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Union County ‘At Top of List’ For
Pilot County Administrative District
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools William Foley announced
Tuesday night that Union County is
under consideration for a pilot county
administrative school district.
The bill to establish the program,
A-8/S-49, passed in the New Jersey
State Assembly Monday by a tally of
46-33-1. The bill will be up for a vote
in the State Senate today, Thursday,
December 14.
“This afternoon I received word
from the Garden State Coalition (of
Schools) that the pilot program (A-8/
S-49) to establish a county school
district had passed last night (Monday) in the Assembly,” Mr. Foley said.
“The legislation was changed in the
middle of the night during a Democratic caucus and an Assembly vote.
Union County will now be the pilot
site for a county school district.”
“We have no idea what this ulti-

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS…The
Chanukah Menorah adorns the
grounds of the North Avenue plaza.
The eight-day Festival of Lights begins
tomorrow night, Friday, December 15
when the first candle is lit.

mately means for Westfield, but that
the fact is that there was no public
discussion in our county, that the decision was largely partisan and hidden from the public view,” he stated.
Mr. Foley asked every “resident of
Westfield who cares about our schools
and our community to e-mail Governor Corzine telling him that we are
opposed to a county school system,
that we are angry about a legislative
process closed to public view and that
we are entitled to know the details of
any proposal to change school governance in our community before it is
signed into law.”
Board member Julia Walker, who
arrived from a meeting with Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. regarding the bill, confirmed that the bill would go before
the state Senate today.
If signed into law, the bill, sponsored by Assemblymen John
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex) and Robert Gordon (D-Bergen) allows the
board of chosen freeholders of an
eligible county to apply for participation in the pilot program.
“People in the statehouse who
should know are talking about this as
a real possibility,” said Lynne
Strickland, Coalition executive director, when contacted yesterday.
“Sources are saying that Union County
is at the top of the list,” she said.
Ms. Strickland said based on the
legislation, A-8/S-49, Union County
would not be eligible because it contains two or more Abbott Districts –
Elizabeth and Plainfield. She said 10
or 11 of New Jersey’s 21 counties
would be eligible under this provision.
The bill states, “Upon the establishment of the county administrative
school district, the boards of educa-

Town Board of Adjustment
Denies Cacciola Place Plan
room apartments.
Neighborhood residents attended
WESTFIELD — At its December the meeting to respond to the plan.
11 meeting, the board of adjustment Ralph Rapuano, the owner of sevrejected a plan submitted by Joe eral rental properties in the area,
Penyak, Sr. for the duplex home at said the claim that the market de121 Cacciola Place. Mr. Penyak’s plan mands three-bedroom apartments is
was to demolish the existing duplex invalid, noting that many of his prophome and conerties are twostruct a new, threebedroom dwellstory duplex with
ings and he has no
a two-car garage
vacancies. He deon the first level
scribed the proand a three-bedposed new buildroom apartment on
ing as “way out of
the second and
scale.”
third levels. The
Arlene Green,
house was to have
who lives next
been located furdoor to the propther back from the
erty, said that the
street to permit a
home has been vacar to be parked in
cant for over a
the driveway.
year, is raccoonThe property ininfested
and
volved is a non“needs to come
complying lot of
down.”
2,546 square feet,
She drew a
less than a third of
laugh from those
the 8,000 square
in
attendance
feet required. The DENIED...The board of adjustment de- when she said in
property is 25 feet nied Joe Penyak, Sr.’s plan to demolish jest, “I could take
duplex home at 121 Cacciola Place,
wide and just un- the
shown above, and construct a new a match, walk in
der 102 feet deep, three-story duplex in its place.
there, the house’d
versus a required
go boom.”
minimum width of 60 feet and 120Mary Withers, speaking as vice
foot depth.
president of the Westfield NeighborMuch of the applicant’s case was hood Council, the other next-door
based on the inability to comply with neighbor, objected to the footprint of
zoning requirements due to lot size. the house being moved away from
The benefit to the applicant would be Cacciola Place and the upstairs being
three off-street parking spaces, two enlarged. She cited that the Neigh“stacked” spaces in the garage and borhood Council uses the yard adjaanother in the driveway. He claimed cent to the proposed new home for
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
that the market demands three-bedBy WAYNE BAKER
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Ingrid Mckinley for The Westfield Leader

HANDS OFF OUR BENEFITS…A bus full of teachers left Clark to join thousands in Trenton to protest proposed changes to their benefits on December 11.
Many schools were closed throughout New Jersey this past Monday since
thousands of teachers were at the rally.

tion of the public school districts, the
board of education of any county
vocational school district and the
board of education of any county
special services school district may
continue to exist in an advisory role.”
Those boards may pass a resolution to dissolve themselves pursuant
to regulations promulgated by the
State Board of Education. If passed,
the legislation “would abolish local
district-level administrative or supervisory personnel positions, including
the district superintendent of schools.”
“The county administrative board
of education would instead appoint a
district supervisor for each municipality in the county to oversee operations
of the public schools located in the
municipality and perform such other
duties as the board may prescribe. The
district supervisor would work under
the supervision of the chief school
administrator,” the bill states.
In other business, the board voted
unanimously to pass language for the
ballot question for a proposed $9.4million bond referendum to be held
Tuesday, January 23. The proposal
includes converting Lincoln School
into an early childhood center/central
kindergarten school at $6 million, as
well as renovations to Roosevelt Intermediate School and expansion of its
cafeteria and library and new windows at Edison Intermediate School.
BOE President Anne Riegel said,
“I can not believe or forget the great
amount of due diligence (the board
undertook) compared to what the state
is doing. It is mind boggling.”
Regarding the bond, she said, “All the
kindergarteners will start together and
end up together at Westfield High
School.” She also said she hoped this
could eliminate some of the “north sidesouth side” rivalry within the district.
Anthony Solimine, legal counsel
to the board with regard to bond referendum compliance, addressed the
board, saying that there is no need to
provide an interpretive statement to
the bond question.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GIVING CHEER…Westfield firefighters, through their Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association and help from the public
provided more than a hundred turkeys with all the dinner trimmings last Saturday for families throughout the region. This
annual event by the firefighters spread holiday cheer to those most in need. Many helped throughout the day. Pictured above,
from left to right, are: Lieutenant John Peterson, Firefighter Michael Skubish, Captain Robert Buccino and Firefighters
Robert Sawicki and Aldo Tammaro.

Leaders Discuss State Funding,
Property Tax Implications
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A school leaders’
meeting hosted by the Westfield Board
of Education last Friday featured a discussion on potential state funding decisions that could affect Westfield schools.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD21) and Lynne Strickland, executive
director of the Garden State Coalition of Schools facilitated the discussion, which was followed by a presentation from Jefferson School Principal Jeanette Munoz about the rationale behind the proposed Westfield
BOE $9.4-million bond referendum.
Anne Riegel, BOE president, gave
the introduction and was joined by

Ginny Leiz, BOE vice-president, and
members Ann Cary, Jane Clancy, Alice
Hunnicutt and Julia Walker. Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
attended as council liaison.
Mr. Bramnick, who resides in and
represents Westfield, spoke to the crowd
at the Westfield Memorial Library. He
said, “Government reacts to crises. It’s
reached the point that even in Trenton,
they realize there’s a crisis in property
taxes. So they have no real system in
effect. In the General Assembly, in my
four years, we have never had an open
discussion on property taxes or school
funding or anything that would reduce
property taxes.”
He said the property tax committees set up by Governor Jon Corzine
have met eight or nine times since
July. “They discussed every possible
issue that would affect property taxes
– school funding, local funding, the
county and state process,” he said.
He said the property tax problem has
existed for 10 to 20 years and, “in the
last four months, in eight committee

meetings, they’re talking about every
possible solution. So, when you read
the paper and you have no idea what’s
going on, that’s exactly correct.”
One bill passed Monday in the Assembly by a 46-33-1 count concerned
monitoring a pilot county school district for a limited period of time. New
Jersey currently has 516 municipalities and 616 school districts.
Mr. Bramnick then focused on Assembly Speaker Joe Roberts’ CORE
(Clearing hurdles to shared services,
Overriding waste in schools, Reining
in pension abuses and Empowering
citizens) Reform Plan.
Calling it “probably the most complicated bill,” Mr. Bramnick said the
CORE Reform proposal changes
school elections to November.
He said the bill would examine
issues of shared and consolidated services. “Historically,” he said, “if you
wanted to join communities and share
services, you needed a vote by the
taxpayer. This will allow consolidaCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Space Heater Causes Blaze
On Mohawk Trail on Sunday
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD LANDMARK...The Wychwood South Gatehouse, pictured above,
on Canterbury Lane has become a subject of concern for multiple neighborhood
residents, as the property is proposed for subdivision and development by the
owner. The application is to be heard at next month’s Westfield Planning Board
meeting. See related letter on page 4.

MS BOE Seeks Resident Input
On Contract Negotiations
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
borough’s board of education on Tuesday night said it is preparing to meet
with the Mountainside Education
Association (MEA) to negotiate its
three-year successor contract and is
asking for public
input.
The current contract with the MEA
expires June 30, 2007.
“We really plea to our supporters,
our public, for whatever it is you need
to address,” said Board President John
Perrin.
The MEA negotiates contract terms
and conditions on behalf of most district employees, including both certified and non-certified personnel.
Mr. Perrin said the BOE notified
the MEA in November that negotiations should commence but has not
heard back.
Residents can contact Chief School
Administrator Richard O’Malley at
(908) 232-3232 or e-mail
romalley@mountainsideschools.org,
the board said.
In other news, the BOE heard a
presentation from school policy and
regulations consultant Strauss Esmay
Associates (SEA).
If hired, the company would help
the district revise and maintain its
existing policy manual, a process
which would take about one year or

less, the board said.
The company, which has “relationships” with more than 280 school
districts, according to partner Philip
W. Nicastro, would take two months
to review current policies and ensure
that they comply with New Jersey
law.
“It’s really an audit of everything
the district has in place,” said SEA
consultant Sandy Nicastro.
The process includes developing a
policy checklist to review what is in
place, reviewing policies “unique” to
the district, reviewing existing handbooks and reviewing negotiated
agreements to make sure they comply with policy.
Consultants would then spend a
day in the district and draft recommendations.
The company has online resources
to help maintain and update policy,
such as a Policy Alert and Support
System (PASS), which informs districts of changes in state law and
updates “policies and regulations”
based on the changes. What is available depends upon the price plan selected by the district.
Mr. Nicastro called his database
and resources “comprehensive” and
suggested that Mr. O’Malley contact
any participating districts to reference its services.
Current SEA clients include mulCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

WESTFIELD – Fire officials said
a portable kerosene heater was the
cause of an early morning blaze Sunday that destroyed a single-family
ranch on Mohawk Trail.
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
17 firefighters from Westfield, Roselle
and Springfield battled the blaze,
which was brought under control in
50 minutes. The Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood departments provided mutual aid to
Westfield while firefighters were engaged in the Mohawk fire.
Fire officials aid a displaced couple
who resided at the home has been
assisted with temporary housing by
the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter
of the American Red Cross. Chief
Kelly said the couple was awoken by
one of their pets, a cat.
Chief Kelly said the fire started at
4:51 a.m. in the kitchen and quickly
spread. “The first floor dwelling was
fully engulfed” when the WFD arrived on the scene, he said.

“The structure has been declared
structurally unsound (by the Westfield
Building Department) and will more
than likely have to be razed,” Chief
Kelly said.
“It spread to the first floor of the
house at a rapid rate,” he said.
A vehicle in front of an attached
garage was destroyed and another
was damaged.
The couple, Michael and Elizabeth
Perdek, were treated at the scene by
the Westfield Rescue Squad. Two
firefighters sustained injuries and
were transported to Overlook Hospital in Summit where they were treated
and released.
The WFD also responded to a threealarm fire in downtown Cranford that
destroyed three commercial businesses on North Union Avenue on
Saturday night.
Town firefighters, including Chief
Kelly, were also at the scene of
Tuesday’s five-alarm fire at Rex
Beddingin Plainfield, which also damaged the Plainfield Fire Department
building next door.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader

RESPONSIVE…The Union County Emergency Response Team conduct a drill
last Friday at 772 Prospect Street, near the corner of Effingham Place around 1
p.m.
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Mountainside Swears
In New Police Patrolman
By JESSICA JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader

A JOB WELL DONE…Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy thanks borough Boy
Scouts from Troop 75 for cleaning up the North Avenue bus stop. From left to right,
are: Mayor McCarthy, Trevor Boan, Jake Boan, Nick Galatioto, Mike Boan, Matt
Moore, Michael Kandel, Ryan Baron, Ryan Poladian and Brendan Bucciarelli.

WF Board of Ed. President: Union
County ‘Likely’ Candidate for Pilot
Editor’s Note: The following letter was
received at press deadline yesterday.
On Tuesday, the Westfield Board of
Education received word that Union
County was a likely candidate for a 10year pilot program to create a countywide school district. Assembly Bill 8 was
passed late at night, along partisan lines
with absolutely no input from the communities affected. As of Tuesday, our
own representatives in Trenton had not
received the latest copy of the bill.
Somewhere in the effort to reduce property taxes — a goal that seems to have
been lost — legislation has emerged that
punishes suburban school districts. Assembly Bill 8 calls for the Board of Chosen Freeholders to apply for participation
in the pilot program to the Commissioner
of Education, who will select one county
to participate. Citizens of the chosen
county have no opportunity to vote on the
county’s participation or even be heard
on the application process.
Management of the local school district will be turned over to an appointed
county board of education, a county superintendent and a series of district supervisors. Substituting each community’s
own officials for state appointed officials
is a reorganization of structure; it is not
the same as saving money. Boards of
education in the pilot county will be relegated to a purely advisory role or have
the choice to dissolve. The positions of

superintendent of schools, as well as all
other district level supervisory staff, will
be abolished.
The pilot county program is designed
to take decision-making away from local
communities without any guarantee of
cost savings or continued quality education. There will be a study at the end of the
10-year pilot to determine if there was a
cost savings. In the interim, quality school
districts will be decimated and residents
left to pick up the pieces. The idea of
consolidation is to regionalize the state’s
smallest districts, not some of the largest.
The only ray of hope is that the bill does
not become law. The Senate will cast its
vote on these critical issues today. It matters little whether the ultimate target of
this bureaucratic assault is Union, Morris
or Middlesex. The setback to local education will be felt for a generation. Call your
senator and stop the madness. Tell our
governor and legislators that we sent them
to Trenton to fix property taxes, not to
make school districts a source of political
patronage. Tell the governor and our legislators that we are angry about a political
process closed from public view. We are
entitled to be heard on any proposal that
affects the education of our children and
our property values.
Anne Riegel
President
Westfield Board of Education

County Expects Bike Master
Plan byMarch 2007
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Officials expect a
draft of Union County’s Comprehensive Bicycle Master Plan to be unveiled by March, with the final document released in June, they announced
Tuesday. The revised map and supporting documents aim to create safer
bike pathways throughout the county.
Liza Betz of the county’s division
of planning and community development, which held Tuesday’s meeting
at the Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department, said the $150,000 project
was funded in part through a grant
from the North Jersey Transportation
Authority and included county funds.
According to a county December 4
press release, the project “is designed
to encourage the functional and recreational use of bicycles in Union County.”
The meeting was the second as part
of the county’s effort to update its bicycle master plan, which dates back to
1982. The project is being lead by the
RBA Group and includes the Louis
Berger Group, Eng-Wong, Taub & Associates and Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc.
“We are looking for some input about
on- and off-road facilities (bike trails).
What and where might those be,” said
Bettina Zimny, director of planning for
the Morristown-based RBA Group.
A number of stakeholders, including
municipal and county officials, attended
Tuesday’s meeting to give input by
identifying existing routes and creating
new ones based on existing conditions.
“Ultimately, when we wrap up the
project, we want to have proposed
concepts that can be fed into the funding pipeline so that real things can be
built along the county roadways and
in the county area,” Ms. Zimmy said.
Marcy Miller of Fitzgerald &
Halliday, Inc., said attendees at a previous meeting indicated that the county
needs improved bike facilities, safer
conditions and more areas for recreational use for bicyclists. Some residents said bikes are an alternative to
automobiles, but while “very desirable, [they are] not always safe.”
“Parents want a sense of security if
their kids are walking and biking,”

Ms. Walker said, noting that residents have said biking – for commuting, shopping and recreation – needs
to be safe and convenient.
“We want to create practical routes
and agreeable routes that people actually ride and walk on,” she said.
Ms. Miller said the consultants looked
at on-street and off-street bike routes to
come up with minimal standards, such
as drainage and pavement treatments to
alleviate pavement cracking.
She said Shared Roadway Pavement Markings could help to dedicate
pathways for bikers and walkers –
“this lets the bicyclist know what’s the
best placement for them. It’s kind of a
guide.” She said this concept is being
considered in the updated county plan.
Phil Falcone, a former Westfield resident who was active with B.R.A.K.E.S.
(Bikers And Kids Entitled to Safety),
said, “It really comes down to whether
a shared roadway is a good choice for
spending taxpayer dollars versus trying off-road bike routes.”
Sean Ryan, a planner with the
county, said, “One of the big advantages the county has is that it is one of
the few counties in the United States
that has a linked park system. North,
south, east, west, along all the major
river corridors there are huge tracks
of linear greenways…Originally, they
meant to flatten these things and put
roads and walkways and facilities.
There is ample room to put bicycle
facilities circulation stuff for these
big greenways through the parks.”
A bicyclist himself, Mr. Ryan said
Union County is “a dangerous place”
for bikers. “You can be the best bicyclist in the world, and there are so many
cars that someone will come along and
not be paying attention…and you know
the results are tragic,” he said.
Andy Paluri, an engineer with the
Berger Group in Florham Park, said
New Jersey “is more densely populated than Japan and India.”
Another goal is to establish a corridor that bikers can use from north to
south, east and west, as well as potential connections to bike trails in surrounding counties and train stations
on the NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line.

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Robert Viglianti swore in William
Stolting on Tuesday as police patrolman for the Mountainside Police
Department for a one-year probationary period.
“This is the first time in 20 years
that I’ve sworn in a police officer,”
the mayor said.
Mr. Stolting, a former Mountainside
resident, is a graduate of the John
Stamler Police Academy.
In an introduction of the inductee,
Councilman Keith Turner said 16
Stamler graduates were asked to interview for the position and from
those candidates, Councilmen Glenn
Mortimer, Paul Mirabelli and Mr.
Turner Mr. Turner and Police Chief
James Debbie reviewed the top four.
“We felt Mr. Stolting was the best
of the top four,” said Mr. Turner. “He
graduated number one out of 57 in the
academy; he obviously impressed the
police interview committee.”
Mr. Stolting replaces Officer
Annotichi, who relocated to Colorado.
In other business, Robert Shank,
account executive for TelVue Virtual
Television Networks, presented the
company’s proposed enhancement for
the borough’s local access television

SP Public Works
Director Indicted In
Hunterdon County
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
public works director Charles Cerami
was indicted in Hunterdon County on
Tuesday for allegedly keeping more
than $200 from scrap metal sales during his tenure as public works director in Clinton Township.
The indictment in Superior Court
in Flemington charged that Mr.
Cerami sought to “obtain a benefit
for himself” by keeping the proceeds
from various scrap metal sales between May 2003 and September 2005
instead of returning those funds to the
Clinton Township government. The
Hunterdon County Prosecutor said
Mr. Cerami faces a maximum fine of
$150,000, five to 10 years in jail or
both.
Earlier this year, the prosecutor’s
office conducted an investigation of
the public works department in
Clinton Township, but it is unclear
whether the indictment was connected
to that inquiry. Mr. Cerami’s departure from his former position was one
in a series of sweeping personnel
changes undertaken by the new mayor
in Clinton Township.
Mr. Cerami succeeded Walter
DiNizo as Scotch Plains’ public works
director in February after serving as
director in Clinton Township since
2002. Prior to that, he was public
works director in Belleville for about
seven years.
During this fall’s election campaign, Scotch Plains Democrats made
an issue of how the township public
works department was being managed under Mr. Cerami and also called
attention to the earlier Hunterdon
County investigation. Democrat
Kevin Glover, who was elected to the
council in November, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times he did not have
a comment on the indictment. “We
have to let the facts come out,” he
said, although he added that the news
“makes me somewhat concerned.”
Mr. Glover said he was “curious
how the administration is going to
deal with it.”
Attempts to reach Mr. Cerami,
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
and Mayor Martin Marks on Wednesday were unsuccessful.

WF BOA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

picnicking in warm weather; if built,
the home would rob the yard of sunlight, she said.
During discussion, board chairman
William Heinbokel said he felt that
the stacked parking arrangement
would likely prove cumbersome, with
the likely result being underutilization
of the parking. Since the curb cut
would remove the one space in front
of the home, no real improvement to
the parking situation would result, he
said.
Board member Francis Smith described the proposal as “offensive on
the massing issue.”
The board unanimously denied the
application.
The board approved a proposal by
Covington Real Estate Holdings,
LLC, to permit a non-conforming
use of the home at 597 Westfield
Avenue. Hugh Covington proposed
putting his investment advisory firm
into the home, which is located at the
corner of Park Street (the former site
of the Shea law firm). The proposal
represents a similar use permitted
with reduced traffic intensity.
The board also approved the addition of a non-conforming porch with
gazebo onto the home, accepting the
argument that it fit with the character
of the building and area.
Also approved were additions by
Lei Chen and Yun Bai at 729 Kimball
Avenue, Marsha and Thomas Detrano
at 209 Clifton Street, James McCabe
at 1034 Coolidge Street and John and
Christina Cooke at 428 Mountain Avenue. The boardalso approved a deck
for Liang Luo and Ling Pang at 50
Doris Parkway.

channel.
TVTN would deliver a local programming feed that would fill in the
voids of regular programming with
up-to-date information, such as
weather, emergency alerts, local calendars and school closings.
“We don’t control the channel,”
said Mr. Shank. “We’re providing a
feed that runs in the background.”
The deal would cost $1,200 up
front, plus an ongoing cost of $500
each additional month. Sponsors,
whose contribution would be acknowledged routinely throughout
the programming, should cover the
complete cost, he said. According
to Mr. Shank, the project should
require four or five sponsors, since
the proposal calls for a two-year
contract.
If sponsorships were not received,
the borough would still receive the
service for those two years and could
choose to pay the monthly rate of
$500 to continue. According to Mr.
Debbie, Loews Theaters and Famous
Dave’s have already showed interest
in sponsorship.
TVTN has been in business since
1987 and currently has local access
programming deals with Roselle,
Rahway and Newark.
Also in discussion, Mayor Viglianti
announced that taxes would raise $119
a household next year, based on a
home assessed at $150,000. This increase is based on the rise of library
contributions, pensions and the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
assessment.
Additionally, borough employees
rejected a proposal to waive health
coverage for half of the lowest
waiver amount of $6,595.50 for a
family and $2,547 for a single. The
mayor and council will now offer
half of the mid-range offer of
$7,968.48 for a family and
$3,219.96 for a single.
In other business, a petition was
filed for a streetlight on the corner of
Chapel Hill and Ackerman Roads.
The council received raffle applications from Soroptimist International of the Greater Westfield Area
for an on-premise silent auction and
off-premise 50/50 draw.
Mayor Viglianti will authorize the
tax collector to cancel tax account
balances of $5 and under, whether
owed by or to Mountainside.
Escrow returned a bond to
MacGregor Plumbing and Heating
for a road-opening permit for a sanitary sewer house connection at 310
Indian Trail.
The mayor and council went into
executive session to discuss a personnel matter regarding Finance Assistant Jill Goode.

Courtesy of Shelly Aberson-Narotzky

FULLY ENGULFED...Last Saturday, the Cranford Florist Shop and adjacent
structures were engulfed in smoke during a three-alarm fire. The Cranford fire
department arrived at 9 p.m. as clouds of thick black smoke poured from the
windows and flames blazed at street level. Heavy black smoke could be seen
throughout Cranford for most of the night. The Westfield Fire Department also
responded to the scene.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Wednesday, December 6, Mario Hall,
25, of Perth Amboy was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at South and
Central Avenues on an outstanding Elizabeth motor vehicle warrant with $580
bail. Hall was unable to post bail and was
turned over to Elizabeth police.
Wednesday, December 6, Ann A. Morgan, 54, of Woodbridge was arrested on
the 800 block of North Avenue on a traffic
warrant issued by the Perth Amboy Court.
She was released after posting $89 bail.
Wednesday, December 6, Alterik K.
Finney, 29, of Elizabeth was arrested on
North Avenue near Hetfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains on a criminal warrant issued
by the Elizabeth Court. Finney was released on his own recognizance as per the
Elizabeth Court, with a court date to be set.
Wednesday, December 6, Peter J. Breece,
18, of Scotch Plains was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding motor vehicle warrant from Garwood. Breece
was released after posting $89 bail.
Wednesday, December 6, Danielle
Mancuso, 18, of Oak Ridge was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and East Broad Street and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana. She was released with a summons pending a December 20 court date.
Wednesday, December 6, Edward
Gallagher, 48, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated
following a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Quimby Street. Gallagher subsequently was released with summonses
pending a December 13 court date.
Thursday, December 7, Gerard Thompson, 42, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at West
Broad Street and Osborn Avenue and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.
Further investigation revealed there
were outstanding warrants for Thompson

Leaders Discuss Funding
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion to be done by resolution between
local units or entities.”
The Assembly passed the measure,
44-30-5 on Monday.
Superintendent of Schools William
Foley, asked if categorical aid for special education would be wealth-based
and formula driven, and, if so, “would
Westfield lose $4.5 million in aid?”
Mr. Bramnick said the formulas are
“still in draft stage…I would hope the
leadership would be as fair as possible
to suburban districts and districts they
perceive to be more Republican.”
He said he predicted, based on recommendations he has seen, that the
state would allow minimum funding
for all districts. “The aid to Westfield
will probably be about the same in
terms of state aid,” he said.
Ms. Riegel addressed the issue of a
so-called “super” county superintendent. She said, “what seems so frightening to me is that the proposal includes things like curriculum and hiring teachers – decisions made at the
county level and not at the Westfield
level. How would it be wise for
Westfield?”
Mr. Bramnick said, “It would not
be wise for Westfield…I don’t think
the other suburban districts are going
to stand for this.”
When asked if the new measures
would save money, Mr. Bramnick said,
“It absolutely won’t save money.” In his
view, the way to save money is to send
in “forensic accountants unannounced
into school districts, counties and state
governments at 3 p.m. on Friday and
walk around and see who’s working.”
He added, “They talk about making sausage. This is the biggest sausage ever made in New Jersey…and
it’s a mess.”
Ms. Strickland spoke after Mr.
Bramnick and said that currently, “one
of the things under threat is special
education funding.” She said the question remains as to whether it will
remain as categorical aid or be
changed to basic state aid. While no
proposal is on paper, she said, “They
have said it should be wealth-based.”
Concerning the CORE plan, she
said, “When you conjoin districts,
salaries will come up at a higher level.
Until they discuss that reality openly
and honestly in real debate form, they
shouldn’t be pushing merger bills
ahead because I think it could cost
hundreds of millions of dollars.”
She said one of her objections to
the CORE proposal is the establishment of a new county office in every
county. “The office of the county
superintendent would be elevated to
such an extent that the salaries would
have to be elevated from the county
superintendent on down,” she said.
Ms. Strickland said the “super”
county superintendents would assume

many of the administrative functions
handled by local school districts, including authorizing audits of school
administrative spending and signing
off on school budgets.
She said a superintendent in the
proposed capacity could look at a
budget “line by line” and veto it, in
addition to “deciding that a program
is inefficient or wasteful.”
Saying it is a “very transformational time,” Ms. Strickland said, “We
have some of the best schools in the
nation, and I think they are in jeopardy right now.”
The last speaker, Jeanette Munoz,
Jefferson Elementary School principal, highlighted reasons for supporting the bond referendum to be voted
on Tuesday, January 23. Primarily, she
said the proposed early childhood center “addresses increasing enrollment.”
Representing two-thirds of the bond’s
price tag, the estimated $6 million proposed center, to be housed at the now
defunct Lincoln School on Westfield
Avenue, could offer an “age-appropriate environment for preschoolers” for
them to form friendships.
The cost to create the early childhood center, improve the 80-year old
Roosevelt Intermediate School by expanding its cafeteria and library to
accommodate enrollment and meet
state standards; renovate Roosevelt’s
stairwells, improve lighting in hallways, enclose an open breezeway and
replace the 48-year old windows in
Edison’s science wing with energyefficient ones is $9,396,645.

from the Union County Sheriff’s Department, Plainfield and Middlesex totaling
$10,025. After being served with summonses on the Westfield charges, he was
turned over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Department.
Friday, December 8, a private contractor operating the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Inspection Station on the 400 block
of East South Avenue reported the apparent theft of a 2009 inspection sticker
valued at approximately $50.
Friday, December 8, a resident of the
100 block of Harrison Avenue reported a
burglary at her home. Entry was reportedly
gained by forcing open a door on the
porch. Numerous rooms on the first and
second floor living areas were entered and
ransacked. It was unknown at the time
what items were missing, police said.
Friday, December 8, Jason Dirmeitis,
29, of Iselin was arrested at a business on
the 400 block of North Avenue, West, on
an East Orange traffic warrant after police responded to the business on a complaint of a disorderly person. Dirmeitis
was released after posting $110 bail.
Friday, December 8, lawn decorations
were reported stolen on the 100 block of
Sandra Circle. The value of the missing
items was estimated at $50.
Saturday, December 9, Anthony
Marrero, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Terminal Avenue in Clark on motor vehicle warrants from Elizabeth, for $580,
and Cranford, for $89. He also was charged
with possession of a fake government
identification card as a United States Marine Corps. Marrero posted bail and was
released with a summons on the Westfield
charge.
Mountainside
Wednesday, December 6, Oladipupo B.
Omade, 20, was arrested for driving with a
suspended license after being stopped for
improper passing on Route 22.
Wednesday, December 6, Peter Y.
Marquez, 39, was arrested and charged
with being under the influence of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS), possession of a CDS and receiving stolen
property. According to police, the suspect was picked up at a Sheffield Street
business, where he was reportedly passed
out in the lobby. He was transported to
Overlook Hospital, where letters belonging to different businesses were found on
his person, police said.
Saturday, December 9, a resident of
Mill Lane reported one or more unidentified individuals threw eggs at the front
window of the house. This was the third
incident of this nature in the past few
months, police said. The homeowner said
she would be installing a video surveillance camera and would be reporting all
future incidents to the police along with
the videotape, police said. There was no
visible damage to the house or window
reported at this time.
Sunday, December 10, Liem T.
Nguyen, 34, of Plainfield was arrested for
DWI after a motor vehicle stop for failure
to maintain a lane.
Fanwood
Wednesday, December 6, Police said
two individuals attempted to cash a fraudulent business check at a South Avenue
bank. When an employee questioned the
individuals about the check, the suspects
fled, police said. Police were able to identify one of the suspects, and charges are
pending, authorities said.
Saturday, December 9, a resident of
Princeton Avenue reported that someone
opened an unauthorized cell phone account in his name. Police said the incident
is under investigation.
Saturday, December 9, Anthony P.
Moskal, 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with making terroristic threats
to an individual after an altercation on
Montrose Avenue.
Monday, December 11, Andre C.
Brothwaite, 19, of Irvington was arrested
for an outstanding warrant out of Wanaque
Township after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road.

Mountainside Board of Ed.
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tiple Union County districts, such as
Westfield, Kenilworth and Clark.
SEA offers “payment schedules”
based on districts’ financial needs,
which include payments over multiple budget years.
“Because it’s all we do, we pride
ourselves in doing it very, very well,”
said Mr. Nicastro, who is a licensed
attorney and a former school superintendent. He said he has been involved
with the company since 1994, reviewing and writing legal policies.
The BOE is reviewing the company’s
service and will revisit the issue at a
future meeting, members said.
In other news, a parent voiced her
concern about the eighth-grade science program following the recent
termination of teacher Wendy
Milligan, effective February 9, 2008.
Parent Elitza Meyer, who addressed
the board during public participation,
said afterwards she wants to know
“what the children can expect.”
“Kids are sensitive to change,” she
added.

While Mr. O’Malley did not specify
why the teacher was let go, he said he
would make the transition as easy as
possible for the students.
“I appreciate your patience in trying
to understand what I can say,” he said.
The resolution on the meeting
agenda indicated the teacher has a
“contractual obligation to work
through the effective date of her termination” if necessary.
Mr. O’Malley said he is actively
looking for a replacement.
In other business, the BOE has
received $10,020 from a 2005 grant
meant to improve school security.
The Mountainside Police Department received the federal Secure Our
School grant, on behalf of the district,
from the Department of Justice.
Mr. O’Malley thanked Police Chief
James Debbie and other officers involved in securing the grant.
He said the district will “utilize it in
a way to make sure our kids are safe.”
The next BOE meeting is January 9
at 7:30 pm.

HAPPY CHANUKAH!
CHANUKAH STARTS TOMORROW, DECEMBER 15

OUR 47TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 50-2006

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.

Thursday, December 14, 2006

Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

SIXTY CENTS

SP-F Board of Education Voices
Objections to Proposed Reforms
By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Discussion
and review of recommendations made
by four joint legislative committees
in Trenton on property-tax reform
dominated Thursday night’s meeting
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education.
BOE Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi and board member
Linda Nelson said that they attended
public hearings on reform bills in
Trenton last Thursday. Both shared
concerns that legislators seem to be
“fast-tracking” bills that may “adversely” impact the quality of education in New Jersey. The reform measures result from the state’s effort to
lower New Jersey property taxes,
which rank highest in the nation.
“I believe many of the bills will be
fast-tracked. I question the process,”
Mr. Del Sordi said.
They said that most people at the
meetings did not have a chance to read
the entire package of information received, and “the rush to pass the bills”
suggests “plowing through” an agenda

regardless of public opinion.
“I think minds are already made
up,” Ms. Nelson said.
She read to the board the draft of a
resolution the board intends to submit to the governor’s office. The resolution states the board’s concerns that
the 98 recommendations from the
state’s four tax-reform committees
would have “unintended consequences that may actually cause
higher taxes for some communities,
treat children unequally and adversely
affect public school districts.”
The recommendation that most
troubles the board, members said, is
the “super” county superintendent
proposal, whereby each county school
district would have an executive superintendent responsible for keeping
school budgets under control.
Board President Thomas Russo
asked, “Will they (the executive superintendents) have say-so over class
size and building repairs?”
Board member Donald Parisi said
that after reviewing 90 pages of the
proposed legislation package, he
didn’t think the executive superinten-

Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

“HANDS OFF OUR BENEFITS”…A bus full of teachers left Clark to join
thousands in Trenton to protest proposed changes to their benefits on December
11. Some schools were closed throughout New Jersey this past Monday since
thousands of teachers attended the rally.

Union County ‘At Top of
List’ for Pilot Admin. District
By PAUL J. PEYTON
and MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — The Garden State
Coalition of Schools has reported that
statehouse sources have informed
them that Union County is under consideration as the pilot program for a
county administrative school district.
“People in the statehouse who
should know are talking about this as
a real possibility,” said Lynne
Strickland, Coalition executive director, when contacted yesterday.
“Sources are saying that Union
County is at the top of the list,” she said.
Ms. Strickland said based on the
legislation, A-8/S-49, Union County
would not be eligible because it contains two or more Abbott Districts –
Elizabeth and Plainfield. She said 10
or 11 of New Jersey’s 21 counties
would be eligible under this provision.
Westfield Superintendent of Schools
William Foley announced Tuesday
night that “the legislation was changed
in the middle of night (Monday) during
a Democratic caucus and an Assembly
vote. Union County will now be the
pilot site for a county school district.”
The bill states, “Upon the establishment of the county administrative
school district, the boards of education of the public school districts, the
board of education of any county
vocational school district and the
board of education of any county

special services school district may
continue to exist in an advisory role.”
If passed in the Senate and signed
by the Governor, the legislation
“would abolish local district-level
administrative or supervisory personnel positions, including the district
superintendent of schools.”
“The county administrative board
of education would instead appoint a
district supervisor for each municipality in the county to oversee operations
of the public schools located in the
municipality…The district supervisor
would work under the supervision of
the chief school administrator,” according to the legislation, sponsored
by Sen. Bob Smith (D-Piscataway) in
the Senate and Assm. John Wisniewski
(D-Parlin) and Robert Gordon (DFairlawn) in the Assembly.
The legislation reportedly will be up
for consideration in the Senate today.
Westfield BOE President Anne
Riegel said in a letter to the editor:
“Somewhere in the effort to reduce
property taxes — a goal that seems to
have been lost — legislation has
emerged that punishes suburban school
districts. Assembly Bill 8 calls for the
Board of Chosen Freeholders to apply
for participation in the pilot program
to the Commissioner of Education,
who will select one county to participate. Citizens of the chosen county
have no opportunity to vote on the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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THE FANWOOD DEER…This unusual deer, called a “piebald,” enjoys the day
during Thanksgiving week underneath the power lines next to the Fanwood
Nature Center.

dent would have the power to force
school districts to increase class size,
nor did he think the “super superintendents” would concern themselves
with details like building repairs.
“Based on what I’m reading, the
superintendent would not be able to
address the issues mentioned. I don’t
think we’re talking about them being
able to say things like ‘your class size
is too small. Increase your class size
by four,’” Mr. Parisi said.
He said the new “super” superintendent would have great “arm-twisting powers.”
Speaking of the parts of the bill he
had read, Mr. Parisi said, “I see a lot
of good stuff in here, but there’s certainly room for improvement. What
I’m regretting is that, in the name of
urgency, we may be sacrificing some
thoughtfulness.”
He said that the board would talk to
its legislators to make sure its “voice
is heard,” but “I don’t hold out a lot of
hope. I would be stunned if there are
any amendments to these bills. It’s
clear these (public Trenton) meetings
are for show.”
Once Mrs. Nelson concluded her
reading of the board’s resolution, members approved it with minor changes.
Mr. Parisi did not vote in favor of the
resolution because he said he wanted
the board’s objection to BOE elections
being moved from April to November
separated from the rest of the resolution. He said he favors BOE elections
being moved to November because
more voters would come out to vote.
Other members said they felt the
move to November would discourage good potential board members
from running and that education elections would become embroiled in
partisan politics.
Arguing that the move to November would increase the cost for individuals to run, Mr. Russo said, “I
think people will be intimidated and
won’t run.”
Acknowledging Mr. Parisi’s point
about increased voter participation,
board Vice President Trip Whitehouse
said he thought it was better to have
votes from those concerned about
education rather than general populace votes. “In April, you know the
people who come out are more engaged,” he said.
Mrs. Nelson told BOE members
that voting on the budget would get
separated if BOE elections move to
November. That information swayed
board member Sasha Slocum. She said
she had leaned toward November elections being a good idea but had forgotten that if BOE elections move to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RESPONSE TIME…Fanwood participated in a Homeland Security Preparedness exercise at the Fanwood Train Station
last Friday, December 8. Members of the Union County Emergency Response Team, law enforcement and other public safety
professionals were present.

Scotch Plains Public Works Director
Indicted In Hunterdon County
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
public works director Charles Cerami
was indicted in Hunterdon County on
Tuesday for allegedly keeping more
than $200 from scrap metal sales during his tenure as public works director in Clinton Township.
The indictment in Superior Court in
Flemington charged that Mr. Cerami
sought to “obtain a benefit for himself” by keeping the proceeds from
various scrap metal sales between May
2003 and September 2005 instead of
returning those funds to the Clinton
Township government. The Hunterdon
County Prosecutor said Mr. Cerami
faces a maximum fine of $150,000,
five to 10 years in jail or both.
Earlier this year, the prosecutor’s
office conducted an investigation of
the public works department in
Clinton Township, but it is unclear
whether the indictment was connected
to that inquiry. Mr. Cerami’s departure from his former position was one
in a series of sweeping personnel
changes undertaken by the new mayor
in Clinton Township.
Mr. Cerami succeeded Walter
DiNizo as Scotch Plains’ public works

SP Board Denies Request
To Park Truck in Condo Lot
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Following an
hour-long hearing that Chairman Jim
Fawcett said made him “feel like I’m
on ‘The People’s Court,’” the zoning
board of adjustment denied a
resident’s application for a permit to
park his plumbing truck in the lot of
the North Avenue condominium complex where he resides.
Jon DeBaro, who rents a unit at
Crestwood Commons at 2219 North
Avenue, moved in last May and said
he soon found several residents opposed to his oversized truck being
parked in the lot or in his driveway.
He told the board at its meeting last
Thursday that soon after moving in,
he was told by Edward McDonnell,
president of the association, that the
bylaws forbid a vehicle such as Mr.
DeBaro’s being parked on the
complex’s property.
When Mr. DeBaro called his landlord, she told him there was no such
provision and that he was allowed to
park his truck there. Mr. DeBaro also
reported signs being left anonymously
on his truck and front door warning
him to move his vehicle.
Mr. DeBaro said that shortly afterward, he received a letter from the
condominium’s management company pointing out that the township
zoning ordinance prohibited the overnight parking of a commercial vehicle in a residential zone.
Mr. DeBaro said he stores his
plumbing supplies in a garage in
Cranford, but is wary of leaving his
truck there overnight due to theft concerns.
After Mr. DeBaro’s testimony, Mr.
Fawcett said the township ordinance
that forbids commercial vehicles from

being parked overnight in a residential zone “supersedes” any rules the
condo association may or may not
have. Board Attorney Vince Loughlin
said, “Every property owner in Scotch
Plains is subject to the requirements
of the zoning ordinance.”
Sherry Natko, the realtor who arranged Mr. DeBaro’s rental agreement, said the issue should have been
addressed when the property was first
shown to Mr. DeBaro in the spring.
Mr. McDonnell, the association
president, said the landlord told him
that if she had known Mr. DeBaro
wanted to park his truck on the property, she never would have rented to
him. Mr. McDonnell read to the board
a relevant portion of the property’s
master deed stating that occupants
of Crestwood Commons would be
subject to township zoning ordinances.
“We are owners,” Mr. McDonnell
told the board. Mr. DeBaro, he said,
“is a renter. We want the law enforced.”
Bruce and Gloria Yakre, who also
reside at Crestwood Commons, defended Mr. DeBaro and asked the
board to allow him to continue parking, even if temporarily, in the parking lot.
But the board voted unanimously
to deny the request, with Mr. Fawcett
telling Mr. DeBaro that “part of the
due diligence of running a business is
figuring costs involved and other factors,” such as where to legally park
his truck.
Board member Jim Pate said that in
hearings involving a temporary operating permit application, “we often
look for transparency,” or minimal
imposition on a neighborhood.
“That’s not present here.”

director in February, after serving as
director in Clinton Township since
2002. Prior to that, he was public
works director in Belleville for about
seven years.
During this fall’s election campaign, Scotch Plains Democrats made
an issue of how the township public
works department was being managed under Mr. Cerami and also called
attention to the earlier Hunterdon
County investigation. Democrat
Kevin Glover, who was elected to the

council in November, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times he did not have
a comment on the indictment. “We
have to let the facts come out,” he
said, although he added that the news
“makes me somewhat concerned.”
Mr. Glover said he was “curious
how the administration is going to
deal with it.”
Attempts to reach Mr. Cerami,
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
and Mayor Martin Marks on Wednesday were unsuccessful.

