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Courtesy of Westfield Fire Department
ASSISTING MOTORIST (March 2)…Westfield firefighters work to free a
trapped motorist from a Jeep Cherokee after the vehicle overturned following an
accident at Westfield Avenue and Washington Street. The driver was taken to
University Hospital in Newark.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHO NEEDS A FORT? (February 26)...A weekend snowstorm led to school
cancellations and gave area children (and adults) a chance to enjoy the snow buildup.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE WANT A CONTRACT (February 9)…More than 300 members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA) demonstrate for a new contract
outside Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School last Wednesday afternoon. Repre-
sentatives of the board of education and the SPFEA met with a fact finder on
March in an effort to reach a settlement.

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-9

Sports ............ 13-18
Real Estate .... 13-18
Classifieds .... 19

Obituary ........ 20
Education ...... 21-22
A&E .............. 23-24

William Legg

Gregory Kasko

STANDING BUT QUIET
(May 18)...The cell tower at
Fire Station Number Two in
Scotch Plains looks ready to
go.

CLOSING DOWN (Febru-
ary 2)…David Sutter, owner
of Lancaster, Ltd, on Elm
Street, closed his store after
45 years. Mr. Sutter owned
the store for 20 years.

Horace R. Corbin, Fred K. Lecomte and Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED (June 1)...Active and retired servicemen and women march in Westfield’s annual Memorial Day parade; CLASS OF 2006 (June 8)...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior class spell out
their graduating year at the school’s annual Senior Day; HILLCREST (June 22)...Hillcrest Academy South is located at Lincoln School on Westfield Avenue in Westfield, with Kehler Stadium visible in the background. The Westfield Board of Education
opted to not renew the lease of Lincoln School to Hillcrest, operated by the Union County Educational Services Commission (UCESC). The State Education Commission gave the UCESC until the end of the 2007 school year to vacate the building;
THE KID IN THE HAT (March 9)...Children at Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield dress up in Dr. Seuss hats as part of the school’s second-annual Read-a-Thon.

Lancaster Ltd. Closes; Choye and Petix Retire; Freeholders Scrap
Ponderosa Plan; SP and Cops Settle Reverse Discrimination Lawsuit

JANUARY
Westfield

The year kicked off with United
States Attorney Christopher Christie
swearing in Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
The mayor emphasized the importance
of communicating with him through
his Saturday office hours, controlling
development, improving traffic and
pedestrian safety, along with promot-
ing continued observation of town hot
spots. Town council members were
sworn in as well. Judges John Toriello,
John Boyle, Douglas Fasciale and
William Wertheimer swore in First
Ward Councilman Sal Caruana, Sec-
ond Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, Third Ward Councilman
David Haas and Fourth Ward Council-
man Tom Bigosinski.

At its first meeting of the year, the
board of education began discussing
selling the Elm Street administrative
building and moving the staff to Lin-
coln School on Westfield Avenue, as
well as holding Kindergarten and pre-
school classes there.

The town council stated its inten-
tion to repeal the redevelopment dis-
tinction for parking lots one and eight.

Sal Caruana: “Basically, what we
did was have a specific project and
strategy in mind and knowing the end
game, did a redevelop-
ment strategy to accom-
plish this result (park-
ing deck). Now what
we’ve done is open the
door…to some risk in
these areas by living
with the designation.
We have opened the
door to a fast track for
some other council for
some other use to gain
a leg up on utilization
on those two areas.”

The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office began investigat-
ing an altercation that allegedly oc-
curred between former Westfield Po-
lice Chief Bernard Tracy and town
Police Officer Gregory Kasko. The
incident allegedly occurred during
the evening of January 4 at police
headquarters.

The Woman’s Club of Westfield
marked its 110th anniversary.

Workmen began preparing for the
installation of traffic lights at the in-
tersection on East Broad Street with
Central and Mountain Avenues.

A three-alarm fire caused moder-
ate damage to the medical offices of
Dr. John Tabachnick on Westfield

Avenue and extensive structural dam-
age to apartments on the second and
third floors.

Scotch Plains
Randolph Brause, who has served

as the public defender for the past six
years, was appointed town prosecu-
tor and Thomas Russo
was appointed public
defender. Alice Agran
and Ken Greenman
were reappointed to the
planning board for four-
year terms and Ken
Anderson and James
Fawcett were reap-
pointed to the zoning
board of adjustment for
four-year terms.

The state Department
of Transportation
(DOT) awarded a
$175,000 grant that will
be used for roadway
improvements to East
Second Street.

The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) decided to scrap the
standardized assessment test,
TerraNova, currently used for stu-
dents in grades five through seven,
and replace them with a test that com-

plies with the new
2005-2006 interim as-
sessments ordered by
the state — the New
Jersey Proficiency As-
sessment of State Stan-
dards (NJPASS).

Fanwood
Bruce Walsh and Joan

Wheeler were sworn in
as new members of the
borough council. They
were each presented
with a plaque from As-
semblywoman Linda

Stender, a Fanwood resident and
former mayor. Councilwoman Donna
Dolce was named the council presi-
dent. With the addition of Mr. Walsh
and Ms. Wheeler, Fanwood Demo-
crats took a 7-0 majority. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr appointed Laura DiFabrizio
as borough prosecutor and Kelly Wa-
ters as borough public defender.

Garwood
The borough’s BOE reported on

the final stages of the Lincoln School
expansion and renovation project, an-
nouncing their hope that the project
would be completed by spring.

The borough council adopted a lo-
cal ordinance prohibiting registered

sex offenders from residing or loiter-
ing within 2,500 feet of any school,
park, playground, recreation area, day
care facility or school bus stop.

Mountainside
Councilmen Keith Turner was sworn

in for a new term. He has been a
councilman for 16
years. Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick swore in
Councilman Paul
Mirabelli to his new
term. Mr. Mirabelli was
named council presi-
dent for 2006, his 10th
year as a councilman.

The BOE passed a
motion to charge $175
per month for each pre-
school student who is
“non-disabled.” Previ-
ously, the pre-school
program for three and
four-year-olds, was
free by state mandate.
Chief School Admin-
istrator Richard
O’Malley explained

that the cost of running the public
preschool is “substantial” – upwards
of $100,000 per year.

Regional
Al Mirabella of Fanwood and Bette

Jane Kowalski of Cranford were
named chairman and vice-chair-
woman, respectively, of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi and Freeholders Angel
Estrada, Rick Proctor and Nancy Ward
were sworn in to new terms.

Mr. Mirabella’s initiatives include
enhancing the county’s website, cre-
ation of a virtual online library linked
to the county website and creation of
a standing freeholder
committee on inter-
governmental rela-
tions.

Al Faella was named
acting director of the
Union County Eco-
nomic Development
Department, replacing
James Daley, who re-
signed.

The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) commission-
ers considered a pro-
posal from United Wa-
ter to privatize the
utility’s operations.

The county an-
nounced a hiring freeze
throughout the county
budget process.

Former Union County Manager
Ann Baran, the first woman to serve
in that capacity, died of breast cancer.

County Manager George Devanney
unveiled a $413-million executive bud-
get that is $23 million or 5.9 percent
over 2005. The proposed $228.3 mil-
lion tax levy would hike county taxes
in 19 of the 21 towns in the county.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan was
elected chairman of the North Jersey
Transportation Authority’s Board of
Trustees.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

After 45 years in Westfield,
Lancaster Ltd. closed its doors. David
Sutter, who owned the store for 20
years, announced his retirement.
Chico’s clothing store became the
new tenant after relocating from East
Broad Street.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea implemented disciplinary ac-
tions against suspended Westfield Po-
lice Detective Sandra Chambers after
she was found guilty on five of seven

charges following a disciplinary hear-
ing. Detective Chambers was charged
with trying to have a ticket voided for
her son and for lying during an inter-
nal investigation by the Westfield
Police Department. The official
charges against her were false swear-
ing, official misconduct, neglect of
duty, striking a summons from the
record, conduct unbecoming an em-
ployee and attempt to use authority to
control or modify another employee’s
action. Detective Chambers was of-
fered, and accepted, her job back start-
ing February 21.

Edward Trancinna retired after
serving as the Westfield Blue Devils
football coach for 19 years. He con-
tinues to serve as athletic director.

Authorities continued their inves-
tigation into the theft of the collection
money from St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church, totaling some
$17,000 to $20,000. It is believed the
theft occurred on January 22.

After 26 years as Westfield High
School’s principal, Robert Petix an-
nounced his retirement effective June
30. “The school is in good shape; I
don’t think there’s any unfinished
business that I’ll hand over to my
successor,” he said. “The major rea-
son I’m leaving is because I’m older.
I’m 63 years old and people say
there’ll come a time when you don’t
want to be here anymore. My enthu-
siasm not only has not waned; it’s
gotten greater, greater than ever.”

Town Parking Director John Mor-
gan tendered his resignation to
Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
and Mr. Gildea. Mr. Morgan accepted
a job offer from an international park-
ing-systems company.

Scotch Plains
Director of public

property Walter DiNizo
retired after 20 years of
public works service
and more than 13 years
as director of public
property in Scotch
Plains. “I will miss the
wonderful people” in
the department, he told
The Leader/Times on
his final day at the of-
fice. He called the two
dozen public works em-
ployees “great” and
“talented” people who
helped him, he said,
“make Scotch Plains a
better place to live.”

Nearly 300 teachers
from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district

turned out for a “Unity Rally” at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
picketing along Westfield Road as
they rallied for a new contract. The
previous contract expired on June 30,
2005.

On February 13, the planning board
meeting to discuss Union County’s
intention to lease the former Sevell
property on Cooper Road so that it
could be turned into a Green Mead-
ows Children’s Farm was halted due
to lack of capacity for the crowd.
Residents later took their opposition
to a county freeholders’ meeting, who
scratched the plan in favor of soccer
fields, announced later in the year.

The BOE chose to reinstate the
freshman soccer program at SPFHS.

Fanwood
Fanwood resident Raj Mukherji,

21, was indicted by a federal grand
jury on charges of impersonating a
U.S. Defense Intelligence agent, fraud
in connection with unauthorized use
and possession of false identification
documents and lying to the FBI when

questioned about the source of those
credentials. Mr. Mukherji was previ-
ously indicted by a state grand jury in
November of 2005 on charges of stalk-
ing two women, witness
tampering, burglary and
contempt of court.

Mountainside
After 16 years of ser-

vice to Mountainside,
Borough Clerk Judy
Osty announced her re-
tirement effective
March 31. She was re-
placed by Martha De
Jesus.

Garwood
The borough’s new

Chief of Police, Will-
iam Legg, was sworn in by Mayor
Dennis McCarthy. Chief Legg re-
places outgoing Chief Dennis Lesak,
who announced his retirement after
28 years of service with the depart-
ment.

Regional
The county freeholders approved a

plan to add twilight golfing tee-times
at the county’s four public golf course.

Berkeley Heights was named one
of finalists for the new location of the
New York Jets’ training camp.
Florham Park eventually was chosen
as the team’s new home as of 2008.

The freeholders proposed privatiz-
ing the county’s golf courses and
eliminating the county’s portion of
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
Program.

The Bush administration approved
a deal to turn over terminal opera-
tions of six United States ports to
Dubai Ports World, as state-owned
company in the United Arab Emir-
ates. After heavy opposition the deal,
Dubhai sold its American operations
to American International Group’s
asset management division, Global
Investment Group.

MARCH
Westfield

The Downtown Westfield
Corporation’s (DWC) downtown im-

provement plan in-
cludes work on the
South Avenue station
square, Central Av-
enue corridor, integra-
tion of parking lot im-
provements, pedes-
trian walkways, new
street lighting fixtures,
brick pavers, new trees
protected by iron fenc-
ing and a downtown
sidewalk replacement
plan. Representing the
town council on the

DWC, First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said, “The finance commit-
tee is going to recommend that the
council adopt the first phase of the
improvement plan on a 50/50 basis.
The financing goal for phase two
should be a three-way partnership
between the town, the DWC and the
grants.”

The town council’s finance com-
mittee faced $1.3 million in man-
dated and fixed costs, as well as lower
revenue projections. In addition, the
town would not learn of state aid
figures until after Governor Jon
Corzine’s budget address on March
12.“There are four or five big areas
that are big negative effects in 2006,”
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.

Allison O’Hara, president of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC), officially announced
her plans to resign effective April 28.
Ms. O’Hara said her husband had
received a job transfer that would
relocate their family to Colorado.

The BOE adopted a tentative 2006-
2007 school budget of $79,491,415
on March 14. The proposed school

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER‘Cost of Education’ Report
Criticized at State Hearing

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION — The New Jersey De-
partment of Education’s recently re-
leased report on “The Cost of Educa-
tion” and its plans to change the for-
mula for calculating state education
aid were the subject of a public hear-
ing Tuesday at Kean University.

The report states that its purpose is
“to calculate the costs that New Jer-
sey school districts face in meeting
state performance and accountability
standards.” The 98-page report in-
tends to address a per-student base
cost and focuses on adjusting the base
cost to reflect the needs of special-
needs students.

The Professional Judgment Panel
(PJP) created a table to identify me-
dian base cost and added costs in
New Jersey schools. The piece of the
report causing backlash from school
districts throughout the state is found
on page two, stating: “It is critical to
note, however, that panelists only
identified a set of resources to be used
in a series of hypothetical school sce-
narios and did not specifically exam-
ine any existing school or district in
the state. It is therefore not appropri-
ate to suggest that any specific re-
sources or programs identified by the
panels should be applied in all New
Jersey schools. Nor can the report be
used to determine which portion of
these resources should be paid for at
the state or local level.”

The panel included Lucille Davy,
the New Jersey Commissioner of Edu-
cation, Allen Dupree from the New
Jersey Department of Education Di-
vision of Finance Office of School
funding and Justin Silverestein from
Augenblick, Palaich and Association,
Inc. (an education consulting firm). A
total of 27 speakers addressed the
panel,  including two broadcasted
from the County College of Morris in
Randolph.

Ms. Davy started the hearing by
saying, “It is important for you to
know that this is the first in a series of
hearings…we’re here to listen.” She
said there would be more hearings in
the new year.

One of the main concerns for the
majority of speakers at the hearing
was how Abbott schools would be
affected. The New Jersey Supreme
Court case Abbott v. Burke resulted
in requiring the legislature to pro-
vide equal funding; therefore, edu-
cating urban students at the same
level as suburban districts. There
are 31 Abbott schools in New Jer-
sey with an estimated 320,000 stu-
dents.

Rosie Grant from the Paterson Edu-
cation Fund was the first speaker at
the second hearing of the day. “I
believe all New Jersey children should
succeed” and they need the appropri-
ate aid to do that, she said. “Those
that have more get more in education
in New Jersey…we need to make
provisions for all children through-
out New Jersey.”

“The numbers cannot be trusted.
These cookie-cutter examples are not
based on real New Jersey students,
schools, or communities…I ask you
to conduct a realistic study,” Ms. Grant
said.

Richard Noonan, superintendent
of Madison public schools, said
“Common sense would be to look at
actual experience before using a hy-
pothetical model, which the report
does not do.” He added that the Madi-
son schools are asking to stop using
this report and embrace a new for-
mula.

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan of
Union questioned Ms. Davy directly
about why the data in the report is
from 2003, which she would not an-

swer. Mr. Cryan objected to the 98-
page report, which he deemed old
and lacking real data. “I stand proud
for Abbott…school funding needs to
be for every kid in the state,” he said.

Carl Kruger from Rutgers’s Insti-
tute on Education Law and Policy
said the Department of Education
needs to start all over and that there
are real available models throughout
the state.

Donna Jackson, representing the
United Parent Network, said: “I’m
gonna fight for all children, no matter
where they’re from.” “Stop playing
black versus white and urban versus
suburban…the bottom line is we’re
dealing with this thing from (idiocy),”
she said.

Raymond Bandlow, superintendent
of Hillside public schools said, “The
problem is not spending, its
funding…money has been frozen for
years from all districts besides
Abbott’s…wealthy districts can go to
property taxes, [but Hillside] can’t.”

“For the school districts designated
as Abbott districts…it is a battle about
the State of New Jersey’s investment
in the future,” said Ronald Lee, the
school business administrator for the
Newark public schools. “It is a battle
that pits suburbs against cities, com-
munity against community and tax-
payer against taxpayer, in a state that
is reported to be the highest per-capita
income and the second most segre-
gated in the nation.”

“The recommendations, as pre-
sented in the reports on ‘Public School
Funding Reform’ and ‘Cost of Edu-
cation,’ will significantly reduce aid
to Abbott Districts and (do) not ad-
dress the particularized needs of stu-
dents in New Jersey’s high poverty,
high minority urban schools as man-
date by the New Jersey Supreme Court
rulings under Abbott v. Burke,” Mr.
Lee added.

Also present at the second hearing
was William Foley, uperintendent of
Westfield. “What doesn’t the report
tell us?” he questioned. “It does not
provide a guide for a ‘super’ county
superintendent to cut school district
costs, nor does it offer a model for a
county school district. It does not tell
us what it costs to meet the New
Jersey state standards; or how much it
costs to teach a child to read…Means
and medians, not to mention profes-
sional judgment panels, cannot ac-
count for the wide differences in ac-
tual expenditures and district needs.”

“While I would like to hope that it
will be the department’s recommen-
dation and ultimately the law that
many more school districts will re-
ceive equalization aid, in fact this
number has been shrinking. At least
part of the reason for the steady rise in
local property taxes has been state aid
numbers that have been frozen for
five years,” he said.

“There is no shortage of ideas for
providing an effective funding for-
mula. What we have is a shortage of
money …Certainly, the public wants
to lower property taxes, but they do
not want to lower school quality,” Mr.
Foley said.

Lorenzo Richardson from the Con-
cerned Citizens Coalition and from
the Jersey City schools, said “The
only purpose of this report, other
than being used for bathroom mate-
rial, is to realize that this report was
just thrown together” and not to cut
the kids out because they are the
future.

The Report on the Cost of Educa-
tion is available at www.state.nj.us/
njded/news/2006/report.pdf. Ar-
chives from all three of the hearings
can be found at njedge.net or on the
Department of Education’s website,
state.nj.us/education.

Westfield
Saturday, December 9, Christopher

Garcia, 19, of Mountainside was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Central and
Lenox Avenues on charges of driving
while intoxicated (DWI), possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and un-
lawful possession of prescription drugs.
He was released on his own recognizance
and released to a responsible adult.

Sunday, December 10, Thomas Cleary,
32, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
Avenue and Grove Street and charged
with DWI. Subsequently, he also was
charged with refusal to submit to an
Alcotest. Cleary was released to his brother.

Sunday, December 10, Everic L.
Underwood, Jr., 33, of Piscataway was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
Hillcrest Avenue and Cornwall Drive on
contempt of court motor vehicle warrants
from Piscataway, with $1,000 bail, and
South Plainfield, with $170 bail. He was
released on his own recognizance per
Piscataway authorities and then posted
bail on the South Plainfield warrant.

Sunday, December 10, Jose Miranda,
48, of Edison was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a contempt of court
motor vehicle warrant from Woodbridge.
He was released after posting $120 bail.

Monday, December 11, Edward Carter,
32, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Dorian Road and
Scotch Plains Avenue and charged with
obstruction of justice for allegedly refus-
ing to give police identification informa-
tion. Police said his identity ultimately
was determined through fingerprinting.

Carter also was taken into custody on an
outstanding no-bail Union County Sheriff’s
Department warrant; a $750 Piscataway
motor vehicle warrant and a $150 Westfield
motor vehicle warrant. He was turned over
to the Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, December 11, a motor vehicle
was burglarized in a parking lot in the 800
block of Forest Avenue. Someone broke a
window and removed the vehicle’s navi-
gational system, valued at $200.

Monday, December 11, a Woodbrook
Circle resident reported a burglary at his
home in which $800 in jewelry was re-
moved from the his master bedroom. Po-
lice said there was no sign of forced entry.

Tuesday, December 12, Anthony L.
Ball, 50, of East Orange was arrested at
the Northern State Prison in Avenel on a
criminal warrant issued by Westfield. He
was transported to the Union County jail
and held on $1, 240 bail.

Wednesday, December 13, Christopher
Montemurro, 24, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and with
possession of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Hort Street. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons pend-
ing a court date.

Wednesday, December 13, a North Av-
enue resident reported the theft of a Garmin
navigational system from her motor vehicle
while it was parked at a local repair station.

Wednesday, December 13, Telesfozo
Lozano, 27, of Red Bank was arrested at
Red Bank police headquarters on outstand-
ing Westfield warrants – one criminal and
one motor vehicle – each with bail of $250.
He was held in lieu of bail pending trans-
port to the Union County jail.

Thursday, December 14, Francisca P.
Torres-Hernandez, 29, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with shoplifting ear-
rings from a North Avenue store. She was
released with a summons.

Thursday, December 14, Margaret L.
Macnish, 19, of Elizabeth was arrested at
the Elizabeth Police Department on a
traffic warrant from Westfield. She was
held on $500 bail.

Friday, December 15, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations at
Central Avenue and Laurel Place, Arhmad
Carson, 28, of East Orange was arrested
on open motor vehicle warrants from East
Orange, for $311, and Morris Plains, for
$104. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, December 16, a resident of
the 1900 block of Grandview Avenue
reported that his home was burglarized.
Entry was gained through an unlocked
kitchen door. A camcorder, two digital
cameras and a woman’s purse containing
various items of personal property were
reported missing.

Saturday, December 16, Miguel A.
Sauceda, 20, of Cranford was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters pursuant
to a contempt of court traffic warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court.
He was released after posting $500 bail.

Fanwood
Thursday, December 14, Sameerah A.

Henderson, 28, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop and
charged with providing police with false
information. After further investigation,
she was also charged with outstanding
warrants out of Newark and Paramus.

Thursday, December 14, Randy Cano,
20, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing Newark warrant following a field

investigation on Martine Avenue.
Thursday, December 14, Annyck S.

Rogers, 25, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Springfield warrant after a
field investigation.

Friday, December 15, Zhong J. Xiap,
40, of Chicago, Illinois was arrested and
charged with a no-bail immigration/de-
portation warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Friday, December 15, Thomas Monaco,
44, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Union County
Sheriff’s Department warrant. He was also
charged with being in possession of pre-
scription drugs not belonging to him.

Friday, December 15, Lori D. Rouse,
21 of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing West Orange warrant following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, December 16, Edward Grif-
fin, 62, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Union
County Sheriff’s Department warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, December 16, two 17-year old
juveniles, a 16-year old juvenile and a 15-
year old juvenile, all from South Plainfield,
were arrested and charged with theft after
police stopped their car containing a stolen
item. According to police, authorities were
alerted to a theft of a holiday lawn ornament
from a home on Jefferson Avenue, which
the youths were in possession of.

Sunday, December 18, Jack Hargrove,
55, of Somerset was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an
outstanding South Orange warrant. He
was also charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, December 13, a resident

of Edgewood Terrace reported that sev-
eral lawn ornaments were stolen from the
front of his house. The ornaments were
valued at $180.

Thursday, December 14, a resident of
Rahway Road reported when he returned
home he noticed his house had been ran-
sacked and several items were missing.

Friday, December 15, a resident of Cly-
desdale Road reported that a UPS package
was removed from his front porch. The
package contained several business items
and were valued at $200, police said.

Saturday, December 16, a resident of
Summit Road reported that while attend-
ing a party someone removed her cell
phone from her purse.

Sunday, December 17, a resident of
East Second Street reported that someone
removed a decoration from his front lawn.

Sunday, December 17, a resident of Short
Hills Lane reported that someone used his
credit card without authorization. It is un-
known at this time how individuals ob-
tained the credit card number, police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 12, a resident of

Queens Lane reported that someone made
purchases and opened up a UPS shipping
account using their credit card without
authorization. The incident is under in-
vestigation.

Friday, December 15, a resident of
Cherry Hill Road reported being the vic-
tim of attempted fraud. According to po-
lice, the victim was selling a car over the
Internet and received an e-mail from a
potential buyer who said he would like to
purchase the car for a client in Saudi Arabia.

The potential buyer said his client sent
a check for more than the asking price and
asked the victim to send a check for the
overage back to his client, police said.
The victim said he was no longer inter-
ested in selling the car and no deal was
made, police said.

According to police, this type of Internet
scam is a fraud tactic and police urge resi-
dents to be aware of it. The buyer writes an
international check for more than the asking
price of an item and then asks the victim to
return the overpayment, police said. Since
an international check takes longer to clear,
the suspects cash the reimbursement check
and cancel payment on the original check.
Captain R. Osieja urges residents to be
aware of this type of fraud stating, “If it’s too
good to be true, it usually is.”

Friday, December 15, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that someone
damaged the door handle and steering
column of his vehicle. According to po-
lice, nothing was reported missing at this
time.

Friday, December 15, Edderson Nunez,
33, of Springfield was arrested for driv-
ing without a valid driver’s license fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
for excessive smoke.

Friday, December 15, Nathaniel
Seawright, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with an outstanding warrant
out of Linden in the amount of $1,000.

Friday, December 15, Brigitta, K.
Nioche, 67, of New York City was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after police
noticed a suspicious vehicle.

Saturday, December 16, Herman A.
Warner, 52, of Somerville was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 at New Providence Road.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WANTING TO BE CHIEF THIEF…Junior Erin Miller, left, of the Westfield High
School girls basketball team had three steals and 22 points in a 51-47 win over
Linden on December 15. Blue Devil Casey El Koury, No. 12, gets into the action.

Mountainside Sees Changes
in Key Municipal Positions

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Mayor Robert Viglianti announced at
Tuesday night’s council meeting that
the borough has come to a financial
agreement with its new chief financial
officer (CFO). Jill Goode has accepted
the borough’s offer for a one-year
$43,000 contract beginning January 1.

The new CFO will replace Dianne
Marus, who is retiring effective De-
cember 31. Ms. Marus also is finance
director for Montclair Township.

Under a new ordinance, Ms. Marus
will continue to work part-time as
supervisor of accounts until the fall
of 2007 to help transition Ms. Goode
into the position. Ms. Marus’s salary
for the part-time, temporary position
will be $15,000.

Mayor Viglianti also announced the
resignation of the borough’s public
defender, Kelly Waters, who has ac-
cepted a judgeship in Union Township.
The mayor said Ms. Waters has recom-
mended a “very competent” attorney,
but said he could not bring the recom-
mendation to the council as of yet.

The mayor said the borough might
go through reorganization in January
with no public defender in place.

The borough council also passed
several resolutions. One would allow
borough employees eligible for the
State Health Benefits Program to waive
their health coverage for financial in-
centive.

The new incentive program offers
employees a rebate at 50 percent of the
cost of the least expensive Cigna pro-
gram for which they are eligible. In-
centives will be distributed at the end
of each “calendar quarter.” If employ-
ees choose to reinstate coverage, un-
paid incentives would be “forfeited.”
Employees must work at least three
months to be eligible for the rebate.

The previous incentive plan, started
last year, offered 25 percent of the

plan’s cost, but the borough received
complaints from employees.

Incentives are considered taxable
income and do not go towards em-
ployee pension plans. Projections in-
dicate the new plan stands to save the
borough $24,000 in benefits costs if
all employees participate.

Another resolution allows the bor-
ough to accept a bid by Jersey One
Auto Sales, Inc. in Jersey City to buy
two of the borough’s surplus vehicles.
The company would pay $470 for a
1993 Ford Ranger with 71,432 miles
last used by the recreation department.
Jersey One would pay $930 for a 1995
Chevy Caprice with 93,029 miles last
used by the fire department.

The council approved a raffle ap-
plication from Soroptimist Interna-
tional of the Greater Westfield area
for an off premise 50/50 raffle and on
premise silent auction.

In other news, Councilman Keith
Turner warned residents of “gypsy
contractors” approaching
homeowners in a “neighboring” com-
munity. He said the contractors offer
chimney and driveway repair services.

“They will take your money and not
do the service or do a poor service,” he
said, adding that these contractors do
not use “proper” driveway sealant.

Mr. Turner asked residents to con-
tact the police if these contractors
approach them.

When asked if the contractors must
be registered with the borough, Mayor
Viglianti said they only have to be
registered if the work requires a permit.

The mayor and council will take part
in a Menorah lighting ceremony to-
night, December 21, at 7 p.m. on Route
22 next to the borough Christmas tree.

The public is invited to attend the
Mountainside Borough reorganiza-
tion meeting to be held Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2, at 8 p.m. in the borough hall
council chambers located on Route
22 at New Providence Road.

Sheriff, Surrogate, Clerk,
Dept. Heads Get Raises
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders ap-
proved salary increases Thursday
night for county department heads, as
well as for the county clerk, surrogate
and sheriff.

The raises for department heads
range from 2.75 to 4.88 percent.
County Manager George Devanney’s
salary increased by $6,059 to
$157,530. Deputy County Manager/
Director of Administrative Services
Elizabeth Genievich’s new salary is
$137,623, an increase of $5,293, while
County Counsel Robert Barry re-
ceived a $5,119 pay boost to $141,619.

Other salary raises are: Public Safety
Director Harold Gibson, $113,793, up
$4,000; Finance Director Larry
Caroselli, $126,377, a hike of $4,375;
Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo, $123,801, a $4,378 increase;
Parks, Recreation and Facilities Di-
rector Charles Sigmund, $116,946, up
$3,130, and Director of Economic De-
velopment Al Faella, $107,375, a
$5,000 increase. Only Director of En-
gineering and Public Works (DPW)
Joseph Graziano, earning $108,000,
who joined the county over the sum-
mer, did not receive a raise. He re-
placed the retired Frank Dann, who
was paid $116,357. Directors’ in-
creases are retroactive to January 2006.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, said department directors
should not have received raises be-
cause of the deaths of two inmates
that occurred while they were incar-
cerated at the Union County jail.

“People are dead. You don’t de-
serve raises,” Mrs. Renna said.

She said the total administrative sala-
ries for the Union County manager and
deputy manager, prior to last week’s
increases, totaled $273,384 and were
second only to Camden County, at
$513,550. New Jersey has 21 counties.

The freeholders approved 3.75-per-
cent raises for County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, County Surrogate James
Lacorte and Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.
Their salaries effective January 1, 2007
will be $138,505, a $14,500 increase
from the start of 2005. The three offi-
cials received a 3.75-percent raise last
December that was retroactive to Janu-
ary 1, 2005 and another 3.75-percent
raise effective January 1 of this year.

The freeholders did not approve
raises for themselves as they did last
year and 2003. “Obviously, we don’t
give ourselves raises every year,” Al
Mirabella, freeholder chairman, said.

The board also approved a 4.5-
percent raise for Freeholder Clerk

Nichole DiRado, boosting her pay
$3,712 to $86,000, an $11,000 in-
crease since late 2004, when she was
appointed to the post.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said the
freeholders need to bring “responsi-
bility and accountability” to county
government. He read a wrap-up of
county government for the year called
“Countdown to Disaster” which in-
cluded mentions of 5-percent increase
in the county tax levy and the Motor
Vehicle Commission investigation into
Freeholder Angel Estrada for his role
as Elizabeth DMV office manager for
allowing former Attorney General
Zulima Farber’s boyfriend’s license to
be restored “without going through
proper legal procedure.”

He also highlighted a sheriff’s sale
whereby Sheriff Froehlich’s son
“bought $150,000 worth of cars for
$300” prior to a legal agreement to
return the cars for dealership’s bid, a
sexual harassment lawsuit against Free-
holder Rick Proctor and a $2-million
no-bid communications contract to
Freeholder Debbie Scanlon’s sister.

Mr. Mirabella said Mr. Paterson’s
comments sounded like a campaign
speech, to which Mr. Paterson said he
was “a resident who is watching
what’s going on at the county.”

In other business, Freeholders
Mirabella and Dan Sullivan said leg-
islation that would create a county
administrative school district would
not apply to Union County because it
has two or more Abbott Districts. The
Westfield Board of Education, feed-
ing off information fro the Garden
State Coalition on Schools, said last
week that they heard Union County
would be the county in question.

“I think there has been a wild reac-
tion (to the rumor),” Mr. Sullivan said.

Under the legislation, the county
selected for the program would be run
by a chief school administrator and
include an appointed school board. All
local superintendents and other school
board administrators would be abol-
ished. Local school boards would ex-
ist, but only in an advisory capacity.

The legislation, S-8/S-7/A-8, if
passed, would require support by the
local freeholder board. Mr. Mirabella
added that “it’s a state issue…Union
County couldn’t even qualify as a
county district.”

“There is no talk (of a  Union County
Administrative School District) because
there was no talk,” Mr. Sullivan said.

The board approved contracts total-
ing $293,950 tor This Is it! Concept
and Event Productions of Hoboken to
promote MusicFest, Kids Traveling
Jubilee Tour, and Rhythm and Blues by
the Brook Festival.
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Courtesy of Westfield Fire Department
ASSISTING MOTORIST (March 2)…Westfield firefighters work to free a
trapped motorist from a Jeep Cherokee after the vehicle overturned following an
accident at Westfield Avenue and Washington Street. The driver was taken to
University Hospital in Newark.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHO NEEDS A FORT? (February 26)...A weekend snowstorm led to school
cancellations and gave area children (and adults) a chance to enjoy the snow buildup.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE WANT A CONTRACT (February 9)…More than 300 members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA) demonstrate for a new contract
outside Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School last Wednesday afternoon. Repre-
sentatives of the board of education and the SPFEA met with a fact finder on
March in an effort to reach a settlement.
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STANDING BUT QUIET
(May 18)...The cell tower at
Fire Station Number Two in
Scotch Plains looks ready to
go.

CLOSING DOWN (Febru-
ary 2)…David Sutter, owner
of Lancaster, Ltd, on Elm
Street, closed his store after
45 years. Mr. Sutter owned
the store for 20 years.

Horace R. Corbin, Fred K. Lecomte and Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED (June 1)...Active and retired servicemen and women march in Westfield’s annual Memorial Day parade; CLASS OF 2006 (June 8)...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior class spell out
their graduating year at the school’s annual Senior Day; HILLCREST (June 22)...Hillcrest Academy South is located at Lincoln School on Westfield Avenue in Westfield, with Kehler Stadium visible in the background. The Westfield Board of Education
opted to not renew the lease of Lincoln School to Hillcrest, operated by the Union County Educational Services Commission (UCESC). The State Education Commission gave the UCESC until the end of the 2007 school year to vacate the building;
THE KID IN THE HAT (March 9)...Children at Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield dress up in Dr. Seuss hats as part of the school’s second-annual Read-a-Thon.

Year in Review: Lancaster Ltd. Closes; Choye, Petix Retire; Freeholders
Scrap Ponderosa Plan; SP, Cops Settle Reverse Discrimination Lawsuit

JANUARY
Westfield

The year kicked off with United
States Attorney Christopher Christie
swearing in Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
The mayor emphasized the importance
of communicating with him through
his Saturday office hours, controlling
development, improving traffic and
pedestrian safety, along with promot-
ing continued observation of town hot
spots. Town council members were
sworn in as well. Judges John Toriello,
John Boyle, Douglas Fasciale and
William Wertheimer swore in First
Ward Councilman Sal Caruana, Sec-
ond Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, Third Ward Councilman
David Haas and Fourth Ward Council-
man Tom Bigosinski.

At its first meeting of the year, the
board of education began discussing
selling the Elm Street administrative
building and moving the staff to Lin-
coln School on Westfield Avenue, as
well as holding Kindergarten and pre-
school classes there.

The town council stated its inten-
tion to repeal the redevelopment dis-
tinction for parking lots one and eight.

Sal Caruana: “Basically, what we
did was have a specific project and
strategy in mind and knowing the end
game, did a redevelop-
ment strategy to accom-
plish this result (park-
ing deck). Now what
we’ve done is open the
door…to some risk in
these areas by living
with the designation.
We have opened the
door to a fast track for
some other council for
some other use to gain
a leg up on utilization
on those two areas.”

The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office began investigat-
ing an altercation that allegedly oc-
curred between former Westfield Po-
lice Chief Bernard Tracy and town
Police Officer Gregory Kasko. The
incident allegedly occurred during
the evening of January 4 at police
headquarters.

The Woman’s Club of Westfield
marked its 110th anniversary.

Workmen began preparing for the
installation of traffic lights at the in-
tersection on East Broad Street with
Central and Mountain Avenues.

A three-alarm fire caused moder-
ate damage to the medical offices of
Dr. John Tabachnick on Westfield

Avenue and extensive structural dam-
age to apartments on the second and
third floors.

Scotch Plains
Randolph Brause, who has served

as the public defender for the past six
years, was appointed town prosecu-
tor and Thomas Russo
was appointed public
defender. Alice Agran
and Ken Greenman
were reappointed to the
planning board for four-
year terms and Ken
Anderson and James
Fawcett were reap-
pointed to the zoning
board of adjustment for
four-year terms.

The state Department
of Transportation
(DOT) awarded a
$175,000 grant that will
be used for roadway
improvements to East
Second Street.

The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) decided to scrap the
standardized assessment test,
TerraNova, currently used for stu-
dents in grades five through seven,
and replace them with a test that com-

plies with the new
2005-2006 interim as-
sessments ordered by
the state — the New
Jersey Proficiency As-
sessment of State Stan-
dards (NJPASS).

Fanwood
Bruce Walsh and Joan

Wheeler were sworn in
as new members of the
borough council. They
were each presented
with a plaque from As-
semblywoman Linda

Stender, a Fanwood resident and
former mayor. Councilwoman Donna
Dolce was named the council presi-
dent. With the addition of Mr. Walsh
and Ms. Wheeler, Fanwood Demo-
crats took a 7-0 majority. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr appointed Laura DiFabrizio
as borough prosecutor and Kelly Wa-
ters as borough public defender.

Garwood
The borough’s BOE reported on

the final stages of the Lincoln School
expansion and renovation project, an-
nouncing their hope that the project
would be completed by spring.

The borough council adopted a lo-
cal ordinance prohibiting registered

sex offenders from residing or loiter-
ing within 2,500 feet of any school,
park, playground, recreation area, day
care facility or school bus stop.

Mountainside
Councilmen Keith Turner was sworn

in for a new term. He has been a
councilman for 16
years. Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick swore in
Councilman Paul
Mirabelli to his new
term. Mr. Mirabelli was
named council presi-
dent for 2006, his 10th
year as a councilman.

The BOE passed a
motion to charge $175
per month for each pre-
school student who is
“non-disabled.” Previ-
ously, the pre-school
program for three and
four-year-olds, was
free by state mandate.
Chief School Admin-
istrator Richard
O’Malley explained

that the cost of running the public
preschool is “substantial” – upwards
of $100,000 per year.

Regional
Al Mirabella of Fanwood and Bette

Jane Kowalski of Cranford were
named chairman and vice-chair-
woman, respectively, of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi and Freeholders Angel
Estrada, Rick Proctor and Nancy Ward
were sworn in to new terms.

Mr. Mirabella’s initiatives include
enhancing the county’s website, cre-
ation of a virtual online library linked
to the county website and creation of
a standing freeholder
committee on inter-
governmental rela-
tions.

Al Faella was named
acting director of the
Union County Eco-
nomic Development
Department, replacing
James Daley, who re-
signed.

The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) commission-
ers considered a pro-
posal from United Wa-
ter to privatize the
utility’s operations.

The county an-
nounced a hiring freeze
throughout the county
budget process.

Former Union County Manager
Ann Baran, the first woman to serve
in that capacity, died of breast cancer.

County Manager George Devanney
unveiled a $413-million executive bud-
get that is $23 million or 5.9 percent
over 2005. The proposed $228.3 mil-
lion tax levy would hike county taxes
in 19 of the 21 towns in the county.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan was
elected chairman of the North Jersey
Transportation Authority’s Board of
Trustees.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

After 45 years in Westfield,
Lancaster Ltd. closed its doors. David
Sutter, who owned the store for 20
years, announced his retirement.
Chico’s clothing store became the
new tenant after relocating from East
Broad Street.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea implemented disciplinary ac-
tions against suspended Westfield Po-
lice Detective Sandra Chambers after
she was found guilty on five of seven

charges following a disciplinary hear-
ing. Detective Chambers was charged
with trying to have a ticket voided for
her son and for lying during an inter-
nal investigation by the Westfield
Police Department. The official
charges against her were false swear-
ing, official misconduct, neglect of
duty, striking a summons from the
record, conduct unbecoming an em-
ployee and attempt to use authority to
control or modify another employee’s
action. Detective Chambers was of-
fered, and accepted, her job back start-
ing February 21.

Edward Trancinna retired after
serving as the Westfield Blue Devils
football coach for 19 years. He con-
tinues to serve as athletic director.

Authorities continued their inves-
tigation into the theft of the collection
money from St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church, totaling some
$17,000 to $20,000. It is believed the
theft occurred on January 22.

After 26 years as Westfield High
School’s principal, Robert Petix an-
nounced his retirement effective June
30. “The school is in good shape; I
don’t think there’s any unfinished
business that I’ll hand over to my
successor,” he said. “The major rea-
son I’m leaving is because I’m older.
I’m 63 years old and people say
there’ll come a time when you don’t
want to be here anymore. My enthu-
siasm not only has not waned; it’s
gotten greater, greater than ever.”

Town Parking Director John Mor-
gan tendered his resignation to
Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
and Mr. Gildea. Mr. Morgan accepted
a job offer from an international park-
ing-systems company.

Scotch Plains
Director of public

property Walter DiNizo
retired after 20 years of
public works service
and more than 13 years
as director of public
property in Scotch
Plains. “I will miss the
wonderful people” in
the department, he told
The Leader/Times on
his final day at the of-
fice. He called the two
dozen public works em-
ployees “great” and
“talented” people who
helped him, he said,
“make Scotch Plains a
better place to live.”

Nearly 300 teachers
from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district

turned out for a “Unity Rally” at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
picketing along Westfield Road as
they rallied for a new contract. The
previous contract expired on June 30,
2005.

On February 13, the planning board
meeting to discuss Union County’s
intention to lease the former Sevell
property on Cooper Road so that it
could be turned into a Green Mead-
ows Children’s Farm was halted due
to lack of capacity for the crowd.
Residents later took their opposition
to a county freeholders’ meeting, who
scratched the plan in favor of soccer
fields, announced later in the year.

The BOE chose to reinstate the
freshman soccer program at SPFHS.

Fanwood
Fanwood resident Raj Mukherji,

21, was indicted by a federal grand
jury on charges of impersonating a
U.S. Defense Intelligence agent, fraud
in connection with unauthorized use
and possession of false identification
documents and lying to the FBI when

questioned about the source of those
credentials. Mr. Mukherji was previ-
ously indicted by a state grand jury in
November of 2005 on charges of stalk-
ing two women, witness
tampering, burglary and
contempt of court.

Mountainside
After 16 years of ser-

vice to Mountainside,
Borough Clerk Judy
Osty announced her re-
tirement effective
March 31. She was re-
placed by Martha De
Jesus.

Garwood
The borough’s new

Chief of Police, Will-
iam Legg, was sworn in by Mayor
Dennis McCarthy. Chief Legg re-
places outgoing Chief Dennis Lesak,
who announced his retirement after
28 years of service with the depart-
ment.

Regional
The county freeholders approved a

plan to add twilight golfing tee-times
at the county’s four public golf course.

Berkeley Heights was named one
of finalists for the new location of the
New York Jets’ training camp.
Florham Park eventually was chosen
as the team’s new home as of 2008.

The freeholders proposed privatiz-
ing the county’s golf courses and
eliminating the county’s portion of
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
Program.

The Bush administration approved
a deal to turn over terminal opera-
tions of six United States ports to
Dubai Ports World, as state-owned
company in the United Arab Emir-
ates. After heavy opposition the deal,
Dubhai sold its American operations
to American International Group’s
asset management division, Global
Investment Group.

MARCH
Westfield

The Downtown Westfield
Corporation’s (DWC) downtown im-

provement plan in-
cludes work on the
South Avenue station
square, Central Av-
enue corridor, integra-
tion of parking lot im-
provements, pedes-
trian walkways, new
street lighting fixtures,
brick pavers, new trees
protected by iron fenc-
ing and a downtown
sidewalk replacement
plan. Representing the
town council on the

DWC, First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said, “The finance commit-
tee is going to recommend that the
council adopt the first phase of the
improvement plan on a 50/50 basis.
The financing goal for phase two
should be a three-way partnership
between the town, the DWC and the
grants.”

