on Monday, December
25, at Haven Hospice at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Born in Worcester, Mass., she had
lived in Irvington before moving to
Fanwood 47 years ago.
Mrs. Szczepanski had been a volunteer with Muhlenberg Hospital in
Plainfield in the 1960s.
She and her husband, John W.
Szczepanski, were married on June
10, 1934. He predeceased her in 1993.
Surviving are two sons, Stanley J.
Szczepanski of Lopatcong and
Raymond W. Szczepanski of
Fanwood; a daughter, Gloria M. Redden of Westfield; a sister, Doris Mileti
of Texas; seven grandchildren; 17
great-grandchildren and two greatgreat-grandchildren.
Funeral services will be held at
noon tomorrow, Friday, December
29, at the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood. Interment will follow at Hollywood Memorial Park in Union. Visitation will
be from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today,
Thursday, December 28, at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Haven Hospice at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center, Park Avenue and Randolph Road,
Plainfield, N.J. 07061.
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Robert Waugh, 85

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

7th Congressional District News

President Bush Signed the
Caregiver Bill at White House
Representative Mike Ferguson

WASHINGTON – President
George W. Bush on Thursday signed
the bill into law written by Rep. Mike
Ferguson, (R-7th, Union County) to
help family caregivers who provide
daily care to loved ones with disabilities or chronic conditions. Congress
approved the bill two weeks ago.
Rep. Ferguson’s “Lifespan Respite
Care Act,” which won unanimous
House and Senate approval earlier
this month, authorizes $289 million
during the next five years for states to
train volunteers and provide respite
services to an estimated 50 million
families, including 900,000 New Jersey residents, caring at home for adults
and children with special needs.
President Bush signed the bill into
law during an Oval Office ceremony
attended by Mr. Ferguson; Eric Joice,
executive director of the Epilepsy
Foundation of New Jersey and the
head of the New Jersey Lifespan Respite Coalition, and Jill Kagen, executive director of the National Respite
Coalition, which represents more than
70 national advocacy groups for the
chronically ill, disabled and the aging.
Respite care gives primary
caregivers the ability to find temporary relief from caregiving – time to
prepare meals, run errands or simply
to take a break.
Rep. Ferguson praised Mr. Joice
and Ms. Kagen for their long-time
support of his legislation.
“Without the strong backing of Eric,
Jill and countless patient advocacy
groups, this legislation would just be
another good idea – but because of
them, this legislation is now law of
the land,” Mr. Ferguson said after the
White House ceremony. “This important law not only recognizes the
selfless sacrifices made by millions
of family caregivers, but also sends
them an important message – help is
on the way.”
The law will help coordinate various respite care programs, and states
can apply to the federal Department of
Health and Human Services for grants
to establish respite care programs that
will directly benefit family caregivers.
The law authorizes federal funding,
and Congress must approve annual
appropriations for the program.
Rep. Ferguson said he gained firsthand experience with respite care
when his father, Tom, cared for his
mother, Roberta, during her six-year
battle with multiple myeloma.
Roberta Ferguson died in 2003.
Rep. Ferguson said he and his siblings and other relatives were able to
give his father a respite from caregiving but that other families do not
enjoy a similar family support structure to enable the primary family

Charles Stein, 92
Charles W.C. Stein, 92, died on
Saturday, December 23, at Fellowship Village in Basking Ridge.
Born in Philadelphia, Pa., he had
lived in Westfield for 60 years before
moving to Basking Ridge four years
ago.
Mr. Stein had been employed as a
research chemist with GAF Corporation in Linden for many years, retiring several years ago.
He also was the organist at the All
Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch
Plains for many years.
He was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, obtaining a
Doctoral degree in Chemistry.
Surviving is his wife, Elizabeth
Stein.
Graveside services will be held at
11:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, December 29, at Lawnview Cemetery in
Abbington, Pa.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
A memorial service is being
planned.
Memorial donations may be made
to the All Saints’ Episcopal Church,
559 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.
December 28, 2006

caregiver to take a break.
Mr. Joice’s coalition represents a
statewide group of New Jersey advocacy organizations that provide respite service for the disabled, chronically ill and the aging. Nearly 100
national, state and local advocacy
groups endorsed Rep. Ferguson’s bill
as it moved through Congress, including the AARP, Alzheimer’s Association, Epilepsy Foundation, National Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Paralyzed Veterans of America, The
Arc of the United States and United
Cerebral Palsy.
“For years, family advocacy groups
across the country have been pushing
for this important law to deliver relief
to millions of family caregivers,” Mr.
Joice said. “Congressman Ferguson’s
steadfast efforts and persistence is a
huge win for family caregivers, and
his own personal family experience
helped him push this bill over the
finish line, and we cannot thank him
enough for making this a reality.”
Rep. Ferguson said the law may
save taxpayers money because studies have shown that respite care can
delay or in some cases avoid more
expensive long-term care solutions
such as those provided by nursing
homes.
Karen Pinter of Hillsborough said
she uses a portion of respite care
funding to help pay for a tutor for her
autistic 10-year-old daughter, Jessica.
“For family caregivers, taking care
of our loved ones is truly rewarding,
but also challenging,” Mrs. Pinter said.
“But what we really need is just a
break, so we can recharge our batteries, take care of ourselves and ultimately be better caregivers to our
loved ones. Congressman Ferguson
understands that, and that’s why he
fought so hard for this and won.”
The law received bipartisan support in Congress, with Rep. Jim
Langevin (D-R.I.) supporting the
House version and Sen. Hillary
Clinton (D-N.Y.), the chief sponsor
in the U.S. Senate.
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Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal. You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. J.R.
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County Art Exhibit
‘Celebrates Excellence’
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
sponsor an exhibit of paintings, drawings, photographs and mixed media
artwork from the Merck 2006 Union
County Juried Art Show at the Union
County Administration Building,
Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway Avenue, in Elizabeth through Friday,
January 12. Many local artists, including several from Westfield, have
work featured at the show.
The Freeholders Gallery is located
on the sixth floor of the administration building, and the art exhibit is
open to the public from 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays.
The exhibit, entitled “Celebrating
Excellence,” presents 20 selected
works from artists living or working
in Union County who participated
recently in the eighth annual juried
show at the Arts Guild of Rahway.
The juried show is a partnership
project of the Arts Guild of Rahway,
a non-profit, multidisciplinary center
for the arts, and the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
Artists whose work is on display in
the Freeholders Gallery include Jane
Thompson George of Summit, Joe
Lugara of Union, Alex Mambach of
Cranford, Janice Metzger of

Westfield, Michael Metzger of
Westfield, Gina Minichino of
Westfield, Lester Murphy of Rahway,
Stephanie Natiello of Elizabeth,
Martha Ross of Westfield, Marcel
Truppa of Rahway and Eileen
Willoughby of Westfield.
The photographers whose work is
on display include Ruth Brown of
Edison, Martin Deutsch of Springfield, Andrea Ewald of Westfield,
Sheilia Lenga of Union, Coleen Marks
of Kendall Park, Nancy Ori of Berkeley Heights, Shari Seltzer of Westfield,
Fausto Sevilla of Elizabeth and Sue
Zwick of Summit.
The jurors for this year’s exhibit
were Ben Goldman, executive director of City Without Walls Gallery in
Newark; Roger Tucker, artist/photographer and art educator, from West
Orange, and Beth Venn, senior curator of Modern and Contemporary Art
at the Newark Museum.
The Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs coordinates the Freeholders Gallery. For
further information about this exhibit and other programs and services related to the arts and Union
County history, contact the office at
633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth N.J.
07202; call (908) 558-2550 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Diverse WF Singer Began
With Choral Art Society
WESTFIELD – Mark Bleeke,
tenor, grew up in Westfield, where
music formed a part of his everyday
life and where he began singing in
church choirs under the direction of
his mother, Evelyn.
Later, he sang with The Choral Art
Society for years under her direction.
In fact, some of Mr. Bleeke’s first
opportunities as a soloist were with
The Choral Art Society, under the
direction of his mother.
Now, he sings a diverse repertoire
from Early Music to Baroque, Classical, Pop and Contemporary around
the United States and in Europe, and
enjoys improvising on the piano, composing and arranging music.
In opera, he is renowned for his
interpretation of Mozart roles such as
Tamino in The Magic Flute, Don
Ottavio in Don Giovanni and Ferrando
in Cosi Fan Tutte. In Oratorio, he is a

sought-after Evangelist in the Bach
Passions and sings with many of the
great symphony orchestras such as
the San Francisco Symphony,
(Michael Tilson Thomas); the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, (Zubin
Mehta),
the
New
York
Philharmonic,(Kurt Masur), and The
Ravenna Festival,(Riccardo Mutti).
This season, Mr. Bleeke will sing
the arias from Bach’s St. Matthew
Passion, with Orchester Wiener
Akadamie, on a tour to Mexico City,
Los Angeles, Savannah, New York,
Budapest, Vienna, Lyon, Madrid,
Baden-Baden and Munich.
In contemporary music, he has
worked closely with many composers including John Harbison, Gian
Carlo Menotti, John Corigliano, Paul
Winter and Dave Brubeck. He last
performed with the Choral Art Society in Handel’s Jeptha in 1996.

Madrigal Singers Offer
Jan. 7 Christmas Concert
WESTFIELD – The Madrigal
Singers, directed by Elaine Fiorino,
will offer a “second chance at
Christmas” in a concert to be presented at the First United Methodist
Church, One East Broad Street in
Westfield, at 4 p.m. on Sunday, January 7, the first Sunday of Epiphany,
which honors the coming of the
three wise men.
Guest flutists Jenny Cline and Susan Graham will join the singers on
some of the choral pieces and perform Four Duets on Christmas Carols by New Jersey composer John
Sichel, who sings bass with the group.
Judy Sullivan will introduce the musical offerings with readings from the
Bible and Shakespeare
The program, “Sing We Nowell,”
celebrates the spirit and meaning of
Christmas through seven centuries of
choral music, from Gregorian chant
and Renaissance polyphonic masterpieces to modern arrangements of
traditional carols and texts.
A Gregorian chant on “Puer Natus”

will open the concert and introduce a
15th-century setting of the joyful call,
“Nowell: Owt of your slepe your slepe
aryse and wake.”
Founded in 1948, the Madrigal
Singers are dedicated to exploring
the a cappella traditions that grew
out of the musical flowering of the
European Renaissance.
Area residents participating in this
concert include Judy Sullivan of
Scotch Plains; Jenny Cline and
Pamela Newell of Westfield; Kirk
Robbins of Fanwood; John Sichel,
Lynn Sichel and Margaret Thompson
of Mountainside.
Admission is by donation at the
door. For further information, please
call (908) 233-1570.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net
goleader.com

UMDNJ Offers Dental Care
Free For Children in Feb.
AREA – Parents are encouraged to
register their children now for free
preventive dental services that will be
offered during the annual one-day
“Give Kids a Smile” initiative at the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey that will take place on
Friday, February 2.
UMDNJ has five sites offering the
dental services. The Scotch Plains
location is UMDNJ-School of Health
Related Professions, 1776 Raritan
Road. To register, call (908) 8892460 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The other four sites are: UMDNJNew Jersey Dental School, 110
Bergen Street in Newark, (973) 9724710; University Dental Center at
Galloway, 4 East Jimmy Leeds Road,
Suite 6, Galloway Township, (609)
652-0501; University John H. Cronin
Dental Center at Northfield, 235 Dolphin Avenue, Northfield, (609) 6455814, and University Dental Center
at Somerdale Square, 13 Somerdale
Square, Somerdale, (856) 566-6969.
Give Kids a Smile, also referred to
as the National Children’s Access Day,
was designed to educate children on
the lifelong benefits of proper oral
hygiene and health care.
“The American Dental Association
recommends that children see a dentist no later than their first birthday,
yet only three out of five children
have seen a dentist before kindergarten,” said Dr. Cecile Feldman, dean
of the UMDNJ-New Jersey Dental
School.
“By then, statistics from a Healthy
People 2000 oral health update indicate more than 50 percent of children
between six and eight have tooth decay. As part of our effort to educate
the public about the signs and symp-

toms of oral disease and increase the
number of people receiving early intervention treatments, we are pleased
to offer this essential initiative at New
Jersey Dental School.”
Dentists, dental hygienists, dental
assistants and dental students at the
school will provide children who are
ages 12 and under with dental examinations, teeth cleanings, extractions,
and x-rays. Dental hygienists will
teach children proper techniques for
brushing and flossing their teeth.
Under the direction and coordination of the New Jersey Dental Association, many dental health professionals
have volunteered their services to treat
more than 7,500 children statewide.
Last year, at the UMDNJ-New Jersey
Dental School, more than 800 medically disadvantaged children were
treated during the one-day Give Kids
a Smile initiative.
“We’re really proud of our program here in New Jersey,” said Dr.
Cavan Brunsden, a pediatric dentist
and the program’s statewide chairman. “We started in 2003 with only
six sites and 300 children, and in
2007 we’ll see more than 3,500 children at more than 80 sites across the
state. Our volunteers put their hearts
and souls into seeing that these children get the dental care they need but
can’t otherwise afford or access.”
Funding for the Give Kids a Smile
initiative at UMDNJ is provided by a
grant from the American Dental Association, Harris Fund. For more information about registration, call
Debra Goldsmith, director of the Give
Kids a Smile initiative at the UMDNJNew Jersey Dental School, at (973)
972-4710 or reach her by e-mail at
goldsmdh@umdnj.edu.
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Horace R. Corbin, Kim Choma, Fred Rossi, Michael J. Pollack and Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AND THEY’RE OFF (August 3)…Runners race down East Broad Street at the start of the fifth annual Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) 5K & Pizza Extravaganza; NATURE THRIVES (October 26)...A Mountainside resident spots two coyotes
in the backyard of her Coles Avenue property. Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti warned of coyote sightings in the borough. Mountainside resident Patrick Thomas, the curator of mammals at the Bronx Zoo, is gathering information to help residents
protect themselves, their families and their pets; TEEING OFF (October19)…Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks tees off Saturday during the grand opening of the newly opened miniature golf range at the Scotch Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains; MAP
QUEST (September 14)...Nearly 10 years after finding the original brochure used by The Wychwood Corporation to sell Wychwood properties, former Westfield resident George Pakenham, collaborated with a map artist and had it restored; BREAKING
GROUND (October 19)…Fanwood officials break ground for Station Mews of Fanwood. The three-story, mixed-use redevelopment project at 234 South Avenue will include retail stores on the ground floor, with condominium units on the second and third
floors. Breaking ground, from left to right, are: owner Helen Ling, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, architect Rocco Campanella, of Architecture Plus P.C. in Raritan and Planning Board Chairman Greg Cummings.

The Year in Review 2006: Part 2 - July to December
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

an investigation of actions of its employees, including Union County
Freeholder Angel Estrada in his role
as manager of the Elizabeth Motor
Vehicle Agency in assisting Ms.
Farber and Mr. Goore. The MVC
report was turned over to the State
Ethics Commission for review.
Union County assistant prosecutors appeared at a freeholders’ meeting to seek a better contract.
SEPTEMBER
Westfield
The traffic light at the intersection
of Central Avenue, East Broad Street
and Mountain Avenue became operational.
Eight residents of two apartment
buildings were evacuated for three
hours on September 3 following a gas
explosion in the basement of Ferraro’s
Restaurant at 14 Elm Street. The
restaurant’s opening was delayed until town health and construction offi-

to 1970, when he was appointed as
the borough’s insurance representative. He was active with the
Mountainside Rotary Club.
The BOE approved 2006-2007
“School Level Objectives” to raise
students’ scores on state exams in
various subject areas.
Regional
County officials would not comment at a freeholders’ meeting on
whether the purchase of safety-monitoring devices for Paratransit vehicles
came in response to a lawsuit filed by
the family of Plainfield man who died
after falling off a Patratransit vehicle.
According to a lawsuit filed by
Patricia McCloud, the sister of Adrian
Riordan, Mr. Riordan fell off a
Paratransit bus on June 4, 2004 on
Myrtle Street in Roselle and died two
days later. The suit, filed June 5 in
State Superior Court in Elizabeth,
names the county and the Paratransit
system within the Department of

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE MARCH (October 26)…Front row, left to right, Officer Vincent Piano,
Detective Lisa Perrotta, Officer Tom Ostrander, Sergeant Scott Rodger, Police
Benevolent Association President Leo Lugo and Patrolman Kevin O’Keefe march
down North Avenue in Westfield to voice concerns about contract negotiations.

cials approved the repairs and permitted the establishment to open for
business.
The BOE voted in favor of a $9.4million bond referendum to create an
early childhood center and central
kindergarten school at Lincoln
School, additions to the cafeteria and
library at Roosevelt Intermediate
School and new windows at Edison
Intermediate School.
The town hired resident Jamie Lynn
Drohan, a full-time producer on
Union’s TV-34 and a CN8
“Newsmakers” host, as TV-36 director of operations.
Scotch Plains
Four township police officers who
filed a reverse-discrimination lawsuit
against the township police department, a former African American police chief and the chief’s white predecessor, reached a settlement under
which they would each receive a
$25,000 payment, while their attorney
would receive $210,000 in legal fees.
Governor Corzine nominated New
Jersey Associate Supreme Court Justice James Zazzali of Rumson to serve
as the court’s Chief Justice. Mr.
Zazzali, a Democrat, is a former state
attorney general and replaced Chief
Justice Deborah Poritz, a Republican, upon her retirement in October.
He is the first cousin of Ed Zazzali,
chairman of the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission.
Garwood
The BOE approved a measure regarding school lunch purchases.
Board member Gary Maher said some
personal checks students have paid
with have bounced, causing the district to lose money. The new regulation adopted a “one strike and you’re
out” policy – if a check bounces, that
student would then have to pay in
cash from that point on and cover
both the bad check and bank fees.
Mountainside
Long-time resident Bruce
Dickerson died on September 12. His
dedication to the borough dates back

David Samsky for The Leader and The Times

HARLEY’S ANGEL (September
21)...Thousands joined in New Jersey
Rolling Thunder’s “Ride for Freedom
XI” from Warinanco Park in Roselle
to the New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’
Memorial in Holmdel.