FW Council Honors
Councilman Molenaar
thanked his colleagues. “My home is
the planning board, and that’s where
FANWOOD – The borough coun- I’m going. It’s been a pleasure workcil Tuesday night honored retiring ing with everyone here on the counCouncilman Jack Molenaar, who de- cil; I’ve enjoyed all of it,” he said.
cided to leave the governing body
After the meeting, Mr. Molenaar
after a single term and return to the told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
planning board next month.
Times that his work on the ongoing
Following a reception prior to its downtown redevelopment effort is his
regular monthly meeting, the govern- most important accomplishment as a
ing body approved a special resolu- councilman.
tion highlighting Mr. Molenaar’s ser“That was [the issue] I ran on,” said
vice to the borough since taking of- Mr. Molenaar. “After going from befice nearly three years ago.
ing an idea to a plan…it’s [now] unIn addition to 11 previous years of der construction, and it’s great to go
service on the loout and see
cal planning board,
that…and within
Mr. Molenaar’s acthree years; that
tivities as a counjust doesn’t hapcilman included
pen in New Jerchairing the Land
sey,” he added.
Use and Historic
In other busiPreservation Comness, Ms. Wheeler
mittee and the Pubsaid the borough
lic Safety Commitis “negotiating”
tee, serving as a
with the former
member of the
welfare program
Downtown Redeadministrator in
velopment Agency
Scotch Plains “to
and serving as the
possibly provide
council’s liaison to
services here.”
the Plainfield Area
Ms. Wheeler
Regional Sewer- Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times said Fanwood
age Authority, BACK TO THE PLANNING residents are no
Fanwood Rescue BOARD…Fanwood Councilman Jack longer able to acSquad, Planning Molenaar, left, was honored for his cess welfare proBoard,
Public service at the December 12 mayor and grams and serWorks and the En- council meeting. Council President vices at the Scotch
Dolce, right, presented the coun- Plains offices and,
vironmental Com- Donna
cilman with a resolution.
mission.
for the time being,
Council President Donna Dolce must now use the county’s welfare
presented Mr. Molenaar with a framed program facility on Park Street in
replica of the borough’s official seal Plainfield. Residents can contact borand words of thanks from his fellow ough hall for more information.
council members.
During the meeting’s public com“No wonder you retired; you’re ment portion, local resident Joe Nagy
exhausted,” said Councilwoman asked the council to contact PSE&G
Katherine Mitchell.
to get “an explanation” of two recent
“I hold you in high regard, and I power outages that affected parts of
certainly will miss you,” added Coun- the borough.
cilwoman Joan Wheeler.
Mr. Nagy requested that the counPlanning Board Chairman Greg cil consider using grant money to
Cummings said Mr. Molenaar has establish a citizen’s traffic committee
“been a great asset to the council and and conduct a traffic study.
certainly the planning board over the
Pointing to increasing redevelopyears given his transportation and ment activity, Mr. Nagy said traffic
planning expertise.”
problems “are going to get more dif“The council’s loss is our gain in ficult before getting better.”
January,” Mr. Cummings said.
“I know the solutions aren’t all in
“I’m declaring victory and going our hands,” he said. “[But] we’re fachome,” said Mr. Molenaar, as he
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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FOR THE KIDS…The 19 girls of Brownie Troop 547 donate Teddy Bears to the
Fanwood Rescue Squad to give to sick kids in the ambulances. Troop leaders
Joanmarie Farley and Mary Beth Drubulis along with squad 1st Lieutenant
Melissa Padulsky helped with the program. Pictured, left to right, are: Caroline
Drubulis, Keara Farley and Gianna Januszanis, second graders at School One.

SP Board OKs Pheasant Lane
Subdivision, Mall Expansion
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The planning board on Monday night approved
a delayed subdivision application and
gave the go-ahead to the expansion of
a strip mall on Route 22.
At its final meeting of the year, the
board approved a major subdivision
application for a six-home development on Pheasant Lane, a cul-de-sac
off Sleepy Hollow Lane on the
township’s border with Plainfield. The
board had given approval last year,
but formal memorialization of the
approval was put off.
In the meantime, the developer,
Ernest Fantini, purchased additional
land that would allow for the creation of
two new conforming lots in the six-lot

FW Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing a very serious problem, especially along South Avenue near the
post office he said.
Mr. Molenaar, a professional planner, responded that local residents
could help make a difference by slowing down, yielding to pedestrians and
walking to the train station or downtown as much as possible.
“There’s only so much that technology and traffic calming can do,” he
said. “We can be safer without spending a lot of government money or passing laws and regulations; it’s about time
that we started taking this seriously.”
The council’s annual reorganization meeting takes place on Monday,
January 1, at borough hall, followed
by a 1 p.m. reception at the Chelsea
complex on South Avenue.

development, one in Scotch Plains and
one in Plainfield. The six homes to be
built would range between 6,000 and
7,000 square feet in size, Mr. Fantini
told the board last year. Last month,
according to Mr. Fantini’s attorney,
Plainfield authorities gave their approval
to the development, since the northern
edge of the land is located in Plainfield.
The board also approved the expansion of a strip mall along westbound
Route 22 between Union Avenue and
Scotland Street. Dexter Managing Co.,
which owns the mall housing a billiards hall, Dunkin Donuts, liquor store,
dry cleaner and tanning salon, wants
to expand the 15,768-square-foot
building by an additional 3,900 square
feet by adding a 50-foot section to the
eastern end.
According to architect Carol Hewit,
this would allow for between one and
three additional businesses. Engineer
Jeffrey Cadoff told the board the expansion would not change the present
ingress and egress onto the property
from Route 22 or from Meadow
Street, which runs behind the mall.
Traffic consultant Elizabeth Dolan
said there would be “no significant
increase” in traffic as a result of additional businesses operating there, saying that the present mix of tenants
means the parking lot is never filled
to capacity at one time. The board
granted a parking variance, since a
township ordinance requires five
spaces for every 1,000 square feet of
building space and the lot would contain 91 spaces, eight short of the minimum, once the addition is completed.
The planning board’s first meeting
of the new year will be Monday, January 8.

SP Council OKs Parking
Restrictions Near Coles School
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council approved two ordinances
on Tuesday that will restrict parking
near Coles School and on Mountain
Avenue.
Parking will be prohibited on the
south side of Allenby Lane between
8 and 9 a.m. and 2 and 3:30 p.m. on
school days. Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato said a pathway
from Coles School leads to Allenby
Lane and, increasingly, parents park
on both sides of the narrow street to
drop off or pick up their children.
She said, “The concern has been
expressed by parents picking up
their kids on that street and by the
police department.”
Another ordinance approved at
Tuesday’s regular meeting will limit
parking on Mountain Avenue and
adjacent William Street to two hours
during weekdays.
Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
bus commuters frequently park their
cars in that area all day, creating “an
inconvenience for customers at the
stores and a safety issue for pedestrians” crossing Mountain Avenue.
In other business, the council approved a resolution authorizing a
joint application with Fanwood for
a $90,000 grant from the state’s
SHARE (Sharing Available Re-

sources Efficiently) program that
will be used to explore the possibility of merging the two towns’ libraries.
Councilman Frank Rossi said the
grant, along with a combined
$10,000 contribution from the two
libraries, is “the first step” in what
will be a lengthy study process.
Mayor Martin Marks added that the
merger idea is still in its “very preliminary” stages.
At the beginning of the meeting,
the council passed a resolution congratulating Ryan Sharkey on achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in the
Boy Scouts of America.
Mayor Marks issued a proclamation declaring December as
Georgine DiMaria Month. Ms.
DiMaria will represent New Jersey
in the upcoming Miss America pageant in Las Vegas and was on hand
Tuesday evening to receive the
mayor’s proclamation.
The council’s final session of the
year will be held next Tuesday, and
will be the last meeting for Mr. Rossi,
who chose not to seek another term
this year, and Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge, who was defeated in her reelection bid last month. Two Democrats, Jeffrey Strauss and Kevin
Glover, will join the governing body
at the council’s reorganization meeting on January 2.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission has
announced committee meetings and
programs for 2007.
Committee meetings will take place
at 8 p.m. at Scotch Hills Country
Club located at 820 Jerusalem Road.
Dates the commission will meet are
January 8, February 12, March 12,
April 9, May 14, June 11, July 23,
August 12, September 10, October
15, November 12 and December 10.
All meeting are open to the public.
Some of the 2007 programs the
commission has planned include MARACAS I, an interactive Spanish language program for children ages 3 to
5 and a parent or guardian. The class
will meet on Mondays from 9 to 9:45
a.m.
MARACAS Invierno will be offered for children ages 5 to 8. This
class will meet on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 4 from 4:45 p.m.
More information is available at
(908) 447-8447 or at maracas123.com.
Mannerations, a program for children ages 7 to 12, will be offered to
teach children about etiquette. The
class will include lessons on table
manners, introductions, behaving in
public and telephone etiquette. It will
be held at the Scotch Hills Country
Club from 4 to 4:45 p.m. on Tuesdays, February 16 and 23 and March
2 and 9. Registration will run from
January 4 to 20, and the fee is $85 per
person.
Scotch Plains resident Yolanda
Fezza will teach Music and Movement, a program for children ages 2
to 4. The class will encourage children to sing, dance and play instruments. The class will be held at the

Towne House on Mondays from 1:30
to 2:15 p.m. from January 22 through
March 5. The fee is $30 per person.
A class focusing on teaching Israeli folk dances will be available for
children from ages 8 to 14 at the
Towne House on Sundays, January
28 through March 4 from 4 to 5 p.m.
The fee is $35 per person.
Arts and Crafts will be held for
toddlers on Wednesdays from 9 to
9:45 a.m. from January 17 through
March 21. The fee for the 10-week
session is $105. For ages 3 to 5, MiniDoodlers will be held on Wednesdays
from 10 to 10:45 a.m. from January
17 to March 21 for the same fee. A
program called Craft Story Time will
be held for children ages 2 to 4 at the
Towne House on Thursdays from 9 to
9:45 a.m. from Jan. 25 through March
1 for a $30 per person fee.
Karate classes for ages 5 through
15 will be held at Towne House,
Green Forest Park from Jan. 23
through March 27. The fee will be
$50 for residents and $55 for nonresidents.
Girls’ softball clinics will be held
from 6 to 7:25 p.m. (grades 3 to 5) and
7:35 to 9 p.m. (grades 6-8) March 22
at the Terrill Middle School Gym for
$15 per person. Girls in 3rd grade to
8th grade can join the Girls Softball
league. Registration is January 10 to
February 9 with a fee of $55 or February 10 through March 16 with a fee
of $60 per person.
The K through 2nd grade basketball clinic will be held at Evergreen
Elementary School Gym from 6 to 7
p.m. or from 7:10 to 8:10 pm on
January 22 through March 19 for $45
per person.

Union County Expects Bike
Master Plan by March 2007
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – County officials
expect a draft of Union County’s Comprehensive Bicycle Master Plan to be
unveiled by March, with the final
document released in June, they announced Tuesday. The revised map
and supporting documents aim to create safer bike pathways throughout
the county.
Liza McBeth of the county’s division of planning and community development, which held Tuesday’s
meeting at the Cranford Recreation
and Parks Department, said the
$150,000 project was funded in part
through a grant from the North Jersey
Transportation Authority and included county funds.
According to a county press release issued December 4, the project
“is designed to encourage the functional and recreational use of bicycles
in Union County.”
The meeting was the second as part
of the county’s effort to update its
bicycle master plan, which dates back
to 1982. The project is being lead by
the RBA Group and includes the Louis
Berger Group, Eng-Wong, Taub &
Associates and Fitzgerald & Halliday,
Inc.
“We are looking for some input
about on- and off-road facilities (bike
trails). What and where might those
be,” said Bettina Zimny, director of
planning for the Morristown-based
RBA Group.
A number of stakeholders, including municipal and county officials,
attended Tuesday’s meeting. The
meeting’s goal was to receive input
by identifying existing routes and
creating new ones based on existing
conditions.
“Ultimately, when we wrap up the
project, we want to have proposed
concepts that can be fed into the funding pipeline so that real things can be
built along the county roadways and
in the county area,” Ms. Zimmy said.
Marcy Miller of Fitzgerald &
Halliday, Inc., said attendees at a previous meeting indicated that the
county needs improved bike facilities, safer conditions and more areas
for recreational use for bicyclists.
Some residents said bikes are an alternative to automobiles, but while
“very desirable, [they are] not always
safe.”
“Parents want a sense of security if
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their kids are walking and biking,”
Ms. Walker said, noting that county
residents have said biking needs to be
safe, convenient and secure. She said
bikes could be used for commuting,
shopping and recreation.
“We want to create practical routes
and agreeable routes that people actually ride and walk on,” she said.
Ms. Miller said the consultants
looked at on- and off-street bike routes
to come up with minimal standards,
such as drainage and pavement treatments to alleviate pavement cracking.
She said Shared Roadway Pavement Markings could help to dedicate pathways for bikers and walkers
– “this lets the bicyclist know what’s
the best placement for them. It’s kind
of a guide.” She said this concept is
being considered in the updated
county plan.
Phil Falcone, a former Westfield
resident who was active with
B.R.A.K.E.S. (Bikers And Kids Entitled to Safety), said, “It really comes
down to whether a shared roadway is
a good choice for spending taxpayer
dollars versus trying off-road bike
routes.”
Sean Ryan, a planner with the
county, said, “One of the big advantages the county has is that it is one of
the few counties in the United States
that has a linked park system. North,
south, east, west, along all the major
river corridors there are huge tracks
of linear greenways…Originally, they
meant to flatten these things and put
roads and walkways and facilities.
There is ample room to put bicycle
facilities circulation stuff for these
big greenways through the parks.”
A bicyclist himself, Mr. Ryan said
Union County is “a dangerous place”
for bikers. “You can be the best bicyclist in the world, and there are so
many cars that someone will come
along and not be paying
attention…and you know the results
are tragic,” he said.
Andy Paluri, an engineer with the
Berger Group in Florham Park, said
New Jersey “is more densely populated than Japan and India.”
“It’s a challenge, and a challenge
we need to overcome and provide a
viable transportation system” in the
county, Mr. Paluri said.
He said he traveled highways in the
county to determine if they had shoulders, overpasses and whether off-road
bike trails connected to roadways. He
also looked at available places to park
bikes at train stations in the county.
Mr. Paluri said another goal is to
establish a corridor that bikers can
use from north to south, east and
west, as well as potential connections
to bike trails in surrounding counties
and train stations on the NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line.

Courtesy of Shelly Aberson-Narotzky

FULLY ENGULFED...Last Saturday, the Cranford Florist Shop and adjacent
structures were engulfed in smoke during a three-alarm fire. The Cranford fire
department arrived at 9 p.m. as clouds of thick black smoke poured from the
windows and flames blazed at street level. Heavy black smoke could be seen
throughout Cranford for most of the night. The Westfield Fire Department also
responded to the scene.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood
Wednesday, December 6, Police said
two individuals attempted to cash a
fraudulent business check at a South
Avenue bank. When an employee questioned the individuals about the check,
the suspects fled, police said. Police
were able to identify one of the suspects,
and charges are pending, authorities said.
Saturday, December 9, a resident of
Princeton Avenue reported that someone opened an unauthorized cell phone
account in his name. Police said the
incident is under investigation.
Saturday, December 9, Anthony P.
Moskal, 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with making terroristic threats to an individual after an
altercation on Montrose Avenue.
Monday, December 11, Andre C.
Brothwaite, 19, of Irvington was arrested for an outstanding warrant out of
Wanaque Township after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
Westfield
Wednesday, December 6, Mario Hall,
25, of Perth Amboy was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at South
and Central Avenues on an outstanding
Elizabeth motor vehicle warrant with
$580 bail. Hall was unable to post bail
and was turned over to Elizabeth police.
Wednesday, December 6, Ann A. Morgan, 54, of Woodbridge was arrested on
the 800 block of North Avenue on a
traffic warrant issued by the Perth Amboy
Court. She was released after posting
$89 bail.
Wednesday, December 6, Alterik K.
Finney, 29, of Elizabeth was arrested on
North Avenue near Hetfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains on a criminal warrant
issued by the Elizabeth Court. Finney
was released on his own recognizance
as per the Elizabeth Court, with a court
date to be set.
Wednesday, December 6, Peter J.
Breece, 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested at Westfield police headquarters
on an outstanding motor vehicle warrant from Garwood. Breece was released
after posting $89 bail.
Wednesday, December 6, Danielle
Mancuso, 18, of Oak Ridge was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and East Broad Street
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. She was

Pilot District
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

county’s participation or even be heard
on the application process…The positions of superintendent of schools, as
well as all other district level supervisory staff, will be abolished.
“The pilot county program is designed to take decision-making away
from local communities without any
guarantee of cost savings or continued quality education. There will be a
study at the end of the 10-year pilot to
determine if there was a cost savings.
In the interim, quality school districts
will be decimated and residents left
to pick up the pieces. The idea of
consolidation is to regionalize the
state’s smallest districts, not some of
the largest… The only ray of hope is
that the bill does not become law.”
Rich Vespucci, a Department of
Education spokesman, told The Times
that “all of this (discussion on selection of a pilot county) is on the legislative side of things.” He said the
department would oversee the pilot
county administrative district once it
is established.
“I am 99 percent sure our department
would not be in the loop” for selecting
the pilot county, Mr. Vespucci said.
The Times was unable to reach Sen.
Bob Smith by press deadline.

released with a summons pending a
December 20 court date.
Wednesday, December 6, Edward
Gallagher, 48, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Quimby Street.
Gallagher subsequently was released
with summonses pending a December
13 court date.
Thursday, December 7, Gerard Thompson, 42, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at West
Broad Street and Osborn Avenue and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.
Further investigation revealed there
were outstanding warrants for Thompson from the Union County Sheriff’s
Department, Plainfield and Middlesex
totaling $10,025. After being served
with summonses on the Westfield
charges, he was turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.
Friday, December 8, a private contractor operating the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Inspection Station on the 400
block of East South Avenue reported the
apparent theft of a 2009 inspection
sticker valued at approximately $50.
Friday, December 8, a resident of the
100 block of Harrison Avenue reported
a burglary at her home. Entry was reportedly gained by forcing open a door
on the porch. Numerous rooms on the
first and second floor living areas were
entered and ransacked. It was unknown
at the time what items were missing,
police said.
Friday, December 8, Jason Dirmeitis,
29, of Iselin was arrested at a business on
the 400 block of North Avenue, West, on
an East Orange traffic warrant after police responded to the business on a complaint of a disorderly person. Dirmeitis
was released after posting $110 bail.
Friday, December 8, lawn decorations were reported stolen on the 100
block of Sandra Circle. The value of the
missing items was estimated at $50.
Saturday, December 9, Anthony
Marrero, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Terminal Avenue in Clark on motor
vehicle warrants from Elizabeth, for
$580, and Cranford, for $89. He also
was charged with possession of a fake
government identification card, identified as a United States Marine Corps
identification card. Marrero posted bail
and was released with a summons on the
Westfield charge.
Mountainside
Wednesday, December 6, Oladipupo
B. Omade, 20, was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after being
stopped for improper passing on Route
22.
Wednesday, December 6, Peter Y.
Marquez, 39, was arrested and charged
with being under the influence of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS),
possession of a CDS and receiving stolen property. According to police, the
suspect was picked up at a Sheffield
Street business, where he was reportedly passed out in the lobby. He was
transported to Overlook Hospital, where
letters belonging to different businesses
were found on his person, police said.
Saturday, December 9, a resident of
Mill Lane reported one or more unidentified individuals threw eggs at the
house and front window of the house.
This was the third incident of this nature in the past few months, police said.
The homeowner said she would be
installing a video surveillance camera
and would be reporting all future incidents to the police along with the videotape, police said. There was no visible damage to the house or window
reported at this time.
Sunday, December 10, Liem T.
Nguyen, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
for DWI after a motor vehicle stop for
failure to maintain a lane.

SP-F Board of Education
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

November, “no one will vote on the
budget.” One of recommendations in
Trenton was to have school budgets in
April, but only when spending plans
exceed the state-mandated cap.
Drawing the discussion back to the
role of the proposed executive superintendent position, Superintendent
Margaret Hayes read the criteria on
which the executive superintendent
would be evaluated. She said the
evaluation stressed the ability of executive superintendents to “effectuate and enhance effectiveness” of
school spending.
Mr. Russo responded, “Sounds like
the county superintendents must cut
district costs or lose their jobs.”
After approving personnel requests
presented by Ms. Hayes, the proposal
to pay for out-of-district tuition for
students attending Somerset Alterna-

tive Academic High School and the
formation of an affirmative action
team, the board heard reports from
various committees.
Prior to the meeting’s conclusion,
Mr. Whitehouse and Mr. Del Sordi
emphasized the importance of citizen
participation in upcoming public hearings on the proposed funding formula
for state aid to school districts. The
state Department of Education scheduled the open hearings for December
18 at Burlington County College and
Kean University. The hearings at Kean
will be held at 3:30 and 7 p.m.
At its next meeting on Thursday,
December 21, the board will honor
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s marching band. The band
won the state competition this year.
Board members said they anticipate a
big turn out at the meeting.
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Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Brick Mayor Resigns
Amid Corruption Probe
Brick Mayor Joseph Scarpelli resigned last Wednesday following a
federal corruption probe spanning
two-and-a-half years. The FBI investigation has centered on the role the
town’s former public works director
has had in the purchase of trucks and
truck parts.

Corzine Launches First
Statewide Blood Drive
Governor Jon Corzine called on
New Jersey’s top employers last week
to join the state government in an
ongoing effort to increase blood donations and avert future shortages.
According to a New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services
press release, the effort, known as the
“Save 3 Lives… All in a Day’s Work”
campaign is the first unified effort
between the state and its blood centers to reach employees of state government and major corporations
through the workplace.
In 2005, the state used 74,000 more
units of blood than it collected. Currently, 2.5 percent of the state’s residents give blood on a regular basis
compared to the national average of 5
percent, department officials said.

Tpke. Authority Head
Under Investigation
Joseph Simunovich, chairman of
the New Jersey Turnpike Authority,
is the subject of a state Ethics Commission complaint. He reportedly has
acknowledged taking three flights to
and from Florida on a private jet
owned by Joseph Sanzari. Mr.
Sanzari is involved in a joint ventured that received $52 million in
Turnpike contracts. Mr. Simunovich
was finance chairman for Sen. Robert Menendez’s campaign but resigned after news of the investigation broke.

Senate OK’s Commuter
Van Safety Measures
The State Senate on Monday
passed portions of a legislative package that would increase the safety
and security of commuter van services used by day-labor employers.
The package of bills was crafted
following news reports last year that
uncovered concerns regarding the
safety of the van fleets that shuttle
low-income day laborers to and from
work. According to a press release
from Assembly Democrats, 97 percent of the 209 commuter vans pulled

over for roadside safety spot checks
were either in violation of state registration and licensing regulations
or deemed to be so unsound as to be
unsafe to drive. Some 12,000 workers are transported daily on commuter vans.
A-1321/2980/2981 would increase
fines for transporting passengers for
hire, create additional fines for transporting passengers for hire without a
required certificate of public convenience and necessity and dedicate
those additional fines to an “Omnibus Safety Enforcement Fund” to be
created in the Department of the
Treasury and to be used exclusively
by the state Motor Vehicle Commission to administer and enforce the
provisions of this legislation. Assemblywoman Linda Stender is one
of the sponsors.

Booker Fined for ‘02
Campaign Reporting
Newark Mayor Cory Booker has
been fined $78,500 by the New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission (ELEC) for failing to properly report donations during his unsuccessful 2002 campaign for mayor,
according to a Star-Ledger report. It
is the second largest fine for a single
candidate in ELEC history. Mayor
Booker and his treasurer Elnardo J.
Webster, 2nd admitted filing occupation and employer information for
56 contributions totaling $58,450
anywhere from 1,486 to 2,124 days
late. The paper reported that Mr.
Booker paid the commission $7,850
in August and must pay six additional payments of $11,775 each by
November 1, 2007. Mr. Booker and
then-Mayor Sharpe James raised a
combined $5.4 million in the 2002
campaign, making it the most expensive municipal election in the
state at the time.

FBI Arrests Developers
As Probe Continues
FBI agents arrested two
Monmouth County developers and
their business partner last week as
party of a continuing investigation
of political corruption in Marlboro.
Arrested were brothers Bernard and
Steven Meiterman, who own
Meiterman Holdings of Freehold, a
builder of housing developments in
Marlboro, and their business partner, Eddie Kay, according to an
Asbury Park Press report. Sources
told the newspaper that the
Meitermans and Kay were indicted
on charges of bribery, extortion and
mail fraud.

Officers Indicted In Alleged
Insurance Fraud Conspiracy
TRENTON – Two police officers
from Plainfield and Roselle have been
indicted on charges of conspiracy, official misconduct and theft for allegedly filing false accident reports to
further an insurance fraud scheme involving an auto body shop in Roselle,
Attorney General Stuart Rabner and
Division of Criminal Justice Director
Gregory Paw announced December 7.
According to Insurance Fraud Prosecutor Greta Gooden Brown, a state
grand jury indicted Plainfield Police
Detective Samad Abdel, 42, of
Roselle, and Roselle Police Officer
John Smith, 37, of Columbus. The
officers were charged in a superseding indictment including seven other
defendants who were indicted on
August 9. The indictment was handed
up to Superior Court Judge Linda
Feinberg in Mercer County.
Authorities said Det. Abdel was
charged with second-degree conspiracy,
two counts of second-degree official
misconduct, third-degree attempted
theft by deception and third-degree theft
by deception. Officer Smith was charged
with second-degree conspiracy, two
counts of second-degree official misconduct and two counts of third-degree
theft by deception. The indictment alleges that both police officers filed
two false police reports each regarding automobile accidents that they
knew were staged or fictitious so that
fraudulent insurance claims could be
submitted, authorities said.
“The indictment alleges that these
two police officers abused the trust and
authority of their positions by writing

Mountainside Releases
Ice Rink Schedule
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Recreation Department
is opening the ice rink on the Echo
Brook tennis courts at borough hall
again this winter. The rink will be
opened when the weather becomes
cold enough. The rink is lighted for
nighttime skating. A warming fire and
a supervisor will be provided on Friday nights, Saturdays and Sundays.
The ice rink will be open Mondays
through Thursdays from 3:30 to 6:30
p.m., Fridays from 3:30 to 7 p.m.,
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. Rink hours may change due to
weather conditions. The ice rink will
be open earlier in the day during the
week if weather conditions permit.
The ice rink will be closed for maintenance at certain times, so please
call the recreation department at (908)
232-0015 for daily information.
Children under 10 years of age must
have an adult present while skating.
For more information, visit
mountainside-nj.com/recreation.

false accident reports to substantiate
phony insurance claims,” Mr. Rabner
said. “We have zero tolerance for police
officers who break the laws they are
sworn to uphold.”
The new indictment includes the following charges against these additional
defendants, which match the charges
contained in the Aug. 9 indictment:
Marco Rebelo, 33, of Avenel, the
owner and operator of Creative Auto
Body at 409 East 1st Avenue in Roselle,
has been charged with conspiracy,
theft by deception and misconduct by
a corporate official, all in the seconddegree and third-degree tampering
with public records or information.
Eli Vasquez, 34, currently incarcerated at Bayside State Prison, has been
charged with second-degree conspiracy
and four counts of third-degree theft
and attempted theft by deception.
Danny DaCosta, 26, of Elizabeth,
has been charged with second-degree
conspiracy and two counts of thirddegree theft by deception, while
Rogerio Neves, 37, of Elizabeth, was
charged with second-degree conspiracy and third-degree attempted
theft by deception.
Rui Correia, 27, of Elizabeth, has
been charged with second-degree conspiracy and third-degree attempted
theft by deception. Charles Smith,
36, of Willingboro, has been charged
with third-degree theft by deception,
and Marquita Best, 32, of Linden, has
been charged with third-degree theft
by deception.
According to authorities, seconddegree crimes carry a sentence of up
to 10 years in prison and a criminal
fine of $150,000, while third-degree
crimes carry a sentence of up to five
years in prison and a criminal fine of
$15,000. In addition, the defendants
may face civil insurance fraud fines.
“Staged car accidents are a particularly egregious form of insurance fraud
because of the potential they present
for injury or even death,” said Insurance Fraud Prosecutor Brown. “[Last
week’s] indictment demonstrates our
resolve to vigorously investigate and
prosecute this type of crime.”
The indictment alleges that the defendants reported seven staged or fictitious car accidents between March
2001 and March 2003 and filed more
than $117,800 in fraudulent automobile insurance property damage
claims based on those phony accidents. The defendants allegedly provided false information for police accident reports from the Roselle and
Plainfield Police Departments, which
were used to substantiate the auto
accident insurance claims.
The insurance companies paid
$94,200. The case was assigned to
Union County, where the defendants
will be ordered to appear in court at a
later date to answer the charges.
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United States Senate News

My Comments On
Iraq Study Group Report
Senator Robert Menendez
WASHINGTON - U.S. Senator
I appreciate the group’s general call
Robert Menendez (D-NJ) last week for US troops to be out of Iraq by the
released a statement on the recom- beginning of 2008 and I also believe
mendations for the war in Iraq as out- wholeheartedly that without a firm
lined in the Iraq Study Group report.
deadline America will still fall short of
“For the past several years, the our foreign policy goals. I agree with
American people have cried out for a the group in their call for the U.S. to
dramatic change in our nation’s Iraq engage in substantive and vigorous
policy. And as one who voted against diplomacy to solve the Iraq conflict. I
the war in Iraq I, too, have called for a have long called for a regional confernew, smart foreign policy that brings ence to engage Iraq’s neighbors and a
change to the Middle East and brings renewed effort to engage our allies in
American troops home. Last month’s Europe and around the globe.
elections and today’s recommendaLeaders of the Iraq Study Group
tions from the Iraq Study Group make said today that implementing their recit clear that change is indeed in the air. ommendations will require an extraorIt is critical to note how far the dinary amount of political will from
discussion on the Iraq War has shifted both the Congress and President Bush.
in such a short period of time. It was They further make it clear that the
only several months ago that those of previous ‘stay the course’ method is
us who called for a gradual redeploy- no longer viable. Both points are critiment of U.S. troops were criticized for cal. Only sincere bipartisanship in both
not fully understanding the global chal- the legislative and executive branches
lenges Americans face in the War on of government can bring about true
Terror. Yet today we hear from a bipar- change in America’s Iraq policy.
tisan commission of distinguished
As an incoming member of the SenAmericans that, barring drastic un- ate Foreign Relations Committee, I
foreseen circumstances, American look forward to further discussions on
troops can indeed be out of Iraq by the these pressing matters. And I thank the
first quarter of 2008 - a goal not too far members of the Iraq Study Group for
from the one I’ve advocated for sev- their service to America on such a
eral months.
critical issue.”

Freeholders to Authorize
Contract for ’07 Concerts
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to issue
new contracts tonight to Hobokenbased This Is It Productions to promote and produce three music concert events next year.
County manager George Devanney
said resolutions would be on the
board’s regular agenda to hire the
company to run MusicFest, the
Rhythm and Blues Concert and the
Kids Kingdom Jubilee.
The board also is expected to take
action to approve a five-year contract
to 4Connections, LLC, of Elizabeth
to install and maintain a fiber-optic
telecommunications network connected between various municipal and
county buildings. The cost of installation of the network is $194,000,
with the maintenance contract costing $263,457, for a total contract of
$457,457. Elizabeth will be required
to reimburse the county $361,493.
The board approved a $500,000
contract with 4Connections in May
to install a nine-mile high-speed fiber-optic network for a communications system connecting county buildings and the three Union County Col-

lege campuses.
The network stretches from the
county administration building in
Elizabeth to Runnells Specialized
Hospital and includes the Ralph G.
Froehlich Public Safety Building in
Westfield, the department of engineering and public works in Scotch
Plains, the Park Madison Building in
Plainfield and the UCC campuses in
Cranford, Elizabeth and Plainfield.
A resolution on tonight’s agenda
would authorize a $775,724 contract
with Condata, Inc. of Sewell for “integrated human resource and
outsourced payroll system” services.
Finance Director Larry Caroselli told
the board that the company already
provides payroll serves for the county
but now has the ability to provide
human resources services.
The board will hold a public hearing prior to voting to adopt an ordinance to increase salaries of the
county’s nine department directors.
The increases range from 2.75 to 4.88
percent.
The board’s remaining meetings
are scheduled for tonight, for a regular meeting, and Thursday, December 21, for agenda and regular meetings. Meetings begin at 7 p.m.
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Scotch Plains Company
Lights Up Denver Mall

7th Congressional District News

House Approves Respite
For Caregivers Bill

SCOTCH PLAINS – Parker 3D of
Scotch Plains created a show of lights
and sound that covers the area of a
football field in Denver for the holiday season. Entitled “Symphony in
Lights,” the show consists of a threesong presentation that synchronizes
250,000 LED lights to the music of
the Trans-Siberian Orchestra.
The show was created in conjunction with Forest City Development
for the Northfield Stapleton Mall,
Denver’s newest lifestyle shopping
center. In planning for nearly six
months, the project used a team of 50
professionals ranging from electricians to sound engineers who worked
for more than 15 days to complete the
installation.
Lighting programmer Carson Williams, who received national attention for his home light display, and
creative director John Carter, known
for his designs for NYC Christmas
windows, joined in the work.

Representative Mike Ferguson

WASHINGTON - The House on
Wednesday last week approved bipartisan legislation written by Rep.
Mike Ferguson, R-N.J., District 7, to
help 50 million family caregivers including 900,000 in New Jersey who provide daily care for loved ones
with disabilities, chronic conditions
or illnesses.
The Lifespan Respite Care Act,
H.R. 3248, won House approval
unanimously by voice vote. The Senate is scheduled to consider the House
legislation later this week. If the Senate gives the bill final congressional
approval, the White House has said
President Bush would sign it into law.
Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y., is the
chief Senate sponsor of the bill.
For family caregivers, respite care
is the ability to find temporary relief
from care-giving - time to prepare
meals, run errands or simply to take a
break. The legislation would coordinate federal respite services and provide $289 million during five years in
grants to states to train volunteers and
offer information counseling and
other respite care services.
Rep. Ferguson said the advantages
of family care-giving include delaying or even avoiding institutionalized
care, which is dramatically more expensive for both families and taxpayers.
“While the benefits of in-home care
can be significant for the family compared to institutionalized care, the
cost for the caregiver - from emotional to financial - can be enormous,”
Rep. Ferguson said on the House floor
during debate on his bill. “America’s
family caregivers just need a break,
and this legislation lets these individuals know that help is on the way.”
Rep. Ferguson began working on
the legislation more than two years
ago. He said he was motivated to push
the effort after seeing the care-giving
his father, Tom, provided his mother,
Roberta, for six years as she battled
multiple myeloma.
“My own family’s experience gave
me a firsthand perspective about caregiving and how important a brief break
can be for family caregivers,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “There are tens of
millions of family caregivers across
the country who provide the same
loving and compassionate care that I
saw my dad provide for my mom near
the end of her life. In our family, we
were fortunate to have a support structure of relatives and friends who were
able to provide a break for my dad
when he really needed one. But other
caregivers are not blessed with a similar built-in support structure, and
they’re desperately in need of a respite.”
Karen Pinter of Hillsborough provides round-the-clock in-home care
for her 10-year-old autistic daughter,
Jessica. For Mrs. Pinter, respite means
receiving $40 once-a-week from the
New Jersey Family Support Center to
hire a tutor for her daughter. With the
tutor, Mrs. Pinter can take a muchneeded break to do simple things for
herself and her family, like writing
out the week’s grocery list, preparing
dinner, paying bills or simply taking
a break herself.
Eugenia and Roger Gore of Scotch
Plains use respite funds so their 13year-old autistic son can attend an
extended-day program at school,
which enables Eugenia Gore to work
outside the home to help their family
make ends meet.
Under the bill, families like the
Pinters and Gores could benefit from
federal grants given to states to coordinate and administer respite care
programs. States like New Jersey

WF/MS Red Cross
Reports on Drill
WESTFIELD — Fifteen Red Cross
volunteers from the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter with other local agencies conducted a drill focusing on “Disasters do not take a Holiday” last Saturday. The drill began at
9 a.m. with a call from the police
dispatcher initiated by the Westfield
Office of Emergency Management.
The Red Cross was requested to provide shelter and food for 30 to 40
people affected by a mock disaster.
Those of the Red Cross facilitated
the response at the Chapter House on
Elm Street. By 9:45 a.m., volunteers
were registering clients at town hall
that was converted into a shelter for
the day. By 10:30 a.m., more than 30
clients were provided with coffee, tea
and refreshments.
Volunteers provided counseling,
health services and recreational activities. The Westfield Fire Department assisted in setting up the shelter.
The Westfield First Aid assisted with
medical emergencies. Throughout the
day, the Westfield police monitored
the shelter. The Westfield recreational
department also provided assistance.
A lunch of spaghetti, meatballs,
salad, rolls, fruit, pudding and Jello
was provided to 50 people. A lecture
and an information kit were also presented on preparing for disasters.
The Red Cross said the drill was a
success and validated the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter’s ability to setup
a shelter and serve the needs of the
community in a time of disaster. They
thank all who participated, including
the Westfield Fire Department, Office
of Emergency Management, the
Westfield First Aid Squad, Westfield
Recreation Department, the First Presbyterian Church and volunteers.

could apply to the federal Department of Health and Human Services
to receive grants to establish respite
care programs to deliver relief to family caregivers.
The legislation would create a national coordinated approach among
different levels of government and
advocacy groups to help those who
need respite care to find it, qualify for
it or pay for it.
National, state and local advocacy
groups endorsed Ferguson’s bill, including the AARP, Alzheimer’s Association, Epilepsy Foundation, National Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Paralyzed Veterans of America, The
Arc of the United States and United
Cerebral Palsy.
For more information, contact
Angie Lundberg of Congressman
Ferguson’s office at (202) 226-9695.

LIGHT SHOW…Parker 3D of Scotch Plains, working with lighting programmer
Carson Williams, created a show of lights and sound for the Northfield Stapleton
Mall in Denver for the holiday season. The show consists of a three-song presentation that synchronizes 250,000 LED lights to the music of the Trans-Siberian
Orchestra. Parker 3D creative director John Carter, known for his designs for NYC
Christmas windows, joined in the work, which took nearly six months of planning.
Visit forestcity.tv/videos/symphony700k.wmv to see a video of the show.