The town council’s finance com-
mittee faced $1.3 million in man-
dated and fixed costs, as well as lower
revenue projections. In addition, the
town would not learn of state aid
figures until after Governor Jon
Corzine’s budget address on March
12.“There are four or five big areas
that are big negative effects in 2006,”
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.

Allison O’Hara, president of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC), officially announced
her plans to resign effective April 28.
Ms. O’Hara said her husband had
received a job transfer that would
relocate their family to Colorado.

The BOE adopted a tentative 2006-
2007 school budget of $79,491,415
on March 14. The proposed school

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, December 9, Christopher
Garcia, 19, of Mountainside was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Central and
Lenox Avenues on charges of driving
while intoxicated (DWI), possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and un-
lawful possession of prescription drugs.
He was released on his own recognizance
and released to a responsible adult.

Sunday, December 10, Thomas Cleary,
32, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
Avenue and Grove Street and charged
with DWI. Subsequently, he also was
charged with refusal to submit to an
Alcotest. Cleary was released to his
brother.

Sunday, December 10, Everic L.
Underwood, Jr., 33, of Piscataway was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
Hillcrest Avenue and Cornwall Drive on
contempt of court motor vehicle warrants
from Piscataway, with $1,000 bail, and
South Plainfield, with $170 bail. He was
released on his own recognizance per
Piscataway authorities and then posted
bail on the South Plainfield warrant.

Sunday, December 10, Jose Miranda,
48, of Edison was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a contempt of court
motor vehicle warrant from Woodbridge.
He was released after posting $120 bail.

Monday, December 11, Edward Carter,
32, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Dorian Road and
Scotch Plains Avenue and charged with
obstruction of justice for allegedly refus-
ing to give police identification informa-
tion. Police said his identity ultimately
was determined through fingerprinting.

Carter also was taken into custody on
an outstanding no-bail Union County
Sheriff’s Department warrant; a $750
Piscataway motor vehicle warrant and a
$150 Westfield motor vehicle warrant.
He was turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, December 11, a motor ve-
hicle was burglarized in a parking lot in
the 800 block of Forest Avenue. Some-
one broke a window and removed the
vehicle’s navigational system, valued at
$200.

Monday, December 11, a Woodbrook
Circle resident reported a burglary at his
home in which $800 in jewelry was re-
moved from the his master bedroom. Po-
lice said there was no sign of forced entry.

Tuesday, December 12, Anthony L.
Ball, 50, of East Orange was arrested at
the Northern State Prison in Avenel on a
criminal warrant issued by Westfield. He
was transported to the Union County jail
and held on $1,240 bail.

Wednesday, December 13, Christopher
Montemurro, 24, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and with
possession of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Hort Street. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons pend-
ing a court date.

Wednesday, December 13, a North Av-
enue resident reported the theft of a
Garmin navigational system from her
motor vehicle while it was parked at a
local repair station.

Wednesday, December 13, Telesfozo
Lozano, 27, of Red Bank was arrested at
Red Bank police headquarters on out-
standing Westfield warrants – one crimi-
nal and one motor vehicle – each with bail
of $250. He was held in lieu of bail
pending transport to the Union County
jail.

Thursday, December 14, Francisca P.
Torres-Hernandez, 29, of Westfield was
arrested and charged with shoplifting ear-
rings from a North Avenue store. She was
released with a summons.

Thursday, December 14, Margaret L.
Macnish, 19, of Elizabeth was arrested at
the Elizabeth Police Department on a
traffic warrant from Westfield. She was
held on $500 bail.

Friday, December 15, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations at
Central Avenue and Laurel Place, Arhmad
Carson, 28, of East Orange was arrested
on open motor vehicle warrants from East
Orange, for $311, and Morris Plains, for
$104. He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, December 16, a resident of
the 1900 block of Grandview Avenue
reported that his home was burglarized.
Entry was gained through an unlocked
kitchen door. A camcorder, two digital
cameras and a woman’s purse containing
various items of personal property were
reported missing.

Saturday, December 16, Miguel A.
Sauceda, 20, of Cranford was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters pursuant
to a contempt of court traffic warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court.
He was released after posting $500 bail.

Fanwood
Thursday, December 14, Sameerah A.

Henderson, 28, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop and
charged with providing police with false
information. After further investigation,
she was also charged with outstanding
warrants out of Newark and Paramus.

Thursday, December 14, Randy Cano,
20, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing Newark warrant following a field
investigation on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, December 14, Annyck S.
Rogers, 25, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Springfield warrant after a
field investigation.

Friday, December 15, Zhong J. Xiap,
40, of Chicago, Illinois was arrested and
charged with a no-bail immigration/de-
portation warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Friday, December 15, Thomas Mo-
naco, 44, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with an outstanding Union
County Sheriff’s Department warrant. He
was also charged with being in posses-
sion of prescription drugs not belonging
to him.

Friday, December 15, Lori D. Rouse,
21 of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing West Orange warrant following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, December 16, Edward Grif-
fin, 62, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Union
County Sheriff’s Department warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, December 16, two 17-year
old juveniles, a 16-year old juvenile and
a 15-year old juvenile, all from South
Plainfield, were arrested and charged with
theft after police stopped their car con-
taining a stolen item. According to police,
authorities were alerted to a theft of a
holiday lawn ornament from a home on
Jefferson Avenue, which the youths were
in possession of.

Sunday, December 18, Jack Hargrove,
55, of Somerset was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an
outstanding South Orange warrant. He
was also charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, December 13, a resident

of Edgewood Terrace reported that sev-
eral lawn ornaments were stolen from the
front of his house. The ornaments were
valued at $180.

Thursday, December 14, a resident of
Rahway Road reported when he returned
home he noticed his house had been ran-
sacked and several items were missing.

Friday, December 15, a resident of
Clydesdale Road reported that a UPS
package was removed from his front
porch. The package contained several
business items and were valued at $200,
police said.

Saturday, December 16, a resident of
Summit Road reported that while attend-
ing a party someone removed her cell
phone from her purse.

Sunday, December 17, a resident of
East Second Street reported that someone
removed a decoration from his front lawn.

Sunday, December 17, a resident of
Short Hills Lane reported that someone
used his credit card without authoriza-
tion. It is unknown at this time how indi-
viduals obtained the credit card number,
police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 12, a resident of

Queens Lane reported that someone made
purchases and opened up a UPS shipping
account using their credit card without
authorization. The incident is under in-
vestigation.

Friday, December 15, a resident of
Cherry Hill Road reported being the vic-
tim of attempted fraud. According to po-
lice, the victim was selling a car over the
Internet and received an e-mail from a
potential buyer who said he would like to
purchase the car for a client in Saudi
Arabia.

The potential buyer said his client sent
a check for more than the asking price and
asked the victim to send a check for the
overage back to his client, police said.
The victim said he was no longer inter-
ested in selling the car and no deal was
made, police said.

According to police, this type of Internet
scam is a fraud tactic and police urge
residents to be aware of it. The buyer
writes an international check for more
than the asking price of an item and then
asks the victim to return the overpay-
ment, police said. Since an international
check takes longer to clear, the suspects
cash the reimbursement check and cancel
payment on the original check. Captain
R. Osieja urges residents to be aware of
this type of fraud stating, “If it’s too good
to be true, it usually is.”

Friday, December 15, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that someone
damaged the door handle and steering
column of his vehicle. According to po-
lice, nothing was reported missing at this
time.

Friday, December 15, Edderson Nunez,
33, of Springfield was arrested for driv-
ing without a valid driver’s license fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
for excessive smoke.

Friday, December 15, Nathaniel
Seawright, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with an outstanding warrant
out of Linden in the amount of $1,000.

Friday, December 15, Brigitta, K.
Nioche, 67, of New York City was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after police
noticed a suspicious vehicle.

Saturday, December 16, Herman A.
Warner, 52, of Somerville was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 at New Providence
Road.

‘Cost of Education’ Report
Criticized at State Hearing

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — The New Jersey De-
partment of Education’s recently re-
leased report on the Cost of Educa-
tion and its plans to change the for-
mula for calculating state education
aid were the subject of a public hear-
ing Tuesday at Kean University.

The report states that its purpose is
“to calculate the costs that New Jer-
sey school districts face in meeting
state performance and accountability
standards.” The 98-page report in-
tends to address a per-student base
cost and focuses on adjusting the base
cost to reflect the needs of special-
needs students.

The Professional Judgment Panel
(PJP) created a table to identify me-
dian base cost and added costs in
New Jersey schools. The piece of the
report causing backlash from school
districts throughout the state is found
on page two, stating: “It is critical to
note, however, that panelists only
identified a set of resources to be used
in a series of hypothetical school sce-
narios and did not specifically exam-
ine any existing school or district in
the state. It is therefore not appropri-
ate to suggest that any specific re-
sources or programs identified by the
panel should be applied in all New
Jersey schools. Nor can the report be
used to determine which portion of
these resources should be paid for at
the state or local level.”

The panel included Lucille Davy,
the New Jersey Commissioner of Edu-
cation, Allen Dupree from the New
Jersey Department of Education Di-
vision of Finance Office of School
funding and Justin Silverestein from
Augenblick, Palaich and Association,
Inc. (an education consulting firm). A
total of 27 speakers addressed the
panel, including two broadcasted
from the County College of Morris in
Randolph.

Ms. Davy started the hearing by
saying, “It is important for you to
know that this is the first in a series of
hearings…we’re here to listen.” She
said there would be more hearings in
the new year.

One of the main concerns for the
majority of speakers at the hearing
was how Abbott schools would be
affected. The New Jersey Supreme
Court case Abbott v. Burke resulted
in requiring the legislature to provide
equal funding; therefore, educating
urban students at the same level as
suburban districts. There are 31
Abbott schools in New Jersey with an
estimated 320,000 students.

Rosie Grant from the Paterson Edu-
cation Fund was the first speaker at
the second hearing of the day. “I
believe all New Jersey children should
succeed” and they need the appropri-
ate aid to do that, she said. “Those
that have more get more in education
in New Jersey…we need to make
provisions for all children through-
out New Jersey.”

“The numbers cannot be trusted.
These cookie -cutter examples are
not based on real New Jersey stu-
dents, schools, or communities…I ask
you to conduct a realistic study,” Ms.
Grant said.

Richard Noonan, superintendent
of Madison public schools, said
“Common sense would be to look at
actual experience before using a hy-
pothetical model, which the report
does not do.” He added that the Madi-
son schools are asking to stop using
this report and embrace a new for-
mula.

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan of
Union questioned Ms. Davy directly
about why the data in the report is
from 2003, which she would not an-
swer. Mr. Cryan objected to the 98-

page report, which he deemed old
and lacking real data. “I stand proud
for Abbott…school funding needs to
be for every kid in the state,” he said.

Carl Kruger from Rutgers’s Insti-
tute on Education Law and Policy
said the Department of Education
needs to start over and that there are
available models throughout the state.

Donna Jackson, representing the
United Parent Network, said: “I’m
gonna fight for all children, no matter
where they’re from.” “Stop playing
black versus white and urban versus
suburban…the bottom line is we’re
dealing with this thing from (idiocy),”
she said.

Raymond Bandlow, Superinten-
dent of Hillside public schools said,
“The problem is not spending, it’s
funding…money has been frozen for
years from all districts besides
Abbott’s…wealthy districts can go
to property taxes, [but Hillside]
can’t.”

“For the school districts designated
as Abbott districts…it is a battle about
the State of New Jersey’s investment
in the future,” said Ronald Lee the
school business administrator for the
Newark Public Schools. “It is a battle
that pits suburbs against cities, com-
munity against community and tax-
payer against taxpayer, in a state that
is reported to be the highest per-capita
income and the second most segre-
gated in the nation.”

“The recommendations, as pre-
sented in the reports on ‘Public School
Funding Reform’ and ‘Cost of Edu-
cation,’ will significantly reduce aid
to Abbott Districts and do not address
the particularized needs of students
in New Jersey’s high poverty, high
minority urban schools as mandate
by the New Jersey Supreme Court
rulings under Abbott v. Burke,” Mr.
Lee added.

Also present at the second hear-
ing, was William Foley, superinten-
dent of Westfield. “What doesn’t the
report tell us?” he questioned. “It
does not provide a guide for a ‘super’
county superintendent to cut school
district costs, nor does it offer a
model for a county school district. It
does not tell us what it costs to meet
the New Jersey state standards; or
how much it costs to teach a child to
read…Means and medians, not to
mention professional judgment pan-
els, cannot account for the wide dif-
ferences in actual expenditures and
district needs.”

“While I would like to hope that it
will be the department’s recommen-
dation and ultimately the law that
many more school districts will re-
ceive equalization aid, in fact this
number has been shrinking. At least
part of the reason for the steady rise in
local property taxes has been state aid
numbers that have been frozen for
five years,” he said.

“There is no shortage of ideas for
providing an effective funding for-
mula. What we have is a shortage of
money …Certainly, the public wants
to lower property taxes, but they do
not want to lower school quality,” Mr.
Foley said.

Lorenzo Richardson from the Con-
cerned Citizens Coalition and from
the Jersey City schools, said “The
only purpose of this report, other
than being used for bathroom mate-
rial, is to realize that this report was
just thrown together” and not to cut
the kids out because they are the
future.

The Report on the Cost of Educa-
tion is available at state.nj.us/njded/
news/2006/report.pdf. Archives from
all three of the hearings can be found
at www.njedge.net or on the Depart-
ment of Education’s website,
state.nj.us/education.

Atkins Expresses ‘Concern’
About Cerami Indictment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Township
Manager Thomas Atkins said he is
“concerned” about the indictment last
week of public works director Charles
Cerami, who was charged in
Hunterdon County with keeping more
than $200 from scrap metal sales dur-
ing his tenure as public works direc-
tor in Clinton Township.

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Tuesday, Mr.
Atkins said he “didn’t have any idea
that [the Dec. 12 indictment] was
coming out.”

Apparently, he added, neither did
Mr. Cerami, who Mr. Atkins described
as “stunned” when the indictment was
first reported on December 13. Mr.
Atkins said Mr. Cerami, who became
township public works director in Feb-
ruary, “is engaging good, capable coun-
sel so there can be a meeting with the
Hunterdon County Prosecutor.”

Mr. Cerami, who faces a maximum
fine of $150,000, five to 10 years in

jail or both, is scheduled to appear in
Hunterdon County court in
Flemington on Monday, January 8, to
respond to the charges.

The township council discussed the
situation in closed session prior to its
meeting on Tuesday night. “I’m con-
cerned about how he stands in
Hunterdon County,” Mr. Atkins said.
“No one takes a grand jury indict-
ment lightly.”

The township manager said that
since Mr. Cerami joined the township
staff, he has “helped with the staff
from an accountability and produc-
tivity standpoint.”

Mr. Atkins said that “many people
said to me in the spring that they
noticed how the town hall property
had been beautified” with new
plantings and shrubs. “That was
Charles’ leadership.”

He noted that 25 streets in Scotch
Plains were successfully refurbished
this year – a relatively high number,
he said. “That was the department
working together as a team.”

Sheriff, Surrogate, Clerk,
Dept. Heads Get Raises
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders ap-
proved salary increases Thursday
night for county department heads, as
well as for the county clerk, surrogate
and sheriff.

The raises for department heads
range from 2.75 to 4.88 percent.
County Manager George Devanney’s
salary increased by $6,059 to
$157,530. Deputy County Manager/
Director of Administrative Services
Elizabeth Genievich’s new salary is
$137,623, an increase of $5,293,
while County Counsel Robert Barry
received a $5,119 pay boost to
$141,619.

Other salary raises are: Public
Safety Director Harold Gibson,
$113,793, up $4,000; Finance Di-
rector Larry Caroselli, $126,377, a
hike of $4,375; Human Services
Director Frank Guzzo, $123,801, a
$4,378 increase; Parks, Recreation
and Facilities Director Charles
Sigmund, $116,946, up $3,130, and
Director of Economic Development
Al Faella, $107,375, a $5,000 in-
crease.

Only Director of Engineering and
Public Works (DPW) Joseph
Graziano, earning $108,000, who
joined the county over the summer,
did not receive a raise. He replaced
the retired Frank Dann, who was paid
$116,357. Directors’ increases are
retroactive to January 2006.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, said department directors
should not have received raises be-
cause of the deaths of two inmates
that occurred while they were incar-
cerated at the Union County jail.

“People are dead. You don’t de-
serve raises,” Mrs. Renna said.

She said the total administrative
salaries for the Union County man-
ager and deputy manager, prior to last
week’s increases, totaled $273,384
and were second only to Camden
County, which totaled $513,550. New
Jersey has 21 counties.

The freeholders approved 3.75-per-
cent raises for County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, County Surrogate James
Lacorte and Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.
Their salaries effective January 1,
2007 will be $138,505, a $14,500
increase from the start of 2005. The
three officials received a 3.75-per-
cent raise last December that was
retroactive to January 1, 2005 and
another 3.75-percent raise effective
January 1 of this year.

The freeholders did not approve
raises for themselves as they did
last year and 2003. “Obviously, we
don’t give ourselves raises every
year,” Al Mirabella, freeholder
chairman, said.

The board also approved a 4.5-
percent raise for Freeholder Clerk
Nichole DiRado, boosting her pay
$3,712 to $86,000, an $11,000 in-
crease since late 2004, when she was
appointed to the post.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
the freeholders need to bring “re-
sponsibility and accountability” to
county government. He read a wrap-
up of county government for the
year called “Countdown to Disas-

ter” which mentions a 5-percent in-
crease in the county tax levy and the
Motor Vehicle Commission investi-
gation into Freeholder Angel Estrada
for his role as Elizabeth DMV office
manager for allowing former Attor-
ney General Zulima Farber’s
boyfriend’s license to be restored
“without going through proper legal
procedure.”

Mr. Paterson also highlighted a
sheriff ’s sale whereby Sheriff
Froehlich’s son “bought $150,000
worth of cars for $300” prior to a
legal agreement to return the cars for
the dealership’s bid, a sexual harass-
ment lawsuit against Freeholder Rick
Proctor and a $2-million no-bid com-
munications contract to Freeholder
Debbie Scanlon’s sister.

Mr. Mirabella said Mr. Paterson’s
comments sounded like a campaign
speech, to which Mr. Paterson said he
was “a resident who is watching
what’s going on at the county.”

Mr. Mirabella responded, “You run
for something every year.”

In other business, Freeholders
Mirabella and Dan Sullivan said leg-
islation that would create a county
administrative school district would
not apply to Union County because it
has two or more Abbott Districts. The
Westfield Board of Education, feed-
ing off information from the Garden
State Coalition on Schools, said last
week that they heard Union County
would be the county in question.

“I think there has been a wild reac-
tion (to the rumor),” Mr. Sullivan
said.

Under the legislation, the county
selected for the program would be
run by a chief school administrator
and include an appointed school
board. All local superintendents and
other school board administrators
would be abolished. Local school
boards would exist, but only in an
advisory capacity.

The legislation, S-8/S-7/A-8, if
passed, would require support by the
local freeholder board.

Mr. Mirabella added that “it’s a
state issue…Union County couldn’t
even qualify as a county district.”

“There is no talk (of a Union County
Administrative School District) be-
cause there was no talk,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

The board approved contracts for
This Is it! Concept and Event Produc-
tions of Hoboken to be the promoter
for MusicFest, scheduled for Sep-
tember 15, at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford at a cost of $198,800. The
company will run the Kids Traveling
Jubilee Tour, June 9, July 8, August
12 and September 15 at cost of
$85,260, and the Rhythm and Blues
by the Brook Festival on Saturday,
June 9 at Cedar Brook Park in
Plainfield, at cost of $98,900.

All Access Marketing and Public-
ity of Cranford received a $15,000
contract to market MusicFest.

see it in color!
goleader.com

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED TO TRAFFIC…Senger Place behind the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment has been closed to traffic during construction at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building on Park Avenue.
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DWC Closes Year With
Holiday Programs, Planning

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Much of the dis-
cussion at the December 18 board
meeting of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation centered on updates of
holiday promotional programs and
on planning for next year.

Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the DWC, reported that the weekend’s
trolley tours raised nearly $600 for the
Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve
House project. Historical Society mem-
bers, including former mayor Garland
“Bud” Boothe, provided historical in-
sights as the trolley rolled around town.

Ms. Cronin also disclosed that the
DWC’s “free” parking program was
running slightly over budget. The pro-
gram, in which merchants provide
parking tokens on request to custom-
ers, has been well received by both
merchants and patrons, she said.

She said the broader acceptance has

resulted in the higher-than-anticipated
costs. She also reported that the tokens
distributed in the goodie bag of the
“Photos with Santa” program resulted
in some positive feedback.

The board also voted to adjust its
sign grant to Panoply proportionally
downward to account for the cost re-
duction in choosing a less ornate sign.

The board has begun to plan for
next year’s programs. A consensus
said that the DWC’s two “big” pro-
grams, the Sweet Sounds Downtown
jazz concerts and Downtown
Westfield 5K Run would continue.

Diane Barabas, a director, said it
was “unfortunate” that the unusually
warm weather affecting the area now
wasn’t present when the DWC ran its
outdoor movie programs in October.

Directors brainstormed concepts
for promotions next year, and during
discussion, Joe Spector of the Leader
Store said that much of the value of
TV-36 was being “squandered
through underutilization.” The DWC
has recently participated in two shows
that air on TV-36 – a cooking show
with David Martone of Classic Thyme
and a “Hometown” show hosted by
Mayor Andy Skibitsky with Ms.
Cronin and Naomi McElynn of the
Chamber of Commerce.

Ms. Cronin said that the Town
Bookstore would move across East
Broad Street. Mr. Martone com-
mented on the appeal of a bookstore
moving into the former site of the
Carnegie Library.

There is a possibility that the space
vacated by the bookstore will be com-
bined with the space formerly occu-
pied by Häagen Dazs, directors said.

Ms. Cronin said that a representative
of Main Street New Jersey would visit
her later that day, and she requested
input from the board on points to dis-
cuss. The first issue raised was parking,
dealing with both a lack of parking and
customer complaints about it. Direc-
tors mentioned the prospect of expand-
ing the SID, citing the success of down-
town businesses driving others outward.

They also mentioned issues with
local governments. Issues ranged
from operational matters like the
town’s leaf collection coinciding with
the holiday shopping season and caus-
ing “a few hiccoughs” in services to
downtown litter pickup and empty-
ing of on-street trash barrels. Others
were more complex, like the recent
rejection of the pedestrian barricade
at the Rialto Theatre by the Union
County Engineer. Directors said they
felt that more communication would
help the DWC and government at
both the county and state levels work
together more efficiently.

The board decided that Monday-
morning board meetings offer “little
real benefit” and that all meetings
next year would be in the evening.

The next board meeting of the DWC
will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday,
January 15.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
FIRE FOUGHT…Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly inspects a home’s charred
remains after a Tuesday morning fire. The two-alarm blaze at the back of 965
Central Avenue required mutual aid from several other towns. According to the
chief, one elderly female was transported to Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital at Rahway, but all four occupants are safe and the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross has relocated them.

Bramnick Addresses
‘Dangerous’ School BillWF House Sustains

Fire Damage in Rear
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A two-alarm fire
Tuesday morning caused extensive
damage to a home at 965 Central
Avenue in Westfield. Fire Chief Dan
Kelly told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the Westfield Fire Department
responded to the blaze at 9:35 a.m.

Fire Inspector Lieutenant James
Ryan, Jr., who was first to arrive,
reported “heavy fire conditions in the
rear” of the single-family dwelling.
The two-alarm fire required mutual
aid from Roselle, Summit, Cranford
and a Springfield ladder truck.

Linden, Rahway and Union pro-
vided coverage for the rest of
Westfield during the fire.

Chief Kelly said a husband, wife,
mother-in-law and full-time health care
provider lived in the residence. The
mother-in-law was transported to Rob-
ert Wood Johnson University Hospital
at Rahway for “further evaluation.”

Chief Kelly added the Westfield/
Mountainside American Red Cross
chapter relocated the four adult occu-
pants. He said the fire, which took 45
minutes to bring under control, is
under investigation but there “doesn’t
appear to be anything suspicious.”

He said the house could be rebuilt,
but it would take months. He added
that no firefighters sustained injuries.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – State Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21) attended
Tuesday’s special council meeting
and spoke about issues affecting
Westfield – from the 7 percent pay
station sales tax to control of public
schools.

On the subject of school control, he
called Assembly Bill A-8 “one of the
most dangerous bills probably ever to
face Westfield school systems.”

The bill, he said, would “allow
county freeholders to participate in a
pilot program” for a county adminis-
trative school district.

Mr. Bramnick said “the concept is
to employ a ‘super superintendent’
and eliminate the local administra-
tion and, long-term, to save money.”
You have one superintendent and a
principal.”

He added, “Union County is not in
that bill. The bill did not pass because
there was bipartisan opposition.”

He added, “The goal is to have a
‘super’ superintendent to save money
and run the system more efficiently.
The problem is…the farther you take
the decision away from the people,
the bigger the problem (becomes).”

He added, “The biggest mistake
they (Trenton) will make is if they
mess with the kids. People can pay

higher taxes, but don’t mess with the
kids.”

On a separate matter, Mr. Bramnick
said he and fellow Assemblyman Eric
Munoz had introduced a bill to repeal
the 7 percent sales tax on parking pay
stations. At this point, Mr. Bramnick
said he lacks a Democratic co-prime
sponsor but said, “it makes no sense
to tax the pay stations and not tax
parking meters.”

In other matters, last week, the
council deferred a resolution to de-
molish 835 Highland Avenue in order
to confirm two items on the town’s
internal checklist of safety, health
and welfare issues.

Tom and Beth Mellina wished to
demolish their house. However, Ed
and Tracy Dugan of 330 Hillside Av-
enue claimed they would be nega-
tively impacted if the council ap-
proved such a measure.

The Dugans, whose sewer and wa-
ter lines run under the Mellinas’ home,
were concerned that when the demoli-
tion occurs, the lines might be crushed,
causing damage to their property.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said, “We needed to confirm that the
water line that served the Dugans’
home could be shut off separately
from the Mellinas’ home, and the
sanitary sewer line also could be
capped off separately during the
demolition process. The engineering
office confirmed both issues.”

Mr. Mellina said, “Both Ed (Dugan)
and I had a discussion on Saturday.
We decided to grant a 10-foot ease-
ment off the side of the property…and
run a new pipeline to the Dugans’
home, as well as providing them with
a water line that runs out to Hillside
Avenue, and I have agreed to incur
the cost of both projects.”

Mr. Dugan told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
after the meeting that the Mellinas
and builder Steve Needle reacted “very
quickly to a very difficult and unusual
situation, and provided a very ami-
cable outcome to hopefully put an end
to any concerns about the water and
sewer lines…They went above and
beyond, and did the right thing.”

December marks a decade since I com-
pleted five years as your mayor, after 12
as councilman. I have had much time to
reflect on the good, mistakes, the progress
or lack thereof, during my tenure, and I
would like to share those thoughts.

The most important thing accom-
plished, which took many months, was
getting the council to adopt unanimously
and bipartisan creation of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, notwithstanding
significant opposition throughout the pro-
cess by some merchants and some friends.
I appointed the first board in fall 1996.
The appearance, low vacancy and varied
stores and other downtown results speak
for themselves.

Probably the longest lasting: insisting
that NJ Transit must build a new under-
pass at the station, replace a long, literally
stinking, tunnel, use standing seam roofs
on the platform roofs, and decorate the
underpass, which led to Stacy Farley’s
ceramic tiles. Westfield’s negotiating
position was enhanced by the fact we, not
the railroad, own the station and parking
lots – a tribute to the wisdom of the 1954
council.

Biggest regret: not being more effec-
tive in getting the planning board to even
consider compromise for a somewhat
larger ShopRite than the 24,000-square-

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Looking Back 10 Years
After Leaving Office

foot area (size of the Elm Street Stop and
Shop), and getting the applicants to budge
from their 85,000 minimum. But after
two-and-a-half years of hearings, the
board members had their views, which I
could and would not try to forcibly change
- and most had an illusory hope that
ShopRite would quit instead of moving a
hundred feet to an all-Garwood 85k store.

Most fun: 1994 Bicentennial — 200
events, 16 of them snowstorms and
blizzards...yes, in retrospect but not at the
time, fun.

Wish I had done more with: the bifur-
cated state of TV-36, which is and must
be licensed to the Town of Westfield, not
the board of education or anybody else.
Fortunately, my successors are working
on this now to produce programming
work more representative of the quality
and talent in this community.

Most hated phrase: When someone in
state government in Trenton says,
“Westfield is a wealthy community,”
therefore which follows is grief to us. The
“wealthy community” approach over-
looks the significant population of land-
poor seniors and others who are living on
modest pensions and Social Security. So
when a program cuts out a community
because of high community income, the
latter group suffers in tax bills.

Headdresses Part of Culture
For Women In Thailand

Editor’s Note: Mary Snauffer of
Westfield is serving a two-year assign-
ment with the Peace Corps in Thailand.
She is writing a firsthand account of her
experiences in this column for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Her columns appear periodically.

*    *    *    *
Here in the south of Thailand, the vil-

lage I live in is made up of 30 percent
Muslims and 40 percent Buddhists,with a
sprinkling of Christian missionaries.
Temples and mosques dot the town.

The Muslim prayer calls are broadcast
five times a day by speakers. I can hear
them wail throughout the town. The sound
bounces off the mountains, which jut up,
enclosing the village in a protective, natu-
ral embrace.

I go running most mornings at dawn
because it’s the only time the weather is
bearable. While I run, I often pass clusters
of Buddhist monks draped in orange robes
collecting rice from the villagers. Islam
and Buddhism comfortably coexist here.

At night, I’ll wander the market amid
girls and women in their headdresses.
Thais take great pride in their outer ap-
pearances, and there is no exception with
the Muslim woman’s veil. They are elabo-
rately embroidered in flowers that match
their skirt or pantsuit.

I have been reading about disturbing
trends in Europe that I find both trivial
and discoloring. The Dutch government
has announced that it is seeking to ban the
Muslim veil in public places. In Britain,
Jack Straw noted that the veil “separates
people” and discourages integration. In
Rome, the Vatican has declared that veil-
ing shows disrespect for local cultures.

What America has over any country in
the world is diversity. Of course, there are
exceptions, but I’d like to believe the
majority of students who go through the
American public school system come out
ahead because of their tolerance and ac-
ceptance of diversity.

After all, there was never a forest with
only one species. Diversity is a natural,

healthy part of life. I don’t understand the
current discussions entangled around the
veil. To ban the veil would be to impede
on a woman’s right to choose.

I believe many in the West downplay
the role of tradition in people’s lives.
There are families in my village who have
been rooted here for as many generations
as they know. Their lives are based around
tradition. If a woman chooses to wear a
veil, it may be because her mother wore
one and her grandmother and her great-
grandmother — that should be the end of
discussion. Transforming the veil into a
negative symbol against women’s rights
is neither educated nor accurate.

If you cringe at veils because you think
most of the time it is forced upon a woman
from her husband, that a woman under a
veil represents a silent, docile slave, let’s
take a look at teenage girls’ outfits in
America. There, girls are dressing pro-
vocatively at younger and younger ages
because the media tells them if they do
they’ll get boyfriends, which, the media
goes on to illustrate, will grant them ful-
fillment. In my opinion, the media is
enslaving teenage girls all around us.

Still, there is something about the veil
that is uneasy for a non-Muslim, West-
erner to take in. I taught a 15-day English
camp last April for high-school students
from around the province. We gave the
students English names for fun. Jen was
one of my favorite students. She was
smart, witty and good-natured. The stu-
dents dressed casually for the camp. I
didn’t know who was Buddhist and who
was Muslim. I bumped into Jen several
months later in town. She was in a full
headscarf, and it caught me off guard. I
suddenly felt sorry for her.

“Mary!” she cried, running up to me.
As she hugged me, I saw her mother and
sister standing behind her smiling, all in
headscarves. She was happy. What on
earth, I thought, did I have to feel sorry for
her about?

Mary Lorraine Snauffer can be reached
at marylorraine.snauffer@gmail.com.

goleader.com/subscribe

Reading is good for you.

TV36 School Concert
Westfield Airing Times

WESTFIELD –The Westfield High
School Choral Concert that was per-
formed on December 20 will be broad-
cast on TV-36 from December 23 to
January 7 on: Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 8:15 p.m.; Saturdays at 9:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m.

The instrumental concert that was
performed on December 14 will be
broadcast from December 23 to Janu-
ary 7 on: Tuesdays and Thursdays at
9:45 a.m.; Saturdays at 11:45 a.m. and
Sundays at 1p.m.
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ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Dec. 13 thru Tues., Dec. 26, 2006. We reserve the right

to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Grey Goose Vodka

2699REG. OR
FLAVORED

ShopRite

Inniskillin
Vidal
Ice
Wine 3999

Georges
Duboeuf
Beaujolais
Nouveau 699

750
ML

Absolut Vodka

2999REG. OR
FLAVORED

1.75 L

1.75 L

Jack Daniels

3699

Jose Cuervo

3499GOLD OR
CLASICO
WHITE

LIGHT
OR GOLD

Johnnie Walker

2899
Tanqueray

3199

Bacardi Rum

1999

Hennessy
VS Cognac

2499

VODKA

1.75 LCrystal 999

1.75 L

Tanqueray #10 2499

Imperia 2699

GIN

RUM

BOURBON

1.75 L

750 ML

Capt. Morgan
SPICED RUM 2499

1.75 L

1.75 L

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 1699

Olifant 1999

750 MLBelvedere 2699

1.75 LGordon’s 1499

1.75 L

SCOTCH

1.75 LJohn Begg 1599

750
ML

Glenlivet
15-YEAR OLD
FRENCH OAK 3999

750
ML

Glenlivet
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3299

750
ML

Glenfiddich
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3199

Speyburn
10-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 1999

750
ML

Chivas Regal
18-YEAR OLD 5999Ketel One

REG. OR CITROEN 3599 Bombay
Sapphire 3599

Plymouth 1999

WHISKIES
Jameson
12-YEAR OLD
IRISH WHISKEY 2999

Knob Creek
SOUR MASH 2699

Jim Beam 2499

Remy Martin Cognacs ALL 750 ML

VSOP3299 1738 Accord
Royal 4499

XO

9999

•Pinot Noir NAPA  . .1699

•Merlot NAPA  . . . . . .1499

•Cabernet
KNIGHT’S VALLEY  . . . . . .1999

•Cabernet
•Merlot. . . . . . . . . 1799

•Chardonnay . . 1399

•Sauvignon
Blanc. . . . . . . . . . . 1299 •Chardonnay

NAPA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1199

•Sauvignon
Blanc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1299

Almaden
•CHABLIS  •BLUSH CHABLIS
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY   •RHINE 1099

5 L
BOX

5 L
BOX

•CABERNET    •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•WHITE ZINFANDEL 1299

•Riserva Ducale
Chianti
GOLD LABEL TAN LABEL

2799 1899

Opici
HOMEMADE BARBERONE 1299

TEQUILA

COGNACS
ALL 750 MLDeLaroche

VS
1499

VSOP
1999

XO
3999

GREEN
15-YR. OLD

4499

BLACK
12-YR. OLD

2799

GOLD
18-YR. OLD

5999
750
ML

4299

BLANCO

3299

AÑEJO

750 ML 750 ML

REPOSADO

3699

BLUE
LABEL

16999
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Family of Scotches

Johnnie
Walker

Johnnie
Walker

SUN MON TUES WED THURS  FRI SAT
13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26

December 2006Prices effective:
Dec. 13 thru
Dec. 26

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT YELLOW LABEL
CHAMPAGNE 3599 Korbel

BRUT, EXTRA DRY OR BRUT ROSÉ1099

Pommery BRUT 2999 Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 799

Andre
SPARKLING WINES 399

Banfi ROSA REGALE 1499Dom Perignon
BRUT CHAMPAGNE 10999

Moet & Chandon
WHITE STAR 2999

750
ML

750
ML

Mionetto PROSECCO1299
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Heidsieck
Monopole BLUE TOP 2499

750
ML

750
ML

Sparkling Wines & Champagnes Ports & Sherries

•Harvey’s
BRISTOL CREAM
SHERRY

•Dry Sack SHERRY1199

•Modus  . . .1999

•Il Ducale
RED  . . . . . . . .1599

Quinta do
Noval Ports

•RUBY •TAWNY

999
750
ML

•LB

1599
750
ML

•LBV 1998

1999
750
ML

•10-YR.
OLD
TAWNY 2499

750
ML

•20-YR.
OLD
TAWNY5999

750
ML

750
ML

M&R Asti 999

Santa
Margherita
Pinot
Grigio 1899

ALL 750 MLS

NAPA VALLEY
WINES
ALL 750 MLS

Rosemount

•CHARDONNAY799

•MERLOT
•CABERNET
•SHIRAZ 999

HappyHolidays
Please check stores for Holiday Hours

Moselland
Riesling

999

375
ML

Beringer
White
Zinfandel 899

1.5 L 1.5 L

M M

1.75 L

Seagram’s 
7 Crown 1599

Crown Royal2099

Seagram’s 
VO 1999

750
ML

750
ML

Gentleman
Jack SOUR MASH 2199

750
ML

750
ML

Black Bush
IRISH WHISKEY 2999

750
ML

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

Corazon 
de Agave

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

Redwood
Creek
•CABERNET   
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

•MERLOT

999

Woodbridge
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY   •SYRAH
•PINOT NOIR
•PINOT
GRIGIO

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Gordon’s 1499

Crystal 1099

1.75 L

1.75 L1.75 L

1.75 L

750
ML

750 ML

E&J
VSOP Brandy

899

Hiram Walker
Blackberry Brandy

1799
1.75 L

RED
LABEL GIN

Chivas Regal

499912-YEAR
OLD
SCOTCH

1099
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML 750

ML
750
ML

Bella Sera
Pinot Grigio
(AND ALL
OTHER TYPES) 999

SterlingSterlingSterlingSterling

RuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffino

4 L

750
ML 1.5 L

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

•ZINFANDEL
•WT. ZINFANDEL

Glen
Ellen
•CABERNET   
•CHARDONNAY
•WT. ZINFANDEL
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT

699

Smoking
Loon
ALL TYPES

799

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

®

Debit
Card

Cointreau

2999

1999
Gozio Amaretto

2199

Grand
Marnier

•Giori
Lemoncello

•Kahlua 1699
750
ML

•B&B Liqueur
•Drambuie1799

Frangelico

750 ML 1 L

1 L

750 ML

•Licor 43
•Starbucks

• COFFEE LIQUEUR
• CREAM  COFFEE

LIQUEUR 1899
750 
ML

2899
750
ML

2599
750
ML

8.3-OZ. CANS, 4-PACKS

Red Bull
REG. OR SUGAR FREE

699

1.75 L

750
ML

750
ML

Your
Choice!

1.5 L

1.5 L

899
1.5 L

•Di Saronno
•Baileys

Irish Cream & Flavors

•Romana
Sambuca

1.75 L

1.75 L

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace

MERRY CHRISTMAS, IRAQ…Members of the U.S. Army’s Third Stryker
Brigade Combat Team of the Second Infantry Division serving in Iraq will receive
special protective eyewear in time for Christmas, thanks to Westfield Rotarians.
When hearing of the soldiers’ wish, a Rotarian fundraising committee, led by
Joseph Biren, contacted Wiley X Eyewear in California to buy the equipment.
Learning of the mission, the company generously donated the eyewear for the
soldiers. Pictured above, Staff Sgt. James Ferrier in Iraq wishes everyone in
Westfield a Merry Christmas and thank you.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Ex-Sen. Pres. Lynch
Gets 39 Months In Jail
Former State Senate President John

Lynch, 68, was sentenced Tuesday in
federal court in Newark to 39 months
in prison for taking bribes from a
developer. U.S. District Court Judge
Stanley Chesler said during sentenc-
ing that he hoped New Jersey public
officials “will get the message.” Mr.
Lynch was also fined $50,000, ac-
cording to The Star-Ledger’s website.

Menendez-Kean Race
Topped $35 Million

The Robert Menendez-Tom Kean,
Jr. U.S. Senate race was the second-
most expensive in New Jersey his-
tory, costing nearly $35 million, ac-
cording to federal campaign finance
reports and as reported in The Star-
Ledger.

Mr. Menendez spent $12.8 million
to Mr. Kean’s $7.1 million. In addi-
tion, national parties contributed $15
million – $9.7 million from Demo-
crats versus $5.1 million from Re-
publicans.

In 2000, current Governor Jon
Corzine spent $62 million of his own
money on his U.S. Senate campaign.
Total spending by all candidates that
year was $81 million. In 2002, New
Jersey U.S. Senate candidates spent
$20.1 million.

Lonegan Upset Over
Complaint Dropping
Bogota Mayor Steven Lonegan has

said he is disappointed the state’s
Joint Committee on Ethical Standards
rejected 24 of 35 ethics complaints
without deeper investigation.

“Ultimately, this ethics board is
completely useless,” he told The Cou-
rier-News.

Mr. Lonegan filed the ethics com-
plaints.

Pallone Said to Be Next
Energy, Comm. Chair
According to njpolitics.com, Con-

gress Daily reports that Rep. Frank
Pallone will be the next chairman of
the House Energy, Commerce and
Health Subcommittee, considered one
of the most powerful posts in Con-
gress. The panel has jurisdiction over
Medicaid, some parts of Medicare,
the FDA and the National Institutes
of Health and the Centers for Disease
Control.

Warren County Names
Freeholder’s Son Clerk

Chad Chamberlain, the son of War-
ren County Freeholder Director
Everett Chamberlain, a Republican,
was named this week to the vacated
county clerk position over longtime
Deputy Clerk Pat Kolb, according to
The Express-Times. Ms. Kolb has in-
dicated she would challenge Chad
Chamberlain in the June GOP Pri-
mary Election.

Gov. Jon Corzine must approve
Mr. Chamberlain’s appointment.

Today’s
Tongue Twister

The “Triple Dipper Pension Ripper”
tongue twister has appeared on blogs in
reference to N.J. State Senator Fred
Madden (D-Washington Township).

Mr. Madden receives $49,000 per
year as a state senator, $79,200 in
retirement pay as a former state police
superintendent and is in line for an
additional state job as dean of
Gloucester County College’s Division
of Public Safety and Security, which
currently pays $76,128 per year.

DuHaime to Head NJ
Campaign for Giuliani
Njpolitics.com reported last week

that New Jerseyan Michael DuHaime,
32, would run former New York City
Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s campaign for
New Jersey for the 2008 Republican
presidential nomination. Mr. DuHaime
will become the executive director of
Mr. Giuliani’s exploratory commit-
tee, to be named later this month. He
would join the campaign if the former
mayor formally enters the race.

Mr. DuHaime has been the Repub-
lican National Committee political
director since 2005 and was the re-
gional political director of the 2004
Bush/Cheney campaign. He has held
posts with the New Jersey Republi-
can State Committee and Bob Franks’
2000 U.S. Senate campaign.

Garwood Dog Licenses
Due January

GARWOOD — Garwood dog li-
censes are due during the month of
January. To obtain or renew a license,
visit the municipal clerk’s office at
403 South Avenue in Garwood Mon-
day through Friday, between 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Proof of rabies vaccina-
tion covering the entire licensing year
is necessary.

The annual mayor and council re-
organization meeting for 2007 will
be held on Monday, January 1 at 3
p.m. in the council chambers of the
municipal building, located at 403
South Avenue in Garwood. The pub-
lic is encouraged to attend.

For information, please call (908)
789-0710.

Internet Lounge in
Fanwood to Close

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Busi-
ness and Professional Association has
reported that the Internet Lounge lo-
cated at 256 South Avenue in Fanwood
will close its business at the end of
this month.

Everything in the premises is on
sale, including commercial kitchen
appliances, office furniture, comput-
ers and posters, among other items.
For more information, call (908) 884-
8688.

Garwood BOE Advised by Prosecutor
To Review Closed Session Practices

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Board attorney John
Geppert reported at Tuesday’s meeting
that the Garwood Board of Education
(BOE) did not violate the Open Public
Meetings Act, as asserted by the Libertar-
ian Party of Central New Jersey (LPCNJ).
However, the BOE was advised in a letter
from the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice to “review its practices” regarding
entering into closed sessions.