Human Services as defendants.
OCTOBER
Westfield
The town council reached a consensus to ask for a repeal of sales
taxes affecting parking fees. As of
October 1, state sales-tax hikes impacted multiple town fees that had
not been taxed previously, including
commuter and employee parking permits, pay station collection and pool
memberships.
A hearing officer postponed a WPD
public disciplinary hearing for suspended police officer Gregory Kasko
from October 4 until October 20.
Anthony Pope, Mr. Kasko’s new attorney, said he not had sufficient time
to review tapes of the Global Positioning System (GPS) in Mr. Kasko’s
police car in order to cross-examine
witnesses for the department.
The recreation commission approved
a Memorial Park master plan, including four tennis courts and additional
softball fields, for council review.
Authorities investigated an October 16 assault in which a custodian
was robbed on Washington Elementary School grounds.
The Downtown Westfield Corporation discussed improvements and
rewarded an exterior-restoration grant
to 101 East Broad Street, the home of
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe.
BOE officials reported 20 incidents
of violence, vandalism and substance
abuse involving 30 students districtwide during the 2005-2006 academic
year. The report cited five fights, a
theft, graffiti and flooding at Wilson
School, and it noted two students
carrying pocketknives to school and
seven alcohol- or drug-related incidents – one involving 11 students.
Scotch Plains
BOE Director of Special Services
Thomas Beese reported positive results showing a decrease in violence
and vandalism for the district for the
2005-2006 school year. There were
29 incidences of violence and eight
of vandalism, including four incidences of weapons and seven of substance abuse. There were a total of 67
suspensions and 28 victims, four of
whom were school personnel who
intervened in altercations.
The planning/zoning board approved construction of a new locker

room, office and storage facility at Boy Scouts and the Westfield Veterans of Foreign Wars dedicated
the Highland Swim Club.
Mayor Martin Marks said he hoped Westfield’s new World War II Memoplans for expanded baseball fields at rial Plaza. Tom Hogaboom organized
Brookside Park would be ready for the memorial’s creation for his Eagle
Scout Project.
discussion early in 2007.
The Town of Westfield and
The recreation commission celebrated the grand opening of the Westfield Firemen’s Mutual BenevoScotch Hills Country Club Mini Golf lent Association (FMBA) No. 30
Course, which it expects to generate reached an agreement on a five-year
contract. The previous contract exin excess of $100,000 a year.
A month after approving a bond pired on December 31, 2003. The
ordinance to finance the purchase of agreement was the town’s first reached
the upper half of Cooper Road island, through binding arbitration.
Contract talks between Westfield
the township council introduced a zoning ordinance to change the designa- PBA Local 90 and the Town of
tion of that half of the property to a Westfield were put on hold pending a
“conservation zone” to make the whole December negotiating session, which
resulted in a tentative settlement. The
island off-limits to development.
previous PBA contract expired DeFanwood
Rosemary Dunlap admitted in open cember 31, 2005. PBA members atcourt that she stabbed her ex-hus- tended council meetings and marched
band, Fanwood Memorial Library Di- downtown in their efforts to reach a
rector Dan Weiss, in the neck on new pact.
Scotch Plains resident William
August 1, 2005. Ms. Dunlap, a local
realtor, faces four years in state prison McMeekan, Jr. filed a lawsuit against
when sentenced before State Supe- Westfield’s former fire chief John
rior Court Judge William Castellano and current Town AdminWerthheimer at the Union County istrator Jim Gildea, alleging his apCourthouse on January 12 on the plication to become a volunteer
charge of aggravated assault. Ms. firefighter was delayed beyond the
Dunlap could have faced 30 years in point at which he could become a
jail on that charge as well as charges paid firefighter due to age. He had
of attempted murder and unlawful dropped a civil rights complaint
possession of a weapon – an eight- against the town in September.
The town council’s Code Review
inch steak knife.
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor- and Town Property Committee held a
ough council approved a 25-cent in- meeting concerning a proposed 140crease in the $3 train station daily foot cell tower, ultimately deciding it
parking-permit fee in response to the was “not the right time or location” to
pursue it. Verizon’s proposed tower
state’s new sales-tax measures.
The planning board received a re- would have been located at Firehouse
vised application from Robert Kraus Two on Central Avenue.
Plans were unveiled for the first
of Fanwood Plaza Partners to put a
branch of the Town Bank and a remodeling at the Westfield MemoGoddard Daycare Center at 314 South rial Library in the two-decade history
Avenue. The revised plan moved the of the East Broad Street building.
The BOE approved the extension
building farther up to accommodate a
of interim WHS Principal Dennis
fire lane in the rear of the building.
Fyffe’s contract for the 2007-2008
Garwood
The borough council discussed a academic year. Mr. Fyffe will earn
plan by James Ward, the developer of $675 per day.
Scotch Plains
the former St. Anne’s School propJohn’s Meat Market on Park Averty, to relocate Hillcrest Academy
South in Westfield to the site. A pub- enue in Scotch Plains was chosen by
lic meeting was scheduled for Octo- the Rothman Institute at Fairleigh
ber 27, but Mr. Ward later cancelled Dickinson University as the New Jersey Family Business of the Year. John
it.
Losavio began the
Mountainside
business in 1939.
The borough
The township
council discussed
council said it
a plan to encourwould likely take
age borough emaction in January to
ployees to waive
restrict school-day
health benefits.
parking
to
Mayor Robert
homeowners on
Viglianti recomstreets surrounding
mended offering
SPFHS in the wake
employees 50 perof increasing comcent of what their
plaints from resihealth benefits
dents about excesplan would cost,
instead of the
Horace Corbin for The Leader and The Times sive student park$2,500 the plan TEAMWORK…(July 20) Scotch ing in those areas.
Fanwood
had called for, for Plains Library Director Meg Kolaya
The borough
a greater financial and Fanwood Library Director Dan
Weiss examine microfiche. The parties
incentive.
agreed on a trial program to digitize council delayed
Police Chief the newspapers of the 1960s for publi- the implementation of a previously
James Debbie an- cation on the Internet.
approved ordinounced
the
takedown of an “enormous” credit- nance that would require new and
card skimming operation that he said existing businesses to be locally linetted nearly $400,000 from unsus- censed.
The Borough of Fanwood and the
pecting victims.
PBA Local 123 held a second contract
Regional
The Union County freeholders un- mediation at the end of November. The
veiled the $5.9-million, 24,700- 21 members of the police department
square-foot expanded Trailside Na- had been working under the previous
ture and Science Center in contract, which expired on January 1.
The Fanwood Recreation CommisMountainside.
The freeholders approved a plan sion hired Mary Pembridge as assisfor the county to assume collection of tant recreation director and Jamie
deer carcasses from local roads, at a Tannenbaum as secretary.
Mountainside
cost of $10,000 per year, after the
The BOE discussed a new firststate said it would no longer provide
grade learning model. Beechwood
the service.
The freeholders adopted an ordi- Elementary School teacher Annie
nance prohibiting “registered sex of- Corley presented “The Basic School”
fenders from loitering within 300 feet model to the board, which stresses
of any county-owned playgrounds.” cross-curriculum learning.
The borough received a check from
The board passed a resolution to adopt
a “registered sexual offender map” in the Union County freeholders for
$102,500 from the county’s Kids RecDecember.
reation Trust Fund. Mayor Viglianti
NOVEMBER
said the money would be used to fund
Westfield
John Stasi was hired by the district lighting at the Pony League field at
as director of human resources at an Deerfield School, resurfacing of tennis courts and the fitness trail near
annual salary of $100,000.
On Veterans Day, November 11, Borough Hall and the purchase of

youth baseball equipment. The money
Scotch Plains
will also go towards padding the
Fire department officials presented
Beechwood School gymnasium walls. proposals to the council for renovaRegional
tions to the department’s two
The county freeholders doled out firehouses, neither of which have had
$2 million in grants to 20 of the meaningful upgrades in decades.
county’s 21 municipalities, as part of
The directors of the Scotch Plains
the Kids Recreation Trust Fund, and Fanwood libraries said they plan
funded through the county’s Open to apply for a grant to finance a feasiSpace, Recreation and Historic Pres- bility study of merging the two serervation Trust Fund.
vices.
The county unveiled its revamped
Township public works director
website with a “how to vote” section. Charles Cerami was indicted in
Incumbent Robert Menendez (D) Hunterdon County on December 12 for
defeated Westfield resident Tom allegedly keeping at least $200 from
Kean, Jr. (R) in the
scrap metal sales
race for the United
during his tenure as
States Senate,
public works direcwhile incumbent
tor in Clinton TownMike Ferguson (R)
ship. He faces a
defeated Linda
maximum fine of
Stender (D) of
$150,000, five to 10
Fanwood to hold
years in jail or both.
onto his House
Garwood
seat, despite his
Developer
party’s loss of both
James Ward broke
houses of Conoff negotiations to
gress to the Demolease the former St.
crats.
Anne’s School on
Incumbent
Mike Pollack for The Leader and The Times Second Avenue to
Democratic Free- DIFFICULT NIGHT...State Senator the UCESC for the
holders
Al Tom Kean, Jr. (R) of Westfield and his new home of the
M i r a b e l l a , wife Rhonda prepare to address sup- Hillcrest Academy
Deborah Scanlon porters following his U.S. Senate loss to North.
and
Chester current U.S. Senator Bob Menendez.
Mountainside
Holmes defeated Republican challengMayor Viglianti announced the hirers Diane Barabas, Patricia Quattrocchi ing of new chief financial officer
and Glenn Mortimer and independent (CFO) Jill Goode. Her one-year
Melvin Cody.
$43,000 contract begins January 1.
The Union County Republican
Regional
Committee (UCRC) sent a formal comThe Rahway Valley Sewerage Auplaint to the Federal Election Com- thority told local mayors that municimission (FEC) and the New Jersey pal assessments would double by
Election Law Enforcement Commis- 2010.
sion (ELEC), stating that the Union
The county freeholders said the
County Alliance’s Union County Di- legislation for a proposed county adrections publication, mailed just prior ministrative school district, whereby
to Election Day, “[failed] to comply all superintendents in the county
with FEC and ELEC regulations, in- would be abolished, would preclude
cluding the failure to file as a continu- Union County from participating being political committee under New cause it has more than one Abbott
Jersey election law.”
district. Westfield Superintendent of
New Jersey’s three alternative po- Schools William Foley said the Garlitical parties – the Green Party, Con- den State Coalition of Schools had
servative Party and Libertarian Party – informed him that Union County
filed a lawsuit against the State, the would be the pilot county. The legisState Division of Elections and the lation was stalled in Trenton, but is to
Attorney General regarding state elec- be addressed again on January 8.
tion laws, which they say discriminate
County officials said a draft of the
against independent-party candidates. Union County Bicycle Master Plan
DECEMBER
should be completed by March.
Westfield
Hearings began on the state’s plan
The state approved the $9.4-million to change the way school aid is calcubond referendum for January 23, 2007. lated. The Department of Education’s
The owner of the Wychwood South report, “The Cost of Education,” drew
Gatehouse property on Canterbury Lane opposition at a hearing held at Kean
proposed a subdivision and develop- University.
ment on the property. The application,
County department heads received
originally scheduled for January 4, was raises from the freeholders ranging
postponed after it was determined that from 2.75 to 4.88 percent retroactive
more variances were needed. The ap- to January 1. The county sheriff, clerk
plicant also had to re-notify residents and surrogate received 3.75 percent
by mail of the changed application.
raises effective January 2007.
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VENEZIA SINKS 23 POINTS, BONARD HAS 6 ASSISTS

Blue Devil Hoopmen Muzzle
MX Shabazz Bulldogs, 52-41
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Success in boxing out the much
taller Malcolm X. Shabazz High
School boys basketball team and a
23-point scoring performance from
Mike Venezia, with the fine setups of
point guard Tom Bonard, led to a 5241 Westfield Blue Devil victory in
Westfield on December 21.
Forwards Santo Nardi (5 rebounds),

Dan Pritsker and Tony Di Iorio, who
contributed four points, controlled
the defensive boards while Bonard (5
rebounds) and Venezia (8 rebounds)
hounded Bulldog sharpshooters
Da’Shon Barrino and Al ray
Blackmon. The strategy worked. Although Barrino and Blackmon netted
18 and 15 points, respectively, their
shooting percentage was much lower
than normal and the remainder of the

Bulldogs could only come up with
eight points.
“Last year, we noticed that they
were a three-point shooting team. We
knew every time they shoot, it was
going to be a long rebound. We practiced all week on defense and boxing
out. If we boxed them out, then we
could get everything moving. If we
are playing in their face, they won’t
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING THE HEART OUT OF A KARDINAL…Blue Devil John Barnes took the heart out of the Kearny Kardinals when
he claimed a 10-5 victory over Vin Ignomirello at 119-lbs.

BLUE DEVILS VICTORIOUS IN 7 OF 9 HEAD ON BOUTS

Blue Devils’ Good Mat Sense
Downs Kearny Kards, 45-33
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING THE BALL AROUND INSIDE…Blue Devil Santo Nardi, No. 50, moves the ball around and looks for an outside
shooter against the Shabazz Bulldogs.

BAKER, GANO, MINEO, OLSSON PICK UP VICTORIES

Hungry Panthers Make Prey
Of Raider Wrestlers, 44-16
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hungry Roselle Park High School
Panthers let it be known that, at this
point in the season, they are the No. 1
contenders to grab the Union County
Tournament wrestling title away from
the Brearley Bears, after feasting on
an unsuspecting Raider squad, 4416, in Scotch Plains on December 23.
At this point in the season, the 3-0
Panthers held a definite edge in mat
sense and conditioning, and won 10
of the 14 bouts, which included every
key match-up. The 3-1 Raiders received victories from veterans Keith
Baker, Sal Gano, Ricky Olsson and
Pat Mineo.
“We were looking at the lineup and
had a different idea of what was going
to happen. We juggled around some
of the heavier weights. They (Roselle
Park) were conditioned. Their style
of wrestling is to ride up high, hold an
arm until the official calls something.
I believe in coaching the kids to
wrestle, do a flurry of moves. When
someone slows you down, it’s real
difficult and that is where a lot of my

kids were getting frustrated,” explained Raider Head Coach John
Scholz. “They are a great team. They
always are. They don’t give up many
points. That’s what makes them who
they are. For that, I give them kudos.”
The ability to pick up extra team
points and to avoid ceding extra team
points went the way of the Panthers.
That edge immediately presented itself in the first bout (189-lbs) when
Panther Rich Benner managed to
claim an 8-0, majority decision – a
wrestler must defeat his opponent by
at least 8 points to gain a majority
decision – over Mike Zamzam to give
his team a 4-0 lead.
At 215-lbs, Baker feasted on Ryan
Angus, scoring two takedowns and a
nearfall before settling him with a
front arm hook and body press in 2:15
to give the Raiders their only lead of
the evening (6-4). Panther veteran
heavyweight Mike Lefano scored a
takedown and a reversal to win a key
4-1, decision over first-year varsity
starter Joe Blaes.
The third key Panther victory came
at 119-lbs when Anthony Zangari was

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR AN OPENING…Raider Ricky Olsson, top, looks for an opportunity to turn 135-lb Panther Tom Degnan who tries to keep close to the mat.
Olsson won the bout, 6-0.

trailing 6-4 late in the third period but
took advantage of a tiring Tristan
Bundy to score a takedown and a twopoint nearfall to earn an 8-6 victory.
The Raiders needed six team points
from Gano at 125-lbs but Panther Joe
Pisaro held off enough to yield only
four team points via 11-1 majority
decision. Then Russ Benner won the
fourth Panther key bout at 130-lbs
when he avoided being taken down
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Good use of mat sense guided the
Westfield High School wrestling team
to a 45-33 victory over Kearny in
Westfield on December 20. The 1-0
Blue Devils won seven of nine headto-head bouts and spotted the
Kardinals 24 team points by forfeit.
“I was really impressed with my
kids. I don’t think there was anything
else we could have done better at this
point in the season,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “They won
that match on their heart and their
conditioning.”
The Blue Devils’ big guns all came
through with impressive victories.
After the Kardinals received a forfeit
at 103-lbs and won via decision at
112-lbs to take a 9-0 team lead, Blue
Devil John Barnes used his quick
reactions to tally four takedowns and
two escapes to claim a 10-5 victory
over Vin Ignomirello at 119-lbs.
Barnes also threw several impressive
lateral drops that did end up outside
the circle.