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East

ShopRite
•Di Saronno
•Baileys

•Giori
Lemoncello

Irish Cream & Flavors

•Romana
Sambuca

•Kahlua

1799

750 ML

• COFFEE LIQUEUR
• CREAM COFFEE
LIQUEUR

18

19

32

44

E&J

Hiram Walker

VSOP Brandy
99
750

Blackberry Brandy

750
ML

1L

2199
1L

99

Hennessy
VS Cognac

99

2499

750 ML

De Laroche COGNACS

ALL 750 ML

VS

17

99

14

99

1.75 L

ML

VSOP

XO

19

3999

99

Moselland
Riesling

9

99
750
ML

Georges
Duboeuf

Santa
Margherita

Beaujolais
Nouveau

Pinot
Grigio

ALL TYPES

7

99

White
Zinfandel

Pinot Grigio

39

8

99

375
ML

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY •SYRAH
•PINOT NOIR
•PINOT
GRIGIO
1.5 L

10
899

99

9
799
750
ML

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC
•ZINFANDEL
•WT. ZINFANDEL

750
ML

Dom Perignon
BRUT CHAMPAGNE

10999
750
ML

Veuve Clicquot

35
Moet & Chandon
2999
Pommery
2999

99
750
ML

WHITE STAR

750
ML

BRUT

750
ML

Heidsieck
Monopole BLUE TOP

2499
750
ML

Absolut Vodka
99

29

1.75 L

Grey Goose Vodka
REG. OR
99
FLAVORED

26

750
ML

VODKA
Ketel One

3599
2699
2699
1999
1499
999

REG. OR CITROEN

Belvedere
Imperia

750
ML

SPARKLING WINES

750
ML

Johnnie Walker
99

28

RED
LABEL

49

1.75 L

SCOTCH
Chivas Regal
Glenlivet
15-YEAR OLD
FRENCH OAK

Glenlivet
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

39

Glenfiddich
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

10-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

John Begg

99
750
ML

3299

1.75 L

Speyburn

5999
750
ML

1.75 L

750
ML

1.75 L

Chivas Regal
99

12-YEAR
OLD
SCOTCH

750 ML

2699
99
Jim Beam 24
Gentleman
2199
Jack
SOUR MASH

CORDON NEGRO

18-YEAR OLD

1.75 L

750
ML

31

99
750
ML

19
1599
99
750
ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

SOUR MASH

750
ML

8.3-OZ. CANS, 4-PACKS

Red Bull
99

REG. OR SUGAR FREE

6

750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

750 ML

Olifant
Gordon’s
Crystal
BOURBON
Knob Creek

BRUT, EXTRA DRY OR BRUT ROSÉ

RUM
Capt. Morgan

9

9

6

2499
Sailor Jerry
1699
Ron Romero 99
12

1.75 L

SPICED RUM

750
ML

LIGHT OR DARK

1.75 L

ML

1199

1.75 L

34

36

3599
99
Tanqueray #10 24
99
Plymouth 19
Gordon’s
1499
Crystal
1099

1.75 L
750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

WHISKIES
Jameson

2999
Black Bush
2999
99
Crown Royal 20
12-YEAR OLD

Seagram’s
VO
Seagram’s
7 Crown

5L
BOX

1999
1699
1499
1299
1199

KNIGHT’S VALLEY . . . . . .

•Pinot Noir NAPA

•Chardonnay . .

17
1399

•Sauvignon
Blanc . . . . . . . . . . .

1299

99

..

•Merlot NAPA . . . . . .
•Sauvignon
Blanc . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
•Chardonnay

NAPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

750
ML

1.75 L

TEQUILA
Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE

1999

1.75 L

Corazon
de Agave
BLANCO

32

99
750 ML

AÑEJO

1.75 L

IRISH WHISKEY

1299

Jack Daniels
99

1.75 L

GIN
Bombay
Sapphire

750
ML

GOLD OR
CLASICO
WHITE

Bacardi Rum
99

19

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•WHITE ZINFANDEL

5L
BOX

Jose Cuervo
99

Tanqueray
99
GIN
LIGHT
OR GOLD

•Cabernet
•Merlot. . . . . . . . .

4L

1099

•Cabernet

ALL 750 MLS

750
ML

•Dry Sack SHERRY

31

NAPA VALLEY
WINES

Your
Choice!

BRISTOL CREAM
SHERRY

1.5 L

1299

•CHABLIS •BLUSH CHABLIS
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY •RHINE

Sterling

ML

•20-YR.
OLD
750
TAWNY
ML

HOMEMADE BARBERONE

99

99
750

•Harvey’s

IRISH WHISKEY

SPICED RUM

99
750

ML

•10-YR.
OLD
TAWNY

RED . . . . . . . .

Almaden

15 19
2499 5999

99
750

1.5 L

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•WT. ZINFANDEL
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT

•LBV 1998

•LB

•RUBY •TAWNY

9

99

...

99

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON
BLANC
•MERLOT

Quinta do
Noval Ports

TAN LABEL

1899
99
•Modus 19
•Il Ducale
1599
Opici

1.5 L

750
ML

750
ML

BRUT YELLOW LABEL
CHAMPAGNE

REG. OR
FLAVORED

1499
99
Mionetto PROSECCO 12
Korbel
1099
M&R Asti
999
Freixenet
799
Andre
399

27

Glen
Ellen

Ports & Sherries

Banfi ROSA REGALE

GOLD LABEL

Redwood
Creek

99

1.5 L

Sparkling Wines & Champagnes

(AND ALL
OTHER TYPES)

1.5 L

ALL 750 MLS

• Riserva Ducale
Chianti

750
ML

Vidal
Ice
Wine

99

Ruffino

1899

Bella Sera

99

•CHARDONNAY

750
ML

750
ML

Beringer

Rosemount
•MERLOT
•CABERNET
•SHIRAZ

699

Inniskillin

Woodbridge
Smoking
Loon

M Please check stores for Holiday Hours M

Gozio Amaretto

XO

99

HappyHolidays

SAT

13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26

2899

29

750
ML

750 ML

ALL 750 ML

99 1738 Accord
Royal

UMDNJ spokeswoman Anna
Farneski said university officials
had not seen the lawsuit and could
not comment.

Cointreau
99

99

99

ML

Most Commonly Used
Phrase Today

(Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

December 2006
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI

The show is free and will continue
until December 31. There are four
shows nightly on the hour beginning
at 6 p.m.
Parker 3D presents holidays all over
the US, including Madison Square
Garden, the SONY atrium on Madison Avenue and the Tropicana Casino
in Atlantic City. The company is part
of 58-year-old Parker Interior
Plantscape in Scotch Plains.
To view a video of the show, go to:
forestcity.tv/videos/
symphony700k.wmv. For information, call Christine Fletcher at (908)
322-5552, see parker3d.com or email chris@parkerplants.com.

Marketplace

750
ML

Frangelico

Remy Martin Cognacs

8

16

25

99
750

Prices effective:
Dec. 13 thru
Dec. 26

Grand
99 Marnier

•B&B Liqueur
•Drambuie

•Licor 43
•Starbucks

VSOP

Page 3

REPOSADO

3699
4299

750 ML

750
ML

Johnnie
Walker
Family of Scotches

750
ML

GREEN

BLACK

15-YR. OLD

12-YR. OLD

750
ML

4499 2799
750
ML

750
ML

GOLD

BLUE

1.75 L

18-YR. OLD

LABEL

1.75 L

59 16999

1999
1599

99
750
ML

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Dec. 13 thru Tues., Dec. 26, 2006. We reserve the right
to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

750
ML

Discounts
Mixed
Available On: Cases

Mixed
Cases
of
Spirits
of
Wine
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
®

Debit
Card

Page
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Sen. Scutari Deserves Praise For
Not Backing Down on Reform
The joint legislative committees in Trenton have
released 98 recommendations to start addressing
New Jersey’s financial crisis. But before the ink
could dry, Governor Jon Corzine ditched efforts to
reform the state’s pension and benefits system.
The Governor said legislation to implement a
“defined contribution” retirement program instead
of the current pension system, should not include
employees represented by collective bargaining
groups (unions). He said these changes should be
part of contract negotiations, not legislation.
When Sen. Nicholas Scutari (LD-22, Linden),
co-chairman of the Joint Legislative Committee on
Public Employee Benefits Reform, heard of the
Governor’s changes, he said he would not sponsor
the legislation as his committee co-chair Nellie Pou
did. He was quoted as saying the Legislature “has
certain duties and obligations and rights.” We congratulate Sen. Scutari for sticking to his guns and
not backing down to the Governor and the unions.
As a result of the Governor, it is unlikely any
action will be taken on the reform bills this year.
Mr. Scutari knows something about the cost of
local government. Prior to his election in 2003 to
the Legislature, he served on the Linden Board of
Education and the Union County Board of Freeholders. Last month Mr. Scutari said, “While we

support fair compensation for state workers, we
need to put an end to excessive perks that increase
the cost of government on property taxpayers.”
We believe Trenton needs more elected officials
like Mr. Scutari to work for all citizens and that
changes need to be across the board. In our opinion,
it is unfair to make changes for some and not others.
Unions oppose all measures – as demonstrated by
Monday’s march on Trenton lead by the NJEA.
It is essential to eliminate dual office holdings,
pension padding and the many other abuses. Still,
this in itself will not end the crisis. Elected officials
are only part of the problem.
School boards are lobbying hard against the socalled “super” county superintendents and changes
in how aid would be calculated. Whether these
approaches are the correct way to go is up for
debate, but New Jersey taxpayers cannot continue
to financially support more than 616 school districts, 566 municipalities, 486 local authorities,
special districts and 21 counties.
With all 120 seats in the legislature up for election
next year, it will be interesting to see if more legislators show the courage Sen. Scutari has in standing up
to the Governor and the powerful union heads.
In our view, everyone must address the problem
for the common good. If not, greed will do us in.

Local School Board Programs Face Big Impact
If Legislature Recommendations Are Implemented
The legislature’s four forces charged
with finding ways to bring about immediate, sustainable property tax relief announced 98 recommendations in midNovember. While some of the proposals
could make a positive difference if studied thoroughly and enacted carefully, the
legislative leadership seems determined
to push new laws to adoption within a
matter of weeks with little public input
and no clear idea either of their savings to
the taxpayer or their long-term consequences.
Our local board of education has grave
concerns that the proposed legislation
will not bring about promised property
tax relief to communities like ours and
will not treat all children in the state
equally. Along with education groups
throughout New Jersey, we are worried
that unintended consequences from the
changes will have a negative impact on
the quality of education in our state, which
has been considered among the highest in
the country.
The Department of Education and legislative staff have developed a school
funding formula for all districts, which
will be unveiled soon. Under the old
formula, 45 percent of districts in the
state, including Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
are considered too wealthy to receive
basic state aid, known as equalization aid.
The only state funding most of these
districts receive is for special education, a
categorical aid.
The new proposed formula reportedly
changes special education aid from categorical to equalization aid, which will
mean that districts like ours will no longer
receive the only state aid we’ve been
entitled to, since we are not eligible for
equalization funds. The special education
money taken from districts like ours will
be redistributed to middle income districts that have a need for more state aid.
But our local district still will have to
provide special education services. In
order to find the funds to replace the $2.9
million special education aid SP-F receives, the Board of Education must make

drastic cuts in program and teaching positions or ask the local voters for approval
to spend above the cap. Not only will our
taxpayers not receive the promised relief,
we would need to agree to pay even more
in order to maintain what we have or
watch our class sizes jump up.
Legislation has been introduced to create a “Super” Superintendent of Schools
in each county with final authority over
administrative and financial functions of
every school district in the county. More
powerful than the current county superintendent position, the new “super” superintendent would be politically appointed
by the governor. He or she would strip
local boards of education of the final
decision in budget, human resources and
governance matters and have absolute
veto power.
The main function of the “super” would
be cost reduction, not educational quality. These political appointees, whose
decisions could not be appealed, would
have veto power over board-approved
local budgets and would be able to cut
important, non-mandated programs in the
name of cost savings.
While empowering a county superintendent to help local districts to make
joint purchases or to promote other shared
services would be helpful, creating a “super” could enlarge a county bureaucracy
and cost more in the long run. And by
making the final decision in all financial
matters, the “super” would take such decisions away from local control, distancing education policy from parents and
voters. Even the decision as to whether a
district may present an extra question to
the voters at budget time would need to be
approved by the “super.”
Legislation also has been introduced to
move the election of school board members to the November general elections,
which will almost ensure that such elections become partisan. The purported reason for the move will be to increase voter
turnout, but the result will be to insert
political influence and control into the
current non-partisan functioning of most
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boards of education. Running for election
in a crowded field of general election
candidates, few board candidates will be
able to afford the marketing pieces and
other campaign expenses needed to win
without party backing. Good board candidates who do not see themselves as
political will hesitate to run.
This same legislation would eliminate
the vote on school budgets that are under
the state spending cap. Again, local parents and voters would be distanced from
their local schools as state control increases.
New Jersey funds approximately 38
percent of education costs statewide, compared to the 50 percent average of other
states. In the past five years the state has
not followed its own funding formula,
short changing communities nearly $1
billion a year in school aid. Property taxes
have risen accordingly to make up the
difference. The reason for increasing property taxes is not high spending districts;
it’s inadequate state aid to public education. Until the state examines its own
spending patterns and adopts an equitable
funding formula, property tax relief is
unreachable.
What we are supporting locally?
Fair, open, public debate before rushing to pass new laws whose consequences
are not thoroughly understood.
An education funding formula that provides a level of basic support for every
student, regardless of residence.
Special education aid that is kept separate from the state’s basic formula aid –
for every special needs student, regardless of where he or she lives.
A focus on educational excellence, as
well as efficiency.
The decisions made in the next few
weeks will have a huge impact on our
local education program, our local property taxes and our local control. Please
stay informed and contact our state legislators and the Governor with your concerns.
Linda Nelson, Member
SP-F Board of Education

Letters to the Editor
Westfield McMansion Threatens to
Become New Wychwood Gatehouse
Westfield is in jeopardy of losing one
of its most admired and valued landmarks. The community of Wychwood
has suffered enough at the hands of indifferent builders and homeowners.
In the Wychwood book, published in
1931, Arthur Rule, developer, dedicated
Wychwood to “fostering the daydreams
of childhood-fairy tales and legends;
woods and flowers; birds and little animals; sunshine and rain; moon and starlight; school and holidays; games, parties, birthdays- and those glamorous distant years when the youngsters will be
grown up and do as they please!”
Regarding the South Gate, he says
“South Gate is not the architectural keynote of Wychwood, but it does epitomize
the spirit which it is intended to foster in
the community-tradition, charm, and the
love of Nature. The differentness of the
architecture of South Gate is a frank protest against the besetting faults of most
domestic architecture of today —
commonplaceness, monotony, lack of
imagination.”

How ironic. I can’t help but think that
Mr. Rule, for all the love of this neighborhood that he built, is turning in his grave.
Today, the Wychwood community is
fighting for its survival. There is a subdivision application pending for one of its
most treasured landmark properties, one
of the South Gate gatehouses. The present
owner intends to subdivide the property,
allowing for the building of yet another
McMansion. The new home, as depicted
in the architectural rendering, will be
wedged between the current gatehouse
and East Broad Street, with the driveway
creating hazardous conditions, as it enters the already complicated four-prong
roadway. In essence, the McMansion will
become the “new gatehouse.”
I encourage all Westfield and
Wychwood residents to consider the impact of this most undesirable prospect and
to let your voice be heard. The Westfield
Zoning Board will hear the application
for subdivision on January 4 at 8 p.m.
Amy Jester
Westfield

WHS Junior Feels Secure with
Existing Measures on Campus
After reading Ms. Sabino’s letter last
week [School Security and Locks Are
Unfortunate Necessities], I was left wondering which school she was referring to,
because it certainly could not have been
WHS [Westfield High School].
As a senior at WHS, I have had the
benefit of one of the best public educations available in the state. Throughout
my four years there, never once have I felt
unsafe, at risk or vulnerable to attacks. As
a matter of course, I’ve found paraprofessionals regularly patrolling the hallways
and every door besides the front and back
locked from the outside shortly after
school begins. In addition, I have always
felt that there was a relatively constant
police presence around WHS (even if it is
just to give parking tickets). Indeed, there
may not be armed guards at every entrance of the school, as Ms. Sabino suggested there should be, but there is no
need for such excess because WHS is safe
as it is.
Adding regular “police-like” guards
would do nothing for safety and only
serve to increase student apprehension.
With enough on our minds as it is, the last
thing we need to see is a uniformed officer patrolling the halls or manning the
doors, monitoring our every move. Posted
guards would serve only to strain already
tense relationships between students and
authority as well as cost an extraordinary
amount in tax dollars.
A strong emphasis on crisis preparedness and high administrative awareness
to school security have provided students
with a well-founded sense of safety, and
as a four year student, I have found the
security provided for students to be more
than proficient.
I strongly question the baseless attack

made on the Open Lunch policy as well.
What Ms. Sabino neglected to mention is
the fact that a consent form must be signed
by a parent or guardian for an eligible
upperclassman to partake in the Open
Lunch program. Seeing the overwhelming amount of both juniors and seniors
who have a “Y” printed on their student
ID, permitting them to leave campus for
lunch, serves as an affirmation of the
parental comfort and support of the program. Should a parent feel uncomfortable
with Open Lunch, they can simply indicate that their child may not go out, and
the paraprofessionals at the door will not
allow them to leave campus.
As a student, I can also attest to the fact
that there is a certain measure of joy and
happiness attained by leaving campus,
even if it is just for a period, to unwind and
get food from a local restaurant. Although
Ms. Sabino’s definition of what gives joy
was rather, well, nostalgic and sweet, the
fact of the matter is that allowing upperclassmen to leave campus for lunch gives
them a chance to relax and enjoy themselves for a period outside of the noisy
cafeteria and hustle of the school along
with a well-deserved bit of independence.
In addition, I’m not even sure where the
technology mentioned in her letter is relevant; students will still talk to each other
whether they are eating on or off campus,
there is no difference between the two.
Perhaps Ms. Sabino should take a trip
into the WHS cafeteria to see students
actively socializing or watch them leave
campus happily to eat lunch with friends
before making such complaints. Of course,
she’ll be stopped at the front door and
directed to the main office to sign in.
Ben Zakarin
WHS Class of 2007

Converting Lincoln School Into
Childhood Ctr. Will Create Havoc
I am writing in regards to the January
23, 2007, voting for the $9.4 million
school bond issue in Westfield.
According to Superintendent William
Foley, during one of the many meetings I
attended during the 2005-2006 school
year, the school children population
growth should level off by 2009-2010. If
the bond referendum passes, by the time
Lincoln School is converted into an early
childhood learning center, the population
will be declining. So, is this a cost effective solution? Consider the fact that many
parents at the meetings continually stated
their primary concern was for “neighborhood schools.” In no way will this learning center be a neighborhood school. Instead it will create havoc with bussing and
added traffic. Therefore, additional parents may choose not to send their
kindergarteners to Lincoln School. Already, many families do not send their
children to the half-day kindergarten offered by the public school system.
The increase population fluctuates
throughout the years. In the lower grades,
not only is there a teacher in each class but
also aides and volunteer parents. To add an
extra three to four students to each class
should not be difficult to do. Many of the
parents today went to school with a larger
class size and received a good education. If
smaller classes are desired, enrollment in a
private school is an option.
The conversion of Lincoln School into
an early childhood learning center will
result in the creation of a tenth school.
This $9.4 million bond will not pay for the
annual maintenance cost of operating the
school nor any additional teaching staff
and administrative personnel (salary and
benefits) that may occur. How is this cost
to be paid? Perhaps through the April
school budget, which is only three months
away? No! Enough!

The $9.4 million is also to expand and
renovate both of the middle schools. Some
of the work requested to be done should
have been completed throughout the years
in slow increments so as to not weigh
down the already downtrodden taxpayer.
The Westfield taxpayer is still paying
for the science wing at the high school,
the new fields and other prior bond issues.
The board of education should pay off
some of the existing bills before creating
more debt. They need to live within a
reasonable budget as many hard working
individuals in Westfield do.
There are three issues: conversation of
Lincoln School, expand and renovate
Roosevelt School and renovations at
Edison School. These three issues should
not be voted on together. Obviously, Superintendent Foley is counting on an approval by affecting three separate groups
of families. The school board and Dr.
Foley not only want but expect the yearly
budget in April to pass, and they continue
to drain the taxpayer with several additional bond issues in a short span of time.
Again, no!
How about some cutting and efficiency?
Sprinklers for the high school operate
during a rainy period. The schools are so
warm that students wear short sleeves and
shorts during the winter months. Why?
Every little savings help.
Lastly, the January 23 vote will not be
a true representation of the population
whether the vote is yes or no. It’s hard
enough to get people to vote during nice
weather, but the weather in January tends
to be inclement. This will surely deter the
older population, many of which are on a
“fixed income.”
Whatever your choice, please vote!
Dolores Sherry
Westfield

Westfield Library Nears Fundraising
Goal, Thanks the Community
On behalf of the Westfield Library
Board of Trustees and the Friends of the
Library Improvement Committee, I thank
you for your generous contributions to
our fund raising campaign.
Our “new” library opened in 1988. As
with our homes and offices, over time the
way that space is used changes, our needs
change, new carpeting and fresh paint are
required. Such is the case with our library.
Because of your generosity, we only need
$37,000 to reach our goal of $700,000. As
the year draws to a close, we are working
to raise the balance needed.
Our library is an important part of the
Westfield Community, in part because
education is important to us. We are always striving to serve each of you better.
This renovation will make more space
available for fiction, the most popular of
our collections. We will have a teen area
for the first time and cozy furniture in the
Children’s Department. Adults will have
a new reading area on the first floor, and
there will be a new area with comfy arm
chairs and tables for laptop use.
Look for announcements of the reopening of the Westfield Memorial Library in the spring. Checks should be
made payable to the Friends of the Li-

brary Improvement Fund. They can be
mailed to the Library or left at the Circulation Desk.
Again, thank you to those who have
already donated, and to those will do so.
Cynthia Cockren, President
Westfield Library Trustees

Country’s Top Media
Just Don’t Get It
Many secularists, along with anti-Christmas fanatics, have done much over the
years to eliminate Christmas from the public square. This war on Christmas, however, has been dealt some major defeats
recently, such as Wal-Mart’s decision to
greet customers with “Merry Christmas!”
and similar actions by other retail stores,
not to mention the revival and popularity
of traditional Christmas movies, such as
The Nativity Story. Yet these Christmas
common sense victories are getting short
shrift by a lot of the top media.
A lot of Americans are sick and tired of
the attacks on Christmas, but a lot of the
top media just don’t get it.
Michael Chapman, Media Research
Center, Alexandria, VA

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia
from which flour is made
2. Terebinth – A small European tree of
the sumac family. Turpentine tree
3. Deave – To confuse or stun with
noise
4. Dichostasis – Spontaneous subdivision
ZAX
1. A blister beetle
2. An instrument for trimming roofing
slates
3. Resilient; flexible
4. Marked with crossbars
VALISE
1. A small suitcase
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or
under armor
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
PHOCINE
1. Marshy; covered with water
2. Relating to seals
3. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less snail
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
SPREAGHERY
1. The act of deriding or ridiculing
2. Violation of faith or allegiance
3. Cattle stealing
4. A cowardly, comtemptible act

See more letters on page 22.

Letters to
the Editor
Westfielder Writes Leaf
Pickup Job Well Done
So often we hear people complaining
about this or that in our daily lives. We
would like to take the opportunity this
paper offers to express a “job well done”
to the leaf crews of Westfield’s Department of Public Works. Given the miles of
streets and number of trees that fill our
town with a tremendous amount of leaves,
they have done a great job keeping up
after them.
The leaf hotline, as well as being able
to obtain bags from the conservation center for pick-up (within 24 hours), has been
of great assistance.
Thank you for helping keep our neighborhoods well maintained.
Debby and Bob Burslem
Westfield

Summit Taxpayer Tells
Of City Demographics
My recent letters covered capping budgets at the 2005 level for 2006 for Summit
City, Summit Public Schools and Union
County.
Now I turn to the subject of Summit
demographics. In 2000, the last year for
which data is available, U.S. Census Bureau counted 7,879 households, 5,378
live in owner-occupied housing (meaning they pay property taxes). There were
4,549 school age children, 3,650 whom
are currently enrolled in public schools
(so about 900 attended parochial or private schools). No one knows for sure how
many families (percent of total) use our
public schools, but it is estimated about
25-30 percent maximum.
Meanwhile 2,054 households contain
at least one individual 65 years old. This
works out to a 26 percent market share —
approximately the same size as in the
public schools.
Schools are clearly our number one
community asset, but they now commandeer a bigger slice of our tax levy than a
majority of taxpayers can afford. The
total burden of schools plus city plus
county will be $12,570 on our average
household this year. That’s another 7
percent increase, twice the rate of inflation. It’s sure to drive senior citizens and
young working class families further out
of town — the very diversity that makes
for excellent public schools.
The challenge is to back the Summit
Taxpayers Association. You are cordially
invited to join an organization of families
that is formed to represent you as a Summit taxpayer.
The Summit Taxpayers Association
will meet at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 14, 2006 at the home of Ed Vant,
Jr. located at Wellington Place Condominiums, 90 New England Avenue, No.
7, Summit, NJ 07901.
The Summit Taxpayers Association’s
mailing address is P.O. Box 474, Summit,
NJ 07902-0474. The phone number is
(908)
522-9470.
Email:
edvantjr@aol.com. For more information, see www.summittaxpayers.org.
Ed Vant
Summit

Reminding Readers
To Pay Attention
Your editorial “Public Has Right to
Know Details of Government Executive
Sessions” was especially appropriate because of the day it was published —
December 7, the anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941.
It’s somewhat disheartening, though,
that 65 years later, you had to remind your
readers that they must pay attention to
how their government operates or lose
rights that so many gave so much to
protect the generations to come.
Kudos to you, though, for pointing out
many of the deficiencies in the state’s
Open Public Meetings Act and the shortcomings of elected and appointed officials throughout the state — and indeed,
the nation, too — who stoop so low to
chip away at the rights so many paid for
with their lives at bloody places such as
Normandy Beach, Iwo Jima and the Battle
of the Bulge.
Martin O’Shea
Stockholm, N.J.
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Union County Parks Issue
Winter Sports Guidelines
AREA — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders invites the
public to visit the county park system
to enjoy wintertime activities. Winter
sports such as cross-country skiing,
sledding and ice skating are permitted in several locations – weather,
snow and ice conditions permitting.
Cross-country skiing is allowed at
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark and the Watchung Reservation.
There is no location in the park system suitable for downhill skiing.
“Our parks offer many opportunities for winter enjoyment,” said Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski. “But it’s
important for everyone to observe
basic safety guidelines while engaging in winter outdoor activities.”
The flagpole area in Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside is the only sanctioned site in the Union County park
system for sledding. Please note that
toboggans, bobsleds and other nonsteerable devices are strongly discouraged at any time, for safety reasons. The park supervisor may suspend sledding activities if there is not
enough snow on the hill or if there are
severe ice conditions. Children should
be supervised at all times.
Snowmobiles are strictly prohibited in the Union County Park System.
The county park system is heavily
wooded. The parks sit in proximity to
roadways and bodies of water that
can be hazardous to sledders and

Rutgers Coop. Ed.
Co-Authors Book
WESTFIELD – Ms. Karen Ensle,
PhD., department head of Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union
County (RCE) co-authored the book,
Small Steps to Health and Wealth.
This book has sold over 8,000 copies.
It introduces behavior change strategies to assist with health and wealth.
Ms. Ensle is offering a class focusing on these behavioral changes and
will provide her workbook to attendees. RCE will offer an afternoon and
an evening session for the class.
Also, Feeding Your Body and Soul
class is scheduled for a 3 to 5 p.m.
time slot in 2007. This class will
discuss how family meals impact social and emotional health.
Ms. Ensle speaks throughout the
county for companies, organizations
and clubs. She is an associate professor, family and community health
sciences educator, registered dietician and a fellow member of the
American Dietetic Association.
RCE provides information and educational services and is a division of
Rutgers University.
For more information about these
and other programs, please call
Rutgers Cooperative Extension at
(908) 654-9854.

snowboarders.
Galloping Hill Golf Course is not
available for winter sports activities.
Terrain of the course is considered
too hazardous for this use.
Snowboarding and sledding are also
prohibited at the Ash Brook and Oak
Ridge golf courses.
Many options are available for iceskating in natural areas. Lighted lake
areas include Warinanco Park Lake
in Roselle; Meisel Avenue Lake in
Springfield; Rahway River Park Lake
in Rahway; and Briant Park Lake in
Summit. All areas are unattended and
used at the patrons’ own risk. Please
observe all signs regarding ice conditions.
Non-lighted skating areas are:
Warinanco Park Lagoon in Roselle;
Black Brook Park Lake in Kenilworth;
Nomahegan Park Lake in Cranford;
Milton Lake Park in Rahway; and the
extension lake and lagoon in Green
Brook Park in Plainfield. Signs announcing the suitability of any natural area for skating will be posted.
The public is urged to observe any
restrictions since these decisions are
based upon the lake’s ice thickness
and other safety concerns.
Ice hockey is permitted at designated skating areas at the discretion
of the county police. This decision is
based upon the ratio of ice hockey
skaters and non-hockey skaters proportionate to the size of the skating
area. It is the county’s intention to
provide adequate ice area for the enjoyment and safety of all skaters.
The Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation & Facilities reserves the right to cancel winter sports
at any park at any time if the conditions of the park are such that the
safety of the public is in jeopardy.
For additional information regarding winter sports, call the Department of Parks, Recreation & Facilities at (908) 527-4900 between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Information can also
be obtained by visiting our website at
www.ucnj.org, or calling the recorded
message at the Warinanco Skating
Center (908) 298-7850, and the Union
County Parks hotline (908) 352-8410.

Volunteer Office Becomes
Part of County United Way

UNION COUNTY’S BEST…Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich (right)
congratulates five new Sheriff’s Officers after swearing them in at a ceremony on
December 4 in Elizabeth. The new officers, from left to right, are: Susannah
Kump of Rahway, Timothy Sadowski of Rahway, Dino Capra of Kenilworth,
Sean Perez of Union and Kyle Stec of Westfield.

Sheriff Seeks Donations
For Kids at ‘Tree of Hope’
ELIZABETH — On Christmas Eve
several years ago, a sheriff’s officer responded to a courtroom disturbance at the
Union County Courthouse. A 5-year-old
boy was crying hysterically as his mother
was taken into custody under the judge’s
order. The officer tried to console the boy,
thinking he was upset about his mother.
His mother was a regular in the court
with a long history of drug abuse and
child neglect. The young boy was use to
the scene, and it wasn’t the reason for his
tears. Knowing he would be placed in a
shelter on Christmas Eve, he was afraid
Santa Claus would not be able to find him
to deliver his presents. The officer made
sure Santa found the boy that year and
never forgot the little boy.
In 1997, Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich asked that officer if she would
like to start a program that would bring
gifts to sick and needy children for the
holidays. With that little boy in mind, the
Tree of Hope was planted.
This holiday season, Union County
Sheriff’s Officers have set up their Tree
of Hope for the tenth straight year. They

are seeking monetary donations, clothing
and toys for children in need throughout
Union County.
“At this time of year, we think about
children enjoying the fun and excitement
of the holiday season but it is important
not to forget those kids who are less
fortunate,” Sheriff Ralph Froehlich said.
The Tree of Hope provides gifts for
children with terminal illness, who have
been victimized by domestic violence or
whose lives have been affected by HIV/
AIDS. “For almost a decade, these caring
sheriff’s officers have done a tremendous
job in helping these children,” Sheriff
Froehlich added. “I call on everyone in
Union County who can lend a hand to
please join in this effort.”
While toys are welcome, clothing and
monetary donations are encouraged. Contributions of money (tax-deductible), toys
and clothing can be sent to: Union County
Sheriff’s Officers Tree of Hope, Union
County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, N.J., 07207.
For more information, call Sgt.
Marianne Hopko at (908) 558-2574.

ELIZABETH – The
non-profit board. NonUnion County Office of
profit organizations can
Volunteer Services has
also post opportunities on
moved and is now part of
the website.
the United Way of Greater
For more information,
Union County (UWGUC).
call Ms. Pepper at (908)
UWGUC-CEO James
353-7171 ext. 105 or send
Horne, Jr. said, “We welan
e-mail
to
come Director Susan Pepsusan.pepper@uwguc.org.
per aboard and hope that
United Way of Greater
everyone takes a moment
Union County develops
or two to explore our new
and supports more than 100
website
at
programs that assist chilvolunteerunioncountynj.info.”
dren and families. For
Ms. Pepper, a Westfield
more information, visit
Susan Pepper
resident, links volunteers
uwguc.org.
of county communities to agencies and
programs that need the helping hand.
Garwood and Westfield
The center is funded in part by a grant
from the Union County Board of Chosen
VFWs to Combine
Freeholders.
The center will work within the
GARWOOD – Veterans of Foreign
United Way to improve lives by bring- Wars (VFW) Post Commander Dennis
ing people and resources to solve seriClark announced the consolidation of
ous social problems. It provides an arPost 11467 of Westfield with Post 6807
ray of services such as professional
of Garwood. The new charter will read
development training for boards and
VFW Bayleaf-Leonard J. Sanders Mevolunteer managers, arranges custommorial Post 6807 Garwood-Westfield
ized volunteer projects for corporate
with address at 221 South Avenue
groups with United Way affiliated agenGarwood, NJ 07027 and phone (908)
cies and provides community service
789-0880.
projects and internship placements for
Post Commander Clark, also anstudents.
nounced that the post will be forming a
On its website, one can search for
men’s auxiliary unit. To qualify for memvolunteer opportunities for oneself, cobership, one must be a father, brother,
workers, groups or family. Additional
half-brother, husband, widower, grandservices on the website include a comfather, son or grandson of an eligible
munity calendar displaying events of
veteran and must be at least sixteen years
interest to volunteers; Donations Link
of age.
to match in-kind donations from comVFW is the largest war veterans’ orgamunity members with agency needs and
nization in the country. For more inforBoard Match, a list of current openings
mation, call Dennis Clark at (908) 789for volunteers considering service on a
2495, or (908) 247-5389.

THE LAW FIRM
OF
DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C.,
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THOSE
WHO ATTENDED THE DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST WEEK AT
THE WESTWOOD IN GARWOOD, NJ.

WF Woman Attends
Barron Event
AREA — Renee Golush of
Westfield attended the “Top Women
Advisors Summit” hosted by Barron’s
magazine in November at RitzCarlton in Orlando, Fla.
As determined by R.J. Shook and
published in Barron’s June 12, 2006
issue, 77 of the top 100 women financial advisors in the U.S. attended the
first-ever event, which explored issues of wealth management.
Mrs. Golush is First Vice President
Financial Advisor of Morgan Stanley
in Short Hills.
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MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ., RICHARD A. OUTHWAITE, ESQ.,
AND LISA STEIN-BROWNING, ESQ. WERE WELL RECEIVED BY
THOSE WHO ATTENDED.
THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND
MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE.
AS A RESULT OF THE APPRECIATED INTEREST, ADDITIONAL
SEMINARS WILL BE SCHEDULED IN THE FUTURE. ALL DATES
WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH TO
SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION,
PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200
G04436

SOME OF OUR BEST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY
Motif Merlot $11.99

Shoo Fly Buzz Cut White $11.99

The most improbable of retail holiday miracles – an affordable high quality
California merlot. Lots of lush mulberry and blackberry fruit. A fascinating midpalate with hints of clover, earth and tomato-leaf like herbs. Very food flexible, and
fine on its own both before and after dinner.

A delightful and unique Aussie blend of Verdelho, Viognier, Sauvignon Blanc, and
Riesling. The palate is refreshing, clean and dry. Lots of zingy citrus, subtle
tropical tones and hints of apple and honey. Great by itself or with lighter fare.

Louisvale Glendevon Cabernet Sauvignon $21.99

George Muller Hattenheimer Hassel Riesling
Spatlese Trocken $25.99

A great example of the French influence on South African winemaking. It has all of
the forward fruit one expects from a newer (1653) wine nation, but also has the
balance amongst the deep cassis, black cherry fruit, acid, and earth that mark great
French Bordeaux. This should cost more than it does.

The records from this vineyard sight date to 954. This is the exact example of what
great dry (trocken in German) Rheingau Riesling can be. Limes, flowers and apples,
backed by a strong acid and mineral core. It lasts forever on the palate, and will age
in your cellar even longer than that.

Roux Pere & Fils Pommard 2004 $37.99

J.T Chardonnay $11.99

A great price from one of Burgundy’s most esteemed regions. A deep core of red
and black fruits are interlaced with classic earth and floral tones. Great balance and
vibrant acidity. This works best with an hour decant. After that, it can work with
everything from turkey to prime rib.

A dry, crisp, clean chardonnay from California. Lots of pear, apple, citrus and
nectarine. Enough touch of oak to give a small hint of vanilla, but not so much
that it hides the fruit. Nothing at the price from California holds a candle, or a
wine glass, to this. Try it with poached salmon or grilled veggies.

Duval Plexus Shiraz/ Grenache/ Mourvedre $35.99

Wither Hills Sauvignon Blanc $17.99

A wonderful Aussie blend based on Rhone Valley style wines. Complex flavors of
blackberry, cassis, pomegranate, violet and licorice…to name a few. This should be
decanted for at least an hour and served with hearty red meat dish.

There are so many New Zealand sauvignon blancs from Marlborough that it is
almost difficult to make distinctions. The lemon, pear and quince in this speak for
themselves. Balanced and savory. And a steal.

Feature Special

Vineyard 29 Aida Red 2001 $79.99
From a very small, extremely good rocky vineyard sight, this is Napa wine at its
finest. 74% Cabernet and 26% Merlot. Elegant, silky and long on the palate. Red
currant, chocolate, tobacco, coffee, and violets. A great match for roast beef. Skip
the famous name brands and try this.

Argiano Non Confunditur Toscana $19.99
An extremely well balanced and moderately priced example of what super Tuscans
should be. A blend of Cabernet (40%), Syrah (20%), Sangiovese (20%) and Merlot
(20%). Lively, rich and complex all at once. Red currant, earth and hints of herb all
at once. Great with a rich leg of lamb.

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$30.99
$35.99
$26.99
$19.99
$30.99
$24.99
$13.99
$14.99

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!

10

%
OFF

Giacosa Falleto Serralunga Barolo 1996
Reg. Price $275.00 Sale Price $199.99
One of the most respected of Barolo’s producers, this wine goes for far more at the
most esteemed auction houses. Made from 100% Nebbiolo, it is full of raspberry,
leather, anise, chocolate and tobacco. Very long on the palate and as it ages it
grows more complex and delicate. Made from only seven and a half acres, this is
a rarity. Beef, lamb and smoked cheeses all work well with this. If you need
something very special – search no more.

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 12/20/06

Robert Ampeau Puligny-Montrachet 1994 $99.99

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99
$17.99
$16.99
$14.99
$18.99

One of the greatest chardonnays in the world. Ampeau holds his wine until he
thinks it is ready to drink. The 1994 is his current release. Intense honeyed fruit
flavors and a perfect smooth structure. Unique and worth every penny. This will
continue to age gracefully for many more years.

Steininger Gruner Veltliner Grand Cru 2005 $27.99
Gruner Veltliner is Austria’s greatest and most unusual gift to the world of wine.
A native grape that is fermented dry, it is capable of great aging. In the best
vintages it can last 60 or more years. Citrus, pineapple, white pepper, stone and
flowers all dance around a great core of acid. Decant this for an hour. Try it
with ham or try it in 20 years.

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy! Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

$35.99
$31.99
$27.99
$28.99
$14.99
$16.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

$24.99
$19.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

JOIN OUR
WINE OF THE MONTH
CLUB!
A perfect gift! Have up to three wines
delivered to your door each month with a
very informative newsletter. Call for details.

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$36.99
$24.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

20
10

%
OFF
%
OFF

$28.99
$52.99
$56.99
$29.99
$16.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine
Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm
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Troop 104 of Scotch Plains
Celebrates New Eagle Scout
“I enjoyed being a leader because it
SCOTCH PLAINS –A special Court
of Honor was held November 27 at the gave me the opportunity to teach other
All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch scouts what I have learned through
Plains honoring Ryan Dillon Sharkey, my own experiences,” he said.
Ryan’s Eagle Scout project bena member of Boy Scout Troop 104 of
Scotch Plains, on becoming an Eagle efited the Scotch Plains Baptist Church,
where he replaced the
Scout. Assistant Scoutsafety perimeter of the
master
Lawrence
nursery school playRosello served as Masground and also painted
ter of Ceremonies.
and refurbished the sandGerard and Debbie
box and flower box inSharkey presented their
side the playground.
son with the Eagle neckTo complete the
erchief, while Scoutmasproject, Ryan had to
ter Ed Bumiller adminsubmit designs and proistered the Eagle Charge.
vide fund-raising, labor
Eagle Scout is the highand organization. Troop
est rank in Boy Scouting
104 members helped
and is achieved after rigwith the project under
orous scout training,
Ryan Sharkey
Ryan’s supervision. At
leadership roles and a
the Court of Honor,
special project that benCleveland Bowser, a former Troop
efits the community.
Ryan’s 26 merit badges included 104 Scoutmaster and a member of
all the required merit badges for the Scotch Plains Baptist Church, exEagle rank as well as additional merit pressed the congregation’s appreciabadges in other areas. He also earned tion for a job well done.
A senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
the Bronze Palm Award and the World
Conservation Award, among other High School, Ryan is interested in
honors. The new Eagle will be recog- ocean and/or mechanical engineernized by the Scotch Plains Township ing. He has played football for four
Council at its meeting tonight, Thurs- years and has been active since sophomore year in the award-winning
day, December 14.
Born in Summit and a lifelong resi- Moonglowers, the AAA jazz band at
dent of Scotch Plains, Ryan began his the high school, playing first tenor
scouting career with Pack 34 at Ever- saxophone as a section leader.
green Elementary School and joined
Troop 104 in 2000. He has served as a
Ms. Birnie of Westfield
Patrol Leader, Quartermaster and
Troop Guide for Troop 104 and atJoins Visiting Physician
tended Sabbatis Adventure Camp for
WESTFIELD – Elizabeth Birnie
six summers.
of Westfield has joined Visiting Physician Services as a Nurse Practitioner treating elderly and homebound
Hanukkah Festivities
patients in Union County.
Set For December 20
Ms. Birnie has more than 13 years
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish of experience in the nursing and
Community Center (JCC) of Central healthcare field. Prior to joining VisNew Jersey has invited area families iting Physician Services, she was a
to attend its 20th annual Hanukkah Nurse Practitioner at Evercare in
celebration on Wednesday, Decem- New York and before that worked at
ber 20, starting at 6:30 p.m.
St. Vincent’s Catholic Medical CenA variety of crafts, treats and other ter as a Nurse Practitioner in the
Hanukkah activities will be featured. geriatric outpatient clinic.
Participants will have the opportuShe earned her Bachelor of Scinity to spin a dreidel, eat latkes and ence degree in Nursing from St.
sing, among other offerings. The Francis College in Pennsylvania and
evening will culminate in the lighting received her Master of Science deof the menorah. All are welcome.
gree in Nursing from Hunter ColTickets purchased by tomorrow, lege in New York. She is a member
Friday, December 15, are $15 per of the Sigma Theta Tau International
family for JCC members and $20 for Nursing Honor Society.
non-members. After December 15,
Headquartered in Eatontown, Visitthe cost per family will be $20 for ing Physician Services, P.C. is a phyJCC members and $25 for others.
sician-based organization that provides
The JCC is located at 1391 Martine house call services to elderly and
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more homebound patients. It has a medical
details, please contact Jodi Baxter at staff of 21 board-certified professionjbaxter@jccnj.org or call (908) 889- als that make house calls in Union,
8800, extension no. 235. Information Essex, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean
also is available at www.jccnj.org.
and Somerset Counties.
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Historical Society Museum
To Welcome Scout Visits

MEMORABLE EVENING…Westfield resident Lisa Rubin, center, served as
vice-chairwoman of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation North Jersey
Affiliate’s 10th annual Pink Tie Ball November 4 at the National Guard Armory
in Morristown. The event featured live and silent auctions, rose raffles, dinner,
dancing and entertainment by Gloria Gaynor and the Pointer Sisters. A record $2
million net was raised for breast cancer research and programs. Also pictured are
Melanie Evans Lowenberger, left, of Hoboken and Marianne Speni of Chatham.