On November 29, the LPCNJ sent a
letter to Ann Rubin of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Offices, stating that the BOE
had violated the act and asking that her
office investigate the matter. The com-
plaint was based on minutes of the execu-
tive sessions of October 18, 2005, April
6, 2006 and June 20, 2006. The LPCNJ
letter can be obtained at lpsmc.org/OGTF/
GarwoodBOEWebready.pdf.

In a December 13 letter to the LPCNJ,
Ms. Rubin concluded that the BOE did
not commit any wrongdoings but should
“review its practices regarding resolu-
tions for closed sessions and minutes of
those sessions where official action is
taken to provide more details in the ap-
propriate case.”

The board’s monthly meeting Tuesday
night began with the handing out of cer-
tificates to the district’s honor society
members for the first marking period.
Dozens of children and their families
were in attendance.

Monty Brown, chairman of the build-
ing and grounds committee, reported that
necessary repairs to the school’s heating
and cooling system would cost $18,000
to $21,000. The board said it would look
into ways to offset those costs, including
the possibly of utilizing grant money.

The board approved the use of the gym
by the Garwood Recreation Department
for basketball games on Saturdays in Janu-
ary and February. The board is “working
with the administration to come up with a
plan” to handle custodial overtime, board
member Christine Guerriero said.

Board President Adele Lewis reported
that the Education Foundation of Garwood
is increasing their scholarship to two
Garwood seniors from $250 each to $500.

The after-school program of Lincoln/
Franklin School with the YMCA of
Westfield awaits approval from the state.
The district will bus students to the Y in
Westfield while the agency waits for the
state license.

Latest Financial Cents
TRENTON – Senator Ray Lesniak

(D-Elizabeth) has announced that he
will introduce a bill to sell the New
Jersey Turnpike and other major toll
roads in hopes of garnering $10 bil-
lion for the state coffers.

“It’s not rocket science, it’s how
you are going to generate resources,”
said Gov. Jon Corzine.
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I Tried to be Careful Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, won-
derment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus
was on my mind. I thought I’d been good most of
the year and that Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’
window with the foul ball that it was an accident.
I was sure Santa would also understand that when
we heard the shattering glass, there was a moment
of panic. Yes, we all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window
before we even got home. A stern lecture and
direct orders to go over to Mr. Jones and confess
that I did it – that’s what I got. Mr. Jones tried to
be very stern and asked if I’d rake and weed his
garden to help pay for it. I did. He then thanked me
for owning up and asked that I be more careful
next time. I think he even smiled, now that I look
back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because

Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so
longed for. And next year I got the red Western
Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the
year – everyone smiled and wished all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. For a moment
at least, there was “Peace on Earth and Goodwill
Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back
then. The only thing I believed was that “Merry
Christmas” was the warmest possible greeting
that one person could give to another. It was only
pure good in the intent.

We’ll, after all those years I might have broken
a few other windows since – but I always owned
up. I tried to be careful Mr. Jones. And thank you
Santa for understanding.

I still think it’s okay to say “Merry Christmas.”
In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas every-

one – and Happy New Year!
Reprinted from December 26, 2002 edition of The Westfield Leader

and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

21st District News

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr.- Westfield
Asm. Jon Bramnick - Westfield

Asm. Eric Munoz - Summit

We wanted to thank all of the con-
cerned citizens who contacted us over the
past few weeks regarding several pieces
of education-related legislation that were
introduced and listed for voting consider-
ation by both the Assembly and the Sen-
ate. We appreciated your patience as we
worked hard to gather current and rel-
evant information on such bills as the
CORE proposals, which included a county
school superintendent with local veto
powers (S10/A4) and the countywide
administration pilot program (S7/A8). As
you know, these measures were rewritten
and re-introduced without the benefit of
public discussion or legislative commit-
tee consideration.

We are pleased to report, however,
that both measures failed to garner
enough support in the Senate on Thurs-
day, December 14. Senate bill 10 was
never called for a vote, and S7 was
posted for a Senate vote but was pulled
by the sponsors after the measure failed
to receive the required amount of votes
to pass. Senator Kean was among the 20
senators who cast a “negative” vote on
S7. As the bills were not released from
the Senate, the Assembly did not vote on
the revised measures yesterday. How-
ever, both Assemblymen Munoz and As-
semblyman Bramnick cast negative votes

We Delivered Strong
Message to the
NJ Legislature

on both bills in their original forms on
Monday, December 11, and were pre-
pared to oppose them again.

Please understand that we, as District
21 legislators, delivered strong messages
to both the legislative leadership in both
houses, as well as the sponsors of these
measures, that we shared our constitu-
ents’ concerns that these two education
measures would fail to deliver property
tax savings while damaging strong and
functioning local education systems.

We will continue to oppose these mea-
sures and any others that still might be
proposed that would undermine our local
education efforts. However, we would
ask all concerned citizens to remain en-
gaged as the Legislature is expected to
return on January 8, and both of these bills
could still be called for a new vote. As
such, you may want to email Senate Presi-
dent Richard Codey
(SenCodey@njleg.org) and Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts
(AsmRoberts@njleg.org) and voice your
ongoing opposition to the CORE propos-
als and the County Pilot legislation.

Again, we thank you for ongoing inter-
est and enthusiastic advocacy, and we
look forward to working with all of our
constituents on issues of concern and
interest to them in the coming year.

State and County Control of
Our Education is a Hijacking

Happy Holidays War
Is Un-Christian

In response to the letter from Michael
Chapman of the Media Research Center:

There is something profoundly un-
Christian about the characterization of
the phrase “Happy Holidays” (used as an
alternative to “Merry Christmas”) as be-
ing a “War On Christmas.” The “war”
term seems rather excessive here; rather,
many people make an effort to include
those of other faiths in the holiday season.
(Dare I say it’s a sentiment very much
aligned with the true Christian spirit?)
Christmas evolved, after all, from Pagan
holidays, and every major faith seems to
need a celebration of renewal at about this
time of year. Despite the presence of a
White House resident who believes Jesus
talks to him directly, we still allow other
religions to be practiced in this country.

The beauty of America and the Ameri-
can ideal is in freedom; at its best, America
is the embodiment of a belief that my
rights end exactly where they infringe on
yours. Because these lines are often blurry,
the way we exist as a society is through
mutual tolerance. Hence, “Happy Holi-
days” works for a great many people.

If Michael Alexander or Wal-Mart
choose to say “Merry Christmas,” they
have the absolute freedom to do so. Those
who choose “Happy Holidays” are usu-
ally trying to be kinder and more inclu-
sive of everyone; one could in fact find it
mildly offensive for someone to assume a
store’s patrons are Christian simply be-
cause they’re in America. Amazingly
enough, Jews, Muslims, Hindus and athe-
ists are allowed to shop and reports have
it that their dollars are seemingly as good
as those of the assumed Christian faith.
Further, some say these people may even
live relatively moral and ethical lives.
Imagine!

For most of us, good wishes are good
wishes. I am truly thankful that I live in a
place where I can say and do as I choose.

Merry Christmas, Happy Hannukah,
Happy Holidays and may we all find
ways to live together more peacefully in
the New Year.

Travis Hudelson
Westfield

Why Do I Love the Westfield School
Bond up for Vote in January?

This letter is to express my surprise and
concern over the current legislation pend-
ing in the NJ State Senate regarding an
experiment in reworking how local pub-
lic schools are funded and controlled.

If put into law as written, and Union
County is selected to be the victim of this
experiment, it will be state sponsored
hijacking of our public school funding
and control. It will have an immediate and
direct negative impact on every family in
Westfield and the surrounding towns.

Even if another county is selected to be
the subject of this experiment, it will set a
terrible precedence and leave Westfield
and other towns vulnerable to this type of
hijacking in the future.

Our families and our children deserve
better treatment than this, and they de-
serve to live their lives and educate their
children without this type of threat loom-
ing over them.

Without the benefit of analysis, debate,
public scrutiny and exchange of ideas,
this legislation appears to be a cowardly
extreme grasp for power by the sponsor-
ing state and county politicians.

If this legislation does not pass the
Senate and is not put into law, we can
view this as an attempted hijacking and
should mobilize to protect ourselves from
this type of threat in the future.

Jeffrey Paul
Westfield

I monitored the recent work by the
BOE and the Citizens Advisory Group on
Enrollment, to devise an equitable, cost
efficient and proactive solution to the
school crowding issue. The part of the
plan that requires our yes vote in January
is a construction and renovation bond.

Why do I love the bond?
I’m greedy. Since I became a Westfield

homeowner and taxpayer, the increase in
my home equity has run about quintuple
my tax bill. If I could own enough
Westfield real estate I could retire today.
As a realtor, I know first hand that our
property appreciation is closely tied to
our reputation for educational excellence.
To keep my investment humming, I am
delighted to pay an annual $80 charge to
preserve and enhance that excellence.

I like twofers, lagniappes and baker’s
dozens. The lion’s share of the bond is
devoted to renovating Lincoln School
into a town wide, state of art K and special
ed pre-K building. That one inspired
maneuver delivers all these benefits:

It creates classrooms in all the elemen-
tary schools to solve enrollment over-
loads. It keeps our class sizes at levels
proven to foster the excellence we de-
mand of our system.

It evades the prospect of chronic redis-
tricting of elementary schools, as differ-
ent schools burst with overpopulation in
different years.

It facilitates a synergistic, cost effi-
cient kindergarten locus whose program
will elevate our education reputation ever
higher. It makes possible dedicated art
and music rooms in elementary schools,
correcting a week spot in our regional
educational standing.

I’m frugal. As a manager, I like to see
employees work as effectively as pos-
sible, as many minutes per hour as pos-
sible. I have had an up close look at the
workings of our education system’s teach-
ers, administrators, board and custodians,
and I judge the system to be a spectacular
bargain. No one in our municipal employ
surpasses our education team in output,
sincerity and attention to the taxpayer
dollar.  They produce a measurably supe-
rior education at a proven below-average
cost per pupil.

I fix the roof before it leaks. Everything
the bond proposes can be done proactively,
at today’s prices, or in a panic at future
prices. Construction is one of the most
inflationary elements in our economy.
And the sooner we do it, the sooner our
children and town prestige benefit.

I’m a dad. I want my kids in an excel-
lent school system. Excellence is costlier
than mediocrity. Eighty semolina a year
is a steal to stay on the excellence side of
that divide.

I like government for the people, by the
people. When we, the people of Westfield,
use our real estate (Lincoln School) in an
affirmative way, it precludes undesired
uses by outside education Commissari-
ats. When we, the people of Westfield,
dedicate our resources through bonding,
to a need we recognize, no out of town
functionary will be able to redirect those
resources.

Voting yes for the bond is good for our
town, our values and our children. It is in
everyone’s interest to see it pass.

Scott Gleason
Westfield

The Latest Christmas
Bashing Du Jour

The latest version is in the form of
Charlie Sheen, the actor. His character
took a well-loved hymn of the Christmas
season (“Joy to the World”) and changed
the lyrics to celebrate his hopes of sexual
satisfaction. Don’t denigrate a secular
song like “White Christmas” or “Frosty
the Snowman.” No, take a church hymn
and pervert it real good so that more
people can be offended in this time of
peace and goodwill.

But don’t worry Mr. Sheen and all you
who produce that worthless program, you
will not suffer the same fate as the late
Dutch movie director, Theo Van Gogh.
His artistic freedom could not be toler-
ated by some religious radicals. You’re in
America.

Christianity defends and supports your
right to say the kinds of things that are not
tolerated in other places. You’re simply a
modern version of the Bethlehem inn-
keeper who sent a couple in need on their
way — a modern day Herod who did the
unthinkable for his own narcissistic pur-
poses.

Our prayer is that you will see the light
someday. At the risk of offending your
enlightened sensibilities, I wish the cast
and crew of Two and a Half Men, a Merry
Christmas.

William Page
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor
Historic Preservation Comm. Opposes

Subdividing Wychwood Gatehouse
The current application by the owner to

subdivide the “Little Gatehouse” property
at the South Gate to Wychwood (200 Can-
terbury Road) so that a large new home can
be added to this site has aroused serious
concerns among many Westfielders. The
planning board hearing for this historic
Canterbury Road site will be held on Thurs-
day, January 4, at 7:30 p.m. in the munici-
pal council chambers.

Wychwood is a development created
in the 1920s by the developer, Arthur
Rule, to fulfill his vision of creating a
pastoral suburban enclave. The South
Gatehouse and the “Little Gatehouse,”
sitting across Wychwood Road from each
other, share common materials and were
meant to complement each other visually
to form a picturesque entrance to the
community.

The importance of the South Gate and
the pair of distinctly different, yet harmo-
nious, gatehouses to the designers and
developers of Wychwood is captured in
their own description: “Here is the portal
to a community that is dedicated to a
spiritual and physical health not often
encountered in this day; where a hurried
cash reward for their enterprise is not
uppermost in the thoughts of its founders.
Neighborhood standards of tradition,
charm, and love of nature, are thus in-
spired which will naturally preserve the
spirit of Wychwood, long after its present
sponsors have ceased to exert a direct
influence.”

The proposed subdivision envisions
the placement of a new home “in front of”
the Little Gatehouse, between it and East
Broad Street; the little Gatehouse would
be lost behind the new construction.

The October 2002 Westfield Historic
Preservation Plan identifies the South
Gatehouse and the Little Gatehouse as
“outstanding structures” within
Wychwood. While the South Gate is not
formally designated as a historic land-
mark, its designation in the October 2002
Historic Preservation Plan requires that
the planning board consider its historic

status in evaluating the present applica-
tion. The plan provides that, “Although
not all sites and districts in the plan ele-
ment have been formally designated, their
inclusion in the plan should nonetheless
be one of the factors used in decision-
making by the planning board, the board
of adjustment, the town council and the
town administration, other governmental
agencies and the general public.”

Westfield’s rich, diverse historic archi-
tecture helps to define the character of our
community and has attracted many new
homeowners to our beautiful town. Subdi-
viding- and worse yet, demolishing - some
of our landmark properties can only result
in irreparable loss for everyone.

The Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission opposes the subdivision of
this unique and architectural treasure and
encourages others who share our con-
cerns to attend the January 4 planning
board meeting.

Betty List
WHPC Chair Town Historian

Math in Westfield School Bond Debate;
Reader Asks for One Good Reason

I really want a reason to support the
school bond in the special election to be
held on January 23, 2007. However, I am
continually disappointed at the BOE co-
ordinated “Vote Yes” campaign. The little
things and the big things just don’t add up
in my mind.

First, the “vote yes group,” Citizens for
Education (which is coordinated by the
Board of Education), is distributing lit-
erature that is just plain wrong, and con-
tains a simple math error. Although not a
big error, it would be marked wrong on
my kids’ math tests. If you want me to
agree to spend $10 million, please get the
basics correct.

Here are some other equations I’ve
worked out after reading about the bond
and attending meetings. Roosevelt School
plus $3 million equals 10 minutes more
lunchtime plus a larger library. Also,
Roosevelt plus $3 million equals no in-
creased classroom space.

Roosevelt is without question over-
crowded; Edison, however, is not at ca-
pacity. Redistricting will happen. The
BOE has said it, and the parts of Westfield
that will be redistricted to Edison already
know it. Why spend $3 million to solve
the problem the school has now (over-
crowding), before it is redistricted (pre-
sumably to the correct capacity)? Will the
lunch schedule change, and will the need
for a larger library be the same with a
smaller school population?

Roosevelt, like the other schools in
Westfield, has facilities/physical plant
problems. No one denies this. But what
will the bond do for overcrowding at the
intermediate school level? The answer
appears to be nothing.

Another equation: Lincoln School plus
$6 million equals “Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center?” Alternatively, Lincoln School
plus $6 million equals a warehouse to hold
special needs students, kindergarten classes
and a plan to make it into a learning center
to follow. I don’t know about you, but
neighborhood elementary schools were a
draw for me when moving to Westfield
seven years ago.

The idea of an “early learning center”

seems appealing. But, what will that look
like, and can it be accomplished at the
renovated Lincoln School? Lincoln
School will have 15 classrooms, minus a
few set aside for special needs programs
currently housed at Edison and other
schools like McKinley and Franklin, mi-
nus an art room, minus a music room,
minus a room or two for newly initiated
in-district programs for disabled students.
The end result is not very many new
classrooms for what is supposed to be the
early learning center.

Why transition your child from pre-
school/daycare, to Lincoln for a year,
then transition to your neighborhood
school for 1-5th grade? I would suspect
many parents would put their five-year-
olds in private kindergarten programs
(most likely full-day programs), instead
of Lincoln School, and then transition
them to their neighborhood schools in 1st
grade.

Last equation (really more of a proof):
Educational decision-making by the BOE
for all Southside kids plus 40 ten-year-
olds who live on the Northside of
Westfield equals enhanced educational
elective opportunities for the entire
Southside of Westfield. Also, Mandarin
Chinese and robotics courses will be given
as electives at Edison, if and only if, 40
kids from the Northside agree to take
them each year. Thus, Mandarin or robot-
ics equals yes or no?” depending on your
address.

I thought we paid many people, and
elected many others, to make decisions
about education in Westfield. It appears,
unfortunately, that I am mistaken. Educa-
tion at Edison, at least, depends on deci-
sions of 40 ten-year-olds. Beyond that
absurdity, just wait until they truly under-
stand their real power and make
SpongeBob SquarePants required view-
ing (in Mandarin Chinese, of course) and
replace their school song with a track
from Green Day or The Killers.

Please give me a reason, just one, to
vote Yes.

Ken Sumner
Westfield

Thank You for the
Beautiful Songs

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department, I would like to thank Mr.
Thomas Connors and the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band along with Kristine
Smith-Morasso and the Edison Broad-
way Singers for participating in our an-
nual holiday concert held on Wednesday,
December 6 at Edison Intermediate
School.

We had over 100 people come out and
enjoy what was an entertaining evening
of beautiful songs and sounds performed
by the Community Concert Band and the
Edison Broadway Singers. It was a per-
fect way to begin the holiday season.

Once again, thank you all for an out-
standing performance. I look forward to
working with you again next year.

Traci Kastner
Program Coord. Westfield Rec. Dept.

Megan, Reporter and
Friend, Says Goodbye
I would like to thank you for giving me

the privilege of reporting and writing for
The Westfield Leader and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

I am proud to say that reporting for
your fine newspaper has been a wonder-
ful experience for me, and I particularly
enjoyed covering the Westfield Board of
Education. Your newspaper is a fantastic
asset to this community, and the quality
of all members of your staff is both pro-
fessional and exemplary. I will truly miss
writing about and chatting with the people
of Westfield.

Please know that you will always be a
favorite in my bookmarks.

Meghan Gill
Newton, NJ

Editor’s Note: Meghan and her hus-
band, Kieran, came from Ireland, made
this area their home and have been a
delight to us all. With their newly born
daughter, Aisling, they found a house in
Newton to make their family home. We
will miss them. Meghan is an outstanding
journalist and a wonderful person.

WHS Musical Talent is
Gift to the Community

I attended the winter instrumental con-
cert at WHS this evening (Tuesday, De-
cember 12) as my daughter Victoria is a
member of the wind ensemble. The level
of musical pieces performed by the two
jazz bands, symphonic concert band and
wind ensemble were magnificent.

All the student performers and their in-
structors should be commended for their
time, effort and obvious hours of practice
that gave way to a very enjoyable perfor-
mance. It certainly was refreshing to see so
many of our young people involved in such
a worthwhile and entertaining endeavor.

Once again, thank you to all who par-
ticipated in the Westfield High School
Winter Concert. Keep up the good work.

Linda Attanasio
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zax – An instrument for trimming

roofing slates
2. Valise – A small suitcase
3. Phocine – Relating to seals
4. Spreaghery – Cattle stealing

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RHEXIS
1. In medicine, the rupture of an organ

or vessel
2. An early stage or beginning
3. A swift deerlike animal of southeast-

ern Africa
4. A mild form of smallpox

LAMPADEDROMY
1. A large dolphin of the North Atlantic

having few teeth
2. A torch in honor of Prometheus
3. A catfish native to the River Nile
4. An electric eel

SPOOR
1. The tracks of a wild animal
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
MATANZA

1. A slaughterhouse
2. An outside staircase
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. A trap, snare

See more Letters
Page 19
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“Verizon’s fiber service 
blew them all away.”

PC Magazine, August 22, 2006*

When it comes to speed, Verizon FiOS Internet tested faster than 
Optimum Online, Cox, Comcast and a whole lot more.

Recently, 10,000 readers of PC Magazine took their Internet

service providers on a speed test. And the results were clear:

“At an average of 271 kilobits per second, fiber was 35 

percent faster than cable….”

Internet service powerful enough to do it all. FiOS 

Internet lets you easily stream clips on YouTubeTM. Quickly 

post photos to online albums and purchase MP3s. And,

because our network goes all the way to your home, you can

be sure you’re getting 100% fiber-optic power all the time. 

Get started with our ultrafast 10 Mbps package for only 

$39.99 a month, when you sign up for a year. We’ll even

include a home networking router and professional 

installation. So all your 

computers can connect 

to the high-speed 

service that’s got the 

experts talking.

It’s time for something better. 
Call 1-888-382-8505 or visit verizonfios.com/internet.

$3999
A MONTH FOR

FIBER-OPTIC
INTERNET

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
*PC Magazine, “Real-world testing: Find the fastest ISP,” August 22, 2006. Reprinted from PC Magazine, August 22, 2006 with permission. ©2006 Ziff Davis Publishing Holdings Inc. All Rights Reserved. PC Magazine Fastest ISP Award Logo is a trademark of Ziff Davis Publishing Holdings Inc. Used under license.
Offer for new Verizon FiOS Internet customers only. One-year commitment required. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only
(there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required. Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. If service is 
cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. Month-to-month packages are available. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required.
Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh® compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central office serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of
wiring at your location, computer configuration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon High Speed Internet customers who move to FiOS Internet service will have their Verizon High Speed Internet permanently disabled
after their FiOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Valid through 2/16/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change without notice.

Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VOIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VOIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones,
answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. YouTube is a trade name or trademark of its owner. ©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. VEFIOS60311NJ-B
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The Parish Community of Saint Helen
Westfield

May the light of this holy season
fill our hearts with love and our

world with peace . . .

Calvary Lutheran Church
Names New Music Director
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, recently
welcomed F. Paul Dickey as its new
music director for the congregation.

Mr. Dickey holds a Master of Sa-
cred Music degree
from Union Theologi-
cal Seminary in New
York City and has over
30 years of conduct-
ing, teaching and per-
forming experience in
organ, hand bells and
choral music.

His career has been
dedicated to church ser-
vice, including having
held the position of
music director at the
Trinity Lutheran
Church in Bogota and
the Basking Ridge Presbyterian
Church. He came to Calvary Lutheran
from the United Reformed Church in
Somerville.

Mr. Dickey now serves as organist
for all Calvary’s worship services and
leads the adult, youth and children’s
music programs. Calvary has choirs
for adults, young and elementary-age
children, a hand bell choir and a teen
performing group known as SPIRYT

(Singers, Players, Instrumentalists,
Ringers Youth Team).

“I’m very grateful to have a person
with Paul’s many years of experience
join our Music Department,” said the
Reverend Carol Lindsay, Calvary’s

pastor, in welcoming the
new music director.

“Having served in dif-
ferent faith traditions, he
brings a wealth of expe-
rience, both musically
and liturgically. And his
skill in building a strong
musical program that in-
volves all – young and
old, of various ages and
stages of life – fits well
within the spirit of the
Calvary congregation,”
she added.

Besides his church
duties, Mr. Dickey is available for
private music lessons in piano, theory,
ear training and sight singing. He
may be reached by calling the church
office at (908) 276-2418.

The Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America
and has served the Cranford-Westfield
area and surrounding communities
for 78 years.

F. Paul Dickey

Donald Sheldon Winds Up
Tenure on Tiny Tim Board

SCOTCH PLAINS – Donald
Sheldon recently retired from the
board of trustees of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Tiny Tim Fund after
more than 20 years of service. A
dinner in his honor was held at the
Plainfield Country Club in Edison to
commemorate his dedication and
long-time commitment to children in
the community.

Dr. Sheldon began the non-profit
Tiny Tim Fund in 1983 to provide
financial assistance to children in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood who are in
need of medical or dental care and
cannot afford it. It also provides funds
for psychological testing, prescriptions
and medical supplies and equipment.

Donations to benefit the fund are
received from members of the com-
munity during the organization’s an-
nual Carol Night. Local children and
neighborhood adult groups sing
Christmas carols and Chanukah songs
throughout the neighborhoods of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

A volunteer trustee board com-
prised of Fanwood and Scotch Plains
residents runs the fund. Trustees have
backgrounds in fields such as educa-
tion, medicine, religion, social work
and business. Some board members
have been volunteers since the fund’s
inception.

During his tenure with the Tiny

Tim Fund, Dr. Sheldon served as presi-
dent many times and also was in
charge of case management, in which
he coordinated medical services be-
tween children and local physicians.
He also held numerous positions on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, including president.

Depending on the extent of care
needed and other  circumstances, even
families with health insurance cover-
age may be eligible for assistance
from the Tiny Tim Fund.

 An application is available by writ-
ing to: The Tiny Tim Fund, P.O. Box
181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023. For more
details about financial assistance,
volunteering for a carol group or
making a donation, please call Tiny
Tim President Barbara Anilo at (908)
322-4472 or write to the Tiny Tim
Fund at the above address.

Scout Alexander Yorkovich
Honored With Eagle Award
FANWOOD – Alexander

Yorkovich of Fanwood’s Boy Scout
Troop 33 recently achieved Eagle
Scout status – the highest rank be-
stowed by the Boy Scouts of
America. He received his Eagle
Award during a special
Court of Honor cer-
emony November 25 at
the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church.

For his Eagle Scout
Leadership Service
Project, Fanwood resi-
dent Alex organized and
led members, families and
friends of Troop 33 in
making much-needed im-
provements to the
Fanwood Recycling Cen-
ter located on North Av-
enue in Fanwood.

Logging a total of 214 hours, Alex
and his crews repaired, prepped and
painted the center’s bins and sheds –
not just making them more attrac-
tive, but safer as well, for the volun-
teers who work there every week.

Alex thanked his parents, Ron and
Peggy Yorkovich, for their support
and his project advisor, Dave
Northrup, for his guidance. He also
expressed appreciation to several
area businesses, including Young’s
Paint, Home Depot and Lowe’s
Home Improvement, for donating
all needed supplies.

Calling the project “impressive,”
Recycling Center Site Manager Alan

Ebersole said, “the citizens of all the
towns using the Recycling Center
will benefit from Alex’s efforts.”

Alex has been involved in scout-
ing since elementary school and a
member of Troop 33 since 2002.

Since joining Troop 33,
he has served as troop
quartermaster, assistant
patrol leader and patrol
leader. He also has been
Den Chief with a local
Cub Scout den for the past
two years and has coor-
dinated the Anheuser
Busch Brewery BIC (Be-
cause I Care) book col-
lection drive for four
years – helping to collect
more than 4,000 books
for Newark schoolchil-

dren in the past year alone.
In addition to his service project,

an Eagle candidate must advance
through five scout ranks, demon-
strating increasing skills, leadership
and responsibility, while earning 21
merit badges. Besides the 12 required
badges, Alex pursued personal in-
terests through badges in aviation,
computers and reading. A student at
the Academy for Information Tech-
nology in Scotch Plains, he hopes to
pursue a career in computers.

Troop 33 meets each Monday night
during the school year at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church. New members
ages 11 to 17 are welcome through-
out the year. More information is
available at http://bsatroop33.com or
by calling Scoutmaster Tom Loop at
(908) 755-7634.

Alexander Yorkovich

 Labyrinth Walk Slated
For New Year’s Eve

AREA – Members of the public are
invited to walk the labyrinth in Mercy
Hall at Mount Saint Mary in Watchung
from 1 to 3 p.m. on Sunday, December
31. Mount Saint Mary is located at
1645 Route 22, West, opposite Sears.
For more information, please call (908)
756-0994, extension no. 4018, Mon-
day through Friday during the day.

CHAMPION FOR CHILDREN…Donald Sheldon, seated at center, is honored
upon his retirement from the Tiny Tim Fund board of trustees. Joining him,
pictured left to right, are: Seated, his wife, Alice, and Flavia Blechinger, and
standing, Mari McDevitt, Barbara Anilo, Lorraine Chaillet, Tuula Ruhlandt and
the Reverend John Neilson.

Rotary Club Announces
Winners of Benefit Raffle

FANWOOD – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club held the
drawing for its Community Share
Mega 50/50 Raffle on December 13
at the club’s annual holiday dinner
meeting at Pantagis Renaissance res-
taurant in Scotch Plains.

This annual event was a sellout
this year and raised $20,000, with
half the proceeds to be awarded to
several local organizations. These
organizations include CONTACT We
Care, the David Ringle Scholarship
Fund, the Fanwood Community
Foundation, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Frazee House, Inc., Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Student Leadership Conference.

Andy Calamaras, chairman of the
Community Share Raffle Commit-

tee, announced the winners. They
are as follows:

Mitch Portnol of Berkeley Heights
won the first prize of $6,000. Dr. Jim
Checchio sold the ticket. Steve
Schmitz of Scotch Plains won the
second prize of $2,000, with a ticket
purchased at the Rotary Club’s lu-
minary candle sale. Buontempo
Homes of Westfield won the third
prize of $1,000, with a ticket sold by
Bob Kraus. Karen Kraus and Kathy
Bolks of Scotch Plains won the fourth
prize of $1,000, with a ticket sold by
Bob Kraus.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club congratulated the winners
and thanked members of the com-
munity for their support.

Consignment Shop Set
To Accept Spring Items

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League has announced that its
thrift and consignment shops, lo-
cated at 114 Elmer Street in
Westfield, will reopen for business
on Tuesday, January 2, at 9 a.m. after
being closed from December 23
through January 1 for the holidays.

The consignment shop will accept
spring merchandise beginning Janu-
ary 2. Located upstairs, the consign-
ment shop offers varied merchan-
dise for the entire family, including
clothing, shoes, jewelry, household
items and bric-a-brac. The thrift shop,
situated on the main floor of the
building, also is stocked with mer-
chandise for the entire family. Both
shops are open Tuesday through Sat-
urday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A non-profit organization, the
Westfield Service League has do-
nated over $2 million to more than
45 community organizations through
the years. For more information,
please call the thrift shop at (908)
233-2530 or the consignment shop
at (908) 232-1223.

Rescue Squad to Host
Blood Drive Dec. 29

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Res-
cue Squad and New Jersey Blood
Services will sponsor a blood drive
on Friday, December 29, from 3 to
8:30 p.m. Open to the entire commu-
nity, it will be held at the squad facil-
ity at 123 Watson Road in Fanwood.

Blood donors must be over 17
years old, weigh at least 110 pounds
and be in generally good health. All
donors will receive a free mini-exam
including a review of their pulse
rate, blood pressure, iron count (he-
moglobin) and temperature.

Donors will need to present a photo
or signature identification and know
their Social Security number. Those
who are not sure if they are eligible
to donate may call (800) 688-0900.
Walk-ins are welcome and refresh-
ments will be provided.

www.goleader.com
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Westfield Hadassah Chapter
Honors Jeanne Goldstein

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah honored Jeanne
Goldstein as its Woman of the Year at
the Northern New Jersey Region of
Hadassah Myrtle Wreath event De-
cember 10 at the Short Hills Caterers.

A Westfield resident and three-gen-
eration Life Member of Hadassah,
Mrs. Goldstein is a former chapter
president and also served as vice-
president in several positions.  As a
Keeper of the Gate, she has pledged
an annual high level of financial sup-
port to Hadassah. She also is a volun-
teer with several other organizations.

Mrs. Goldstein is a board mem-
ber of the “I Have a Dream” pro-
gram which tutors and mentors stu-
dents in Plainfield. She also serves
on the board of ARK, the Associa-
tion for Rehabilitation with Kind-
ness, a joint project of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield and St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church of
Plainfield that assists low-income
homeowners with crucial repairs.

Additionally, she has undertaken
weeklong building stints with Habi-
tat for Humanity in Georgia, Michi-
gan and Vermont.  She also is a
member of the Auxiliary of
Children’s Specialized Hospital
and, in her “spare” time, knits caps
for African newborns through the
Save the Children Foundation.

A graduate of Brooklyn College
and Columbia Teachers College,
Mrs. Goldstein worked for 27 years
as an administrator at Brooklyn and
Kean Colleges.  She has taught mod-
ern and folk dancing and enjoys ten-

nis and ceramics.
Involvement and a commitment to

“tikkun olam” (repairing the world)
run deep in the Goldstein family. Mrs.
Goldstein’s late husband, Alan, served
as president of Temple Emanu-El, the
Jewish Federation of Central New Jer-
sey and the New Jersey Jewish Fed-
eration.  An endowment fund was es-
tablished in his honor to develop young
leadership in the Jewish community.

Optimists to Provide Needy
With Holiday Food Baskets
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Op-

timist Club, a not-for-profit service
organization, continued its tradition
this year of providing holiday food
baskets to members of the community
in need.

In early December of 1989, the char-
ter members of the newly formed
Westfield Optimist Club were seeking
a special project that would benefit the
community.

It was the late Bill DiLouie who, on
the spur of the moment and with a few
colleagues, began assembling baskets
of food to distribute to needy families
in town a few days before Christmas.
That year, the club distributed 45 bas-
kets and a tradition was born.

The holiday food basket program is
the Optimists’ oldest project. Since
that first inspired and hastily arranged
effort, the club has delivered some 925
baskets to date, club President Steve
Wearly has estimated. “And the 80 we
will provide this year, our 18th,” he
noted, “will take us over 1,000 meals.”

The club’s community budget cov-
ers the cost of about 70 baskets, and
individual members are sponsoring the
remaining 10. Each basket contains the
fixings for a complete Christmas din-
ner, including a turkey, potatoes, veg-
etables, fruit and dessert. Kings Super
Markets of Garwood fills and assembles
all the boxes for much less than what
the contents actually cost.

Several other local merchants also
have supported the club’s efforts by
providing additional items to help
brighten the holidays for fellow towns-
people in need. Last Saturday, the
Optimists gathered to load up the goods
and deliver them to members of the
community.

Calvary Lutheran Reveals
Christmas Service Schedule
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, has an-
nounced its schedule of services for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Services are designed for all ages and
everyone is invited to attend.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay,
Calvary’s pastor, will preside and
preach at all services. Music will be
under the leadership of F. Paul Dickey,
director of music ministry.

On Sunday, Christmas Eve, De-
cember 24, the church will bring the
season of Advent to a close with a 10
a.m. worship service. The Sunday
school children will present “A Gift
for Advent” as the sermon message
for the day.

A young children’s Christmas Eve
Service will be held Sunday at 4 p.m.
This service will include simple car-
ols, the reading of the Christmas story
and the placing of the nativity figures
by some of the children. The Alleluia
Choir, composed of four-, five- and
six-year-olds, will sing.

Calvary’s Christmas Eve Services
of Holy Communion will be held at
new times this year – 6 and 9 p.m. – to
better accommodate family sched-
ules.

The 6 p.m. Family Service will
feature a Nativity tableau presented
by the older children and youth of the
church. The SPIRYT Hand Bell and

Singing Choirs will provide music,
with Daniel Nelson of Scotch Plains
playing saxophone.

The 9 p.m. Candlelight Service of
Holy Communion will feature pre-
lude music by the Calvary Hand Bell
Choir and seasonal anthems and car-
ols by the Calvary Choir, with Mellisa
Toddings of Cranford, soprano solo-
ist.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated on Mon-
day, Christmas Day, December 25, at
10 a.m. Edward Leicht of Cranford,
bass soloist, will provide music.

On Sunday, December 31, a Ser-
vice of Lessons and Carols with Holy
Communion will be held at 10 a.m.

The Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the New Jer-
sey Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. It has served the
Cranford-Westfield area and sur-
rounding communities for 78 years.

Rotarians to Wind Up
Sales of Luminaries

FANWOOD – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club will con-
tinue its annual luminary sale on Sat-
urday and Sunday, December 23 and
24, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. They will be
sold at the Fanwood Municipal Ga-
rage on Manfra Way, across from the
Fanwood Memorial Library at
Tillotson Road and North Avenue.

A popular Christmas custom that
began centuries ago in Spain and
Mexico, luminaries are contained in
paper bags that are placed outdoors
along a sidewalk or driveway on
Christmas Eve to symbolically light
the way to Bethlehem.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
volunteers will wrap up this year’s
candle sales this weekend. Each candle
“kit” costs 50 cents and contains one
candle, a paper bag and sand. All pro-
ceeds from the luminary sale will go to
charities supported by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

The club also will accept non-per-
ishable, packaged food for distribu-
tion to the local food pantry. For more
information about the luminary sale,
please call Neil Schembre at (908)
889-9500.

THREE GENERATIONS…Family members join Jeanne Goldstein of Westfield,
standing, as she is honored as the Westfield Chapter of Hadassah’s Woman of the
Year December 10 at Hadassah’s Myrtle Wreath event. Seated, pictured left to
right, are: Mrs. Goldstein’s daughter, Carol Barlia; her granddaughters Alana
Barlia and Rachel Goldstein, and her daughter-in-law Lori Loebelsohn.

Chapter U Represented
At Luncheon Event

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
P.E.O. Reciprocity Christmas Lun-
cheon and group meeting was held on
December 4 at The Barclay in Belmar.

Those in attendance included
Chapter U members Kathy Storcks
of Westfield, president; Lee
Mumford of Scotch Plains, Cindy
McCrackin of Warren and Sue Miller
of Basking Ridge.

A philanthropic and educational
organization, P.E.O. established the
P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund in 1907
to lend money to deserving women
students to assist them in securing a
higher education.

For more information about P.E.O.,
please visit the organization’s website
at www.peointernational.org. Inter-
ested women also may contact Chap-
ter U to confirm eligibility at
kstorcks@comcast.net.

WELCOME BABY JESUS…The Westminster Preschool of Fanwood performs
“The Christmas Story” on December 15 in which youngsters reenacted the
Nativity for parents and other family members. Pictured are students from Diana
Vasnelis’ and Lorene Knierim’s Four-Year-Old morning classes.

Thrift Shop at Church
To Close For Holidays
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church Thrift Shop currently
is closed for the holidays. It will re-
open on Wednesday, January 10, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with many new
selections of clothing and other items.

Volunteers run the thrift shop,
which is located on McDermott Place
and offers merchandise at bargain
prices. All proceeds are forwarded to
local charities. Everyone is welcome.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 12/27/06

10 %

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10 %

OFF

20 %

OFF

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341 HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$30.99 1.75L
$35.99 1.75L
$26.99 750ml
$19.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$16.99 750ml
$14.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$35.99 1.75L
$31.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

$24.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$36.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$28.99 1.75L
$52.99 1.75L
$56.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

JOIN OUR

WINE OF THE MONTH

CLUB!

A perfect gift!  Have up to three wines
delivered to your door each month with a

very informative newsletter.  Call for details.

August Briggs Dijon Clone Pinot Noir  $21.99

The essence of northern California Pinot Noir.  Big styled and filled with rounded
blackberry and cherry fruit.  Aged in 100% French oak, 35% of it new, the wine has
a deep creaminess and a healthy hint of vanilla.  This is the kind of pinot noir that
will stand up to roast beef.  The usual suggested retail price for this is around $40.

We will not have this wine at this price again.  Get a few and tuck some away.

Terredora Dipaolo Falanghina Irpinia  $12.99

The most prized white wine in the Roman Empire was an aged version of the
Falanghina.  This is tied for third as the least expensive wine the Spectators Top 100
of the Year. And our price is better.  Flavors of apple, pineapple, quince, and pear.

Great with soups, fish and moderately light cheese.

Belland Meusault-Santenonts Premier Cru 2000  $49.99

A classic Meursault from a monopole sight (a vineyard owned by single individual
or company). It has begun to display some of the traits of quality aged Meursault.
It has developed a rich creamy and nutty quality to compliment the honeysuckle

and orchard fruit elements.  Try with richer poultry and fish dishes.

Michel-Schlumberger Dry Creek Chardonnay  $19.99

The cool hillside vineyards where this grows help keep the acidity level higher that
in most similarly priced California chardonnay.  While there is a moderate oak

element, it does not overwhelm the citrus, apple and fig notes in this finely made
bottle. Try with light pastas, chicken or fish.

Kracher Cuvee Beerenauslese 2003  $32.99

Alois Kracher is arguably the greatest dessert wine maker in the world right now.
He combines his academic training as a chemist with his background growing up
in the family vineyard to a remarkable effect.  This, his introductory level wine, is
80% chardonnay and 20% welshriesling.  Honey and apricot and peach and spice

and acid and….wow.  Decant for 30 minutes.

SOME OF OUR BEST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY

Feature Special
 Robert Ampeau Puligny-Montrachet 1994  $99.99

One of the greatest chardonnays in the world.  Ampeau holds his wine until he
thinks it is ready to drink.  The 1994 is his current release.  Intense honeyed fruit
flavors and a perfect smooth structure.  Unique and worth every penny.  This will

continue to age gracefully for many more years.

Fruhwirth Scheurebe  $21.99

Scheurebe is a cross between Silvaner and Riesling that originated in Germany and
thrives in a few small pockets of Austria including South Styria.  Light, with good
balanced acid and hints of grapefruit and black currant, this has the characteristic

mineral and pine needle notes of a Styrian white.  Lovely with fish and lighter cheeses.

Motif Merlot  $11.99

The most improbable of retail holiday miracles – an affordable high quality
California merlot.  Lots of lush mulberry and blackberry fruit.  A fascinating mid-

palate with hints of clover, earth and tomato-leaf like herbs.  Very food flexible, and
fine on its own both before and after dinner.

Sori Paitin Barbaresco 1998  $59.99

Even at eight years of age, this requires a significant decant of at least an hour.
Made of 100% Nebiolo, this has cherry and raspberry fruit tones surrounded by

leather, earth, tar and smoke elements.  Great structure ensures that it will age very
nicely for at least eight more years.  Buy two and stick one away.

Neudorf Vineyard Pinot Noir  $23.99

The Nelson district of New Zealand’s South Island is across the mountains to the west
of the famous Marlborough district.  This wine demonstrates that inspite of being tiny

and almost unheard of in the States, Nelson and the Neudorf Vineyard deserve the
most serious attention.  Precise, light in color, a touch of gentle cherry & strawberry fruit

with easy hints of spice.  If Audrey Hepburn had been a wine….it’s that beautiful.

Leeuwin Estate Art Series Cabernet Sauvignon 2001  $47.99

The Horgan’s are among the founding families of viticulture in Western Australia’s
Margaret River Region.  Among the great cabernets we have had from them, dating

back to the early 80’s , this may be the best.  Blackberry, currant, cassis, hints of
French oak, spice box and herb.  The power of California fruit, the elegance of great

French wine, and distinctly and unmistakably Australian.

Shottesbrooke Bernesh Bray Tawny Port  $39.99

Among the finest tawny we have had.  Made from 50 year old Grenache vines in
Mclaren Vale, South Australia.  Enormously complex with flavors of raisins, figs,
butterscotch, clove, nutmeg, orange peel, and caramel – to name a few.  And you

can still taste that it is from Grenache.  Dessert and soft cheeses.  Great wine.
Chateau Plo Du Roy Minervois  $19.99

While Minervois is largely overlooked by wine writers today, the Roman writer and
politician Cicero was ordering it shipped to him in Rome before the first Christmas.

Made of a blend of southern French grapes, Carignan, Syrah, Grenache and Mourvedre,
this is dark, full, and long.  Great earth and spice tones with a strong influence on

Russian oak.  Perfect with strong red meat dishes.  Decant for 45 minutes.

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy!  Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

FCC Posts Schedule
Of Christmas Services
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church will celebrate Christ-
mas Eve on Sunday, December 24,
with three separate services at 10 a.m.,
5 p.m. and 10 p.m. in the sanctuary at
125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

The regular 10 a.m. worship service
will be a Family Service. Children of
all ages are invited to stay and enjoy
the Christmas music and message. The
Crib Room will be provided for in-
fants through two-year-olds.