“He took the heart right out of that
team. That kid could be their best
wrestler. He was second in the Kearny
Tournament. John mentally and physically beat that kid to a point where he
could not fight back,” expressed Kurz.
Joe Panarese followed at 125-lbs to
pin Chris Plaugic in 2:45 with a tight
waist and underhook maneuver. After
Pat Younger gave the Blue Devils a 159 team lead by receiving a forfeit at
130-lbs, Colin MacKay tore into Don
Plaugic to show him the lights in 1:21
using a tight waist and half nelson.

At 140-lbs, Matt Shaffer began with
a quick spin-behind takedown then
listened to his coach to clamp Jhon
(his spelling) Lopez in a nearside
cradle in 1:28.
“He was looking for the farside and
the guy kept turning in. He made the
adjustment and put the kid on his
back and pinned him,” Kurz explained.
Blue Devil Sam Reichbach scored
two takedowns before sensing that Mo
Khwan was a little hesitant in his sitCONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Westfield Baseball League
Registration ends 12/31/06
For Spring 2007 Season
Kindergarten thru 10th Grade

Please Register Online at:
www.westfieldbaseball.com

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Register by 12/31/06 for Spring 2007 Season to avoid late fee

Westfield/Kearny Wrestling
SPF/Roselle Park Wrestling
Westfield/Shabazz Basketball
SPF/St.Dom Basketball

For More Information E-mail the WBL at:
wbl@westfieldbaseball.com
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ZAZZALI SCORES 10, LAW GRABS 15

Devil’s Den

Raider Hoopsters Rout
St. Dominic Girls, 60-19

The More Things Change,
The More I Stay the Same

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The entire Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls’ basketball team
got into the act and demonstrated
their ability to fray the net by routing
St. Dominic of Jersey City, 60-19, in
Scotch Plains on December 22.
Senior guard Allie Zazzali led the
offense with 10 points, including two
3-pointers, and six assists. Sophomore
forward Jackie Law demonstrated
physical dominance in rebounds with
15, rolled in eight points and added
three assists in three quarters of play.
Senior guard Lauren Mains connected
for seven points, including a 3-pointer.
She also grabbed three rebounds and
had one assist. Junior forward Emily
Meehan had six rebounds, two blocks
and six points and junior guard Molly
Meehan fired in nine points, including
a 3-pointer.
Sophomore guard Saxony Nielson,
who Raider Coach Bruce Davis visualizes as a Mains-type of a player,
came off the bench to score eight
points, including one from downtown,

and grabbed four rebounds. Sophomore center Kaylan Jaichon pulled
down seven rebounds and scored three
points while sophomore Laura
Degman had six rebounds and scored
a basket. Sophomore guard Nicole
Mineo registered her first four points
as a varsity player and freshman guard
Kathryn DeCataldo contributed two
points. Brianna Caracter went oneof-two from the foul line. Avelia
Natalie and Stephanie Philips led the
St. Dominic Blue Devils with six
points each.
“We came out strong, pushed the
ball up the floor and when we did, we
got points out of it,” said Molly
Meehan. “We’ve been working on
rebounding and, in the game, rebounding was really the big key. Our strategy was to move the ball quickly
around the key. We made cuts and
screens and looked for the open shot.”
In the first quarter, the 3-1 Raiders’
choking defense and long range attack proved devastating as Mains and
Molly Meehan each hit from downtown, while Zazzali hit the target on

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was sometime in the mid-1970s
that I first got turned on (literally, and
figuratively) to the music of Scottish
folkie Al Stewart. Thirty years later,
his words and amazing guitar work
still have me hooked. Last year I actually got to see him play at a converted
movie house in Metuchen.
The first album of his that I heard
was Past, Present and Future. It was
during a night of, well, debauchery
that ended up at the house of Terry
Hurley, then the wrestling coach at
Gill St. Bernard’s, or Delbarton, who
remembers? The song that really
haunted me was “Nostradamus,” a 9minute, 46-second epic about the famous 16th century French scientist
and seer into the future.
The one line still gets me, “Oh, the
more things change, the more they
stay the same.”
Now I suppose that’s a truism. And
who am I, who has been fired six times
while working at almost every newspaper in New Jersey, to doubt Al
Stewart, who has put in over 40 years in

one job without ever getting fired once.
But it did get me to thinking. Things
are always changing. A recent drive up
to the old Hurley abode in Morristown
proved that. Almost nothing was the
same as it was back then, different
businesses, buildings torn down and
replaced by newer buildings.
And yet here am I, stuck in the ’50s,
or ’60s, maybe the ’70s, but definitely
an outcast in the ’00s. I still wear the
same style of clothes I wore when
attending WHS. I still eat and drink
the same junk food as back then. And
I still believe in the same values, or
lack thereof, that I believed in back
then. If the Beat Generation ever makes
a comeback, I’ll be right there with
Kerouac, hitch-hiking across America.
So, how much exactly has changed
in my world over the years? As we
head into 2007, let’s take a look:
Then: Athletes like Dave Morash,
Chris Campbell, Jim Kovacs, Dick
Stotler, Chuck Hood, Pete Braun,
Marty Howarth, Dwight Davies, Eddie
Thorne and hundreds of others made
it into college without a personal
coach, and without ever playing on a
travel team.
Now: I’m told — by personal
coaches and travel team coaches —
that it is no longer possible to get into
a good college without their services.
And forget making the next Olympic
team!
Then: Kids found a way to get to
practice — whether it was 5:30 a.m. at
the Y or for a Pony League practice at
Tamaques Park — without their parents’ assistance, and without starting
up an automobile.
Now: They don’t.
Then: If you saw chocolate candy
in an orange wrapper, it was two of
those yummy Reese’s peanut butter
cups.
Now: If you see some chocolate
candy in an orange wrapper, it’s one
of the half dozen or more Reese’s
products, all similar but none superior
to the original (although the upcoming peanut butter and banana crème

UC Viking Cagers Skin
Pioneer Boys, 67-66
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTROLLING THE BOARDS…Raiders Lauren Mains, No. 21, Jackie Law, No. 44 and Kaylan Jaichon, No. 32 had little
trouble with St. Dominic’s offense. The trio combined for 25 rebounds.

two baseline jumpers to lead their
team to a commanding, 16-4 lead.
The Blue Devils answered with more
offensive success, scoring some easy
buckets to win the second quarter, 9-8.
In the third quarter, the Raiders seized
control of the boards and spread the
margin to 43-16. Zazzali and Nielson
each scorched the net with 3-pointers
and Law netted six points.
The Raiders finished off the Blue
Devils in the fourth quarter, as the
post combination of Emily Meehan,
Nielson, Mineo and Degman combined for 16 of the 17 points.
“Our goal was to try to get every
player into the game because everyone wants the opportunity to play and
everyone did today,” said Emily
Meehan. “Defensively, we played a
tight two-three and it worked well
and stopped most of their points.
Despite the tough loss against
Shabazz, we looked at it as an opportunity to find out what we needed to
work on. Against Linden, we played
a lot stronger, won, 56-45, and it
showed up once again in the game
today.”
“The whole team was telling me
that maybe I could get on the board,
so that helped my confidence. It felt
pretty good,” said Mineo.
St. Dominic
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

4
16

9 3 3
8 19 17

19
60

Devil of the Week
Colin Mackay
Wrestling

Raider Boys Demolish
Canuck Cagers, 63-37
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team demolished host North Plainfield, 63-37, on
December 21. Greg Bayard led the 21 Raiders with 17 points and hit seven
in an 18-8 first quarter run. Brian
Dougher sank 11 points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
North Plainfield

18 14 18 13
8 7 4 18

63
37

Kevin Riehl rolled in a lay-up at the
buzzer to give the 4-0 Union Catholic
High School boys a 67-66, overtime
victory over host New Providence on
December 22. Junior forward Mike
Buczynski, who finished with 25
points, hit a 3-pointer to push the
game to overtime.
Kristian Cortizo netted 17 points
and Riehl finished with 13. Steve
Siracusa put in 20 points and had 12
rebounds for the 2-1 Pioneers and
Dan Bucher sank 18 points.
Union Cath.
New Prov.

6 15 20 13 13
13 13 14 14 12

67
66

Blue Devil Girls Edge
BrH2O Swimmers

The Bridgewater-Raritan High
School boys swimming team took
first in nine of the 11 events to top
Westfield, 91-79, in Bridgewater on
December 21.

The Westfield High School girls
swim team touched first and third in
the final event, the 400-meter relay,
to edge host Bridgewater-Raritan, 8684, on December 21. Julia Cederroth,
Liz Hawkins, DarrellAnn Smith and
Suzanne Lemberg touched first in the
event at 4:12.25, while Brittany Reyes,
Emily Budnick, Lauren McCurdy and
Meredith Smith took third with a time
of 4:14.9.

50 free: Mike Randall (B) 25.39
100 free: Frank Cuzzola (B) 55.98
200 free: Ernesto Daset (B) 2:06.08
500 free: Daset (B) 5:52.09
100 breast: Randall (B) 1:09.91
100 fly: Andrew Frank (B) 1:00.98
100 back: David Yao (B) 1:03.72
200 IM: Frank (B) 2:16.89
200 free relay: W (Chris DeLaFuente,
Phil Anton, Mike Oster, Matt Green)
1:46.53
400 free relay: W (Matt Morgan, Max
Blum, Luke Baron, Oster) 4:01.74
200 medley relay: B (Frank, Randall,
Josh Klitenick, Cuzzola) 1:53.05

50 free: Casey Stahl (B) 28.77
100 free: Stahl (B) 1:04.13
200 free: Erin Dahl (B) 2:16.59
500 free: Rachel Greway (B) 6:07.65
100 breast: Catherine McGuire (W)
1:20.69
100 fly: Hannah Gonzalez (B) 1:10.11
100 back: Lauren McCurdy (W) 1:11.51
200 IM: Liz Hawkins (W) 2:33.22
200 free relay: B (Dahl, Gonzalez, Alex
Enny, Stahl) 1:56.26
400 free relay: W (Cederroth, Hawkins,
DA Smith, Lemberg) 4:12.25
200 medley relay: W (McCurdy, Kate
Heffernan, Lemberg, Reyes) 2:11.59

BR Panther Boys Top
Blue Devil Swimmers

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2007 CURBSIDE COLLECTION SCHEDULE
BY GREAT NORTHERN RECYCLING

cups for the 30th anniversary of Elvis’
death could change my mind).
Then: The stands were packed for
all WHS athletic events, with students, families and alumni.
Now: Thank God for families and
alumni.
Then: I wore flannel shirts, T-shirts
or Madras shirts, with jeans or khakis,
and desert boots or sneakers (Chuck
Taylors).
Now: I wear flannel shirts, T-shirts
or Madras shirts, with jeans or khakis,
and desert boots or deck shoes.
Then: Only geeks wore black socks
with sneakers or while playing sports.
Now: Many athletes, perhaps attempting to aid Nike’s support of the
“thug” look, wear black socks.
Then: You went to a pro or college
athletic event and actually saw a game.
Now: You still get the game, but
with rock music being blasted at you,
with waste-of-time TV and commercial timeouts, and with some giant
screen telling you when to cheer.
Then: Morons booed professional
players, coaches and officials.
Now: Morons boo professional,
collegiate and scholastic players,
coaches and officials.
Then: The game ended and that was
that.
Now: The game ends and there’s
days and weeks of analysis by Monday morning quarterbacks on the radio and in newspapers.
Then: The officials made a call and
that was it.
Now: We have 10- to 15-minute
delays to watch a gazillion replays
that may or may not get the call correct.
Then: People checked the box
scores in the Sporting News every
week to see how players around the
league were doing.
Now: People download Fantasy
League stat packages into their computers to follow their Fantasy teams,
pitch by pitch! They even get upset
when a manager sits one of “their”
players. Imagine the nerve.
Then: There were four college football bowl games — Orange, Rose,
Cotton, Sugar. And the bowls didn’t
have those idiotic advertiser’s names
in front of them (note: an exception is
granted for any future Sonic Sugar
Bowl, Waffle House Orange Bowl or
Dr Pepper Peach Bowl).
Now: It seems like there are four
bowl games a day for the next two
weeks.
Then: Players scored touchdowns
and handed the ball to the official.
Now: Players plan different idiotic
things to do — to “have fun” they say
— so they can be shown ad nauseam
on TV sports shows.
Then: Hoods or greasers wore their
shirt or jacket collars turned up.
Now:Yuppie millionaires wear their
Izod shirt collars turned up.
Then: Downtown was filled with
“mom and pop” stores.
Now: Unless your mom and pop are
Mr. Starbucks, Mrs. Victoria’s Secret,
Mr. Banana Republic, etc., they’re no
longer downtown.
Then: Nobody accused Westfielders
of walking around with their noses in
the air or having silver spoons elsewhere.
Now: They do. But the people
they’re talking about are the ones who
send their kids to private schools, with
the other silver-spooners.
Then: The best music was
rockabilly, doo-wop and folk (American).
Now: The best music is rockabilly,
doo-wop and folk (American and British).
STREET BEAT
Strange isn’t it, how Mike Venezia
signing to play college hoops at Colgate
could start up an entire new section of
the Den, which we will now call “Street
Beat.” When Mike signed, we had Bob

and Marge Brewster come up with a
list of outstanding WHS athletes and
coaches who had lived on Harding
Street. That was followed by my list of
Embree Crescent’s athletes/coaches.
Now we have another impressive
list — compiled by Gary, Alice and
Glen Kehler — of Effingham Place
athletes/coaches. Considering how
small the street is, you have to be
impressed by the following list of
athletes/coaches who have lived there:
The Kehler family — coach Gary,
Glen, Todd and Doug; the Wiendl
family — Mary Jane, Joe and Judy;
the Schundler family — Rusty, Rob,
Trudy and Libby; the Todd family —
Laura, Dan and Mike; the McGovern
girls — Heather, Christie, Lauren and
Aubrey; the Kasko family — Nancy,
Greg and Jeff; George and John
Brownell; Al and Chip Danker; Scott
and Craig Plant; Ralph and Chris
Jones; Gene and Grant Mills; Chip
and Andy Haesler; Corey and Jen
Hayes; Chris Aslanian, Vincent Clark,
Chris Maddock, James Kazazis, and
let’s not forget Don Mokrauer, the
Grand Wizard of Billiards, who lived
there for a while after growing up on
Embree Crescent.
On a related note, we found no
evidence that the street was at one
time called Ham Place. As this unconfirmed story goes, former Plainfield
football coach Milt Theodosatos one
day got a flat tire while driving down
the street. (He apparently was lost.)
When he learned Gary and Glen
Kehler lived there, Uncle Miltie supposedly said, “It figures I’d get a flat
tire on Effing Ham Place, where the
Kehlers live.” Again, no verification
of this yet.
THIS AND THAT
Congrats to guard/linebacker Will
Harbaugh, named to the All-State
Group 4 third team by the Star-Ledger. How he was overlooked for first
team All-County is beyond me, and
the same for Santo Nardi and Tommy
Bonard. … WHS teams won all four
athletic contests against SPF in December: boys and girls swimming,
bowling and ice hockey. The key
matchups will be in basketball, both
boys and girls, where both schools are
pretty good. … At last week’s Bash at
the Beach wrestling tournament in
Delaware, Conor Stiefken of Delaware Valley Regional finished third in
the heavyweight division. Conor is
the son of Kurt Stiefken, the 1972
state champion at 157 pounds (and
1971 runner-up at 148) under coach
Gary Kehler at WHS. Uncles Chuck
and Dick Stiefken also wrestled for
Kehler in the early 1960s.
IS IT JUST ME …
… or was anybody else offended by
the “ad” that appeared at the bottom
of the first sports page in the Dec. 7
The Westfield Leader? I am a longtime friend of the man who was
“thanked” by some anonymous
person(s) for saving the WHS boys
soccer season. The “ad” came across
more as a giant slap in the face to the
school’s all-time winningest coach and
his very knowledgeable staff. It
would’ve been classier to just send a
thank-you card.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
For getting pins in all three of WHS’s
dual meet victories, this week’s free
sub from Al the Owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Ave. East) goes to
wrestler Colin MacKay. A returning
district champion, MacKay needed a
total of 3 minutes, 26 seconds to plant
his opponents against Kearny (1:22),
Elizabeth (1:32) and Butler (0:32).
He also won by forfeit in a loss to
Madison.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
note-type items at bj1019@aol.com.
GO DEVILS!
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Blue Devil Hoopmen Muzzle
MX Shabazz Bulldogs, 52-41
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR A TURK…Raider Dave DeNichilo, top, looks to throw a Turk
ride on Panther Burim Kadrijaj in the 171-lb bout.