‘Wish Trees’ Offer Chance
To Cheer Needy Families
SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents
are invited to brighten the holidays
for disadvantaged families through
“wish trees” that have been set up at
several sites in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The trees are located in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue; the Scotch Plains
Public Library, 1927 Bartle Avenue;
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue and the Fanwood
Memorial Library at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road.
It is requested that items chosen
from a tree be returned by Tuesday,
December 19, to the Scotch Plains Tax
Assessor’s Office, Room 122 in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building. The
items should be unwrapped but contributors are invited to supply paper.
Participants are asked to return the
ornament with their gift so the right
gift can be matched with the right
recipient. In addition to children, gifts
may be purchased for needy adults. If
an individual takes an item from a
tree and is unable to purchase the
wish, he or she is asked to return it to
a tree so that someone else can purchase the item.
This is the fifth year for the “wish”
tree program. It was begun in 2002 in
response to a decline in contributions
following September 11, 2001. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Welfare Department decided that a holiday tree
displaying the direct wishes of needy
children and adults in the local communities would inspire residents to
give to those less fortunate.
“Our trees have grown from one to
four over the years and the wishes of
the children have been filled far beyond our expectations every year
through the overwhelming generosity

of our residents, churches, organizations, schools, scout troops, merchants
and the Scotch Plains Post Office,”
said Marie Davis of the welfare department.
Beginning the first week of December, the trees are set up, ornaments
made and lists submitted by children
and adults reviewed. The trees are
then decorated with the “wishes” and
the collection gets underway. On distribution day, parents from Evergreen
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
sort and bag the items for each family,
checking the lists to see that each
recipient receives his or her “wish.”
For more information on this program,
please call (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 1-204.

Presbyterian Church
Sets Concert Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will present
Christmas Oratio by Camille SaintSaens on Sunday, December 17, at
7:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary.
All are invited to attend.
The Chancel Choir will perform
the piece, led by Tom Booth, with
soloists Maureen Scanlan, Debra
Parente-Rosin, Janna Peterson, Douglas Woodfield and Ralph Braun.
A 12-piece orchestra will accompany the choir and, in addition to this
35-minute composition, there will
be an opening and closing carol, a
scripture reading and a prayer.
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. For more details, please call
the church office at (908) 233-0301
or visit the church’s website at
www.westfieldpc.org.

SINCE
1956

WESTFIELD – Starting in January, the education committee of the
Westfield Historical Society Museum
and Archives will offer programs for
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts at various
grade levels featuring age-appropriate activities.
The museum and archives contain a
collection of documents and artifacts
reflecting the history of Westfield and
surrounding areas over the past four
centuries. It is housed on the third
floor of the Westfield Board of Education building at 302 Elm Street.
Highlights include items relating to
Westfield’s Colonial era, the importance of the railroad and the Westfield
Fire Department.
All programs will include refreshments and a museum tour. A patch will
be given to all participants. In addition, those in kindergarten and first
grade will have the opportunity to
dress in period clothing and leave with
a souvenir photograph.
Youngsters in second and third grade
will create a scrapbook about
Westfield’s history to take home, while
those in fourth and fifth grade will
learn about Westfield’s historic landmarks and play a group game.
Middle school scouts will go on a
scavenger hunt inside the museum
and will be able to explore completing requirements for individual
badges. High school scouts pursuing
high-level awards are welcome to
contact the museum and archives for

more information about opportunities to work on those awards.
Programs will run from 45 minutes to
an hour and can be scheduled on school
days after 3 p.m. There will be a $5 per
scout materials fee for the programs.
To arrange a visit by a scout group
or to obtain further information, please
contact the Westfield Historical Society Museum and Archives at (908)
654-1704 or by e-mail at
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

SALUTE TO THE PAST…As part of the
Westfield bicentennial celebration, people
were given permission to paint their neighborhood fire hydrants. This reminder of
the decorative effort was preserved when
construction forced its replacement. It is
now featured at the Westfield Historical
Society Museum, located on the third
floor at 302 Elm Street.

American Legion Post Raises
Funds For Camp Starbright
SCOTCH PLAINS – American
Legion Post No. 209 of Scotch Plains
recently sponsored its annual raffle,
which raised $2,000 to benefit the
Center For Hope Hospice’s Camp
Starbright, located on Glenside Avenue in Scotch Plains. The donation
was made in early November.
Post No. 209 was formed approximately 12 years ago and is presently
under the direction of Commander
Pete Breece. Other board members
include Stan Grausso, Willie Jackson
and Steve Church. Each year, the organization raises funds that are donated
to various programs within the community for special needs children.
The Center For Hope’s Bereavement and Grief Counseling Center
offers various bereavement services
and support groups that are available
to the community free of charge. Camp
Starbright is a bereavement camp that
features fun and healing experiences
for children and teenagers who have
suffered the loss of a loved one.
Professional grief counselors, recre-

ation, art and music therapists, spiritual
counselors, hospice staff and trained
volunteers staff Camp Starbright.
“Childhood should be a time filled
with laughter, discovery and love. But
when children experience the loss of a
loved one, their lives can be filled with
challenges that make enjoyment, happiness and understanding difficult to
achieve,” said Diane Coloney, Director
of Community Education. “Our camp
offers a wide range of activities from
arts and crafts, music, puppetry, sports
and games to quiet time for sharing and
expressing individual losses.”
According to the Center For Hope,
the donation by American Legion Post
No. 209 has contributed to youngsters
being able to attend the camp for free.
“All the members of Post 209 have
a strong history and commitment to
helping grief-stricken children in our
community and believe our fund-raising efforts for the Center For Hope
has and will continue to make a difference in the lives of all that are
touched,” said Mr. Breece.

THE

SNOW FIGHTER

ARDLY T. PETERSEN
ECOMPANY
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL

OR

COMMERCIAL

HS928TAS Shown
• Self-Propelled Track Drive
• Infinitely Variable Speed
Control / Hydrostatic
Drive System
• 28" Clearing Width
• Discharge up to 49 ft.

For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you read the owners manual before operating your
Honda Power Equipment. ©2006 American Honda Motor Co. Inc.

Offering a full line of models
from our popular single-stage
paddle-propelled to the
awesome 11-hp 32-in. trackpropelled. Every one is a
Snow Fighter . . . why shovel?

www.etpetersen.com
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All Are Invited to Attend
Sunday Menorah Lighting
FANWOOD – Chabad of Union
County welcomes the entire community to celebrate Chanukah at its annual public menorah lighting ceremony this Sunday, December 17, at
4:30 p.m.
The event will take place on the
third night of Chanukah on North Avenue, off of Martine Avenue, behind
the Fanwood train station. Following
the lighting, the program will feature
Chanukah gifts, treats and music.
Known as the Festival of Lights,
Chanukah propagates the message
that good ultimately will prevail over
evil, freedom over oppression and
light over darkness and is highlighted
by the kindling of the menorah each
night of the holiday.
“In ancient times, our ancestors
rededicated the Temple in Jerusalem
with the menorah. Today, we rededicate ourselves to making this world a
better and brighter place,” stated
Rabbi Avrohom Blesofsky, director
of Chabad of Union County.

Temple Coat Collection
On Tap This Sunday
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El
of Westfield, in partnership with the
New Jersey Cares Annual Drive, will
collect gently used winter coats this
Sunday, December 17. Volunteers will
be stationed in the parking lot of the
temple from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to accept
donations.
The temple is located at 756 East
Broad Street. For more information,
please contact Executive Director
Carolyn Shane at (908) 232-6770 or
cshane@tewnj.org or visit the
temple’s website at www.tewnj.org.

FUSP Church Plans
Blood Drive Series
AREA – The First Unitarian Society of Plainfield (FUSP), the congregation of which includes residents of
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, has begun a regular series
of blood drives in conjunction with
New Jersey Blood Services.
The drives will be held on the fourth
Friday of each month, with the next
ones scheduled for December 22 and
January 26. They will take place between 3 and 8:30 p.m. at the FUSP
church at 724 ParkAvenue in Plainfield.
Donors giving whole blood do not
need appointments and all are welcome. Those giving platelets or other
types of apheresis must make appointments. Appointments are at 3, 5
and 7 p.m.
Donors should be between 18 and
75 years of age, in good health and
should know their Social Security
number. To make appointments,
please call (800) 933-2566 or Bob
Sommerich at (908) 889-1891.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Lions
Club currently is holding its annual
Christmas Tree Sale at LaGrande Park
in Fanwood. Douglas Firs, Frasers,
Balsams, roping and wreaths (decorated and undecorated) are available.
Sale hours are 6:30 to 9 p.m. weeknights and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. Unwrapped toys
are being accepted at the lot for the
United Family and Children’s Society of Plainfield.
Proceeds from the sale are donated
to various local organizations, the
visually impaired and to local high
school students in the form of scholarship aid to college.

Miller-Cory to Feature
Toys of Christmas Past
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present a holiday program for families this Sunday, December 17, from 2 to 4 p.m.
entitled “Toys of Christmas Past.” It
will show how toys have been part of
an American Christmas from Colonial days to the present.
The event will feature a festive display of dolls, trains, bears, games and
other symbols of past decades. Children will have an opportunity to make
three simple, old-fashioned crafts.
Holiday refreshments will be served
in the museum’s Frazee Building.
Museum docents also will be available to guide visitors through the
restored, fully furnished Colonial era
farmhouse, located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield. The museum’s
gift shop, which is stocked with a
variety of Colonial toys, crafts, books
and educational materials, will be
open for business as well.
The fee for Sunday’s program is
$2.50 for adults and $1 for students.
Children under the age of four may
attend for free. The museum will be
closed on Sundays beginning December 24 and will reopen on January 14
with its first program of 2007, “The
Indian Medicine Man.” For more information about the museum and its
programs, please call (908) 232-1776
on weekday mornings.
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All Saints’ Church Reveals
Christmas Service Schedule
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church will celebrate Christmas with three different worship services beginning on
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December
24 and continuing on Monday,
Christmas Day, December 25.
On Christmas Eve, the 5 p.m. Family Service will be a service of Lessons and Carols. Young people will
read the Bible stories that tell of the
birth of Jesus and describe the significance of this event.

Hot latkes and fresh Chanukah
doughnuts will be available during
Sunday’s event. In addition, children
will receive a free dreidel. There is no
charge to attend.
In its Chanukah outreach campaign,
Chabad of Union County joins thousands of Chabad centers across the
globe that are staging similar public
displays of the menorah and its symbolic lights. For more information,
please call Chabad at (908) 790-0008
or visit www.ChabadUC.com.

Fanwood Lions Hold
Christmas Tree Sale
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BASKETS OF LOVE…Senior Girl Scouts from the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
community of the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council display the pajamathemed gift baskets they created to give to those less fortunate. The project was
one of many collaborations among all six Senior troops.

Scouts Create Gift Baskets
During ‘Pajama Party’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Representatives from all six Senior Girl Scout
troops from the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains community of the Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC) came together recently for
their annual Holiday Service Project.
Troops 751, 96, 821, 561, 621 and
736 participated in the project, which
this year featured a “pajama party”
theme. Many of the girls got together
prior to the December 1 event to shop
for items such as pajamas, toiletries,
makeup, journals and even some
stuffed animals.
During the holiday get-together at
the Church of Jesus Christ of LatterDay Saints in Scotch Plains, the girls
created pajama-themed gift baskets
to be distributed to needy women
and teenage girls through Heart for
Humanity, a grassroots, non-profit
organization founded by Trish
Nering of Fanwood. The organization is dedicated to helping needy
families and formerly homeless
people who are motivated toward
self-sufficiency.
The annual holiday “wrapping
party” became a tradition in FanwoodScotch Plains years ago when there
was only one Senior Girl Scout troop
(Troop 561) in the community and
has continued bringing all the Senior
troops together for the last five years.
On November 3, the Senior Girl
Scout troops gathered for a pizza party
and to create some “care packages”
for the 14 college freshmen who
bridged to adult Girl Scouts last
spring. Boxes were sent to the girls at
college campuses containing items
that included packaged macaroni and
cheese, toiletries, candy, gloves, silly
toys and notes. According to GSWRC,
e-mails immediately began arriving
from these former Senior Girl Scouts
about how surprised and touched they
were to get their “care packages”

from their Girl Scout sisters. One
freshman commented that it came
just in time to rescue her from an
unannounced closing of her dining
hall for Veterans Day.
These six high school troops have
committed to getting together
throughout the year. After two successful service projects, they plan to
have some fun at Midnight Laser
Bowling this winter.
Fanwood and Scotch Plains are two
of the 24 communities served by
GSWRC. Founded in 1957 and headquartered in Westfield, the council
provides the Girl Scout experience to
over 11,000 girls and adults. For more
information about the GSWRC, please
visit www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Plans Sunday Concert
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Presbyterian Church has invited all to
attend its Festival of Lessons and
Carols at 4 p.m. this Sunday, December 17, in the sanctuary.
This concert traces high points in
Biblical history from Genesis through
the New Testament. Carols are interspersed with scripture readings and
include choir pieces and audience
singing.
The original Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was performed at
King’s College Chapel in Cambridge,
England in 1918. Similar concerts
have been held there at Christmastime
ever since, except for one year during
World War II, and they are still broadcast by radio to millions of listeners
worldwide.
This concert will be offered free of
charge. The Fanwood Presbyterian
Church is located at the corner of
Martine and LaGrande Avenues and
is wheelchair accessible. For further
information, please call the church
office at (908) 889-8891.

The All Saints’ Youth Choir, directed by Mary O’Connor, will lead
the congregation in singing Christmas carols. The service will include
a celebration of Holy Eucharist – the
first Eucharist of Christmas.
On Christmas Eve at 10:30 p.m.,
the church will celebrate a Festival
Eucharist that will include Christmas carols (sung by the congregation and choristers) and special vocal and instrumental music from the
All Saints’ Choir, under the direction of Organist and Choirmaster
Michael Spassov. The Reverend Jane
Rockman, Rector of All Saints’
Church, will deliver the sermon.
On Christmas Day, Holy Eucharist will be celebrated at 10 a.m.
Reverend Rockman will give a sermon and the congregation will sing
Christmas carols with organ accompaniment.
Since Christmas Eve is on a Sunday this year, there also will be a
service at 10 a.m. on December 24,
which will be celebrated as the Fourth
Sunday of Advent. The fourth and
final candle on the Advent Wreath
will be lit as the church completes
the Season of Advent and prepares
to commemorate Jesus’ birth.
All Saints’ Church is located at
559 Park Avenue, across from Park
Middle School, in Scotch Plains.
Parking is available behind the
church, just off School Place (which
is accessed from Church Avenue).
For more information, please call
(908) 322-8047.

Son, Colin Charles,
Welcomed By Mahrs
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
her husband, George, have announced
the birth of their third son, Colin
Charles Mahr, on Thursday, December 7, at 3:30 p.m. at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Colin weighed 8 pounds and 3
ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.
He joins his brothers Liam, age
four, and Daniel, age two-and-a-half.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Nancy Yewaisis of Scotch Plains
and the late Joseph S. Yewaisis.
His paternal grandparents are Ann
Martino of Pagosa Springs, Colo. and
George Mahr, II of Gillette.

SIGN OF THE SEASON…Members of Boy Scout Troop 77 of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield, pictured above, wrapped up their sale last
weekend of decorated wreaths and white pine roping for the holiday season. The
sale took place in the church parking lot at 414 East Broad Street.

www.goleader.com

Why you can’t do better than Saint Barnabas
Where you receive your cancer treatment is
one of the most important decisions you will ever
make. Before you go anywhere else for radiation
oncology, take the time to compare Saint Barnabas:
Internationally recognized radiation oncologists
unsurpassed by any other
cancer-care treatment center in New Jersey
• Four full-time radiation oncologists; trained and
worked at Harvard, Sloan-Kettering, and University
of Pennsylvania
• Consistently named in Best Doctors in
New York metropolitan area
• Three full-time PhD physicists
Most sophisticated diagnostic and treatment
equipment available for accurate and effective
radiation
• The only TomoTherapy unit in New Jersey
• WideBore CT-simulator
• Stereotactic radiosurgery
• VariSeed and Acculoc: More than 150 prostrate
seeds and needle implants performed each year
Flexible treatment hours close to home
Transportation provided from most locations
if needed
Virtually all insurance accepted

Short Hills Radiation Oncology
at Saint Barnabas Medical Center
Robert Goodman, MD
Alison Grann, MD
Raquel T. Wagman, MD
Andrew Zablow, MD

94 Old Short Hills Road
Livingston, NJ 07039
973-322-5630
www.sbhcsradonc.com

Holiday Hours: Monday thru Friday: 10am - 7:30pm • Saturday: 10am - 5pm • Sunday: 11am - 4pm
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Children’s Health Insurance
SCHIP Senate Bill Advances

Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment
Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

Join us on Christmas Eve—
Sunday, December 24
Children’s Musical @ 10:15 a.m.
An engaging script and upbeat blend of
new songs with traditional carols.

Traditional Candlelight Service
@ 7:30 p.m. w/ readings and carols.
www.fbcwestfield.org

Special pre-service music at 7pm.
Childcare provided for both services.
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE…Nineteen security officials of Zhejiang Province in China visit the county public safety headquarters in Westfield on December 7. Pictured from left to right, are: Vice President Hua Naiqiang, Lieutenant
Ron Esposito, County Police Chief Dan Vaniska, Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
and County Public Safety Director Harold Gibson.

Les Marmitons of Cranford
Set January Dinner Event
CRANFORD – Les Marmitons of
Cranford, drawing members
from across Union County
and beyond, will hold its
January dinner event at Restaurant 89 in Mountainside
at 5:30 p.m. on January 22,
2007. Chef Wes of Café
Monet located on 309
Millburn Ave. in Millburn
will guide members and
guests through the preparation of a
multi-course French- influenced meal
paired with wines. The restaurant is

closed on Mondays and the event is
open to members and guests
only.
Les Marmitons is an international culinary and social
club of gentlemen who share
a common interest in preparation and understanding of
fine food, wine and culinary
arts.
For more information on
Les Marmitons of Cranford, see
www.lesmarmitons.org or email Bob
Rial,
president,
at
les_marmitons_cranford@yahoo.com.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN
CHURCH, WESTFIELD
&

BETH EL MESSIANIC
CONGREGATION

WASHINGTON – A legislative
measure by U.S. Senators Robert
Menendez (D-NJ) and Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ) advanced in the
Senate this week. It is designed to
address millions in anticipated shortfalls for the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (SCHIP) for several states including New Jersey.
According to a press release from
the senators, the measure allows for
unspent federal SCHIP dollars from
previous fiscal years to be redistributed to states in need of the funding in
2007. Without this effort, 14 U.S.
states would have faced millions in
SCHIP shortfalls as early as January
and be forced to cut critical health
insurance aid to needy children.
“Our votes and efforts on the floor
of the U.S. Senate reflect not only the
conscience of this legislative chamber, but also the values of our nation,”
said Sen. Menendez. “It would be
unconscionable for the Congress to
allow states to default in their promise to the neediest children in our
nation. I was proud to stand with
Senator Lautenberg and other colleagues in protecting the programs
that protect those Americans most in
need.”
I have always put children at the
top of my agenda, and this measure
will provide healthcare to the neediest children in New Jersey and across
the country,” said Sen. Lautenberg.
“These children needed a voice in the
United States Senate and today it was
heard loud and clear.”
SCHIP is jointly funded by states
and the federal government, and provides comprehensive health insurance
coverage to more than 4 million lowincome children who would otherwise be uninsured. Under current law,
14 states – including New Jersey – are
estimated to have nearly $890 million less in federal SCHIP funds than
they need in FY07 to maintain their

existing enrollment of children. Without a fix to the SCHIP funding shortfall, 610,000 children would potentially be at risk of losing their health
insurance coverage.
New Jersey’s SCHIP program, NJ
FamilyCare, enrolled more than
528,000 children in 2006 and also
covered pregnant women and parents. The anticipated 2007 federal
funding shortfall for N.J. is estimated
to be about $200 million.
The measure passed last Friday
evening provides the state with adequate funds to continue providing
services well into the second quarter
of 2007, with lawmakers planning to
reevaluate the needs of the state when
the new Congress convenes.
Senators Menendez, Lautenberg
and U.S. Senator Olympia Snowe (RMe.) last month called on Senate leaders to enact emergency legislation to
fully fund the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program before projected
shortfalls force needy children off
insurance rolls.
In a letter to Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist (R-Tenn.) and Minority
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.), the lawmakers were joined by 16 of their
colleagues in urging action to avert a
projected $927 million shortfall in
the SCHIP program – a shortfall that
would have forced states to cut critical health insurance aid to its neediest
children.
Help Build a Better Community

Read, Write, Report
GOLEADER.COM/SUBSCRIBE
timesnj.com/subscribe

invite you to a

Chanukah Celebration and Service

Sunday, December 17th at 7:00PM
For information call Rev. Marc Danzis at 718-520-0247 or
Redeemer Lutheran Church at 908-232-1517
Join us as we learn more about the Jewish roots of our faith!

STUDY GROUP…Jim Murphy (right) of Copies Now on North Avenue in
Westfield reviews management literature with representatives of 10 other Sirs
Speedy centers. Jay Boyle of Acorn Financial conducted the seminar on group
health insurance.

Fanwood Presbyterian Church
Martine & LaGrande Avenues, Fanwood
(908) 889-8891
Senior Pastor - The Reverend Paul F. Rack
Pastoral Associate - The Reverend Elizabeth Anderson-Domer

10 a.m. Public Worship on Sundays

Festival of Lessons and Carols
4:00 pm - Sunday, December 17
The Story of Salvation in Scripture and Song

Christmas Eve
5:00 pm - Family Service of Worship
10:45 pm - Special pre-service music
11:00 pm - Candlelight Worship and Communion

Christmas Day
10:00 am - A short, joyful service of Word and Song

On The Side Day Spa

On The Side Makes
Gift Giving Easy!

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stayat-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:
editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net
goleader.com

Buy 3 gift
certificates
and receive a
4th one FREE!
(of equal or lesser value)

Now thru Dec. 31st
Our gift certificates
come in any denomination
and can be used towards
services or products.
They are available for
purchase by phone,
at the Spa or online at
www.otsnj.com

On The Side
Day Spa
is open 7
days a week.

FREE

T-Shirt*
On The Siftdecertificate
with a gi hase of
purc
e.
$300 or mor
.
*A $22 Value

Our extended holiday hours:
Friday Dec. 22, 9am~9pm
Saturday Dec. 23, 8am~8pm
Sunday Dec. 24, 8am~4pm

908.232.6595

740 SOUTH AVENUE WEST, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

www.otsnj.com
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Multi-Level Passenger Cars
Debut on NJ TRANSIT
NEWARK — NJ TRANSIT’s first
multilevel train debuted Monday on
the Northeast Corridor, culminating
four years of planning and design,
including extensive input from customers, to offer riders a new level of
comfort and convenience.
Following a ribbon-cutting, Transportation Commissioner Kris Kolluri,
state and local officials, guests and
commuters boarded the new multilevel train for an inaugural trip from
Trenton Station to New York. The
train, representing Northeast Corridor Train 3844, departed Trenton at
noon and made all local stops en
route.
The fleet of 234 multilevel rail cars
will enable NJ TRANSIT to meet and
anticipate ridership demand on its
busiest rail lines, while providing an
improved level of comfort for customers.
“The input we received from our
customers and our employees early
in the design phase is evident in the
attention to detail incorporated in the
cars, including two-by-two seating,
additional legroom, improved lighting and updated restroom amenities,”
said NJ TRANSIT Executive Director George Warrington. “These cars
enable us to add capacity while providing customers with a comfortable
ride.”
By this spring, Bombardier Transportation is expected to deliver to NJ
TRANSIT 18 additional multilevel
cars for service. Beginning next fall,
multilevel trains will begin operating
on the Morris & Essex and North
Jersey Coast lines. The manufacturer
is expected to deliver all 234 cars by
the end of 2008.
The multilevel cars offer 15 to 20
percent more seating capacity than
the latest generation of single-level
cars, enabling NJ TRANSIT to accommodate more customers using the
existing infrastructure.
As the new cars are delivered and
tested, the multilevel fleet will be
used for additional service and to
replace some single-level cars on NJ
TRANSIT’s busiest rail lines: the
Northeast Corridor, North Jersey
Coast Line and MidTOWN DIRECT
service on the Morris & Essex and
Montclair-Boonton lines.
The 234 multilevel car order consists of: 86 coach cars (with ADA
restrooms) with 132 seats; 33 cab
cars (with ADA restrooms) with 127
seats and 115 coach cars (without
restrooms) with 142 seats.
Customers participated in the design of the new rail cars. A Customer
Design Team, composed of 14 NJ
TRANSIT commuters from across
the system, worked with the manufacturer to provided feedback on interior design, onboard amenities, seat
design, and color and fabric selection. Their participation included a
September 2003 trip to a Montreal
manufacturing plant for a firsthand
inspection of a mock-up of the car.
More than any other feature, the
cars’ seats received considerable attention from the Customer Design
Team, which recommended modifications to improve comfort and lumbar support. Their recommendation
to make the seat backs stationary
yielded more legroom without reducing capacity.
Designed for customers by customers who worked with engineers
for the rail cars’ manufacturer, the
multilevel cars provide 25.27 inches
of knee room, a full inch more than
Comet V single-level cars, and 2.2
inches more seat width than Comet V
seats.
The cars’ interior design features
large tinted windows, indirect ceiling
lighting and blue tones to produce a
restful and spacious passenger environment. Each car features an upper
and lower seating level, as well as an
open, intermediate “mezzanine” level
at each end of the car—making the
cars truly “multilevel.” The mezzanine features plenty of space for customers who opt to stand, complete
with padded leaning stations, as well
as areas for wheelchairs, carts, strollers and luggage. Fully accessible
restrooms are found in this area on
more than half of the cars and feature
refined finishes and a generous
amount of space.
On the upper and lower levels, seats
are arranged in a two-by-two configuration, meaning that every seat is
either a “window” or an “aisle.” This
design ensures that all of the car’s
seats are usable. The two-by-two configuration also results in wider aisles
that facilitate passenger boarding and
alighting, while making it easier for
customers and crewmembers to move
about the train. Four doors on each
side of the car will further expedite
the boarding process.
Each car features high-tech automated public address systems and
LED destination screens to keep customers informed. Emergency intercoms are available throughout the car
including a call-for-assistance button
in the restrooms and improved antiskid flooring is featured in the vestibules and restrooms to prevent slips.
The 68-ton stainless steel cars,
which fully conform to all federal
safety standards, are capable of being
used anywhere on the NJ TRANSIT
system and were custom designed to
match the profile of the 100-year-old
Amtrak-owned Hudson River tunnels.
The cars are able to serve both highlevel and low-level platform stations.
As the multilevel fleet enters revenue service, NJ TRANSIT will reassign modern Comet IV and V equipment to replace many 34-year-old

Comet I-series cars, the oldest in the
fleet. Currently, Comet I cars are used
on the Main, Bergen County, Pascack
Valley, Montclair-Boonton and
Morristown lines.
Extensive training of engineers and
maintenance personnel has been underway at NJ TRANSIT’s Meadows
Maintenance Complex since the
spring, including classroom and
hands-on training. Conductors, assistant conductors and ticket collectors have also received training, including familiarization with the multilevel cars’ onboard safety and communication systems.
Every system and component of
the new cars has been tested at the
manufacturing plant, at the Transportation Technology Center test
track in Pueblo, Colo. and on all
electrified segments of the NJ
TRANSIT rail system. The 68-ton
stainless steel cars meet all federal
safety standards.

Page 9

Westfield Boy Cast in NJ
Ballet’s Nutcracker

TIS THE SEASON...Spencer Pascal of Westfield will appear in the New Jersey
Ballet’s performance of The Nutcracker at the Papermill Playhouse.

WESTFIELD – Eleven-year-old
Spencer Pascal has once again been
cast in the New Jersey Ballet’s performance of The Nutcracker.
Spencer will perform as a soldier,
as well as little boy in all 14 shows
being held at the Papermill Playhouse
in Millburn between December 22
and December 30. He was also invited to travel with the company as
they performed eight shows in three
cities across New Jersey.
Spencer is a fifth grade student of
St. Michael’s School in Cranford. He
started his dance career at the age of
two and a half under the guidance of
Joanne Carey, owner of the Westfield
School of Dance.
Two years ago, Spencer was accepted to study with NJ Ballet in
Livingston, where he dances 12
hours a week. Here, he is trained by
professional dancers. He spends his
summers with the NJ Ballet dance
intensive program, putting in 24

hours per week.
Spencer’s goal is to pursue a career
in dance, with goals of Broadway,
NY City Ballet and eventually teaching in his own studio specializing in
children with learning differences.
Supported by family and educators, Spencer has become a role model
for children with learning differences
since he himself is severely dyslexic.
For ticket information, contact the
box office at (973) 376-4343 or NJ
Ballet at (973) 597-9600.
Help Build a Better Community

Read, Write, Report
GOLEADER.COM/SUBSCRIBE
timesnj.com/subscribe

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

SHOPRITE

Prices effective through Jan. 2.
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

SELECTIONS

93

ShopRite Wines & Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and
service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.

Antinori Solaia 2001

93

Masses of coffee and blackberry character in this
youthful wine. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins, loads
of fruit and excellent wood. Big and juicy, with a
long, long finish. A fine wine. Needs time.

129.99

$

WINE
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS

91

WINE
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS

92

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

WINE
ADVOCATE
POINTS

Sette Ponti Toscana Oreno 2003
Breathtaking. Dense and powerful, with grilled meat and
currant aromas and flavors. Full-bodied, round, chewy; $
massive and exciting. More muscular than the 2001.

69.99

Robert Craig Mt. Veeder
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
How big this wine got, so juicy and ripe! It’s almost over the
top, with all that heady black currant, blueberry, Provencal
herb and new oak flavor. With power like this, control
$
is desperately needed. At its best in 2008.

59.99

Pine Ridge Stags Leap District
Cabernet Sauvignon 2002
The '01 was a hard act to follow. If the '02 lacks a bit of the rich
opulence of its predecessor, it may be a more ageable wine.
The tannins are thick yet sweet, covering ripe black currant
and oaky-mocha flavors that last through an impressively $
long finish. Drink this dry, balanced Cab now thru 2014.

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

59.99

Antinori Péppoli 2003

Marchesi di Barolo 2001

Treana Red 2001

Péppoli Chianti Classico DOCG
is the archetypal modern Chianti
Classico. It combines the
complexity and structure of a
well-aged riserva with the fruity
fragrance of a young wine.
Intense red fruit aromas with
hints of vanilla. A well-balanced
wine with good structure and
nice length with fruity flavours.

Aromas of dried meat and ripe fruit
follow through to a full-bodied
palate, with a peppery, light raisin
flavor. Chewy yet ripe tannins. Goes
on for a long time on the palate.
Very well done for the vintage.
Wine Spectator: 91
$34.99

You can taste the richness here in
the deeply satisfying dark stone
fruit and earth complexities of
plums, coffee, black cherries and
spices. Very dry, full-bodied and
balanced, with a firm spread of
dusty tannins. Excellent now, and
should develop additional
complexities for several years.

Wine Enthusiast: 91

$17.99

Pine Ridge
Dijon Clones

Chardonnay 2004

Great aromas of crushed blueberry
and raspberry, with a juicy texture
and well-integrated toast and mineral notes. Nice blast of pure fruit
on the finish. Drink now thru 2009.

Wine Spectator: 90

What's so interesting about this
Chardonnay is the dryness and
the earthy minerality. There are
flavors of dried herbs and dried
fruits, such as apricots, lemons
and pink grapefruits. Usually these
Dijon clones produce enormously
fruity wines, but this fine wine has
a sleek, high-acid Chablisian
elegance.

Wine Enthusiast: 90

Catena Malbec 2004

$26.99

SPECIAL

$13.99

Seghesio
Cortina Zinfandel 2004
Blueberries, blackberries, and
exotic, tropical fruit characteristics
appear in this deep ruby-hued
wine. Dramatic, with superb purity,
black and blue fruits, impressive
opulence, and good underlying
acidity. Will drink well for 5-6 years.

Robert Parker: 92

$26.99

OF THE MONTH
Di Majo Norante Sangiovese 2005
Offers an amazing display of strawberry and
black cherry fruit intermixed with floral, new
saddle leather, and earth notes. A stunning
example of Sangiovese that should drink well for
2-3 years. Incredible value for the money.
Robert Parker: 90
$6.99

Tasca d'Almerita Regaleali Bianco 2005
The Wine Advocate's Best Buy for value-priced
wines from Sicily. A blend of Inzolia, Catarratto,
and Grecanico grapes, possessing a remarkable
freshness. This crisp, elegant white has of
aromas of green apples, white peaches, and
lemon zest emerging from its med.-bodied, fruity
personality. With good acidity and a superb finish,
this stunning 2005 will drink well for 1-2 years.

Robert Parker: 90

$6.99

Falesco Vitiano Rosso 2004
Lovely balance and clean plum, berry and chocolate character, medium body and polished tannins.
The perfect house wine-a great value. Sangiovese,
Merlot and Cabernet Sauv. Drink now thru 2010.
Wine Spectator: 90
$7.99

Wine Enthusiast: 90

$34.99

Sebastiani
Sonoma County
Merlot 2002
A great example of a coastal
Merlot from a good vintage, lush
and sweet in cherry, cassis and
cocoa flavors, yet completely dry,
and the tannins are rich and
smooth. A complex velvety
softness caresses the finish.

Wine Enthusiast: 91

$12.99

Quinta do Crasto
Douro Reserva
Old Vines 2003
Rich red, like biting into a German
chocolate cake. There’s a delicate,
refined element with meat, mineral, dark plum and cassis. Long,
luxuriant finish of chocolate and
mocha spice. Best thru 2010.
Wine Spectator: 92
$24.99

Warre’s Vintage Port 2003
A concentrated, backward effort, its
youthful, classically ungenerous,
masculine character reveals black
pepper laced dark fruits. Silkytextured in its immensely endowed
mid-palate, this top-flight effort
displays an admirably long, tanninfilled finish. Requires serious cellaring.

Robert Parker: 93

A nice balance of tannins, acidity
and fruit, and an elegantly tailored
mouthfeel. The flavors are pure
Zin: Wild berries and coffee to
white pepper and bitter chocolate.

$11.99

$59.99

Coldisole Brunello di
Montalcino 2000
Thick and chewy, with blackberry
and tobacco character. Full-bodied,
with a long finish. Really well done.
Best after 2006.

Wine Spectator: 90

$34.99

Feudi di San Gregorio
Greco di Tufo 2005
Multi-layered lemon rind, apple,
pineapple. Medium- to full-bodied,
with good banana and light
caramel flavors. Very long and
flavorful. Drink now.

Wine Spectator: 90

$15.99

Casa Lapostolle
Cuvee Alexander
Chardonnay 2004
Focused and elegant, with
deceptive length and power, this
lets lush apple, pear, fig and toast
notes stretch along languidly, yet
never becomes tiring to drink.

Wine Spectator: 90

Renwood
Old Vines
Zinfandel 2003

Wine Enthusiast: 90

95-100 . . . . . . . Classic
90-94 . . . . Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69. . . Below Average

$16.99

Te Kairanga
Sauvignon Blanc 2005
Fragrant, floral and brimming with
passion fruit, guava and lime that
remain zingy and elevated through
the long, bracing finish. Everything
you could want in a New Zealand
Sauvignon Blanc. Drink now.

Wine Spectator: 91

$12.99

Rosenblum
Petite Sirah
Heritage Old Vines 2004

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Eroica Riesling 2005

A dense ruby-purple hue, glorious
aromas of crème de cassis,
vanilla, incense and blackberries.
Full-bodied, tannic, chewy, rich,
pedal-to-the-metal effort with low
acidity as well as ripe tannins.
Should age well for 15-20 years.

Lovely aromas display white flowers,
spices, and linden. On the palate,
this light to med. bodied effort reveals
superb focus in its pure, harmonious
personality. Spices, minerals, linden,
and chamomile make up this
seamless wine’s character.

Wine Advocate: 92

$14.99

Wine Spectator: 90

ShopRite333Wines
&
Spirits
M
arketplace
South Ave. East
(908) 232-8700

$16.99

Prices & products featured are available at...

We Accept:
®

Debit
Card

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for
typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only.
Effective Wed., Dec. 13 thru Tues., Jan. 2, 2007.
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Lily Boxer, 89, Served as President
Of Local League of Women Voters
Lily Boxer, 89, died on Sunday, avid supporter of Mostly Music.
November 19, at Winchester GarShe is survived by her two sons,
dens in Maplewood, N.J. after a long Steven of Stanford, Calif. and Peter
illness. Mrs. Boxer was a
of Dexter, Mich., and two
long-time resident of
grandchildren, Lisa, a junWestfield.
ior at UCLA, and George, a
Born in Vienna, she imfreshman at Princeton.
migrated to the United
The family wishes to
States in 1938, marrying Dr.
thank Senior Care Options
George Boxer, who spent
and Seniors at Home for the
his entire career at Merck
caring support they pro& Co. in Rahway.
vided.
Following the untimely
Donations in her
death of her husband in
memory can be made to
Lily Boxer
1968, Mrs. Boxer worked
support the George Boxer
at the JC Penney Company in New Memorial Lecture. Contributions
York City, where she was the admin- should be made to The Foundation
istrator of the legal department. She of UMDNJ and sent to Director of
was very active in the Westfield Area Donor Relations, 120 Albany Street
League of Women Voters, holding Tower II, Suite 850, New
various positions including president. Brunswick, N.J. 08901.
December 14, 2006
She was an early participant and

Area/Community News

Planetarium at Nwk Museum
Tells of Upcoming Events
NEWARK – The Newark
Museum’s Dreyfuss Planetarium has
announced the following upcoming
programs.
“The Secret of the Cardboard
Rocket,” for children ages six to nine
(40 minutes), will be held on Saturdays and Sundays, January 3 to March
2, at 1 and 3 p.m. A brother and sister
make a rocket ship out of a cardboard box and, using an astronomy
book from the library, set off on a
whirlwind tour of the solar system.
“The Search for Life in the Universe” for adults and children ages
10 and up (40 minutes) will be featured on Wednesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays at 2 p.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays at 2 and 4 p.m.
“Are We Alone?” is narrated by
Leonard Nimoy in a search for intelligent life beyond planet Earth.

Westfield Area ‘Y’
Posts Job Fair Dates
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” will host a Job Fair at its
main facility at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield on Saturday, December
16, from 10 a.m. to noon and again
on Tuesday, December 19, from 6
to 8 p.m.
The “Y” offers job opportunities year-round for those ages 16
and up. Opportunities are available in the morning, afternoon or
evening in departments such as
Sports, Membership and School
Age Child Care, among other areas. Staff from various departments will be on hand to answer
specific questions during Job Fair
hours.
Refreshments will be served on
both dates. Participants who apply and are selected for a position
in December will be entered in a
raffle to win prizes. Interested persons who cannot attend the Job
Fair events may call Rose Mary
Castellone at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 268, for a list of opportunities or they may visit
www.westfieldynj.org.