A children’s pageant will take place
at 5 p.m., based on the book “The
Littlest Angel” by Charles Tazewell.
At 10 p.m., there will be a traditional
candlelight service of Lessons and
Carols. Both evening services will fea-
ture soloist Meredith Hoffman-
Thomson performing “O Holy Night.”

First Congregational Church is a
member of the United Church of Christ.
The sanctuary is accessible by a wheel-
chair ramp and offers infrared listen-
ing devices for the hearing impaired.

Menorah Lighting Set
Tonight In Borough
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Torah Center has an-
nounced that the Mountainside
Menorah Lighting will take place
at 7 p.m. tonight, Thursday, De-
cember 21, in observance of
Chanukah.

It will take place at Route 22,
East and New Providence Road in
front of the Mountainside Munici-
pal Building. Live music, refresh-
ments and “Chanukah Gelt” will
be available for everyone in atten-
dance.

Chanukah, known as the Festi-
val of Lights, began December 15
at sundown and continues through
Saturday, December 23. It focuses
largely on civil liberties and reli-
gious freedom. For more informa-
tion, please call the Torah Center at
(908) 789-5252.
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Children’s Musical @ 10:15 a.m.  
An engaging script and upbeat blend of 
new songs with traditional carols. 

www.fbcwestfield.org 

Traditional Candlelight Service   
@ 7:30 p.m. w/ readings and carols.  
Special pre-service music at 7pm.   
Childcare provided for both services. 

Join us on Christmas Eve—
Sunday, December 24 

  Celebrate Christmas
CHILDREN’S EUCHARIST & CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Sunday, December 24 at 4:00 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Primary & Junior Choirs

CHRISTMAS EVE CHORAL EUCHARIST

Sunday, December 24 at 10:30 P.M.

Carol Sing at 10:15 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Parish Choir,
St. Paul’s Treble Choir,

Brass Quintet & Percussion

CHRISTMAS DAY EUCHARIST

Monday, December 25 at 10:00 A.M.

with Homily & Carols

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, rector

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street in Westfield

(across from Town Hall)

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10

  at St. Paul’s     

 

You are invited to join us for  

 

Christmas Worship 

 

Christmas Eve 

6:00 p.m. Family Holy Communion 

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion 

 

Christmas Day  

10:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Clark at Cowperthwaite Place 

(Across form Roosevelt School) 

Westfield, NJ 

Calvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran ChurchCalvary Lutheran Church
��� Eastman St���� Eastman St���� Eastman St���� Eastman St���� Eastman St�
Cranford� N�J�Cranford� N�J�Cranford� N�J�Cranford� N�J�Cranford� N�J�
�����	
����������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
�����
The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Pastor
F. Paul Dickey, Director of Music

No Shopping� Wrapping or Stress RequiredNo Shopping� Wrapping or Stress RequiredNo Shopping� Wrapping or Stress RequiredNo Shopping� Wrapping or Stress RequiredNo Shopping� Wrapping or Stress Required

December ��December ��December ��December ��December ��
4:00 p.m.    Children’s Service of Lessons & Carols
6:00 p.m.    Family Service of Holy Communion
9:00 p.m.    Candlelight Service of Holy Communion

December ��December ��December ��December ��December ��
 10:00 a.m. Festival Service of Holy Communion

Receive God’s Gift of LoveReceive God’s Gift of LoveReceive God’s Gift of LoveReceive God’s Gift of LoveReceive God’s Gift of Love
This Christmas!This Christmas!This Christmas!This Christmas!This Christmas!

December �December �December �December �December �
10:00 a.m.  Service of Lessons and Carols

Knights Invite Area Youth
To Take Part in Free Throw
SCOTCH PLAINS – Father John

S. Nelligan Council No. 5730
Knights of Columbus has invited all
boys and girls ages 10 to 14 to par-
ticipate in its 32 annual Youth Free
Throw Championship. The local con-
test will be held at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, January 13, in the St.
Bartholomew gymnasium located at
2032 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

This competition is sponsored an-
nually, with winners progressing
through council, district, regional and
state championships. The Knights
of Columbus International Head-
quarters announced the international
champions based on scores from the
state level competition. All partici-
pants will compete in their respec-
tive age divisions. Applications will
be accepted on January 13 prior to
the competition.

All contestants on the council level
will be recognized for their partici-
pation in the event. Participants are

required to furnish proof of age and
written parental consent. For entry
forms, please contact Michael
D’Antuono at (908) 889-1735. Win-
ners will be invited to receive their
trophies at the council’s annual
awards ceremony in February.

The Knights of Columbus is an
international Catholic family frater-
nal service organization with more
than 1.7 million members.

Membership is open to all practic-
ing Catholic men ages 18 and over.
The Knights donate to charitable and
benevolent causes, sponsoring
projects to benefit their church, coun-
cils, communities, family and youth.

 

Celebrate Christmas Eve  

at 

First Congregational Church 
 

 

Sunday, December 24 

10 a.m. 

Family Worship Service 

Christmas Story and Carols 

 

5 p.m. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

“The Littlest Angel” 

 

10 p.m. 
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

Meredith Hoffman-Thomson, soloist 

 

First Congregational Church 

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ   (908) 233-2494     

www.fccofwestfield.org  

 Member, the United Church of Christ 

 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS…Josh Barer of Westfield lights the Menorah last
Sunday evening in downtown Westfield at the train station on North Avenue in
observance of Chanukah. The holiday, which began December 15 and continues
through Saturday, December 23, focuses largely on civil liberties and religious
freedom.

Old Guard Chapter
To Begin 75th Year

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Old Guard closed out its 74th
year with a luncheon on December
11 at Giovanna’s in Plainfield that
was attended by over 60 Old Guard
members, their spouses and friends.

The Westfield Area Old Guard,
one of over 20 chapters in New Jer-
sey, New York and Connecticut, is a
social organization made up of re-
tired business and professional men
who wish to retain their ties to others
in the community after retiring.

The chapter will begin its 75th
year on Thursday, January 4, in the
Kellogg Room of the Westfield Area
“Y” at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
Leena Shah, public policy coordina-
tor for the North Jersey Alzheimer’s
Association, will be the guest
speaker.

Members meet at 9:30 a.m. on
Thursdays for coffee and conversa-
tion after which a short meeting is
held regarding club matters.

A presentation by the guest speaker
of the week typically lasts from 10:30
to 11:15 a.m., with questions and
discussion continuing until 11:30
a.m. Visitors are welcome. For fur-
ther information, please call Jack
McHugh at (908) 233-1539 or e-
mail him at ljmch@comcast.net.

Exercise Classes Slated
To Begin Next Month
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center of Central New
Jersey, in partnership with the Ar-
thritis Foundation, will conduct a
six-week exercise program begin-
ning in January.

Classes will be held on Mondays
and/or Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. The Monday classes
will start on January 8 and the
Wednesday classes will begin on
January 24.

The program will include activi-
ties involving weight bearing, range
of motion, balance, endurance,
breathing and relaxation and coordi-
nation. Participants will do exercises
in a chair, with standing as an option
when appropriate. Health education
also will be part of the program.

This program is open to both JCC
members and non-members. Partici-
pants may sign up for one or two
classes per week. The cost for the
once-a-week classes is $25 for JCC
members and $30 for others; for
twice-a-week classes, the fee is $50
for JCC members and $60 for non-
members. Space is limited.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information or to register for this
program, please contact Karen
Rosen, Director of Fitness, at
krosen@jccnj.org or call (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 224.

SP Health Dept Offers
Hypertension Screening

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department has re-
leased the following list of dates for
their free hypertension screening clin-
ics for 2007. The screenings are held
on the second Tuesday of each month,
between 10 a.m. and noon, in the
Scotch Plains Library located on
Bartle Avenue. These clinics are of-
fered as a community service in order
to assist residents in maintaining good
health.

Those persons who are over the age
of thirty and smoke, or are overweight,
or have a family history of heart dis-
ease or diabetes, and who have not
had their blood pressure checked re-
cently, are particularly urged to avail
themselves of these clinics.

Please contact the township nurse,
Susan Higgins in her Rahway Office
at (732) 827-2158 for additional in-
formation.

JCC of Central Jersey Offers
Free Fitness Classes for January

Sculpting, swim lessons for all
ages, Aqua Fitness, Sport Zone and
Basketball.

This program is open to all. For
more information on free fitness,
sports and swimming at the JCC,
please contact JCC Membership
Director Marla Itzkin at
mitzkin@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 236. Informa-
tion also is available on the JCC’s
website at www.jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey
is a constituent agency of the
United Way and the Jewish Fed-
eration of Central New Jersey. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains,
will kick off 2007 with a free pro-
gram for the whole family entitled
“Sweat and Get Wet.”

Participants will be offered un-
limited visits to the JCC during the
month of January to use the fitness
room, pool, gymnasium, sauna,
whirlpool and locker rooms.

While at the JCC, individuals
may use their free 10-class pass to
participate in the available fitness,
athletics and/or aquatics classes.
Some of the many classes avail-
able include Yoga, Pilates, Body
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SELECTIONS
ShopRite Wines &Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and
service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.

9292WINE 
ADVOCATE
POINTS

9393 WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTS

9191WINE 
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS

9393WINE 
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS

SHOPRITESHOPRITESHOPRITE Prices effective through Jan. 2.
Many items are in short supply,

please shop early.

Sette Ponti Toscana Oreno 2003Sette Ponti Toscana Oreno 2003
Breathtaking. Dense and powerful, with grilled meat and
currant aromas and flavors. Full-bodied, round, chewy;
massive and exciting. More muscular than the 2001.

$69.99

Pine Ridge Stags Leap District
Cabernet Sauvignon 2002

95-100 . . . . . . . Classic
90-94 . . . . Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69. . . Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

Catena Malbec 2004
Great aromas of crushed blueberry
and raspberry, with a juicy texture
and well-integrated toast and min-
eral notes. Nice blast of pure fruit
on the finish. Drink now thru 2009.

$13.99

Antinori Péppoli 2003
Péppoli Chianti Classico DOCG
is the archetypal modern Chianti
Classico. It combines the
complexity and structure of a
well-aged riserva with the fruity
fragrance of a young wine.
Intense red fruit  aromas with
hints of vanilla. A well-balanced
wine with good structure and
nice length with fruity flavours.

$17.99

Wine Enthusiast: 90

Marchesi di Barolo 2001
Aromas of dried meat and ripe fruit
follow through to a full-bodied
palate, with a peppery, light raisin
flavor. Chewy yet ripe tannins. Goes
on for a long time on the palate.
Very well done for the vintage.

$34.99Wine Spectator: 91

Sebastiani
Sonoma County
Merlot 2002
A great example of a coastal
Merlot from a good vintage, lush
and sweet in cherry, cassis and
cocoa flavors, yet completely dry,
and the tannins are rich and
smooth. A complex velvety
softness caresses the finish. 

$12.99Wine Enthusiast: 91

Feudi di San Gregorio
Greco di Tufo 2005
Multi-layered lemon rind, apple,
pineapple. Medium- to full-bodied,
with good banana and light
caramel flavors. Very long and
flavorful. Drink now.         

$15.99Wine Spectator: 90

Renwood
Old Vines
Zinfandel 2003
A nice balance of tannins, acidity
and fruit, and an elegantly tailored
mouthfeel.  The flavors are pure
Zin: Wild berries and coffee to
white pepper and bitter chocolate.

$11.99Wine Enthusiast: 90

Rosenblum
Petite Sirah
Heritage Old Vines 2004
A dense ruby-purple hue, glorious
aromas of crème de cassis,
vanilla, incense and blackberries.
Full-bodied, tannic, chewy, rich,
pedal-to-the-metal effort with low
acidity as well as ripe tannins.
Should age well for 15-20 years.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 92

Treana Red 2001
You can taste the richness here in
the deeply satisfying dark stone
fruit and earth complexities of
plums, coffee, black cherries and
spices. Very dry, full-bodied and
balanced, with a firm spread of
dusty tannins. Excellent now, and
should develop additional
complexities for several years.

$34.99Wine Enthusiast: 90

Pine Ridge
Dijon Clones
Chardonnay 2004
What's so interesting about this
Chardonnay is the dryness and
the earthy minerality. There are
flavors of dried herbs and dried
fruits, such as apricots, lemons
and pink grapefruits. Usually these
Dijon clones produce enormously
fruity wines, but this fine wine has
a sleek, high-acid Chablisian
elegance.

$26.99

Wine Enthusiast: 91

Pine Ridge Stags Leap District
Cabernet Sauvignon 2002
The '01 was a hard act to follow. If the '02 lacks a bit of the rich
opulence of its predecessor, it may be a more ageable wine.
The tannins are thick yet sweet, covering ripe black currant
and oaky-mocha flavors that last through an impressively
long finish. Drink this dry, balanced Cab now thru 2014.

$59.99

Wine Spectator: 90

Seghesio
Cortina Zinfandel 2004
Blueberries, blackberries, and
exotic, tropical fruit characteristics
appear in this deep ruby-hued
wine. Dramatic, with superb purity,
black and blue fruits, impressive
opulence, and good underlying
acidity. Will drink well for 5-6 years.

$26.99Robert Parker: 92

Coldisole Brunello di
Montalcino 2000
Thick and chewy, with blackberry
and tobacco character. Full-bodied,
with a long finish. Really well done.
Best after 2006.

$34.99

Warre’s Vintage Port 2003
A concentrated, backward effort, its
youthful, classically ungenerous,
masculine character reveals black
pepper laced dark fruits. Silky-
textured in its immensely endowed
mid-palate, this top-flight effort 
displays an admirably long, tannin-
filled finish. Requires serious cellaring.

$59.99Robert Parker: 93

Wine Spectator: 90

Casa Lapostolle
Cuvee Alexander
Chardonnay 2004
Focused and elegant, with
deceptive length and power, this
lets lush apple, pear, fig and toast
notes stretch along languidly, yet
never becomes tiring to drink. 

$16.99Wine Spectator: 90

Quinta do Crasto
Douro Reserva
Old Vines 2003
Rich red, like biting into a German
chocolate cake. There’s a delicate,
refined element with meat, miner-
al, dark plum and cassis. Long,
luxuriant finish of chocolate and
mocha spice. Best thru 2010.

$24.99Wine Spectator: 92

Te Kairanga
Sauvignon Blanc 2005
Fragrant, floral and brimming with
passion fruit, guava and lime that
remain zingy and elevated through
the long, bracing finish. Everything
you could want in a New Zealand
Sauvignon Blanc. Drink now.

$12.99Wine Spectator: 91

Falesco Vitiano Rosso 2004
Lovely balance and clean plum, berry and choco-
late character, medium body and polished tannins.
The perfect house wine-a great value. Sangiovese,
Merlot and Cabernet Sauv. Drink now thru 2010.

$7.99Wine Spectator: 90

Robert Parker: 90

Di Majo Norante Sangiovese 2005
Offers an amazing display of strawberry and
black cherry fruit intermixed with floral, new
saddle leather, and earth notes. A stunning
example of Sangiovese that should drink well for
2-3 years. Incredible value for the money.

$6.99

Robert Parker: 90

Tasca d'Almerita Regaleali Bianco 2005
The Wine Advocate's Best Buy for value-priced
wines from Sicily. A blend of Inzolia, Catarratto,
and Grecanico grapes, possessing a remarkable
freshness. This crisp, elegant white has of
aromas of green apples, white peaches, and
lemon zest emerging from its med.-bodied, fruity
personality. With good acidity and a superb finish,
this stunning 2005 will drink well for 1-2 years.

$6.99

OF THE MONTH

Robert Craig Mt. Veeder
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
Robert Craig Mt. Veeder
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
How big this wine got, so juicy and ripe! It’s almost over the
top, with all that heady black currant, blueberry, Provencal
herb and new oak flavor. With power like this, control
is desperately needed. At its best in 2008.

$59.99

Antinori Solaia 2001Antinori Solaia 2001
Masses of coffee and blackberry character in this
youthful wine. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins, loads
of fruit and excellent wood. Big and juicy, with a
long, long finish. A fine wine. Needs time.

$129.99

SPECIALSPECIAL

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Eroica Riesling 2005
Lovely aromas display white flowers,
spices, and linden. On the palate,
this light to med. bodied effort reveals
superb focus in its pure, harmonious
personality. Spices, minerals, linden,
and chamomile make up this
seamless wine’s character.

$16.99Wine Spectator: 90

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for
typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only.
Effective Wed., Dec. 13 thru Tues., Jan. 2, 2007.

Prices & products featured are available at...

We Accept:

333 South Ave. East
®

Debit
Card

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

ShopRite Wines & Spirits MarketplaceShopRite Wines & Spirits MarketplaceShopRite Wines & Spirits MarketplaceShopRite Wines & Spirits MarketplaceShopRite Wines & Spirits MarketplaceShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace
(908) 232-8700

Fanwood Presbyterian Church
Martine & LaGrande Avenues, Fanwood

(908) 889-8891

Senior Pastor - The Reverend Paul F. Rack
Pastoral Associate - The Reverend Elizabeth Anderson-Domer

Christmas Eve
 5:00 pm - Family Service of Worship

10:45 pm - Special pre-service music

11:00 pm - Candlelight Worship and Communion

Christmas Day
 10:00 am - A short, joyful service of Word and Song

10 a.m. Public Worship on Sundays

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS
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SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

Tuesday January 2, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday January 4, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday January 6, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday January 8, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS  JAN. 8

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Wednesday, January 3 @ 8:30 pm
Saturday, January 6 @ 12:30 pm
Saturday, January 6 @ 2:00 pm

Watchung Stable Announces
Wintertime Horse Clinics

MOUNTAINSIDE – Wintertime
clinics about horses will be offered at
the Watchung Stable in Mountainside
beginning Sunday, January 14. Spon-
sored by Union County, the clinics
will be held on Saturdays and Sun-
days through February 25.

“The sessions will help people learn
simple behaviors of the horse, the
evolution and history of riding and
what it actually takes to own your
own horse,” said Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski.

People interested in these clinics
should note that these are classes
with no actual riding.

Patrons nine-years-old through
adult are invited to register for as
many clinics as they would like. Each
session will last two hours, and will
focus on one of a variety topics.
Classes are designed for specific
riding levels and ages, with some
open to all levels of expertise, includ-
ing people who have never ridden
before. The clinics will be held in the
barn or the lecture area of the stable.

The winter clinics about horses will
be offered as follows:

Jan. 14: 9-11 a.m.; Grooming and
Tacking – all welcome.

Jan. 21: 9-11 a.m.; Behavior of

Horses – all welcome.
Jan. 27: 9-11 a.m.; Course Design

and Jumping Clinic – intermediate &
advanced.

Jan. 28: 9-11 a.m. Grooming and
Tacking; all welcome.

Feb. 4: 9-11 a.m.; Boots & Ban-
daging – Intermediate & Advanced.

Feb. 11: 9-11 a.m.; Grooming and
Tacking – all welcome.

Feb. 18: 9-11 a.m.; Basic Tack and
Care – all welcome.

Feb. 25: 9-11 a.m. Advanced
Grooming – all welcome.

Space is limited and in-person pre-
registration is required at Watchung
Stable, located at 1160 Summit Lane
in Mountainside. The cost is $20 per
person for each clinic.

For further information, call the
Watchung Stable at (908) 789-3665,
or e-mail questions to
stablequestions@ucnj.org.

Jewish Friends to Hold
Betucci’s Lunch Outing

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, December 24,
at noon at Betucci’s Brick Oven Ital-
ian Restaurant.

The restaurant is located at Route 1
North and 899 St. Georges Avenue in
Woodbridge. The cost is $3 plus the
price of a meal/tip off the menu. Those
interested are asked to respond by
calling Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

Worship Activities Set
For New Year’s Eve
AREA – All are invited to attend

a “New Year’s Eve Celebration with
Jesus and Mary” on Sunday, De-
cember 31, at St. John the Apostle
Church. Attendees will have an
opportunity to offer thanks, praise
adoration and also seek God’s
blessings in 2007.

Beginning at 9 p.m., there will
be Eucharistic Adoration, Con-
fessions, Charismatic Praise and
Worship, Divine Mercy Chaplet
and Rosary. Holy Mass will take
place at 10:30 p.m. Participants
are invited to stay for refresh-
ments after Mass.

St. John the Apostle Church is
located at 1805 Penbrook Terrace
in Clark/Linden (on Valley Road in
Clark and off Stiles Street in Lin-
den). For directions, please call
(908) 486-6363 or access sjanj.net.
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The Year in Review 2006: Part 1 - January to June

Horace R. Corbin, David Samsky and Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE GOSPEL TO THE STREETS (April 20)…Timothy Burke stands in public for what he calls ‘Gospel Theatre for the Streets’ in Westfield at the north-side train station parking lot. He carried a cross to symbolize the story of Jesus
during Easter. The cross is constructed of timbers from 1952 of the original Moeller organ salvaged when Mr. Burke helped construct the new organ at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield in 2004; SEEING RED (May 4)… Jeanette Maraffi
hands out protest signs to Mountainside educators demonstrating at Deerfield School. Teachers alleged poor treatment by Chief School Administrator Richard O’Malley. The teachers union dubbed a “Wear Red for Respect Day” and handed out
the Educators Bill of Rights to arriving parents; RAISING FUNDS (April 27)…Area residents enjoy themselves during a “Casino Night” fundraiser for the Frazee House restoration project. The fundraiser for the 18th-century farmhouse was held
at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains; GENEROUS TOWN (May 18)…Westfield United Way (WUW) representatives chant “Thanks Westfielders,” as they celebrate completion of the 2005-06 goal of $700,000.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RIDING HIGH (June 15)…McKinley Elementary School Principal Claudia
Andreski takes a ride around the school’s field in the Black Widow monster truck.
She did so as a reward for the students, who met her reading challenge by reading
11,218 pounds of books for the annual read-a-thon.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FARM OUT (February 16)…Crowds of residents gather at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building to protest the proposed petting zoo to be developed by the
county on ‘Open Space’ land at Cooper Road. With attendance estimated around
400, the hearing was shut down by authorities and was rescheduled.

Courtesy of Greg Cummings
REDEVELOPMENT BEGINS (May 11)...Work begins on the first project of
Fanwood’s Downtown Redevelopment. Plans call for the demolition of two
buildings at Second and South Avenues. The buildings were previously occupied
by M.I.P. Printing and the Brass Works. Sanguiliano Enterprises is conducting
the demolition and recycling the concrete, metal and wood. Ron Marcovecchio,
proprietor of the Fanwood Clipper, is developing the property, which will feature
first-floor retail space and two floors of apartments.

SUCCESS!...An SPFHS stu-
dent rejoices after receiving
his diploma.

Robert Petix

Carol Choye

Naomi McElynn

tax levy was $68,772,526. “This bud-
get is the maximum allowable
amount,” Superintendent William
Foley said. On March 28, the board
adopted the final 2006-2007 school
budget of $79,491,415. The budget
increased 4.05 percent ($3,016,041)
over the previous year.

On March 13, two 16-year-old
Westfield teenagers were reported
missing by their parents. After miss-
ing for five days, the girls returned
home. The police learned that they
were following a band’s tour sched-
ule.

Scotch Plains
A sixth-grade Scotch Plains stu-

dent suffered burns to the inside of
her mouth after tasting a substance
from her Gatorade.

With word still pending on state
aid, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
adopted a tentative 2006-2007 school
budget. BOE Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi outlined the
$67,533,630 budget, which repre-
sented an increase of $448,942 over
last year. The proposed tax levy of
$64,627,481 was up $5,964,687 over
last year. On March 28, the board of
education approved a budget of $71.4
million through a unanimous vote.

The spending plan was 4.42 per-
cent larger than the 2005-2006 bud-
get, but about 1.5 percent less than
the state-determined
budget ceiling, for the
current academic year.

BOE members
Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse and Sasha
Slocum presented the
2006-2007 school bud-
get to the SPFHS Par-
ent-Teacher Associa-
tion. The total budget
for the upcoming aca-
demic period was $71
million, with 90.5 per-
cent of that figure, or
$64,627,481, pre-
sented to the public as
a ballot question on
April 18.

Fanwood
The Department of

Smart Growth, in con-
junction with the bor-
ough council, held a
Transfer of Develop-
ment Rights (TDR)
workshop. The work-
shop allowed residents
and business owners to
brainstorm ideas re-
garding the develop-
ment of the South Avenue corridor
while learning about the proposed
plans to implement the TDR pro-
gram. The proposed revitalization area
runs along South Avenue to the south
of the Fanwood Train Station and
Downtown north of Martine Avenue,
between South and LaGrande Av-
enues. This corridor was currently a
mixture of zones, including light in-
dustrial, general commercial and resi-
dential.

The investigation into Fanwood
Police Officer Brian Bartiromo con-
tinued after the officer was suspended
without pay in the fall of 2005 after
two women filed separate complaints
accusing him of sexual misconduct.

Garwood
The borough council introduced a

$6,164,871 municipal budget on
March 28, representing an increase
of $240,215 over the 2005-2006 bud-
get. A total of $4,157,80 was to be
raised in local municipal property
taxes, an increase of $257,636, repre-
senting an 11.5-point increase, or
$115 for an average home assessed at
$100,000, over last year.

Mountainside
Former Mountainside residents

Blanche and George Watts established

a foundation to benefit the borough.
Patterned after a community founda-
tion, the organization would not only
solicit grant requests but also enter-
tain funding initiatives to meet com-
munity needs. To be funded with ap-
proximately $3.5 million, the foun-
dation anticipated making grants each
year in excess of $140,000.

The BOE submitted a $13,908,910
budget to the Union County Superin-
tendent of Schools for approval on
March 13. On March 28, the board of
education approved a $13,966,844
budget for the 2006-2007 Fiscal Year.

Mountainside resident and former

BOE President Richard Kress was
suspended from practicing law by the
New Jersey Supreme Court for six
months beginning on April 10. Mr.
Kress was suspended for conduct that
involved dishonesty, deceit or mis-
representation, failure to inform cli-
ents of termination of representation
due to impairment, failure to put
hourly fee in writing, failure to com-
municate with his clients, lack of
diligence and violating professional
rules of conduct.

Regional
Prudential lobbyist Karen Golding,

36, was arraigned on charges that she
stalked State Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan. She was arrested at a state-
house parking garage in Trenton on
February 6. She was charged with

third-degree burglary
and fourth-degree stalk-
ing. She was later ac-
cepted into the pretrial
intervention program,
which allows first-time
nonviolent offenders to
avoid criminal prosecu-
tion.

The county freehold-
ers approved an ordi-
nance to move ahead
with the $6.25-million
purchase of the
Hazelwood Cemetery in
Clark.

County residents
voiced opposition to
Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration plans for
four airspace redesign
alternatives for the met-
ropolitan area to man-
age anticipated air traf-
fic growth. The local
hearing was held in
Springfield.

APRIL
Westfield

Westfield voters ap-
proved a $68,277,778

school tax levy on April 18 by a
margin of 3,099 to 1,953 voters, with
26 percent of voters turning out for
the election, the largest number in
years. Incumbent and board presi-
dent Anne Riegel received 2,826
votes, winning a third term, while
incumbent Beth Cassie, the chair-
woman of the Citizen’s Advisory
Committee on Enrollment, received
2,840 votes in winning her second
term. Newcomer Jane Clancy received
2,764 votes in winning the open seat
left by Kimberly Rhodes, who did not
seek re-election to a third term. Doug
Stokes received 2,302 votes, and WHS
senior Jesse Garfinkel, who withdrew
from the race but whose name was
not removed from the ballot, received
958 votes.

The town council announced plans
to formally repeal the redevelopment
distinctions. Fourth Ward Council-
man Jim Foerst said the repeal of the
redevelopment zones and amending
of the zoning map was previously
referred to the planning board and
unanimously approved. “They sent it
back with their blessing,” he said.

He indicated the issue was dis-
cussed at committee level and gar-
nered unanimous support in refer-

ring the repeal to the full council.
“This is the final nail in the coffin of
the proposed parking decks of old,”
he said.

Scotch Plains
Residents of Scotch Plains and

Fanwood approved the BOE’s $62.1-
million school tax levy budget for the
2006-2007 academic year by a mar-
gin of 2,182 to 1,727 on March 18.
BOE seats were also filled. Board
President Linda Nelson was re-elected
with 1,484 votes; as well as incum-
bents Norman “Trip” Whitehouse,
1,220, and Betty Anne Woerner,
1,086. Incumbent Thomas Russo ran
unopposed for the one-year unex-
pired seat currently held by Mr.
Whitehouse and received 1,480 tal-
lies. There were no Fanwood school
board seats up for election this year.

The Scotch Plains library’s
$825,000 improvements were com-
pleted. Renovations began late last
fall, included a new roof to replace
one that was prone to chronic leaks
that would necessitate covering book-
shelves and computers in plastic sheet-
ing and spreading buckets through-
out the 39-year-old facility on Bartle
Avenue. In addition, the project in-
volved five new ADA-compliant
restroom facilities, new handrails on
the stairs and new thermal-paned win-
dows.

Fanwood
In a 6-2 decision, the planning and

zoning board of adjustment approved
a plan by Station Square, LLC, to
construct 24 townhouses on the1.1-
acre property known as the former
Dean Oil Site. The proposed complex
would be bordered by LaGrande Av-
enue on the southern side, Second
Street on the west, a public parking
lot to the east and public parking on
the northern side, to be developed for
retail stores fronting on South Av-
enue. The proposed plan includes five
buildings with self-contained two-
car garages on the ground floor of
each unit. A condition of approval,
imposed by the board, stipulates that
no more than 50 percent of the units
have three bedrooms; the remainder
would be two-bedroom units.

Garwood
The BOE ratified a new three-year

contract with the local teachers’ union
that gave educators a 3.75-percent
increase in salary for the 2006-2007
school year and a 4.5 percent salary
increase for the 2007-2008 and 2008-
2009 school years. Borough voters
passed the $5.2-million local school
tax levy by a margin of 260 to 106.
The tax levy supports an overall
spending plan of $7,408,099. In a
contested race for an unexpired BOE
seat, Lisa Marano defeated incum-
bent BOE member James Matheson
by a tally of 259 to 108. Mr. Matheson
filed to run for borough council as a
Republican. Incumbent board of elec-
tion members Barbara Greet, Susan
Groning and BOE president Adele
Lewis were unopposed in their quest
for reelection. They received 290,
289 and 290 votes, respectively.

The borough council adopted a
2006 municipal budget of $6,164,871
on April 25, reflecting an increase of
more than $240,000 over last year.
The amount to be raised from taxes
will rise from $3.9 million in 2005 to
$4,157,080 this year – an increase of
$257,000.

Mountainside
On April 18, Mountainside resi-

dents passed school district’s
$11,276,433 tax levy by a tally of 518
to 452. The tax levy will support an
overall budget of $13,966,844. Vot-
ers also re-elected Mary Beth
Schaumberg and elected Geraldene
Duswalt and Joseph Tinnirella to open
board seats. The average borough
homeowner will pay an increase of
$392 in school taxes. About 81 per-
cent of the budget is funded by the
local tax levy.

Regional
Cranford resident David Robinson

filed a lawsuit against Governor Jon
Corzine and State Treasurer Bradley
Abelow to block distribution of $25
million in so-called “Christmas Tree”
or slush funds. Mr. Robinson, who
was later elected to the Cranford
Township Committee, charged that
$128 million in grants were illegally
administered in the Fiscal Year 2005
and 2006 budgets.

Sunil Garg of Summit was hired as
the new executive director of the
Union County Utilities Authority, re-
placing Joseph Spatola, who resigned.

The county freeholders unveiled a
$400.8-million budget, which was
$10.3 million lower than the executive
budget by County Manager George
Devanney, but $10 million greater than
the 2005 spending plan. The $226.6-
million tax levy raises taxes in 18 of
the county’s 21 municipalities.

MAY
Westfield

Naomi McElynn became the new
executive director of the Chamber of
Commerce, replacing Allison O’Hara.

During the second week in April,
students from Hillcrest Academy van-
dalized a house and stole a car in
Westfield. All four students involved
were taken to the Union County
Juvenille Detention Center; mean-
while, flyers began circulating around
Westfield stating: “Lock Your Doors.”

WHS Assistant Principal Noah
Tennant announced his plan to leave
the Westfield school system after eight
years to accept a principal position at
a South Jersey middle school.

The planning board unanimously
rejected the town council’s proposed
ordinance to change the zoning regu-
lations for residential housing at a
special public meeting. The capacity
of the council’s chambers was filled
to standing room only as Fourth Ward
Councilman Jim Foerst, council liai-
son on the board, presented a
PowerPoint presentation to the board
and the public.

The proposed ordinance would
have changed the building code to
call for a maximum of three habitable
floors of space, limited the height of
homes to 35 feet, created a sliding
scale of homes with smaller side yards
to 32 feet and required a minimum of
a five-to-12-foot roof pitch.

The ordinance would have also
changed the definition of habitable
FAR (floor-to-area ratio) to gross
FAR, thereby removing technical
exclusions to the size of homes, such
as attached garages, while excluding
porches, decks, gazebos, accessory
buildings, attic areas and basements.

U.S. Army Air Force Captain Dou-
glas Wight of Westfield, reported
missing in action during a World War
II mission 60 years ago,
was buried on May 9 at
Arlington National
Cemetery.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains reached

a settlement regarding
four township police of-
ficers (Kevin Lonergan,
Brian Cheney, Matthew
Fugett and Brian
Garbinski) who filed a
reverse-discrimination
lawsuit against the
Scotch Plains Police
Department, an African-
American police chief and the chief’s
white predecessor. Under the settle-
ment terms, $210,000 in attorney’s
fees would be paid to Steven Adler,
who represented the four officers.
Township Attorney Brian Levine told
the council at its conference meeting
that the payment to the attorney rep-
resented less than half of the total
costs incurred by Mr. Adler. The four
officers each received $25,000 as part
of the settlement. The root of the
lawsuit dates back six years ago in-
volving a traffic stop of four African
American men in April 2000. The
four officers claimed they were im-
properly reprimanded by Chief
Nelson.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
elected Thomas Russo as board presi-
dent and Linda Nelson as vice-presi-
dent.

Carol Choye announced her retire-
ment as superintendent of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public schools after
13 years.

Authorities in Arkansas officially
charged a convicted killer with the
brutal murder of a 25-year-old Scotch
Plains resident that occurred near an
Arkansas highway rest area six years
ago. Ronald James Ward was charged
with first-degree murder of Kristin
Ann Laurite; Mr. Ward’s link to
Laurite was found through a DNA
match.

Michael Chemidlin, 58, a Scotch
Plains missionary and former ser-
geant with the Army National Guard,
was arrested on April 29 on allega-
tions of espionage for plotting to free
former Liberian President Charles
Taylor from a United Nations court
complex in Sierra Leone, a West Af-
rican country located north of Liberia.
Mr. Chemidlin and two Sierra
Leoneans were initially charged with
conspiracy for taking pictures of Si-
erra Leone’s war crimes court, ac-
cording to an MWEB (an African
Internet news agency) press account.
After initially being released on the
lesser charge, the men were re-ar-
rested the next day on espionage
charges.

The planning board voted not to
recommend that a piece of township-
owned property on Park Avenue be
re-zoned because no firm develop-
ment plans for the property were yet
in place.

For years, township officials and
the downtown business community
had considered what to do with the
so-called “hedge property,” a rectan-
gular-shaped grassy area adjacent to
the municipal building that was situ-
ated between the municipal parking
lot and Park Avenue. Many down-
town property owners favored selling
the property to a pri-
vate developer so that
some type of a mixed-
use building could be
built on the site. No ac-
tion had been taken due
to a lack of a consensus
among township offi-
cials over what to do
with the property.

Garwood
The U.S. Department

of Labor charged that a
Garwood parking ser-
vices company violated
federal law by paying
its drivers below mini-
mum wage. Prestige Parking Services
President Clifford Hoinowski and
Vice-Presidents Robert Lalor and
Peter Johnson agreed to pay $57,500
in back wages to settle a labor depart-
ment lawsuit alleging that the com-
pany failed to pay workers federal
minimum wage in violation of the
Fair Labor Standards Act.

Mountainside
On May 3, borough teachers dem-

onstrated in front of Deerfield School
to protest poor treatment of the staff
by Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Mally. Teachers participated in
a “Wear Red for Respect Day” dem-
onstration. They greeted parents drop-
ping off their children with copies of
the Mountainside Education
Association’s (MEA) Bill of Rights
“to make them aware of what is ex-
pected in a professional relationship

between educators and
the administration,”
said Jeannette Maraffi,
president of the MEA.

On May 16, the mu-
nicipal budget was
unanimously adopted.
The $9,461,532 bud-
get represented an in-
crease of $141 per av-
erage accessed home
of $159,000. A total of
$5,336,965 would be
raised in local taxes,
up $453,883 from
2005.

The BOE approved the Connected
Math program for Grade 8 and the
Rebecca Sitton Spelling and Word
Skills program for grades 1 and 2.

Regional
 County Director of Public Works

and Engineering Frank Dann retired.

JUNE
Westfield

A Westfield police officer faced a
six-day suspension on allegations that
he failed to back up another officer on
a motor vehicle stop and was sleeping
in his patrol car at a local cemetery.

Officer Gregory Kasko, a 16-year
veteran of the town’s police force,

said he was innocent of
the charges. During a
departmental disciplin-
ary hearing, he said he
never received the ra-
dio transmission of the
backup call and that he
was conducting radar
at the time and review-
ing and making notes
on summonses he had
written a few days ear-
lier.

Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Tom Bigosinski
told the council the town
could save upwards of

$47,000 on its estimated $230,000
legal budget by amending the hourly
rates of attorneys working under Town-
ship Attorney Bob Cockren and Labor
Attorney Rick Danser.

Following a budgetary discussion
on lowering the town’s legal expenses,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
The Leader/Times, “The hourly rate
doesn’t tell the whole picture. You
have to look at the bottom line expen-
diture. In 2006, the legal expenses are
$230,000, not including salaries
(which add another $100,000, accord-
ing to Mr. Gildea). We’re always look-
ing to be as cost-effective as possible.
At the end of the day, the legal budget
remained flat, and saw no increase.”

Gina Lewis, 43, a Scotch Plains
woman and former employee of the
Tri-County Chapter of the American
Red Cross, was arrested May 24 and
charged with theft of services for
allegedly pretending to be a disaster
survivor to obtain a room at the Best
Western Westfield Inn on North Av-
enue in Westfield. Police said the bill
for her stay was $11,493.

Ms. Lewis began as a volunteer at
the Red Cross and then became an
employee with disaster services un-
der the direction of Norm Jenkins at
the Red Cross Elizabeth office from
November until her arrest in May.
She allegedly forged the signature of
Mr. Jenkins to obtain a room at the
Westfield Inn for several months, ac-
cording to Trish Mulligan, executive
director of the Tri-County Red Cross.

“We never put people up [in hotels]
for more than three to five days,” Ms.
Mulligan said.

Ms. Mulligan also alleged that Ms.
Lewis was living in the hotel with her

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/9/07 and
opened and read for:

Maintenance Beam Guide Rail & Attenuator Repair Contract, North-2007,
Various locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris,

Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren, 100% State
DP  NO: 06440

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contrac-
tor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/14/06, 12/21/06 and 12/28/06, The Leader Fee: $214.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1202
AWARDED TO: Catholic Community

Services, Cranford, New Jersey.
SERVICES: alcohol and drug counsel-

ing treatment program for the female in-
mate population at the Union County Jail

PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$81,332.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1208
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Concept

and Event Production, Hoboken, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: to plan, produce and pro-
mote the 2007 R & B by the Brook Festival
at Cedar Brook Park, Plainfield New Jer-
sey

PERIOD: June 9, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$98,900.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted   11/30/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1108
AWARDED TO: Request for Proposal
SERVICES: to deliver activities, pro-

grams and services dealing with the is-
sues of juvenile delinquency set forth in
the Juvenile Justice Commission Points of
Continuum: Prevention, Diversion, Deten-
tion, Disposition and Aftercare/Re-entry

PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $1,163,298.58.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1197
AWARDED TO: Air Products & Chemi-

cals, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
SERVICE: for the purchase of liquid

oxygen for the patients/residents Runnells
Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $12,000.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1193
AWARDED TO: Graiger Industrial

Supply, Lake Forest, Illinois.
SERVICE: to provide comprehensive

medical/surgical product procurement and
inventory management system for the
patients/residents Runnells Specialized
Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $39,200.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1204
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, FitzPatrick,

Teaneck,New Jersey.
SERVICE: Special Counsel for the

County of Union on an “as needed” basis
for legal matter

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$15,000.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1194
AWARDED TO: Hill Rom, Bates, Indi-

ana.
SERVICE: for the rental of therapeutic

beds for the patients/residents Runnells
Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $55,000.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

daughter and husband, despite the
family having a Scotch Plains mail-
ing address. She told The Leader/
Times that the Red Cross does not
intend to press charges because the
bill was in Ms. Lewis’ name, but the
hotel would press charges for non-
payment.

Superintendent of Schools William
Foley presented a plan to the BOE to
convert the former Lincoln School fa-
cility on Westfield Avenue to a central-
ized kindergarten. More than 100 resi-
dents attended a standing-room-only
meeting with BOE and Union County
Education Services (UCESC) officials
over ongoing neighborhood safety con-
cerns for UCESC-operated Hillcrest
Academy, which leases the Lincoln
building from the BOE. The meeting
followed the arrest of four Hillcrest
students for allegedly vandalizing a
home in the neighborhood and stealing
a car at the train station in May.

The BOE later announced it would
terminate the lease of the school to
Hillcrest Academy South; the UCESC
has leased the school since 1982.

In an e-mail sent to residents and
The Leader/Times, Board President
Anne Riegel stated, “The board of
education is regretful that the situa-
tion has developed to this point.”

UCESC Superintendent Ed
Hartnett told The Leader/Times that
the commission planned to petition
the New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation (DOE) commissioner’s office
of controversies and disputes for
“emergent relief, which means we
will be asking the commissioner to
direct the Westfield [BOE] to give us
time to locate a new facility,” he said.

The DOE later ruled that the
UCESC could remain in the facility
through the 2006-2007 school year.

Based upon the recommendations of
the Citizen’s Advisory Committee on
Enrollment (CACE), the BOE unani-
mously approved a proposal to reno-
vate Lincoln School to become the
district-wide “early childhood center.”

The proposal, with a price tag of
$5,828,707, would be presented to
the public as a bond referendum.

The BOE voted unanimously in
favor of Schools Superintendent Wil-
liam Foley’s decision to transfer the
Washington and Wilson School prin-
cipals, effective July 1. The plan in-
volved moving current Washington
School Principal Joseph Malanga to
Wilson School. Cheryl Dunkiel
Berkowitz, the coordinator of the
gifted and talented program, began
work as a half-time vice-principal.
Wilson Principal Andrew Perry
moved to Washington.

The town completed the final por-
tion of repealing the South Avenue
and Elm Street redevelopment plans,
which had involved the ultimately
unsuccessful parking deck proposal.
The measure passed readopted the
July 1998 zoning
map, which pre-
dates redevelop-
ment plans.

The BOE unani-
mously approved
the appointment of
Dennis Fyffe as in-
terim WHS prin-
cipal. Mr. Fyffe
earns $650 per day
for the one-year
contracted posi-
tion, commencing
July 1. He came to
Westfield with 35
years of experi-
ence, most re-
cently serving as
interim superin-
tendent of schools
for the Long
Beach Island
Board of Educa-
tion. He was su-
perintendent of
schools in
Sayreville from 2000 through 2005,
having first served at the assistant
superintendent from 1997 through
2000.

Mr. Fyffe was chosen after Summit
High School (SHS) Assistant Princi-
pal Anthony Akey told Westfield BOE
officials he would not accept an offer
to become WHS principal. The BOE
had been scheduled to vote to ap-

prove Mr. Akey’s appointment to re-
place the retiring Robert Petix.

According to a statement released
by Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley, Mr. Akey was not willing
to relinquish the tenure that he holds
as SHS assistant principal. He has
worked at SHS since 1980, where he
started as a social studies teacher.

On June 22, the 422 members of
the WHS class of 2006 had a gradua-
tion ceremony at the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory.

New concept plans for the redesign
of Westfield Memorial Park were un-
veiled to the public at a special meet-
ing hosted by the recreation commis-
sion on June 21.