Hungry Panthers Make Prey
Of Raider Wrestlers, 44-16

be able to make their shots,” explained
Bonard who had six assists and seven
points. “Mike was locking down
Blackmon. And Barrino, the kids that
we two were covering, those two are
their best players. We held Shabazz,
who is one of the highest scoring
teams in the conference, to 41 points.”
“We knew they were going to be
much bigger, so this week in practice,
we worked on boxing out and using
our bodies. It paid off,” said Venezia.
“You look at our lineup, we are
6’1”, 6’1”, 6’0” and below. This is the
smallest team I ever put out on the
floor. I really emphasize the fact of
rebounding. They stepped up to it,
they are smart kids, they are tough
kids,” said Blue Devil head Coach
Kevin Everly.

game, it takes a little time to get the
jitters out and we were able to do
that,” commented Everly.
Venezia scored all 10 of his team’s
points, including his second and third
3-pointers, in the second quarter to
push the Blue Devils to a 22-17 lead.
Lessner hit all five of his points in the
third quarter as the Blue Devils’ lead
inched to 36-30.
“Our stuff wasn’t working as well
as hoped it would but we got the plays
working through Mike. He really
stepped up. We stuck to our set plays
instead of our motion offense because
they were working,” said Bonard.
“Going into halftime, we were winning and we were not making our
shots. We knew that, if we kept on
playing well, the shots would fall and

Blue Devils’ Good Mat Sense
Downs Kearny Kards, 45-33

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

and, instead, got the takedown to salvage a 6-3 decision.
“There were some swing matches
that we should have won but we didn’t.
It was disappointing,” stated Gano.
At 135-lbs, Olsson scored a
takedown, a nearfall and a reversal on
conservative Tom Degnan to claim a
6-0 decision. At 145-lbs, Mineo tallied two takedowns and a nearfall but
was frustrated with Panther Dennis
Carroll’s ability to avoid being rolled
to his back.
The fifth key Panther victory came
at 160-lbs when Rob Gabriel scored a
3-1 win over Joe Bachi. Then the
biggest swing of the evening – 9 team
points – came at 171-lbs. Raider Dave
DeNichilo held a 5-3 lead until he
was taken down at the buzzer to force
overtime. Panther Burim Kadrijaj then
caught DeNichilo in a headlock and
pinned him from the takedown to
finalize the scoring.

“This was tough. It was sad around
Christmas and all but the kids will
bounce back,” predicted Scholz.
WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
189: — Rich Benner (RP) md Mike
Zamzam, 8-0
215: — Keith Baker (S) p Ryan Angus,
2:15
Hwt: — Mike Lefano (RP) d Joe Blaes, 4-1
103: — Anthony Casselli (RP) p Dave
Casmas, :41
112: — Craig Montgomery (RP) p Jeremy Cimafonte, 2:56
119: — Anthony Zangari (RP) d Tristan
Bundy, 8-6
125: — Sal Gano (S) md Joe Pisaro, 11-1
130: — Russ Benner (RP) d Mike Ferrara,
6-3
135: — Ricky Olsson (S) d Tom Degnan,
6-0
140: — Jorge Branco (RP) tf Rob
Desiato, 15-0, 4:30
145: — Pat Mineo (S) d Dennis Carroll,
7-2
152: — Mike Montgomery (RP) tf Trevor
Cannon, 19-4, 2:33
160: — Rob Gabriel (RP) d Joe Bachi, 3-1
171: — Burim Kadrijaj (RP) p Dave
DeNichilo, 6:40 OT

Blue Devil Bowlers Defeat
Irvington, Union Keglers
The Westfield High School varsity
bowling team upped its record to 8-0
with respective 7-0 victories over
Irvington and Union on December 19
and December 21. The Blue Devils
have been unscored upon in their
conference matches.
In the 2,843-1,969 victory over
Irvington, Jesse Embry had a high
series of 610 that included a 227
game. Junior Brett Ettinger chipped
in with a 595 series with a high game
of 222.
In the 2,877-2,306 triumph over
the Union Farmers, senior Harrison
Mercado had a high game of 215.
Ettinger had high games of 227 and

214. Senior Alex Wronski had games
of 246, 219 and 204 to lead the team
with a 669 series.
The Blue Devil junior varsity kept
alive its 29-game winning streak over
the past two years by defeating
Irvington, 2,711-1,576, and Union,
2,729-2,084. In the Irvington match,
junior Arley Rojas led the team with
a 618 series. He had a high game of
224. Junior Trevor Yee also bowled a
211game. In the Union match, sophomores Kevin Murphy and Matt
Marcus had 208 and 235 games, respectfully. Junior Patrick Clancy had
a 204 game and Rojas had the high
game of the day with a 235.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR INSTRUCTIONS…Blue Devil Matt Shaffer, top, looks for
instructions from coach Glen Kurz in his 140-lb bout.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE PLAY…Blue Devil Tom Bonard, No. 3, had six assists and
seven points against the Bulldogs.

The 1-1 Blue Devils set up some
good offensive plays but could not
roll in the lay-ups early in the first
quarter and the 1-2 Bulldogs jumped
to a 9-2 lead. Then, Venezia and
Pritsker (8 points) hit back-to-back
3-pointers, Nardi, who had five assists and five points, muscled in a layup and Bonard nailed a jumper to put
Westfield up 12-9.
“The excitement of your first home

Raider Matmen Stop
Seton Hall Prep, 44-22
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team improved to
3-0 with a 44-22 victory over Seton
Hall Prep in West Orange on December 21. Pat Mineo (145-lbs), Mike
Zamzam (189-lbs), Billy Jacobs (215lbs), Dave Casmas (103-lbs) and Sal
Gano (125-lbs) all won via fall.
Tervor Cannon (152-lbs) and
Tristan Bundy (112-lbs) picked up
majority decisions. Dave DeNichilo
(171-lbs) and Keith Baker (Hwt) won
by decisions.

they did. We turned it up in the second
half,” said Venezia.
Midway through the fourth quarter, the Blue Devils upped their lead
by 10 and resorted to a strategy of
drawing fouls that worked. Bonard,
who hit five of his free throws, Venezia
and Nardi got quite familiar at the
charity line.
“We were up by 10. Basically your
opponent becomes the clock. Guys
like Tom and Mike can handle the ball
well. We spread them out and they got
to come get you,” explained Everly.
“We knew that, once we had the
lead, they were going to trap. If we
worked the ball around enough, we
were going to get easy lay-ups. If we
dump it inside, Santo has a big body.
He’s going to draw fouls. Same thing
with Mike! We drew the fouls and
fortunately we made the shots,” said
Bonard.
Shabazz
Westfield

9 8 13 11
12 10 14 16

41
52

out move, so he quickly yanked him to
his back to record a fall in 2:34 at 145lbs to increase the team lead to 33-9.
At 152-lbs, Andrew Castrorao went
straight from a takedown to a cradle
to settle Kardinal Brian McNicholas
in 28 seconds.
“He came fired up! Before that
match, he was pumped up. We had to
kind of slow him down. Once the ref
blew that whistle, he was off the line
and ready to go,” explained Kurz.
The Kardinals received a forfeit at
160-lbs, but Mark Boyd punished 171lb. JT Nash with two double-leg
takedowns, a nearfall and a reversal
before pulling him to his back with a
chin hook in 2:21 to seal the team
victory.
“Boyd was really aggressive. He
got into a couple of positions where
he was too aggressive but then he
slowed down the pace. I really think,
if he’s using his best stuff this year,
not forcing any unnecessary moves
in situations when he doesn’t need
them, he’s going to have a great year,”
said Kurz. “We were looking at the
score after 160 and it’s nice to know
that you have Mark Boyd in your
back pocket up top.”
Kardinal Billy Nash pinned Willy
Johnson at 189-lbs in 2:25 then the
Blue Devils forfeited the 215-lb. and
heavyweight bouts.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — James Vezos (K) won forfeit
112: — Nick Machado (K) d. Nick
DeFreitas, 7-2
119: — John Barnes (W) d. Vin
Ignomirello, 10-5
125: — Joe Panarese (W) p. Chris
Plaugic, 2:45
130: — Pat Younger (W) won forfeit

135: — Colin MacKay (W) p. Don Plaugic,
1:21
140: — Matt Shaffer (W) p. Jhon Lopez,
1:28
145: — Sam Reichbach (W) p. Mo
Khwan, 2:34
152: — Andy Castrorao (W) p. Brian
McNicholas, :28
160: — Joe Ferrara (K) won forfeit
171: — Mark Boyd (W) p. JT Nash, 2:21
189: — Billy Nash (K) p. Willy Johnson,
2:25
215: — Joe DosSantos (K) won forfeit
Hwt: — John Long (K) won forfeit

Devil Matmen Nip
Minutemen, 38-33
The Westfield High School wrestling team improved to 2-0 with a
38-33 victory over Elizabeth on
December 22 in Westfield. John
Barnes (119-lbs) and Colin
MacKay (140-lbs) recorded falls
and Mark Boyd (171-lbs) recorded
an 18-2, technical fall. Andy
Castrorao (160-lbs), Sam
Reichbach (145-lbs) and Matt
Shaffer (135-lbs) won by decisions.
Joe Panarese (125-lbs) and Javon
Woods (103-lbs) won via forfeit.
HOME FOR SALE

Wychwood
Center Hall Colonial
Good neighborhood
4 bedrooms
3 1/2 baths
Sale by owner
$1,650,000
(908) 416-4460
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WF Devilfish B Boys Trimmed
By Bayonne Swimmers, 111-97
The Westfield Area “Y” boys B
swim team lost, 111-97, to Bayonne
on December 16.
8U boys: Jack Naughton, Stefan
Crigler and Noah Bram placed 1-2-3
in 50-freestyle. Naughton, Evan
Moore and Crigler touched 1-2-3 in
25-backstroke. Bram and Brian
Bachmann touched 1-3 in 25-breast-

WF 6th A Boys Whip
Reddington Cagers
SANTA’S LITTLE HELPERS…St. Helen’s fourth grade travel basketball team
got into the holiday spirit by helping Mickey O’Brien and his crew at the Knights
of Columbus Msgr. Watterson Council 1711 in Westfield sort through donated
gifts to benefit the children of the Union County Day Training Center in Scotch
Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; M. Lanzano, J. Bohlinger and J.
Birle; back row, D. McHugh, C. Sullivan, J. Brucia, C. Caminiti, D. DoCampo, B.
Johnson, A. Malacrea, P. Culhane and Mickey O’Brien.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday, January 8, 2007 in Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for variance(s) from the requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

PUBLIC NOTICE
install an in-ground pool contrary to sections 13.02D3 and 13.02H1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum setback of 15 feet from the water line
to the property line. Proposed is 6 feet
from the water line to the rear and side
property lines. Ordinance requires a minimum setback for patios of 5 feet. Proposed is 3 feet.

Regina & Andrew Calcagno, 256 Canterbury Road, Applicant seeking permission to install an inground pool contrary to
section 13.02D3 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a setback for
pools of 15 feet. Proposed is + 6 feet.

Timothy & Cynthia Smith, 17
Woodbrook Circle, Applicant seeking
permission to construct a second story
addition over the existing garage contrary
to section 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 15 feet. Present and
proposed is 10 feet.

Mr. & Mrs. David Ferry, 105 Golf Edge,
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a front porch contrary to section 11.03.E.5
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a front yard setback of 44.8 feet
(EFYD). Present is 45.63 feet. Proposed
is 39.63 feet.

Bharat Shah, 1026 Ripley Avenue,
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a first floor addition to the rear of the house
contrary to section 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard setback of 10 feet. Present
and proposed is 5.9 feet.

AHB Enterprises, LLC, 462 West
Broad Street, Applicant seeking site plan
approval to construct a covered stairway
from the rear of the second floor to grade
as an additional means of egress. Applicant operates a day care facility and such
stairway would allow children to occupy
the second floor. Since a day care facility
is not a permitted use in the RM-6 zone,
the aforementioned proposal would constitute an expansion of a non-conforming
use. Applicant seeks variances from the
following sections of the Land Use Ordinance:
Section 11.12A – Permitted uses do
not include a day care facility.
Section 11.12E10 – Maximum allowable coverage by buildings & structures is
20%. Present is 38%. Proposed is 39%.
Section 11.12E11 – Maximum allowable coverage by all improvements is 50%.
Present is 67%. Proposed is 68%.

The Town Book Store, LLC (Anne
Laird) 270 E. Broad Street, Applicant
seeking permission to erect two additional
signs (for a total of four signs) on a third
side of the building contrary to section
16.04E1 and 16.04E2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows signage at
the main entrance and on one other side of
the building that faces the street. Present
are two signs. Proposed are two additional
signs on the third side of the building.

Thomas Forgash, 1325 Prospect
Street, Applicant seeking permission to
construct a three-season, screened, porch
addition to the rear of his house contrary to
section 11.03E7 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a rear yard
setback of 60 feet. Proposed is + 50 feet.
Timothy & Dana Amman, 718 Woodland Avenue, Applicant seeking permission to construct a decorative peak on the
roof, at the front of the house contrary to
section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 38.8 feet (EFYD). Present and
proposed is 24.9 feet.
Joseph Buontempo, 254 Seneca
Place, Applicant seeking permission to
park a van with commercial signage on
residential property contrary to section
15.03B of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance does not permit a van with commercial signage to be parked on residential
property.
James & Christine Ryan, 160 Cottage
Place, Applicant seeking permission to

Michael Fernandez, 12 Sandra Circle,
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a front porch on the house contrary to
section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 31.5 feet EFYD. Present is 30
feet. Proposed is 27 feet.
David & Margaret Norwine, 568
Sherwood Parkway, Applicant seeking
permission to retain fence as installed with
non-preferred side facing outward contrary to section 12.07G of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires fence installation with preferred side to the neighbors. Present and proposed is non-preferred side to the neighbor.
Eric Judka, 568 First Street, Applicant
seeking permission to install an 8 feet x10
feet shed in the rear yard contrary to
section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum coverage by buildings and above ground structures (excluding decks and certain
porches) of 20%. Proposed is 20.8%.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $120.87

The Westfield boys sixth grade A
basketball team picked up its first win
of the year with a 42-31 victory over
the Readington Runnin Rebels to
improve to 1-2.
Quinn Dursee pumped in 13 points.
Jake Heroux chipped in eight points
and Kevin Mikovits came off the
bench to score four big points in the
second half. Big man David Solomon
led the team with 10 rebounds and
Christian Burgdorf netted four points,
six boards and three blocks.
Westfield came off a hard-fought,
46-37 loss to last years champs Warren.
In that game, Heroux pumped in 11
points and Scott Thompson sank nine.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
TAX ASSESSOR
The Tax Assessment List for The Town
of Westfield for the 2007 Tax Year will be
open for inspection on Friday, December
29, 2006 between the hours of 8:30 A.M.
and 4:30 P.M. in the Tax Assessors Office,
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield.
Annmarie Switzer, CTA
Tax Assessor
1 T - 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1243
AWARDED TO: Choice Rehab, Inc.,
Marlton, New Jersey
SERVICES: To provide supplemental
physical therapy services for the residents/
patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital.
PERIOD: January 1, 2007 – December
31, 2007
COSTS: $147,900
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1255
AWARDED TO: PMK Group Inc.,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for general on-call engineering services
COSTS: Not to exceed $125,000
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $18.87

stroke. Naughton and Bachmann took
1-3 in 25-butterfly.
9-10s: Andre Benz and Kevin
Clauss took 2-3 in the 100IM. Alec
Penn and Brandon Leuthold took 1-3
in the 100-freestyle. In 50 Leuthold
and Griffin Whitmer placed 2-3 in
50-breaststroke. Benz and Clauss
touched 1-2 in the 50-backstroke. Alec
Penn and Griffin Whitmer took 2-3 in
50-butterfly.
11-12s: Daniel Myers grabbed second in the 200IM and 50-fly. Nicandro
Donadio placed third in the 200IM
and 50-breaststroke. Robert Lockatell
took third in the 100-free and 50back. Connor Moore took second in
50-back.
13-14s: Michael Rizzo touched
second in the 200IM and first in the
100-breaststroke. Michael Pesin
nailed first in the 200-free and second
in the 100-back. Tim York took third
in the 200-free and100-fly. Sean Clark
placed third in 100-back.
15Up: Brian Carr touched third in
200IM and second in the 100-breaststroke. Justin Lo clinched first in 200free and second in 100-back. James
Kazazis grabbed third in 100-breaststroke and second in 100-fly. Mike
Cifelli touched third in 100-back. Richard Polini grabbed third in 100-fly.
Westfield took first in the 8U and 910 relays. The 11-12s and 13-14s
touched second. The 15-18s took 2-3.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
WHEREAS, Article 4:05(A) Land Use
Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey
required the Planning Board to determine
the date, time and locations of the monthly
meetings through January of the next year
when it organizes in January.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of The
Borough of Fanwood that it will meet at
7:30 PM, in the lower level meeting room
of the Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey on the
following dates:
2007
AGENDA MEETINGS
February 12, 2007
March 19, 2007
April 16, 2007
May 14, 2007
June 18, 2007
July 16, 2007
August 13, 2007
September 17, 2007
October 15, 2007
November 19, 2007
December 10, 2007
January 22, 2008
REGULAR MEETINGS
February 21, 2007
March 28, 2007
April 25, 2007
May 23, 2007
June 27, 2007
July 25, 2007
August 22, 2007
September 26, 2007
October 24, 2007
November 28, 2007
December 19, 2007
January 30, 2008
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
copy of this resolution be prominently
posted on the bulletin board in the Borough Hall, mailed to The Times and The
Courier News, filed with the Borough Clerk
and mailed to any person requesting same
in accordance with the requirements of the
Open Meetings Act.
1 T - 12/28/06, The Times Fee: $44.88

MAKING A CLAMOR…The Westfield White Noise won the 5th/6th grade boys
soccer crown with a 2-0 win over the Strykers. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Ethan Frisch, Adam Rush and Matt Boyle; middle row, Sam DeJohn, Drew
Hopper, Christian Rosa, Reece Zakarin and Sam Binetti; back row, Stephen Della
Fera, Harry McCarthy, Sam Russak, Sam Sarokin, Tim Walsh, Alex Corea and
Nick Constantine. Missing is Chris McGlynn.