Special hours for programs have
been posted. On January 15 and February 19, the planetarium will feature “Cardboard Rocket” at 1 and 3
p.m. and “The Search for Life in the
Universe” at 2 and 4 p.m.
On February 21, 22 and 23, the
planetarium will feature “The Search
for Life in the Universe” at 2 p.m.
and “Cardboard Rocket” at 3 p.m.
“The Saturn Exhibit, Exploring a
Celestial Wonder,” is on display
Wednesday through Friday from
noon to 5 p.m. and Saturdays and
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
Cassini spacecraft is exploring
Saturn’s rings and moons to provide
a better understanding of the planet.
Planetarium tickets are $3 for
adults, $2 for children under 12, senior citizens and college students.
Planetarium tickets must be purchased at the information desk upon
entering the museum. Coupons and
complimentary tickets must also be
redeemed at this time. Tickets go on
sale as soon as the museum opens on
a first-come, first-served basis only.
Participants are advised to arrive
early. Seating is limited, programs
begin promptly and latecomers cannot be admitted. The planetarium is
not recommended for children under age four and strollers are not
permitted. An adult must accompany
all children.
For regular updates, please call
the Newark Skyline at (973) 5966529
or
log
on
to
www.newarkmuseum.org/planetarium. The suggested museum admission is $7 for adults and $3 for
children.
The Dreyfuss Planetarium is
housed in the Newark Museum, located at 49 Washington Street in the
Downtown Arts District of Newark.
Public hours are noon to 5 p.m.
Wednesday through Friday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. The Museum Café is open
Wednesdays through Sundays from
noon to 3:30 p.m. Attended parking
is available for a nominal fee. For
more information, please call (973)
596-6550.

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150
www.puglisi-insurance.com

Our 67th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”
A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.
Specializing in:
• Attorneys • Physicians Offices
• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

– Obituaries –
Robert Mitchell, 54, Investment Banker,
Coach and Former Westfield Resident
Robert W. Mitchell of Darien, four children, Robert W. Mitchell,
Conn. passed away on Monday, De- Jr., Justin B. Mitchell, Christopher
cember 4, at New York University H. Mitchell and Charles D. Mitchell,
Hospital in New York City.
all of Darien. Also surHe was 54.
viving are two brothers,
Born June 13, 1952 in
Peter Mitchell of
Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., he was
Underhill, Vt. and Frank
the son of the late Horace
Mitchell
of
and Thursa (Harlow)
Bloomington, Ind.; a
Mitchell. He grew up in
sister, Margaret Russell
Westfield and had been a
of Rockport, Mass.; six
Darien resident since 1982.
nephews and three
Mr. Mitchell received a
nieces.
Bachelor of Arts degree from
A funeral service was
Marietta College and a Masheld on Saturday, Deter of Business Administra- Robert W. Mitchell cember 9, at St. Luke’s
tion degree from NortheastEpiscopal Church in
ern University. He was an investment Darien. Burial followed at Spring
banker with Chemical Bank, Credit Grove Cemetery in Darien.
Swisse First Boston and R.B.S. GreenArrangements were by the Edward
wich Capital Corporation.
Lawrence Funeral Home in Darien.
He coached Darien youth soccer
In lieu of flowers, memorial donafor over 10 years and was a member tions may be made to Swim Across
of Woodway Country Club in Darien. America, One International Place,
He is survived by his wife, Sue- Suite 4600, Boston, Mass. 02110.
December 14, 2006
Ellen H. Mitchell of Darien, and his

Joseph L. Brunton, 76, Navy Veteran;
Worked at Echo Lake Country Club
Joseph L. Brunton, 76, of Cranford
died on Friday, December 8, at the
Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Clark.
Born in Staten Island, N.Y., he had
lived in Bayonne before moving to
the Cranford area 30 years ago.
Mr. Brunton had been a bartender
at the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield prior to retiring 10 years
ago. Earlier, he had worked for Wells
Fargo and also had been a Bayonne
police officer.
A United States Navy veteran, Mr.
Brunton was a member of American
Legion Post No. 328 in Clark and of

the Knights of Columbus Monsignor Walsh Council No. 5437 of
Garwood.
Surviving are five children, Ann
Brunton, Timothy Brunton, Alison
Dooley, Mary Webb and Robert
Brunton, and eight grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, December 11, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 West North Avenue in Cranford.
December 14, 2006

Open Auditions Scheduled
To Cast The Exonerated
AREA – The First Unitarian Society of Plainfield (FUSP) has announced that open auditions will be
held for The Exonerated, a play by
Jessica Blank and Erik Jensen that
will be presented by Act IV Productions at the FUSP’s Parish Theater.
The theater is located at the FUSP
church at 724 Park Avenue in
Plainfield. FUSP’s congregation includes residents of Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.
The Exonerated dramatizes the
real-life stories of six innocent citizens who spent anywhere from three
to 20 years on death row until DNA
testing proved that they had all been

U.C. Retired Educators
Reveal Luncheon Date
AREA – The Union County Retired Educators Association will hold
a winter luncheon on Tuesday, January 9, 2007, at the Cranford Community Center (first floor), located at
224 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.
The business meeting will begin at
noon. Jan Allen of the New Jersey
State Department of Banking and Insurance will present a program entitled “Identity Theft…It could be
you! Part 2.”
For tickets, send $12 to Winifred
Cohen, 230 N. Marblehead Lane,
Monroe Township, N.J. 08831 by
Tuesday, January 2. For more information, please call (609) 395-9149.

falsely convicted. Each of the six
stories is related in the first person,
using free-flowing flashbacks to
highlight selected events.
The characters are between 30 and
60 years old and include three to
four African-American men; one African-American woman; four white
men and two white women.
Auditions will be held on Wednesday, December 20, from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. and Tuesday, January 2, from 7
to 10 p.m.
Rehearsal dates are January 4, 9,
11, 16, 18, 23, 25 and 30 from 7 to 10
p.m. and February 1, 6, 7 and 8 from
7 to 10 p.m. Performances will take
place on Friday and Saturday, February 9 and 10, at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
February 11, at 3 p.m. For more
information, please call the FUSP
church at (908) 756-0750.

Single Jewish Friends
Announce Luncheon

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Anna E. Mihm, 89

Church in Westfield, with late morning interment to take place Saturday at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
The family specifically requests,
in lieu of flowers, only small donations to St. Jude Research Hospital
or Kaiser Hospice Tri-Center, designated “in memory of Lena M.
Calderone.” For further information, please contact the Dooley Colonial Home.
December 14, 2006

Edward S. Jones, 86
Edward Stanley Jones, 86, of
Westfield died on Monday, December 11, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on November 24, 1920, he was the son of the
late Edward J. and Edna Seaman
Jones. He lived in Westfield since
1946.
Mr. Jones had been employed as a
machinist with Western Electric, now
AT&T, for about 30 years before retiring in 1981.
He served in the United States Army
during World War II and was awarded
a Purple Heart.
Mr. Jones was a member of the
Telephone Pioneers of America and
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 11467
of Westfield.
His wife, Ruth R. Jones, predeceased him in 1980.
Surviving are a stepdaughter, Judith
Capobianco of Hawaii, and a stepson, Richard Rann of Massachusetts.
A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, December 12, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield. The Reverend Herb
Freeland officiated.
December 14, 2006

Anna E. Mihm, 89, of Westfield
died on Sunday, December 10, at
Father Hudson House in Elizabeth.
Born in Philadelphia, Pa., she lived
in Lindenwold before moving to
Westfield in 1996.
Mrs. Mihm was a member of the
All Saints Crafters at the All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains
and a former member of St. Lawrence
Roman Catholic Church in
Lindenwold.
She was predeceased by her husband, William J. Mihm, in 1994; her
son, William J. Mihm, Jr., in 1963,
and her granddaughter, Maureen
Mihm, in 1994.
Surviving are her son, Thomas
Mihm; her daughter, Mary Ann
Sharpe; her sister, Margaret Mary
Lamb; three grandchildren, Thomas
Mihm and Geoffrey and David
Sharpe, and three great-grandchildren, Thomas and Andrew Mihm and
Madeleine Sharpe.
Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. today, Thursday, December 14,
at the All Saints Church, 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Interment
will be tomorrow, Friday, December
15, at New St. Mary’s Cemetery in
Bellmawr.
Arrangements are under the direction of the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

Herc J. Pensa, 73, of Longwood,
Fla. died on Monday, December 4, in
Florida.
A native of Westfield, he graduated
with the Class of 1951 from Westfield
High School. His father, Hercules
“Ack” Pensa, had been employed with
The Westfield Leader as a printer for
many years and retired from the company in the early 1970s.
Mr. Pensa earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in 1955 from Duke
University in Durham, N.C., where
he was a member of the Kappa Sigma
fraternity. He had lived with his family in Madison for many years before
moving to Florida in 1986.
Prior to retiring, he had worked in
the automotive industry in sales and
management.
He will be sorely missed by Lynne,
his wife of 51 years; his son, Ross of
Longwood, Fla.; his daughter, Laura
Roch of Warwick, R.I., and his granddaughter, Morgan Pensa of Merrills
Inlet, S.C.
A memorial service will be held for
him at 11 a.m. on Saturday, December 16, in the chapel of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Interment
will be at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

December 14, 2006

December 14, 2006

Herc J. Pensa, 73

Education News

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

FAMIL
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· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Lena M. Calderone, 90, who was
a Westfield resident for over 80 years
and was an active participant in senior activities, died on Monday, December 11, at home in Mission
Viejo, Calif.
Born in Roselle Park, she lived
most of her life in Westfield before
joining her son’s family in Southern California. Mrs. Calderone’s
first and foremost love was being a
homemaker, but she also enjoyed
her part-time role as assistant supervisor for food services at the
former Hahne and Co. in Westfield.
In California, she was elected to
The Golden Girls of the Atimonan
Circle, a Southern California philanthropic organization for senior
citizens. She also was active in numerous Mission Viejo senior activities and helped organize information outreach programs aimed at
educating seniors about better nutrition and the community’s many
senior services.
Mrs. Calderone additionally was
an active member of the Roman
Catholic Church and attended mass
regularly at The Mission of San
Juan Capistrano.
Surviving are her son, Hugo
Calderone, Jr.; her daughter-in-law,
Teresa Calderone; her granddaughter, Alana Marie Calderone, and her
brother, Ralph Englese.
Visitation will be held tomorrow,
Friday, December 15, from 7 to 9
p.m. at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
A Funeral Mass will be offered at
10 a.m. on Saturday, December 16,
at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic

Hillside Cemetery

“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga

Lena M. Calderone, 90, Was Involved
In Philanthropic and Outreach Efforts

AREA – The Circle of Single
Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a
Meet and Eat Lunch on Sunday,
December 24, at noon at Betucci’s
Brick Oven Italian Restaurant,
located at Route 1 North and 899
St. Georges Avenue in
Woodbridge. The cost is $3 plus
the price of a meal/tip off the
menu. To respond, please call
Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

BOOKKEEPERS…Jeanette Munoz, principal of Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield, announced that 100 books will be donated to children in need through
the Scholastic Book Club’s “Classrooms Care” program. Jackie Gordon entered
her second grade class at Jefferson School into the program. Her students
responded by reading more than 100 books in less than a month’s time. The books
will be donated in honor of Miss Gordon’s class.
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The Bumpy Road of Art on a Cart

The weekly column written by local high school students

By MARCIA KANTER
Elementary Art Teacher, Westfield Public Schools

WHS Student: Good-Bye
Abercrombie, Hello Me
By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Take a moment to envision a world
where everyone looks exactly the
same. Imagine walking to school every morning behind a thousand clones
of yourself, blending in literally perfectly with all of your classmates and
never having the stress of choosing
clothes that are “acceptable” to wear.
There would be no such thing as
diversity, popularity would not exist
and the term “labels” would be foreign to all. Some people might enjoy
living in this kind of environment
devoid of jealousy and social class,
whereas others who dare to be different would oppose.
Unfortunately, for those who would
not mind living in constant sameness,
no one on this earth is similar in all
ways. Since everybody is different, at
some point in our lives, we are all
judged.
The timeframe in which “labels”
are dominant above everything is
during the three years of middle
school. If you were to visit Edison or
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools, you
would see about 90 percent of the
students trolling the hallways bedecked in Abercrombie and Fitch from
head to toe.
Try asking any sixth- to eighthgrade student if he or she would prefer wearing a unique, stylish shirt
from Old Navy, or just any old teeshirt that reads Abercrombie and Fitch
in bold lettering across the chest.
Chances are, the most popular response would be: Abercrombie and
Fitch.
For some reason, middle schoolers
deal with the stress of having to wear
brand name clothing in order to look
the part and fit in. Little do they know,
when their intermediate school career comes to an end, all of that will
change.
Westfield High School (WHS) consists of independent students who are
no longer shy about expressing their
individuality. Labels are officially insignificant, which allows every person, no matter who they are, to purchase the clothes they want to wear;
not just the ones everybody else has.
It is relieving to see a flourishing
diversity in people around the school.

Students, regardless of where they
stand on the throne of popularity, are
free to choose comfortable sweat
pants over tight Abercrombie jeans
that drain the oxygen out of you.
Freshmen, like myself, begin to
realize that we are no longer as sheltered as we were in middle school,
which forces us to stop hiding from
who we truly are, and follow our own
conscience, beliefs and taste. This
makes clothes shopping in high school
much less nerve-wracking; unlike
middle school, you will still be talked
to even if you are not wearing a brandname sweatshirt.
Labels no longer determine one’s
popularity status once they enter
WHS. Being able to buy an outfit
from the store of your choice that
deeply defines you (and actually wear
it) is one of the greatest feelings in the
world. High school is a time to leave
the materialistic pressures behind, and
intermingle with everyone. Most importantly, high school is a time for
people to befriend you based upon
your personality…not where you
bought your shoes.
Alexa Zepka is a freshman at WHS.

FW’s Dyckman Named
Commended Student
SCOTCH PLAINS –The principal, Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, of
Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains, announced that senior Megan
Dyckman of Fanwood has been
named among the Commended Students in the 2007 National Merit
Scholarship Program.
The principal will present a letter
of commendation from the school
and National Merit Scholarship Corporation, which conducts the program.
About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are recognized for their academic promise.
Although they will not compete for
the 2007 Merit Scholarship awards,
Commended Students placed among
the top 5 percent of more than 1.4
million students who entered the 2007
competition by taking the 2005 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT).
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THANKS TO OUR VETERANS…Cub Scouts Peter Hunziker and J.D. Marner,
Pack 73, from Holy Trinity Interparochial School, make Thanksgiving cards for
the veterans living at the Veterans Administration home in Lyons at the November pack meeting.

St. Bart’s Announces First
Marking Period Honor Roll
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew School in Scotch Plains
congratulated the following students
for their academic achievements during the first marking period.
Students earning the Principal’s
Award are eighth graders: Colleen
Cassidy, Kara Gaynor, Diana Ngo,
Laura Sammon and William Shore;
seventh graders: Sabine Cardio, Mary
Soorial, Anthony Krajcsik, Amanda
Searls and Ananya Sen Gupta; sixth
graders: Caitlin Carroll, Caitlin
Conroy, Annabelle Ponterdolph,
Nicole Viviano and Thomas Wang;
and fifth graders: Douglas Cassidy,
Jane Lestarchick, Apriele Minnott,
Gabriella Guardascione and Michelle

Rinaldo.
Earning first honors are eighth graders: Joseph Carroll, Kaitlyn Magnus,
Caroline Nucatola, Bridget Ryan and
Ellen Tomljanovic; seventh graders:
Antony Livingstone, Blair Bamrick,
Daniel Quintin and Mary Leahy; sixth
graders: Colleen Dow, Molly Gaynor,
Gabrielle Gubernat, Rose Victoria
Irace, Kate Long, Patricia Magnus,
Sydni McCauley, Lyndsay Reed,
Kathleen Ryan, Sophie Sabatell, Tara
Sweeney and Earl Verlarde; and fifth
graders: Nicole Conti, Alton Lutz,
Danver Quintin, Yohance Huggins,
Daniel Leahy and Bridget Pepe.
Earning second honors are eighth
graders: Stephan Cardio, Oliver
Howarth, John Luongo and Linsey
Phelan; seventh graders: Matthew
Donaway, Edward Lopez, Corrine
Luongo, Chanise Roberson, Megan
Trollo, Kurtis Walcott, Francis
Degnan and Keith Monteiro; sixth
graders: Danielle Galasso, Jessica
Howard and Ryan Sawchuk; and fifth
graders: John Ferry and Gregory
Mayers.

Art on a cart forces the art teacher to
eliminate or curtail valuable lessons and
media. It’s one thing to have a monthlong, messy papier-mâché lesson in an art
room- it’s another thing to bring it into
another teacher’s space.
Clay, a valuable manipulative for young
children, fell by the wayside during my last
stint on a cart. Bags of clay weighing 25 to
50 pounds are fine in an area of an art room,
but too heavy to manage on an art cart.
Storage of materials and projects in
progress are limited and haphazard. Despite the cooperative attitude of my fellow
classroom teachers, my needs and theirs
often differ or clash. I am encroaching on
their space when I move desks or make a
mess. Classroom teachers sometimes feel
they can’t use their prep periods (with their
classroom resources close at hand) to fullest advantage while an active and animated art lesson is going on around them.
And what about the children themselves? They need to move around during
the day. Often, especially in inclement
weather, they never leave their own classroom. An art or music room gives them a
chance to experience a more relaxed and
artistically creative environment.
When I had an art room, the students
used to love to see displays of projects
done by other classes and grade levels. I
also had my own library of resource materials at hand.
I cannot carry all the books and prints
we could refer to on a cart at any one time.
We could work large and cooperatively in
an art room. Now, kindergarten and firstgrade desks and tables are so small that
there is no room for large paper (on which
young children should work) as well as
the media with which to draw and paint.
If we had an art room, time would not
be wasted setting up and breaking down
the still life. It could be set up on a
centrally located platform, visible to all
the children, and remain in position for as
long as the project was underway.
Only one set of props would be needed,
instead of five separate sets, and the general materials such as glue, scissors, tissue, etc. would also remain out and available for each succeeding class without
necessitating separate distribution and
collection for each class.
I have to stop work five minutes early

in order to collect artwork (to be stored in
a plastic bin) and bag and collect the stilllife props to send down the hall to the next
class.
Every day, I spend about two hours
before school starts preparing my little
rolling cart with jars of paint, boxes of
concentrated tempera paint blocks, water
cups, brushes, paper and other materials
necessary to teach various elementary art
classes throughout the day.
There is no central place to set up a
demonstration or distribution table, so I
work off the cart and oust a student temporarily so I may demonstrate at his desk.
It takes about 10 minutes to set up, another five to review and now we can,
finally, start painting.
After only 20 or 25 minutes to work, just
when we’ve hit our rhythm, it’s time to stop
and collect materials. To avoid spills and
collisions, no one is allowed out of their
seats except for the designated helpers.
My cart is too crowded to carry extra
sets of brushes and cups so I, meanwhile,
am washing brushes and water cups to be
used in the next class and trying to supervise the cleanup.
Westfield prides itself on its appreciation and promotion of the arts. To quote a
former colleague, Kathy Kelly, “A dedicated space for Art and Music should be
a top priority – it speaks volumes to the
community about art’s rightful place in
the school curriculum (and a child’s life),
not merely as a teacher’s prep period, but
as an important (and integral) part of the
student body’s education.
“It provides an outlet for creative energy
and allows the art specialists to fully expand
the art program incorporating variety and
differentiation into the creative process.
With everything at the fingertips of the art
teacher and the budding young artist, the
child’s imagination can soar knowing that
all art media will be available to use.”
With all the district’s emphasis on differentiation, art, the most differentiated and
individualistic activity, deserves its own
space* in which children can explore a vast
array of media, techniques and resources in
order to attain their greatest potential.
* (Note: One of the key proposals of the
school bond referendum of January 23 is
to free up space in the elementary schools
and provide the opportunity for art/music
rooms by centralizing kindergarten at
Lincoln School.)

Dr Arida is dedicated to providing you
with today’s most advanced cosmetic and
restorative dentistry in a relaxed and
pampered setting. For your healthy,
beautiful smile and convenience:

Megan Dyckman

•Invisalign® Clear Braces
•Teeth Whitening
•Complete Smile Makeover
•Tooth-Colored Fillings
•Porcelain Veneers, Cosmetic Bonding
•Nitrous Oxide Sedation
•Crowns, Bridges & Implants
•Over 23 Years Experience
•Voted to “America’s Top Dentists”
•Member American Academy
of Cosmetic Dentistry
•Early Morning, Evening, Saturday Appointments
•Flat Screen Televisions in Room

Great Holiday Offer!
For New Patients thru Dec. 31, 2006
Custom made Home Whitening
Kit at Half Fee.
Holiday Gift Cards Available
KENNETH W. ARIDA, DDS
Graduate: L.D. Pankley Institute for Advanced
Dental Education, Key Biscayne, FL

908 654 6262

DDS: State University of New York School
of Dentistry, Buffalo, NY
Residency: General Dentistry, Jersey Shore
Medical Center, Neptune, NJ

131 SOUTH ELUCID AVENUE • WESTFIELD • www.drarida.com
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME • FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS, INCLUDING CARECREDIT ®• FREE PARKING

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield
(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com
Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available
New Kindergarten Connection Program
We are entering our 55th year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!
Open Registration is
February 5th & 6th, 2007.

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour
of our Facility.

We couldn’t
keep this
under our hat.

You Can Earn a Full
Semester of credit
in just 12 days!
•
All Classes are on the
Cranford Campus
•

For information call 908-709-7518
– or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu

Winter Session begins Tuesday December 26, 2006
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CF High School Student
Teaches SP-F Brownies
CRANFORD — Kaley Francis, a
junior at Cranford High School
(CHS), spent the afternoon of Sunday, November 26, teaching the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) thirdgrade Brownies of Troop 417 how to
make friendship bracelets.
The event was hosted at the Scotch
Plains home of Girl Scout leader Lisa
Lesiak. The girls, who all attend Brunner
Elementary School, were given stepby-step instructions on how to make
the woven jewelry. They were given a
brief history of the bracelet and information on what each color stands for.
As part of a college level introductory education course called Ready,
Set Teach at CHS, which is taught by
teacher Barbara Narus, Kaley was
required to teach a skill to a young
group of students as part of a community service teaching assignment.
At the end of Sunday’s class, Ms.
Lesiak was required to complete an
evaluation of the session. Kaley was
rated on categories such as planning
and preparation, classroom environment, instruction and professionalism.
Ready-Set-Teach gives high school
students with an interest in the education field an opportunity to experience
teaching firsthand. The curriculum
focuses on qualities to be an effective
teacher, communication skills, the
brain and learning, diverse learning
styles and the multiple intelligences.

Park Middle School
Announces Honor Rolls

Student teaching is the final experience each student has. A Cranford
district teacher offers an elementary
class for a high school to teach. Kaley
will earn college credit upon successfully completing the course.

SCOTCH PLAINS –Park Middle
School Principal Lisa Rebimbas announced the first marking period
honor rolls:

Sixth Grade
Distinguished

Local Students Make
Wardlaw Honor Roll
AREA – Ann Hergenrother, Middle
School Head at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, has announced the
First Trimester Honor Roll for the 20062007 academic year. Students listed with
an asterisk have earned Honor Roll with
Distinction status.Area students include:
8th Grade
Adrianna Davis – Westfield
Raj Merchant – Scotch Plains
Peter Minnium, Jr. – Scotch
Plains
7th Grade
Catherine Badalamenti * –
Scotch Plains
Billy Buchbinder * – Scotch
Plains
Jessica Clarke – Scotch Plains
Brian Downing *– Scotch Plains
David Monte *– Scotch Plains
6th Grade
Katie Buchbinder * – Scotch
Plains
Kyle Hewett – Westfield
Haley Needle – Scotch Plains
Megha Reddy * – Scotch Plains

LENDING A HELPING HAND…Cranford High School (CHS) junior Kaley
Francis taught the Scotch Plains-Fanwood third grade Brownies of Troop 417
how to make friendship bracelets for her class Ready Set Teach, an introductory
education class at CHS. Pictured, from left to right in the back row, are:
Georganne Yarbenet, Micayla Mirabelle, Kaley Francis, Sierra Lesiak, Grace
Lesce and Alaysia Joi Hicks. Seated in front is Bella Velez.

Robert Lockatell
Daniel Lynch
Rebecca Maioriello
Michael Mannino
Jessica McGovern
Anna McGuinness
Daniel McMillan
Joseph McQuoid
Kathryn Melendez
David Michalak
Luke Mineo
Michael Misiak
Megan Morelli
Dylan Mruczinski
Clare Muirhead
Emily Nardone
Margaret O’Brien
Marisol Pacaja
Kristina Palazzolo
Sara Payne
Emma Pearson
Bertram Peters
Alyssa Provenzano
Delaney Riemers
Maria Paz Rivero
Carlie Roessle
Victoria Roser
Benjamin Ross
Christopher Salazar
William Schauer
Joseph Schmitz
Kevin Scully
Zachary Shanker
Daniel Slegowski
Brandon Smithwrick
Emily Stefanik
Alex Suriano
Alex Tannenbaum
Raymond Taylor
Takira Taylor-Cox
Jonathan Tomasulo

Mary Ellen Cagnassola Edward Mcneil

Christina Karpel

Chayakorn Triamarit

Nicole Campbell
William Castore
Heather Chernoff
Michael Colineri

Tyler Merriman
Jonathan Miksis
Chelsea Mills
Katherine Minski

Craig Conlan

Enovi Molina-Chevez

Amira Khalil
Ryan Kiel
Patrick Leahy
Stacey Leinfuss
Michael

Steven Vadas
Andrew Wilson
Alan Woodfield
Kristina Zekunde
Ziegler

Dana Decarlo
Taylor Decarlo
Alec Desando
Timothy Duddy
Joshua Eisen
Luciano Epp
Dahlia Fioretti
Alicia Fung-A-Fat
Melissa Gara
David Garry
Kristen Gerritsen
Haley Goeller
Lia Gordon
Justin Grambor
Christina Jackson
Rebecca Jenkins
David Leavitt
Elsa Leistikow
Jason Leong
Caroline Lesce
Ryan Lesiak

Robert Mrozek
John Murphy
Emmanuel Nocum
Renee Oliver
Jacob Palmer
Tyree Patillo
Jeffrey Pershay
Megan Phelan
Ryan Poole
Samantha Renfree
Anna Rivero
Jacqueline Roiz
Faizah Romano
Marc Rosario
Joseph Ruzek
Monique Santos
Merhan Shams
Antonio Spadaro
Christopher Stone
Mary Vannata
Robert Zukofsky

Andres Barros
Vincenzo Bianco
Emily Boruch
Zachary Brencsons
Abigail Bridge
Kaitlyn Budis
Caitlin Bunin
Brian Burns
Gabriel Canicosa
Dana Cappiccille

Briana Lolo
Maxim Maltsev
Tyler Martin
Grace Mcalindin
Melissa McQuoid
Mathew Medina
Kelsey Meisch
Tessa Mitterhoff
Olivia Nelson
Colin O’Kell

Christopher Ciccarino

Tara Palkoski

Lucas Cimafonte
Andrew Citera
Kathleen Colonna
Luke Crawford
John Cunningham
Matthew Debiasse
Nicholas Demmel
Colleen Farrell
Justin Glock
Hannah Greaney
James Kaiser
Sonali Kamath
Danielle Karacsony
Emily Koprowski
Madeline Krema
Nicole Lamastra
George Leavitt
Christie Leist

Savvas Petridis
Leya Quinones
Amanda Raphael
Carly Redfield
Bridget Reynolds
Elise Ringel
Maria Jose Rivero
John Roberts
Kathryn Rodriques
Dylan Sands
Alexander Segulin
Taylor Smith
Christopher Stanton
Zoe-Nicole Stein
Taylor Swaak
Gabrielle Testa
Jo Venice Uriarte
Aidan Ziobro

Aashay Anjaria
Maija Barnes
Robert Barone

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

Steven Magnotta
Maxine Mannino
Maxwell Mansilla

Matthew Blanck

Francisco Marrero, Jr.

Matthew Boruch
Adam Bransky

Morris May
Danielle McDuffie

Seventh Grade
Distinguished

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

Lisa Awaitey
Elizabeth Baldwin
Karen Bao
Dominika Blach
Kelsey Boyea
Dominique Bray
Laura Cappelli
Adam Carabba
Isabel Crystal
Jennifer Denman
Margaret Diaz
John DiBattista
Ramona Dunning
Carly Grossman

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

ATTORNEY

Seventh Grade
Honor Roll
Alyssa Apuzzio
Rachel Armus
Ibukin Babalola
Gregory Baliko
Dory Baron
Jacqueline Batts
Robert Bunnell
Chris Burke
Daniel Carabba
Jason Cepparulo
Jessica Cepparulo
Olivia Checchio
Ara Cho
Abigale Churaman
Clare Cohen
Robert Colonna
Lindsay Curtis
Jordan Dagostaro
Alivia DeMaria
Erin Dempsey
Nicole DePaola
Louis Dodge
Casey Dugan
Amanda Ekstrand
Loryn Elsie
Jessica Esbrandt
Kendall Fawcett
Katherine Fletcher
Jaclyn Friedman
Steven Garber
Molly Gechtman
Emily Gill
Kenyata Gilles
Allison Grimm
Alexandra Harmon
Matthew Harnett
Patrice Hayden
Kevin Hesson
Christopher Hornung
Quade Ibarra
Simon Johnston

Sixth Grade
Honor Roll
SHOW ME THE MONEY…In October, Wardlaw-Hartridge senior Raphael
Eidus of Westfield, right, and junior Will Vogt of Plainfield, left, helped the
school’s Model United Nations Club with its bake sale. Club members raised
approximately $170, according to Model UN Club Advisor and Upper School
Math teacher Youmie Kim.

Joshua Knechtel
Christine Szpond
Kathryn Lee
Sarah VanBuskirk
Kristen Lee
Keira Wiggins
Alexandra Zaller

AT

James Marvosa
Lisa Matrale
Meghan McGrath
Mariel Mital
Taylor Novello
Raushan Palejwala
Dhruvi Patel
Erin Pierce
Melissa Quarto
Disha Rao
Max Reo
Cassandra Segulin
Rose Sigona
Allison Speck

LAW

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.
Ramsey Berman, P.C.
Specializing in:
EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &
SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS
REAL ESTATE & LAND USE
ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Eighth Grade
Distinguished
Brie Adamczyk
Bria Barnes
Elle Bernardo

Amanda Hanna
Peter Huether
Emma Kelly

Micaela Jo Bernardo

Richard Krema

Erin Brown
Laura Bruce
Lauren Buckley
Santino Butler
Micael Canicosa
Hayley Cornwell

Anna Leistikow
Conor Lockier
Benjamin Parisi
Hyun-Jin Park
Ananth Rao
Danielle Schweizer

Meghan Cunningham

Bryce Smith

Elena Haggan

Harmeet Sohal
Allison Staniec

Eighth Grade
Honor Roll
Kimberley Agbo
Nikolai -Himlan
Anthony Araneo
Lauren Berk
Jerry Bi
Celeste Bilkerdyk
Christina Bobyack
Meghan Bruckman
Joanna Carroll

Kenneth Lee
Daniel Lesce
Alexa Levy
Taryn Luby
Brianna Mahoney
Kyle Mahoney
Vidhan Malik
Edison May
Jake Merlo

Marianna Caruso-Gilbert

Nathalia Montoya

Christopher Cerchio
Robert Cerchio
Rachel Chan
Jacquelin Close
Jennifer Cua
Nicole Danik

Adam Monzella
Tyler Palkoski
Alexandra Pearl
Adam Redfield
Allissa Ricci
William Rivera

Matthew D’Appuzzo

Stephanie Robak

Paige Della Badia
Desli Demarsico
Rachel Dolan
Sarah Drum
Erik Ekstrand
Alyssa Elenis
Marc Estriplet
Angelica Ewaska
Brendan Farrell

Carrie Roberson
Anne Rubin
Brahian Sanchez
Kevin Schmidt
Rachael Siegel
Michael Spaeth
Shane Squier
Bartosz Stawicki
Sarah-Elis Stein

Kimberley Federico

Elizabeth Stranzenbach

Tessa Felegy
Jamie Swanton
Camille Handy
Rory Szeto
Danya Jacobs
Elizabeth Tenzer
Priyanka Kamath
Connor Thompson
Matthew Kersey
Terence White
Matthew Zawodniak

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600

tjardim@hrb-nj.com

FAX:

973.984.1632

www.hrb-nj.com

Happy Chanukah

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases
2281 South Avenue • Scotch Plains

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com
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SUGAR AND SPICE…Members of the Home Life/Social Services Department of
Woman’s Club of Westfield, from left to right, Ann Ober, Marjorie Wieseman,
Marjorie Saylor-Wilson, Delores Kilkenny, Anne Galante, Edna Stotler, Mildred
Beese, Nina Foley, Marie Dorne and Nita McHugh package home baked cookies
for its annual cookie project. Each member elected to bake nine dozen cookies that
will be shared with the patients at Runnells Specialized Hospital of Union County
in Berkeley Heights. These treats, when packaged, added to a total of 95 gift
containers that will be enjoyed for the Christmas Holiday.

WF’s Zoidis Hones Spanish
Abilities as Translator
WESTFIELD – This winter, six
Pingry students in the school’s advanced Spanish classes are honing
their Spanish-speaking abilities as
members of Pingry’s Translators at
Bound Brook Night Court.
The community service program
pairs skilled Spanish orators together in order to translate information for defendants, prosecutors and
public defenders at Bound Brook
Municipal Court. The volunteer program operates year-round and allows students to attend court every
Wednesday evening and aid in cases
where communication stands as an
obstacle.
Student translators include senior
Elizabeth Zoidis, a Westfield resident.
Elizabeth, one of the first program volunteers and an assistant to
new members, has several reasons
for joining the program. She said,
“First, I wanted to enhance my Spanish skills. I know the value of speaking with native speakers; it teaches
me so much I simply can’t learn in
class. Also, although I am not particularly interested in law, I thought
it would be interesting to see how a
courthouse works and how the pros-

ecutors deal with their clients.
“Finally,” she added, “I wanted to
help the people I was interpreting
for. It must be so hard to be on trial
for something and not be able to
understand the people accusing you
or administering your punishment..I
wanted to help these people feel
more comfortable and aware of what
was happening to them.”
PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stayat-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:
editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

ORDER NOW!
For Christmas
& Hanukkah!
• USDA PRIME RIB ROAST
(Aged To Perfection)

• PRIME FILET MIGNON
• ELEGANT CROWN ROAST
(Lamb or Pork)

• SMOKED HAMS
(Skinless and Shankless)

HOLIDAY CLEARANCE

• FRESH TURKEYS & BRISKET
• DUCKS & GEESE
Order Our
Fresh Seafood for
Christmas Eve
Old Fashioned
Custom Cuts &
Personalized Service
Open Fri. Dec. 22 & Sat. Dec. 23 7:00am - 6:00pm
Closed Christmas Eve

Our 67th Year

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com

■ Sleep Better ■ More Energy ■ Better Quality
of Life ■ Reduce Risk of Heart Disease ■ Lower Stress ■ Lose Weight
Control Cholesterol Levels ■ Control Sugar Levels ■ Feel Better
Reduce Joint Pain ■ Get Stronger ■ Lower Risk of Flu
■

On Site Nurses

■

Initial

Exercise Physiologists ■ Individualized
Exercise Program & Evaluation ■ Health Education ■ Nutritional Counseling
Weight Watchers ■ State-of-Art Equipment ■ Multitude of Exercise Classes
Aquatic Center ■ Full Service Spa ■ On-Site Cafe

Health & Fitness Assessment

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

■

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

TIME IS RUNNING OUT
TO SAVE ON PRE-GRAND

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

OPENING DISCOUNTS!

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more
about the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness
and Wellness Center. Take advantage of our construction discounts as we discuss
with you how the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional
instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals.
FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■ Over 200 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool
■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed
Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■ Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■ Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight
Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

150 OFF MEMBERSHIP

$

With this ad and the purchase of a membership. Hurry! Offer ends 12/28/06. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. First time visitors. Must be 21 years or older.
Some restrictions apply.

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

New Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!
Our information and enrollment center is open
Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4 & Sun. 10-2

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains
(908) 232-6100

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

THE WEEK

IN

Thursday, December 14, 2006

SPORTS

Page 15

Sports Section
Pages 15-21

Raider Cager Boys Expect
‘Good Things to Happen’
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ basketball team finished
last season with a good, 16-11 record
but feel that better things could happen this season.
Last year, the Raiders sank Governor Livingston in the Union County
Tournament before dropping a, 70-66,
overtime decision to Rahway in the
quarterfinals. The Raiders scored big
wins over Irvington and Elizabeth to
qualify for the sectional tournament
where they leveled Warren Hills, 5132, in the opening round then fell to
top-seeded Colonia in the semis.
“We had a real good year. We were
a very aggressive and extremely defensive team, one of the better around
and maybe overachieved in what we
thought we could accomplish,” said
Raider Head Coach Brian Doherty.
“This season however, we’re going to
be a different team. We’re deeper
with size and maybe a more talented
basketball team. We’re hoping to get
that defensive intensity that we had
from last year and bring it to this year
with the talent that some of the
younger kids have.”
The Raiders will rely on their two
top scorers. Junior point guard Brian

Dougher netted 386 points, including
52 three-pointers, and was the chief
thief with 45 steals. Agile senior guard
Greg Bayard terrorized opponents
with 59 from three-point range and
finished with 370 points last season.
“Brian is probably one of the better
players who have come to Scotch
Plains. He’s one of the top juniors
around, maybe in the state. Bayard
comes back with him and both are our
leading scorers. The biggest thing
they bring is that experience to some
of the younger kids. Both of them are
two-year varsity players with quality
time, along with senior Darnell Dortch
who saw a lot of quality playing time.
He will be a big help for us on the
inside,” said Doherty.
Big things are also expected from
returning players junior forwards 6’4
Rob Zekunde and 6’4 Lordly OKarter
to help out on the inside presence. In
the mix include junior guards Greg
Zabel, a very accurate shooter, and
Kyle Mihanski, noted as a great athlete. Two strong junior forwards, 6’2”
Keith Bronokowski and 6’5” Jason
Boff, will make their presence known
under the basket.
As to bringing a different style of
play to the court, Doherty said, “We
may not be as aggressive, play as

much man or pressure defense like
we did last year but, IQ wise, we’re a
very smart basketball team. Offensively, we carry a lot more weapons.”
Sophomores guard Reggie
Solomon and forward 6’3 Kevin
Maroney, from last year’s junior varsity, the UCT champions, also should
see playing time.
“Both of them may see some time.
It’s just a matter of getting them the
experience to play in this conference,
which by the way is, hands down, the
best conference in the state. We may
have perhaps the deepest team in the
seven years that I have been Head Coach.
I can go down to our ninth or tenth
person and feel confident putting them
into a varsity game,” said Doherty.
“Of course our main goal is to get to
the state tournament. In our conference there will be four or five teams in
the state top 20 and we will be playing
them day in and day out. From there,
we feel that we have a good shot to win
our state sectional. We’re not afraid of
anyone,” said Doherty who added, “It’s
the type of kids that we have. They’re
good students, hard workers, they’re
very coachable kids and they’re fun to
be around.”
See picture on page 20

Fred K. Lecomte (January 12, 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UP IN ARMS AGAINST A TOUGH FOE… Blue Devil Mike Venezia, No. 22, guards Raider Brian Dougher, No. 20. Venezia
rolled in 29 points, including four 3-pointers, and Dougher scored 11 points. They will meet again this season.

PLAYS WILL RUN THROUGH VENEZIA VIA BONARD

Blue Devil Hoop Boys Aware
No Easy Games in Conference
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL FEARSOME FOURSOME…Region 3 qualifiers last year, pictured, left to right, are: John Barnes (119-lbs),
Sam Reichbach (140-lbs), Colin MacKay (130-lbs) and Mark Boyd (160/171-lbs) who are preparing to do battle on the mats
this season.

MACKAY, BOYD, BARNES, CASTRORAO LOOK STRONG

Blue Devil Matmen Rebuild,
Are Deep in Middle Weights
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomores and freshmen comprise the vast majority of the Westfield
High School wrestling team this season, so there is a strong probability
that the future looks great. Presently,
however, the focus is on rebuilding
and the Blue Devils will look to seniors Colin MacKay and Mark Boyd
to help build a solid foundation.
Of the 30+ wrestlers, most are concentrated around a few weight classes.
The upper weights are shallow and
have yet to be established.
“We are packed between 125 and
140,” noted Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz.
MacKay, a part of that pack, was
the District 11 champion at 125-lbs
last year and finished 29-7. This season, he will begin at 135-lb and drop
to 130-lbs come tournament time.
“Colin came on big time last season. He was in a loaded weight in the
regions and held his own,” said Kurz.
“That served as motivation for him
for the summer. He’s been in the

weight room since last spring. He’s
done everything he has to do to prepare himself to reach his goals of
hitting Atlantic City this year.”
Boyd revved up toward the end of
the season and won the district title at
160-lbs, finishing with a 20-13 record.
“We will use him at 171 but come
tournament time, he will probably
be down at 160. We always knew he
had a lot of potential. His style is
going to give some kids difficulty.
He’s put in some off-season time
and that pays off. He wants to go out

on top,” said Kurz.
Smiling sophomore John Barnes
improved vastly throughout last season to earn him a trip to the region
tournament at 112-lbs. This season,
he expects to compete at 119-lbs.
“He loves to wrestle. He loves to
compete. He’s coachable. You show
him something and he is not afraid to
try it. He’s got no fear. It’s a pleasure
to coach someone like that,” Kurz
expressed.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

HOME FOR SALE

Corbin’s Annual
Wrestling Preview:
The Annual Wrestling Preview
of eight Union County teams will
be in the December 21 issue of
The Leader and The Times:
The teams included are:
Cranford, Brearley, Rahway,
Johnson, New Providence, Governor Livingston, Scotch PlainsFanwood and Westfield.