Preliminary plans for the renova-
tion of Memorial
Park include
reconfiguring and
extending the ex-
isting softball dia-
monds to enable
more teams to play
simultaneously.
By reconfiguring
the diamonds, a
half-acre of green
space would be
added to the exist-
ing half acre, Rec-
reation Director
Bruce Kaufman
said. This would
also expand the
existing multi-pur-
pose field to be
entirely on green
space instead of
extending into the
clay softball dia-
monds.

The tennis
courts would be

moved in order to turn the existing
tennis courts into additional parking
and additional green space for fields.
A basketball court would be added as
well as a pathway surrounding the
park. The commission is considering
connecting the pathway to a path that
surrounds neighboring Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains.

The redesign of the ball fields would
extend the diamonds 120 feet to the
west, eliminating an area of wood-
lands behind several homes that front
onto North Scotch Plains Avenue. No
lighting and no sound amplification
were planned, Mr. Kaufman told resi-
dents.

The town council agreed to raise
certain fees related to sidewalk cafés,
limousine and filming licenses. In ad-
dition, the Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee gave an update on its
plan to curtail overdevelopment and
would name a committee to incorpo-
rate planning-board recommendations.

Police charged a Westfield woman
in the stabbing of a fellow town resi-
dent that occurred on June 20 as the
two argued on the 200 block of
Windsor Avenue.

Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Leader/Times that the suspect,
Danielle Woods, 34, turned herself in
at Westfield police headquarters.

According to Sergeant Rodger, Ms.

Woods allegedly stabbed the 20-year-
old victim with a knife at about 10 p.m.
during what began as a verbal alterca-
tion, leaving the victim with wounds
to the left arm, both shoulders and
facial area. Ms. Woods reportedly left
the scene before police arrived. The
victim was treated at Overlook Hospi-
tal in Summit and released.

Ms. Woods was charged with ag-
gravated assault, unlawful possession
of a weapon and possession of a
weapon for unlawful purpose. She
was transported to the Union County
jail, with bail set at $10,000.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE

and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-
cation Association reached a tenta-
tive agreement on a new contract.

The settlement was reached at 4
a.m. on June 1, following 11 months
of negotiations and teacher rallies
and pickets.

A pedestrian died after being hit by a
car at the intersection of Route 22 and
Harding Road in the township on May
28. Tommy Oatman, 64, was killed as
he walked across the street in a wooded
area by the Watchung Reservation at
10:55 p.m. Police said the victim was
wearing dark clothing and was walking
in the street near his home on Harding
Road. A driver traveling westbound on
Rt. 22 hit Mr. Oatman with the right
corner of his Hyundai.

A split township council gave its
approval to an ordinance that re-zones
the township-owned hedge property
next to the Municipal Building for a
9,000-square-foot tract that can be
sold to a private developer.

Mayor Martin Marks, saying the
property presently serves no purpose,
called it “an asset” for taxpayers,
adding that its eventual sale would
bring money into township coffers
and also add a property tax ratable
once the site is developed for a mixed-
use building.

The township planning board had
reaffirmed its recommendation that
the township council not re-zone the
hedge property adjacent to the mu-
nicipal building. It also passed a reso-
lution stating that the rezoning ordi-
nance set to be voted on by the coun-
cil is not consistent with the
township’s master plan.

SPFHS celebrated the graduation
of the 318 members of the Class of
2006 on June 22 on Tyson Field.

Administrators gave speeches at the

Nordette Adams, Wayne Baker, Betsey Burgdorf, Linda Condrillo, Patrick Connor, Susan Cook, Susan Dougherty, Meghan Gill,
Michael Goldberger, Debbie Hoffman, Jessica Jascula, Bruce Johnson, Caraline Koellhoffer, Michelle LePoidevin, Gina Levy, Cassie Lo,

Debbie Madison, Meredith Mannino, Kathy Marques, Ingrid McKinley, Marylou Morano, Dale Neseman, Katie Newingham,
Jim O’Connor, Ted Ritter, Fred Rossi, David Samsky, Christie Storms, Brad Tinfow and Maria Woehr

And Our Trusted Correspondents:

DESERVED RECOGNITION (April
27)…Legendary Westfield High School
(WHS) varsity football/wrestling/golf
head coach and former athletic direc-
tor Gary Kehler, left, WHS Athletic
Director Ed Tranchina, center, and
WHS Boosters President Vince Wilt
stand underneath the two plaques do-
nated by the WHS Boosters to com-
memorate Mr. Kehler’s career at WHS.

The Year in Review 2006: Part 1 - January to June

graduation, including the BOE Presi-
dent Thomas Russo and retiring Su-
perintendent of Schools Carol Choye.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Police Department

sought information on a report of
shots fired on South Avenue in
Fanwood on May 29. According to
police, witnesses said two vehicles
were racing eastbound on South Av-
enue when shots were fired from one
of the vehicles at the other.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
authorized an inter-local agreement
for a tax collector service. Fanwood’s
tax collector Colleen Huehn now of-
fers tax-collector support, mentors
Scotch Plains’ tax clerk and reports to
Scotch Plains Chief Financial Of-
ficer Lori Majeski.

Garwood
The BOE discussed a new wellness

and nutrition regulation for the school
system.

“Cupcakes are in,” said board mem-
ber Gary Maher as he began the dis-
cussion with a summary of the educa-
tion committee’s findings, which in-
cluded rules about food items in
schools. The new regulations, which
went into effect September 1, include
a district-wide candy ban and limit-
ing birthday celebrations to kinder-
garten through third-grade students.

Officials announced that Verizon

FiOS Cable TV (fiber optic services)
is one step closer to operating in
Garwood after it was granted munici-
pal consent to operate in the borough.

Mountainside
The BOE adopted two new science

curriculums, one for kindergarten and
first grade and another for grades two
to four.

Assistant Principal and Curricu-
lum Coordinator Michael Craver
stressed the importance of finding
“inquiry-based” programs where stu-
dents would have the chance to ex-
plore in a “hands-on, minds-on” en-
vironment.

The K-1 program, called Delta
FOSS, would focus on three catego-
ries for each grade. Kindergarteners
would learn about “Animals Two By
Two,” “Wood” and “Paper and Trees.”
First graders would learn Air and
Weather, Balance and Motion and
New Plants.

The program aligns with a “proven
theory,” according to Mr. Craver, that
“students should explore fewer top-
ics in depth, not skim many superfi-
cially.”

Regional
New Jersey Turnpike officials un-

veiled a $4-million improvement
project to reconfigure the Clark traf-
fic circle off of exit 135 on the Garden
State Parkway.

Katie Newingham, Victoria
McCabe and Paul Peyton compiled
this report.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLENTY OF DOUGH (June 29)...The Dunkin’ Donuts in Fanwood officially
reopened with dedication ceremonies prior to the borough’s street fair. The
building underwent extensive remodeling and expansion.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EASY DOES IT (May 11)…Workers carefully remove the spire atop of the
Westfield Fire Headquarters after painters reported safety concerns.
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 13-18

Kenny Knapp (103) Brearley Bears

Jesse Boyden (215) Brearley Bears

Colin MacKay (130/135) Blue DevilsShedrick Goodridge (189) Rahway Indians

Sal Gano (119) SPF Raiders Pat Mineo (145) SPF Raiders

Anthony Priore (130) ALJ Crusaders

Ryan Wilson (130/135) Rahway Indians

RAIDERS, PANTHERS, PIONEERS RETURN SEVERAL TOUGH MATMEN

Brearley Bears Look to Be Team to Beat
For Union County Wrestling Dominance

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Individuals from eight wrestling
teams combined to claim the top spot
in 13 of the 14 weight classes at the
Union County Tournament (UCT) last
year and that dominance should re-
main this season. Union County
matmen also qualified 11 for the
NJSIAA state tournament and pro-
duced two state champions.

Last year, a young David Brearley
team edged perennial power Roselle
Park for the UCT team title and, this
season, the Bears are indeed the team
to beat. Their biggest challenge could
come from Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Roselle Park, a rebuilding Rahway
squad and perhaps New Providence.
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD:

The Raiders return nine Region 3
qualifiers, which includes two who
have competed in the state tourna-
ment at Atlantic City (AC), and have
a talented group of 16 freshmen. The
Raiders finished 16-10 last year and
look to regain the District 11 title.

“I will be realistic. I want to be top-
three in the counties (UCT), with
Brearley having the same team back
and being the studs they are. I think
we will give them good competition,”
said Raider Head Coach John Scholz.

Pat Mineo (Sr. – 145): Three-time
district champion, two-time UCT
champion and state qualifier in 2005.

Has 89-15 career
record and could
break the All-
Time SPF career
win record of 116
set by his brother
Steve in 2005.

“He’s putting
things together,
working on
things that we

need him too and being the leader in
the room.”*

Sal Gano (Sr. – 119): Two-time
district champ, qualified for AC, fin-
ished 33-7 at 119 and has a career
record of 75-27

“I think he will be one of the top
contenders to get back to the states.
Great leadership responsibility!”*

Keith Baker (Jr. – 215): District
11 champ at 215-lbs.

“I see him top three in the region, if
not, top two in the counties. I can see
him stunning people. He’s an ani-

mal!”*
Ricky Olsson

(Sr. – 135): Sec-
ond in district at
130, finished 25-
12

“He was a big
fan favorite last
year.”*

Mike Ferrara
(So. – 125): Second in district at 112,
finished 22-13

“He’s a strong kid. He’s a talented
kid. He has great takedowns. He’s
good on bottom.”*

Other Region qualifiers:
Trevor Cannon (Jr. – 152):

Jumped from 125-lbs
Joe Bachi (Sr. – 152): 160 last year
Dave DeNichilo (Sr. – 160): At

152 last year
Rob Desiato (So. – 140): From 135

Watch out for:
Tristan Bundy (Fr. – 112): “He’s

quick on his feet. It’s like the Tasma-
nian Devil type of quick.”*

*Coach Scholz comments.
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVILS:
The Blue Devils have a young squad

with the majority of their wrestlers
concentrated in the middleweights.

“We are
packed between
125 and 140,”
said Blue Devil
Head Coach
Glen Kurz.

Seniors Colin
MacKay and
Mark Boyd and
s o p h o m o r e s
John Barnes and

Sam Reichbach qualified for the re-
gion tournament last year.

Colin MacKay (Sr. – 130/135):

District champ at 125. Finished 29-7.
“He’s been in the weight room since
last spring. He’s done everything he
has to do to prepare himself to reach
his goals of hitting Atlantic City this
year.”*

Mark Boyd (Sr. – 160/171): Dis-
trict champ at 160. Finished 20-13.

“His style is going to give some
kids difficulty. He’s put in some off-

season time and
that pays off.”*

John Barnes
(So. – 119):
Third in district
at 112.

“You show
him something
and he is not
afraid to try it.

He’s got no fear.”*
Sam Reichbach (So. – 140): Third

in district at 119
“He had a good summer, probably

got about 50 matches in.”*
Watch out for:

Andrew Castrorao (Jr. – 152): “I
think he is going to have a breakout
year.”*

*Coach Kurz comments.
CRANFORD COUGARS:

The Cranford Cougars have 26
wrestlers – 10 freshmen – and the
ability to fill almost every weight
class, although very young.

“We have a young, eager to learn
freshmen group, a lot of juniors and
only five seniors. It looks like a good
future for Cranford wrestling,” said

Cranford Head Coach Darren
Torsone. “This year, the senior group,
it’s quality over quantity. Jeb Dennis,
Chris Cook. They have tremendous
leadership ability inside the wres-

tling room.”
Jeb Dennis

(Sr. – 145):
Placed third in
District 11 at 140
and finished 23-
9.

Chris Cook
(Sr. 171): Third
in district at 152.

Finished 22-12.
Jesse Hynes (Sr. 112/119): Third

in district at 103
RAHWAY INDIANS:

The Indians, District 11 champi-
ons last year, graduated a host of
talented wrestlers, which included
three-time state champ Darrion
Caldwell but they do return Ryan
Wilson, a 2005 state champ, Shedrick
Goodridge, ranked eighth in the state
at 189-lbs, and two-time district
champ Juan Herrara.

“We are trying to reload. We won
the JV county tournament last year.
Most of those guys now have starting
rolls on the varsity. We are hoping to
get better each day and, by the end of
the season, be a competitive team,”
said Indian Head Coach Anthony
Reinoso.

Ryan Wilson (Sr. 130/135-lbs):
2005 state champ at 112-lbs. “He’s

For More Information E-mail the WBL at:
wbl@westfieldbaseball.com

Kindergarten thru 10th Grade

Please Register Online at:
www.westfieldbaseball.com

Westfield Baseball League

Registration ends 12/31/06
For Spring 2007 Season

Register by 12/31/06 for Spring 2007 Season  to avoid late fee

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Keith Baker (215)
SPF Raiders

Ricky Olsson (135)
 SPF Raiders

Mark Boyd (160/171)
Blue Devils

John Barnes (119)
Blue Devils

Chris Cook (171)
Cranford Cougars

MILLER 22 POINTS, CRONEN 7 BOARDS

Lady Blue Devils Trip
Linden Cagers, 51-47

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■  Over 200 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more
about the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness
and Wellness Center. Take advantage of our construction discounts as we discuss
with you how the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional
instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals.

New Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!

Our information and enrollment center is open
Mon.-Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 10-6

With this ad and the purchase of a membership. Hurry! Offer ends 1/4/07. Cannot be
combined with any other offer.  First time visitors. Must be 21 years or older.

Some restrictions apply.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT
TO SAVE ON PRE-GRAND
OPENING DISCOUNTS!

$150 OFF MEMBERSHIP

                                                                                                   ■  On Site Nurses  ■  Initial

Health & Fitness Assessment  ■  Exercise Physiologists  ■  Individualized

Exercise  Program & Evaluation  ■  Health Education  ■  Nutritional Counseling

Weight Watchers  ■  State-of-Art Equipment  ■  Multitude of Exercise Classes

Aquatic Center  ■  Full Service Spa  ■  On-Site Cafe

                                                      ■ Sleep Better  ■  More Energy  ■  Better Quality

of Life ■  Reduce Risk of Heart Disease  ■  Lower Stress  ■  Lose Weight

Control Cholesterol Levels  ■  Control Sugar Levels  ■  Feel Better

Reduce Joint Pain  ■  Get Stronger  ■  Lower Risk of Flu

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Erin Miller stole the ball and rolled
in a lay-up with 1:42 remaining then
point guard Gab O’Leary, one minute
later, tossed a great pass into Gabby
Jakobs, who converted the lay-up to
give the Westfield High School girls
basketball team the cushion it needed
en route to a 51-47 victory over Lin-
den in the season opener in Westfield
on December 15.

Miller finished with 22 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, (7 of 11 free
throws) and had three steals with one
assist. O’Leary dished out seven as-
sists, had six points and made two
steals. Jakobs, who netted four points,
pulled down six rebounds as did Casey
El Koury who also had three points

and a steal. Senior Katie Cronen led
the team with seven rebounds and Keri
Pringle, who sank four points, grabbed
five rebounds. Stephanie Slodyczka
(2 rebounds) and Diana Venezia (3
rebounds) each sank five points and
Danielle Infantino contributed two
points, a steal and an assist.

Maesoon Deeb led the 0-1 Tigers
with 17 points, including four 3-point-
ers, and Brittany Bradshaw sank 16
points. Ansona Hooper netted five
points.

The Tigers controlled the boards
and jumped to a 9-2 lead midway
through the first quarter and, with
Deeb hitting three of her three point-
ers, took a 15-10 lead entering the
second quarter. Miller sank seven

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING VERY SERIOUS…Blue Devil point guard Gab O’Leary dished out
seven assists, scored six points and made two steals.
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Lady Blue Devils Trip Up
Linden Tiger Cagers, 51-47

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

 

TOWN OF WESTFIELD 

2007 CURBSIDE COLLECTION SCHEDULE 

BY GREAT NORTHERN RECYCLING 

 

 

 

  WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4 
            (Mondays)     (Tuesdays)   (Wednesdays)  (Thursdays) 

 
January  1*,15,29 2,16,30 3,17,31 4,18 

February  12,26  13,27  14,28  1,15 
March   12,26  13,27  14,28  1,15,29 
April   9,23  10,24  11,25  12,26 

May   7,21  8,22  9,23  10,24 
June   4,18  5,19  6,20  7,21 

July   2,16,30 3,17,31 4*,18  5,19 
August   13,27  14,28  1,15,29 2,16,30 
September  10,24  11,25  12,26  13,27 

October  8,22  9,23  10,24  11,25 
November  5,19  6,20  7,21    8,22* 

December  3,17,31 4,18  5,19  6,20 
January 2008    1*  2  3 
 
* January 1

st
 is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, January 3

rd
. 

*July 4
th

 is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 3 will be on Friday, July 6
th

.  
 
 

*November 22
nd

 is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 4 will be on Friday, November 23
rd

. 

*January 1, 2008 is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 2 will be on Wednesday, January 2, 2008. 

points in the quarter.
The Blue Devils, however, adjusted

well, covering Deeb. Also, Slodyczka
made her presence known while add-
ing three points and Venezia put in
four as Westfield went on a 17-8 run
to take a 27-23 lead at the half.

“She was a sharp shooter. We went
to a top-gun defense where we put
someone out there to make sure that
she doesn’t get an open shot,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino said of
Deeb. “Stephanie got in. I was trying
to rotate my big girls to keep them
fresh because I knew they were going
to get banged up under the boards.
Stephanie had some good looks.”

The Tigers’ physical play continued
to give them an advantage in rebound-
ing but they did commit several fouls,
which the Blue Devils did take advan-
tage of in the second quarter but they
hit only one of eight from the strip in
the third quarter. Deeb and Miller each
nailed a 3-pointer and a lay-up but the

Tigers narrowed the Blue Devils’ lead
to 37-35 by quarter’s end.

Linden immediately tied the score
early in the final quarter but Miller hit
two free throws and Handza created a
steal and converted. The Tigers came
back to make the score, 43-42, but
O’Leary sank a free throw, Miller
made her momentum-shifting steal
and El Koury sank a free throw to
spread the score to 47-42.

“It was very important, a close game,
one point. She turned things around
for us as quickly as possible. We got
the momentum back on our side. Lin-
den was coming out with a little mo-
mentum. They were very aggressive
and physical,” said Marino. “We didn’t
quit. We settled down. If we could be
patient, good things were going to
happen. They came out and tried to
push us around and our girls stood up
to it. I was pleased with their hustle.”
Linden 15   8 12 12 47
Westfield 10 17 10 14 51

Retiring a Football Jersey:
What No. Should Go First?

A couple of weeks ago, first-year
football coach Jim DeSarno had a
question, before he ordered a com-
plete new set of jerseys for next sea-
son. “Does Westfield have any retired
numbers,” he asked.

Given the amazing history of foot-
ball at WHS, with the second most
wins in state history, with more un-
beaten seasons than any other school
in New Jersey, and with a long list of
All-State honorees, it was a reason-
able question.

The answer was “no” but it got me
to thinking that maybe it’s time to
start considering some numbers be-
ing put forever into mothballs. There
are some really good ones, and here’s
just a partial list of names/numbers
from the years I was able to find
programs with roster numbers, or

Devils of the Week
Suzanne Lemberg

Alexi Kuska
Girls Swimming

Westfield Keglers Beat
East Side, SPF Raiders

The Westfield High School varsity
bowling team defeated Eastside,
3,112-1,701, on December 12 then
topped Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
3,149-2,720, on December 14. Both
matches were 7-0 sweeps.

Against East Side, Blue Devil Alex
Wronski had a high game of 259 and
a high series of 687. Eric Curialle had
a 255 game and a 628 series. Junior
Jesse Embry shot games of 234, 211
and 202 for a 647 series. Junior Arley
Rojas had a 224 game and a 598
series. Senior Co-Captain Harrison
Mercado had a high game of 223.
Junior Patrick Clancy bowled his first
varsity game and turned in a 212 to
help the team to victory.

The junior varsity continued its
unbeaten record by winning by a

2,725-1,439 score. Junior Brett
Ettinger had a 224 high game and a
620 series. Co-Captain Bryan Elsasser
had a 243 high game and a 616 series.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers entered the match with a perfect
3-0, conference record for both their
varsity and JV teams. Mercado led
the keglers with games of 223, 235
and 256 for a high series of 714.
Raider Ken Wasserman had a 267
game and a 619 series. The victory
gave the Blue Devil varsity a perfect
6-0 record.

In the JV match, Westfield won,
2,911-2,159, for their 27th win in a
row for the undefeated 5-0 team.
Ettinger had games of 225, 264, 214
for a 703 series. Elsasser had games
of 203 and 212, along with a 603.

from my so-called memory. These
are senior year numbers, unless noted
otherwise, and players are listed chro-
nologically, from oldest to most re-
cent. Please let me know any names
and/or numbers that were missed,
overlooked or forgotten, and we’ll
definitely get them in a future Den:

1: Lamont Wallace, Matt Daly.
2: Mike Catenacci, Mark Nelson

(junior year).
6: Lee Waring, Ryan Yarusi.
8: Steve Cheek, Lamont Turner,

George Cornell.
10: Bobby Dougherty, Dave Brown.
11: Dom Sisto, Alfie Edge, Dave

Townley, Pel Brown, Drew Viglianti
(sophomore year), Rob Shovlin.

12: Ted Vreeland, Loren Rodewig,
Ross Mannino (junior year), Dwight
Davies, John Brown, Joe and Tom
Della Badia, Todd Prybylski, Lou
Rettino.

13: Floyd Beane, Jack Walther,
Charlie Schrope, Pete Dorchek, Clint
Factor, Chris Infantino.

14: Dom Urciuoli, Gerry McGinley,
Bill Clarke, Bob Brewster, Joe
Monninger, Bruce Jester (sophomore
and junior years), Matt McDonough,
Kevin Morris, Roger Brewster, Brian
Butts, Pete (Snapper) Antonelli.

15: Bud Mueller, Dick Stotler, John
Davis, Mike Lasher, Todd Graf, Bran-
don Doerr.

16: Arch Bracher, Chuck Hood
(junior year), Bob Davis, Dean
Boylan, Steve Bodmer, Jay Juelis,
John Fox.

20: Bill Heinz, Sam Mitchell.
22: Doggie Porst, Jim Lambert,

Harry Beane (junior year), Jerry
Hendershott (junior year), Charlie
Clark, Kenny Blackwell, Tim Green,
Owen Brand, Dondi Chambliss, Billy
Byrne, Doug Kehler, Chuck Mueller,
Mark Nelson, Dave Duelks, Kevin
Dowling.

24: Jim Turpin, Bob Schmitz, Bill
Bryant, Rudy Brown, Chuck Hood,
Mike Henry.

27: Jack Hahn, Rudy Lantz, Rich
Ventimiglia, Jim Kovacs (senior year),
Jim Matino, Mike Gandy.

29: Dawson List, Ron Hall, Paul,
Bob and John Byrne, Leroy Gallman
Jr.

32: George J. Wilson, Bob
Hoffman, Eddie Galauski (junior
year), Jeff Davies, Brad Brewster, Ed
Morton, Dean Jajko, Bob Hermiston,
Mike Mitchel.

33: Bob Lowe, Jim Kane, Karney
Scioscia, Herm Fisher, Dave LiSooey,
Jim Catron, Mike Stagaard, Marc
Dowling, Malcolm Allen.

34: Dan Pearce, Joe Goski, Drew
Viglianti (junior year), Frank Kelly,
Paul Leifer, Paul Goski.

36: Pete Kitson, Buddy Redd, Tom

Nelson, Leroy Gallman Sr., Ron Hall
(junior year), Doug Murphy, Frank
Jackson, Fred Kessler.

40: Rick McGinley, Bob Wolfgang,
Dwight Winn, Dan Hely, Craig Stein,
Lamont Wallace (also wore 1), Pat
Daly.

41: Jack Rogers, Al Eichhorn,
Charlie Brandt, Dick Morash, Dave
Reitze, Bill Backus.

42: Ted Conover, George Clarke,
Dave Wilday, Ross Mannino, Butch
Woolfolk, Drew Keehn.

43: Dave Reitze (junior year), Scott
Ellis, Glen Kehler.

44: Bob Nelsen, Joe Wiendl, Jerry
Hendershott, Todd Dowling.

45: George Clarke, Jim Leitz, Marty
Howarth, Bob McNally, Rick Elliott.

50: Tom Mannino, Spencer Foote,
Dave Anderson, Jim Kovacs (sopho-
more and junior years), Jim Minno,
Bob Thiel.

57: Charlie Widmer, Dave Harvey,
Will Harbaugh.

58: Bob Adelaar, Greg Weiss, Buzz
Hedden, Rick James, Bob Harvey,
Harry Bourque, Scott Richardson.

60: Jim Tyson, Dave and Dan
Morash, Steve Hoppin, Gerry Glassey.

61: John Kerr, Mike Fenlon.
66: Cliff Beardslee, Bill Dunham,

Greg and Paul Harbaugh, Rick
Sampson, Skip Bode, Ron Mammano
(junior year).

71: Chris Vejnoska, Tom Polman,
Chris Harvey, Lowell Higgins.

74: Kip Kindregan, Bret Schundler,
Chris Drabin, Ron Nobile, Jim
Howard.

77: Bob Urciuoli, Charlie Miller,
Geoff Mann, Mike Schundler, Don
and Mark Ciliotta, Pat and Tom
Norton, Andy Kendeigh, Cowles
Stewart.

81: Dan Goodfriend, Pump Vella,
Neil Chamberlin, Jim Mozoki, Jason
Yarusi.

85: Joe DiFrancisco, Bill Napier,
Chip Danker, Bruce Jester, Jimmy
Tyler.

88: Frank Ritter, Kent Baldwin,
Dan Brady, David Jackson.

There are definitely some great
possibilities. It sure looks like a
great case could be made for No.
22! But the Den will go with No. 14,
which includes current Westfield
Athletic Hall of Famers McGinley
and Monninger. Urciuoli is under
consideration for the Hall of Fame
and Bob Brewster will likely be
inducted the year after he retires
from coaching.

WEEKEND UPDATE
What did we learn last weekend,

when the basketball and wrestling
seasons opened, and when the
Westfield Y’s Wallace Pool rocked
like a Van Halen concert during a

swim meet against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

First, the WHS girls swim team put
on a performance that stamps them,
for now, as the state’s top public school
team. They’ll face Mount St. Mary
next month to decide which team will
be ranked No. 1. In what most people
figured to be a toss-up meet, WHS
spanked SPF 106-64. Even more
amazing, the girls power-pointed
4,488, an almost unheard of total.
Freshman Suzanne Lemberg an-
chored two winning relays, and won
two individual events, including a
school record 54.36 in the 100
freestyle that broke Anne Burkett’s
15-year-old record. But the co-swim-
mer of the meet was junior Alexi
Kuska, who had sizzling wins in the
200 (1:56) and 500 (5:11) freestyles,
pulled out the 200 free relay with her
anchor leg and swam a 54.41 leading
off the 400 free relay, also under
Burkett’s old mark, but .05 behind
Lemberg’s earlier time. They were
the headliners, but every girl coach
Jaime Ruszala entered did fast times.
And it wasn’t like SPF wasn’t swim-
ming fast, with Jillian Murphy win-
ning the 100 fly in 59.52, and Mary
Henkels and Becca Fox each winning
a race. This could be the strongest
girls’ team ever at WHS, which has
won nine state championships, but
none since 1999.

The WHS boys rang up 3,787 power
points (slightly better than in their
opening upset of Mountain Lakes) to
handle SPF 115-55. P.J. Harley won a
pair of races for WHS, while Mike
Miller had both of SPF’s firsts (in the
50 free and 100 fly).

It sure looks like Linden is going to
be the team to beat in Group 4. After
a 39-point win over a pretty good
WHS team, the Tigers may be the
state’s premier public school. WHS
got 17 from Tommy Bonard, 13 from
Mike Venezia but just 16 from the rest
of the team.

The WHS girls, meanwhile,
knocked off Linden 51-47. Erin Miller
had 22 points and made a key defen-
sive steal late in the game, but she got
support from nine different team-
mates. That’s this team’s best chance
for a banner season, getting some-
thing from everybody. Seniors Katie
Cronen and Casey El Koury led in
rebounds, and junior Steph Slodyczka
had five points after missing all of last
year due to a knee injury. The girls hit
the road today for another toughie,
Malcolm X Shabazz.

HOCKEY UPDATE
In the first 12 years of WHS ice

hockey, the Blue Devils posted a total
of seven shutouts in 284 games; two
in 1997, one in 2002, and four in
2005.

Last week, senior Adam Becker,
with lots of help from his defense,
nearly posted back-to-back shutouts
in the Cron Tournament. After limit-
ing A.L. Johnson to one tally, he
blanked Old Bridge through regula-
tion and overtime before losing 1-0 in
a penalty-shot shootout.

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
It’d be impossible to pick between

Suzanne Lemberg and Alexi Kuska
after their four-victory efforts in Sat-
urday night’s huge swim win over
SPF. Lemberg broke a 15-year-old
record in the 100 freestyle (54.36),
then Kuska also went under the old
mark leading off a relay (54.41). For
their efforts, Lemberg and Kuska are
the Devils of the Week, and earn a
free sub from Al the Owner at
Westfield Subs (261 South Avenue).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
note-type items at bj1019@aol.com.
GO DEVILS!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY GETTING INTO THE ACTION…Blue Devil Erin Miller, center, made three steals and scored 22 points
against the Tigers. Stephanie Slodyczka, No. 21, sank five points and had two rebounds.

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO -
PRE-CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY

Holly Cohen

Westfield . . . Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this distinctive custom CH Colonial residence
boasts 4000 SF of luxury plus an additional 1700 SF of finished basement w/full bath.  A
regal stone façade with Hardie Plank ™ siding, 3-car garage and substantial property are just
the beginning.  Amenities include a 2-story foyer with solid oak staircase, 5 bedrooms, 4 ½
baths, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors level 1 & 2, formal living and dining rooms featuring
mahogany inlays and tray & boxed beam ceilings, designer kitchen plus breakfast room,
master retreat with fireplace, sitting room, dual walk-in closets and ensuite spa like bath, full
walk-up attic and more!  Call Holly for further details.  $1,789,000.  (052000NEW)

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

BUY FOR $2,810/MO.

Scotch Plains . . . Situated on a cul-de-sac, this beautiful 3 yr. old Colonial features an open floor
plan.  The spacious eat-in kitchen, boasting granite counters & stainless steel appliances, adjoins
a wonderful family room highlighted with a gas fireplace.  There is a formal dining room, office
w/French doors, HWF & ½ bath.  Sliders from the kitchen lead you out to the backyard.  The
2nd fl. has a master bedroom with his & her walk-in closets & master bath w/double vanity,
Jacuzzi & stall shower.  There are 3 add’l. bedrooms & full bath.  The large unfinished basement
has high ceilings & there is a 1-car attached garage.  This is a great opportunity to own a newer
home in Scotch Plains.  Call Nancy or Priscilla for more information.  $648,427  (052001579)

Priscilla Mann
908-397-0476

Nancy Kronheimer
908-347-8142

Invite Priscilla & Nancy in,
and they’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!
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BRAND LED IN TDs, BADALA SACKS, BAKER TACKLES

Raider Football Boys Finish
With Deceptive, 4-6, Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three years ago, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
had a group called “The Killer Bees”
with names such as Travis Boff, Kyle
Baker and Charlie Bachi. This sea-
son, a new swarm of “Bees” led by
Greg Brand, John Badala and Keith
Baker also packed quite a sting in the
Raiders’ very competitive season that
qualified them for the section play-
offs.

The Raiders got off to a great start
with wins over East Side, Plainfield,
Shabazz and Linden and a very nar-
row, 7-6, defeat to then No. 10
Irvington and appeared poised to re-
ceive a good seed for the upcoming
playoff.

But misfortune came! Senior line-
backer/fullback, Tom Pennella, who
got a knee injury early in the Irvington
game, was unable to play the next
three games. Additionally, the Raid-
ers fell to Union and were burned by
Cranford and Westfield, resulting in a
seventh seed for the playoffs where

they lost to Morristown. Then in the
season finale, the Raiders were de-
feated by No. 5 Elizabeth, the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 champion
to finish with a deceptive 4-6 record.

“We knew it going in that we had a
very challenging schedule. We started
well, 4-1, losing to Irvington only 7-
6, then had bad results from injuries
and some bad breaks, but that’s part
of the game,” said Raider Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli. “Irvington, Linden,
Elizabeth, Union made the playoffs
and, at one time, all ranked in the top
20. We beat Linden who beat
Piscataway who was ranked 14th.
They got to the semis. Elizabeth won
it all. Irvington got to the finals. But
a tribute to our guys, no matter what
happened, every game we played hard
and practiced hard.”

As a fullback, Pennella did rush for
222 yards with three touchdowns (TD)
and had six receptions for 65 yards,
including another TD. He also had
the best rushing average of 6.3.

“That hurt us. It caused a little bit of
a domino effect. We lost an outside

linebacker, a fullback and we lost a
leader on the field. Tom is a great
person! Incredible positive attitude!
We thought he was done for the year.
He came back at Morristown and had
a couple of nice runs. He would have
been All-County, All-Conference,”
stated Ciccotelli.

Brand (All-Area, All-Conference
and All-UC First Team) had quite a
sting as a hard-nosed linebacker and
a running back. He rushed 1,048 yards
and led the team with eight TDs.
Defensively, he recorded 28 solo tack-
les, 57 assisted tackles and one inter-
ception.

“Your attitude will determine how
you use your ability. Greg’s attitude
is unbelievable! His weight room
work ethic was incredible! He played
at a different level. Greg finished his
runs. As linebacker, he made key hits,
he made so many hits,” Ciccotelli
expressed.

Badala’s sting showed aggression
with five sacks to go with his 29 solo
and 18 assisted tackles, along with a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

SUZANNE LEMBERG SETS WHS RECORD IN 100-FREE

Blue Devil Boys/Girls Defeat
Raiders in Swim Showdown

Rich Graessle for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING A WHS RECORD…Blue Devil freshman Suzanne Lemberg broke a 15-year-old WHS record in the 100-freestyle
with a time of 54.36. The Westfield girls defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 106-64, on December 16.

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s not easy to compare teams from
different eras, so for now the 1987 and
’88 Westfield High School girls swim
teams will be considered the best teams
in school history. But after Saturday
night’s, 106-64, victory over two-time
defending state Public B champion
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, a case can
start being made for the 2007 girls as
the Blue Devils’ best ever.

Before the biggest crowd in the
history of WHS swimming (the bal-
cony was filled by 6:15 for the 7:15
meet, and several rooms of closed
circuit TV was set up for the over-
flow), both the WHS girls and boys
swam to one season-best time after
another, with the boys winning, 115-
55. And the Raiders did not go down
without a fight, with many outstand-
ing times, both on relays and indi-
vidually.

The tone was set early, with the
Blue Devil girls going 1-3 in the
opening relay. The team of Liz
Hawkins, Katie Morgan, Brittany
Reyes and Suzanne Lemberg went
1:52.76, just short of breaking the 24-
year-old school record. Lemberg’s
24.64 anchor leg pulled out the first
place.

Junior Alexi Kuska won the 200
free in a fast 1:56.16 with Julie
Cederroth rallying for a big second
and it was 22-8. Kylie Frazer touched
out Melissa Helock in the 200 IM,
and Lemberg and Hawkins went 1-4

in a very fast 50 to give WHS a 39-23
advantage at the break.

Jill Murphy’s quick 59.52 in the
100 fly gave SPF its first victory over
the evening, but Lemberg broke a 15-
year-old school record with a 54.36
in the 100 freestyle, and with
Cederroth and Darrell Ann Smith
going 3-4 behind her, it was 58-36.

A 1-2-3 in the 500 free (SPF
standout Brittany Larkin had to
scratch due to an injury) was keyed
by Kuska’s 5:11.11 and a pair of
5:33’s by freshmen Kyle Higgins and
Jill Kandigan. It was 71-39.

Kuska then anchored WHS’s B 200-
free relay to a surprising first with a
24.41 split, touching out Murphy by
.06 of a second.

Mary Henkels got a first for the
Raiders in the backstroke, but Fraser,
Hawkins and Meredith Smith went 2-
3-4 and WHS had the meet clinched
(90-50) with two events left. Becca
Fox got another Raider first in the
breaststroke, before the Blue Devils
put the finishing touches with a siz-
zling 3:42.33 400 relay. Kuska’s lead-
off leg of 54.41 was under the old
school 100 free record, but .05 behind
Lemberg’s earlier time. After 56-plus
legs by Hawkins and Fraser, Lemberg
finished it off with a 54.31 split.

“This was my first really big high
school meet,” said Lemberg, who is
in only her fourth year of swimming
at the Westfield Y. “I was just trying to
go my fastest.”

The girls put up a school record

4,488 power points, an almost un-
heard-of total.

“When you get here an hour early
and the stands are packed, it’s easy to
get pumped up and swim fast,” Kuska
said.

Almost lost in the girls’ effort was
another solid effort by the WHS boys,
who improved to 5-1 (heading into
today’s meet at defending state cham-
pion Bridgewater-Raritan) under first-
year coach Jeff Knight.

Led by P.J. Harley’s double win in
the 200 (1:49.80) and 500 (4:51.36)
freestyles, the boys posted a series of
season-best times and had a season-
best 3,787 power points.

Chris DeLaFuente won the 200 IM
and was touched out in the 100 butter-
fly by Raider Mike Miller, who also
touched out Blue Devil Matt Green to
win the 50 free. Green rebounded
with a season-best 50.99 to win the
100 free.

The Raider boys swam tough all
meet, including down to the final
relay, where Blue Devil sophomore
Matt Morgan swam a best 52.92 an-
chor leg to touch out Raider co-cap-
tain Matt Miller.

Other Blue Devil winners were the
200 medley (Luke Baran, Phil Anton,
DeLaFuente, Green) and 200 free
(Mike Oster, Matt Gelmetti,
DeLaFuente, Green) relays, Matt
Meserole in the 100 back and Anton
in the 100 breast. Oster, Harley and
Meserole joined Morgan on the win-
ning 400 relay.

THE COMPLETE OFFERING TERMS ARE IN AN OFFERING PLAN AVAILABLE FROM THE SPONSOR.

Sales Center Hours: Friday-Tuesday 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM, closed Wednesday & Thursday.
44 Old Short Hills Road ~ www.cedargatelivingston.com

Sales & Marketing by:

The gateway to 
opulent living is NOW

Open.

PREVIEW OPENING!

The Essence of Elegance

PRICED FROM THE $700’S 
SALES CENTER NOW OPEN. CALL 973-992-7904

AN EXCLUSIVE ENCLAVE OF ONLY 54 LUXURY TOWNHOMES IN LIVINGSTON, NJ 
Come to Cedar Gate at Livingston, and discover the perfect balance of life and luxury.  

With lavish amenities and contemporary conveniences in a quiet, secluded neighborhood, it’s the ideal place to call home. 

Elegant 3-bedroom, 2-level townhomes •2-car garages & full basements •Idyllic Livingston location
•Excellent schools & Blue Ribbon high school •Within walking distance of NYC transportation 

•Close to superb dining, shopping & entertainment

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARD NOSED KILLER “BEE”…Raider senior linebacker/running back Greg Brand (All-Union County First Team)
gobbled up 1,048 yards on the ground, including eight touchdowns. He was also involved in 85 tackles.
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Brearley Bears Look to Be Team to Beat for Union County Wrestling Dominance
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

definitely making strides to obtain
another state title. He’s made a deci-
sion to go to Columbia University so
now I think he is focused on a state
title.”*

Shedrick Goodridge (Sr. 189-lbs):
Finished 27-6 and qualified for the
states last year at 171-lbs. Ranked
eighth at 189-lbs. “Shedrick did seem
to fly under the radar because we had
Darrion and Ryan. People don’t real-
ize that Shedrick ended up with over
20 wins. He’s definitely making a
push to get to Atlantic City again.”*

Juan Herrara (Jr. 112-lbs): Two-
time district champ at 103-lbs. “He
has a chance to make Rahway his-
tory. There’s only been five three-
time district champs. (Antonio Garay,
Wilson, Caldwell, Gene Ronkiewicz
and Tom Wysocki). We think he can
accomplish that goal and can make a
better push in the regional tourna-
ment.”*

*Coach Reinoso comments.
ALJ CRUSADERS:

The Crusaders have 24 wrestlers in
the program, which includes three
region qualifiers and one state quali-
fier.

“We have eight seniors. This is the
first time since I have been here that
we have a majority of seniors, which
looks good. Our lightweights are
pretty good. (Sophomores) Joe
Kilburg at 112 and Chris Roberts at
103, both had winning records,” said
Crusader Head Coach Nick Cilento.
“We should be around .500 around
cutoff time. We do wrestle a tough
schedule. The Mountain Valley Con-
ference is tough in wrestling.”

Anthony Priore (Sr. 130-lbs): Fin-
ished 33-5 and won two bouts at AC
last year at 119-lbs. “Anthony places
in every tournament he goes into.
This is his senior year. He’s making a
run for a state championship. We feel
this is his year.”*

Chris Golias (Sr. 160-lbs): Quali-
fied for regions at 160 last year. “He’s
a year older, a year stronger.”*

Matt Kohen (Sr. 189-lbs): “He
started all four years and every year
he has improved.”*

Erik Kaminsky (Sr. Hwt.): Dis-
trict 12 heavyweight champ last year.
“He’s looking to improve on that and
get down to AC.”*

*Coach Cilento comments.
NEW PROVIDENCE:

The Pioneers, who placed in fourth
in the UCT,
qualified for the
sectionals and
finished 12-7,
feature five solid
wrestlers and
will fill every
weight class.
They have a big
junior and fresh-

man class. “Individually this team
will create lots of excitement,” said
Head Coach Gary Bremer.

Peter Terrezza (Jr 112): Placed
third in the UCT
at 103. “Expects
to have a
breakout year.”*

Matt Nobbs
(Soph - 125):
District champ
with huge wres-
tling back-
ground.

Wade Baldwin (Jr - 130): UCT
champ at 125.
“Needs to re-
main healthy.”*

Larry Peotter
(Sr - 152):
“Greatest ex-
ample of hard
work, continues
to get better and
better.”*

Trevor Martin (Sr - 189): Dropped
from 215 & Hwt. “Will surprise a few
people, looks better than he ever has.”*

*Coach Bremer comments.
BREARLEY BEARS:

The “Bear” is bigger than ever!
Last year’s county champs are
chomping at the bit to seize the
“Bear’s” share of the UCT again this
season and return nine region qualifi-
ers, in addition to a few more who

may qualify this season.
The Bears have bolstered their

schedule significantly to include
Group 4 power Brick Memorial,
Group 2 powers Collingswood and
Hackettstown, and Non-Public pow-
ers Camden Catholic and Holy Cross.

Aware that many teams will be

“gunning” for them, Bear Head Coach
Brian Lucciani commented, “We have
a tremendous coaching staff, includ-
ing newcomer Lou Cerchio (from
Scotch Plains). On the mental side, it
will be a different pressure this year.
Hunting season is open and we’re the
game but we’ll see. We upgraded the

schedule tremendously and these kids
understand what’s ahead of them.”

Region Qualifiers:
Kenny Knapp (So - 103): County

and District Champ, placed in the
Region winning a match in AC.
“Knows what it takes to get back to
the state tournament and place in the
top eight.”*

Dan Conroy (Sr - 112): Placed
5th-6th in the Region. “Will get to the
top three.”*

Joe Lospinoso (So - 135): “Tre-
mendous technical wrestler. Injured
last year, will explode on the scene,
dominate and turn some heads.”*

Joey Mraz (Sr - 140): “Realizes
what he can do. Hoping for big things,
maybe getting a county title under his
belt.”*

Matt Loffa (Jr - 145): “Strong
competitor. Solidified the 145 spot.”*

Travis Dilts (So – 152/160): Placed
second in Districts, fourth in county.

Anthony Evans (Sr. 160): UCT
champ and second in district at 152.
“Has lofty goals.”*

Hany Elsjiek (Jr - 189): Second
UCT, second in districts at 160.