White Noise 5/6 Boys Defeat
Strykers for Soccer Crown
The White Noise boys soccer team
won the Westfield 5th/6th grade boys
soccer championship with a 2-0 shutout over the Strykers in the playoff
finals.
Forward Sam Sarokin scored the
first goal midway through the first
half as Alex Corea drove down the
right side of the field, crossed the ball
to the center of the field where Sam
DeJohn got a foot on it and relayed it
to Sarokin, who found a clean shot.
The clincher came with less than 10
minutes to play in the game as Nick
Constantine came down field on a
three-on-one breakaway and beat the
goalie cleanly.
The Noise made it to the playoff
finals by beating Team France 1-0
PUBLIC NOTICE

in the semifinal match with the winning goal coming from a block of a
goal kick and a sliding put-away by
Adam Rush. Goalies Constantine
and Corea combined on the double
shutouts.
The championship capped a fine
year for the Noise who finished the
regular season with an 8-2 record,
scoring 27 goals and allowing just
seven. The offense was a balanced
attack throughout the season with 12
team members scoring goals and everyone having at least two assists.
DeJohn and Matt Boyle were the leading scorers in the regular season while
Sarokin led the team in assists.
Constantine and Corea handled most
of the goalkeeping duties.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/9/07 and
opened and read for:
Maintenance Beam Guide Rail & Attenuator Repair Contract, North-2007,
Various locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris,
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren, 100% State
DP NO: 06440
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/14/06, 12/21/06 and 12/28/06, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft
Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130
ESTATE SALE

Westfield...Antique Amoire’s,
chests, dressers, china, crystal,
designer clothes, plasma tvs,
stereo, sports equipment,
by
appointment
only.
(908) 380-0918 now until 1/5/07.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

CLASSIFIEDS
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

HELP WANTED

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

HOUSEKEEPER SERVICES

Portuguese lady looking to clean
your home. I have good references and years of experience.
I clean homes, offices and condominiums. Please call Monica at
(908) 469-8284 or (908) 456-3088

WANTED
OLD TRAINS & TOYS
$$ BEST PRICES PAID $$
ALL LIONEL &
OTHER TRAINS & OLD TOYS
CALL (908) 889-9251

SUMMER DAY CAMP JOBS!

No nights/weekends. Group counselors, lifeguards/WSI, instructors
for sports, crafts, music, nature,
boating, outdoor skills. Warren
Township (Somerset County) NJ.
(908) 647-0664,
rvrbnd1@aol.com,
apply at:
www.campriverbend.com
FRONT DESK

Fitness Center in Scotch Plains is
seeking friendly, motivated
people. Responsibilities include
answering phone, assisting with
memberships and customer service. All Shifts Available. Contact:
Jo (908) 232-6100 or
Jog@fitnessandwellness.org
SOL’s CLEANING

Homes, Apartments, Condos.
5 years cleaning experience with
good references in the area.
(201) 766-3971 or
cell (973) 991-6511
solsclean@yahoo.com
MATTRESS SETS

New pillow top
in plastic w/warranty.
Queen $120, King $175.
Can deliver
Call (732) 259-6690
BEDROOM SET

Beautiful Cherry sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror and nite stand.
Value $2000, Sell $775
Call (732) 259-6690

OWNER OPERATORS

Pull our trailers and earn $1.94
a mile for all miles plus tolls!
NY/NJ to Eastern PA
Call 1-888-537-4278
*Class A CDL and 1 year Tractor
Trailer Exp. Req. CALL TODAY!
ELM RENOVATED OFFICE

Renovated office space
850 sqft; 2 renovated
lavatories - m & f; hardwood
floors; just off North overlooking
Elm; Near train;
(908) 654-4965
CHILD CARE SUPERVISOR

Fitness Center looking for
experienced,
dependable
individual. Must manage staff &
provide care & programming for
kids in safe, fun environment; some
bookkeeping. Friendly & energetic
a must. Full time, benefits.
Call Camille at (609) 584-7600

Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on October 25, 2006 granted approval to Gerald
Vadas which approval allows him to widen
his driveway to a width in excess of that
allowed by ordinance on the property at 59
Oakwood Court, Fanwood, New Jersey
being Block 40, Lot 18.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Theodore E. Schiller, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger, P.C.
1771 Front Street, Suite D
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 12/28/06, The Times Fee: $18.36

The Planning Board of the Borough of
Fanwood has scheduled a Special Meeting for Monday, February 12th at 7:30 PM
to be held at Fanwood Borough Hall, Mayor
and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 7:30
PM. The purpose of the meeting is to hear
a presentation on the Transfer of Development Rights program.
Official action may be taken.
Pat Hoynes
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 12/28/06, The Times Fee: $14.28

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1246
AWARDED TO: David Foster, DVM,
Morganville, New Jersey
SERVICES: To provide routine services
and emergency veterinary dental services
to the horses at Watchung Stables.
PERIOD: January 1, 2007 – December
31, 2007
COSTS: $4,200
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

Experienced Tax Preparer needed
for busy accounting office. 20-25
hours per week. Experience with
Drake tax prep software helpful.
Please call (908) 889-9500 or
fax resume to (908) 889-9501

Help Build a Better Community

Read, Write, Report
GOLEADER.COM/SUBSCRIBE
timesnj.com/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1234
AWARDED TO: Penn Jersey Paper
Company, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
SERVICES: to provide disposable paper products and small wares for the dietary department at Runnells Specialized
Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount of $91,291.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1227
AWARDED TO: Somerset County for
Temporarily Displaced Children
Bridgewater, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide emergency temporary shelter for court-ordered youth when
an overcrowded condition exists at the
Union County Children’s Shelter
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000 annually
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1239
AWARDED TO: Epicare Associates,
Inc., West Caldwell, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide six half-day programs of Crisis Intervention Update, three
full day programs of Crisis Intervention
Certification and twelve two hour programs
of Emergency/Mock Code
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount of $17,325.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1252
AWARDED TO: Complete Care,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey
SERVICES: To provide medical testing
program for employees categorized in the
Commercial Driver’s License Program
(CDL).
PERIOD: January 1, 2007 – December
31, 2007
COSTS: $12,500
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak
& Stewart, P.C.; 10 Madison Avenue,
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
NATURE OF SERVICE: Continued representation of Thomas E. Atkins, Municipal Manager in the matter of Cassidy v.
Township of Scotch Plains, et al.
DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: $10,000. billed at the hourly
rate of $255. for Richard Mariani, Esq. and
$200. per hour for any other support, and
to be applied toward fees and costs for
those services, which shall be subject to
the approval of the Township Attorney
and which are not covered by insurance.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/28/06, The Times Fee: $21.93

HELP WANTED

Otherwise, call us at (908) 232-4407 or Fax to (908) 232-0473

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONDO FOR SALE

Scotch Plains-Beautiful 1 bedroom,
new bathroom, new appliances,
1st floor, parking, desirable
location, walking to all. Must see!
No brokers $254,900. Call
(908) 322-2715 or (917) 742-8235

Read the current ADS
Place your AD
Get Help writing your AD
Receive Price Calculations for your AD

PUBLIC NOTICE

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1220
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1020)
AWARDED TO: Plainfield Area YMCA
SERVICES: 24-Hour Emergency Response Hotline
COSTS: in additional amount of $9,000
in a new total contract of $ 602,107
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40

Westfield CPA Firm seeks accountant w/minimum 3 years exp. in
small business public accounting.
Excellent opportunity for detail oriented individual who is organized,
dependable and capable in handling clients independently. Lacerte
& Quickbooks a plus. Full/Part time,
flexible hours. Welcome working
moms. Email resume, salary req.
and
brief
bio
to:
Parness & Parness, PC
answerperson@aol.com

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1257
AWARDED TO: Salaam Nadhir Adbul,
East Orange, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide religious services and counseling to the Islamic inmates in the Union County Jail
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,940.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1253
amending (Resolution 2006-893)
AWARDED TO: Garrubbo, Capece,
D’Arcangelo & Millman, PC, Westfield,
New Jersey
SERVICES: To increase the appropriation for the performance of additional legal
services.
COSTS: Not to exceed $6,000 for a new
total contract amount not to exceed
$81,000
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95
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HELP WANTED

Busy “Bob-the-builder” seeks his
Wendy. Assist with ongoing
construction company details and
help develop a local real estate
brokerage. This will be the best
real estate career you’ll ever have.
Learn & Earn. Fax info to:
(908) 518-9597 or
call (908) 346-1111
EXP CHEF WANTED

Expert Cooks on hibachi tables,
at least 3 years experience. Chefs
need to possess good personality, skills and efficiency. Apply at:
1230 Route 22 West
Mountainside, NJ
(908) 518-9733
ARIRANG Hibachi
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar

ACCOUNTANT

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Single mother of 3 looking for
responsible nanny who drives
and speaks English, from 2:308pm, M-F and some Saturdays.
Please Call (908) 233-8128

Do It All
On the Internet at goleader.com/classifieds

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

NANNY WANTED

Thursday, December 28, 2006

HELP WANTED

WELCOMING COMMITTEE…On December 11, at the Masonic Lodge in
town, the Woman’s Club of Westfield welcomed two new members into the
organization. At far left is Marion Mogensen, first vice-president, and far right is
Delores Geisow, president. These ladies are shown congratulating Nancy Yingling,
left, and Joanne Romer, right, on their induction during a holiday general
meeting. For more information, write: Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O. Box
2428, Westfield, NJ 07091.

Exercise Physiologists/Trainers
New Fitness Ctr in Scotch Plains
looking for friendly, dependable
CPT’s to develop, supervise &
assist members of all ages &
abilities w/exercise program.
Degree and/or Cert. Req’d.
Call Sheri (609) 683-7888 or email
sherif@fitnessandwellness.org
DRIVER WANTED

Driver needed to take 7th grade
female to and from Roosevelt
Intermediate School starting
January 2007. Please contact
Melissa at (484) 459-0920.
MEDICAL ASSISTANT /
RECEPTION

Westfield - Immediate FT/PT
position for outgoing person in a
boutique medical practice.
Experience in venipuncture, BP,
EKG, etc. Computer knowledge a
plus. Contact Office Manager
(908) 232-1345 or
Fax resume (908) 232-1728.

Area Women can Train
For Triathlon at YMCA
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains and Westfield
Area YMCAs have joined forces to
help local women train for the
Danskin Women’s Sprint Triathlon,
to be held in Sandy Hook on September 16, 2007.
All interested women, ages 14 and
up, are invited to attend a workshop
on Tuesday, January 9, at 7:45 p.m. at
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.
Topics will include an overview of
the Danskin Triathlon, as well as suggested training and gear, followed by
a question-and-answer session. Firsttime triathlon participants and nonYMCA members are welcome.
For more information, contact
Marianne Devlin of the FanwoodScotch Plains YMCA by phone at
(908) 889-8880 or by e-mail at
mdevlin@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.

ORNAMENTAL…During lunchtime, students from the McKinley Elementary School in Westfield made ornaments to decorate Christmas trees at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Tyler Debbie, Sandra Mone, Jonathan Kelly, Valeria Bouchoueva and
Abigail Paone.

Annual Hot Stove Dinner
Set for Feb. 11 at L’Affaire
COUNTY – The Union County
Baseball Association, in conjunction
with the Union County Department
of Parks & Recreation, will hold its
71st Annual Hot Stove Dinner at
L’Affaire in Mountainside on February 11 at 1 p.m. to celebrate Union
County baseball.
The featured guest speaker will be
former New York Yankee Johnny
Blanchard. The afternoon’s Hall of
Fame inductees include Richard
Pender, Al Ashmont and Chuck
Fernicola.
The sale of ad space for the dinner program is critical for the success of the dinner. Proceeds from
the dinner will support the Baseball
Association’s youth baseball program, which is also sponsored by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Union County
Department of Parks and Recre-

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1247
AWARDED TO: PMK Group, Inc.,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the asbestos abatement
project design and monitoring for the Union
County Court House New Annex Building,
Basement and First Floor Elizabeth, New
Jersey
COSTS: at a cost not to exceed
$135,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1226
AWARDED TO: US Health Works of
New Jersey, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide pre-admission
physicals, TB testing and reading and
chest x-rays if necessary for court ordered
youth who are referred to the Union County
Children’s Shelter.
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$14,000. Annually
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1233
AWARDED TO: US Food Service, Inc.,
Swedesboro, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide comprehensive
food procurement and inventory management system at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: for a total contract amount of
$879,403.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1238
AWARDED TO: Mobilex USA,
Horsham, Pennsylvania
SERVICES: to provide x-ray, EKG, Doppler studies, holter, monitoring and ultrasonography services at Runnells Specialized Hospital. All equipment, supplies,
support services and reading/interpretation are to be the responsibility of x-ray/
radiology/cardiology diagnostic and EKG
services
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount of $60,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $24.99

ation.
Tickets are currently available at a
cost of $35 each. To order tickets or to
purchase ad space, please write Karen
Pederson, Department of Parks and
Recreation, Union County Administration Building, Elizabeth, NJ 07207.