Wychwood
Center Hall Colonial
Good neighborhood
4 bedrooms
3 1/2 baths
Sale by owner
$1,650,000
(908) 416-4460

7KH:HVWILHOG/DFURVVH&OXE
$QQRXQFHV6SULQJ5HJLVWUDWLRQ
The Westfield Lacrosse Club (WLC) will begin accepting
registrations on line starting November 15th for the 2007 spring season.
All registrations will be done on line at www.westfieldlacrosse.com between
November 15 and December 31, 2006.
The WLC provides opportunities for boys and girls in grades 3-8
to learn and experience playing the great game of lacrosse.
The WLC programs emphasize skill development, team development and
having fun. The WLC programs run from March to mid June.
PLEASE NOTE: The registration deadline is December 31, 2006.
Applications submitted after December 31 may not be accepted.
All returning and new players are asked to register ASAP.

For further information please contact:
Lois Hely, Girls Division Head— 233-3960 or hely0922@comcast.net
Rich Werner, Boys Division Head— 789-3482 or wernerr@comcast.net

Senior Co-Captains Tom Bonard
and Mike Venezia will be very busy
leading the Westfield High School
boys basketball team to a winning
season through a very tough Watchung
Conference. This season, the Blue
Devils look to improve upon their 149 record and seek to qualify for the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tournament for the fifth time in six years.
“It will be very difficult. It is highly
competitive. In the Watchung Conference, there are no easy games.
There are a number of Division 1
basketball players who are in the conference who play for Shabazz, Linden, Plainfield,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Kevin Everly. “We just have to
go out there and work hard.”
Last year, the Blue Devils won the
John “Butch” Kowal Tournament in
Rahway in late December. They defeated perennial rival Cranford twice
– they also beat the Cougars twice in
2004 – whipped Scotch PlainsFanwood in their second meeting,
topped Shabazz and burned Elizabeth,

57-55, at the buzzer in the first round
of the Union County tournament.
The Blue Devils graduated forward
Josh Gerckens who had a strong season under the boards with 172 rebounds and Terron Rogers but, this
season, they will get a lot of mileage

from Venezia who led the team in
scoring with 396 points and in 3-pointers with 31. Venezia, who will attend
Colgate University next fall, also shot
47 percent from the field and also was
second in rebounds with 120.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Westfield Baseball League
Registration ends 12/31/06
For Spring 2007 Season
Kindergarten thru 10th Grade

Please Register Online at:
www.westfieldbaseball.com
Register by 12/31/06 for Spring 2007 Season to avoid late fee

For More Information E-mail the WBL at:
wbl@westfieldbaseball.com
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This Week’s Devils’ Den will be on page 20
COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP SIGHTED BY BOYS, GIRLS

Raider Boys/Girls Have Big
Numbers in Winter Track
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (October 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER PRE-GAME RITUAL…The Raider boys have unique warm-up exercises before every soccer game. This season,
the Raiders claimed the Union County championship with a 4-2 victory over Union.

BRYAN MEREDITH SELECTED FIRST TEAM ALL-STATE

Raider Soccer Boys Step Up
To Successful Year, Won UCT
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite a somewhat slow start, with
a much different team than the year
before, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team won
it’s 11th Union County Tournament
title under 32-year Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky, played in the North Jersey, Group 3 Section 2 semifinal
game, won its 20th straight Watchung
Conference title, outscored opponents, 46-22, and finished with a 166-1 record.
“We were a little more characteristic of what people think of a soccer
team this year. Last year we had seven
guys who were 6’2 and bigger, so we
scored goals on headers. This season
we only had a few, so we needed to do
some things differently, but I thought
our kids were pretty talented. Soccer
players are soccer players. Sometimes
they’re big, sometimes they’re not,”
said Breznitsky whose career record
stands at 543-123-39.
En route to the UCT title, the Raiders defeated New Providence, 2-0, in
the semifinals then humbled topseeded Union, 4-2, in the finals.
“The thinking was that Union was
the power to beat this year. We lost to
them in a very close overtime game

during the regular season. We came
up with a little game plan that was
very successful, primarily taking
Bryan Meredith out of goal. We used
it again in the final and it worked well
again, along with the help obviously
of (Mike) DeVizio scoring three goals.
It was very rewarding to us even
though we won numerous times before. As a result of a heartbreaking
loss to Elizabeth, 4-3 in double overtime last year, and with many of those
kids returned this year, that was very
gratifying to finally bring one home
in dramatic fashion,” said Breznitsky.

The Raiders came up short in the
sectionals when Holmdel won, 1-0,
on a disputed goal.
“Usually when it comes seeding
time we have just one or two losses
and are the one seed. This year we
ended up number six. The six losses
that we had, five of them were by one
goal and three of them in overtime. In
the playoffs, we beat Morristown,
went on to play JFK in Iselin and did
well and then lost to Holmdel in the
last 28 seconds on a very, very controversial
ending.
Brandon
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Raider Meredith Gets All-State First Team
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School senior Bryan Meredith has
been selected to The Star-Ledger AllState First Team in boys soccer for
the second straight year. Five
Westfield High School boys, five
Raiders and one Union Catholic Viking received All-Union County (UC)
honors or better.
Meredith recorded a SPF schoolrecord, 47 shutouts in his four years
of varsity. This season, he recorded
eight shutouts but also netted seven
goals. Meredith, also All-Group 3
and All-UC First Team, has been se-

Versatile athletes and big numbers
could give the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys and girls winter
track teams a good shot at winning
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
title this season. The Raider boys aim
to defend their title and the Raider
girls seek in improve upon their fifth
place finish last year.
“Right now, we have about 100
kids out (and growing),” said Raider
coach Jeff Koegel. “(There are) Lots
of new faces, so we will need time to
see which of the new people will
distinguish themselves. We have
championship aspirations on the
county level for both teams.”
The Raider girls graduated only
one girl, Meaghan Kelly, who could
reel in the team points, but they have
shored up one of their deficiencies
from last winter, the shot put, with the
presence of junior Erin Rossi, who
also competes in the pole vault, and
senior Lauryn Adams.
“Rossi has given up swimming for
winter track. She and Adams will
make a very strong duo in the shot
put, where we had been struggling to
score points in the winter. We are
hoping to have a two-person shot
team over 70',” said Koegel.
The girls will be very strong in the
distance events with junior Cassy
Valdes, who placed second in the two
mile at the UCT, Cathy Harley, who
finished fourth in the event, and the
addition of sophomore Brittany
Veeck, who had a 5:14 1,600-meters
as a freshman.
“Brittany has become a year-round

lected UC Player of the Year and the
Raiders were named All-UC Team of
the Year.
Raiders Brian Hessemer and Mike
Devizio, both All-UC First Team,
made the All-Group 3 Second Team.
Blue Devils Chris Mattes and Kevin
Hennessey were named to the AllUC First Team and Jon Ramalho made
the All-UC Second Team, as did
Raider Jarek Cohen and Viking Nick
Ferriera (also All-Non-Public Third
Team). Blue Devils Nick Barba and
Tom Parkinson and Raider Evan
Aspell made the All-UC Third Team.

Valdes, Veeck Selected
XC All-Group 3rd Team
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior Cassy Valdes and
sophomore Brittney Veeck were selected to The Star-Ledger All-Group
3 Third Team. They were also named
to the All-Union County (UC) First
Team.
Westfield Blue Devil Nicole
DiBenedetto was named to the AllUC First Team and teammate Kim
Legones was named to the Third Team
along with Raider Alli HoynesO’Connor and Union Catholic Viking Samantha Peters.

runner now, so I expect even more
improvement out of her,” commented
Koegel. “Valdes, who is coming back
from a hip injury at the end of the
cross-country season, ran in the 3,200
at the Meet of Champions last winter.”
Senior Kim Appezzato competed
in the 800 and 400, and was on the
winning 4x400 relay team, along with
Samantha Gates, Danielle Vena and
Kelly, at the UCT last year. Juniors
Julie Meurer, Alana Bencivengo and
sophomore Emily Carow will add
depth to the middle distances.
“We have a few freshman girls who
didn’t run cross-country whom I think
will be able to contribute,” added
Koegel.
Seniors Vena and Amanda Bobyack
will be strong in the sprints as will
junior Tina Olsson. Freshman Alanna
Salituro should contribute as well.
For the boys, senior Adam Biner,
who ran a 4:27 1,600 meters, will
head the distances runners, while juniors Dan Sapienza and Pat Doliber
will add depth. Biner placed consis-

tently in the county last year in the
1600 and his training has been strong.
Sapienza missed most of the fall with
injuries but is returning to form. Junior Mike Ragan is beginning to develop and should contribute as well.
According to Koegel, “Sapienza
and Doliber will be very strong in the
3200.”
Senior Kyle Rowbotham will be
the iron man in the sprints, hurdles
and jumps. Rowbotham has the ability to compete well in nearly all of
those events. Senior Tom Pennella,
who has similar abilities to
Rowbotham, may forego jumping
events due to a knee injury from football season. Senior Mike Katz could
compete in the sprints.
“Rowbotham and Pennella are two
of the best all-around track and field
athletes in the county and we will be
looking to them to score significant
points for us,” said Koegel.
Junior Mike Alleman, who placed
second in the shot put in the Meet of
Champions last spring, has his sights
on hitting 58' this winter.

Blue Devil Matmen Rebuild,
Are Deep in Middle Weights
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Sophomore Sam Reichbach also
showed a lot of potential last season
and qualified for the regions at 119lbs. This season, the much bigger
Reichbach has risen to compete at
140-lbs.
“Sam did some growing, which is
good! He had a good summer, probably got about 50 matches in,” said
Kurz.
Junior Andy Castrorao just missed
qualifying for the region tournament
last year but he has shown strong
signs of improvement.
“He’s done a much better job managing his weight. I think he is going to
have a breakout year,” said Kurz.
Some pleasant surprises are sophomores Rob Grandstrand and Pat
Younger, who will also be competing
in the 125-140-lb range.
“They are flying around the room
like 100 mile per hour. They are intense,” Kurz expressed.
Junior Matt Shaffer, who wrestled
varsity at 135-lbs, and sophomore

Nick DeFreitas, who wrestled varsity
at 103-lbs, are expected to compete at
135-lbs and 112-lbs, respectively.
“We have a core group of kids who
like to wrestle and they do it all year
long. It’s really promising for the
future,” said Kurz who added, “This
freshman class paired with last year’s
freshman class, I think we are going
to have a great team down the road.”
The Blue Devils will host Malcolm
X. Shabazz in their season opener on
Friday, December 15, at 4:30 p.m.
POSSIBLE LINEUP:*
103: — Open
112: — Nick DeFreitas (10)
119: — John Barnes (10)
125: — Younger/Grandstrand (10)
130: — Colin MacKay (12)
135: — Matt Shaffer (11)
140: — Sam Reichbach (10)
145: — John Falzon (11)
152: — Andy Castrorao (11)
160/171: — Mark Boyd (12)
189: — Undecided
215: — Undecided
Hwt: — Undecided
*Other wrestlers may win wrestle offs
and bump the present individual.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Fanwood
$529,000
Immaculate colonial. 3 bedrooms, 1.1 baths, brand new
kitchen, large family room plus a den. Updated roof, cac
& more. WSF0853

Scotch Plains
$1,395,500
Not your typical “cookie cutter” new home. Gracious
charm, thoughtful floor plan, every amenity. 5 bedrooms,
4.2 baths. WSF0821

Westfield
$439,000
Charming, immaculate 3 bedrooms, 2.1 bath cape cod.
Large yard, finished basement, eat-in kitchen, Florida room
& more. WSF0877

Westfield
$1,590,000
Classic colonial in the heart of Wychwood. 4 bedrooms,
3.1 baths, gourmet kitchen, 3 fireplaces and lovely
landscaped lot. WSF0830

Scotch Plains
$1,395,000
Exquisite 11 room home. 5 bedrooms, 3.1 baths, gourmet kitchen open to family room, conservatory / media
room & more. WSF9863

Westfield
$2,375,000
A European facade hints at the enchanting amenities such
as a 2-story foyer, breakfast room, master with coffee bar
& more. WSF0320

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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JV TEAM ROLL WHS RECORD AGAINST ELIZABETH

Blue Devil Keglers Demolish
Cardinals, Minutemen, 7-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Much can be expected from this
year’s Westfield High School bowling team since the entire varsity
lineup, that won the sectional tournament and went to the state finals, has
returned. Additionally, this year’s
Blue Devils showed their talented
depth when the varsity and the junior
varsity (JV) teams each recorded 7-0
victories over Plainfield on December 5 and Elizabeth at Hyway lanes in
Union on December 7.
“We are a really experienced team
this year. We have everybody back
from last year. It looks very promising but we are going to take it one step
at a time,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Mike Tirone.
The varsity beat the Cardinals in
total pins, 2,524-1,825, won Game 1,
788-707, Game 2, 881-531, and Game
3, 855-587. Senior Alex Wronski rolled
games of 223 and 209 and had the high

series of 594. Senior Co-Captain
Harrison Mercado had a series of 523
with a high game of 203. The other
Co-Captain is Bryan Elsasser.
The JVs out-pinned the Cardinals,
2,426-1,373, won Game 1, 794-419,
Game 2, 843-493, and Game 3, 789461. Junior Jesse Embry rolled the
high series with a 536 and had games
of 192 and 195.
The real barnburner for both teams,
however, came against the very tough
Minutemen squads. The varsity outrolled the Minutemen, 2,946-2,687,
won Game 1, 946-910, Game 2, 966927, and Game 3, 1,034-850. Mercado
came through with the high series of
636, rolling fine games of 231 and
236. Junior Brett Ettinger, with games
of 246 and 236, had the second highest series of 615. Wronski had a 587
series with games of 227 and 201.
Junior Eric Curialle rolled a 199, 182
and 203 for a series of 584.
The JVs’ 7-0, whitewash of the

Minutemen extended their regularseason winning streak to 22. They
also posted a school JV record with
their 3,061 total pins to the
Minutemen’s 1,960 and added another when they rolled 1,126 in Game
3. The Blue Devils won Game 1, 927683 and Game 2, 1,008-671.
“It absolutely broke all records for
JVs,” expressed Tirone.
Junior Arley Rojas was burning the
lanes with games of 242-213 and 222
(Game 3) for the high series of 677.
Embree had the second highest series
of 668 with games of 256 (Game 3),
221 and 191. Junior Trevor Yee had a
610 series with a 219 in Game 3.
Junior Patrick Clancy rolled a 224 in
Game 3 and sophomore Kevin
Murphy rolled a 205.
Extremely proud of his team captains, Tirone said, “We expect big things
from them.” As to the JVs’ efforts, he
chuckled, “It’s probably going to push
them (varsity) a little bit.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING SERIOUS FOR THE UPCOMING SEASON…Raiders Pat Mineo, front, and Dave DeNichilo work on
takedowns during a practice session. Mineo, who has 89 career victories, could possibly break the SPF record of 116 set by
his brother Steve in 2005.

MINEO, GANO COULD BREAK 100 CAREER VICTORIES

Woodbridge Bowlers Capture Raider Matmen Have Many
Westfield Tournament Crown Veterans, Talented Freshmen
The Woodbridge High School boys
and girls “A” bowling teams swept
the Warren Wheeler Westfield Tournament held at Jersey Lanes in Linden on December 9. The Woodbridge
teams were the first in the six-year
history of the tournament to repeat as
champions.
The Woodbridge A boys rolled a
tournament-record 3,409, topping
their 3,222 mark set last year, to overcome the Westfield B squad that finished second with 3,118. The
Westfield A squad finished fifth with
a total of 2,957 and Scotch PlainsFanwood finished 21st with a total of
2,503.
Matt Lapp of Woodbridge A and
Kevin Walter of Manchester Township tied for the highest series at 739.
Evan Simon of Woodbridge A was
third at 733 and Blue Devil Jesse
Embry had the fourth best series of
729. Albert Patrick of Woodbridge A

V’baller Koehler Gets
First Team All-State
Westfield High School senior
Amanda Koehler has been selected to
the First Team All-State by The StarLedger. The libero was recognized as
being the best ball-controller in the
state and finished with 343 digs.
Koehler was also named Union County
(UC) Player of the Year and Westfield
was named Team of the Year.
Koehler and teammate Erin
Roudebush were named to the AllGroup 4 First Team and Second Team,
respectively, and both were named
First Team All-Union County (UC).
Union Catholic Viking Katie Ryan
was named to the Second Team AllNon Public and First Team All-UC,
and teammate Becky Mehringer was
named to the All-Non Public Third
Team and All-UC Second Team. Blue
Devils Tara Daly and Molly Williams
were selected to the All-UC Second
Team, while Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider Maetal Rozenberg and Viking
Alicia Palmieri were named to the
All-UC Third Team.

rolled the highest game with a 268
followed by Summit’s Roger
Schlimbach with a 267 and Simon of
Woodbridge A at 266.
For Westfield B, Trevor Yee had a
211 high game with a 594 series.
Jesse Embry rolled games of 245,
241 and 243 for his 729 series. Arley
Rojas, with games of 245 and 200,
rolled a 616 series. Matt Marcus had
a high game of 237 and Kevin Murphy
a high game of 257.
For Westfield A, Alex Wronski,
with a high game of 209, rolled a 577
series. Eric Curialle rolled games of
202, 218 and 225 for a 645 series.
Brett Ettinger had a high game of 213
and a 563 series. Harrison Mercado
rolled games of 200, 205 and 207 for
a 612 series. Bryan Elsasser had a
560 series.
The Woodbridge A girls rolled past
Brick Memorial, 2,873-2,812. Jess
Abrecht of Brick Memorial had the
high series of 627 followed by Melissa Huntley of Woodbridge A at 619

and Nicole Caggiano of Woodbridge
A at 611. Caggiano also had the high
game of 246 followed by Huntley at
232 and Ashley Scesney of
Woodbridge A at 222.
BOYS TEAM RESULTS:
1-Woodbridge A 3,409. 2-Westfield B
3,118. 3-Manchester Township 3,086.
4-Linden 3,013. 5-Westfield A 2,957. 6Woodbridge B 2,906. 7-Brick Memorial
2,888. 8-St. Joseph’s (Met.) A 2,886. 9Livingston 2,817. 10-Seton Hall Prep
2,780. 11-Roselle Catholic 2,779. 12-St.
Joseph’s B 2,753. 13-Morris Hills 2,745.
14-Bishop Ahr 2,735. 15-Morris Knolls
2,653. 16-South Plainfield 2,642. 17Iselin Kennedy 2,641. 18-Bordentown
2,600. 19-Sayreville 2,576. 20-Hunterdon
Central 2,528. 21-Scotch PlainsFanwood 2,503. 22-Cranford 2,490. 23Roselle Park 2,448. 24-Union 2,388. 25Summit 2,098
GIRLS TEAM RESULTS:
1-Woodbridge A 2,873. 2-Brick Memorial 2,812. 3-Bordentown 2,385. 4Manchester Township 2,283. 5-Iselin
Kennedy 2,035. 6-South Plainfield 2,014.
7-Hunterdon Central 1.946. 8Woodbridge B 1,746. 9-Sayreville 1,736.
10-Bishop Ahr 1,589

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nine returning Region 3 qualifiers,
which includes two who have competed in the state tournament at Atlantic City (AC), and a talented group
of 16 freshmen is good news for this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team. The Raiders,
who finished 16-10 last year and
yielded their District 11 title to

Rahway, are hungry.
“I am really impressed with the
guys from freshmen up. We have 41
in the lineup and 11 seniors. I would
like to get the district title back. I will
be realistic. I want to be top-three in
the counties (UCT), with Brearley
having the same team back and being
the studs they are. I think we will give
them good competition,” said Raider
Head Coach John Scholz.

Senior Pat Mineo, a three-time district champion, two-time UCT champion and state qualifier in 2005, is presently sitting with an 89-15 record and
could break the All-Time SPF career
win record of 116 set by his brother
Steve in 2005. Last year, Pat was injured in the 140-lb region finals, which
denied him his second trip to AC. This
year, he will compete at 145-lbs.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Old World Elegance

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Elegant center hall colonial built by Henry West in Westfield's Indian Forest
neighborhood. Large gourmet kitchen w/center island & Viking appliances leads to
gorgeous family room. Offered for $3,000,000.

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

John C. Wiley

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Sales Associate
Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Wishing you a holiday filled with love and laughter and a happy and healthy New Year!

614 Cumberland Street, Westfield
$495,000
Charming front porch Colonial
featuring a gracious entry Foyer leading
to a Living Room; large formal Dining
Room; Eat-In Kitchen with butlers
Pantry; 3 Bedrooms; 1 full bath; walk
up attic and basement. Nestled on a
beautifully landscaped lot with patio,
vegetable garden and 1 car detached
garage. Conveniently located to
schools, town, park, pool and NYC
transportation. WSF 0668

114 Edgewood Rd, Cranford
$499,999
Spacious 4 Bedroom 2 ½ bath Split
Level on nice lot featuring a Living
Room; Formal Dining Room leading to
deck; Kitchen; grade level Family
Room; Master Bedroom w/newer bath
and walk in closet; 3rd floor 2 room
Bedroom suite and more. Great storage
throughout. WSF0670

1314 Frances Terrace, Westfield
$900,000

540 Topping Hill Road,Westfield
$1,095,000

1 Max Place, Westfield
$1,399,900

Sparkling 1 year old Colonial featuring 5
Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths. A wonderful
floorplan accommodates a 2-story entrance
vestibule, formal Living and Dining Rooms,
large Family Room, eat-in Kitchen with
premium cabinets, granite countertops. Master
Bedroom suite with large walk-in closet and
opulent bath with oversize tub. A finished third
floor offers bonus space with a large Bedroom
or Office. Located on a well-manicured lawn
with rear patio in an adorable neighborhood,
very close to Jefferson School. WSF0850

Presenting this immaculate 4 Bedroom 2
½ bath Center Hall Colonial, built in the
heart of Westfield’s desirable Wychwood
section in 1994. This home features an
Entry Foyer flanked by formal Living and
Dining Rooms, Master Suite with full bath
and 2nd floor Laundry. Eat-in Kitchen w/
island open to Family Room with sliders to
a deck overlooking a beautifully landscaped
private yard. Prime location, very close to
Wilson Elementary School. WSF0758

New 4 Bedroom, 4 Bath Colonial built by
Michael Mahoney featuring a classic center
hall layout: formal Living and Dining Rooms,
expansive gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with island,
embellished with granite and premium brand
appliances. This room is open to the sundrenched Family Room with fireplace and
sliders to a fully landscaped yard and brick
paver patio area. The second floor, with 9foot ceilings, features a Master suite with
elegant bath and Sitting Room. Close
proximity to top-rated Westfield elementary,
middle and high schools. WSF0397

81 Fair Hill Drive, Westfield
$2,375,000
Villane Developers presents this 5 BR, 5.1
Bath custom home, less than 1 hour to
Manhattan in desirable Westfield setting.
Gourmet Kitchen w/Butler’s Pantry and
Breakfast Room leading to a covered rear
porch and terraced patio. Master Suite
featuring a Sitting Room, Dressing Room,
balcony and endless walk-in closets.
Superior craftsmanship and impeccable
attention to detail complete this one-ofa-kind home. WSF0320

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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Raider Soccer Boys Step Up
To Successful Year, Won UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SENIOR LEADERSHIP…Pictured, left to right, are: seniors Dan
Pritsker, Co-Captains Tom Bonard and Mike Venezia, and Santo Nardi who offer
veteran leadership for the basketball team.

Blue Devil Hoop Boys Aware
No Easy Games in Conference

Reddington who was our goalkeeper,
definitely was fouled on the play that
allowed the ball to come loose. Play
was never called. That was the part of
the season that was most disappointing and you feel for the kids.”
Meredith, a senior tri-captain/goalkeeper, was selected All-State First
Team for the second straight year,
named All-Group 3 First Team and
All-Union County First Team and
named for the fourth time as one of
the top-five players by the by the New
Jersey Soccer Coaches association
(NJSCA). Bryan registered eight shutouts to boost his career with a schoolrecord 47 shutouts. Splitting time in
the field, he torched the net with
seven goals and two assists.
“Brian certainly ranks along with

tain DeVizio smoked the net 16 times
and added eight assists. The only
player in school history to score three
goals in a county finals, DeVizio made
the All-Group Second Team and AllUC First Team.
“He certainly stepped up to the plate
for us, as far as goals scored, and,
without a doubt, is one of the most
tenacious players we’ve ever had. His
season was exemplified by his performance in the county final. Not a big
kid but as that expression goes, ‘He
plays much bigger than what he is on
the field,’” said Breznitsky.
Junior tri-captain Brian Hessemer,
also named All-Group Second Team
and All-UC First Team, “is an absolutely tremendous competitor with the
will to never die or never give up,” said

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

“He is real good around the perimeter and underneath. We are going to
run a lot of plays through him,” said
Everly who noted that Venezia is also
very good defensively.
Tom Bonard, the point guard, will
be setting up most of the plays and
has the ability to make crafty passes
to Venezia. Last year, he led the team
in assists with 186 – 8 per game –
sank 210 points and was very dangerous from 3-point range with 29. The
pesky Bonard made 36 steals and had
seven double-doubles – 10 assists
and 10 points per game.
“He’s an unselfish player. He wants
to win no matter how you get it. He’s
a winner. He is able to get the ball
where it needs to be,” said Everly.
“He’s tough! He is going to make it
happen, without a doubt.”
Senior Dan Pritsker, who presented
an offensive touch with 222 points (54
percent from the field), including 28
three-pointers, and took a team-leading 11 charges and sophomore Mike
Lessner, who shot 49 percent from the
field and 80 percent from the foul line,
are among several players vying for

the remaining three starting positions.
“They are looking good. They are
in contention for a starting position
with some other players. Dan has
strength as a perimeter shooter and
Mike is a solid shooter, handles the
ball well and he always seems to be in
the right spot,” said Everly.
Senior big man Santo Nardi, “Has
good moves inside. He can take a
charge and he knows how to use his
body,” said Everly.
Also up front, sophomore Jihaad
Billups, “Is an athlete, has a knack to
get a steal and can rebound. We need
someone to rebound,” said Everly.
Sophomore Chris Jenkins, “Can
pressure inside,” and sophomore Tony
DiIorio, “Is a good shooter and a
good defensive player,” commented
Everly.
Sophomore guard Chris Sheehan,
“Is an excellent passer, has a good
jumper and understands the game,”
said Everly.
The Blue Devils will immediately
jump into the thick of things when they
travel to Linden in the season opener
tomorrow, December 15, at 7 p.m.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXTRACTING INFORMATION…Sports Editor/Assistant Publisher Dave
Corbin, left, attempts to extract soccer information from Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky at The Leader/Times office.

some the outstanding keepers since I
have been there. We never had a goalie
who started for four years and he is,
without doubt, the best in the state
and was a major impact upon the
success that we had,” said Breznitsky.
Junior forward/midfielder tri-cap-

This traditional Center Hall Colonial residence is set on a premier cul-de-sac in the Wychwood section of Westfield. The open design is ideal
for everyday living while the floor plan beckons to be a place for casual or formal entertaining. With the two-story dramatic entry foyer,
library, gourmet kitchen with adjacent family room, and finished lower level, the vast living space encompasses approximately 6000 sq ft.
The luxurious master bedroom suite—the crown jewel of five family bedrooms—offers a sumptuous bath and amenities galore! This
exceptional home is wonderfully appointed with expert craftsmanship, exquisite millwork, and truly inspired choices of interior design.
Noteworthy features include five full and one half baths, five gas fireplaces, lower level with recreation room, sauna and full bath, convenient
second floor laundry, and a “sought after” bedroom and full bath on the first floor. With a highly regarded school system, this stately
residence enjoys a convenient location that is just minutes from NYC commuter transportation, and all downtown Westfield has to offer.
Call Betty Lynch (908-419-5141) for viewing of site and architectural plans. Offered at $1,975,000. WSF 0921

BETTY LYNCH

Breznitsky. “An excellent player who
anchored the defense either in the
sweeper position or outside back when
we made a change. Brian has been
with us since his freshman year. He’s
a tremendously intelligent young man,
not big but reads the game exceptionally well. Brian was able to defuse a lot
of dangerous situations before they
happened. We look to push him into
the center midfield position next year.”
Junior stopper Evan Aspell, who
also had three goals and an assist, was
named All-UC Third Team. Junior
Jeff Stuart did an excellent job playing the back position. Junior
midfielder Jarek Cohen was selected
All-UC Second Team. Junior Tyler
Stanek banged in six goals and contributed four assists.
Freshman Joe D’Annunzio came
on very strong, scored four goals and
registered two assists.
“A real pleasant surprise! He has
exceptional speed, is a tremendous
competitor and mature beyond his
years mentally and physically. Joe
left it all out on the field and scored
some important goals through the
course of the season as he learned to
play the position,” said Breznitsky.
With a senior heavy squad of 14,
eyes will look at the Raiders to be
among the top in the county, conference and state.
“We certainly do not want to lose
track that we had just two seniors and
will be returning 20 kids next year.
Hopefully, some of them will grow,
plus I’ll only say that I have an ace up
my sleeve and if it comes to attrition,
it’s going to make a major difference,” hinted Breznitsky.

“He’s possibly going to break his
brother’s school record. It’s going to
be neat to see that. He’s putting things
together, working on things that we
need him too and being the leader in
the room,” said Scholz.
Senior Sal Gano, a two-time district champ who qualified for AC last
year, finished with a 33-7 record at
119 and has a career record of 75-27,
which puts him in contention to break
the century mark in career victories.
He plans to compete at 119 again.
“The reason why he’s doing that is
to let his teammate (sophomore Mike
Ferrara) make the varsity as well.
Either 19 or 25, I feel Sal will be
dominant. I think he will be one of the
top contenders to get back to the
states. Great leadership responsibility! He’s matured. He ran our weight
room in the fall,” said Scholz.
Last year Ferrara placed second in
the district at 112-lbs and finished
with a 22-13 record.
“He’s a strong kid. He’s a talented
kid. He has great takedowns. He’s
good on bottom. (One) 25-(lbs) will
be a nice spot for him,” said Scholz.
Junior Keith Baker, a hard-nosed
football player, came on like “Gang
Busters” last season to become the
District 11 champ at 215-lbs. He will
remain at 215-lbs.
“He will tell you, ‘it’s not football
time, it’s wrestling time.’There’s football shape and there’s wrestling shape.
He’s working. I see him top three in
the region, if not, top two in the counties,” said Scholz. “I can see him
stunning people. He’s an animal!”
Senior Ricky Olsson made things
very exciting last year, placed second
in the district at 130-lbs and finished
25-12 – three of his losses came in
overtime. Olsson plans to wrestle at
135-lbs.
“He was a big fan favorite last year.
He’s building off that,” commented
Scholz.
Junior Trevor Cannon, a region
qualifier at 125-lbs, and senior Joe
Bachi, region qualifier at 160-lbs,
will vie for the 152-lb spot. Senior
Dave DeNichilo, a qualifier at 152lbs, will move up a notch to 160-lbs.
Sophomore Rob Desiato, a qualifier
at 135, will move to 140-lbs. Senior
Damian Gibbs will fill the 130-lb
slot, seniors Mike Zam Zam and Al
Nassiri will be at 171, junior Billy
Jacobs will be at 189 and juniors
Johnny Loomis and Joe Blaes will vie

for the heavyweight slot.
Three of the freshmen look to have
an immediate impact. At 112-lbs,
Tristan Bundy, “is a very impressive
young man. He has good mat sense.
He’s quick on his feet. It’s like the
Tasmanian Devil type of quick,”
chuckled Scholz. “He’s a competitor.
He will be interesting to watch.”
Jawan Gains could see varsity time
at 119-lbs.
“He has good hip tosses. He’s a
judo guy and he knows his balance,”
said Scholz.
Mike Ridge adds toughness and
depth at 135-lbs.
“He wrestles all year round. He has
good shots,” said Scholz.
The Raiders will host Irvington on
Wednesday, December 20 at 5 p.m.,
but look forward to hosting mat rival
Roselle Park on Saturday, December
23, at 7 p.m.
VARSITY POSSIBILITIES:
103: — Dave Casmas (10)
112: — Bundy (9)
119: — Gano (12)/Gains (9)
125: — Ferrara (10)
130: — Gibbs (12)
135: — Olsson (12)/Ridge (9)
140: — Desiato (10)
145: — Mineo (12)
152: — Bachi (12)/Cannon (11)
160: — DeNichilo (12)
171: — Zam Zam (12)/Nassiri (12)
189: — Jacobs (11)
215: — Baker (11)/Chris Pflaum (12)
Hwt: — Blaes (11)/Loomis (11)

Viking Guterl Named
XC All-State 2nd Team
Union Catholic High School senior Brian Guterl had been selected
to The Star-Ledger’s All-State Second Team in boys cross-country. He
was also named First Team All-Non
Public and First Team All-Union
County (UC).
Westfield Blue Devils Evan Friedman and Alex Tarlow were named to
the All-UC First Team while teammates Kevin O’Rourke, Brian Hyslip
and Brendan Berkowitz were named to
the Second Team and Neil Fitzpatrick
was named to the Third Team. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Adam Biner
was named to the All-UC First Team
while Pat Doliber made the Second
Team and Martin Sweeney made the
Third Team. Viking Collin Dube was
named to the All-UC Third Team.
Westfield was named UC Team of
the Year and coach Jack Martin was
named Coach of the Year.

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

Broker / Sales Associate
CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

WISHING YOU AND YOURS A HAPPY, HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON!

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

Raider Matmen Have many
Veterans, Talented Freshmen
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Announcing New Construction
“Wychwood”

WESTFIELD OFFICE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING A PIN…Raider Mike Ferrara practices a half nelson on Sal Gano
during a wrestling practice session.

908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, December 17th 1-4 PM
232 Hazel Avenue

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2007 CURBSIDE COLLECTION SCHEDULE
BY GREAT NORTHERN RECYCLING

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
January 2008

WARD 1
(Mondays)

WARD 2
WARD 3
WARD 4
(Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

1*,15,29
12,26
12,26
9,23
7,21
4,18
2,16,30
13,27
10,24
8,22
5,19
3,17,31

2,16,30
13,27
13,27
10,24
8,22
5,19
3,17,31
14,28
11,25
9,23
6,20
4,18
1*

3,17,31
14,28
14,28
11,25
9,23
6,20
4*,18
1,15,29
12,26
10,24
7,21
5,19
2

4,18
1,15
1,15,29
12,26
10,24
7,21
5,19
2,16,30
13,27
11,25
8,22*
6,20
3

* January 1st is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Wednesday, January 3rd.
*July 4th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 3 will be on Friday, July 6th.
*November 22nd is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 4 will be on Friday, November 23rd.
*January 1, 2008 is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 2 will be on Wednesday, January 2, 2008.

$599,000

Westfield

Sparkling 4 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial in wonderful Westfield neighborhood. This home has been
meticulously maintained and updated for a seamless offering of 1920’s charm with today’s conveniences. A
remodeled eat-in Kitchen with stainless appliances, granite countertops and a breakfast bar overlooks rear
yard and deck. A warming Living Room with fireplace, generously sized formal Dining Room and sundrenched Family Room with built-ins complete the first floor. Upstairs amenities include a newer full Bath
and a finished 3rd floor walk-up Bedroom. Gleaming, newly refinished hardwood floors are a crisp, finishing
touch that makes the home truly in move-in condition. WSF0931

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

BUY FOR $1,908/MO.

MOUNTAINSIDE

SPACIOUS

BUY FOR $1,447/MO.

$659,000

BEAUTIFUL!

SCOTCH PLAINS

$499,800

Very spacious 5 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Split Level. Light & bright throughout with family room, renovated
kitchen & breakfast sunroom with French doors to the patio, hot tub and private yard. The oversize living
room with built-in bookcases, brick gas fireplace & hardwood floors opens to the dining room. Four
additional bedrooms, basement & 2-car attached garage complete this terrific home. (052001377)

Four bedroom Bi-Level featuring recently updated full tile bathroom with Corian countertops, updated
kitchen with custom cabinetry, new countertop & backsplash, new automatic garage door opener and key
pad entry. Family room with walk-out patio, deck, private yard with wood fencing. (052001307)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
BUY FOR $2,302/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,199,000

Riviere Homes announces the marriage of elegance & sophistication in new construction to be built at 507
Westfield Rd. 5,000 sq. ft. Colonial Tudor featuring 13 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5 ½ baths & all the amenities
you have come to expect in fine homes. Upon entering the soaring two-story foyer you will be captivated by
inlaid/hardwood floors woven throughout the formal living & formal dining rooms & study. The heart of
any great home beats in the kitchen & this home is no exception w/fine cabinetry draped in granite,
superior appliances, 3 fireplaces, wine cellar, exercise room and more. Call now while you can still add your
own personal touches. (052001104)

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION
$795,000
Custom Center Hall Colonial. Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½-3 baths and
Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonr y
accents. Call Ralph for more information at
908-591-6283. (052000589)

NEW CONSTRUCTION

WESTFIELD

$1,369,000

CUSTOM RESIDENCE

WESTFIELD

Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of
new construction. Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer
flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms. A custom crafted center-island kitchen opens to a
large family room with a distinctive wood-burning fireplace. Hardwood floors throughout with custom
mahogany inlay borders will complement the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.
Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.
Customize this home as your own with the builder. (052000835)

$1,125,000

A distinctive 2006 custom Westfield residence by Bella Properties. From designer appointments and countless extras to the
unparalleled attention to quality craftsmanship, this custom Colonial showplace will elicit praise at every turn. Amenities
include spacious mahogany front porch, dramatic 2-story entry, classic 9’ first floor ceilings, hardwood flooring 1st & 2nd
floors, detailed millwork, luxurious master suite, 2-zone heating and central air, designer kitchen, 2 ½ gorgeous baths, family
room with fireplace, elegant open staircase to 8’ ceiling in basement, patio, private yard and so very much more. Nestled on
a tranquil cul de sac on a fabulous property with an expansive private yard. Moments from Tamaques Park, schools and
picturesque downtown Westfield. 632 Green Briar Court would be the perfect choice to call home . . . Contact Holly for the
impressive list of amenities & specifications. (052000983)

The 95 Professional Sales Associates and Staff of the Weichert Westfield Office would like to
thank you for making 2006 our best year ever in helping you with all of your Real Estate needs.

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

We wish you and your families Happy Holidays and a Healthy New Year.
BUY FOR $2,124/MO.

WESTFIELD

MANOR PARK

BUY FOR $1,789/MO.