Jessie Boyden (Jr - 215): Two-
time UCT champ, Region 3 champ
and placed sixth in the state at 215.
“What more can you say?
Workaholic! Truly sees how to get to
a top three finish.”*

Watch Out For:
Umar Taramov (So-171): A So-

viet Union product with a Freestyle
background. “Excited about having
him on the team.”*

*Quotes from coach Lucciani.
BREARLEY CANDIDATES:

103: Kenny Knapp (10)
112: Allen Phillips (9)
119: John Calderon (10)/Dan Conroy
(12)
125: Robert Piper (11)
130: Jem Vigilante (12)
135: Joe Lospinoso (10)
140: Joey Mraz (12)/Kevin O’Connor (9)
145: Matt Loffa (11)/Chris Laudati (11)/
Elon Trager (11)
152: Anthony Evans (12)/Steven
Margolin (11)/Tom Mannix (10)/Danny
Sehnal (11)
160: Travis Dilts (10)/Brian Zengenwald
(11)/Dan Gregory (11)

171: Umar Taramov (10)/Robert Schielke
(9)
189: Hany Elsjiek (11)/Jake Saladino
(9)/Chris Hillyer (11)
215: Jessie Boyden (11)/Mike Petruzzella
(10)/Johnathan Hernandez (9)
Hwt: Eric DuBeau (12)

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON:
The Highland-

ers have six se-
niors, two jun-
iors, seven
sophomores and
five freshmen.

“We are a
much more expe-
rienced team,”
said Head Coach
Rick Iacono.
“The only thing
which is unfor-
tunate, we will be
losing matches
because I will
forfeit weights
and can not put
some of our in-
experienced kids

into a varsity lineup.”
Rob Coughlin (Sr. – 145): UCT

champ at 135. Finished 29-5
Matt Fullowan (Jr. – 171): Fourth

in UCT at 152.
Scott Mack (Sr. – 160): Fourth in

UCT at 160
Watch Out For:

Mike Mattingly (Sr. – 152), Steve
Reedy (Sr. 130)

Jeb Dennis (145)
Cranford Cougars

Jesse Hynes (112/119)
Cranford Cougars

Chris Golias (160)
ALJ Crusaders

Anthony Evans (152)
Brearley Bears

Scott Mack (160)
GL Highlanders

Matt Fullowan (171)
 GL Highlanders

Rob Coughlin (145)
GL Highlanders

Joe Lospinoso (135)
 Brearley Bears

Matt Nobbs (125
 NP Pioneers

Peter Terrezza (112)
NP Pioneers

Erik Kaminsky (Hwt)
ALJ Crusaders

Juan Herrara (112)
Rahway Indians

Trevor Martin (189)
NP Pioneers

Wade Baldwin (130)
NP Pioneers

The Brearley Bears – 2006 Union County Tournament Champions

 

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD TUDOR OVAL PERFECTION 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. 

Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined 
Westfield street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & 
Living Room with gas fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, 
new central air & furnace, new windows, master Bedroom suite with new 
full bath and a spacious deck overlooking fenced yard and manicured 

grounds.              Offered for $819,000 

Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial nestled in a quiet 
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary 
School.  This impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with 
granite counters, three new Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor 
Family Room and Den, finished Recroom in basement, hardwood floors 

and central air.                               Offered for $800,000 

Mike Ferrara (125)
SPF Raiders

Joe Bachi (152)
SPF Raiders

Dave DeNichilo (160)
SPF Raiders

Matt Kohen (189)
ALJ Crusaders

Sam Reichbach (140)
Westfield Blue Devils

Mike Mattingly (152)
GL Highlanders

Steve Reedy(130)
GL Highlanders

Raider Football Boys Finish
With Deceptive, 4-6, Season

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

fumble recovery.
“John was an undersized offen-

sive/defensive lineman but he played
with the heart of a guy 310-lbs. He
was all over the field. He made All-
Conference and one of the comments
was, ‘he’s so tough!’ And he was,”
said Ciccotelli.

Baker, an All-Conference tight end,
had a sting that left bruises. He had 14
receptions for 238 yards (17-yard
average) and one game-winning TD.
Defensively, he led the team with 37
solo and 52 assisted tackles, includ-
ing two sacks and two blocked kicks.

“He blocked very well in the pe-
rimeter. In the Linden game, he had
an 80-yard run that wasn’t going to be
denied. That was and incredible run.
As inside linebacker, he played very
well for us all year,” said Ciccotelli.

Senior Captain Colin Campbell
(offensive/defensive lineman All-
Conference) plugged up the holes to
allow the linebackers to get their tack-
les, as did junior Mike Alleman.

“Colin made up for his lack of size
with his attitude. He prepares him-
self,” said Ciccotelli.

A killer “Z” senior Jason Zelesnik
(All-Conference split end) led the
team with 21 receptions for 402 yards,
including two TDs – one a 67-yard
TD against Westfield. He also had
seven kickoff returns for 190 yards
and, on defense, he had 22 solo and
23 assisted tackles to go with three

sacks and an interception.
“He played well on both sides of

the ball. People who came to the
games would come up to me and ask,
‘who’s that number 82?’ He was a
leader of our team. He led by ex-
ample,” said Ciccotelli.

Senior Rob Scibek tied for the
Raider lead in sacks with five. Senior
Kyle Mihansky had 25 solo and 11
assisted tackles, along with a sack
and an interception.

But there were more “Bees”! Se-
nior Dave Belford recorded 25 solo
and 17 assisted tackles, one sack and
one interception and junior Jason Boff
totaled 13 tackles, a blocked kick and
three sacks.

Quarterback Mike Chervenyak
completed 70 passes in 156 attempts
for 984 yards, including seven TDs
and 10 interceptions. He rushed for
228 yards, including a TD. Senior
Matt Huether had 143 rushing yards
and two TDs and sophomore fullback
Marcus Green provided key blocks.
Senior wide receiver Kyle
Rowbotham had 12 receptions for
176 yards and two TDs. He also hit all
14 of his extra points and, defen-
sively, he recorded two interceptions.

“I don’t think football is won by
MVPs,” commented Ciccotelli. “A
chain is as strong as its weakest link.
For us to win games, our weakest link
has got to be strong. He may be the
MVP.”

     There is no better time than the Holidays to express
my appreciation for your business and friendship.  Help-
ing families find and acquire the home of their dreams
has always been, and will continue to be, the most sat-
isfying aspect of my service to each of you.

     May the spirit of  the season fill your heart with
peace and joy!

     Hye Young Choi

Happy Holidays

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555 ext. 165
(908) 301-2015 - Direct

hye-young@att.net

Raider Icemen Chill
High Point Boys, 7-3
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School ice hockey team improved its
record to 3-2-1 with a 7-3 victory
over High Point at Skylands Arena in
Hardyston on December 15. Nick
Ruskasen netted three goals and an
assist for the Raiders.

Raider Icemen Drill
Demarest Boys, 3-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team defeated
Demarest, 3-2, at the Ice House in
Hackensack on December 16. Dan
Long scored the first two goals for the
4-2-1 Raiders and Nick Ryskasen
added the icing. Brian Jascur made
24 saves.

All-Union County
Football Selections:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School senior Greg Brand was
selected to The Star-Ledger All-
Union County (UC) First Team
Offense list in football. Teammates
Jason Zelesnik and Keith Baker
were named to the All-UC Second
Team as was Westfield High
School senior Tom Bonard who
was also selected Blue Devil of-
fensive MVP. Blue Devil George
Cornell was named to the All-UC
Third Team.

Blue Devil Will Harbaugh, the
team’s defensive MVP, has been
named to the All-UC Second Team
and All-Group 4 Third Team in
defense. Blue Devil Santo Nardi
and Raider John Badala were
named to the All-UC Third Team.

Raider Cagers Shock
Shabazz Boys, 62-58
Bryan Dougher netted 20 points,

including three 3-pointers, as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team shocked Shabazz,
62-58, on December 15. Reggie
Solomon nailed two free throws late in
the game to squeak the Raiders ahead
of the Bulldogs, 52-51.

Solomon and Greg Bayard each
sank 12 points apiece for the 1-0
Raiders. Da’Shon Barrino put in 25
points for the Bulldogs.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 10 18 19 62
MX Shabazz 20   9 11 18 58

Viking Cagers Dump
Dunellen Boys, 41-35
The Union Catholic High School

boys basketball team improved to 2-0
with a 41-35 victory over Dunellen in
Scotch Plains on December 16. Mike
Buczynski scored 12 points and Tony
LaRocca netted seven for the Vikings.

Viking Coeds Douse
Rahway Swimmers

The Union Catholic High School
coed swim team took top honors in
every event to douse Rahway, 130-
39, on December 17.
50 free: Ryan Walker, 24.43
100 free: Tim Foster, 1:00.01
200 free: Brian Carr, 2:08.95
500 free: Nicole Caravano, 7:04.44
100 breast: Sean Gaynor, 1:17.55
100 fly: Brian O’Donnell, 1:01.52
100 back: Mike Gelowitz, 1:11.29
200 IM: Gaynor, 2:31.13
200 free relay: Tim Deegan, Carr,
Gelowitz, O’Donnell, 1:44.41
400 free relay: Gelowitz, Foster, Walker,
O’Donnell, 4:15.27
200 medley relay: Gaynor, O’Donnell,
Walker, Foster, 2:00.13

Viking Cagers Whip
Oratory Boys, 65-37

The Union Catholic High School
boys basketball team made the best of
its home opener by whipping Ora-
tory, 65-37, on December 15. Kristan
Cortizo netted six of his 15 points in
the first quarter and Tony LaRocca
sank eight of his 15 points in the
second quarter.
Oratory   7   8   9 13 37
Union Catholic 19 15 14 17 65

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
WHS/Linden Girls Basketball
SPF/Shabazz Girls Basketball

Westfield/SPF Football Dinners

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A KILLER “Z”…Raider split end Jason Zelesnik, No. 82, (All-Conference) led
the team with 21 receptions for 402 yards, including two touchdowns.
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LAW, ZAZALLI NET 6 POINTS EACH, JAICHON GETS 4

MX Bulldog Hoopsters Bully
SP-F Lady Raiders, 47-22
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Malcolm X Shabazz High
School girls’ basketball team picked
up where it left off last year by defeat-
ing host Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 47-
22, on December 15. Last year, the
Bulldogs beat the Raiders in the sec-
tional final.

Bulldog Iasia Hemingway rattled
the net with a game-high 18 points,
including 11 in the first half, and
Desiree Simmons hit two three-point-
ers. Raider sophomore forward Jackie
Law and senior guard Allie Zazzali
put in six points and sophomore cen-
ter Kaylan Jaichon dropped in four
points. Senior guard Lauren Mains
and Molly Meehan each hit from
downtown.

“It’s always tough opening against
them. They came out, pressured us
and jumped on us. We made a lot of
early mistakes and lost our poise,”
said Raider Head Coach Bruce Davis.
“Defensively, they rattled us. We
didn’t box out and we did not recog-
nize the fact that they were more
athletic in general. It took us a quarter
and a half to settle into our game. It
was a learning experience. We have a

number of kids that this was their first
experience playing against a team
like that and they’re learning. We’ll
get better every day and better and
better every game. We’ll be fine by
the end of the season and that’s all
that we have to worry about.”

The Raiders started slowly and
committed turnovers, while the Bull-
dogs scored in transition to build a
12-6 lead. Law went two-for-two from
the stripe and rolled in a lay-up off a
feed by Mains and Jaichon muscled
in two points.

The Raiders, still unsettled early in
the second quarter, were victimized
by the Bulldogs’ fast breaks.
Hemingway zinged in eight points as
Shabazz took a 31-12 halftime lead.

The Raiders got a much better tempo
in the third quarter, ran sharper plays
and limited the Bulldogs to just six
points. Mains and Molly Meehan sank
3-pointers and Zazzali made a bucket.

“When Shabazz’s offense lost their
three star players from last year, they
definitely made up for it in defense,”
said Law. “I think we played well,
lost it in the first and second quarter
but we came back and held them
pretty well in the second half. The

thing is, we stress that the third quar-
ter is usually when they make their
runs and we cut that down. I can’t say
I’m happy losing this way but it’s a
great way to start because they’re
always such a well-coached team and
it’s an honor to play them.”

“We knew they would be an amaz-
ing team like they always are. Com-
ing out of the locker room we wanted
to come out play with passion, poise
and pride and I think we did,” added
Mains. “We were a little rattled. It
was our first game but I think we
played a great game. It’s only going
to improve from here on but I’m proud
of all of us.”

Noting Law’s solid playing style,
Davis said, “She always makes her
presence known. She rebounds, she
runs the floor, she handled the ball
for us today when our guards seem
to be a bit shaken and she was able to
settle things down a little bit. The big
thing with Jackie is she cares so
much. She is very passionate about
the game, takes it personal, plays
hard every minute and on top of that
she is athletic.”
Shabazz 12 19   6 10 47
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   6   6   8   2 22

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT SAVE IN TIGHT GAME…Westfield ice hockey goalie Adam Becker, No. 29, makes one of many great saves in
a shootout against Old Bridge at the Cron Tournament at Warinanco Arena in Roselle on December 12. Tied, 0-0, after
double overtime, Old Bridge pulled off the victory.

5K Hangover Run Set
For New Years Day
The 25th Annual 5K Hangover

Run sponsored by the Central Jer-
sey Road Runners Club will be
held on New Year’s Day, January 1,
at 12 noon at Tamaques Park in
Westfield.

People can register online at
www.practicehard.com or
www.active.com. The race day reg-
istration is from 10:30-11:45 a.m.
The course is certified, fast and flat
through the park and residential
streets. Amenities: Custom de-
signed Silver Anniversary
sweatshirt to the first 200 entrants
only, t-shirt to all pre-registered
runners. There will be hot cocoa
and bagels.

Pre-registration fee is $20 by De-
cember 23, $18 for USATF mem-
bers and $25 for all after December
23. For more information, please
call (866) 841-9139, extension no.
3807, e-mail runcjrrc@onebox.com
or www.cjrrc.org.

FSPY Swimmers Shine
At Annual First Frost Meet

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) boys and girls swim teams
had some outstanding performances
at the annual First Frost swim meet
recently held at FSPY.

50-yard freestyle: (Age 9 girls)
Amanda Banasiak (second with per-
sonal best [PB] 32.74). Caitlin Glynn,
Zoe Verrico and Lauren Sjonell had
PBs. (boys) Alex Skoog (second with
PB 33.82) J.B Walling, Jason
Steinberg, Kevin Kerby, Marcel
Green and Henry Chang had PBs.

(Girls age 8) Bella Bernardo, Kate
Musso and Rachel Braun all grabbed
top-20 finishes. Melody, Mariel and
Mariah Weigel all had PBs. (boys)
Matthew Auda, Eric Chang and Colin
Sullivan finished in the top 10.

25-yard free: (Age 7 girls) Maya
Dunchus and Natalie Jablonski
posted PBs. (Boys) Sullivan and
Chris Hoerrner took third and eighth,
respectively. Josh Davidson and
Chris Buren had PBs. (Age 6 girls)
Anna Dunchus (third). Gina Mae
Fahrenholz and Mackenzie Inacker
posted top-10 finishes.

(25-yard breaststroke): (Age 9
girls) Banasiak (third). Amelia

Markey, Maddie Ryan and Kelly
Bracuto had PBs. (boys) PBs and top
15 finishes were secured by all swim-
mers: Steinberg (fourth), Walling
(sixth), Thomas Lestikow and H.
Chang. (8Us) Bernardo and Maddie
Bebout, Kevin Fleck and Eric Chang
swam well.

(25-yard backstroke): (Age 9
girls) Glynn and Tiffany Inacker (top-
15). (boys) Kerby, Lestikow and
Patrick Henkels had PBs. (8Us)
Musso and Casey Daudlin and (7)
Sullivan and Hoerrner (7) swam well.

(25-yard butterfly): (Age 9 Girls)
Verrico and Asia Cadet had PBs.
(boys) Skoog (first) and Marcel
Green (10th). (8s) Rachel Braun,
Camryn Sullivan and Maddie Bebout
had PBs. Auda (first for boys). (Age
7 girls) Maya Dunchus (top 15).
(boys) Hoerrner (eighth). A Dunchus
(age 6), finished seventh.

(100 IM): All FSPY swim had
PBs. (8U) Auda (first), (9U) Skoog
(fourth) and (8U) Bernardo (15th).
Kate Musso, Mariah and Mariel
Weigel, T. Inacker, Ryan, Walling,
Steinberg and H. Chang also com-
peted.

             Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
             908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
          NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005 
 

 
                 Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue West · 908-233-0065 

This captivating Westfield Colonial, located at 644 Arlington Avenue, enchants you with 
hardwood floors, box beam ceilings, moldings and abundant windows. The new gourmet 
granite accented kitchen with commercial grade appliances blends with the living room & 
formal dining room. The  master bedroom boasts a luxurious bath & walk-in closet. Three 
more bedrooms, family room, enclosed porch, superbly landscaped grounds and a close 
to everything location  offer an incomparable manner of living. Presented for $949,000. 

This lovely Westfield Colonial has an interior that effervesces with hardwood floors, sun-
catching windows & beautiful moldings. The living room  & formal dining room radiate 
charm. Enhancing the 1st floor is an eat-in kitchen, powder room, den & marvelous fam-
ily room addition.  The 2nd floor offers four bedrooms, a walk-up attic & an updated 
bath. A deep backyard with patio, towering trees, beautiful foliage & a convenient loca-
tion, add to this handsome portrait. Presented for $825,000. 

See Photos on Web!
See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO GET PAST A TOUGH BULLDOG…Raider senior Allie Zazzali, No. 33, tries to dribble past a Shabazz
defender. Zazzali scored six points but the very tough Bulldogs won, 47-22, in Scotch Plains.
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Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

WESTFIELD
GUTTER
CLEAN

 LLC

908-233-8956

Free Estimates
Insured

CUSTOM SET-UPS
Audio – Video – LCD

Plasma TV’s – Arcades
We also sell Arcade Games,

Pinball Machines, Air Hockey & Pool Tables

908-377-4711

Insured Lic#13VH00137700

Mr. Reliable

HANDYMAN

Bob:  908-462-4755

Yes We Can Do That!

Small or Large

Westfield Y A Swim Boys Top
West Morris Y Boys, 112-96
The Westfield YMCA boys A swim

team defeated West Morris, 112-96.
(8Us): Griff Morgan placed first in

the 25-free and 25-back. Ryan Daniel
finished first in the 25-fly. Colin
Daniel (second 25-free and 25-back).
Jake Lesner (25-breast) and by Eric
Swanson (25-fly) took third. Colin
Daniel, Swanson, Lesner and Mor-
gan touched first in 100-free relay.

(9-10s): Luke McGrory (50-free
and 50-back), Stephen Husch (100-
IM) and Tyler Lesner (50-fly) touched
first. Tommy Pyle placed second in
50-fly and third in 50-back. Aidan
Donadio touched second in the 50-
breast. Stephen Husch (50-breast),
Tyler Lesner (100-IM) and Ryan
Daniel (50-free) touched third. Husch,
Daniel, Lesner and McGrory finished
first in the 200-free relay.

(11-12s): Matt Daniel placed first
in 50-fly and second in 100-IM. Kevin
Oster finished first in 50-back. An-
thony Gurrieri (50-free), Jonathan
Drori (50-breast) and Dan Pesin (50-
back) placed second. Drori, Gurrieri,
Oster and Daniel touched first in the
200-free relay.

(13-14s): Matt Meserole and Larry
Zhang combined for four first places
– Meserole in 200-IM and 100-back,
and Zhang in 100-breast and 100-fly.
Mike Oster placed first in 100-free
and second in the 100-breast. An-
drew Cordeiro (200-IM, 100-free)
took second. John Taylor finished
second in the 100-fly. Zhang,
Cordeiro, Meserole and Oster fin-
ished first in the 200-free relay.

(15-18s): Phil Anton and Matt
Morgan finished 1-2 in the 200-breast.

Westfield Y A Swimmers Top
Morris Center Girls, 105-99
On December 2, the Westfield Y

girls A devilfish swim team defeated
the visiting Morris Center Y swim
team, 105-99.

(8Us): Gwen Devin got first the 25-
fly, second in the 50-free. Shannon
Pyle placed first in the 25-back and
third in the 25-fly. Caroline Felix (50-
free) and Caroline Basil (25-breast)
took first. Jamie Thomas touched sec-
ond in 25-breast. Pyle, Basil, Devin and
Felix finished first in 100-medley relay.

(9-10s): Shannon Sokolow (100-
IM) and Erika Daniel (50-breast, 50-
fly) touched first. Courtney Day fin-
ished second in the 50-back. Kaitlyn
Lutz (100-IM), Katherine Duffy (100-
free) and Gemma Larche (50-back)
took third.

(11-12s): Loren Ball placed first in
50-back and second in 100-free. Oria
Alexander (50-fly), Brooke Sweeney

(200-IM), Krysta Huber (100-free)
and Abby Pires (50-breast) touched
first. Maeve Maloney (200-IM, 50-
back) and Becky Zhang (50-breast)
placed second. Sweeney, Pires,
Alexander and Ball touched first in
the 200-medley relay.

(13-14s): Kelsey Wilson (200-IM),
Becky Krakora (200-free), Elaine
Anderson (100-breast) and Olivia
Scrofani (100-back) took first. Allison
Rose (200-IM) and Summer Thomas
(200-free) took second. Scrofani,
Anderson, Krakora and Kylie Higgins
finished first in the 200-medley relay.

(15-18s): Katie Morgan (100-
breast) and Suzanne Lemberg (200-
fly) touched first. Kate Johnson (100-
back) and Olivia Scrofani (200-free)
touched second. Johnson, Morgan,
Lemberg and Lauren McCurdy
touched first in the 200-medley relay.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065

Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated.

Jocelyne Holden
Sales Associate

908-233-2694
jocelyne-holden@burgdorff.com

Dorothy McDevitt
Broker/Sales Associate
908-233-2248
dorothy-mcdevit@burgdorff.com

Extraordinary Agents. Dramatic Results.

Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients

and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

TWO STELLAR AGENTS

Wychwood
Center Hall Colonial
Good neighborhood

4 bedrooms
3 1/2 baths

Sale by owner
$1,650,000

(908) 416-4460

HOME FOR SALE

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

Westfield:
Messercola Bros. Building Co., Inc,

to Jeffrey H. and Krista C. Evans, 721
Garfield Avenue, $1,250,000.

Mary G. Maroulakos to Jane
Walsweer, 224 Prospect Street,
$1,250,000.

D. Villane Construction, Inc, to
Herbert W. and Deborah L. Biggs,
543 Hort Street, $912,500.

Rosendo and Hersillia Armijo to
Gerrit W. and Deborah L. Biggs, 521
Boulevard, $880,000.

Scott E. Jacobs to HPG, LLC, 227
Elmer Street, $655,000.

Lewis M. and Karen Milrod to
Brian Lu and Swee Jian Ngeow, 59
Unami Terrace, $660,000.

Raphael M. and Bianca P. Ornaf to
Paul and Cristina R. Kiley, 413 Wash-
ington Avenue, $440,000.

John and Janice M. Gwaldis to
Elizabeth A. Psyhojos, 46 Westbrook
Road, $555,000.

Kevin Farley and Marisol Perez to
Elizabeth Saul, 1911 Grandview Av-
enue, $455,000.

Scotch Plains:
Herman and Rita Marie Kaminsky

to Joel Elmer, 6 Clydesdale Road,
$690,000.

David L. and J. Dianne Dill to
Andrew J. and Diane E. Baldwin, 12
Gary Court, $660,000.

Jerome and Karen Cunningham to
Elizabeth Quintero, 221 Myrtle Av-

Recent Home Sales

enue, $328,000.
Andrew J. and Diane E. Baldwin to

Lisa B. Magnotta, 533 Westfield
Road, $473,000.

Robert R. and Theresa Romano to
James K. and Melinda Fonte, 2309
Lamberts Mill Road, $425,000.

Hugh O. Evans to Stephen Pearson,
2224 Concord Road, $510,000.

Apollo T. and Xuying Chang
Nguyen to National Residential
Nominee Se, 3 Eastham Village,
$370,000.

National Residential Nominee See
to William and Marie Keller, 3
Eastham Village, $370,000.

Edmund T. and Maria E.
Maciejewski to Robert Klotz and
Dawn Colabella, 2077 Algonquin
Drive, $455,000.

The Paul D. and Angelina G.
Montalbano revocable trust to Rob-
ert and Cristina Nocum, 555 School
Place, $380,000.

Dwayne and Yvette Easley to Jean
Bussereth and Teri Martin, 1124
Washington Avenue, $440,000.

Township of Scotch Plains to
Elshiekh Enterprises, LLC, 2403 Park
Place, $130,000.

Angeline Decristofaro Estate to
Michael Natale and Stanle Pearson,
412 Flanders Avenue, $335,000.

Zhen Li and Zhiqing Zhou to Pru-
dential Relocation, Inc, 16 Clinto

Lane, $957,500.
Christian P. and Lorri Cooke to

Donald and Rosanne Tobey, 2080 Oak
Hill Road, $670,000.

Frank and Amy DiGiovanni to
Walter E. and Pamela B. Boright, 11
Maddaket Village, $390,000.

Donald J. and Judith P. Goodliffe
to Charles and Loretta Matthews,
2620 Far View Drive, $862,000.

Ellen R. Ramer to Stacy Alban,
250 Westfield Road, $470,000.

Lorraine J. Hudak to Susan G. Har-
ris, 2249 Westfield Avenue, $380,000.

John and Mary Ellen Lawson to
Richard and Carmen Hopkins, 8 Cly-
desdale Road, $799,000.

Mary D. Modlin to Eric J. and
Melissa A. Spagnoli, 1991 Brookside
Drive, $575,000.

Janet M. Patten to Laurel Lynn
Turchin, 551 Willow Avenue,
$278,100.

Dennis SLBIG and Krovsos and
LLC to Atlas Reality Assc., LLC, 445
Terrill Road, $1,300,000.

Ann M. Barash to Jose Mancebo,
2348 Channing Avenue, $390,000.

Amitabh and Anuradha Chandra to
Yen N. Tran, 2261 Newark Avenue,
$395,000.

Jessie R. Frick Estate to Kenneth
Schweitzer, 2086 Grant Street,
$390,000.

Rick H. and Tamar P. Schrager to
Gregory and Susan Patterson, 2691
Deer Path, $689,000.

William H. and Luisa M. Eggert to
William and Kathleen Rooney, 2339
Promenade, $485,000.

Estate of Catherine Anne Cooper
to Lizabeth Agostinho, 10 Donsen
Lane, $550,000.

William Jr. and Jessica Wilkins to
Martin and Rosario Garay, 201
Harding Road, $539,900.

Brendan Egan Named
All-Conference Soccer
The New England Small College

Athletic Conference (NESCAC) has
named Bowdoin College junior
Brendan Egan of Westfield as a First
Team All-Conference soccer selec-
tion, as well as All-Academic selec-
tion. He was one of 49 NESCAC
athletes receiving both honors.

Egan, a co-captain and MVP of the
2003 Westfield High School soccer
team, led a Bowdoin defense that
posted nine shutouts en route to a 10-
4-1 record. He was also a team co-
captain and an MVP, and will be a
captain in 2007. Egan was also se-
lected by the National Soccer Coaches
Association of America to its All-
New England soccer team.

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
Cemetery office, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, Monday January
22, 2007 at 4:00 P.M., for the election of
four Trustees each for a term of three
years, to succeed Frank J. Abella, Jr.,
Steven J. Burke, Franklyn J. Sullebarger,
and Donald W. MacDonald, whose terms
will then expire and for the transaction of
such other business as may be presented
at the meeting.

Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1207
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Concept

and Event Production, Hoboken, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: to plan produce and pro-
mote the 2007 Kids Kingdom Traveling
Jubilee Tour

PERIOD: June 9, 2007, July 8, 2007,
August 12, 2007, & September 15, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$85,260.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1186
amending (Resolution No. 156-1993)
SERVICES: to increase the special

group fare charges to groups passengers
using Union County Paratransit System a
rate of $15.00 per vehicles, per hour to
offset the additional cost when vehicles
are utilized after normal working hours or
on weekends.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION No: 2006-1182
amending (Resolution No. 460-2002

and 247-2003)
SERVICES: to provide for the continua-

tion of the Workforce Investment Act Pri-
vate Pension Plan and Group Live Insur-
ance/Group Accidental and Dismember-
ment Plan to allow for continual year-to-
year funding of these benefits based upon
funding availability

COSTS: in an amount of $34,800.
 Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1181
AWARDED TO: Connex Transit, Inc.,

Silver Springs, Maryland.
SERVICE: for the continued provision

of Transportation Services in the form of
routing, scheduling, dispatch, and road
operator services for the Union County
Paratransit System

PERIOD: January 1, 2007 – December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$2,377,527.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 06-25-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 10B(3)(H) OF
CHAPTER 12 OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
RELATING TO ELECTRICAL
SUBCODE FEES

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 12, 2006.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/21/06, The Times Fee: $17.34
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE NO. 640 -2006

INTRO 11/ 30/2006
FINAL ADOPT 12/14/2006

was introduced and passed on first read-
ing by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at
a REGULAR MEETING on November
30th 2006, and said Ordinance has been
published with Notice of Introduction there
of and of the time and place fixed for its
further consideration and the Board has
duly held a hearing thereof and has given
all persons interested an opportunity to be
heard.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, by the Board of Chosen Free-
holders that said Ordinance be and the
same hereby is finally passed and adopted,
and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
Ordinance published herewith has been
finally adopted on December14th 2006,
and the 20 day period of limitations within
which a suit, action or proceeding ques-
tioning the validity of such Ordinance can
be commenced has begun to run from the
date of first publication of this statement.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARIES OF COUNTY OF-
FICIALS AND DEPARTMENT
HEADS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders of the County of Union as
follows:

Section 1.  The salaries of the Freehold-
ers, Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall
be as hereinafter set forth.  The same shall
be effective as of January 1, 2006.

Section 2.  The salaries of the County
Manager, Deputy County Manager and
the following Department Heads shall be
as hereinafter set forth.  The same shall be
effective as of January 1, 2006 or as of
appointment date.

Section 3.  That this Ordinance shall
take effect at the time and manner pro-
vided by law.

Section 4.  That the Clerk of this Board
be and she is hereby authorized to publish
a notice in the appropriate newspaper of
such introduction and of a public hearing
on December 14, 2006, and shall forward
one certified copy of final passage, to each
Clerk of all Municipalities located within
the County of Union.

PROPOSED SALARY ORDINANCE

FREEHOLDERS $29,500
CHAIRMAN $31,500
VICE-CHAIRMAN $30,500
COUNTY MANAGER/DEVANNEY

$157,530
DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER/

GENIEVICH $137,623
COUNTY COUNSEL/BARRY $141,619
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/

FAELLA $107,375
ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS/

GRAZIANO $108,000
PUBLIC SAFETY/GIBSON $113,793
FINANCE/CAROSELLI $126,377
HUMAN SERVICES/GUZZO $123,801
PARKS, RECREATION AND FACILI-

TIES/SIGMUND $116,946
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $63.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
RESOLUTION NO. 2006-1178

12/14/2006

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires
the governing body of every local unit to
have made an annual audit of its books,
accounts and financial transactions; and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit
for the year 2005 has been filed by a
Registered Municipal Accountant with the
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders as per
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and
a copy has been received by each mem-
ber of the governing body; and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of
the State of New Jersey is authorized to
prescribe reports pertaining to the local
fiscal affairs, as per R.S. 52:27BB-34; and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board
has promulgated a regulation requiring
that the governing body of each municipal-
ity shall by Resolution certify to the Local
Finance Board of the State of New Jersey
that all members of the governing body
have reviewed, as a minimum, the sec-
tions of the annual audit entitled:

GENERAL COMMENTS
RECOMMENDATIONS

and
WHEREAS, the members of the gov-

erning body have personally reviewed as
a minimum the Annual Report of Audit,
and specifically the sections of the Annual
Audit entitled:

GENERAL COMMENTS
RECOMMENDATIONS

as evidenced by the group affidavit form
of the governing body; and

WHEREAS, such Resolution of certifi-
cation shall be adopted by the Governing
Body no later than forty-five days after the
receipt of the annual audit, as per the
regulations of the Local Finance Board;
and

WHEREAS, all members of the govern-
ing body have received and have familiar-
ized themselves with, at least, the mini-
mum requirements of the Local Finance
Board of the State of New Jersey, as
stated aforesaid and have subscribed to
the affidavit, as provided by the Local
Finance Board; and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the
promulgations of the Local Finance Board
of the State of New Jersey may subject the
members of the local governing body to
the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52
to wit:

R.S. 52:27BB-52 - “A local officer or
member of a local governing body who,
after a date fixed for compliance, fails or
refuses to obey an order of the Director of
Local Government Services, under the
provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may
be fined not more than one thousand dol-
lars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more
than one year, or both, in addition shall
forfeit his office.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that the Board of Chosen Free-
holders of the County of Union hereby
states that it has complied with the promul-
gation of the Local Finance Board of the
State of New Jersey dated July 30, 1968
and does hereby submit a certified copy of
this Resolution and the required affidavit
to said Board to show evidence of said
compliance.
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $67.83

FW Resident Says Immigration Policy
May Lead to American Failure

Following are excerpts from Dick
Lamm’s (former Governor of Colorado)
speech during an immigration confer-
ence in Washington, DC, which specifies
how to destroy America from within:

“Turn America into a multilingual,
multicultural country which history shows
turmoil, tension and tragedy are the end
product; Encourage all immigrants to
maintain their own language and culture;
Make the fastest growing demographic
group the least educated and add a second
underclass, unassimilated, undereducated
and antagonistic to the population; Allow
established foundations and big business
to fund and support the aforementioned;
Allow dual citizenship, promote divided
loyalties and celebrate diversity over

unity; Make it taboo to talk about any-
thing which opposes the cult of diversity;
Words like racist or xenophobe halt dis-
cussion and debate; Make it impossible to
enforce our immigration laws; Censor
Victor Davis Hanson’s book “Mexifornia”
as it exposes the plan which is currently
destroying America; Lastly, history shows
that all great nations unknowingly com-
mit suicide.”

Everything, which Lamm enumerated,
is proceeding methodically, quietly and
pervasively across the United States as
you read this brief excerpt from one lone
voice. Wake up America, before it is too
late.

Joe Kistler
Fanwood

WF United Way Says ‘Thank You’
For Helping the Many Town Needs

Peace on earth requires more than our
good wishes. It requires us to reach out to
all people. The holidays are a special time
to reach out and share our joy by bringing
happiness to others in our community.
The Westfield United Way is devoted to
bringing peace and joy to everyone.

The 19 member agencies of the
Westfield United Way provide year-round
services and programs to Westfielders.
These programs enrich our quality of life
during the holidays. Our agency clients
say:

“Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.

Thank you for helping my 15-year-old
daughter stay sober.

Thank you for giving my son a safe and
nurturing place to go after school, while
I’m still at work.

Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.

Thank you for helping me care for my
mother, who has Alzheimer’s.

Thank you for taking me to my dialysis
treatment twice a week.”

Agency services are designed for

Westfielders, and are made possible by
Westfielders. The holidays are bright-
ened for children, families and the elderly
by special seasonal activities conducted
by Westfield United Way agencies. This
spirit of caring and sharing will continue
throughout the New Year.

We invite you to become part of this
caring network by contributing to the
Westfield United Way Campaign. Your
gift will enable 19 community agencies to
meet the needs of thousands of
Westfielders and help to make Westfield
a better place in which to live and to work.

The Westfield United Way is grateful
to the many Westfielders who already
have contributed to the 2006 campaign.
Those who have not yet sent in a donation
are urged to do so today. The support of
each and every Westfielder is important!

From all of us at the Westfield United
Way and on behalf of our agencies, we
thank you and wish you a joyful and
peaceful holiday season.

Cyrene & David Foltz
Campaign Co-Chairs

Westfield United Way

CLASSIFIEDS

Westfield Resident Writes to Stop
‘Super’ Superintendent Bill

WF Citizen Lauds
WF’s Gifted Children
Last week, I had the pleasure of attend-

ing two concerts at Westfield High School
that my two granddaughters played in. It
was the most gratifying musical experi-
ence that I’ve had in a long time.

Tuesday featured the Winter Band
Concert and Thursday, the Winter Or-
chestra Concert. Both were under the
skilled direction of Mr. Raymond Wojcik.
The band directors were Steve Stouffer
and Dan Zugale.

The orchestra’s rendition of George
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, was abso-
lutely incredible and what I would have
expected from the Boston Pops – but no,
these were our talented high school kids.
Particularly outstanding was the piano
virtuoso Gil Chapman who showed true
mastery of this instrument. Also com-
mendable was Nathan Margolin who was
a master of his clarinet.

Thanks to all our young musicians.
You were wonderful.

Bob Jonas
Westfield

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

More Letters to the Editor

The Senate Bills (S7 or S10) likely will
be reintroduced beginning January 8. We
need everyone to contact (call, email and
letter write) all New Jersey representa-
tives, not just our own. Every little bit
counts! You can make a difference.

Please take a minute to email or call
your Senator and encourage opposition to
this legislation, which will take local con-
trol of the schools away from local resi-
dents and centralize all decisions with a
“super” superintendent run out of the
county office. For us in Westfield, it means
that a political appointee from Union
County will make all decisions, including
the ability to veto voter approved budgets
for our schools. Any property tax savings
are not clear with this part of the proposed
bills S10/A4 and S7/A4. Although Union
county is supposedly not earmarked for
this legislation at the moment, who knows
when that can change?

Please ask them to slow down and hold
this bill as a work in progress - it is in no
shape to become law. Encourage your

spouses and all other registered voters in
your home to do the same. The negative
impact it will have on our schools could
be tremendous. I also encourage you to
share this with friends and family in other
districts and counties in NJ. The message
must be heard from all parts of the state.
The following link will direct you to your
representatives: njleg.state.nj.us.

Lisa Bleich
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on January 4, 2007 in Council Chambers
in the Westfield Municipal Building,
Westfield, New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear
and consider the following application.

Annie’s Gourmet Kitchen, L.L.C.
seeks preliminary and final site plan ap-
proval and associated variances and waiv-
ers to use premises commonly known as
235 Elmer Street (Lot 15, Block 3113) for
meal preparation and sale and delivery of
meals. This property is in the GB-3 Zone
and was previously occupied by the
Westfield Spine Center and before that by
McIntyre’s for the sale and service of
lawnmower equipment.

Applicant seeks variances from the fol-
lowing:

List of Existing Non-Conforming Con-
ditions that will Continue:

Section 11.28E.1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires minimum front
yard of 11.7 feet. Existing and proposed is
0.

Section 11.28E.2 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires minimum side
yard of 5 feet. Present and proposed is 1
foot.

Section 11.28E.6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires maximum all
improvement coverage not to exceed 70%.
Present and proposed is 90%.

Section 17.04A of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires minimum park-
ing space dimensions of 9 feet x 20 feet.
Five parking spaces are 8 1/2 feet x 17
feet, four parking spaces are 9 feet x 17
feet and one parking space is 12 feet x 15
feet. The handicapped parking space is 21
feet x 17 feet.

Section 17.05B of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires driveway di-
mension of 20 feet. Present and proposed
is 14 feet.

Section 11.28E.7 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires front yard land-
scaping. Present and proposed has no
landscaping because there is no front yard.

New C40:55D-70c Variances Re-
quested:

Section 17.02C.7(S) of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires 23 park-
ing spaces for restaurant. Proposed is 11
spaces.

Sign Variances
Section 16.04E(1)(a) of the Land Use

Ordinance. Ordinance permits one sign at
main public entrance. Main public entrance
is at side of building immediately adjacent
to driveway. Proposed is two signs, one of
which will be a roof sign and the other will
be a wall sign. Neither sign will be located
at the main public entrance.

Section 16.04E(1)(b) of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires that the
mounting height of sign shall not exceed
the height of the ground floor, or twelve
(12) feet, whichever is less. The two pro-
posed signs exceed 12 feet.

Section 16.04E(1)(d) of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires that verti-
cal dimensions of sign cannot exceed 30
inches. Proposed is 36 inches.

Section 16.07L of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance prohibits roof signs. One
of the proposed signs is located on the
mansard roof.

Further variances, waivers or excep-
tions from certain requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance may also
be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file on the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

William B. Butler, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $75.48

Anything to Help our Little Lizzie
Would Be Greatly Appreciated

Kathy Meyer and Robert Rafferty from
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School rec-
ommended that I contact you (The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times) about a very spe-
cial little girl who lives in Scotch Plains.

On October 24, then 9-month-old Eliza-
beth Kate Chern (we all call her Lizzie or
Smiley!) was diagnosed with a very rare
form of acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia.
She is the youngest child to have this form
of leukemia. They are preparing her for a
bone marrow transplant in early 2007.
Her parents, Chris and Mairead Chern,
are both schoolteachers. To learn more
about Lizzie, please see caringbridge.org
with the link to ElizabethKateChern.

Chris teaches middle school in Nutley
and Mairead teaches elementary school
in Bloomfield. The Nutley school district
started a foundation to help raise funds for

the Chern family in order to help them get
through this ordeal. We are in the process
of setting up a website for the foundation.

Two other neighbors and I are working
with SMAC (Student Movement Against
Cancer) to help raise funds for the Lizzie
Chern Foundation. The various schools
are selling t-shirts that say “Lizzie We
Got Your Back” on them with the school
logo on the front. We are selling back-
packs that say “Lizzie We Got Your Back”
as well. All proceeds go to the foundation.

On January 14, Lizzie’s first birthday,
we are doing a Walk For Lizzie. We were
hoping that you might be able to help
promote the walk. Anything you could do
to help spread the word about the fund
raising activities that are going on for our
little Lizzie would be greatly appreciated.

If you think you can help, please give
me a ring at (908) 232-7624 or email me
at hcejovic@comcast.net.

Have a wonderful holiday!

Heather Cejovic
Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW TELECOMMUNICATIONS

FACILITY (Colo)
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

New York SMSA Limited Partnership,
d/b/a Verizon Wireless, is proposing to
locate new wireless telecommunications
antennas on an existing 150-foot mono-
pole located at 2371 South Avenue, Scotch
Plains, Union County, New Jersey.  The
new facilities will consist of 12 antennas
mounted to a height of 110 feet (measured
to the centerline of the antennas) above
ground level. A proposed 7-foot by 14-foot
equipment shelter, enclosed by an 8-foot
high chain link fence will be located near
the base of the tower on existing concrete
pad. Any interested party wishing to sub-
mit comments regarding the potential ef-
fects the proposed facility may have on
any historic property may do so by send-
ing comments to: Suzanne Derrick, Ri-
chard Grubb & Associates, Inc., POB
434, Cranbury, New Jersey 08512 or by
electronic mail to:
sderrick@richardgrubb.com, and
please refer to RGA Tracking Number
2006-448
1 T - 12/21/06, The Times Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1192
AWARDED TO: McKesson Medical/

Surgical Products, Golden Valley Min-
nesota.

SERVICE: to provide comprehensive
medical/surgical product procurement and
inventory management system for the
patients/residents Runnells Specialized
Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $574,000.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46 PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/14/06

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1196
AWARDED TO: Sammons Preston

Rehabilitation Products Bolingbrook,
Illinois.

SERVICE: for the purchase of occupa-
tional and physical therapy supplies adap-
tive utensils and nursing supplies for the
patients/residents Runnells Specialized
Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $30,000.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

HELP WANTED

Experienced Tax Preparer needed
for busy accounting office. 20-25
hours per week. Experience with
Drake tax prep software helpful.

Please call (908) 889-9500 or
fax resume to (908) 889-9501

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD, Luxury 5 room, 2
BR, 2 full bath, on-site garage and
off-street parking, 55 years &
older, Chelmsford Condo. $2500
per month. Call for appointment.