Gov. Reorganization
Meetings Schedule
AREA – The public is invited to
attend the annual reorganization meetings for local governments next week.
The municipal meetings will be held
in the respective town halls. The
county meeting will be held in the
county courthouse. The schedule is:
Westfield – Tuesday, Jan. 2, 8 p.m.,
Town Hall.
Scotch Plains – Tuesday, Jan. 2, 7
p.m., Town Hall.
Fanwood – Monday, Jan. 1, 1 p.m.,
Borough Hall.
Mountainside – Tuesday, Jan. 2, 8
p.m., Borough Hall.
Garwood –Monday, Jan. 1, 3 p.m.,
Borough Hall.
County Freeholders – Sunday, Jan.
7, Chambers of State Superior Court
Assignment Judge Walter Barisonek,
Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Elizabeth.
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1225
AWARDED TO: Kanen Psychological Associates, Ridgewood, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide psychological
evaluations for Juvenile Detention Center
and Children’s Shelter staff candidates
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
1, 2007
COSTS: at a rate of $250 per evolution
and $250 per appeal, for a total contract
amount of $21,250
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1236
AWARDED TO: Partners Healthcare,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide enteral nutrition
for the residents/patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital who are tube fed and
urological/ostomy supplies for the residents/patients who are in need of this
service
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount of $40,500.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL
Take notice that on December 13, 2006,
a change occurred in the ownership of
Lone Star Steakhouse & Saloon of New
Jersey, Inc., t/a Lone Star Steakhouse &
Saloon, holder of Plenary Retail Consumption License No. 2016-33-007-005, for premises at 2377 U.S. Route 22 West, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 08076, resulting in the
following person’s acquiring in the aggregate one per cent or more of the ownership
thereof:
LSF5 Cactus, LLC, (100% stockholder)
c/o Lone Star US Acquisitions LLC, 717
Harwood Street, Suite 2100, Dallas, Texas
75201
The sole member of LSF5 Cactus, LLC,
is: LSF5 Cowboy Holdings, LLC, c/o Lone
Star US Acquisitions LLC, 717 Harwood
Street, Suite 2100, Dallas, Texas 75201
The sole member of LSF5 Cowboy Holdings, LLC, is: LSF5 COI Holdings, LLC, c/
o Lone Star US Acquisitions LLC, 717
Harwood Street, Suite 2100, Dallas, Texas
75201
The members of LSF5 COI Holdings,
LLC, are: Lone Star Fund V (U.S.), L.P., a
Delaware Limited Partnership, c/o Lone
Star US Acquisitions LLC, 717 Harwood
Street, Suite 2100, Dallas, Texas 75201
HudCo Global V., L.P., a Delaware Limited Partnership, c/o Lone Star US Acquisitions LLC, 717 Harwood Street, Suite
2100, Dallas, Texas 75201
Hudco Partners V (Americas), L.P., a
Delaware Limited Partnership, c/o Lone
Star US Acquisitions LLC, 717 Harwood
Street, Suite 2100, Dallas, Texas 75201
LSF V International Finance, L.P., a
Delaware Limited Partnership, c/o Lone
Star US Acquisitions LLC, 717 Harwood
Street, Suite 2100, Dallas, Texas 75201
Any information concerning the qualifications of any of the above current owners
should be communicated in writing to Barbara Riepe, R.M.C., Township Clerk,
Township of Scotch Plains, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076
Lone Star Steakhouse & Saloon
of New Jersey, Inc.
224 East Douglas, Suite 700, POB 12726
Wichita, Kansas 67277-2726
1 T- 12/28/06, The Times Fee: $45.90
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Education News

HOLIDAY HELPERS…Tamaques Elementary School students, front from left
to right, Andrew Caminiti, Kathleen Sullivan; back, Alex Shorrock, Chris
Sullivan, Alison Krakauer, Sonia Wozniak, volunteered many hours to help get
the craft fair ready. On November 17, students filled the gym and created special
holiday gifts such as personalized pillowcases and guest books.

Shire to Present Lecture
Examining Plants in Painting

GEYER’S GROVE…Jefferson Elementary School alumnus Matt Wolski recently contributed to the environment of the school through his Boy Scout Eagle
project. Matt raised funds and arranged for the purchase and installation of
picnic tables and benches for the school’s new Geyer’s Grove outdoor education
area. He also re-painted the school’s blacktop interactive U.S. map and provided
a collection of educational games for classroom use. He is pictured here with
Jefferson Principal Jeanette Munoz in Geyer’s Grove.

Educ. Association to Award
Three $1,000 Scholarships
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Education Association (WEA) will
award three $1,000 scholarships to
high school graduates. Kristine
Smith-Morasso, chairperson of the
WEA Scholarship Committee, will
present the scholarships on Awards
Night at Westfield High School
(WHS).
The WEA Scholarship Committee
and the executive council will award
two members of the WHS Class of
2007 for each $1,000 award. In addi-

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1259
amending (Resolution No. 2006-967)
AWARDED TO: Brownstein, Booth &
Associates of Union City
SERVICES: special counsel in the matter entitled Estate of Edward Sinclair v.
UC, et als.
COSTS: for an additional sum of
$20,000.for a new total contract amount
not to exceed $115,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1262
AWARDED TO: Jacqueline E. Sacus,
Esq., Madison, New Jersey
SERVICES: Special Counsel for the
County of Union on an “ as needed” basis
for legal matters
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$15,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1270
amending (Resolution No. 1333-2005)
AWARDED TO: The International
HealthCare Services (Healthplex)
Uniondale, New York
SERVICES: for the purpose of extending the healthcare coverage
PERIOD: December 31, 2007
COSTS: (No change in premium or account number only contract period)
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1274
AWARDED TO: Ruderman &
Glickman, Esq. Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for specialized legal services to represent the County of Union in
connection with personnel matters in general
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$50,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

tion, the Barry Judd Memorial Scholarship will be presented to a WEA
member’s child who plans on continuing his or her education at an
accredited institution of higher learning.
Both scholarship applications are
available at the WHS Guidance Office and at WEA members’ respective
schools throughout the district. The
deadline for both scholarships is
Wednesday, February 15.
Scholarship applications will be
evaluated on a variety of criteria, including academic achievement, participation in school activities and a
commitment to community service.
Applicants will also have an opportunity to reflect on their own educational experiences. Six finalists will
be invited for a personal interview
before the final selection.
Funds for these scholarships are
raised through donations from the
Westfield Education Association
members. This year’s Scholarship
Committee includes Ms. SmithMorasso, James Moriarty, Diana
Collins, Carole Stavitski, Janice
Sheridan and Moira Abraham.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1242
AWARDED TO: InterStaff, Inc.,
Owings Mills, Maryland
SERVICES: to provide supplemental
physical therapy services for the residents/
patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount of $317,475.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1261
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1037)
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, FitzPatrick,
Cole & Wisler, LLP of Teaneck
SERVICES: special counsel in the matter entitled Hillside Auto Center v. UC,
Sheriff’s, et als.
COSTS: for an additional sum of
$10,000.for a new total contract amount
not to exceed $35,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1264
AWARDED TO: Donald Smith, Esq.,
Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: for Legal services –Mental
Health Counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $19.89

CHURNING AWAY...Jane Chrysostom of Homesteading 101 helps Briella
Payami of Scotch Plains work the butter churn during a demonstration on Friday,
November 17, in the kindergarten classroom. Briella is a kindergartener at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison.

WESTFIELD – On Monday, January 15, the general meeting of Woman’s
Club of Westfield will be held at the
Masonic Lodge in Westfield.
Rosemary Shire, guest speaker, is an
art enthusiast with a love of gardening.
She will present a slide lecture examining plants in painting, sculpture, architecture and decorative arts. She will

Rosemary Shire

IN THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON…The Club Interact Toy Drive at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison has been successful, with many boxes
overflowing with donations, which will be sent to Naomi’s Way, a facility in New
Brunswick that provides transitional housing for homeless mothers. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Alyssa Torpey of Scotch Plains, Latisha DiVenuto, Club
Interact advisor Dawn Francavilla, Avani Patel and Jennifer Goldberg. Alyssa is
a senior at the PreK3 – 12 independent schools.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1258
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1097)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King of Morristown
SERVICES: special counsel in the matter entitled Alyssa D. Scala v. UC, et als.
COSTS: for an additional sum of
$50,000.for a new total contract amount
not to exceed $45,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1260
amending (Resolution No. 2006-845)
AWARDED TO: Booker, Rabinowitz,
Trenk,et als of West Orange
SERVICES: special counsel in the matter entitled Estate of Edward Sinclair v.
UC, et als.
COSTS: for an additional sum of
$5,000.for a new total contract amount not
to exceed $35,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1263
AWARDED TO: Forman, Holt &
Eliades, Rochelle Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: for Legal services Credit
and Collections services for Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1271
amending (Resolution No. 1330-2005)
AWARDED TO: The Eye Care Plan
with VSP Well Vision Signature Enhanced Plan Uniondale, New York
SERVICES: for the purpose of extending the coverage
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: (No change in premium or account number only contract period)
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1273
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, LLP, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES: for specialized legal services to represent the County of Union in
connection with labor negotiations and
personnel matters
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$75,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements
for
extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1272
AWARED TO: Hale Insurance Brokerage, LLC, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: Insurance Broker of Record
for general liability to the County of Union
for the year 2007.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1277
AWARDED TO: Garrubbo, Capece &
Millman, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for specialized legal services to represent the County of Union in
connection with Personnel matters in general
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1275
AWARDED TO: Roth & Horowitz,
Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for specialized legal services to represent the County of Union in
connection with labor negotiations and
Personnel matters
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$50,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1276
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, FitzPatrick,
Cole & Wisler, Teaneck, New Jersey
SERVICES: for specialized legal services to represent the County of Union in
connection with personnel matters in general
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$50,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

begin with plants from antiquity, continue through the Middle Ages, Renaissance, Baroque, 19th Century and conclude with the early 20th Century.
In her presentation, she will explain how plants were used in a narrative context as symbols, as decoration and as objects of beauty.
She will share her love of both
plants and art. She became interested
in art in college and has made many
visits to Europe, visiting museums,
churches and artistic sites. Her favorite areas of study are the Italian Renaissance and the Baroque Period.
Her other love, gardening, began 16

years ago when she moved to Westfield.
She is enrolled as a Master Gardner
and does volunteer work at the Union
County Master Gardener Helpline.
For further information, write
Woman’s Club of Westfield, PO Box
2428, Westfield, NJ 07091.

WF’s Krichilsky
Accepted into Duke
WESTFIELD – Bryan Krichilsky,
Westfield resident and senior at the
Union County Magnet High School
in Scotch Plains, was accepted “early
decision” to Duke University, located
in Durham, N.C.
Along with his academic record,
Bryan is a member of the National
Honor Society and the Junior Musical Club of Westfield. He is also active in various parish activities at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church in
Scotch Plains.
Bryan interned at The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times during the summer
of 2006.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1224
AWARDED TO: Homefirst, Plainfield,
New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide rental assistance
to people with HIV/AIDS
PERIOD: December 1, 2006- November 30, 2007.
COSTS: in the amount of $115,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1237
AWARDED TO: Bruna Cordones,
Roselle, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide professional
beautician services for the residents/patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: (County funds not used)
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006 -1223
AWARDED TO: P.R.O.C.E.E.D., Inc.,
Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide rental assistance
to people with HIV/AIDS
PERIOD: December 1, 2006- November 30, 2007.
COSTS: in the amount of $135,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1256
AWARDED TO: Rev. Ray Gaddis,
Newark, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide religious services and counseling to the Protestant
inmates in the Union County Jail
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,940.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

Bryan Krichilsky
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1265
AWARDED TO: James Jude Plaia,
Esq., New Jersey
SERVICES: for Legal services –Workers Compensation Defense Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1251
AWARDED TO: Multi-Care, Clark, New
Jersey
SERVICES: To provide pre-employment
physicals and other related medical services.
PERIOD: January 1, 2007 – December
31, 2007
COSTS: $60,000
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1235
AWARDED TO: Amerikem Laboratories, Bloomfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide cleaning products for the dietary department at Runnells
Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount of $25,576.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/21/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1244
AWARDED TO: Amerikem Laboratories, Bloomfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide laundry chemicals for Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007
COSTS: in the amount of $40,320
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T – 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40
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Roosevelt Announces First
Marking Period Honor Roll
WESTFIELD –Roosevelt Intermediate School Principal Stewart Carey
announced that the following seventh
and eighth grade students were named
to the first marking period honor roll
for the 2006-2007 school year at
Roosevelt. They are:
7th Grade
Distinguished
Edward Allen
Alana Basil
Zachary Bebel
Madeline Chandler
Sarah Chandler
Gabrielle Cruz
Allison Faktor
Rory Fitzpatrick
Victoria Gagliano
Caroline Gelinne
William Geoghegan
Zoe Greenburg
Kelsey Hall
Caitlin Hering
Nick Hering
Alexandra Hoffman
Taylor Ingber
Katharine Jaruzelski
Alexandra Jason
Kaitlyn Johnson

Richard Malacrea
Katie Marino
Cali Mazzara
Marc Mazzucco
Peter Mebane
Kavita Mehta
Amanda Mongiove
Stephanie Olson
Olivia Pecora
Keith Peterson
Gabriella Pirrone
Brian Pollock
Julia Queller
Patrick Reilly
Henry Ritter
Megan Roth
Charles Scott
Jessica Sipe
Stephanie Tepper
Alex Turitz

Kelly Kalis

Brian Vander Schaaf

Elizabeth Kuehn
Dara Levy
Thomas Lutz

Victoria Wang
Michael Woods
Katherine Yamano
Jacob Ziff

7th Grade
Honor Roll
Alison Antonelli
Grace Antonelli
Arjun Asija
Meghan Bachmann
Eunbyeol Baek
Emily Bailey
Sam Baldwin
Loren Ball
Mia Ballan
Tara Bange
Daniel Berke
Caroline Bertoni
Joy Binder
Alexander Bond
Markian Borkowsky
Morgan Bowen
Connor Burslem
Alexandra Caggiano

Kurt Kowalski
Marilyn Kowalski
Eric Kozlowski
Kayla Krasnoo
Vivian Lee
Analisa Lopez
Carolyn Maguire
Thomas Malley
Max Mancini
Anna Margolis
Nicole Marques
Finbar Martinson
Erika May
Joseph McDonald
Hannah Millen
Emily Miller
Jullian Mongiove
Katie Morris

Michael Kalimtzis
Nicoletta Kalos

Hannah Weeks
Aimee Wenta

Jenna Karnofsky

Alexander Williams

8th Grade
Distinguished

Peter Cozzi

Brenna Logue

John Allen

Charlotte Lorentzen

MacKenzie Anderson

John (Jack) Lorentzen

Zachary N. Archambault

Anne Maguire

Kylie K Bangs
Ethan Barnes
Zina Bazarsky
Chloe Birkenthal
Taylor Brand

Kathryn Bullek
Emily Chan
Sean Clark
Samantha Costello
Sarah Crawford
Matthew Curry
Lauren Darchi
McManus Dolan
Bruce Dunnan
Daniel Eliades
Nicole Eniclerico
Joakin Eriksson

Matthew Mc Evoy
Connor Melofchik
Christopher Mench
Charles Milrod
Amanda Minken
Brian Monteiro
Kevin Morris
Morgan Murphy
Ryan Murray
Richard Nugent
Dylan Olson
Hannah Purdy

Catherine M Filipkowsk

Sarah Collins

Mary Janie O’Connor

Rebecca Daaleman
Jonathan David
Alexandra Davidson
Sydney Doskow
Patrick Dyer
Max Edelsack
Caroline Ehrhardt
Samantha Ellner
Nicholas Ertman

Richard O’Connor
Brendan Oster
Kevin Oster
Sarah Panayiotou
Audrey Peterson
Emma Polini
Sarah Ramire
Jack Rickles
Ilana Rood

Colin Fitzhenry
Margaux Fleschler
Michael Foley
Alexandra Frankel
Josh Friedman
Andrew Garfinkel
John Gentile
John Githens
Brandon Gold
Gabrielle Gold
Brittany Goncalves
Erik Gozdieski
Rachel Gross

Katie Fazio

Madeline Rosenberg

Andrew Felix

Sam Rosenburgh

Sarah Friedman

Kate Schell-Sheehan

Christopher Froelich

Casey Schuster

Samantha Furst

Geoffrey Scognamiglio

Brittny Gallagher
Rebecca Ganz
Alec Garrity
Christopher Gerckens
Alex Goldschmidt
Alexander Graf
Sabrina Greene
Emily Gretsky
Kendall Hagan
Brennan Haley
Kelly Higgins
Mathew Huff
Erica Jakub
Patrick Johnson

Brendan Seery
Kayla Seigelstein
Sara Shields
Kendra Simcox
Rebecca Skowron
Emily Smith
Mercedes Smith
Samantha Sterba
Rebecca Tunis
Tyler Varian
Brandon Vassallo
Christopher Walsh
Thomas Walsh
Peter Wanfried

Christopher Mannino

Mikhail Maslyuk
Diana Mason
Natalie Materek
Nicholas Matthews

Jessica Morse

Alexa Rothenberg

Charlotte Murtishaw
Priyanka Nayer
Christopher Neylan
Emma Partridge
Eric Rackear
Rachel Rickles
Jenna Sharkey
Caitlin Storcks
Nathaniel Suri
Margot Tishberg
Madison Weist
Jeffrey Yang
Younger

Nia Ali

Julianne Mucci
Sarah Murphy
Lucas Nugent
Caroline O’Connor

Alexandra Rubin
Jack Santangelo
Rebecca Sarkos
Abigail Sawers

Kathryn Halliburton

Edward Han
Julia Harbaugh
Ryan Heine
Evan Heroux
Charli Ann Herrington

D Ryan Hess
Megan Hoerrner
Madeline Horowitz
Gregory Howard
Melanie Johnson
Catherine Johnston
Tracy Kaplan
Megan Kaveney
James ‘Jack” Kephart