$490,000

MOUNTAINSIDE COLONIAL CAPE BORDERING ECHO LAKE PARK $695,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

Charming three bedroom, 1 ½ bath Split Level in the Manor Park section of Westfield,
features built-ins in the living room and dining room with hardwood floors throughout. This
home has a ground-level family room plus a basement and central air. The property is nicely
landscaped with mature gardens, in a quiet, pleasant neighborhood. (052001474)

Charm & tranquility is abundant in this 10 room, 5 bedroom, 3 full bath Colonial Cape bordering Echo
Lake Park. Open archways guide you through the home as you walk along, wanting to see more. The
enchantment begins the minute you step into the gracious vestibule. From here an archway opens onto the
living room with stone fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with bay windows, study, sunroom, bedroom/
family room with full bath & a 2nd full bath complete the first floor. The equally delightful 2nd level hosts
4 bedrooms & full bath that come together to form this private retreat. Conveniently located near schools
& NY transportation. (052001443)

Hidden on a quiet cul-de-sac, this 10 room Center Hall Colonial is a rare find. From its
gorgeous 11’ x 12’ custom designed wood and marble fireplace in the great room to its expansive
park-like decking with a 13 ½’ custom designed gazebo with cedar interior. You’ll be captivated
by it’s charm and detail. (052001296)

BUY FOR $1,416/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $1,286/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$550,000

This immaculate 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial is bright, airy and ready for your
family. Enjoy the spacious eat-in kitchen and let the 2nd floor laundry bring a smile to your
face. Of course it has central air, hardwood floors, formal living room etc . . . and the golf
course is only steps away! (052001184)

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,679,000

This new Center Hall Colonial boasts 4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, formal living and dining
rooms, study/library and a family room with wood-burning fireplace. Hardwood floors
throughout with custom mahogany inlay borders will compliment the detail and craftsmanship
appointed to this unique residence. Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in
the living room, dining room, study & master suite. A large center island kitchen w/granite
tops & top-of-the-line appliances will meet all of one’s desires. The master suite will include
tray ceilings, hardwood floors w/custom inlay borders, walk-in closets, French doors to a
private office & French doors to a large open balcony. Make this home your own by
customizing your dreams to reality with the builder. (052001047)

WESTFIELD

RARE FIND

CHARMING COLONIAL

$945,000

$499,800

Welcome to 126 Madison Avenue in the premier community of Westfield. This four bedroom,
two full bath Colonial is situated on a 75’ x 100’ wooded lot near Brightwood Park, minutes
from Franklin School. Many updates including new kitchen in 2005. (052001540)

weichert.com

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence. This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.530%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12 months, in
effect as of 10/3/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.330% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.530% (7.660% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates can change monthly
during the life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier. Deferred Interest: Payments will revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,646 would be due in month 35. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest paid on your mortgage and the effect
of deferred interest for your specific tax situation. Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should
ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000. Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers. This program is not available in all areas. Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates
quoted are as of 10/3/06 and subject to change. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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Devil’s Den

Winter Sports Season
Kicks Into High Gear

Devil of the Week
Jesse Embry
Bowling

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO ENJOY THE DINNER…Pictured, left to right, are: Scotch PlainsFanwood High School football team captains John Badala, Tom Pennella, Greg
Brand and Colin Campbell who are about to enjoy the meal and festivities that
were held in the cafeteria on December 11.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SP-F RAIDERS AIM THEIR GUNS…Pictured, left to right, senior co-captain
Darnell Dortch, Head Coach Brian Doherty and senior co-captain Greg Bayard
who hope to get a shot at a state sectional crown.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

C ongratulations
John DeMarco

Kathryn Shea

Donna Perch

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.
Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the
nation. These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest
standards of professionalism, integrity and service.
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
1-888-317-5416
Call now for a pre-approval decision

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

The winter sports season “officially” opens up this weekend with
the “big-time” sports — boys and
girls basketball, and wrestling — kicking off their seasons, two weeks after
boys and girls swimming, ice hockey
and bowling actually began things.
And it appears that it’s going to be
another very interesting winter, so
the Den will now take a mini-look at
the possibilities.
BOYS BASKETBALL: With Tom
Bonard dishin’, Mike Venezia and
Dan Pritsker swishin’ and Chris
Jenkins wiskin’, things could get
pretty exciting at the old gymnasium
this winter. Add athletic defender
Mike Lessner, footballer Santo Nardi
for muscle and talented underclassmen like junior Manny Mills and
sophomores Jihaad Billups, Chris
Sheehan and Tony DiIorio, and this
should be a fun-to-watch team.
Opener: at Linden (tomorrow, 7 p.m.)
Key game(s): Scotch Plains (Jan. 4,
Feb. 8).
GIRLS BASKETBALL: If they
play good defense and get everybody
involved in the offense, this could be
the girls best year in a decade, maybe
ever. The last time WHS was truly on
the girls hoops map was 1988-90, when
players like Krissy Jeremiah, Claudia
Carnevale, Kim Kumpf and Marcie
Williams led the team to a three-year
combined 48-19 record, winning at
least one game each year in both the
county and state tournaments. With
juniors Erin Miller, Gabby O’Leary
and Danielle Infantino, and seniors
Casey El Koury and Katie Cronen all
returning starters, improved sophomores Tara Handza, Keri Pringle and
Gabby Jakobs and freshman Diana
Venezia, the talent is there for a memorable season. And there’s the hopedfor return of junior Stephanie
Slodyczka, who missed all of last year
after a knee injury. She was the team’s
No. 2 scorer and No. 1 rebounder as a
freshman.
Opener: Linden (tomorrow, 7 p.m.)
Key game(s): Scotch Plains (Jan. 4,
Feb. 8), Cranford (Feb. 17).
BOWLING: During last year’s
sectionals victory, Brett Ettinger,
Bryan Elsasser, Harrison Mercado,
Eric Curialle and Arley Rojas rolled a
school record 1,134 one-game pin
total. They’re all back. Veteran Mike
Tirone’s 26th season as the ol’ keglin’
coach should be another good one.
It’s been 13 years since the ’94 team
won the only state bowling title in
school history. That team featured
the hard-rockin’ Masino brothers, Dan
and Matt, along with Greg Rhodes,
Shaun McNamara and Jason Smith.
Key match: Scotch Plains (today,
Jan. 23).

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited
of Westfield is very pleased to
announce Ed Feeley
has joined their office.

ICE HOCKEY: Will season No.
13 of WHS ice hockey bring better
luck? The previous 12 seasons have
seen only three winning seasons.
Goalie Eric Zagorski will keep the
Devils in most games, while Adam
Becker, Craig Esposito and the
Davidsons, Brian and Seth, are key
veterans.
Key game(s): Scotch Plains (Dec.
22, Jan. 11).
BOYS SWIMMING: There is
potential here for both county and
state honors. Seniors Phil Anton, Luke
Baran and P.J. Harley, along with
junior Matt Green and sophomore
Chris DeLaFuente, are the best bets
for top individual honors. But, as
usual, the team’s strength is in its
depth. An 88-82 win over Mountain
Lakes in its opener shows a muchimproved team, as Mountain Lakes
won 118-52 a year ago.
Key meet(s): Scotch Plains (Saturday) sectional final (Feb. 20).

years. Two of them are Hall of Famers
Lee Waring and Rick McGinley. Who
are the other two?
FOOTBALL UPDATE
Congratulations to Will Harbaugh
and Santo Nardi, both first-team AllArea selections by the Courier-News,
whose circulation area includes western Union County, Piscataway, and
all of Somerset and Hunterdon counties. Both Harbaugh and Nardi had
years that couldn’t be overlooked.
Harbaugh started three years at linebacker (one outside, two inside) plus
two at offensive guard; Nardi started
three years on the O-line (two at tackle,
this year at guard) and two years as a
defensive tackle.
Others who should get some AllCounty and All-Area consideration
include Tom Bonard, as a kicker and
all-around pain-in-the-neck for opponents, Malcolm Allen, Sean Ferro,
Ryan Yarusi, Scott Newman, Joe
Dugan, Joe Schurig and Jack

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING SOME CHUCKLES…Blue Devil team captains Ryan Yarusi, front,
and Will Harbaugh get a few laughs at the football dinner held at the Westwood
on December 11.

GIRLS SWIMMING: Another
potential county and state champion
team, if it can beat neighboring Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in both cases. The
team has standouts (Kylie Fraser,
Katie Morgan, Brittany Reyes, Lauren
McCurdy, Darrell Ann Smith, Julie
Cederroth, Liz Hawkins, Alexi Kuska,
Suzanne Lemberg) and depth out the
wazoo!
Key meet(s): Scotch Plains (Saturday, Feb. 4 at counties, Feb. 20 at
sectionals).
WRESTLING: A slight rebuilding year for Glen (G.K. III) Kurz, but
seniors Colin MacKay and Mark
Boyd are returning district champions, and there are lots of returnees at
the lower and middle weights, like
Nick DeFreitas, John Barnes, Sam
Reichbach, Matt Shaffer, Andy
Castrorao and John Falzon. The upper weights sure would look nice
with guys like George Cornell, Ryan
Yarusi, Scott Newman, Will Harbaugh
and Tom Wansaw.
Opener: Shabazz (tomorrow, 4:30
p.m.)
Key match: Scotch Plains (Jan. 5).
DEN TRIVIA
Only four football players have ever
led WHS in scoring for three straight

Meagher. Any newpaper’s most improved player list would have to include fullback George Cornell. And
if anybody gives out long-snapper
honors, I’d argue for Pete Antonelli.
Harbaugh was named Booster Senior MVP at the team’s annual dinner
Monday night at the Westwood, while
Harbaugh (defense) and Bonard (offense) won top honors.
MILESTONES
Maggie McFadden’s final field
hockey team posted a 7-9-1 record,
but that included the 300th win in the
program’s 35-year history. And
McFadden ended up with a 179-16272 mark in 24 years coaching WHS
field hockey. Combine that with her
237-104 mark in 14 years as softball
coach and Maggie retires with a career mark of 416 wins, 266 losses and
72 ties. She joins George (G.K. II)
Kapner, Gary Kehler, Walt Clarkson,
Carol Donner and Bob Brewster in
the 400-Win Club.
Thom Hornish, the only girls cross
country coach WHS has known since
the program started in 1980, passed the
200-victory plateau during a 9-0 dualmeet campaign. His and the program’s
record is 202 up and just 34 down.
Kapner got within two victories of

800 for his coaching career when the
boys soccer team went 13-7-1. With a
powerhouse tennis team expected this
spring, he should reach the magic
number in two meets.
The girls tennis team reached the
600-victory mark for its history in its
opening win and finished the season
at 614 wins, 109 losses.
Bev Torok came into the volleyball
season with 200 victories so her 25-4
team pushed her record to 225-75,
and moved the school to 395 victories
and 171 losses in 26 seasons.
Upcoming milestones:
The girls swim team posted the
300th win in its 31st year when it
defeated Plainfield last week. That’s
300 wins against just 59 losses and
three ties, with nine state titles.
At some point this season, the girls
basketball program will notch the
300th win since the program was “restarted” in 1973. The modern record
is 294 wins, 407 losses. That does not
include any wins from back in the
1912-26 era, when the WHS girls
were a powerhouse, including a
runnerup finish to Lawton, Okla., in
the “national” championships.
Kevin Everly comes into his 10th
season as WHS boys basketball coach
with an 88-107 record — that mark is
64-50 over the last five seasons. With
a nice returning team this winter,
there’s a good chance that Everly will
become the fourth Blue Devil boys
coach to post 100 victories. The others are John Lay (179-87), Joe Soviero
(119-150) and Neil Horne (107-69).
The ice hockey program started in
1995 and has posted a 92-168-24 record
in its 12 seasons. Last year’s team won
nine games and the year before won 13,
so it’s possible the Devils could reach
No. 100 this winter.
DOUBLE WHOOPS
In last week’s Den, we mentioned
that the WHS-SPF swim meet is Jan.
16 … that should have been Dec. 16,
this Saturday, 7 p.m.
And we neglected to include Bill
Dlouhy and Jerry Gigon on the list of
Embree Crescent athletes.
FOOD UPDATE
Younger brother C.J. — yes, he of
C.J.’s Extra’s Innings baseball card
store fame — is an Italian food expert
and has found another fine eating establishment. After sampling the Italian hot dog, the Den agrees and recommends you order some takeout from
Isabel’s Pizzeria, 124 Locust Avenue,
Roselle, a block off South Avenue
(turn right at the Wendy’s). The prices
are good, they deliver, and the food is
great (awesome French fries).
TRIVIA ANSWER
Bobby Dougherty in 1944-45-46,
and Terence Jenkins in 1999-2000-01.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Ave.) goes to bowler Jesse Embry. At
last weekend’s Westfield Invitational,
the junior rolled a 729 series, helping
the Blue Devils finish second, to
Woodbridge.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
note-type items at bj1019@aol.com.
GO DEVILS!

MARY McENERNEY EARNS ELEVENTH TRIP
TO COLDWELL BANKER ELITE RETREAT
Trip Awarded to Company’s Top Performers

Ed has been in real estate for 14 years.
He also holds a New Jersey real estate instructors license.
Camie Delaney, Manager of the Westfield office, was quoted
“Ed brings to our office a proven track record. He has the
innovation and persistance to sell your home in this changing
market. Ed will be a great addition to our office.”
To reach Ed, please call: 908-518-5444.

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited, Realtors
200 North Avenue East
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-9292

Westfield, New Jersey, November 21, 2006 – and a Certified Residential Specialist (CRS), a
Mary McEnerney, a Sales Associate in the Coldwell designation earned by only 2% of licensed agents
Banker Westfield office attended the company’s Elite nationally who have met specific course, years of
Retreat in August, a three-day conference held at service and total volume requirements.
Mary earned membership in the International
Hyatt Regency in Chicago. This is the 11th time
President’s Premier by
McEnerney has been
achieving such a high
selected to participate in
volume of sales and
this prestigious event.
providing exceptional
The event is a privilege
service to all of her
awarded to the top 1% of
clients,” said Michael
Coldwell Banker Sales
Scott, Manager of the
Associates, who have
Westfield office. “She is
earned membership in the
maintaining our tradition
International President’s
of excellence while
Elite sales club. During the
helping people to
event, Sales Associates
complete one of the most
experienced a dynamic
stressful transactions –
combination of powerful
buying or selling a home
and inspirational speakers
– with ease.”
who addressed the latest
For information on
trends
in
industry
buying or selling a home
technology, and a superstar
Pictured: Mary McEnerney,
in the Westfield area,
panel offering valuable
Sales
Associate and Jim Gillespie,
please
call
Mary
insights into the practices
of top real estate industry Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation McEnerney at the
Westfield office of
leaders.
President & CEO
Coldwell
Banker
“We are proud to honor
Mary McEnerney and value her affiliation with the Residential Brokerage at 908-233-5555. The office
Westfield Coldwell Banker office,” said Jim is located at 209 Central Avenue in Westfield.
Gillespie, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage in New
President and Chief Executive Officer. “The Jersey/Rockland County, N.Y., is a member of the
individual members of the President’s Premier and Coldwell Banker® system, which has 3,500 offices
Elite represent the very best of the Coldwell Banker and more than 114,500 Sales Associates worldwide.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage is part of
system.”
A licensed real estate veteran of 31 years and a the NRT family of companies, which owns and
consistent top producer in the Westfield office, Mary operates companies in the nation’s largest
is one of 250 Previews Property Specialists in New metropolitan markets. NRT Incorporated, a
Jersey/Rockland County of which there are subsidiary of Central Corporation (NYSE: CD), is
approximately 3,500 active agents. She holds a the nation’s leading real estate brokerage company
SRES designation as well, which qualifies her to with more than 950 offices and 50,000 sales
advise seniors in her service areas about their homes associates.
PAID BULLETIN BOARD
and rental properties. She is a Relocation Specialist

Weichert

Weichert
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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WF Y Swim A Boys Submerge
Ocean County Y Boys, 105-91

GENEROUS DONORS…Garwood Dunkin Donuts store managers Ron and
Susie Ruiz with Westfield PAL flag football players, pictured, left to right, are:
Jared Foley, Jeremy Cohen, Matt Lanzano, Danny McHugh and Alex Cohen.

Dunkin Donuts, ShopRite Aid
Westfield PAL Flag Football
Each Saturday morning, from Labor Day through mid-November,
Tamaques Park served as the meeting
place for over 500 flag football participants, parents, coaches and friends.
The Westfield PAL flag football program has developed from 67 players
in 1998 to over 450 players this year,
and has become one of the more popular sports in town, with players ranging in age from 6-to 14-years-old.
In addition to watching some great
football games on Saturday mornings in Westfield, players and parents
have enjoyed coffee and donuts, which
have been graciously donated over
the years by two wonderful organizations, ShopRite Supermarket of Clark
and the Dunkin Donuts on North
Avenue in Garwood.

Westfield resident Dean Janeway,
President of Wakefern Foods in Elizabeth in conjunction with ShopRite
store manager Frank Juba have been
extremely generous over the years to
the PAL program. Dunkin Donuts
proprietor Anthony D’Amore, also a
Westfield resident who has coached
in the PAL flag football program has
been extremely generous as well with
coffee and donuts every Saturday
morning.
“We can’t thank them enough for
all of their support of the PAL flag
football program and I would strongly
encourage everyone to patronize these
businesses since they give back so
much to the community” said league
coordinator John Dugan.

The Westfield Area Y boys “A”
swim team beat Ocean County Y,
105-91 on December 2.
(8Us): Colin Daniel (first) in 25backstroke (second) in 50-freestyle.
Ryan Daniel won the 25-fly, Jake
Lessner (second) in 25-breaststroke
and (third) in 25-fly, NicholasYoussef
(50-free, 25-breaststroke) took third
and Lucas Fan got third in 25-back.
Colin Daniel, Jake Lessner, Ryan
Daniel and Erik Swanson won the
100-medley relay.
(9-10s): Luke McGrory (100-free,
50-back) took first, Aidan Donadio
(first) in 100-IM (second) in 50breaststroke, Tyler Lessner (first) in
50-fly and (second) in 100-IM,
Stephen Husch (first) in 50-breaststroke and (second) in 100-free, Aram
Barmakian (second) in 50-backstroke,
Thomas Pyle (second) in 50-fly, Jack
Rose (third) in 50-back and 50-fly,
Ryan Daniel (third) in 100-free and
Mark Trinkle (third) in 50-breaststroke. Luke McGrory, Aidan
Donadio, Jake Lessner and Stephen
Husch won the 200-medley relay.
(11-12s): Matt Daniel (first) in 200IM and 50-fly, Daniel Pesin (first) in
50-back and (second) in 200-IM,
Jonathan Drori (second) in 100-free
and 50-breaststroke, Kevin Oster (second) in 50-back, Anthony Gurrieri
(third) in 100-free, Ryan Hobson
(third) in 50-back and Brennan Haley
(third) in 50-fly.
(13-14s): Matt Meserole (first) in
200-IM and 100-fly, Mike Oster (first)
in 200-free and 100-breaststroke,
Colin Terwelp (first) in 200-back and
(third) in 200-IM, Larry Zhang (second) in 200-IM and 100-breaststroke,
Andrew Cordeiro (second) in 200free and (third) in 100-back and John
Taylor (second) in 100-fly. Andrew

Cordeiro, Matt Meserole, Larry
Zhang and Mike Oster won the 200medley relay.
(15-18s): Matt Miller (first) in 200free and (second) in 200-fly, Luke
Baran (first) in 100-back and (second) in 200-free, Phil Anton (first)
in 100-breaststroke and (second) in
200-IM, Brian Pesin (second) in 100breaststroke, Matt Morgan (third) in
200-IM and 200-fly, Max Blum
(third) in 200-free and Jonathan
Kosenick (third) in 100-back. Matt
Miller, Brian Pesin, Jonathan
Kosenick and Matt Morgan won the
200-medley relay.

Raritan Valley Y Sinks
WF Y B Swim Girls
The Westfield Area Y Girls’A Devilfish swim team lost a recent meet to
the Raritan Valley YMCA, 106-101.
(8&Under): Betsey Penn touched
first in fly and third in free, Emily
Beattie nailed first place in back, Sara
Gargiulo placed second in back and
Felicia Mermer got third in both breast
and fly.
(9&10): Rachel Fan captured second place in free and third in back,
Johanna Mermer got second in breast
and Zoe Pappas took third in the IM.
(11&12): Meghan Bachmann
nailed first in fly and third in free,
Kayla Krasnoo took first in breast
and Caitlin Carroll placed third in fly.
(13&14): Margaux Fleschler nailed
the top spot in breast and second in
the IM, Amanda Adsit got second in
fly and Kylie Bangs touched third in
back.
(15&Over): Maegan Foley placed
third in breast, Cassie Green got third
in back and Abigail Ryan took third
in free.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE FIRST GOAL…Blue Devil senior Captain Brian Davidson, No.
3, scores the first goal against West Essex while junior Craig Esposito, No. 8,
watches in the first round of the Cron Tournament at Warinanco Arena in Roselle
on December 5. West Essex won, 3-2.
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen Gwaldis
• Top Lister & Top Producer, Month of November
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Kathleen Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Kathleen Gwaldis in, and she’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Kimberley Aslanian Haley

Raider Mains Selected
All-State First Team
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Lauren Mains has been
selected to The Star-Ledger First Team
All-State in girls soccer. Six Raiders,
four Westfield Blue Devils and three
Union Catholic Vikings received AllUnion County (UC) honors or better.
Mains, a four-year starter, recorded
13 shutouts, while allowing only six
goals, to elevate her career shutout
total to 44. Mains (All-Group 3 First
Team) was also named UC Goalie of
the Year. Her teammate Allie
Hambleton (All-Group 3 First Team)
was named UC Player of the Year and
the Raiders were named UC Team of
the Year.
Blue Devils Gillian Kape (Second
Team All-Group 4) and Erin
McCarthy, Raider Allie Zazzali and
Vikings Jen Seniszyn (All-Non Public Third Team) and Jill Roth (AllNon Public Second Team) made the
All-UC First Team. Blue Devils Claire
Bennett and Corinne Parkinson and
Raider Colleen LaForge were named
to the All-UC Second Team, while
Vikings Melissa McClintock (AllNon Public Second Team) and Katie
Vargo and Raider Rachel Kruper made
the All-UC Third Team.

Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

640 RAHWAY AVENUE, WESTFIELD

12 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Spacious and renovated 10 room Colonial close to downtown Westfield and NYC
transportation. This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living Room
w/fireplace, first floor Office, screened porch, updated Eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent
Family Room addition opening to two-tiered deck overlooking park-like property,
hardwood fl00rs, central air, Master Bedroom Suite and updated bathrooms.

Situated on park-like property on a quiet street, this spacious & tastefully decorated 10 room home offers close proximity to the elementary school. This authentic Tudor boasts a gracious Foyer, formal Dining Room & Living Room
w/fireplace, 1st floor Den & Family Room, eat-in Kitchen, finished Recroom,
hardwood floors w/cherry inlay, Master Bedroom Suite and central air.

Offered for $799,000

Offered for $929,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4

2457 ALLWOOD ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS

1248 SUNNYFIELD DRIVE, SCOTCH PLAINS

This charming 4 bedroom, inviting home with a traditional floor plan sits on an
oversized property in a quiet “block party” neighborhood in an excellent school
district. The neighborhood is rapidly expanding due to its desirable location,
making the property a sound investment opportunity. Located close by are public
golf courses and local downtown shopping.

Extensively renovated Ranch home on peaceful ½ acre of property nestled on a
quiet tree-lined street on the south side of Scotch Plains. This immaculate home
offers a new Kitchen w/Corian counters, 3.1 Baths, formal Living Room w/
fireplace, first floor Family Room with fireplace, 2 Master Suites, screened
porch, hardwood floors & central air.

Offered for $525,000

Offered for $819,000

Westfield “Gem”

955 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD
Traditional, brick center hall colonial residence with wonderful curb appeal.
Convenient location within walking to town, school and transportation. Formal
21’ entry hall with beautiful banistered staircase. Gracious living room with
wood-burning fireplace. Formal dining room boasting chair rail molding and
original crystal chandelier. Updated eat-in kitchen with wood cabinetry, Corian
counters and oversized bay window overlooking the patio and spacious backyard.
Family room plus den on the first floor. Five bedrooms, 2 full and 2 half baths,
attached garage, central air and finished recreation room complete this charming
home. Ready for immediate occupancy. Call Betty 908-419-5141 (Cell) for
private viewing. Offered at $975,000. WSF0923

Offered for $819,000

Offered for $800,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location in a quiet
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary School. This
impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with granite counters,
three new Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room and Den,
finished Recroom in basement, hardwood floors & central air.

Coldwell Banker

BETTY LYNCH

Broker / Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE

130 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined
Westfield street. Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living
Room with gas fireplace. This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air
& furnace, new windows, master Bedroom with new full bathroom, fenced yard
and deck overlooking manicured grounds.

908-233-5555

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Tri-County Red Cross
Thanks Area Supporters
As 2006 draws to a close, it is time to
offer a hearty “thank you” to the many of
you who supported us during the year.
As chairman of the American Red Cross
Tri-County Chapter of New Jersey, I have
seen first-hand the extraordinary work of
our staff and volunteers who serve twentytwo communities throughout Union,
Middlesex and Somerset counties.
Through the year we responded to 51
local disasters, most of them home fires,
affecting 275 adults and 102 children. We
trained more than 15,000 people in areas
such as CPR, life guarding and first aid,
provided 9,300 medical-related trips to
people who had no other means of transportation, conducted blood-collection
services and provided emergency communications linking military personnel
with their families locally.
In response to major disasters on a
national level, such as Katrina, we trained
180 people in disaster response, deployed
38 individuals to the affected areas for 23 week periods and assisted 81 displaced

families with housing and other social
services.
Our goal is to ensure that every family
in our community is “Disaster-Ready.”
This could mean a home fire prevention
plan, someone in every household being
CPR- trained, or certifications in such
areas as first-aid, water safety and AED
(Automated External Defibrillator) use.
We urge you to make this your family’s
2007 priority and to let us help you get
there.
Tonight, tomorrow, any minute now,
one of our neighbors is going to turn to the
Red Cross for help. It is through your
support and generosity that the Tri-County
Chapter will be there for them. Thank
you, again.
For more information, please see
www.tricountyredcross.org.
Sheldon Goldberg
Tri-County Chapter
American Red Cross
Plainfield

Government Wants Our Money;
Keeping Us in the Dark
I could not agree with you more (editorial, Dec. 7) that the public entities must
keep the public informed of their actions.
The Scotch Plains Mayor and Township
Council do make efforts to keep us appraised. In fact, their public meetings are
televised live and repeated may times; in
addition there are interviews with the
local printed media.
However, the state, county and the
school board are just the opposite. It is
apparent, they want to govern and spend
our money while keeping us in the dark.
The governor and those running Trenton, gave us four committees to look at
property tax reform. They met for months,
talked mostly to the unions, left the minority party out of the decision making
and just a couple days before a union
protest on medical and pension reform,
decided that these topics should be discussed behind closed doors.
The governor seeing the resentment
told the legislature to go ahead with their
recommendations, but reminded them
that he had veto power. This served to
take the wind out of the sails for any
reform. So much for the governor’s “800
pound gorilla.”
When it comes to the county, they
have been sited by a Union County prosecutor for failure to comply with the
Sunshine Laws (i.e., N.J.S.A. 10:4-13).

Why are their meetings not held live on
TV and repeated? Why is there no callin like our town has? Why is it that the
Union County Watchdogs never have a
shortage of material to investigate and
are forced to issue OPRA after OPRA
request?
The county on the other hand said that
the Watchdogs are wasting public monies. This makes one think that only the
county wants to control the spending of
taxpayer’s dollars. When one questions
the spending, (they say) that it is wasting; but when the money is appropriated
in Elizabeth, it is not. Union County
Freeholders — how many went to the
Chicago nationwide convention, and how
much did they spend on this boondoggle?
The local access TV channel does
show the town council meeting, but never
a county meeting, unless it (the county)
appears to tell us how great they are, or
to show us local sports.
What is TV34 an ESPN want-a-be?
Why can’t the school board meetings be
televised? Why not tell us were our dollars are going? Does the BOE believe
that they are in compliance with the
Sunshine Law? Why can’t we have comprehensive meeting minutes and when
will the public be informed as to the
discussions in Executive Session? At
one time, the school board meetings were
televised each Monday night. Why can’t
we return to this openness?
It is about time that we demanded performance. Should we not get it, we must
vote them out of office, turn down school
budgets, reject bonds for lights on fields,
issue petitions or recall elected officials.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
2007 REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE
PLANNING BOARD
In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, NJ will be held in Council Chambers, First Floor, Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ at 7:30
p.m. on the following Mondays in 2007,
unless otherwise indicated:

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
2007 REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

January 8
January 22
February 12
February 26
March 12
March 26
April 9
April 23
May 14
Wednesday, May 30
June 11
June 25
July 9
July 23
August 13
August 27
September 10
September 24
Wednesday, October 10
October 22
Wednesday, November 14
November 26
December 10

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
regular meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains, Union County, New Jersey will be
held in Council Chambers, First Floor,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on
the following Thursdays in 2007:
January 4, 2007 [Reorganizational]
February 1, 2007
March 1, 2007
April 5, 2007
May 3, 2007
June 7, 2007
July 12, 2007
September 6, 2007
October 4, 2007
November 1, 2007
December 6, 2007
January 8, 2008 [Reorganizational]

In accordance with the Americans With
Disabilities Act, any person that might
require special needs should be in touch
with the Board Office during normal business hours so that their needs may be
addressed (visually or hearing impaired,
wheelchair bound, etc.)
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 12/14/06, The Times Fee: $40.29

All interested parties may be present
and be heard. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person that might require special needs should
be in touch with the Board Office during
normal business hours so that their needs
may be addressed (visually or hearing
impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)
Barbara Horev
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/14/06, The Times Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Regular Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETING:

December 21, 2006

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

7:00 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 12/14/06, The Times

The board meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. in
executive session and public session will begin
at 7:30 p.m.
Action will be taken.
Fee: $32.64

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)
Name
Address
City

State

ZIP

Phone #
Payment

Cash

Check

Charge

CC #
Exp. Date
Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

HELP WANTED

Exercise Physiologists/Trainers
New Fitness Ctr in Scotch Plains
looking for friendly, dependable
CPT’s to develop, supervise &
assist members of all ages &
abilities w/exercise program.
Degree and/or Cert. Req’d.
Call Sheri (609) 683-7888 or email
sherif@fitnessandwellness.org
HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

Full-time, entry-level position
available for busy municipal office.
Qual candidate must be self
starter/quick learner, detail
oriented & able to multitask.
Proficient in Microsoft Office. Good
comm skills & pleasant personality. Fax resume (908)789-4129
Bldg Dept.

Substitute Teachers
Substitute School Nurses
Send Resume to:
Dr. Richard O’Malley
(908) 232-3232 x 140
Mountainside Board of Education
1497 Woodacres Drive
Mountainside NJ 07092
E-Mail:
snugent@mountainsideschools.org
Equal Opportunity Employer

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

22nd District News

Treat Divorcing Couples
With Dignity in the Law
Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
The Tax Assessment List for The Township of Scotch Plains for the 2007 Tax
Year will be open for inspection on Wednesday, December 27, 2006 between the
hours of 9:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in the
Tax Assessor’s Office, RM. 122, Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains.
Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor
1 T - 12/14/06, The Times Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on December 7, 2006, the following
decision of the Board was memorialized:
Approved, a Conditional Use Variance
and Waiver of Site Plan for Westfield
Hall, Inc., 2265 South Avenue, Block 8201,
Lot 14 to convert the former Friendly’s
Restaurant into a House of Worship.
Barbara Horev
Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 12/14/06, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on December 5, 2006 by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
RESOLUTION
CODE REVIEW & TOWN PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
DECEMBER 5, 2006
TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Conference Session, at which meeting the public
may attend and make comments, and
address Council to discuss and consider
matters of public business, upon which no
formal action will then be taken but which
may subsequently be acted upon in a
regular Council Meeting, on the following
dates in 2007 in the Administrative Conference Room in the Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, at 8:00 p.m., the said dates being
the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

9 and 23
6 and 20
6 and 20
10 and 24
8 and 22
12 and 26
31
(None)
4 and 18
2 and 23
7 (Wednesday) and 27
(None)

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2007 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m., with a preliminary meeting at
7:45 p.m. in the adjacent Council Conference Room which the public may also
attend, the said meeting dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

16 and 30
13 and 27
13 and 27
17
1 and 15
5 and 19
10
7
11 and 25
16 and 30
20
4

1 T - 12/14/06, The Leader Fee: $54.57

mined that their marriage is over. Desiring a quicker alternative, they often seek
to divorce on the grounds of extreme
cruelty, one of eight causes of action
currently available under state law. While
this may be a more expeditious process, it
is also invasive, requiring one spouse to
allege that the other has behaved in such
a way that it is unreasonable to expect
them to continue to cohabitate.
As part of the proceedings, couples are
often required to disclose intimate details
of their marriage in court records, leading
to needless embarrassment and hostility.
My legislation provides a sensible middle
ground, establishing a serious threshold
for couples seeking to divorce while at the
same time respecting their ability to make
well-reasoned decisions about their personal lives. Under my bill, couples divorcing due to irreconcilable differences would
have to establish that those differences
have caused their marriage to break down
for a period of six months, and that there is
no reasonable prospect for reconciliation.
Far from so-called “divorce on demand,”
S-1467 simply allows couples to come to
a thorough, considered agreement about
their personal lives. Opponents of this
measure suggest that it will lead to higher
rates of divorce. This assertion is simply
not supported by the facts. According to
the New Jersey State Bar Association,
which supports the legislation, divorce is
not any more common in states where
irreconcilable differences are available as
a cause action. Rather, the Bar claims that
divorce in other states is simply less contentious and less acrimonious.
The New Jersey Senate approved S1467 by an overwhelming 30-5 margin
on Monday, December 4th. Currently,
the bill is awaiting a vote in the General
Assembly, where it must be passed before it can reach the Governor’s desk. By
enacting this important legislation, we
will be protecting the dignity and privacy
of divorcing couples. As a society, we
respect the ability of people to determine
the futures of their families and themselves. The law should reflect that.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
The Tax Assessment List for The Borough of Fanwood for the 2007 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Wednesday,
December 27, 2006 between the hours of
8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Municipal
Building Lobby, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood.
Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor
1 T - 12/14/06, The Times Fee: $10.71

OFFICE FOR RENT

FANWOOD Professional Office for
Rent; 2 rooms - 400 sq feet, fully
furnished, private path, wireless
internet, off street parking, private
entrance. Call (908) 322-8440 or
info@fanwoodchemical.com
OFFICE FOR RENT

CLERICAL POSTION

More Government News

The end of a marriage is always a
deeply sad and difficult occasion. When
two people get married, it is with the
expectation that their union will last forever, and that they will provide each other
with strength, support and companionship throughout life’s journey. As a society, we recognize that marriage is a serious and special commitment, and we therefore confer numerous unique rights, privileges and responsibilities on married
couples.
However, we also recognize that marriages do not always work, and that it is
necessary to have a mechanism in place
that allows for the dissolution of a marriage while at the same time protecting
the rights of each spouse and, if need be,
their children. I firmly believe, as do we
all, that people should have the right to
make decisions about themselves and their
families with dignity and privacy.
I introduced Senate bill 1467 because I
feel that New Jersey’s existing divorce
statutes do not respect that basic right. By
establishing irreconcilable differences as
grounds for divorce, we will create an
avenue for couples who have mutually
decided that their marriage has irreparably failed to part without adding undue
stress or acrimony. Currently, in order to
seek a “no-fault” divorce in New Jersey,
couples must be separated and living in
different residences for a period of 18
months, at the end of which it is determined that there is no reasonable prospect
for reconciliation.
Many couples feel that this time frame
is unreasonable and unrealistic, forcing
them to put their lives on hold for a year
and a half when they have already deter-

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
DRIVER WANTED

Driver needed to take 7th grade
female to and from Roosevelt
Intermediate School starting
January 2007. Please contact
Melissa at (484) 459-0920.
SCOTCH PLAINS DAY CAMP

Wanted: Specialty Instructors in
Art, Music, Sports, Nature, Ropes;
also Preschool Certified Teachers
& Assts. 8 weeks Jun-Aug. Fax
resume to (908) 889-4070 or email
to campyachad@jccnj.org
NANNY WANTED

Single mother of 3 looking for
responsible nanny who drives
and speaks English, from 2:308pm, M-F and some Saturdays.
Please Call (908) 233-8128
HELP WANTED - MEDICAL

Medical Office - Flex hours.
Good Phone skills.
Experience Necessary.
Knowledge of Insurance,
Pre-certs and Referrals.
Fax resume to (732) 892-0444
P/T CHILD CARE NEEDED

P/T child care needed in my home
for 19 mo girl and newborn boy.
Looking for mature, loving, English
speaking woman. Salary and
hours TBD. (908) 654-0617
OWNER OPERATORS

Pull our trailers and earn $1.94
a mile for all miles plus tolls!
NY/NJ to Eastern PA
Call 1-888-537-4278
*Class A CDL and 1 year Tractor
Trailer Exp. Req. CALL TODAY!
WANTED
OLD TRAINS & TOYS
$$ BEST PRICES PAID $$
ALL LIONEL &
OTHER TRAINS & OLD TOYS
CALL (908) 889-9251

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft
Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130
ELM RENOVATED OFFICE

Renovated office space
850 sqft; 2 renovated
lavatories - m & f; hardwood
floors; just off North overlooking
Elm; Near train;
(908) 654-4965
HAIR SALON FOR SALE

Established 10 years
Full-Service Hair Salon For Sale
Westfield Area. $40,000.
(732) 597-8470
TUTOR

Highly qualified, state certified NJ
teacher can help your child/
teenager w/ basic skills, writing,
and reading struggles w/ 1-to-1
tutoring session.
email papermngr@yahoo.com
or call (908) 380-0870.
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
SOL’s CLEANING

Homes, Apartments, Condos.
5 years cleaning experience with
good references in the area.
(201) 766-3971 or
cell (973) 991-6511
solsclean@yahoo.com
ESTATE SALE

Westfield...Antique Amoire’s,
chests, dressers, china, crystal,
designer clothes, plasma tvs,
stereo, sports equipment,
by
appointment
only.
(908) 380-0918 now until 1/5/07.
MATTRESS SETS

New pillow top
in plastic w/warranty.
Queen $120, King $175.
Can deliver
Call (732) 259-6690
BEDROOM SET

Beautiful Cherry sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror and nite stand.
Value $2000, Sell $775
Call (732) 259-6690

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy and Sell
on the Net!
www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on December 5, 2006 by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
RESOLUTION
CODE REVIEW & TOWN PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
DECEMBER 5, 2006
BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:45A-1, the Organization Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield for the year 2007 will be held on
Tuesday, January 2, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.
1 T - 12/14/06, The Leader Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesda,
December 12, 2006 the following ordinances entitled:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
PLAINS, 1978 WITH REGARD
TO TIME LIMIT PARKING
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
SECTION 23-3.2, ZONING
MAP OF CHAPTER XXIII,
ZONING OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978 RE-ZONING
BLOCK 1105, LOT 1.03 FROM
THE “P” TO THE “B-2” ZONE
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXVIII OF THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, REGARDING RATES FOR TOWING AND STORAGE SERVICES
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978 WITH REGARD
TO TIME LIMIT PARKING
ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SALARY ORDINANCE NO.
01-06 ADOPTED JANUARY
10, 2006 ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
were adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/14/06, The Times Fee: $44.37

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/9/07 and
opened and read for:
Maintenance Beam Guide Rail & Attenuator Repair Contract, North-2007,
Various locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris,
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren, 100% State
DP NO: 06440
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/14/06, 12/21/06 and 12/28/06, The Leader
Fee: $214.20
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Silk Screen Artist Merkl
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25

POPCORN™

The Holiday:
A Minor Celebration
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

Writer-director Nancy Meyers, purveyor of million dollar heartbreaks
and bargain basement resolutions,
once again weaves instant gratification of the romantic kind. Though,
truth be told, The Holiday doesn’t
quite pull the heartstrings as instantly
as we’d like.
Ever a generous caterer to the war
between the sexes, Meyers tosses a
veritable buffet of philosophy onto
the screen for us to gorge. As with
most smorgasbords, we are left to
separate the fodder from the gourmet.
Nonetheless, the robust feeling of
goodwill and hope permeating this
comedy of two lovelorn women who
exchange homes, ostensibly to flee
the unappreciative men in their lives,
engages the hopeless romantic in us
like carbohydrates soothe the foodie.
Aw, just another scene won’t hurt.
There is, in spite of everything,
something to be said for the bright
and shiny faces that help give this
indulgence that “What’s not to like?”
appeal.
Cameron Diaz is Amanda, successful producer of movie trailers, unprofitably living with a lothario. The
manse from whence she ejects the
cad looks to be either in Bel Air or
Hollywood.
Less well healed but equally betrayed is Kate Winslet’s Iris, a newspaper editor. Her Dickensian cottage
in Surrey, U.K., is more charming
than sprawling. Her guy, an up-andcoming author at the paper, claims he
needs her. Asterisk, he’s just announced his engagement to another
woman. Men!
Making matters worse, Christmas
cometh. But aha, when the sorry souls
happen upon each other’s plight
through the modern convenience of
the Internet, the old-fashioned custom of going abroad following estrangement is mutually mulled.
They’ll switch abodes, and maybe
karmas. Oh, c’mon, it’s supposed to
be silly.
But before getting on to the hope
springs eternal stuff, filmmaker
Meyers must rattle off the usual city
mouse-country mouse clichés. Iris
is wowed by the sheer glamour of
her counterpart’s California digs,
and even meets a legendary Hollywood great portrayed by Eli
Wallach. Amanda, in rented car, almost kills herself driving on the
left.
However, having survived that, she
wastes no time in quite unexpectedly substantiating the myth that
Americans don’t much stand on ceremony in matters of the, uh, heart.

That is, when Iris’s friend Graham
(Jude Law) visits on the
misassumption that his Platonic pal
is still at home, it seems he has
serendipitously landed in the right
place.
Ms. Diaz does a ditsy but nice
contemporization of the wellscrubbed, conflicted coquette Doris
Day so delightfully created in the
so-called stifled 50s. But whereas
Ms. Day’s character waited until
nearly the end of the film to prove
her virtue, Amanda rejects the process right from the get-go. My, aren’t
we modern?
Well, perhaps. It seems Amanda
and Graham have merely shuffled
around the elements that go into a
relationship. Afterwards, when Graham isn’t quite as accessible as
Amanda might like, she suspects
something. How modern is that?
Meanwhile, back in the sunny
climes of California, Iris is too busy
establishing the film’s subtext to find
her new love. Rather, the angelic sort
has taken to getting neighbor Arthur
Abbott out of his shell.
The writer’s guild wants to fete the
scribe. But Mr. Wallach’s warmly
played octogenarian, relegated to using a walker, is too self-conscious to
accept. Iris perseveres. In return, she
learns from the Oscar-winning screenwriter that there’s the lead and there’s
the best friend. You, he assures, are a
leading lady. So stop falling for the
bad boy.
Now, according to the Fairness
Doctrine implied in all romantic comedies, Iris must be rewarded for her
humanitarianism. Thus, Jack Black
as film score composer Miles enters
stage left. Usually the zany loose
cannon, inevitably with a dubious
mission in mind, here Black is uncharacteristically normal. And therein
lies the rub.
Practically everyone from the principals to the dirty rats who have done
them wrong is terribly attractive.
While the slightly chubby Mr. Black
appears to have all thirty-two teeth, a
reasonably good head of hair and has
doubtlessly showered within the
week, he’s hardly actor enough to get
lost in this crowd.
But then, that’s the least of the
movie’s sins. After all, this is the
genre of dispensation. You either buy
into the fantasy or not. Hence, if opting to enjoy its guilty pleasures, just
be sure to get into the spirit of The
Holiday.
****
The Holiday, rated PG-13, is a Sony
Pictures Entertainment release directed by Nancy Meyers and stars
Cameron Diaz, Kate Winslet and Jude
Law. Running time: 138 minutes

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

BREAK A LEG…The Holy Trinity Drama Club gave its fall performance on
Saturday, November 18. The drama workshop was comprised of 21 students from
grades 2 through 5 under the direction of Paul O’Connor and two assistants. All
of the children took part in the presentation that consisted of eight small skits.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Peter Hunziker, Celia Grassi, Alyssa Lopez,
Madeline Pikus, Elizabeth Massa, Sarah Davidson, Ashley Smith, Ryan Kelly,
Elaina Arida and Mitchell Kelly. Mr. O’ Connor is standing in front.