Saul Drittel (908) 233-6478
BURGDORFF ERA

Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

FRONT DESK

Fitness Center in Scotch Plains is
seeking friendly, motivated
people. Responsibilities include
answering phone, assisting with
memberships and customer ser-
vice. All Shifts Available. Contact:

Jo (908) 232-6100 or
Jog@fitnessandwellness.org

CHILD CARE SUPERVISOR

Fitness Center looking for
experienced, dependable
individual. Must manage staff &
provide care & programming for
kids in safe, fun environment; some
bookkeeping. Friendly & energetic
a must. Full time, benefits.
Call Camille at (609) 584-7600

JUNK CARS WANTED

No titles needed, all types of
metal wanted. Interested, call

(908) 996-2991 or
(908) 797-1160

MEDICAL ASSISTANT /
RECEPTION

Westfield - Immediate FT/PT
position for outgoing person in a
boutique medical practice.
Experience in venipuncture, BP,
EKG, etc. Computer knowledge a
plus. Contact Office Manager

 (908) 232-1345 or
Fax resume  (908) 232-1728.

SUMMER DAY CAMP JOBS!

No nights/weekends. Group coun-
selors, lifeguards/WSI, instructors
for sports, crafts, music, nature,
boating, outdoor skills. Warren
Township (Somerset County) NJ.

 (908) 647-0664,
rvrbnd1@aol.com,

apply at:
www.campriverbend.com

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

BEDROOM SET

Beautiful Cherry sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror and nite stand.
Value $2000, Sell $775

Call (732) 259-6690

OLD TRAINS & TOYS
$$  BEST PRICES PAID  $$

ALL LIONEL &
OTHER TRAINS & OLD TOYS

CALL (908) 889-9251

WANTED

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

OWNER OPERATORS

Pull our trailers and earn $1.94
a mile for all miles plus tolls!

NY/NJ to Eastern PA
Call 1-888-537-4278

*Class A CDL and 1 year Tractor
Trailer Exp. Req. CALL TODAY!

HELP WANTED

Exercise Physiologists/Trainers
New Fitness Ctr in Scotch Plains
looking for friendly, dependable
CPT’s to develop, supervise &
assist members of all ages &
abilities w/exercise program.
Degree and/or Cert. Req’d.
Call Sheri (609) 683-7888 or email
sherif@fitnessandwellness.org

OFFICE FOR RENT

FANWOOD Professional Office for
Rent; 2 rooms - 400 sq feet, fully
furnished, private path, wireless
internet, off street parking, private
entrance. Call (908) 322-8440 or
info@fanwoodchemical.com

ELM RENOVATED OFFICE

Renovated office space
850 sqft; 2 renovated

lavatories - m & f; hardwood
floors; just off North overlooking

Elm; Near train;
(908) 654-4965

NANNY WANTED

Single mother of 3 looking for
responsible nanny who drives
and speaks English, from 2:30-
8pm, M-F and some Saturdays.
Please Call (908) 233-8128

CLERICAL POSTION

Full-time, entry-level position avail
for busy municipal office. Qual
candidate must be self starter/
quick learner, detail oriented &
able to multitask. Proficient in
Microsoft Office. Good comm skills
& pleasant personality. Fax
resume (908) 789-4129 Bldg Dept. ESTATE SALE

Westfield...Antique Amoire’s,
chests, dressers, china, crystal,
designer clothes, plasma tvs,
stereo, sports equipment,
by appointment only.
(908) 380-0918 now until 1/5/07.

TUTOR

Highly qualified, state certified NJ
teacher can help your child/
teenager w/ basic skills, writing,
and reading struggles w/ 1-to-1
tutoring session.
email papermngr@yahoo.com

or call (908) 380-0870.

SOL’s CLEANING

Homes, Apartments, Condos.
5 years cleaning experience with
good references in the area.

(201) 766-3971 or
cell (973) 991-6511

solsclean@yahoo.com

DRIVER WANTED

Driver needed to take 7th grade
female to and from Roosevelt
Intermediate School starting
January 2007. Please contact
Melissa at (484) 459-0920.

P/T CHILD CARE NEEDED

P/T child care needed in my home
for 19 mo girl and newborn boy.
Looking for mature, loving, English
speaking woman. Salary and
hours TBD. (908) 654-0617

HOUSEKEEPER SERVICES

Portuguese lady looking to clean
your home. I have good refer-
ences and years of experience.
I clean homes, offices and condo-
miniums. Please call Monica at
(908) 469-8284 or (908) 456-3088

MATTRESS SETS

New pillow top
in plastic w/warranty.

Queen $120, King $175.
Can deliver

Call (732) 259-6690

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1209
AWARDED TO: All Access Marketing

& Publicity, Cranford, New Jersey.
SERVICES: to provide consulting ser-

vices for the 2007 MusicFest at
Nomahegan Park, Cranford, New Jersey

PERIOD: Saturday September 15, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$15,000.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1191
AWARDED TO: Direct Supply, Mil-

waukee, Wisconsin.
SERVICE: for the purchase of hospital

supplies and equipment for the patients/
residents Runnells Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $47,000.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1180
AWARDED TO: Condata, Inc., Sewell,

New Jersey.
SERVICES: for Integrated Human Re-

source and Outsourced Payroll System
PERIOD: for a three year period
COSTS: for a total cost of $775,724.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $19.89
PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/14/06

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1195
AWARDED TO: KCI, San Antonio,

Texas.
SERVICE: for the rental of the ‘Vacuum

Assisted Closure System” and for the pur-
chase of supplies for the system for the
patients/residents Runnells Specialized
Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $70,000.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1206
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Concept

and Event Production, Hoboken, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: to plan, produce and pro-
mote the 2007 MusicFest at Nomahegan

PERIOD: September 15, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$198,800.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1198
AWARDED TO: Welco-CGI Gas Tech-

nologies, Pine Brook, New Jersey.
SERVICE: for the purchase of portable

oxygen and supplies for the patients/resi-
dents Runnells Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount of $48,000.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
planning board meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on December 11,
2006, the Board adopted the Preliminary
and Final Major Subdivision Resolution
for Vincent Wilt, 2343 Mountain Avenue,
Block 3906, Lot 13 for one lot into five
conforming lots.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for inspection during business hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 12/21/06, The Times Fee: $14.79

CONDO FOR SALE

Scotch Plains-Beautiful 1 bedroom,
new bathroom, new appliances,
1st floor, parking, desirable
location, walking to all. Must see!
No brokers $254,900. Call
(908) 322-2715 or (917) 742-8235

ACCOUNTANT

Westfield CPA Firm seeks accoun-
tant w/minimum 3 years exp. in
small business public accounting.
Excellent opportunity for detail ori-
ented individual who is organized,
dependable and capable in han-
dling clients independently. Lacerte
& Quickbooks a plus. Full/Part time,
flexible hours. Welcome working
moms. Email resume, salary req.
and brief bio to:

Parness & Parness, PC
answerperson@aol.com
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Sally Bauer Doerr
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

– Obituaries –

John Oehler, 75
John Oehler, 75, of Westfield died

on Monday, December 11, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Elizabeth, he resided in
Roselle before moving to Westfield
50 years ago.

Mr. Oehler had been employed with
Edison Mold as a toolmaker for 30
years, retiring in 1996.

He was a Boy Scout leader for sev-
eral years, a lifetime member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and a mem-
ber of the Military Order of the Cootie.

A United States Army veteran, he
served with the occupation forces in
Europe following World War II.

His wife, Maryellen Oehler, prede-
ceased him.

Surviving are three sons, John
Oehler, Bill Oehler and Bob Oehler,
and five grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, December 16, at the Roselle
United Methodist Church in Roselle.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Patriots’ Path Council of Boy
Scouts of America, 222 Columbia
Turnpike, Florham Park, N.J. 07932.

December 21, 2006

Rose M. Andersen, 76
Rose M. Carlino Andersen, 76, of

Garwood died on Wednesday, De-
cember 13, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born and raised in Newark, she re-
sided in Garwood from 1956 to 1965
and in Westfield from 1965 to 1997,
when she moved back to Garwood.

Mrs. Andersen had been employed
as the counter clerk at the Westwood
Cleaners in Westfield from 1986 to
1996.

Her husband, Ernest Andersen, pre-
deceased her in 1999.

Surviving are two daughters,
Annamarie Dreyer and Laurie Ann
Green; a son, Ernest Andersen, II;
three brothers, Frank Carlino, John
Carlino and Anthony Carlino; a sis-
ter, Lucille DelGuercio, and five
grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, December 16, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial followed at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

December 21, 2006

George Sonntag, Jr., 85, Navy Veteran;
Was Mechanical Engineer and Coach

George W. Sonntag, Jr., 85, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5, at his residence.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Union before moving to Westfield in
1966.

A mechanical engineer for 50 years,
Mr. Sonntag had owned Acme Piping
Co. in Linden and later worked for
Karabinchak Brothers in Edison.

He graduated from Montana State
College in Bozeman, Mont. with a
degree in mechanical engineering.

Mr. Sonntag was a United States
Navy veteran of World War II, serv-
ing in the South Pacific with the
Seabees.

He was a member of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Magicians and
the National Association of Watch
and Clock Collectors, Inc. Mr.
Sonntag also coached Westfield Little
League and was an avid fisherman.

Surviving are his wife of 45 years,
Joan Hoos Sonntag; a son, George W.
Sonntag, III of Linden; a daughter,
Susan S. Weiss and her husband,
Matthew, of Union, and three sisters.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
December 9, at the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

December 21, 2006

Johanna Kennedy, 91, Served In War;
Had Been Chief Public Health Nurse
Johanna Ernst Kennedy, 91, of

Montague, formerly of Westfield,
died on Monday, December 11, in
Milford, Pa.

Born on April 12, 1915 in Burgdorf,
Germany, she graduated from
Wyckoff Heights Hospital School of
Nursing in Brooklyn, N.Y. in 1935.

She received her Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Public Health Nursing
from New York University and her
Master of Arts degree in Nursing
Administration from Columbia Uni-
versity.

Mrs. Kennedy began her career in
Warwick, N.Y. as a county nurse who
cared for migrant workers and their
families in Pine Island, N.Y. During
World War II, she joined the United
States Army Nurse Corps and served
in the 39th General Hospital in the
South Pacific and Asiatic Theatres.

After World War II, she continued
her career in nursing, retiring as Chief
Public Health Nurse for the New Jer-
sey State Health Department. She
served as a home health care consult-
ant to the Department of Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare at the start of
Medicare and was a co-founder of
the Home Health Assembly of New

Jersey. After retirement, she remained
very active in volunteer associations.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of over 50 years, Donald R.
Kennedy, and by two stepbrothers,
Bruce Austin and Eugene Austin.

Surviving are her cousins Regina
Quinn of Montague and Cynthia Hoff
of Parlin and their families; her
nephew, Douglas Austin of Tuxedo
Park, N.Y. and his family; her cousin
Werner Straub of Colleyville, Tex.
and his family, and her cousins Werner
and Wilhelm Reinecke in Germany
and their families.

Cremation and services were pri-
vate. Funeral arrangements were by
the Gray-Parker Funeral Home of
Port Jervis, N.Y. For information or
to send a condolence note to the
family, please visit
www.grayparkerfuneralhome.com.

Memorial donations may be made
to The Animal Care Fund, Inc., Ani-
mal Care Sanctuary, P.O. Box A, East
Smithfield, Pa. 18817 or to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, P.O.
Box 50, Memphis, Tenn. 38101.

December 21, 2006

Shirley Wheeler, Had Been Secretary;
Enjoyed Travel, Camping and Cooking
Shirley McDowell Wheeler of

Scotch Plains died on Wednesday,
December 13, at Overlook Hospital
in Summit.

Born in Altoona, Pa., she had lived
in Roselle and Westfield before mov-
ing to Scotch Plains 46 years ago.
She was a graduate of Abraham Clark
High School in Roselle.

Prior to retiring, Mrs. Wheeler had
been a secretary with Norris
Chevrolet in Westfield and also had
worked for McDonald’s in Scotch
Plains.

She loved traveling, owls, RV
camping and baking and cooking.

Mrs. Wheeler was a member of
the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, Susan Ann and Ernest Lynn
McDowell, and by her husband, Wil-
liam C. Wheeler.

She was the loving mother of Wil-

liam R. Wheeler (Joan) of Jackson,
Susan M. McBride (William K.
McBride, Jr.) of Lawrenceville,
Steven D. Wheeler (Betty) of Scotch
Plains and James A. Wheeler (Leslie)
of Chesapeake, Va. and the loving
sister of Robert L. McDowell (Janet)
of Lake Owassa.

She also will be deeply missed by
her grandchildren, William F.
Wheeler, Christopher D. Wheeler,
William K. McBride, III, Judy M.
Wheeler, James A. Wheeler, Jr.,
Katherine K. Wheeler and Michael
C. Wheeler.

A funeral service was held on Mon-
day, December 18, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield. In-
terment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

December 21, 2006

Robert Heckman, 83, Worked 43 Years
For Dept. of Banking and Insurance

Robert R. Heckman, 83, of Au-
gusta died on Sunday, December 17,
at his home.

Born in Tusseyville, Pa., he had
lived in Westfield for 52 years before
recently moving to Augusta.

Mr. Heckman had been employed
for 43 years with the Department of
Banking and Insurance for the State
of New Jersey as a Special Deputy
Commissioner of Insurance. He re-
tired in 1990.

Active with the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, he was a deacon, usher,
financial secretary and a member of
the bowling team. He also was a mem-
ber of the ROMEOS.

Mr. Heckman was a United States
Army Air Corps veteran and a first

lieutenant in World War II.
His first wife, Ruth Heckman, pre-

deceased him.
Surviving are his wife, Elvera

Christopher Heckman; a son, Jim
Heckman; a daughter, Lori
Kimmelman; a stepson, Rick Chris-
topher; two stepdaughters, Linda
Christopher and Andrea Torczon; a
brother, Bill Heckman; two sisters,
Peg Sherman and Eleanor Mooney;
four grandchildren and eight step-
grandchildren.

Visitation will take place today,
Thursday, December 21, from 7 to 9
p.m. and tomorrow, Friday, Decem-
ber 22, from 11 a.m. to noon at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Interment will be
private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion.

December 21, 2006

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following purchase Three
(3) Zero Turn Mower: equipped with a
35hp liquid cooled Kubota industrial
diesel engine, hydraulic pto through
transaxle with drive shaft to deck (no
electric clutch), twin lever (no belt) hy-
drostatic drive, hour meter, high back
deluxe cushion seat, disc style parking
brake, dual 6 gal fuel tank, 23 x 10.50 x
12 drive tires, 72 inch Super Flow side
discharge mower deck with hydraulic
lift, striping kit and a two year warranty
inclusive of parts, labor and transpor-
tation.

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk)
until December 27, 2006 11:00pm. The
Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter
“Township”) shall not be responsible for
any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be pre-
sented in sealed envelopes which are
clearly marked b ”Zero Turn Mower”,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076". No bid will be received
after the time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within sixty (60) days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any Bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between Bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the Bid Package. Specifications and bid
forms may be obtained from the Office of
Recreation, Municipal Building, Township
of Scotch Plains, between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed Bid Package must
accompany the bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the Bidder shall
execute said Contract. The Bid Security
shall be in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the total amount of the bid or
TwentyThousand Dollars ($20,000.00),
whichever is lower.

All bid Security, except the Bid Security
of the three (3) apparent lowest respon-
sible Bidders shall, if requested in writing,
be returned after ten (10) days from the
opening of the bids (Sundays and holiday
excepted) and the bids of such Bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, all in accordance with the
New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law
N.J.S.A. 40A:111 et seq. In the event of
an equal or tie bid, the Township shall
award the bid in accordance with state
statutes.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.

The selected Bidder, will, within seven
(7) days of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contact with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimi-
nation in Connection with Certain Public
Contracts and Supplementing the ‘Law
Against Discrimination’ approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)”, N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Thomas Atkins
Municipal Manager

1 T - 12/21/06, The Times Fee: $84.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-9212-06
FILE NO. 9506-06

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ROENA PATRICIA JONES;
JOANN MARIE (TERRES)
JONES; CAROLINE JONES;
ROBERT OVERBY; GEN-
ERAL ACCIDENT GROUP;
IRWIN BARNETT T/A WORLD
WIDE DISTRIBUTORS;
CONRAD A. DEFILLIPPIS
M.D.;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which MOORING TAX ASSET is the plain-
tiff and CARL L. JONES, et als. are defen-
dants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-9212-
06 within thirty-five (35) days after 12/21/
06 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the  Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate(s): 1. A certain tax certifi-
cate 91341, recorded on 3/3/1998, made
by JAMES P. ALLEN, Collector of Taxes
of PLAINFIELD, and State of New Jersey
to CITY OF PLAINFIELD and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, MOORING TAX AS-
SET. This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 1 BLOCK
321 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD and concerns premises com-
monly known as 83 SANDFORD AVENUE,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, ROENA PATRICIA JONES,  are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, JOANN MARIE (TERRES)

JONES, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because on  May
17, 1990 a judgment was entered in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Gloucester
County, by Joann Marie (Terres) Jones
against Karl Lee Jones disclosing a debt in
the amount of $6,590.81, with costs.  Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No. J-
054192-1990. Said judgment is subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, CAROLINE JONES, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on March 20, 1991 a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Caroline Jones against Carl Jones dis-
closing a debt. Said judgment was entered
as Judgment No. J-031077-1991,
CS80522983A. Said judgment is subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, ROBERT OVERBY, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on  February 18, 1992 a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Essex County, by Robert
Overby against Carol L. Jones disclosing
a debt in the amount of $5,324.15, with
costs. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. J-019102-1992. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on May 27,
1986 a judgment was entered in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Union County, by
General Accident Group against Barbara
Jones disclosing a debt in the amount of
$685.69, with costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. DJ-026309-
1986. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, IRWIN BARNETT T/A WORLD
WIDE DISTRIBUTORS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on August 2, 1990 a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Union County, by Irwin Barnett t/a
World Wide Distributors against Carl Jones
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$2,181.93, with costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. DJ-081083-
1990. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, CONRAD A. DEFILLIPPIS M.D.,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on August 31,
1990 a judgment was entered in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Union County, by
Conrad A. Defillippis M. D. against Carl
Jones disclosing a debt in the amount of
$2,100.00, with costs.  Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. DJ-091791-
1990. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  November 6, 2006

Theodore J. Fetter, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $117.30

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield

Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its December 11, 2006 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Novem-
ber 13, 2006 meeting:

David Martone, 710 South Avenue
West, Applicant seeks to use the existing
structure as a cooking school (educational
use – not permitted) with a small portion to
be used for retail purposes (permitted use)
contrary to the requirements of Section
11.28A of the Land Use Ordinance that
does not allow educational uses. In addi-
tion applicant is seeking site plan approval
to construct a first floor addition of approxi-
mately 108 square feet to the rear of the
existing building, to rebuild the existing
enclosed porch, to add 35 square foot
portico to the front of the building; to con-
struct a handicap ramp to the rear of the
building; to add pavement to the rear area
of the existing paved parking area, ap-
proximately 5 feet by 35 feet to allow for an
enlarged turn around area for motor ve-
hicles. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Alun & Kristin Williams, 740 Stevens
Avenue, Seeking permission to remove
an existing metal three season room &
construct an addition contrary to the re-
quirements of Section 11.07E.7 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application ap-
proved as submitted.

Mary & Damon Roth, 265 South
Scotch Plains Avenue, Seeking permis-
sion to construct a two story addition to the
rear of the existing residence contrary to
the requirements of Section 11.09E.6 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved as revised.

Violetta Pesenson, 10 Rutgers Court,
Seeking permission to construct a two
story addition contrary to Section 11.06E6
and 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application denied.

Michael A. & Diane Naughton, 643
Forest Avenue, Seeking permission to
install two air conditioning units on the side
of the house contrary to the requirements
of Section 13.02H6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved as sub-
mitted.

Paul Citrin, 37 Woodbrook Circle,
Seeking permission to construct a front
porch addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved as
submitted.

Shimon Samolovitz, 761 Central Av-
enue, Seeking permission to have two
signs, one wall sign and one window sign
contrary to Sections 16.04E1 and
16.04E1d of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved with conditions.

Robert Lerner & Stephanie Kay, 6
Thomas Court, Seeking permission to
construct a one story addition to the rear of
the existing structure and a two story addi-
tion to the right of the existing structure
contrary to Section 11.06E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved
as submitted.

Steve & Michele Mannino, 40
Barchester Way, Applicant proposes to
add a second floor over existing first floor
and proposes alterations to the first floor.
Applicant also proposes to enlarge the
front portico. Applicant is seeking vari-
ances from sections 11.06E7 and 12.03C,
D, and E of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved with conditions.

Douglas Brownstone, 418 Sanford
Avenue, Applicant proposes to erect a
single story addition and deck to the rear of
their home. Applicant is seeking variances
from Sections 11.07E7, and 13.02C2 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved as submitted.

Kim Canavan, 210 N. Chestnut Street,
Applicant proposes to construct a second
floor addition. Applicant is seeking vari-
ances from sections 11.6E6 and 12.03B1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved as submitted.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $85.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings
Act (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975)  requires that
the Recreation Commission of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains post and maintain
posted throughout the year, a schedule of
its regular meetings,

AND WHEREAS, the Open Public Meet-
ings Act (c. 231, P.L. 1975) also requires
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains post and main-
tain posted throughout the year, the sched-
ule of caucus meetings,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, the Recre-
ation Commission of the Township of
Scotch plains, Union County, adopts the
schedule of regular and caucus meetings
listed below, pursuant to said act;

2007 REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE
RECREATION COMMISSION

8:00 P.M. SCOTCH HILLS
COUNTRY CLUB

820 Jerusalem Road
Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Jan. 8 July 23
Feb. 12 August 13
March 12 Sept. 10
April 9 Oct. 15
May 14 Nov. 12
June 11 Dec. 10

2007 CAUCUS MEETINGS OF THE
RECREATION COMMISSION

7:30 P.M. ROOM 202
MUNICIPAL BUILDING

430 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Jan. 22 June 25
Feb. 26 Sept.  24
April 23 Oct. 29
Nov. 26

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT,
The Recreation Commission will prohibit
public attendance at any caucus meeting
when items enumerated in C:10:4-12 of
the Open Meetings Act (Chapter 231, P.L.
1975) are to be discussed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, a
copy of the schedule of regular and cau-
cus meetings will be posted in the offi-
cially-established bulletin board in the
Municipal Building Lobby, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

I certify that the above is a true and
exact copy of resolution adopted
by the Recreation Commission at
its regularly scheduled meeting on
December 11, 2006.

ED ZAZZALI, CHAIRMAN
Scotch Plains Recreation Commission

1 T - 12/21/06, The Times Fee: $55.59

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/14/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-1185
AWARDED TO: Union County

Paratransit System
SERVICES: Fare Policy for passengers

using Union County.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, January 4, 2006 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeal for variance(s) from the re-
quirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Daniel and Colleen Sabatino, 337 &
345 Springfield Avenue, Applicant is
seeking permission for a minor subdivi-
sion for three lots involving property on
which two single-family lots are situated. A
new dwelling will be constructed and two
existing dwellings will remain.

Existing nonconforming zoning con-
ditions to remain: (345 Springfield Av-
enue)

Section 13.011.1 - Ordinance allows an
accessory building height of 15 feet;
Present and proposed is 17.8 feet.

(337 Springfield Avenue) Proposed
Lot 10.01

Section 12.03D - Ordinance requires a
front yard setback of 33.4 feet (E.F.Y.D.);
Present and proposed is 22.58 feet.

Section 13.01D - Ordinance allows a
floor area for an accessory structure of
570 square feet; Present and proposed
795 square feet.

Section 13.01G1C - Ordinance requires
a side yard setback of 10 feet for an
accessory structure greater than 500
square feet; Present and proposed is 2.11
feet.

Section 13.011.1 - Ordinance allows an
accessory building height of 15 feet;
Present and proposed is 16.8 feet.

New variances requested: (Proposed
Lot 9.02)

Section 11.06E6 - Ordinance requires a
principal structure side yard setback of 15
feet; Proposed is 10 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Daniel Sabatino
18 Wychview Drive

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
1 T - 12/21/06, The Leader Fee: $48.96
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HELPING HANDS…Evergreen Elementary students Jamie Bush and Grace
O’Brien are “Helping Hands.” Fourth graders volunteer for one month at a time
to help out either at morning drop off or afternoon pickup. Some of their
responsibilities include holding the doors open, answering questions and guiding
students to where they need to be.

DEEGAN

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

The effort to enact property tax re-
forms in this state has come to a standstill.
One party is effectively and no doubt
gratefully out of the decision making loop
while the other meets in private session
trying to hold together a majority for any
kind of reform, misguided or not.

In fairness to the legislators in Trenton,
school financial reform is impossible be-
cause the public wants contradictory
things. We value local control and high
quality schools, so each year we come to
the polls in April and raise the amount of
property taxes we must pay. In fact, school
property taxes are the only taxes that
require direct approval of the voters.

If you attend a school budget hearing, at
least in most suburbs, people may com-
plain about property taxes but they are
passionate about providing maximum edu-
cational opportunity for their children.

Superintendents and board members are
no more heroic than legislators when faced
with parents asking for smaller class sizes,
more co-curricular activities and expanded
guidance. Indeed it is rare that we are
confronted with a request that will not
benefit students, despite the additional cost.

The larger community accepts these
budget increases because the value of
their house is a function of the quality of
the schools. Real estate agents tell pro-
spective buyers the neighborhood school
has great test scores, low class sizes and
the community is pro-education.

The governor and the legislature need
to take a step back for a moment and
reframe the problem they are trying to
solve. Voters want to lower property taxes,
not school quality. They want more state
support not less local control. There is
opportunity for real reform even among
these conflicting agenda, but the gover-
nor must recognize that solving difficult
problems is less about right answers than
helping the citizens of this state face the
contradictions of their aspirations.

The governor needs to go on the road
and confront the issue of school finance
reform both as an educator and a listener.
His road trip should include traditional
town meetings as well as electronic ones.

Most of us have little understanding of
the financial condition of this state. He
needs to become the teacher, explaining
the state’s deficit, his concerns about eq-
uity and how taxation works.

He needs to listen, not to the usual

Common Sense and
School Financial Reform

suspects in Trenton, but to the grassroots
of voters around the state. I have had the
opportunity of witnessing the grassroots
effort of our own town when proposed
school legislation that had no benefit of
previous public input was grounded to at
least a temporary halt on December 14.

Of course the governor cannot ignore
the power brokers in Trenton, but he can
serve as their teacher and listener or the
system will collapse in an atmosphere of
political paralysis.

The governor needs to talk with super-
intendents of schools, who must imple-
ment any reforms handed down from
Trenton. We don’t understand the finan-
cial problems he is facing, but we know
what it’s like to sit through an angry
meeting as we try to balance parent aspi-
rations and taxpayer concerns.

I, for one, would welcome an external
financial audit from an inspector general’s
office that could provide clear direction
on how to reduce costs. That same pro-
cess could compliment local administra-
tors who do run efficient school districts
and strengthen voter confidence.

Finally, the governor needs to talk with
boards of education about the benefits
and pitfalls of consolidation. Most plans
to consolidate fail for two reasons: fear of
losing local control and differences in
property tax wealth.

The Chathams successfully merged be-
cause parents in both communities were
convinced that their children would re-
ceive a better education in a newly merged
district. The idea of establishing a com-
mission to offer suggestions for consolida-
tion is a good one, especially if the state can
address the differences in property wealth
supporting a newly consolidated district.

The pundits have already announced
the death of property tax reform in New
Jersey. While I think this obituary is pre-
mature, the current closed legislative cau-
cuses followed by rumors and poorly
constructed bills will hasten the death of
substantive changes.

As the leader of this state, the governor
must confront us with the contradictions in
our aspirations for lower property taxes and
more spending. He must educate us about the
state’s financial condition while creating a
process that engages us in finding solutions.

William J. Foley
Superintendent of Schools

Governor’s School Can
Develop Students’ Interests

By ELENA TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Around the junior year is the time
most high school students start seri-
ously considering college. Where do
they want to go? How much are they
or their parents willing to pay? How
will they get there?

One important factor to consider
when looking at colleges is: how do
students spend their summers? Stu-
dents are able to get a summer job,
go to a camp or pre-college pro-
gram, or work on summer assign-
ments.

Some students would rather do
nothing and simply relax and enjoy
the time away from school. However,
some summer programs can help stu-
dents decide where they want to go to
college or what they want to study.

Specific programs can offer areas
of study to develop student’s inter-
ests. A very good program to get
involved with is the Governor’s
School of New Jersey.

Governor Tom Kean chartered the
first Governor’s School for Public
Issues in 1983. Since then, five more
Governors’ Schools have been cre-
ated and about 7,000 students have
participated.

Currently, there are six
Governor’s Schools: Arts at The
College of New Jersey, Engineer-
ing and Technology at Rutgers,
Environment at the Richard Stock-
ton College, International Studies
at Ramapo College, Public Issues at
Monmouth University and Sciences

at Drew University.
The preliminary application date

for the 2007 summer program has
already passed, however the second-
ary application process has begun.
For the School of the Arts, some
categories require a preliminary live
audition, and others require a second-
ary live audition. Only if the appli-
cant excels in both the preliminary
and secondary auditions can she or he
be accepted.

Any high school junior living in
New Jersey may apply, but the pro-
gram is highly selective. About 2,400
applications are received each year;
however, about 625 students partici-
pate. If a student is accepted, he or she
receives full scholarship tuition, no
matter what school it is. Each school
has a four-week program, though each
school runs at a different time during
the summer.

I am applying to Governor’s School
because I think it is a wonderful op-
portunity to further my interests.
Hopefully, just by applying to this
program, I can see if I truly am de-
voted to a subject. Even if I don’t
make it in, I can learn about my
interests. If I do make it in, I will have
the chance to study with profession-
als and great teachers in the area; this
could greatly aid me in choosing stud-
ies for college.

The above information and more
can be found at govschool.org.

Elena Tinfow is a junior at Union
County Magnet School.

School Bond Video
To Be Shown On TV36

WESTFIELD – A 12-minute video
explaining the rationale behind the
Westfield school bond proposal will
be shown on Blue Devils TV-36 from
Saturday, December 23, to Tuesday,
January 23. It will be broadcast: Tues-
days and Thursdays at 1:30, 5:30 and
7 p.m., Saturdays at 3:30 and 7:30
p.m. and Sundays at 2:45 and 5 p.m.

The video, which is available on
DVD, can be borrowed for overnight
view from the main offices in the
Westfield Public Schools, the Com-
munity Relations Office at 302 Elm
Street, or the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary. Limited copies are available, so
please call first to confirm availability.

Produced and edited by Westfield
High School TV, several students
participated in the creation of the
video, including seniors Seth
Applebaum, who edited the entire
film, and Alex Forstenhausler, who
served as narrator.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

PRIDE…Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School celebrated the Thanksgiving
season with an event hosted by special education teacher Susan Glick. All special
education faculty, from across the district, as well as all the families of Mrs. Glick’s
students, were invited to attend the traditional feast and performance. Pictured
is the transitional kindergarten class singing “Proud to Be an American.”

STEPPING BACK IN TIME…During a class trip to Williamsburg, Va., Billy
Buchbinder of Scotch Plains, a seventh grader at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Scotch Plains, joined a classmate in wearing Colonial outfits for a special fashion
show. Billy also learned about how to work on a tobacco plantation, Colonial
etiquette practices, tailoring duties and how to play the Colonial game of Trap Ball.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

READY FOR REHEARSALS…Westfield’s Washington Elementary School Prin-
cipal Andrew Perry and PTO Presidents Marie Morris and Pat Seery review final
script changes for the 59th Annual Washington School Show, Stick to the Status Quo.
The Washington School community is working on this year’s performance –
written, directed and performed by parents, teachers and staff of the school – to be
held January 26 and 27, 2007 at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield.

SUNITA MERRIMAN, D.D.S.
GENERAL AND AESTHETIC ENHANCING DENTISTRY

IMPROVING THE LIVES OF OUR PATIENTS

 
The holiday season means so much to us all. 
From the anticipation of visiting our families to the thrill of 
witnessing a child’s excitement and glee upon opening a gift 
from Santa-it all is so very special. 
No matter what part of the holidays is your favorite, we 
would all agree that this time of the year is magical because 
we share it with our loved ones. 
So when you look for the perfect gift for your family and 
friends, do not overlook the gift of good health. 
Deciding to take care of your health or encouraging a friend 
or loved one to do so is a gift that keeps on giving long after 
the holiday season is gone! 
 
Happy Holidays from our family to yours! 

S  U  N  I  T  A     M  E  R  R  I  M  A  N  ,   D .   D .   S . 
 

2 2 9   C h a r l e s   S t r e e t   ,           W e s t f i e l d ,   N e w   J e r s e y     0 7 0 9 0 

908.389.0222
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Winter Session begins Tuesday December 26, 2006

We couldn’t
keep this 

under our hat.
You Can Earn a Full
Semester of credit
in just 12 days!

•
All Classes are on the

Cranford Campus
•

For information call 908-709-7518 
– or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Terrill Announces First
Marking Period Honor Roll
SCOTCH PLAINS –Terrill Middle

School Principal Kevin Holloway
announced the honor roll designees
for the first marking period:

6th Grade High Honor Roll
Ricky Abichandani Andrea Moore
Ross Alexander Rachel Naugle
Andrew Bell Kristen Northrup
Patrick Bell Kelly O¹Leary
Jeremy Berkowitz Lucy Oliva
Julie Busch Benjamin Oster
Mehak Chawla Meredith Parker
Catalina Chesney Alexandra Peluso
Julia Chimienti Carly Prowe
Jackson Cochran-Carney Sophia Randazzo
Nasim Dariani Kevin Raszka
Taylor Diken Michael Rempter
Andrew Dill Karla Rizzi
Sari Dorn Imogen Rosenbluth
Morgan Ellman Lean Salituro
Scott Flanzman Menaka Sanghvi
Jason Fortunato Hashem Selim
Sarah Freeman Deirdre Sheridan
Julie Glover Leila Shevins
Paige Goldner Tristan Sizemore
Sarah Hensley Jeremy Sonpar
Hadley Jones Kayla Spector
Victoria Karakis Jodie Thompson
Marianne Khalil Jenny Tomasso
Jessica Klein Isabela Uribe
Kelly Lapham Justine Valdes
Caroline Leahy Alexa VanBesien
Andrew Leischner Michael Vignola
Daniel Liang Benjamin Wagner
Zachary Lisojo Andrew Wheeler
Dara Maguire Michael White
Paige Mankin Carly Whitmer
Gabrielle Mendes Lindsey Wilkinson
Julia Mendes Caitlyn Worthey
Olivia Mendes Amy Zhuang
Christine Monroy Marissa Ziering

7th Grade High Honor Roll
William Babis Melissa Keiser
Emma Budiansky Alyssa Laki
Teresa Cannone Evan Lubranski
Lindsey Cianciotta Jonathan Mahoney
Jacqueline Cirincione Bianca Marcazzo
Ryan Coughlan Casey McBride
Grant Crandall Brigid McGovern
Russell Davis Varshini Narayanan
Rosalie DePaola Emily Palmer
Madelyne Dhaliwal Madhumit Parmar
Joseph Dunn Jane Rabinovich
Lauren Eckert Richard Ricciardelli
Kori Fleischman Danielle Rosenblatt
Sara Heiden Seth Schlisserman
Brenda Ho Abigail Slaugh
Stephanie Holmes Nicholas Stawicki
Jacquelyn Isola Sara Tepper
Tamara Itzkowitz Heather Ullery
Ian Johnston Marissa Visci
Naomi Joseph Jaime Weisbrot
Priya Kamdar Sarah Ziegler

8th Grade High Honor Roll
Julia Babis Isabel Lopez
Kyle Birnbaum Jeffrey Marks
Anastasia Bogdanovsk Jason Mazursky
Timothy Bonacum Shannon McGovern
Joshua Brooks Ryann Morrison
Emily Christiansen Emily Nagourney
Madeline Dillon Swetha Narasimhan
Kyle Douglas Tyler Nguyen
Osazenoriu Ebose Jonah Offitzer
Gregory Favreau Lydia Paradiso
Christopher Gilman Alexander Parker
Amanda Ho Michael Pesin
Emily Horowitz Nicholas Petrow
Megan Huxford Niveda Ponmudi
Katharine Keane Christina Reiman
Faiz Khan Michael Rizzo
Michael Kitts Alexa Rothenberg
Ezra Klemow Avika Shah
Rebecca Kline Jessica Van Besien
Alison Koransky Andrew Vaslas
Jillian Leahy Hollis Wang
Eric Leyden Lauren Williams

Caresse Yan

6th Grade Honor Roll
Bradford Alleman Jacob Margulies
Yvonne Asante-Nkanka Maxine Marvosa
Lynn Babich Ryan McAnulty
Brynne Bartiromo Dillon McDermott
Jonathan Belfer Joshua McNamara
Alexa Bergenfield Samuel Mehorter
Jordan Bernstein Christine Miklas
Thomas Bonacum Gabriele Miller
Richard Borrero Emily Miller
Sameul Brause Jordan Milo
Jason Breit Zachary More
Marc Brody Jay Morris
Glenisha Brown Rae Andrea Moses
Anna Cannone Elyse Nadal
Tighe Chemidlin Hannah Nizri
Zachary Ciabattari Lee Ann Orenczak
Quinn Cicolello Alex Ozdamar
Nathan Clark Jesse Ozdamar
Theresa Clarke Ariana Paradiso
Andrew Coronato Steven Pedersen
JamesD’Angleo Nikell Porter
Phillip Donatelli Aidan Racaniello
Edward Ehringer Jamie Rauch
Jabari English Sasha Refinski
Jacqueline Fabricatore Haley Regan
Patrick Foti Dean Rice
Ryan Gajdzisz Amanda Rimpici
Allison Geissler Michael Rosenheck

Lonny Geller Gabrielle Sabony
Victoria Giamboi Michael Sangern
Nicholas Gianni Kristen Schiavo
Kerri Gilman Amanda Schroder
Jillian Gonzales Jonathan Schuman
Dasia Green Andrew Schwartz
Jordan Greenberg Hailee Sciara
Matthew Greenberg Michael Scordino
Emma Guidi Taylor Sebolao
Spencer Hambleton Dazu Shi
Alyssa Hartstein Andrew Sikora
Emily Ho Joshua Simon
Abigail Hoffman Michael Smith
Eryn Hopkins Molly Solomon
Conor Kelly Thomas Spera
Jacob Kennedy Michael Stein
Siobhan Kirby Colin Stripling
Lauren Koederitz Alexandra Sullivan
Joseph Kravets Nicholas Verdiramo
John Lenart Joanna Walker
Alyssa Leyden Hailey Weber
Kira Loh Nathaniel Woerner
Katherine Loi Jennifer Yingling
Thomas Magelinski Jacob Zacharia

Tal Zaksenberg

7th Grade Honor Roll
Meghan Allen Kaitlyn Majek
Michala Allen Bria Marable
Robert Amberg Mitchell Marcus
Kelly Ayers Alex Markovits
Stephanie Beauvais Kelsey Mattimore
Allison Begalman Ryan McKenna
Elijahu Ben-Michael Matthew Monroy
Paul Benovengo Siddharth Nirmal
Rohan Bhatt Daniel Nizolak
Michael Caminiti Cole Nowlin
Zachary Carow Chioma Onwuanaegbule
Patrick Cassidy Emiddio Pelosi
Emma Cavaliere Daniel Pesin
Taylor Dashiell Kaitlin Picone
Marty Davidson, II Nicholas Poulios
Samantha Diaz Benjamin Ratner
Nicholas Donatelli Miriam Reiserova
Robert Dyckman Margot Rejaud
Destinee Edwards Brandon Rodriquez
Caitlin English Valerie Rovner
Loren Franco Michael Sabony
Melina Gaglias Rula Saeed
Jillian Gardner Angela Schnatter
Joshua Getman Justin Scholar
Noelle Giacona Jennifer Schwarz
Craig Gorbunoff Avia Shadmi
Justin Haas Eli Silverstein
Paige Hammond Victor Siret
Ryan Henkels Taylor Sprague
Taylor Hoblitzell Tracy Staeudle
Evan Hodulik Daniel Stein
Alexander Hoover Michael Steinfeld
Rutvij Jani Sheila Strong
Joanathan Kerby Tyler Terens
Ezra Klein Chloe Thomas
Ian Krieger Cynthia Timko
Hanaa Lakhani Erica Tropp
Inaya Lakhani Nicole Turso
Zachary Lenoff Julia Van Etten
Jacqueline Mains Melissa Wasser

Callum Wayman

8th Grade Honor Roll
Eli Acosta Rebecca Kreyer
Betsy Appel Stefanie Kuhn
Laura Arasin Ryan Laguna
Nathaniel Bach James Leitner
Ellesse Bartosik Katie Levitt
Emily Bayard Christina Lewis
Taylor Beattie Haley Lindenberg
Emily Becker Kevin Luce
Shannon Bell Taylor Marshall
Tori Berman David McNally
Jeffrey Brody Alexandra Molinaro
Nyesha Brooks Katherine Monfredi
Nicole Buzzanca Jessica Moore
Cassie Caminiti Samuel More
Kirsten Carbone Sara Moya
Denzel Carden Daniel Napolitano
Michael Chaia Michael Napolitano
Moussa Channaoui Andrew Naugle
Rebecca Chavan Chijioke Ohamadike
Theresa Chrystal Jovan Pagan
Emily Cohen Michael Parada
Zachary Cohen Akshay Patel
Evan Cole Annahelena Pimenta
Brittany D¹Annunzio Joelle Pisauro
Lane Darwin Erica Randazzo
Blake DeJohn Zachary Rauch
Stefanie DeVizio Sean F. Reilly
Jessica DiGiacomo Andrew Ricciardi
Rebecca DiGiacomo Michelle Rogoff
Patrick Dougher Melanie Rome
Juliane Durett Julia Root
Claudia Falconieri Warren Rose
Jalynn Farmer Eve Rosenheck
Frederick Feller Lawrence Rothweiler
Caitlin Foley Anthony Scalfaro
John Foti Charles Sciara
Hayley Geller Nehal Selim
Michael Goldstein Jason Shaub
Justin Gonzales Evan Shlissel
Richard Gorski David Silk
Jesse Haack Emily Skaar
Neville Hall Peter Surace
Victoria Ingato Michael Swanek
Julia Ingram James Sweeney
Zachary Jacobs Zachary Tussel
Emma Kaplan Gabrielle Vacca
Patrick Kelly Sebastian Valdes
Will Kempner Amanda White
Eyad Khalifeh Kelly Yingling
Daniel Khazanovic Jessica Yorkovich
Evelyn Klotz Ariel Zaksenberg
Megan Koederitz Charles Zhou

Zachary Ziolkowski

MS Schools Say: ‘Yes,

There is a Santa Claus’
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE–Barba r a
Komoroski doesn’t look anything like
Mrs. Claus, but don’t tell that to the
children who attend the Josephine
and John Jacobson Child Care Center
in Elizabeth.

For nearly 15 years, the Deerfield
School guidance counselor has coor-
dinated a gift giving drive for inner-
city children ranging in age as young
as 2 ½ at the daycare center to 13
years old in the after school program,
both of which are run under the aus-
pices of the YMCA of Eastern Union
County.

Many of the children lack the basic
necessities of life; none will wake up
Christmas morning to find gobs of
presents under a well-trimmed tree.
Mrs. Komoroski told The Westfield
Leader and Scotch Plains Fanwood
Times, “These are children who come
from families with little money and
lots of problems. My church does a
gift drive every year and that’s how I
got the idea to do something similar
at Deerfield.”

A native of Newark, Mrs.
Komoroski began her career in edu-
cation nearly 30 years ago teaching
fifth grade at the Abington Avenue
School, and later taught first grade in
Linden.

Young and idealistic, she set out to
save the world, earning her master’s
degree in guidance at night. A long
break at home while she raised her
own children was followed by a job in
a district quite different from the ones
she started out in.

Mrs. Komoroski said, “When I ini-
tially proposed the project to Dr.
Margaret Dolan, then principal at
Deerfield, she agreed right away. It
was an easy thing to get going and it
makes me feel wonderful to continue
the tradition.”

The Mountainside community has
a long history of helping others in
time of need. After the devastation of
Hurricane Katrina, the middle school
donated thousands of school supplies
and dollars directly to a school over-
whelmed by displaced students in
rural Louisiana.