Kevin Kessler
Ibrahim Khedr
Madeline Komar
Tom Kowalski
Roman Krywulych
Jeffrey LaForge
Martina Landeka
Michael Levidy
Jeremy W. Lin
James Lisooey

Benjamin J Mc Cready

Christine Pyoi

William Reynolds
William B. Riggs
Adel Roff
Emily Ronk
Robyn Rosenzweig
Bradland Ross
Jessica Russo
Nicholas Safonov
Jill Salisbury
Matthew Santry
Katherine Schaaf
Eric Schoenbach
Kaitlin Schurig
Megan M Sharkey

Dylan Shepcaro
Jordan Siegel
Joshua Simmons
Wyatt Smith
Connor Streaman

Meghan Sullivan
Adrian Szycowski
Rachel Tabak
Gabrielle Tanji
Sabrina Telsey
Matthew Tice
Sam Tooley
Joseph Toresco
Sirena Van Epp

Nathaniel Ward
Julia Wasilewski
Katherine Waxtel
Isabelle Weisman
Kayla Wiesinger
John Yingling
Mitchell DYoung
Zachary Zagorski
Adam P Ziering

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Convenience Does Not
Come Without Consequence
By JESSICA RIEGEL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It started off like any other day.
Finally finished with my English essay at much too late—early, really—
an hour, I saw my printer was out of
paper. Too lazy and afraid of the dark
to journey downstairs and replenish
my stock, I did what I had done many
times before: e-mail the essay to
myself to print it out at school the
next day.
Two hours of sleep and three cups
of coffee later, I logged on to a Hi’s
Eye computer and, as usual, went to
AOL.com. And then it happened. Instead of the log in box, there was a big
ugly HTML banner: Service not available. Please refresh your page or try
again in a few minutes. I tried the
other computers. Nothing. I tried the
computer lab and library. Nothing. In
the grand tradition of teenage melodrama, my life was over.
AOL was restored by Period 8, but
the giant lump in my throat all day
woke me up to just how dependent I
was on such a potentially fallible system. I was completely at the will of
some microchips and a motherboard.
Technology improves our lives in
infinite ways, letting us travel to the
moon and carry 20,000 songs in our
pockets. But convenience does not
come without consequence. Remember the Y2K scare?
Anxious hordes stormed grocery
stores and built underground shelters
in anticipation of society’s shutdown
because someone didn’t type a digit
into computer. Internet chat rooms
open up new cans of worms for stalking, cyber bullying and other bad
things for Dateline to investigate.
Electronic voting machines that premiered in the recent election welcome fraud and miscounts without a
paper trail to verify results.
Of course, the benefits of these
tools outweigh their drawbacks. Imagine trying to parallel park a horse and
buggy on Dorian before rushing to
first period in a lantern-lit hallway.

VOTER TURNOUT…On Election Day, the Tiger Class at Wesley Hall Nursery
School opened their own voting booth, where children voted for their favorite
snacks. When the tallies were counted, brownies won by a landslide.

8th Grade
Honor Roll

Nicholas Canavan
Katherine Chan
Robert Ciardullo
Emily Clauss

Richard Fletcher
Gregory Flood
Katherine Fox
Erika Freeland

Matthew Hartzell
Alyssa Hatch
Alexandra Hawkins
Lucas L. Hudelson
Nikki Koll
Hannah Kronick
Emily Mack
Jessica Manna
Katherine McKinley
Shannon Mooney
Melissa Morawski
Christopher Morrissey

Rebecca Delafuente
Meghan C Dunn
Casey Federbusch
Danielle Fields
Daniel Fitzpatrick
Emma Foley
Emma Franks
Sarah A Frantz
Katherine Frega
Georgia Gleason
Emily B Goldstein
Joseph Greenspan
Timothy

Eleanor (Ellie) Callinan

Abraham Fertig-Cohen

Fanwood’s Dyckman Takes
Part in UC’s Virtual School

Ashley Kattak
Kieran Windorf
Lawrence Keating
Daniel Wolf
Nicholas Knepper
Ross Workman
Caroline Zee

Jenelle Abbattista
Astrid Adriaens
Victoria Aloupis
Mark Androconis
Alissa Anzevino
Kerry Austin
Jane Banta
Alison Birnbaum
Adrian Bizzaro
Michael Blutfield
Robert Bunting

And there’s no place where technology plays a more bittersweet role
than in the classroom.
Homework in the digital age is
defined by our reliance on technology. Raised with calculators in hand,
students blindly punch away with little
notion of what the numbers are doing
behind the solar-powered screen. I
won’t blame my mathematical ineptitudes on the curriculum’s shallow focus on the logic behind equations, but if a TI-84 Plus Silver Edition is doing all the thinking, students
can’t fully understand the concepts.
When feeling befuddled by “Don
Quixote,” I turn to my dear friend the
Internet to tell me what a word means.
Translation websites shouldn’t be
harmful if used as a dictionary, but all
too easily, that one word turns into a
sentence, which somehow grows into
a paragraph.
At that point, why not just translate
the entire essay? It seems easy enough,
but it’s guaranteed to backfire. The
computer can’t tell what words make
sense together. That’s the student’s
job. Using technology isn’t cheating
per se, but it is cheating ourselves out
of a complete education if it replaces
our brains rather than complements
them.
What’s scary isn’t so much our
dependence itself, but the lack of
alternatives. From assignments posted
on teachers’ websites to PowerPoint
presentations, technology is indispensable in our school and out.
We can apply to college online.
Humans are no longer on the other
end of customer service hotlines. And
for better or for worse, my mother
now IMs me from downstairs to say
‘dinner is ready.’ I’m not about to
start taking notes in ink with a quill
pen because of an unavailable server,
but the traumatic experience will make
me think twice about saving my work
and maybe, just maybe, printing a
hard copy.
Jessica is a senior at Westfield High
School.
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LET IT SNOW…Gloves, hats and socks were collected from members of Woman’s
Club of Westfield for the annual Mitten Tree program for children ages 6 to 12.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Nita McHugh, chairperson, Marjorie Wieseman
and Helen Allegro. For further information, write the Woman’s Club of Westfield,
P.O, Box 2428, Westfield, NJ 07091.

Holy Trinity Competes
In Scholastic Olympics
WESTFIELD – Only one point
separated first and second place in
the 35th annual Scholastic Olympics
hosted by Roselle Catholic High
School. St. John the Apostle School
of Clark took first place and Holy
Trinity Interparochial School of
Westfield won second place. Our Lady
of Sorrows School in South Orange
claimed third place.
The Scholastic Olympics is an academic competition for eighth graders, with students being tested in a
variety of subjects including mathematics, religion, forensics and science. Brother Owen Ormsby, principal of Roselle Catholic, addressed
the competitors, saying: “Never forget who you are and how you got here
and what your elementary school gave
you as a foundation.”
Veronica Glennon and Sara Palasits
took first place in current events and
mathematics, respectively. Timothy
Connell (current events), Peter LiVolsi
(English) and Edward McGovern

Barrasso Assists
Homeless Children
WESTFIELD – Barrasso Consulting of Westfield provided giftwrapped toys, clothes and gift certificates to the 43 children of the Ozanam
Family Homeless Shelter of Edison
at a December 12 Christmas Party
coordinated by the members of the
Youth Ministry Program of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church Parish in
Westfield. The charity party took place
at St. Helen’s recreation facility.
“We were delighted when Barrasso
Consulting once again offered to sponsor the children’s wish list of holiday
gifts for our annual event,” said
Patricia Gardner, head of the Youth
Ministry Program at St. Helen’s
Church. “Their hard work and generosity, combined with the dedication
of our ninth to 12th grade youth ministry volunteers, made our Christmas
party a tremendous success, and
brought much happiness and holiday
cheer to so many families.”
All holiday gifts were purchased
from local vendors, including The
Children’s Place, which offered additional merchandise discounts to further support the cause.
“As a longtime Westfield resident,
I am pleased to have the opportunity
to work alongside a number of excellent social service agencies,” said
Diane Barrasso, founder and president of Barrasso Consulting LLC.
“Our staff is committed to reaching
out to our local community members
and offering additional support and
guidance to those in need. The spirit
of giving helps us to further appreciate the true meaning of the holiday
season,” she said.

Wardlaw Reveals Cast
List for The Music Man
AREA – The cast list for the spring
2007 musical at The WardlawHartridge School in Edison, The Music Man, has been announced. The
production will be staged at the school
at 7:30 p.m. from Thursday, March 1,
to Saturday, March 3. Melanie Whitney
will serve as music director, while
Jane Brown is the accompanist.
Westfield and Scotch Plains cast members and their roles follow:
Matthew Forman of Scotch Plains,
“Harold Hill,” Michael Mietlicki of
Scotch Plains, “Mayor Shinn,” Billy
Buchbinder of Scotch Plains,
“Winthrop,” and Alyssa Torpey of
Scotch Plains, “Maud Dunlop.”
“The Newspaper Readers” will include Lexi Faust of Westfield and
Sunny Park of Scotch Plains.
“River City Townspeople/Pick a
little ladies” will include Lexi Faust
of Westfield and Sunny Park of Scotch
Plains.
“Middle School Townspeople” will
include Catherine Badalamenti of
Scotch Plains.

(spelling) earned second place honors. John Serzan (forensics), Joseph
Toegel (art), Neil Haggerty (religion)
and Mary Beth Fiedler (spelling)
earned third place recognition.
Margaret Fitzpatrick (religion),
Marissa Minnicino (art), Emily Nuila
and Jake Penders (history), Matthew
Potter (mathematics), Sara Power
(English), and Sean Siburn and Shannon Lenahan (science) also competed
for Holy Trinity.
Students placing first, second and
third were awarded Roselle Catholic
scholarships. The moderators for the
Holy Trinity team were eighth-grade
teachers Pat Byrne and Joseph Wargo,
Jr. This year, 16 area Catholic elementary schools competed at the
Scholastic Olympics.
Dorothy Szot, Principal of Holy
Trinity, said: “As always, we feel our
excellent performance at the annual
Scholastic Olympics reflects the
strong academic program here at Holy
Trinity. I am very happy for the students.”

SCOTCH PLAINS – When most
Union Catholic, already known for
people think about high school, they its technology-based approach to
picture students sitting at desks taking learning, was eager to provide the
notes from teachers who write impor- VHS program to its students.
tant points on chalkboards. This has
“The driving force behind this debeen the model for learning for ages, cision was to expand our offerings
but that is all changing thanks to schools and to make new use of the technolthat embrace technology to alter educa- ogy that we have with our anytime,
tion for the new millennium.
anywhere laptop-learning program,”
Union Catholic High School in said Sister Percylee Hart, the school’s
Scotch Plains is one school leading principal. “Every student is equipped
the charge to revolutionize ideas of with a laptop computer, so the Virtual
what schools can offer
High School offered a
students. In addition to
natural extension to
the “traditional” curour technology-inriculum, students at
fused curriculum. Not
Union Catholic can
only are the students
choose from more than
exploring new aca250 classes taught by
demic offerings, but
Virtual High School,
they are also gaining
Inc. (VHS).
the experience of
This is made poslearning and sharing
sible thanks to the adideas in an online envent of the Internet.
vironment.”
Shopping, banking
During the pilot
and personal commuprogram, nine stunication have all bendents took VHS online
efited from this techclasses. The school
Megan Dyckman
nology and now eduexpects more students
cation follows suit.
to participate in the coming years.
VHS connects Union Catholic to “We’re very excited about the proits worldwide online network of stu- gram,” Sister Hart said. “This is an
dents and teachers. As one of a select opportunity to teach our students how
few New Jersey schools enrolled in to be responsible users of the Internet
the program, Union Catholic’s stu- and to use innovative technology to
dents have the opportunity to delve expand their academic experiences.”
into their interests by taking accredited courses that go beyond standard
Local Resident to Play
high-school subjects like physics,
Basketball at CAA
history and algebra.
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Senior Fanwood resident Megan
Dyckman is polishing her college Spencer Kolek, a sixth grade student
resume by taking the VHS class at Newark Academy in Livingston
and member of the boys middle school
“Genes and Diseases.”
Instead of reporting to a classroom basketball team, will play a half-hour
for lessons, Megan connects to a virtual game at the Continental Airlines
classroom on her laptop computer, join- Arena prior to the Seton Hall vs.
ing classmates from all over the world. Rutgers Big East Game on WednesThe teacher posts all notes and assign- day, January 3, at 5:30 p.m.
Newark Academy will play the
ments in the virtual classroom, which is
Montville All-Star team. A pre-game
accessible 24 hours a day.
The online classroom also features crowd of 10,000 fans is anticipated.
a message board and private area for
students to communicate with the
Oak Knoll Names
teacher and get feedback on their
Honor Roll Students
work. A site coordinator is available
at Union Catholic to help Megan and
AREA – Timothy Saburn, headto track her progress throughout the master and Mary Sciarrillo, upper
semester.
school principal of Oak Knoll School
Megan said she loves the flexibil- of the Holy Child in Summit recently
ity and different approach to learning announced the names of students
that VHS offers. “I’m already taking whose grades earned them first honor
advanced biology and, since I want to roll status for the first trimester.
be a doctor someday, I wanted a course
Area students include: ninth grader
that would help me further my educa- Victoria Roeck of Westfield, 10th
tion in medicine,” she said. “This grader Katharine Thiemer of
program gives me the opportunity to Mountainside and 12th grader Chrisdo so.”
tine Cobuzzi of Westfield.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE TO VOTERS
OF WESTFIELD
CLOSE OF REGISTRATION FOR VOTING IS NOW
21 DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTION
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS
FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF THE VOTERS, THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF
REGISTRATION WILL BE OPEN ON JANUARY 2ND, 2007 UNTIL 9:00 P.M.
REGISTRATION BY MAIL
ANYONE WISHING TO REGISTER BY MAIL CAN DO SO BY REQUESTING MAIL
REGISTRATION FORMS FROM THE COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION 271 NORTH BROAD
ST ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07028 OR BY CALLING (908) 527-4123.
VOTING REQUIREMENTS
TO VOTE IN UNION COUNTY, A PERSON MUST BE A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES: A
RESIDENT OF NEW JERSEY AND UNION COUNTY FOR 30 DAYS: AND SHALL HAVE
ATTAINED THE AGE OF 18 YEARS BY THE SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION JANUARY
23RD, 2007.
TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION
A VOTER WHO MOVED SHOULD TRANSFER HIS/HER REGISTRATION TO THE NEW
ADDRESS. THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED BY INFORMING THE COMMISSIONER OF
REGISTRATION IN WRITING. SUCH NOTICE MUST BE SIGNED BY EACH VOTER. CHANGE
OF RESIDENCE FORMS CAN BE OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS
AND OFFICES OF THE MUNICIPAL CLERKS. IF YOU HAVE NOT NOTIFIED THE ELECTION
BOARD OF AN ADDRESS CHANGE AND YOU MOVED WITHIN THE COUNTY, YOU WILL BE
PERMITTED TO VOTE THE ELECTION BY DOING THE FOLLOWING:
1)

GO TO THE POLLING PLACE FOR THE ELECTION
DISTRICT OF YOUR CURRENT ADDRESS

2)

TELL THE POLL WORKER YOU ARE REGISTERED TO
VOTE, BUT HAVE MOVED WITHIN THE COUNTY.

3)

YOU WILL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE BY PROVISIONAL
BALLOT.

PROVISIONAL BALLOTS WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE FOR REGISTERED VOTERS. THEY
WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE TO UNREGISTERED PERSONS.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS AS TO YOUR VOTER REGISTRATION STATUS OR POLLING
PLACE LOCATION CALL NOW: (908) 527-4123.
THE DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THE SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION IS JANUARY
2ND, 2007.
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
JUNE S. FISCHER, CHAIRPERSON
MARY ELLEN HARRIS, SECRETARY & COMMISSIONER
JOHN DeSIMONE, BOARD MEMBER
TERESA M. HALE, BOARD MEMBER
WWW.UCNJ.ORG/ELECTIONBOARD
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Pearl Street Gallery Will Present
An Exhibit by SP Photographer
Local Performers Celebrate
The Arts at Jersey Gardens Mall
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Jersey Gardens Mall, New
Jersey’s largest outlet mall, recently
held “Art in the Gardens,” a monthlong celebration of the arts that included several local performers.
An annual occurrence observing
National Arts and Humanities Month,
the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs and the Department of Economic Development
coordinates “Art in the Gardens.”
This year’s performers included the
Shubanjali School of Performing Arts,
Inc. of Scotch Plains, the Chinese
American Music Ensemble (CAME)
of Westfield and Westfield pianist Gil
Scott Chapman.
Mr. Chapman, a junior at Westfield
High School (WHS), performed a
mix of jazz, classical and traditional
gospel selections. Beethoven’s “Sonata” and George Gershwin’s “Summertime” were two of the musical
pieces he performed. Mr. Chapman is
also a member of the WHS Jazz Band,
and he recently performed “Rhapsody in Blue” with the Westfield Orchestra.
CAME, a non-profit organization
formed in 1994, is a program of the
Chinese American Cultural Association, which seeks to promote the ex-

change between Chinese and Western
cultures. CAME consists of separate
choruses for children, young people
and adults, and it is the only chorus in
the state to offer simultaneous choir
music training for groups of all ages.
At “Art in the Gardens,” Dr. Victor
Shen conducted the Young People’s
Chorus and I-Chen Yang conducted
the Children’s Chorus. Both choruses
performed multi-cultural and popular music selections.
“It was nice to see our professional
artists and young talented performers
give something back to the community. It brought the concert to the
audience who may not have the chance
to see this otherwise,” said Christine
Hobble, CAME music director.
CAME is a recipient of Union
County Arts Grants and HEART
Grants.
The Shubanjali School of Performing Arts, Inc., which is also a HEART
Grant recipient, is a non-profit organization promoting South Asian Arts.
At “Art in the Gardens,” Shubanjali
students performed folk and classical
dance from the country of India.
Suba Ramesh Parmar, an awardwinning dancer and choreographer,
founded Shubanjali School Ms.
Parmar is also Shubanjali’s artistic
director.