VACNJ Offers Holiday Art
Sampler on December 16
SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey is hosting a Holiday Art
Sampler on Saturday, December 16,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the arts center,
located at 68 Elm Street in Summit.
The public is invited to participate
in the more than 15 free art demonstrations and hands–on art activities
and workshops for children, teens
and adults that will be offered in all
mediums throughout the day.
While in the building, the public
can experience the innovative First
Look – Spotlight on Emerging Sculptors exhibition in the Main Gallery,
explore the newly renovated and expanded arts center, enjoy snacks and
drinks and register for the many win-

ter classes and workshops that the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey is
offering beginning in January.
Visitors can also stop by the Holiday Boutique which features handmade jewelry, glass, pottery,
weavings, stationery and other objets
d’art. A percentage of each purchase
goes to support the arts center’s education scholarships.
Ample parking is available in the
art center’s lot. For more information, contact Dannielle Mick, education director, Vanessa Chippendale,
education assistant, or Noelle Tate,
outreach education coordinator, at the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey, at
(908) 273-9121, or artcenternj.org.

Arts Center of N.J. and the MillburnShort Hills Arts Center.
Ms. Merkl’s art has been widely
exhibited. “In 35 years, I have exhibited in over 1,000 shows around the
United States and in Canada, England, Spain, Korea, Australia, Japan
and Bangladesh,” she explained.
Her work has earned her national
and international recognition, and she
is the recipient of more than 250
professional awards. She recently was
awarded an “Honorable Mention in
Graphics” at the Miniature Painters,
Sculptors and Gravers Society of
Washington, D.C.’s International
Juried Miniature Art Show, which
runs through January of 2007 at the
Strathmore Mansion Museum in Vir-

Lifeguarding Course
Slated This Month
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Berkeley Aquatic Club will present
an American Red Cross Lifeguarding
course Tuesday through Friday, December 26, 27, 28 and 29. All candidates must be 15 years old by December 29, 2006. The course will
include certifications in CPR, First
Aid and Lifeguarding.
The cost is $290 and includes all
books, materials and pool time. Class
size is limited. For more information, schedules, dates and times,
please
access
www.berkeleyaquatic.org or call the
aquatic office at (908) 464-1995.

WESTFIED — In 2005, Steven
Lintz, a 1998 Westfield High School
(WHS) graduate, and his band
Blackline moved to Los Angeles. The
band completed their self-titled debut album this past summer. Information on the band is available on
blacklinerock.com and individual
songs can be downloaded from
ITunes. The song “Run” has been
downloaded more than 10,000 times.
Mr. Lintz now goes professionally
by the name ‘Steven Slate.’ He also
recently opened a new state-of-the-art
recording studio, Slate Studios, in the
Laurel Canyon hills. Steven produces
albums for other bands, and records,
mixes and masters in a wide range of
musical styles at Slate Studios. The
studio’s website is slatestudios.com.
Mr. Lintz’s love for music started
when he played the saxophone in the
school band at Franklin Elementary
School. When he was in seventh grade,
he started taking guitar lessons from
WHS graduate Jake Schwartz. Within
six months he also picked up the
drums and bass guitar, and began
writing and recording his own music,
playing all the instruments himself.
While at Northeastern University
he started his band, Blackline. Most

of the music they perform was written and arranged by Mr. Lintz, and
many of the songs were composed
while he was still living in Westfield.
Mr. Lintz is the lead singer and plays
guitar in several of the recordings.
Blackline has been playing this year
in the Los Angeles area, including on
the famed Sunset Strip at The Viper
Room, The Whisky A-Go-Go, the
Cat Club and The Knitting Factory in
Hollywood.
In addition, Blackline songs have
been played on FM and Satellite radio stations, and have been featured
in a number of extreme sports DVDs,
including Big Sky’s Extreme
Thunderstruck IV and Extreme
Velocity’s Mountains of Mud. Finally,
Blackline recently shot a music video
for their song, “Armageddon Soul,”
which is in the editing stages now.
Crave Magazine Review said,
“Blackline – Remember the name. I
think you’ll read and hear it
again…From start to finish, this is a
truly enjoyable listen - every track.”
Mr. Lintz looks forward to returning to the east coast to perform with
his band in the future. He appreciates
feedback on his music at
steve@blacklinerock.com.
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AREA – The Union County Baptist
Church will hold a Christmas Candlelight service on Wednesday, December 20, at 7 p.m. Participants will sing
carols, hear testimonies, pray and listen to a sermon. All are welcome.
On Sunday, December 24, a Christmas service will take place at 10:45
a.m. with a program featuring a
chance to sing Christmas carols and
hear special music. Additionally,
children and teenagers will present
their holiday program. The church is
located at 4 Valley Road in Clark on
the Clark circle.

RASCALLY RABBIT…Park naturalist Sue Day introduces a rabbit to participants in Trailside Nature and Science Center’s “Toddler Time” workshop on
December 7 entitled “Bunny Bundles for Winter” for adults with children less
than three years of age. The children enjoyed hopping and leaping like a bunny
while learning interesting facts about cottontail rabbits of the Watchung Reservation. Pictured clockwise from Ms. Day are Luke Pitts of Cranford, David and
Jonathon Kearns of Kenilworth, Ben Root of Westfield, Nora Mehler of Gillette
and Marissa Burton of Scotch Plains. Trailside Nature and Science Center is
located at 452 New Providence Road in Mountainside and is a service of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders. For information on upcoming winter
programs, workshops and special events at Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Audio – Video – LCD
Plasma TV’s – Arcades

Home
Improvements

Baptist Church Posts
Christmas Services

WHS Graduate Completes
Self-Titled Debut Album

CUSTOM SET-UPS

ROMAN

ginia.
Ms. Merkl is also listed in Who’s
Who in American Art and Who’s Who
in American Women.
In addition to exhibiting at WAG,
she is simultaneously showing work
at several galleries within the United
States, as well as at the Hilliard Society in Wells, Somerset, England.
WAG is located at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield. “Potpourri”
will be on exhibit until December 22.
Gallery hours are Tuesdays to Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Thursday
evenings from 6 to 8 p.m.; Fridays
from 2 to 4 p.m.; and Saturdays from
9 a.m. to noon. WAG’s phone is (908)
789-9696. Ms. Merkl can be reached
at (908) 647-0318 or by e-mail at
merklarts@aol.com.

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com
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Hardwood Floor
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“Dust Free
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Les Malamut Gallery Hosts
Contemporary Art Exhibit
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The work of 14 celebrated
artists, including many from the immediate area, are currently on display at
The Les Malamut Art Gallery located
in the Union Public Library in Union.
All of the artists are members of a
relatively new artistic community called
the Contemporary Art Group (CAG).
The exhibit is entitled “CAG Contemporary Art Group: Original Artwork
Created by Central Jersey Artists.”
The work of pastel painter Diana
Taliaferro, sculptor Gladys Reimers
and printmaker, Shari Seltzer - all from
Westfield - are part of the exhibit.

veritable whirlwind of bright color.
Ms. Taliaferro’s muted pastels,
“Mothers & Daughters” and “Finding Fairies” are quietly elegant, yet
playful at the same time.
Ms. Seltzer’s “Yellow Glad” is a
photo monoprint of a gladiola that
she purchased at the Westfield Train
Station Farmers’ Market, with an abstract painting in the background.
“I seek to capture a fleeting moment,”
Ms. Seltzer told The Westfield Leader
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
The mission of the CAG is to provide
a forum for the discussion and exchange
of ideas and information related to the
contemporary art world; open up avenues for members to show their work;
promote and gain recognition above and
beyond the traditional channels; and offer constructive criticism and encour-

agement to each other in the pursuit of
individual and joint art endeavors.
“The CAG is comprised of award
winning artists, who have banded together to encourage and support each
other in the practice of fine art. The
group provides motivation for its members to create new art work that can then
be exhibited in galleries and other venues,” said Sheilia Lenga, president of
CAG, and one of the exhibiting artists.
The Union Public Library is located at 1980 Morris Avenue. CAG’s
exhibit will be in the library at Les
Malamut Gallery until January 3.
Gallery hours are Monday to Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Anyone interested in joining CAG
can e-mail Ms. Lenga at
slenga@comcast.net

County Tells Guidelines
For Winter Activities

Shari Seltzer- “Yellow Glad” (photo
mono print)

In addition, the art of painter and
printmaker Cynthia Weiss and sculptor Brooke Gardiner, both from
Mountainside, are also included.
Other artists taking part in the exhibit are photographers Sheilia Lenga,
and Barbara Bohmer from Union,
Barbara Wirkus from Kenilworth and
Jane Rapp from Newton; painters
Rosalia Verdun from Roselle Park and
Monica Schraiber Otero from
Watchung; watercolorists, Althea
Howlett Scheller from Watchung and
Maxine King from Woodbridge; and
Kathie Ann Taylor, a photographer
and stained glass artist, from Newton.
The exhibit as a whole represents
an artistic mix that ranges from traditional to ultra contemporary.
For example, the viewer can almost
feel as though he or she is sedately
strolling alongside the figures in Ms.
Taylor’s “One Last Walk;” a beautiful
watercolor and collage scene that unfolds through frost – kissed branches.
On the other end of the spectrum,
Ms. Otrero’s “Global Warming” is a

COUNTY — The County of Union
has announced guidelines for wintertime activities at county parks.
Winter sports such as cross-country
skiing, sledding and ice skating are
permitted in several locations – weather,
snow and ice conditions permitting.
Cross-country skiing is allowed at
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark and the Watchung Reservation.
There is no location in the park system suitable for downhill skiing.
The flag pole area in Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside is the only sanctioned site in the Union County park
system for sledding. Toboggans, bobsleds and other non-steerable devices
are strongly discouraged at any time,
for safety reasons. The park supervisor may suspend sledding activities if
there is not enough snow on the hill or
if there are severe ice conditions. Children should be supervised at all times.
Snowmobiles are strictly prohibited in the Union County Park System.
The Union County park system is
heavily wooded. The parks sit in proximity to roadways and bodies of water that can be hazardous to sledders
and snowboarders.
Galloping Hill Golf Course is not
available for winter sports activities.
Terrain of the course is considered
too hazardous for this use.

Auditions will be Held for
WYACT Summer Program
WESTFIELD – More than 700
applicants are expected for the seventh Annual New Jersey Performing
Arts Center’s “Young Artist Talent
Search” (YATS), a weekend for young
tri-state performers to audition for
spots in New Jersey Performing Arts
Center’s (NJPAC) arts training and
scholarship programs.
Audition applications may be obtained at njpac.org or by calling the
Talent Search Hotline at (973) 3538009. NJPAC’s Arts Education Department will offer workshops in February 2007 to help applicants prepare
for their auditions.
The weekend event, provides artistically talented young performers opportunities to audition for approximately 300 openings in any of its five
arts training programs.
Auditions will take place Saturday,
March 24, and Sunday, March 25,
2007 at the Lucent Technologies Center for Arts Education, located on 24
Rector Street, on the NJPAC site.
Last year, more than 500 young artists auditioned during YATS weekend.
Preliminary auditions will also be
held for the NJPAC/Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT) Summer Musical Program.
NJPAC’s Arts Education Department will offer free audition workshops to all YATS applicants. Workshop instructors will offer advice on
technique, presentation, material selection and other key audition elements at sessions scheduled Thursday, February 15, and Monday, Feb-

ruary 26. Students will receive more
information about these workshops
after their applications have been received for the Young Artist Talent
Search.
Applications will be mailed to all
New Jersey middle schools and high
schools. A $15 application fee must
accompany forms postmarked by
January 15, 2007. Final applications
must be postmarked no later than
February 23, 2007, and must include
a $20 fee.
NJPAC/WYACT Summer Musical
Program is a collaborative effort to
offer young people a first-hand opportunity to learn about musical theater by participating in a full-scale,
professional-level musical production.
The preliminary audition of cast
and orchestra applicants is in preparation for open auditions, to be held
in the 2007 spring season for the
upcoming NJPAC/WYACT Summer
Musical Program. Students who attend the Talent Search may be called
back in the final round of auditions in
the spring.

Snowboarding and sledding are also
prohibited at the Ash Brook and Oak
Ridge golf courses.
Many options are available for ice
skating in natural areas. Lighted lake
areas include Warinanco Park Lake in
Roselle; MeiselAvenue Lake in Springfield; Rahway River Park Lake in
Rahway; and Briant Park Lake in Summit. All areas are unattended and used
at the patrons’ own risk. Please observe
all signs regarding ice conditions.
Non-lighted skating areas are:
Warinanco Park Lagoon in Roselle;
Black Brook Park Lake in Kenilworth;
Nomahegan Park Lake in Cranford;
Milton Lake Park in Rahway; and the
extension lake and lagoon in Green
Brook Park in Plainfield. Signs announcing the suitability of any natural area for skating will be posted.
The public is urged to observe any
restrictions since these decisions are
based upon the lake’s ice thickness
and other safety concerns.
Ice hockey is permitted at designated
skating areas at the discretion of the
Union County Police. This decision is
based upon the ratio of ice hockey
skaters and non-hockey skaters proportionate to the size of the skating area.
The Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities reserves the right to cancel winter sports
at any park at any time if the conditions of the park are such that the
safety of the public is in jeopardy.
For additional information regarding winter sports, call the department
at (908) 527-4900 between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Information can also be obtained by visiting our website at
www.ucnj.org, or calling the recorded
message at the Warinanco Skating
Center (908) 298-7850, and the Union
County Parks hotline (908) 352-8410.

SPFHS Hosts Holiday
Concert on Dec 20
SCOTCH PLAINS –The public can
celebrate the music of the season at
the annual holiday concert featuring
the choral ensembles from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Wednesday, December 20, at 7:30
p.m. in the high school’s Manya Ungar
Auditorium.
Admission is a suggested donation
that benefits the Scotch PlainsFanwood Music Boosters Association (SPFMBA).
The SPFMBA provides support to
all of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood district music programs, including the
five elementary and two middle
schools. Additionally, the SPFMBA
will collect used cell phones and used
ink cartridges at the door.

Pro Arte Chorale
Lauds WF’s Schwab
WESTFIELD – Pro Arte Chorale
awarded a scholarship in the amount
of $500 to Laura Schwab of Westfield
High School, the daughter of Mary
Sue Veerkamp-Schwab and William
Schwab, of Westfield.
She auditioned with a classical aria,
presented strong letters of recommendation for her musical activities
at school and in the community, sang
vocalises, underwent sight-singing
tests, showed capabilities in the pronunciation of foreign languages and
was evaluated in ear-training exercises to compete for this award.
Laura will perform with the Chorale for the duration of the 2006 –
2007 season and will receive their
monetary award upon graduation.

Laura Schwab (far right)

The Twelve CDs of Christmas
By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

‘Tis the season for tradition. The
Christmas trees, the lights, the garlands and, ah, the music.
Christmas music can be a touchy
subject. Some people cringe when
radio stations start slipping in holiday tunes. Others, this writer included, have to physically force
themselves to wait until Thanksgiving Day before breaking out Mariah
Carey’s “Merry Christmas” and will
later curse the day they have to send
it back into yearlong hibernation.
(Note to Lite FM: next year, please
wait until Thanksgiving weekend to
start with the Christmas music…the
two-month-long buildup only fuels
the haters’ fire).
But even those whose hearts are
not swayed when Alvin and the
Chipmunks start asking for hulahoops should be able to find some
musical effort to get them into the
holiday spirit.
Keeping with a personal tradition, here’s a sampling from the
many different Christmas albums
out there (ratings out of five Christmas trees), one for each day from
now until Christmas morning:
“Christmas With The Rat Pack”
(2004)
Classic voices do classic Christmas songs. Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis, Jr. deliver
characteristically fine performances,
and the album’s producers throw in
some candid unreleased cuts to
round out the 21-track set.
Martin’s “Baby It’s Cold Outside” and Ol’ Blue Eyes’ “Hark! the
Herald Angels Sing” lead the Pack,
and Sammy’s “Jingle Bells” adds
more fun to the cheery, nostalgic
release.
John Denver and the Muppets –
“A Christmas Together” (1979)
This joint effort between Denver
and Kermit and Co. kicks off with
a great version of “The Twelve
Days of Christmas,” in which a
different character takes each verse.
Aside from commentary and interaction between the performers,
highlights include “Silent
Night,” the harmonies of
“Have Yourself a
Merry
Little
Christmas” and the
ability of the set to
take you back to your
childhood without any
sign of Raffi.
98 Degrees – “This
Christmas” (1999)
Stop laughing. Seriously. Yes, 98
Degrees is pretty low even for a boy
band. But this album is shockingly
good; with only a few exceptions
(see the double-dose of original
“This Gift”), the singers step outside the cheesiest of pop arenas for
the sake of some thoughtfully arranged Christmas songs. Full vocal
harmonies drive this album, especially on a cappella tracks like “I’ll
Be Home for Christmas” and a
lovely setting of “Ave Maria.”
Mariah Carey – “Merry
Christmas” (1994)
As far as pop Christmas albums
go, this one’s pretty untouchable.
This is the pre-R&B-makeover
Mariah, the owner of arguably the
best voice ever to grace the pop
stage. And she uses it here; she
exercises the full extent of her renowned vocal range on a powerful rendition of “O Holy
Night,” and she
uses a gospel choir
to wonderful effect
on songs like “Silent Night.” And at
the moment you read
this, on any college
campus you can think
of, at least 20 groups of
girls are belting out “All I
Want for Christmas Is You,”
a modern Christmas anthem. And it
will never get old. A must-have.
Destiny’s Child – “8 Days of
Christmas” (2001)
The Beyonce-led trio puts an R&B
spin on classic tunes like “Little
Drummer Boy” and “Do You Hear

Erica Russo and Amie Diamond of Westfield as Clara in the Nutcracker Suite

Westfield Talents Perform
In Clark’s Nutcracker Suite
WESTFIELD – Talented local dancers and professional performers set the
stage for Center for Dance Education’s
(CDE) fourth annual Nutcracker Suite
to be held at Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark this Sunday, December, 17. The show, which will be performed at 1 and 5 p.m., is a way for
children and adults to welcome the
holiday season.
Now in its fourth year, the Nutcracker Suite has become a holiday
traditional for the students of CDE.
This year the performance will include professionals in the cast with
the addition of Mark Stolzenberg as
Drosselmeyer, a professional actor,
clown and mime from New York City.
Erica Russo and Amie Diamond

will share the role of Clara. Caitlin
Murphy will appear as the Sugar Plum
Fairy. Chrissy Cobuzzi will celebrate
her senior year as the Snow Queen.
All four live in Westfield.
Also, Westfield’s Andrea Ellis has
been accepted to the Gifted and Talented Performing Arts program at
Somerset County Vocational Technical Institute. The program offers students professional preparation for a
career in dance, acting and musical
theatre. These students also have lead
parts in CDE’s Nutcracker Suite.
Tickets for the Nutcracker Suite
are $20, and group rates are available.
For more information, contact CDE
at (732) 388-6088 or visit
CenterforDanceEducation.com.
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What I Hear?” and offers some
originals to flesh out the release.
Unfortunately, these are not the dynamic interpretations these singers
are certainly capable of creating.
They fail to capitalize on the potential of songs like “O Holy Night,”
which could have been stunningly
arranged (Michelle Williams s u r prisingly forgoes any gospel twinge on a very uninspired, flat version with a
bouncy rhythm that further detracts from the
power of the soaring
melodic line). The
originals are nothing
special either – lyrics like “On the seventh day of Christmas my baby gave to me a
nice back rub and he massaged
my feet” don’t really bring the holiday spirit with them.
Diana Krall – “Christmas Songs”
(2005)
Diana Krall is one of the best
talents in modern jazz, and
her Christmas release, featuring the ClaytonHamilton Jazz Orchestra,
is a wonderful, varied collection from start to finish. Big-band sounds
make “Jingle Bells”
and “Let It Snow” really swing, while a
pensive take on
“Christmas Time Is Here”
(think A Charlie Brown Christmas) and soothing versions of
“What Are You Doing New Year’s
Eve?” and “The Christmas Song”
use sparse instrumental arrangements to let Krall’s gorgeous
vocals drive them. A wonderful album to play during dinner or relax around
the tree with, “Christmas Songs” is a modern classic.
Kenny Chesney –
“All I Want for
Christmas is a Real
Good Tan” (2003)
This is exactly the kind of Christmas album you’d expect from the
country tropical-island lover. He
waxes poetic about St. Bart’s and
white sand over the north and white
snow – “Jingle Bells” goes calypso, and “I’ll Be Home for
Christmas” moves at an island cantor. Great vocal harmonies on “Silent Night”
and a Willie Nelson cameo
on “Pretty Paper” are
definitely worth a listen. There’s some good
stuff here, but those
dreaming of a white
Christmas won’t really find what
they’re looking for.
Canadian Brass – “Sweet Sounds
of Christmas” (2004)
Perhaps the best thing to ever
come out of Canada, this brass quintet has captivated audiences worldwide for the last 36 years. One of
multiple Christmas albums the
group has released, “Sweet Sounds
of Christmas” features wonderful

instrumental arrangements of “God
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” “Jingle
Bell Rock” and “Ding Dong Merrily on High.” A trio of pieces from
Handel’s Messiah, including the
“Hallelujah Chorus,” forms an excellent centerpiece for the album.
Sweet sounds indeed.
The Beach Boys – “Ultimate
Christmas” (1998)
A repackaging of
the Beach Boys’
1964 “Beach Boys’
Christmas Album,”
“Ultimate Christmas”
tacks on 14 songs to the
original track listing.
Standouts are “We Three
Kings of Orient Are” and
“Winter Song,” the latter
from the group’s aborted 1977
Christmas follow-up sessions. Although no one really needs three
different mixes of “Little Saint Nick”
(though the last one’s alternate
melody is quite interesting, the excellent version we all know and love
kicks off the album), the alternate
cut of “Auld Lang Syne” features
the Boys’ marvelous a cappella
sound without the voiceover message that had been laid on top of the
original version of the song.
“Now That’s What I Call
Christmas” (2001)
The minds behind the yucky
“Now…Music” pop-compilation
series get something right. This
two-disc set features some of the
most popular names in music over
the past century singing both pop
Christmas classics and traditional
carols. The first disc is brilliant,
spanning artists from Bing
Crosby (with the quintessential version of
“White Christmas”)
to Elvis to Ella
Fitzgerald. The second half of the set goes
more modern, John
Lennon and Yoko leading the way with “Happy
Xmas – War is Over.” The
second disc has some highlights
from
Bruce
Springsteen and the all-star
Band Aid, but contributions from
Britney Spears and Joe will quickly
have you spinning back to disc one.
With only a few missteps,
“Now…Christmas” is definitely
worth more consideration than the
generic pop mixes the series’ creators regularly spit out.
“A Rosie Christmas” (Series)
In two albums benefiting the
For All Kids Foundation, Rosie
O’Donnell invites some big-name
artists to collaborate with her, and
acts from Cher to Jessica Simpson
to Smash Mouth answer the call.
The albums contain some great
performances, but the song selection could be better. And most
importantly/unfortunately, Rosie
sings. A lot. No offense Rosie, but
we’d much rather have Billy Joel
go solo on “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas,” thank you very
much.
“A Very Special Christmas”
(Series)
This series, a fundraiser for Special Olympics International, boasts
amazing artist lineups and a good
mix of conventional and popular
songs. Volume 1 is a great starter,
with U2’s “Christmas (Baby
Please Come Home),” Madonna’s
“Santa Baby” and Run DMC’s
“Christmas in Hollis” leading the
way. Five successive releases, including a live album and an acoustic one, feature artists as diverse
as Aretha Franklin, Smashing
Pumpkins, Dave Matthews, Jonny
Lang, SR-71 and even a Frank
Sinatra/Cyndi Lauper duet. Any
album in the series has something
for everyone.
So this Christmas, choose a classic sound like Diana Krall or take a
risk with 98 Degrees or one of the
“Very Special Christmas” albums.
A good variety of styles will keep
Christmas tunes sounding fresh year
after year – no one can say “bah
humbug” to that.
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Renowned Silk Screen Artist Merkl
Exhibits At Westfield Art Gallery
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Gallery (WAG), a subdivision of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), is presently exhibiting “Potpourri,” a selection of serigraphs by
Gillette artist Elissa Merkl.
The process of creating a serigraph,
better known as silk screen printing,
is an art form that utilizes fabric as a
screen through which inks are pressed
onto a piece of paper or other materials, such as clear acetate or wood.
“During the Depression, Works
Project Administration (WPA) artists
used silk screening as an inexpensive
process to create fine art prints. When

they exhibited their creations, a New
York Times reporter coined the term
“serigraph” to differentiate their
works from the commercial use of
silk screening in signs, wallpaper and
clothing,” explained Ms. Merkl.
The artist began silk screening in
her senior year at Marymount College in Tarrytown, N.Y., where she
received a Bachelor in Fine Arts degree. There she discovered the vibrant colors that resulted from the
screen-printing process.
“Old screens that were used for
fabric printing were found and one
art professor thought [silk screening]
would round out the printmaking

juried shows, members’ shows and
invitational shows, and so on,” she
explained.
Most of the serigraphs exhibited in
the “Potpourri” exhibit focus on structures such as steeples or buildings, or
animals, and many have been inspired
by her travels.
“I try to capture the essence of a
place or an animal that I have seen,”
she said. “I work from photographs.
It is easier for me to take many angles
of a subject and transform it into a
work at my studio. Maybe the clouds
or lighting were better in this photo
but the building had better shadow
play in this one,” she explained.

TAKE THE ST
AGE
STA

CF’s Celebration Singers
Create ‘Holiday Favorites’
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Not everyone
loves opera. But in Amahl and the
Night Visitors when a little crippled
boy with the face of an angel and a
face to match lifts his voice to his
widowed mother, what’s not to
love?
That was the pervasive feeling at
Cranford’s Harvest Training Center
on Friday, December 8 when the Celebration Singers presented a two-part
Holiday Favorites evening with
Amahl and the Night Visitors as the
first half of the musical night.
The Gian Carlo Menotti one-act
opera, written and sung in English, is
a perfect way to introduce opera to
children. All kids can relate to another child who fabricates stories using his terrific imagination.
With the message of giving all that
we have for the good of another, the
one-hour opera has a timely moral
that transcends all faiths.
An elaborate, impressive set by
Rick Marsden was the backdrop for
poor shepherd boy Amahl, played
on Friday night by Jake Forrestal, a
sixth grader from Hillside Avenue
School in Cranford. A young dynamo of talent, Jake has been selected for the 2007 National Honor
Choir. His clear soprano voice
soared to tell his mother things he
had seen.
His mother, played expertly by the
golden-voiced Betsy MackenzieStubbs, doesn’t always believe her
son because he is known to weave
elaborate tales.
On this starry night, however, she
finally does believe him and welcomes three elegantly robed wise
men/kings who are in search of a
special child.
Scene-stealer Kerry Stubbs plays
King Kaspar, the funny royal that
can’t quite hear everything. Mr.
Stubbs’ gorgeous, powerful voice
blends well with the others; King
Melchior played by Allen Omar
Castro, King Balthazar played by
Khy Garner and The Page played by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School
freshman
Vangelis
Dimopoulos.
Adult cast members of Celebration
Singers, costumed as shepherds, provided dancing and merriment in welcoming the kings.
This isn’t director Tom Pedas’
first shot at the helm of this particular production. The former director of the adult choir and now
director of the children’s choir
knows how to move people on stage
and get a unified sound from them
even while they are processing
down the aisles.
In the evening’s part II, director
Pedas led the Celebration Children’s
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Art Assoc. Offers
Figure Drawing
WESTFIEFLD – The figure-drawing group of the Westfield Art Association will welcome newcomers to its
Thursday morning sessions, from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the community
room of the Westfield Municipal Building, located at 425 East Broad Street.
These non-instructed workshops are
scheduled December 14, January 4
and the following Thursday mornings.
Clothed models begin with quick
warm-up poses. The bulk of each
meeting is used for an extended pose,
suitable for a finished drawing, pastel
or watercolor. Oils with organic solvents are not permitted. Long tables
and chairs are provided, or bring a
portable easel.
The municipal building stands between Euclid Avenue and
Mindowaskin Park, north of
Westfield’s business district. Park in
the lot or at the curb. The front door
leads directly to the group’s location
in the community room; this entrance
is handicapped-accessible.
For more information, call Barbara
Uhr at (908) 317-2983 or Eileen
Willoughby at (908) 232-5046.
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Choir, Boys’ Ensemble and their combined choirs. He guided the focused
and well-trained elementary school
and middle school students through
songs in Latin and Hebrew.
The solo spotlight shone on Emily
Egan, Varshini Narayanan, Madhu
Parmar, Emily McGurk, Zachary
Love and Nicholas Poulios from
Scotch Plains who played a piano
accompaniment for one number and
sang a duet in another.
The preteens and teens were able to
reveal their personalities with songs
like “Jingle Bell Travelogue,” and
“Variations on Fa La La.”
Accomplished pianist/accompanist
Mary Elizabeth Latorre got a well
deserved rest while the adults sang
their first few numbers without accompaniment.
These madrigal style songs were a
teaser for a January program, “The
Changing of the Guard — a Madrigal
Dinner Feast” that the adult group
will sponsor at Pantagis Renaissance
in Scotch Plains. Beautiful four-part
harmony, rich with a lush bass section, set the stage for the musical
gems.
Outstanding numbers included,
“Tomorrow shall be my Dancing
Day” and “The Queen to Me a Royal
Pain Doth Give,” a spoof by PDQ
Bach.
Under the baton of charismatic and
energetic Sean Berg, the adult Celebration Singers sparkled like lacy
snowflakes in moonlight.
With a combined adult and
children’s choir finale of “Light One
Candle” by Peter Yarrow, the different generations came together vocally to unite the audience and performers in a holiday mood.

Elissa Merkl- See No Evil (serigraph)

courses in intaglio, woodcut and lithography,” she remembers.
“After learning the basic stencilmaking methods, I chose the hand cut
stencils with the hard, crisp edges to
best complement my particular style.
I have [also] used other methods at
times to give a more ‘painterly’ feeling,” she said.
One example of an “other method”
used by Ms. Merkl is a torn paper
stencil. The sky in “Mt Hood” – one of
the serigraphs in “Potpourri” - has a
blurred effect from a torn paper stencil.
The artist began her professional
career almost immediately after
graduating college by exhibiting at
outdoor shows. “Then [it was] onto

Sometimes in the transformation
from photograph to silk screen, Ms.
Merkl will embellish a photograph to
make it appear more intricate. This
was the case with another of her “Potpourri” offerings – a serigraph of
ladders called “Choices.”
“The exaggeration made for a better composition and design. It was
also done at a time when I had choices
to make and so the work becomes
more than a flight of stairs, not only
for me but for the viewer,” she continued.
The artist is a member of the
Printmaking Council of N.J., the
Westfield Art Association, the Visual

It feels as though Mexican food
has only recently been introduced as
a culinary contender in this country,
but in fact the food we call Tex-Mex
began surfacing in the United States
as long ago as the 1940s and has been
gaining popularity ever since.
We are, however, eating four times
as much of it as we did 20 years ago.
Mexican food comes to us from the
Aztec and Mayan cultures. When the
Spanish conquistadores invaded their
home, which is the area known today
as Mexico City, they brought foods
and animals that did not exist in this
area, such as chickens, cows and
sheep.
The arrival of this livestock enabled the production of cheese and
the addition of meat led to the creation of new dishes. The land was
rich in vegetables and thus the diet of
the native people consisted mainly
of corn, beans, avocados and tomatoes.
The Spanish settlers also introduced such foods as rice, lettuce and
wheat used to make tortillas. The
blending of these two cultures marks
the start of modern Mexican food.
Tex-Mex is a combination of the
words Texan and Mexican. With
Texas and Mexico’s contiguous borders, a style of cooking that is characterized by a blend of Northern
Mexican and Southwestern United
States (particularly San Antonio) elements, has been developed into a
popular cuisine.
In Westfield, we enjoy this style of
cooking with our downtown featuring three Tex-Mex restaurants ranging from fast food to nouvelle cuisine. On any day of the week during
lunch or dinner hour, these places
are usually hustling and bustling.
For the home-cook who enjoys
this style of food, the following recipes are not time consuming to prepare and incorporate the flavors of
Tex-Mex food that give this type of
food it’s unique character.

Tostitos
well. Pour over salad just before serving.

Tostito Appetizer
INGREDIENTS
1 pound chopped meat
2 tablespoons bread crumbs
1 small onion (diced)
2 tablespoons canola oil (or any vegetable oil)
1 can (approximately 15.25 ounces) sliced
peaches with juice (diced)
¼ cup water
1/3 cup salsa (medium)
1 large bag (16.5 ounces) Tostito Scoops
garnish: 1 tablespoon dried cilantro

PROCEDURE
In a large bowl, combine the meat with the
breadcrumbs. In a large skillet, sauté the onion in the oil. Add the meat and cook on a
medium heat making sure the meat is finely
chopped. Add the peaches, water and salsa
and continue to brown. When meat is cooked
through, spoon into Tostito Scoops and
sprinkle with cilantro. Serve immediately.

Veal Chops
The prep time on this dish seems lengthy
because the roasting of the corn and zucchini
takes two hours. I recommend that this portion be done a day in advance. The actual prep
time is then reduced to 20 minutes on the day
of serving.

INGREDIENTS

PROCEDURE
Mexican Salad

Mexican Salad
INGREDIENTS
1 bag (approximately 4.5 ounces) organic
spring mix
1 small peach (sliced)
1 avocado (peeled & sliced)
1 orange (peeled & sliced)
1 cup tortilla chips or corn tostadas (broken
up)

DRESSING

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NIGHT SOCIETY…“I know sweet tunes to set people dancing,” Amahl (Jake
Forrestal) tells his widowed mother played by Betsy Mackenzie-Stubbs, when she
complains they will have to go begging for food. Celebration Singers presented
Amahl and the Night Visitors as the first half of their musical night of Holiday
Favorites at the Harvest Training Center in Cranford on December 8 and 9.

¼ cup canola or any vegetable oil
Juice of 1 lime
2 teaspoons sugar
1 teaspoon lemon instant pudding powder

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. Pour 1
tablespoon of the oil into the bottom of each of
the 2 broiling pans. Place the zucchinis in one
pan and the corn in the other. Sprinkle the corn
and the zucchini with the salt and 1 tablespoon
of the chili powder. Shake the pans to lightly
coat. Place the trays in the hot oven and roast
for 1/1/2 to 2 hours. Shake the trays 2 or 3
times during cooking. Both vegetables are
done when browned. The zucchini will take
slightly longer than the corn to brown. Remove from oven and shave the corn from the
husks.
Place the flour on a plate and add the
remaining tablespoon of chili powder. Toss.
In a medium size bowl, beat the eggs until
smooth. Dredge the veal chops in the flour
mixture. Coat with the eggs and dredge into
flour mixture again. In a medium frying pan
and over a medium heat, heat the remaining
oil. Place the veal chops in the pan and cook
for 3 to 4 minutes per side or until desired heat
is achieved. Remove and place on a serving
platter. Pour the zucchini and corn on top and
serve warm. The roasted corn and zucchini
leftovers can be served cold or at room temperature.

NJWA Elects Alan
Moore Board Chairman
WESTFIELD – Ted Schlosberg, the Square Theatre as a controller and
founder and executive director of the with the Theatre Communications
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Group as a consultant.
Of his appointment as chairman to
(NJWA), announced that Alan Moore
has been elected as chairman of the the NJWA board, he said, “I knew
Board of Trustees of the
about the Workshop and
the wonderful work it
non-profit arts organization.
did long before I beA former treasurer of
came involved in the
Westfield community.
the NJWA board, Mr.
Moore brings a back“The Workshop enground to the organizajoys the respect of the
arts
community
tion that blends business
acumen and artistic talthroughout the state and
ent, according to Mr.
region,” he added. “All
Schlosberg.
this came about through
In addition to being
the vision and dedicated
the director of business
hard work of Ted
operations for Impact
(Schlosberg) and the
Workflow Solutions,
very gifted staff of
Mr. Moore has experi- CHAIRMAN OF THE teachers and adminisence in music manage- BOARD…Alan Moore has trative professionals.”
ment. He has been ex- recently been elected as the
He added, “I am honecutive director of the chairman of the Board of ored to serve as chairof the New Jersey man and realize the disWestfield Symphony Trustees
Workshop for the Arts.
tinguished work done
Orchestra, the Garden
by my predecessors in
State Philharmonic
Symphony Society, the American Re- this position.”
For more information on the NJWA,
corder Society and the Federal Muvisit their studios at 150-152 East
sic Society.
His professional experience in- Broad Street in Westfield or visit
cludes association with the Circle in njworkshopforthearts.com.

STABILITY…Ten-year-old Meghan Foley and 12-year-old Baily Link participate in a game of “Simon Says” at the Watchung Junior Hunt Club’s fall
Gymkhana held November 19 at Watchung Stable in Mountainside. Meghan and
Baily were among 20 other members of the club to participate in the annual
“games on horseback” organized and run by the officers of the Junior Hunt Club.
The riders also participate in the spring and fall troop programs offered at
Watchung Stable along with 500 other children.
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JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY
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Design Consultation & Creative Matting
Needlepoint • Mirrors
Box Framing • S hadow Boxes for Memorabilia
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JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street, Westfield 908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com
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Creative Custom Framing

TIME FOR MAKING AND GIVING…First grade teacher and mom Janine
Cardone, along with her two girls, Libby and Audrey, enjoyed a day of crafting
gifts at the Deerfield School with Aislinn O’Keefe and Sam Bakaletz at the PTA
holiday craft fair. Assistant Principal Tom Conroy stopped into the fair where
children were busy making all sorts of presents for loved ones, including a floral
arrangement with greenery supplied by Christoffers Florist of Mountainside.

Wash and dry the mixed salad greens and
place into a large salad bowl. Arrange the
peach, orange and avocado on top and sprinkle
with broken tortilla chips or corn tostadas.
Pour the canola oil into a cruet or mixing cup.
Squeeze in the juice from the lime. Add the
sugar and pudding powder. Shake or mix

¼ cup canola oil (or any vegetable oil) divided
2 large zucchinis (peeled and diced)
½ teaspoon kosher salt
3 large ears of corn or canned corn (about 11/2 cups)
1 cup flour (for dredging)
1 tablespoon + 1 tablespoon chili powder
2 eggs
2 veal chops

CONTINUED ON PAGE 23

MENC Picks Three
Band, Chorus Members
WESTFIELD – More than 650 of
the most musically talented high
school students in the eastern region
of the United States have been selected to perform in the 2007 National Association for Music Education (MENC) All-Eastern Honors
Ensembles.
Selected to perform in the All-Eastern Honors Band and Chorus are the
following students from Westfield
High School: Phil Anton, bass two,
Nathan Margolin, clarinet and Ellen
Scariati, soprano two.
These students will prepare music
that they will perform under the leadership of prominent conductors in
this biennial event. Students will
spend three days rehearsing with one
of four conductors during the Eastern
Division Conference of MENC to be
held in Hartford, Conn. in preparation for performances on March 11,
2007.

PROCEDURE

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Slow Roasted
Filet Mignon

Traditional
Holiday Dinner

With Herb Crust • Party of 8 to 10

16 to 18 lb Oven-Baked-to-Perfection Turkey
Party of 10 to 14

$329

$269

Boneless USDA Beef Tenderloin (6-8 lbs • Medium Rare)

(Extra Drumsticks & Breast Meat Available)

Cheddar Mashed Potatoes • Green Bean Casserole
Glazed Carrots • Mushroom Gravy
Dinner Rolls • Key Lime Pie

Turkey Stuffing • Sweet Potato Casserole
Green Bean w/ Cashew Butter Glazed Carrots
Cranberry Sauce • Turkey Gravy • Dinner Rolls
Our Ever-so-Popular Key Lime Pie

Christmas
Dinner

Cocktail
Party

For Party of 10

25 to 30 Persons

For 15 Persons

$

$

199

$

• 2 qt Butternut Squash
• 5 lb. Home Baked Ham

299

• 50 Spiral High Roller
Sandwiches

• Sweet Potato Casserole

• 50 Stuffed Mushrooms

• Fresh Vegetable Melody

• 50 Mini Quiches

Carrots, Asparagus, Peppers,
Green Beans, Zucchini

Prime Rib
Dinner

329

• Whole Rib of Beef Aujus
with sauce
• Mash Potatoes with
Cheddar Crust

• 50 Potato Pancakes

• Green Beans with

• Fresh Garden Salad

• 50 Cheese Blintzes

Cashew Butter

• Dinner Rolls

• 50 Spring Rolls

• Garden Salad

• Our Famous Apple

• 50 Pinwheel Sandwiches

• Rolls

• 50 Coconut Shrimps

• Our Famous Apple Pecan Pie

Pecan Pie

We have hundreds of hot Hors D’Oeuvres, Side Dishes
and Desserts to choose from.
Come in and we’ll plan your Holiday needs.

“Cookie Baskets With Style”
Basket Special 2 lb. cookies and brownies elegantly arranged and
decorated for the holidays: $29.95

Holiday Trays 2 to 10 lb. Cookie Trays. Great Office Gifts.
We will also ship anywhere.

439 South Ave. West • Westfield • 908-233-9733
fax: 908- 518-7770 • www.clyneandmurphy.com