An active and benevolent student
council is currently collecting and
distributing mittens, hats, scarves and
gloves to St. Joseph’s Social Service
Center, and Thomas DeJianne, a
former Deerfield alumnus, has just
finished collecting toiletries for home-
less families as part of his Eagle Scout
project.

Meanwhile, every December since
1992, Mrs. Komoroski has been light-
ing up classrooms with paper orna-
ments she carries in a basket. Cut out
by hand by two more Deerfield
alumni, Peggy and Elizabeth
Hennings, each ornament, which also
serves as a nametag, bears the age,
name and clothing size of a child in

need.
Mrs. Komoroski talks to all

homerooms at both the Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools about the unfor-
tunate reality of the children at the
day care facility, noting that in some
cases, the presents they receive from
the drive will be the only gifts they
will get.

Mrs. Komoroski said, “It’s diffi-
cult for our students here to under-
stand that there are people who don’t
live very far away who literally don’t
get anything at all for Christmas.

“One year, a kindergartner asked
me, ‘What about Santa? Why doesn’t
he bring them any presents?’” Quick
as an elf, Mrs. Komoroski responded,
“I told the boy that I thought some-
times the children move around a lot
and Santa can’t always find them. But
the older students always remember
me and why I come into the class-
room with the basket.”

As fast as reindeer fly, the students
(and teachers) rush to pick out the
paper ornaments; many take more
than one to shop for, relishing their
roles as secret Santas. Wishes for a
Merry Christmas and notes that say
“I hope you like my present” are
often penned by the students and
tucked inside the festively wrapped
boxes which return to the school a
week or so later.

Mrs. Komoroski then has the awe-
some task of sorting and piling up the
donations in the two schools’ media
centers. Marissa Deanna, another
Deerfield graduate, is helping Mrs.
Komoroski organize the donations,
which eventually become so volumi-
nous, that they could fill an entire
school bus.

Mrs. Komoroski said, “The people
in Mountainside are incredibly gen-
erous. There are usually three to four
presents collected for every child at
the center. We include suggestions
for both fun and practical gifts and
our goal is to give the children two of
each.”

Second graders Matthew Rice, Joey
Rosenkrantz and Isabella DiCosmo
also lent a hand this year to help Mrs.
Komoroski sort the myriad of pre-
sents collected from the Beechwood
School. Joey remarked, “I like giving
gifts to people who don’t have any
money. It just makes me feel good to
help other people.” The three elves
coincidently celebrate December
birthdays.

When the project is complete, more
than 700 presents are ready and wait-
ing to be picked up by the center for
distribution. “That’s when I take a
deep breath and let out a big sigh of
relief,” Mrs. Claus, err, Komoroski
said. The gifts are dispersed to the
parents at the center and are opened
by their children on Christmas morn-
ing.

Certainly, in Mountainside, love and
generosity and devotion still exist.

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOME THINGS GOT TO GIVE…Isabella DiCosomo, Matthew Rice and Joey
Rosenkrantz from Gail Anderson’s second grade class at Beechwood together
with Deerfield alumnus Marissa Deanna help Barbara Komoroski sort through
an abundance of presents donated by Mountainside parents and teachers for the
annual gift giving drive. The gifts will go to inner-city children who attend
childcare at the YMCA of Eastern Union County in Elizabeth.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Hillcrest, Crossroads
Announce Partnership
WESTFIELD – Union County

Educational Services Commission
announced a new partnership between
two of its local schools. Hillcrest
Academy South, an alternative high
school, has developed a service learn-
ing project with Crossroads School,
which serves pre-school and elemen-
tary age children with autism.

Students from Hillcrest visit Cross-
roads on a weekly basis to observe
educational programs and gain prac-
tical experience in skills needed to
pursue such career options as educa-
tional paraprofessional, school sec-
retary and custodian.

All students who complete the re-
quirements of this service project will
be eligible to receive credit towards
high school graduation. It is also an
opportunity for the Hillcrest students
to give back to the community in the
spirit of the holidays.

Shubanjali Arts Institution
Performs at Terrill School

SCOTCH PLAINS –Shubanjali
School of Performing Arts, a dance
institution based in Scotch Plains,
will present a program titled “Santa
‘N Shiva,” at Terrill Middle School
on Saturday, December 23, at 5:30
p.m.

This program will celebrate the
values of the holiday season bringing
together the rhythms, mythology and
traditions of the East and the West
through dance and music. More than
70 students of Shubanjali will give
Union County residents, a colorful
glimpse of India’s folk and classical
dance styles.

Students will also present a vari-
ety of themes ranging from the Har-
vest Dance, the Gypsy folklore of
India, dances on Krishna, Lord
Ganesha, Tillana and the finale num-
ber “Santa ‘N Shiva” bringing out
the Cosmic dance of Lord Shiva
(symbolizing the Universe and the
continuity of Life) and the aspira-
tions of the soul seeking happiness
manifesting as Santa expressing the
emotions of love, peace and kind-
ness.

Suba Ramesh Parmar, an dancer
and choreographer, is also Shubanjali
‘s founder and artistic director. Her
creations reflect a wide range of artis-
tic expressions ranging from tradi-
tional works to inter-cultural collabo-
rations with artists of diverse cul-
tures.

She is the recipient of many awards
including “The star of Dance” from
TamilNadu, India, and also honored
by the Union County Arts and Cul-
tural Heritage for her artistic contri-

bution to the community and children
in Union County.

She has studios in Wayne and
Scotch Plains and regularly performs
and conducts workshops at Sivananda
Yoga centers around the world help-
ing them understand the tradition and
the significance behind the postures,
creating a visual experience by weav-
ing the unlimited vocabulary of In-
dian dance into story ballets.

For more information, contact Ms.
Parmar at (908) 490-0732. Tickets
are $15 for adults and $10 for chil-
dren.

AT A CROSSROADS…Above, at the Crossroads School Store, is Rasheed M.,
one of the visiting Hillcrest students with therapist Sharon Maines and Cross-
roads student Erick F.

WYACT Second Semester
Registration to Begin Jan. 8
WESTFIELD –Westfield Young

Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT), an organization that pro-
vides professional quality perform-
ing arts classes for ages 8 to 18 years,
is holding registration for its second
semester classes on Monday, January
8, from 5 to 7 p.m. at WYACT’s class
location: 728 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield (formerly Lincoln School,
behind Kehler Stadium).

WYACT classes are designed to
prepare young performers for audi-
tions and the professional stage.
WYACT offers Beginners, Interme-
diate and Advanced Acting classes,
three levels of Musical Theatre, Be-
ginners’ Ballet, Jazz and Tap.

Instructors include Michael Raine,
WYACT’s tap teacher of three years,
who just returned from choreograph-
ing the international company of
Rent, opening in Tokyo. Classes cul-
minate in a “cabaret” performance,
with students demonstrating their
class work on stage and in front of an
audience.

This year’s cabaret will be held on
Saturday, April 28. Cynthia Meryl,
WYACT’s artistic director, believes
that, “Young performers who develop
the commitment and discipline to

learn an art form well, whether it be in
music, dance or drama, build the con-
fidence needed not only for a career
in theatre, but to face any challenge in
life.”

Second semester classes begin on
Monday, January 15, and continue
through Thursday, May 10.

Westfield Young Artists’ Coopera-
tive Theatre will mark several anni-
versaries during 2007: 15 years of
providing free summer programs to
young, aspiring talent in the form of
professional-level musical and dra-
matic productions and 10 years of
production collaboration with the
New Jersey Performing Art Center in
Newark.

In addition, it will celebrate six
years of touring these productions to
the Algonquin Arts Theatre in
Manasquan, five years of providing a
dance program to the Hillcrest North
and South Academies, and 16 years
of providing fee-based performing
arts classes in dance, drama, musical
theatre and voice.

To receive a class brochure, for
information concerning the WYACT
summer production, or to make a
tax-exempt donation, call (908) 233-
3200.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

It’s the decline of Mayan civiliza-
tion according to Mel, circa 1517.
Introduce a haunting forest inhabited
with primeval hunters. Have them
attacked by their citified counterparts.
Staple together what seems like an
endless series of chase scenes, and
please, don’t spare the rod, as well as
the knives, the whips, the spears, etc.
There you have Apocalypto.

Oh, and just to add to the intended
profundity and mystique, have the
impressive cast of mostly unknowns
speak only Yucatec. Moviegoers
who’ve forgotten most of their high
school Mayan will appreciate the
English subtitles.

Though repeatedly tripping on its
own sanctimony, this is a painstaking
bit of conjecture. There’s no denying
the attraction.

It’s big time, no-expenses-spared
filmmaking of the Cecil B. DeMille
sort, replete with sweeping panora-
mas and pretentious postulations to
match. And if the facts are obscured
in the torrent of cataclysms, well, it’s
for the greater good. Or so the auteur
would have us believe.

For all its engaging Sturm und
Drang, pageantry and brutal tension,
it comes to mind that maybe history
isn’t best served by the sort of violent
sensationalism in which Mr. Gibson
trades. Doubtless, the dialectic gets
lost somewhere in the aberrational
murk that exists between
Hollywoodization and the
filmmaker’s rather dark idea of what
makes the world go round.

Apologists for the director’s often
gratuitous piercing into the past could
very well opine that this is still pref-
erable to the cookie cutter chronicles
Tinsel Town pumped out like sau-
sages in the 1930s and 40s. The story
was always the same. Only the char-
acters and era changed.

By example, Scorsese (Gangs of
New York, 2002) and Oliver Stone
(Alexander, 2004) would agree.
Everyone’s doing it, although the se-
verity of these nouvelle truths varies.
Which actually tells us more about
our own times than the era purport-
edly under examination.

That said, what really ropes us into
the deal remains unchanged through-
out the ages. And that’s the personal-
ization of the epoch via an empathic
central character.

In this respect, Apocalypto deliv-
ers. Rudy Youngblood as Jaguar Paw,
husband, father and son of the tribe’s
wise leader (Morris Birdyellowhead),
serendipitously gifts the tale with that
special credibility only a talented
newcomer can provide.

Representative of the human spirit
we root for in all our heroes, Jaguar
Paw is the Mayan answer to the com-

Apocalypto
No Be-all End-all

mon man. As such, he is interested
first and foremost in his family’s
welfare, and then the general well
being of his group. And as a war-torn
orphan foretells early in the incur-
sion, woe to whoever causes his rise
to uncommon circumstances.

Thus, if you’ve read your Drama
#101, it comes as no surprise when a
platoon of bad guys led by Zero Wolfe
(Raoul Trujillo) invades the jungle
Eden and takes everyone captive. You
see, things aren’t going all that well
back in the capital.

Human sacrifices are needed to
appease a populace driven crazy by
crop failure. No sense in telling the
madding crowd, “Hey, but we’re re-
ally ahead in our knowledge of arith-
metic.”

Setting up the subtext to which the
camera will alternately switch, be-
fore being captured Jaguar Paw safely
ensconces his equally heroic, preg-
nant wife (Dalia Hernandez) and brave
little son in a deep pit. Think it’ll
rain?

But on with the death march,
wherein Mr. Gibson repeatedly illus-
trates man’s inhumanity to man in the
charming manner that has won him
signature fame. The agony is curi-
ously relentless. Even when they reach
their cosmopolitan destination, where
it’s thought some comparative soci-
ology might at least give us a brief
respite, alas the worst is yet to come.

Oh sure, there are pyramids a plenty.
Unfortunately, they’re being used to
roll heads down to a merciless mob.
Let’s hear it for culture.

Seeing man’s little head start on the
French Revolution, Jaguar Paw sig-
nals his remaining buddies with a
‘Let’s get out of here’ look. Shame-
lessly on cue, Mother Nature helps
with a superstition-feeding phenom-
enon, just like she has in any number
of Tarzan movies. Our man hightails
it for the woods, his captors in angry
pursuit.

It’s the chase, part two, with Mr.
Paw luring the competition back to
his home court. Here, he can even
fashion a poison dart gun from local
resources. Cool!

Of course, by now, the amount of
blood that’s seeped into the earth
should have alleviated any drought.
No matter, we’re too pooped to tell.
So, aside from a majestic deus ex
machina appearing in just the nick of
time, it’s just more pain and suffering
until, at long last, Apocalypto’s his-
tory through torture runs out of red
dye #3.

* * * *
Apocalypto, rated R, is a Walt

Disney Pictures release directed by
Mel Gibson and stars Rudy
Youngblood, Dalia Hernandez and
Raoul Trujillo. Running time: 139
minutes

Town Book Store Begins
New Chapter in Westfield

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The coming New
Year will bring positive changes to
one of Westfield’s oldest and most
beloved business: The Town Book
Store.

After 72 years at its original loca-
tion at 255 East Broad Street, The
Town Book Store will be moving
across the street to 270 East Broad
Street, and into the building that
housed the town’s first library.

A new location isn’t the only change
for The Town
Book Store. With
the move comes
new ownership.
Anne Woodward
Laird, a lifelong
Westfield resident
and a Town Book
Store employee
for six years, has
purchased the
business from
Grace Roth. In do-
ing so, Mrs. Laird
becomes the sixth
owner in the
store’s history.

This new chapter in The Town Book
Store’s life begins on January 6, 2007.
Until then, The Town Book Store will
be fully operational at its present lo-
cation and ready to assist customers,
both new and established, with all of
their holiday shopping needs.

One of the most interesting aspects
of The Town Book Store’s relocation
is that its new site was once a
“Carnegie Library,” one of the almost
3,000 libraries worldwide, whose start
up funding was donated by business
tycoon Andrew Carnegie between the
years 1881 and 1917.

Westfield’s library was built in
1906. The Town Book Store will be in
a 1970s addition, sharing space with
Betty Gallagher Antiques and Felice
Dress Shop.

“The building is a beautiful spot
that is very appropriate for a book
store,” explained Mrs. Laird, who
credits Felice Cohen for making the
relocation to 270 East Broad Street
possible.

“Her husband was very encourag-
ing of small businesses,” Mrs. Laird
said.

“It is a wonderful site and highly
appropriate for Westfield to have the
store in this structure,” commented
Westfield resident and historian Bar-
bara Burton, who recently completed

extensive research on New Jersey’s
Carnegie libraries.

“We believe Westfield needs a book
store,” said Mrs. Roth, who owned
The Town Book Store for 10 years.
She added that it is inconceivable that
a community as cultured as Westfield
should be without one.

Most Town Book Store customers
echo her sentiment. “I was so happy
to hear that the store would live on.
Personally, I consider it a measure of
the intellectual life of a town if it can
support a bookstore and I would be

crushed to think
that Westfield
couldn’t,” one
longtime customer
recently told Mrs.
Laird.

While the new
Town Book Store
will boast a new
look – for example,
there will be
leather seating for
browsers and a
reading table for
children – the con-
venience and per-

sonal attention of a down town book
store will multiply.

Mrs. Laird plans to install a new
computer system that will provide
instant information about any book,
and whether or not it is in stock.

“We plan to continue the same in-
dividualized service that sets us apart,
like special orders, most of which can
be filled within a day or two, free used
and out-of-print book searches, dis-
counts for book clubs, gift wrapping
and shipping, and author signings
that have been a mainstay of the store
for years,” says Mrs. Laird.

“Although The Town Book Store is
going through many changes, offer-
ing recommendations and personally
assisting customers in finding just
what they are looking for will remain
our top priority,” continued Mrs.
Laird.

Transfer of inventory to the new
location will begin shortly after
Christmas and will be completed in
time for the January 6, 2007 grand
opening. To celebrate the store’s new
location, a number of special events,
including prize raffles, are being
planned.

For store hours, directions or to
check availability of any book title,
contact The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 or visit their website at
townbookstore.com.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader /Times
BOOK IT... After 72 years at its origi-
nal location, The Town Book Store will
move across the street to 270 East Broad
Street, and into the building that housed
the town’s first library.

The Holidays, Naturally
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By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There’s nothing quite like having the
scent of fragrantly fresh evergreen and
holiday florals gently wafting through
your home this time of year. There’s
also nothing quite like repeatedly find-
ing dry needles and petals shed all over
the mantel, the table, the floor, the dog…

And while you can’t completely
eliminate the wilting and/or drying-
out process that may plague your natu-
ral decorations, you can learn the best
way to care for these items to keep it to
a minimum. Knowing what the plants’
needs are and their typical life spans
may also help you time your purchases
so that everything is looking its best on
the actual holiday itself or for any
entertaining you might have planned.

According to Concetta Capone,
owner of McEwen Flowers and Gifts
in Westfield, the temperature inside
your house can greatly affect how
well holiday plants thrive.

She said poinsettias, for example,
don’t do well when the indoor cli-
mate fluctuates between extremes of
warm and cool temperatures daily.

Ken Einhorn, owner of Einhorn’s
Florist in Scotch Plains, said tempera-
tures between 65 and 70 degrees during
the day are ideal, with only a slightly
cooler 60 to 65 degrees at night.

“Cooler nighttime temperatures
help delay bud drop and maintain the
bright color of the flower,” he said.
He added that they should be kept
away from drafty doors.

Ms. Capone also cautioned that
while poinsettias like bright light, they
should avoid “baking” in the sun.

Both florists emphasized keeping
the soil evenly moist. Ms. Capone
said they don’t do well with dry soil,
but they won’t thrive if it’s a mud-
like consistency either.

Mr. Einhorn recommended watering
only when the soil surface feels dry to
the touch to avoid making it too soggy.

Regarding fresh evergreens, there
are many different varieties avail-
able. And while each has its own
characteristics, the care involved is
pretty much universally the same.

If it’s a bold scent you’re seeking,
Ms. Capone said balsam tops the list.
However, it doesn’t last as long as
some of its less fragrant counter-
parts. She suggested cedar as com-
parable and longer lasting.

Visually, she described the cedar
as being flat, white pine providing a
fluffier look, noble fir for a gray-

green color, and desert juniper as
having its own blue-gray berries.

Mr. Einhorn suggested, “Port
Orford Cedar is a really nice dark
emerald green, almost like arborvi-
taes, and is really fragrant.”

He said a lot of people don’t like the
smell of juniper because it’s very strong.

Ms. Capone described it as similar to
eucalyptus fragrance in that people usu-
ally end up either loving it or hating it.

According to Mr. Einhorn, it can
be difficult to predict how long cut
evergreens will last.

“Most of the greens come from
Oregon,” he said. “But even our
wholesalers have no idea when they
were cut and processed by the farms
out there. So some may just dry
slowly and not shed, and others can
shed by the end of the first week.”

For extended life, he suggested
placing sprigs in “Oasis” floral foam
that can be watered. This works es-
pecially well for centerpieces or
mantel arrangements.

His other solution was to plan to
replace evergreen swags or banister
garlands that were displayed early in
the holiday season with another fresh
batch in mid-December.

“A typical cedar mixed garland is
only about $1.50 a yard,” he said,
citing that it’s pretty economical to
change them as needed.

Keeping indoor temperatures on
the cooler side can also help slow the
drying and shedding process.

Ms. Capone reported that holly
probably has the shortest life span
once indoors. She recommended pur-
chasing it only a few days before
Christmas or your holiday event.

For tabletop and mini-Christmas
trees, Mr. Einhorn said boxwoods
work well and last a very long time.

“Plus they can be decorated and lit
up,” he said. “You can stick them in
your sink to water them, and most
people end up having to throw them
away before they die.”

He also adds roses, Gerber daises,
amaryllis, and tulips imported from
Holland to his holiday arrangements.
He recommends replacing cut flow-
ers like these every 10 to 12 days.

Ms. Capone additionally suggested
flowering cyclamen plants, which are
long lasting and available in shades of
red, white, and pink at holiday time.

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.
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Tis The Season

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tis the season for cold and shopping,
along with presents, crowds and decora-
tions. Though the weather may be bone
chilling, our hearts are filled with warmth,
as we feel more charitable and prone to
giving and displaying our generosity in
many ways.

Whether it be a small donation at the
checkout counter of the supermarket or
volunteering to gift wrap, most of us feel
more gratitude at this time of the year.
Our spirits are lifted and our hearts and
wallets are open as we joyously buy gifts
for all those on our gift lists while not
forgetting those less fortunate.

It is a fun time of the year for children
and adults alike. Downtown Westfield
gets into the spirit with seasonal decora-
tions adorning the lampposts and the shop
windows.

This Saturday, between 2 and 5 p.m.,
enjoy the music of The Watson Highland-
ers Bagpipe Band as they perform through-
out town. Every evening during the eight
nights of Chanukah, Temple Emanu-El
lights the menorah on its front lawn at
5:45 p.m.

Who doesn’t look forward to the gift
giving, the celebrations, the vacations
and, of course, the wonderful parties?
From office parties to holiday cocktail
parties to family dinners, this is the time
of the year for gala get-togethers, so party
hardy with these appetizers and cocktails.

Coconut Chicken
Skewers

INGREDIENTS

4 boneless skinless chicken breasts (cut length-
wise into strips)
½ cup honey
½ cup orange juice
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 tablespoon ginger powder
3 tablespoons soy sauce
1 cup shredded coconut
10 wooden skewers

PROCEDURE

In a large bowl, marinate the chicken for at
least one hour in the honey, orange juice,
garlic, ginger, soy sauce and coconut.   Toss to
coat. Thread the chicken on the skewers and
broil at 400 degrees for 10 to 12 minutes
turning once or place on barbecue at medium
heat for approximately 10 minutes or until
chicken is cooked through.  Serve warm.

Apple Parmesian
Toasts

INGREDIENTS

1 loaf narrow Italian, French or garlic bread
1 Red Delicious apple

Olive oil
Parmigiano-Reggiano cheese

PROCEDURE

Slice the bread into thin slices. Brush each slice
with olive oil.  Place a thin slice of Parmigiano-
Reggiano cheese on each slice and top with a
thin slice of apple with the peel.
Bake at 350 degrees for approximately 10
minutes or until the apple is slightly browned.

Eggplant Pancakes
INGREDIENTS

1 medium eggplant (peeled and cut into 1 inch
chunks)
2 eggs
¾ cup flour
1 medium onion
2 medium to large baking potatoes (peeled and
cut into chunks)
2 tablespoons creamy horseradish sauce
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon pepper
Vegetable oil for frying

DIP

4 tablespoons sour cream
2 tablespoons creamy horseradish sauce

PROCEDURE

In a blender or food processor, put about a third
of the eggplant and potatoes, 1 egg, half the
onion and puree.  Gradually add some of the
flour.  Add the horseradish sauce, salt and
pepper.  Continue adding all the ingredients,
including the second egg until all are used and
the mixture is thoroughly pureed. In a large
skillet, heat the vegetable oil and drop mixture
by teaspoons into the hot skillet.  Place as many
in the pan as possible and brown on each side.
Drain on paper towels and repeat until all the
batter is used.  Makes about 30 miniature
pancakes.

Champagne
Cocktail

INGREDIENTS

1 bottle Champagne
3 to 4 shots Chambord liqueur
Lime slice for decoration

PROCEDURE

Pour Champagne into four Champagne glasses.
Add ½ to ¾ of a shot of Chambord liqueur
(depending upon the size of the champagne
glass and the redness desired).  Garnish each
with a slice of lime by peeling a lime, slicing a
portion of the rind into ½ inch strips and
wrapping each strip around a straw for a few
minutes until curled.

Holiday Champagne Cocktail

Coconut Chicken Skewers

Canadian Brass Lights
Up Performing Arts Center

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Perhaps the best
thing ever to come out of Canada, the
Canadian Brass quintet has captivated
the music world for decades.

In its 36-year history, the ensemble
has wowed worldwide audiences and
shared stages with the likes of John
Williams and the Boston Pops.

On December 9, the Brass wowed
a captivated audience at the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
in Newark with their excellent Christ-
mas program, helped by the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO)
and the NJSO’s Community Chorus.

The NJSO opened the concert with
a thrilling arrangement of “Carol of
the Bells” that morphed into “We
Three Kings,” “Greensleeves,” “Si-
lent Night” and “Joy to the World”
before its rousing conclusion. As
NJPAC filled with carols, a sort of
electricity shot through the hall – this
was a rare opportunity to hear first-
rate musicians perform beloved
Christmas music.

Guest conductor Thomas Wilkins
was an immediate presence; his vig-
orous conducting style energized the
whole orchestra.

“Wow,” he turned to the audience
after the first piece of the night. “You
can just tell from those opening notes
that we’re in the season.”

The Omaha Symphony music di-
rector and Detroit Symphony resi-
dent conductor’s remarks set the stage
for Canadian Brass’ grand entrance
from the back of the hall, their sound
slowly growing as they processed up
to the stage.

Original Canadian Brass members
Eugene Watts, trombone, and Chuck
Daellenbach, tuba, acted as emcees
for the night, offering both insight and
offbeat remarks in between pieces.

Before J.S. Bach’s Fugue in G mi-
nor, Daellenbach reflected, “I think
its depicting Christmas morning.”

No stranger to Canadian Brass or the
NJSO, Wilkins conducted the two
groups’ joint performance at NJPAC
last December. “I’m actually getting
sick of these guys,” he said with a smile.

The joke was lost on no one; Wilkins
was clearly having a ball.

He was a perfect liaison between
the Canadian Brass and the orchestra;
he let the seasoned brass quintet set its
pace, and he skillfully conveyed tempo
and dynamic changes to the orchestra,
keeping all the musicians in step with
each other. His animated conducting
style sparked the NJSO, and his acute
sense of the quintet’s motion allowed
the Brass to take liberties with the
music’s direction without losing or-
chestral cohesion.

During A Farrago of British Folk
Songs, a medley arranged by Robert
Farnon, each ensemble’s skill fueled
the other. Canadian Brass’ Bernhard
Scully delivered an exquisite French
horn solo on “O Danny Boy,” and a
grandiose full orchestra climax an-
swered him, a wash of strings carry-
ing the emotional torch. Later in the
piece, a lively solo from the NJSO
concertmaster ushered in a stately
segment of the work.

Trumpet players Josef Burgstaller
and Jeroen Berwaerts were excellent;
Burgstaller’s turns on the piccolo
trumpet were most impressive.

The best moment of the concert
was “White Christmas.”

“I know it’s a little early in the
evening for singing,” Watts told the
audience, “but close your eyes and
imagine Christmas, and just sing the
song to yourself.”

The effect was actually chill induc-
ing; a packed house murmured the
“White Christmas” melody, and a
hushed whisper filled the hall, float-
ing over the delicate instrumental ar-
rangement.

For the first half of the program’s
closer, Daellenbach asked Wilkins to
step down from the podium and pro-
vide the sleigh bells for “Frosty the

Snowman.”
“We had a deal – bells or tuba – but

he got to the tuba first,” Wilkins joked
as he took the bells and then called on
the oboist for a concert ‘A’ pitch to
“tune” the bells.

Music nerds might have called that
moment the cleverest gag of the night,
but Daellenbach quickly provided ad-
ditional comedic fodder. As the Brass
played the popular “Frosty” tune, he
began to “melt,” sinking lower and
lower until he was curled up in a fetal
position, playing his instrument (flaw-
lessly, one might add) as his band
mates chanted, “This is it, Frosty!”

Ensuing cheers prompted a curtain
call from the Brass before intermission.

The NJSO opened the second half
of the program alone, gliding through
an expansive arrangement of “Sleigh
Ride.” Musicians of this caliber could
snooze their way through Christmas
tunes, but they infused wonderful spirit
into the music, no doubt coming off of
Wilkins’ infectious delight. As the first-
chair trumpet whinnied like a horse, it
was impossible not to feel how much
fun the musicians were having.

The Community Chorus joined the
two instrumental ensembles on stage,
beginning their portion of the set with
“Do You Hear What I Hear?” The
sound balance was at times regret-
table; the full orchestra overpowered
the singers during piano passages.
But soaring female lines buoyed the
vocal melody, and the final cadence
was lush and powerful.

Introducing what would become
the set’s centerpiece, Dallenbach
spoke of criticism the group has re-
ceived for “subliminal advertising”
within “The 12 Days of Christmas.”

“We disagree,” he told the audi-
ence. “If there was any advertising,
we wish it were a bit more obvious.”

A minute later, the musicians had
the entire audience laughing as the
choir sang, “On the first day of Christ-
mas my true love gave to me some
brass music on a CD.”

For every subsequent day of Christ-
mas, the choir sang about what “the
CD played for me,” and the Brass
would play an interlude of that piece.
In the 11 days, the musicians covered
everything from J.S. Bach to Purcell
to “Rossini’s famous tune” to “heroic
tunes by Wagner” to Gershwin, with
delightful musical snippets punctuat-
ing the choir’s a cappella story.

The choir’s phrases were not always
crisp as they enumerated all the differ-
ent pieces that the CD played each day;
the foreign lyrics at times seemed cum-
bersome for the singers. Nonetheless,
the ambitious reinvention of the Christ-
mas song was highly entertaining.

“I don’t know if the program tells
you that you’re supposed to sing with
us,” Watts said before the Brass per-
formed their famous rendition of “The
Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s
Messiah. “We would have told you to
practice first.”

But it would have been difficult for
any audience members wishing to take
the trombonist up on the singing chal-
lenge – the impact of the Canadian
Brass, full orchestra and choir was
tremendous. Again, the choir was a bit
muffled at times, so one had to strain to
hear the intricate vocal lines. But the
power of the piece’s finale is undeni-
able, and once the choir began singing
at full volume, the effect was amazing.

Adding to the ambiance, Pruden-
tial Hall looked beautiful – lighted
Christmas trees, wreaths, poinsettias
and garlands adorned the sides and
back of the stage, and light beams
cast snowflakes onto the stage walls.

“I want to congratulate all of you in
the audience,” Wilkins said. “Out of
all the things you could be doing right
now, you thought, ‘I’m going to let
my New Jersey Symphony wash us
with sound.’”

No one in the audience could have
regretted their choice – the Canadian
Brass, supported by the NJSO, washed
everyone in Christmas spirit.

HAPPY FEET…WYACT musical theatre students dance in class. From left to right
are: Ellie Tanji, Jeremy Busch, Katy Cockrell, Sarah Beese, Olivia Kenwell and Jennifer
Kujawski. George Francois accompanies them on the piano. See pg. 22 for release.

MAESTRO...Thomas Wilkins, music director of the Omaha Symphony and resi-
dent conductor of the Detroit Symphony, conducted the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra as the ensemble supported Canadian Brass at NJPAC on December 9.
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Visual Arts Center Introduces
‘Black Canvas’ Fundraising Event

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HIGHEST BIDDER…During the ‘Blank Canvas’ auction in the Center for Visual Art of New Jersey’s Main Gallery, a
bidding war took place, as the prices of individual works of art escalated into the ‘Thou$ands.’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ) in Summit
recently featured a new fundraising
format for its annual “For Art’s Sake”
Benefit. This year the Center held a
“Blank Canvas Event.”

Artists involved with VACNJ in
some way over the years were invited
to create a piece of art on a blank 12”
X 12” piece of canvas. One hundred
artists donated either an original work
on the canvas, or a work that met the
canvas size specifications.

“We reached out to the artists we
have been associated with and asked
them to create art for us on a blank
canvas,” explained Mari D’Alessandro,
VACNJ’s Exhibitions Coordinator, who
also assisted with the “Blank Canvas
Event” art selection.

“The artists ranged from unknown
to those represented by famous gal-
leries,” she continued, adding that
many of the contributing artists told
her that they liked being confined to
a 12” X 12” canvas.

“It gave the artists tight param-
eters, yet allowed them to go wild
within them,” said Ms. D’Alessandro.

The artwork represented a variety
of mediums, from traditional water-
color, pastel, and oil to collage, fab-
rics and prints. One artist contributed
a hand made necklace.

The canvases, which were exhib-
ited in VACNJ’s newly renovated
Palmer Gallery, were sold at a silent
auction on December 2. Each canvas
opened with a minimum bid of $150,
with bids raised in increments of $50.

In addition, a live auction of a few
specially selected canvases was held.

“All the art sold, either at the ‘Blank
Canvas Event,’ or a few days later,”
reported Ms. D’Alessandro.

Art Center Trustees Estelle Fournier
and Catie Totman co-chaired The
“Blank Canvas Event,” which fea-
tured Honorary Chairperson Patricia
Bell and Guest Curator Ann Schaffer.

“It is important to celebrate the artists
and the artistic in all of us. It is a privilege
to chair such an evening,” said Ms. Bell.

One hour prior to the official open-
ing of the event, Ms. Schaeffer guided
attendees of a special V.I. P. reception
on a preview tour of the canvases.

“Each work speaks differently to

every viewer, a silent language com-
municating intimate secrets that range
from humorous to somber, from
simple to complex,” she said.

According to Ms. D’Alessandro,
the proceeds of “For Art’s Sake ‘Blank
Canvas Event’” will be used to sup-
port all VACNJ programs, including
exhibits, and educational and out-
reach services.

For more information about the
VACNJ, visit artcenternj.org or call
(908) 273-9121.

New Year’s Eve Festivities
To Feature Broadway Stars
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Decem-

ber 31, at 7 p.m., the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) again presents
one of New Jersey’s most popular New
Year’s Eve musical cel-
ebrations.

This year’s perfor-
mance, The American
Songbook, stars Broad-
way veterans Marguerite
Willbanks (Beauty and
the Beast, The Secret Gar-
den), David Gagnon (Les
Mis) and New York caba-
ret artist Milla Ilieva. New
York City Opera’s lead-
ing baritone, Marcus
DeLoach, is also set to make a special
guest appearance.

The American Songbook features a
revue of American Broadway classics
and an insight into the whacky, the
tender, the comic and the tragic ele-
ments of American musical theater, all
rolled up in friendly cabaret style.

This is an event for the whole fam-
ily; a concert for adults to reminisce
to, for kids to enjoy some of the more

peculiar characters to grace
Broadway’s stage and for all to revel
in the theatrical genius of some of the
nation’s finest professional perform-

ers.
Due to sell out audi-

ences over the past five
years, the event has
moved to the 1,000-seat,
recently refurbished,
Westfield High School
auditorium, now an
acoustically modernized
hall  with the latest light-
ing and sound equip-
ment, as well as assigned
seating.

Tickets, $30 and $60, may be pur-
chased directly from the WSO by
calling (908) 232-9400 or visiting
one of the following WSO ticket out-
lets: Commerce Bank (560 North
Avenue, East); Fast Frame (111
Quimby Street); and Martin Jewelers
(12 North Avenue West, Cranford).

For further information, call (908)
232-9400, or e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org.

Dar Williams Concert Raises
Money for Keith Knost Trust

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church of Westfield, bursting with
Christmas spirit with the alter hosting
five Christmas trees, chandeliers draped
in garland and wreaths adorning the
balcony, opened its doors for a worthy
cause last Saturday night, December 16.

The Coffee with Conscience series
added a very special bonus concert
with performers Dar Williams and Jes-
sica Owen, with the proceeds going to
the Keith Knost Special Needs Trust.
Ahrre Maros, the man behind Coffee
with Conscience for the past seven
years in Westfield, added the Dar Wil-
liams concert to benefit his friend Keith.

Coffee with Conscience started in
September of 2000; Reverend Jeff
Markay of the Springfield Emanuel
United Methodist Church allowed lo-
cal talent to perform and bring local
communities together, an event that
spread to Westfield.

Usually taking place at the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield, five local charities benefit
from the 10 concerts that are included
in the series: The Community
Foodbank of New Jersey, The Names
Project of Central New Jersey, Home
First and Habitat for Humanity.

“This bonus concert is for a childhood
friend of mine that I met through youth
group at the Summit Unitarian Church,”
said Mr. Maros. “A lot of people partici-
pate in the other charities (in Coffee with
Conscience) but not as many for Keith,
so this truly is a great opportunity.”

On October 31, 2000, Mr. Knost
had a tragic car accident. En route to a
new job in Louisiana, his car suddenly
swerved across two lanes, entering
oncoming traffic. His car began to roll
for 83 feet and halted when the car met
a tree. The accident was believed to be
mechanical failure. Mr. Knost’s body
was removed from the mangled ma-
chinery wrapped around the tree.

He sustained a crushed right rib cage,
punctured and collapsed lung, broken
nose, four broken vertebrae and a par-
tially severed spinal cord, inevitably leav-
ing him paralyzed from the chest down.

Mr. Knost spent many months reha-
bilitating at the Kessler Institute for Re-
habilitation in West Orange, and he now
resides at Manor Care in Mountainside.

“He’s an incredibly artistic and
spiritual man,” Mr. Maros told The
Leader and The Times. “Brilliant is
the best word to describe him.”

The concert began a little after 8
p.m., with a brief introduction from
Ahrre followed by Amy Conner, Mr.
Knost’s sister, reading a letter from
her parents saying how grateful they
were for all in attendance and for
Ahrre’s hard work. The letter stated
that Mr. Knost was “truly a renais-
sance man” and that even with his
handicap of not being able to walk,
his outlook on life has never faltered.

Immediately following the letter
reading, Jessica Owen took the stage.
Ms. Owen was born in Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada, where she lived and
developed artistically until 2001,
when she moved to America.

When asked by The Leader/Times
to describe her genre of music, she
paused and giggled before saying,
“Well, I guess, pop-Americana folk. I
don’t really fit in a pop category and
I don’t really fit in a folk category, so
I’m somewhere in the middle.”

She has two albums out, “Human-
isms,” released in 1999, and “Ever so
Slightly Rearranged,” released in 2001.

This was Ms. Owen’s first time
performing with Dar, who she said
was “lovely,” but she has played for
Ahrre about three or four times previ-
ously, she said.

Ms. Owen’s set consisted of five
songs, the first song being one that was
not recorded, entitled “Looking for His
Eyes.” She then cracked a joke about
the title of her second album, “You
know the Counting Crows album ‘Au-
gust and Everything After’ – well, I
made it shorter than that.” The second
song, “These True Things,” was fea-
tured in a Chelsea Pier campaign.

Singing with just an acoustic guitar,
her abrasive strumming allowed the
notes to echo through the high ceilings
of the church, mixing sweetly with the
laughs from the audience through her

storytelling. “Tonight marks a huge
night for me,” said Ms. Owen, “It’s my
first time playing five-months preg-
nant, so I have to play side saddle.”

She also played “This Doesn’t
Happen Everyday,” another unre-
corded song, which was added upon
request from a fan who came to the
concert especially to hear that song,
followed by “American Highway.”

“In the spirit of the (time of)
year…I’m going to play a song that
needs no introduction,” she said be-
fore playing the familiar chords to
“The Little Drummer Boy.”

Ms. Owen’s sound lacks unique-
ness, but her perky demeanor makes
up for the at times lack of originality in
her playing and predictability of her
lyrics. There is nothing to dislike about
her; in general she was very pleasant,
but not someone to write home about.

Mr. Maros came out once more to
introduce Dar, who he said was a per-
fect fit with Coffee with Conscience.
Dar came out and began strumming
away dressed in all black with her hair
in a perky bun atop her head. After the
first chord was released an audience
member cheered and Dar said, “No,
not that one – it’s a prequel to that one,
thank you George Lucas.”

Born Dorothy Snowden Williams in
1967, she’s known for her folk-pop
style. She has eight CDs out and she has
performed with Mary Chapin Carpen-
ter, Patty Griffin, Ani DiFranco, The
Nields, Shawn Colvin, Girlyman, Joan
Baez and Catie Curtis. Dar is known for
her risky writing and outspoken de-
meanor, which was apparent in her
performance this past Saturday.

Bouncing her knees in synch with
her guitar strumming and buoyant
bun, Dar’s soulful voice and effortless
singing stirred head bobbing and feet
tapping throughout the audience
almost instantaneously.

Looking at the Christmas trees
placed on either side of her, she
cracked a joke about paganism and
said, “Welcome Jewish
people…We’ll try and include all
religions tonight and close with a
little agnostic psychotherapy.”

Her first set consisted of seven songs,
including “If I Were You,” “Calling the
Moon,” “The Hudson,” “Are You Out
There” and “The One Who Knows.”

“Are You Out There,” is a song to
teenage life, a common theme for Dar’s
songs and a crowd favorite. Prefacing
the song, Dar said, “I grew up in New
York at the height of the Reagan era. We
had McGruff the crime dog and lots of
teenage discontent. We were teenagers
saying, ‘look at Nancy Reagan, she’s
not the best spokesperson, she’s on
drugs...’ But now I’m a parent and I’m
already a fascist about the drug thing
but I was a teenager then.”

There was a 30-minute intermission
during which the audience had coffee,
cake and cookies along with the
opportunity to see some of Mr. Knost’s
artwork from a family collection while
a little-under-the-weather Dar sat
down with The Leader/Times.

When asked how her music has
been influenced, she said, “I always
liked how really beautifully produced
folk rock from the 60s was. It was
seen as a cultural force that came
back around in the 90s, so that was a
form of inspiration.”

Dar told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
came to Coffee with Conscience
because of the provocative title – “it’s
something you want to see more of and
I’m happy to be here for this cause.”

In closing, when she was asked to
describe herself, she laughed and
rubbed her face and said, “Can I plead
the fifth? Just kidding. Well, I would
say I’m a storyteller both through
music and words. I just love words.”

There is no denying it that Dar is a
talented storyteller. She’s very
opinionated and speaks her mind,
which often breaks through her anti-
materialistic, feminist exterior.

The brief stories told in between
songs allow the audience to get a
quick glimpse into her fascinating
life. Her deep voice, which wouldn’t
be classified as powerful, wonderfully
projects her beautiful lyrics. Her
music lacks the quintessential
“folkyness,” and there is nothing
mainstream pop about her.

Dar draws a vast array of fans,
which was apparent through the
diversity filling every pew and dotting
the balcony in the church.

After the 30-minute intermission and
a raffle, she came back out for her second
set, consisting of eight more songs. She
played crowd favorites like “The
Babysitter’s Here,” “You’re Aging Well,”
“Mercy of the Fallen” and “I Was a Boy.”

Halfway through her set and song
“Ocean,” one of the Christmas trees
came crashing down, nearly missing
Dar – she responded “Well, how can
I not play this song (“The Christians
and the Pagans”) now.”

Four hundred seventy three tickets
were sold, and there were an estimated
500 people in attendance.

“Ultimately, it all came together,”
Mr. Maros said. “Everyone had a
great time and no one was killed by
falling trees, so I’m happy.”

For more information about Jessica
Owen, go to jessicaowen.com; for
Dar Williams, go to darwillaims.com.
To learn more about Keith Knost and
how to help, see makingcontact.com/
keith/special_needs.html and don’t
miss the Saturday, January 20, Coffee
with Conscience concert featuring
Jonathan Byrd and Karen Mal; go to
coffeewithconscience.org for more
information.

Marcus DeLoach

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

AND COMMERCE BANK PRESENT

Sunday, December 31, 7PM

A celebration of Broadway classics featuring 
stars direct from the Broadway Stage  
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DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

AND Commerce Bank PRESENT

Dar Williams

Contagious Drama Spreads
A Little Love This Season

WESTFIELD – The Contagious
Drama Workshop (CDW) wrapped
up a semester with a series of presen-

tations and a short play at the Presby-
terian Church of Westfield.

CDW’s Creative Dramatics class
put on a play that touched on the
serious topic of homelessness. The
script was inspired by a story that
was read in class. The students
thought it would make a great play
for presentation and went on to de-
velop a script through improvisa-
tion.

As a follow up, Beth Painter and
her creative students decided to
launch a clothing drive to benefit
some of the homeless population in
Elizabeth.

The students of the CDW do not
just learn to perform, they practice
the art of being caring and empathetic
individuals. Ms Painter said, “I’m
very proud of the accomplishments
all my students have achieved this
session; they are giving so much of
themselves, through their perfor-
mance and with this clothing drive.”

This clothing drive is being done in
conjunction with the AGAPE pro-
gram sponsored by the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. Through
AGAPE (which means love), the
homeless of Elizabeth are provided
with hot meals, bagged lunches and
warm clothing. If interested in mak-
ing a donation for the AGAPE pro-
gram or becoming an on-site volun-
teer, contact Priscilla at the Presbyte-
rian Church of Westfield at (908)
233-0301, extension 24.

The Contagious Drama Workshop
will begin its winter/spring session
on January 24 Classes are for a wide
range of ages (4 through teens). For
more information and to reserve a
space, visit the CDW website at
contagiousdrama.com or contact Ms.
Painter directly at (917) 836-3740 or
contagiousdrama@yahoo.com.