EAST MEETS WEST…Westfield’s Chinese American Music Ensemble (CAME)
recently performed live at Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth to mark National Art
and Humanities Month.

TAKE THE ST
AGE
STA

Broadway Performer Now
Calls Westfield Home
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The next time you
see an exceptionally attractive 30something woman in downtown
Westfield and think to yourself, “Boy,
she could be on TV or on Broadway,”
maybe you’re staring at Liz
McConahay. She has performed in
both venues.
In November, Ms.
McConahay shared
her talents on stage
in Hackettstown by
creating the role of
Phyllis in the premiere production of
The Dew Point by
Neena Beber, who
won the 2006 OBIE
award for Emerging
Playwright in NY
last spring.
The actress, who
has only lived in
Westfield a little over
two years, was excited about playing Phyllis for the
Centenary Stage Company.
“There is plenty that’s intriguing
about Phyllis,” she told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times in a phone interview. “She’s a
highly recognizable character in terms
of what women in their mid-30’s would
see,” Ms. McConahay explained.
One of the character’s central
struggles is finding a mate/relationship.
Although “She [Phyllis] really is a
heightened eccentric type,” Ms.
McConahay said, there are parallels
in the actress’s personality to the character she played.
“She’s pretty different than I am,
but we both have a sense of humor in
common.”
Since “[playing] stock characters
can be boring,” she looks for a different view of the person.
No matter what part she plays, “I
almost always look for comedy in
tragedy and vice versa,” she explained.
Very often “irony surrounds

someone’s tragedy, and that’s the
nugget of truth you look for in playing a character,” she shared.
And she has played a wide range of
characters in her acting career.
Ms. McConahay, who was classically trained at the Royal National
Theater in England, where her instructors included Sir Peter Hall and
Sir Ian McKellan,
played Estelle in
Broadway’s The Full
Monty, Fraulein Kost
in the Broadway revival of Cabaret and
Alice Beane in the
first National Tour of
Titanic.
In addition to
Broadway,
Ms.
McConahay’s recent
TV credits include
“Unsolved Mysteries” and “Third
Watch.”
When she is not
performing, she finds
herself producing, directing and
teaching.
“Being in such close proximity to
Broadway,” she said, “the area is rife
with opportunities to help others and
to expose new talents.”
She teaches acting and voice privately, but gets most pleasure from
being a part of the National Music
Theater Network that encourages new
work to be produced. “It’s a challenge to connect the right folks to get
their talent matched with the right
venue nationwide.”
“I think the reason that I’m a good
teacher/producer/director,” she said,
“is because I came to NYC at age 25.
I set goals—to star in musicals on
Broadway—and met them. I know the
struggle, the trajectory of ambition
that most young folks experience.”
“At 35, I’m continuing the journey
of creativity. I know I have something
in my heart that I have to contribute,”
she said. “Now I’m making the best
use of my time in giving back to the
[artistic] community.”

“The traditional Indian art form
that was performed at Jersey Gardens
has survived thousands of years,” explained Ms. Parmar.
“Art in the Gardens is an excellent
opportunity for a Union County venue
to host local talent and present it to a
wide and diverse audience,” said Freeholder Vice Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski. “The Board of Chosen
Freeholders is proud to have this annual event in Union County.”
Jersey Gardens Mall opened in
1999, and currently houses 200 stores.
Crystal Stell, marketing director for
Jersey Gardens Mall, explains the
mall’s dedication to the arts.
“Our goal is to raise awareness of
the arts in Union County and the many
artists who deserve recognition for
their achievements,” she said. “We
have been overwhelmed by the local
talent right here in our own backyard.”
For more information about other
programs and services of the Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
contact the Division at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202. They
can be reached by phone at (908)
558-2550, or by e-mail at
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present an exhibit by photographer George Hodges of Scotch Plains
in the gallery space at the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl Street
in Elizabeth.
An exhibit of Mr. Hodges’ photographs titled “Instances of Light” is on
display at the historic Pearl Street Gallery through February 1. Gallery hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
“After a lifetime in the corporate
world, I have spent the last five years

Ledger Names Ragtime
Top 10 NJ Production
WESTFIELD – The Tuesday StarLedger named Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre’s (WYACT)
production of Ragtime to its top 10
New Jersey stage productions of 2006.
WYACT, under Artistic Director
Cynthia Meryl, provides professional
quality performing arts classes for
ages 8 to 18 years. It will hold registration for its second semester classes
on Monday, January 8, from 5 to 7
p.m. at WYACT’s class location: 728
Westfield Avenue in Westfield (formerly Lincoln School, behind Kehler
Stadium).
To receive a class brochure, for
information concerning the WYACT
summer production or to make a taxexempt donation, call (908) 233-3200.

Winter Drama Session
Awaits Young Actors
WESTFIELD – After a successful
initial fall season of the Creative
Drama and Performance Workshop,
director Donna Stein prepares for a
new course, beginning January 9.
Many student and parent accolades
accompanied the previous session’s
production. Parents expressed delight
at the fact that each child was given
individual attention and allowed to
perform an essential role in the presentation of King Harold is Gone.
The story, created and written specifically with the cast members in
mind, centered on King Harold about
to celebrate his 50th birthday. When
he and all the men of the kingdom
disappeared, Queen Charlotte, her
daughters and all the women of the
kingdom had to solve the mysterious
disappearance.
From January 9 to March 30, the
dynamic Creative Drama and Performance Workshop will again give students, in grades 3, 4 and 5, the opportunity to explore the world of the
theater. Held from 3:30 until 5 p.m.
on Tuesdays at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, the 13 sessions consist of
exercises and activities intended to
develop the child’s ability in characterization.
Early classes will focus on movement, concentration, pantomime, improvisation, dialogue, character and
story development. The children will
learn to see, feel and the think the
character from the inside.
During the second half of the workshop, the attention will shift to the
production as the children develop
acting techniques. The participants
will become aware of the importance
of character consistency, dynamics
between characters, dialogue interpretation, staging and physical pictures as they develop poise and confidence on the stage. The class will
culminate in a performance for friends
and family in March.
Miss Stein, who holds a Bachelor
of Science degree from Southern Connecticut State University and a Master of Arts degree from Seton Hall

University. She taught various grade
levels in the Westfield public school
system and has been a staff member
in the creative writing and drama
departments at the Westfield Summer Workshop. For the past four years,
she has judged New Jersey high school
productions as an evaluator for the
Paper Mill Playhouse’s Rising Star
Awards Program.
Registration is currently in progress
for the Creative Drama and Performance Workshop. Applications forms
are available at the New Jersey Workshop for The Arts (NJWA) studios at
150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield, or by calling (908) 7899696. Visit the NJWA at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Choral Art Society
Performs Elijah
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc., will perform Mendelsohn’s Elijah on Saturday, January 20, at 8 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located on Mountain Avenue at East
Broad Street.
Considered by many critics
Mendelssohn’s greatest work, Elijah
was written a few years before the
composer’s death in 1847 at the age
of 38. Its first performance, with the
composer himself conducting, was at
the 1846 Birmingham Festival in
England.
James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the evening’s
performance. Mr. Little has been the
director of the Choral Art Society of
New Jersey since the spring of 1999.
Soloists include Andi Campbell, soprano; Luthian Brackett, Alto; Mark
Bleeke, tenor; and Dale Livingston,
bass as Elijah.
The Choral Art Society Orchestra
will accompany the chorus. Admission is $20, $15 for seniors and students, at the door. Tickets are available at boogiestickets.com.
For information, call (908) 6545737.

Hodges’ Chinook Arctic Wolf

pursuing technical and artistic expertise in fine art and travel photography,” Mr. Hodges said. “This includes
much traveling, studying, and time
waiting for the correct light. The excitement I get when I find the image
in the physical world is why I do this.”
Mr. Hodges was born and raised in
New York City, attended school there,
served in the U.S. Air Force, and

worked in the telecommunications
industry for 30 years. He has resided
in Scotch Plains for 25 years.
He has recently shot the cover photo
for “Return of the Wolf,” the Wildlife
Conservation Society Wild Explorations Student Guide.
Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery are welcome
to apply. For more information about
the Pearl Street Gallery or to learn
about other programs, services and
volunteer opportunities, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202. Interested
parties are asked to call (908) 5582550. NJ Relay users can dial 711 or
send e-mail to: culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

POPCORN™

The Pursuit of Happyness:
Heartwarming, by all Rights
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

In The Pursuit of Happyness, starring
Will Smith as a father struggling against
all odds to make a future for himself and
his son (Jaden Smith), there are few
surprises. That’s because you either know
the true story, written for the screen by
Steve Conrad, or simply because you’ve
seen a movie or two in your time.
Interestingly, you don’t mind.
There’s an inherent tradeoff. Just this
go-round, of course, you’ll skip the
avant-garde cineaste stuff in favor of
old-fashioned, feel good fare. An empathic lead and the tacit promise of a
rainbow at journey’s end see to that.
What’s rather impressive is how, with
all these cats out of the bag, director
Gabriele Muccino still manages to
maintain a modicum of suspense. At
junctures, he makes you wonder. Perhaps he’ll change the tale, pull a fast
one in the pursuit of artistic expression.
We think, he better not. This poor
guy Chris Gardner needs a break. And
we’d like the vicarious experience.
It fits our character…the HoratioAlger
of it all. If hardworking, persevering
Chris doesn’t deserve to pull himself out
of the muck and mire of poor circumstances and bad luck, who then? Worse
yet, wither goest the American Dream?
Though, he sure is up against it.
When first we make the thirtysomething’s acquaintance, he’s running all around the San Francisco
Bay Area trying to sell an apartment
full of bone density scanners to physicians. They were to be his future.
Seriocomically reminiscent of how
Jackie Gleason’s Ralph Kramden (The
Honeymooners) would put himself into
hock for an albeit more outlandish
stock of get rich quick gizmos and
gadgets, the going is rough. Making it
worse, wife Linda (Thandie Newton)
exhibits neither the love nor succor
that Alice so charitably possessed.
The machines go largely unsold,
the rent goes several months unpaid.
Then, adding insult to injury in Linda’s
eyes, Chris hatches another plan.
It comes to him whilst a welldressed executive parks his red Ferrari
308 GTS in front of an office building. He asks the fellow what he does.
“I’m a stockbroker.”
After no small amount of inveigling,
wheedling and jockeying, Chris gets
into the vaunted internship program at
Dean Witter and Reynolds. Meaning
no pay. No promise of a job, either.
Chris might as well have informed
the wife that he had just purchased
some magic beans. The laundress,

who has been pulling double shifts,
washes the man right out of her hair.
Our would-be tycoon insists that the
boy stays with him.
One parent, one child…pals against
the world. There’s a built in appeal.
Bleak as things may get, there is a
sadly hopeful solace in the lasting
relationship that can be sown.
Our heartstrings are expertly
strummed. Having been tossed out of
their cheap motel room, Chris and his
little namesake, played, incidentally,
by Smith’s real-life son, take up residence in a subway station bathroom.
Optimizing a running gag that
threads through the tale, Mr. Gardner
manufactures a hearth and home of
the mind by pretending the bone density scanner is a time machine. Together, always the key word, they are
transported to prehistoric times.
There’s nothing like running from
wooly mammoths to make you bond.
Meanwhile, in the daytime, somehow managing to scrub the trappings
of poverty from his person, Chris
mounts a courageous campaign to
succeed at Dean Witter. Hope dangles.
At the end of the tunnel, there’ll be an
opening for just one broker. Gosh
knows, no one ever wanted it more.
Here’s where director Muccino errs.
Granted, there’s no real way to offset
the script’s 800-pound gorilla of predictability. Still, a bit more confidence
would have been in order. The ceaseless array of stumbling blocks tossed
in Chris’s path only gilds the lily.
I.e.- Rushing off in an attempt to
see a potentially important account
deigning to allot only a precious few
minutes of his time, Chris is snagged
by his instructor. This time it isn’t to
get a cup of coffee. Instead, would he
please move his car? Groan.
We get the idea, but surely there
must have been an interesting sidelight to Gardner’s travail. Was there
no new love interest? A fictionalized
counterpoint would be permissible.
The right subtext might have not only
softened the film’s inevitability, but
given it a more robust feel.
All the same, this is a heartwarming
time at the movies. Which, in summation, prompts a variation on Bette Davis’s
closing line in Now, Voyager (1942):
Let’s don’t ask for a perfect movie. We
have the Pursuit of Happyness.
****
The Pursuit of Happyness, rated PG13, is a Columbia Pictures release
directed by Gabriele Muccino and stars
Will Smith, Thandie Newton and Jaden
Smith. Running time: 117 minutes

Area Musicians Impress
During Wardlaw Concert
AREA – At the Wardlaw-Hartridge Brown accompanied the ensemble.
(W-H) School in Edison on Thursday, Next, Sun Young on piano and flutist
December 14, guests enjoyed holiday Mi Reu Park offered a duet of Griffes’
musical performances by Upper “Poem for Flute and Piano.”
School students, including several
Finally, the Upper School Concert
Westfield and Scotch Plains residents. Choir, led by Middle School/Upper
Faculty, administrators and guests re- School Chorus teacher Jennifer
ceived the concert as the best Upper Randolph performed “Sure on This
School concert expeShining Night” with
rienced in memory.
Sun Young playing
Violinist Sun
piano, “Dance of the
Young Park of
Sugar-Plum Fairy,”
Scotch
Plains
“O
Magnum
amazed the audiMysterium” and
ence with her per“Angels We Have
formance of Camille
Heard on High.”
Saint-Saens’ “IntroMembers of the
duction and Rondo
audience were inCaporiccioso.” Invited to join the construmental music
cert choir in the
teacher and chair“Hallelujah Choperson of the music
rus.” Alums includdepartment Jane
ing Frank Minniti of
Brown accompaScotch Plains and
nied her.
STUNNING SOLO…Sun Young Kyle English gathNext, the Upper Park of Scotch Plains impressed ered on the risers
School Chorale, led the audience with her violin solo, with guests such as
by music teacher which received a standing ovation. Head of School AnJennifer Randolph,
drew Webster, Colperformed “Erev Shel Shoshanim” lege Counselor Lisa Lentz, current
and “In Excelsis Deo!” with Sun parent Vicki Isler, several members
Young playing piano. Mrs. Brown of the Board of Trustees, as well as
also accompanied Sun Young during Lower School Head, Regina Bassoula jazz performance of “Trio for Pi- Restivo and French teacher, Gayle
ano, Violin, and Alto Saxophone” with Fredericks.
Edison resident Daniel Treppel.
Other local performers include:
The W-H Choral Arts Society, Westfield residents Raphael Eidus,
which is directed by Matthew Forman Alice Ren and Justin Schwartz, and
of Scotch Plains, performed “Stop- Scotch Plains residents Mark
ping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,” Badalamenti, Michael Mietlicki, Reid
as well as “We Three Kings.” Mrs. Miller, Alyssa Torpey.

HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) select chorus entertained a packed house at the Manya Ungar Auditorium on December 20 with beautiful songs of the holiday season. There are more
than 200 students involved in five ensembles at the high school, all of them led by
choral director John Brzozowski, who is an SPFHS alum. The next musical event
at SPFHS is the Pops Concert at 7:30 p.m. on January 31, 2007, featuring the
music of the Moonglowers, SPF Jazz, the High School Orchestra and more.

CATCH IT WHILE YOU CAN…Contagious Drama Workshop’s Creative
Dramatics class, inspired by a story read in class, put on a play concerning
homelessness.

