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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Shelly Aberson-Narotzky
FULLY ENGULFED...Last Saturday, the Cranford Florist Shop and adjacent
structures were engulfed in smoke during a three-alarm fire. The Cranford fire
department arrived at 9 p.m. as clouds of thick black smoke poured from the
windows and flames blazed at street level. Heavy black smoke could be seen
throughout Cranford for most of the night. The Westfield Fire Department also
responded to the scene.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
FOR THE KIDS…The 19 girls of Brownie Troop 547 donate Teddy Bears to the
Fanwood Rescue Squad to give to sick kids in the ambulances. Troop leaders
Joanmarie Farley and Mary Beth Drubulis along with squad 1st Lieutenant
Melissa Padulsky helped with the program. Pictured, left to right, are: Caroline
Drubulis, Keara Farley and Gianna Januszanis, second graders at School One.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission has
announced committee meetings and
programs for 2007.

Committee meetings will take place
at 8 p.m. at Scotch Hills Country
Club located at 820 Jerusalem Road.
Dates the commission will meet are
January 8, February 12, March 12,
April 9, May 14, June 11, July 23,
August 12, September 10, October
15, November 12 and December 10.
All meeting are open to the public.

Some of the 2007 programs the
commission has planned include MA-
RACAS I, an interactive Spanish lan-
guage program for children ages 3 to
5 and a parent or guardian. The class
will meet on Mondays from 9 to 9:45
a.m.

MARACAS Invierno will be of-
fered for children ages 5 to 8. This
class will meet on Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays 4 from 4:45 p.m.

More information is available at
(908) 447-8447 or at maracas123.com.

Mannerations, a program for chil-
dren ages 7 to 12, will be offered to
teach children about etiquette. The
class will include lessons on table
manners, introductions, behaving in
public and telephone etiquette. It will
be held at the Scotch Hills Country
Club from 4 to 4:45 p.m. on Tues-
days, February 16 and 23 and March
2 and 9. Registration will run from
January 4 to 20, and the fee is $85 per
person.

Scotch Plains resident Yolanda
Fezza will teach Music and Move-
ment, a program for children ages 2
to 4. The class will encourage chil-
dren to sing, dance and play instru-
ments. The class will be held at the

(908) 322-6700 ext. 221

Scotch Plains Recreation
Department Events Calendar

Towne House on Mondays from 1:30
to 2:15 p.m. from January 22 through
March 5. The fee is $30 per person.

A class focusing on teaching Is-
raeli folk dances will be available for
children from ages 8 to 14 at the
Towne House on Sundays, January
28 through March 4 from 4 to 5 p.m.
The fee is $35 per person.

Arts and Crafts will be held for
toddlers on Wednesdays from 9 to
9:45 a.m. from January 17 through
March 21. The fee for the 10-week
session is $105. For ages 3 to 5, Mini-
Doodlers will be held on Wednesdays
from 10 to 10:45 a.m. from January
17 to March 21 for the same fee. A
program called Craft Story Time will
be held for children ages 2 to 4 at the
Towne House on Thursdays from 9 to
9:45 a.m. from Jan. 25 through March
1 for a $30 per person fee.

Karate classes for ages 5 through
15 will be held at Towne House,
Green Forest Park from Jan. 23
through March 27. The fee will be
$50 for residents and $55 for non-
residents.

Girls’ softball clinics will be held
from 6 to 7:25 p.m. (grades 3 to 5) and
7:35 to 9 p.m. (grades 6-8) March 22
at the Terrill Middle School Gym for
$15 per person. Girls in 3rd grade to
8th grade can join the Girls Softball
league. Registration is January 10 to
February 9 with a fee of $55 or Feb-
ruary 10 through March 16 with a fee
of $60 per person.

The K through 2nd grade basket-
ball clinic will be held at Evergreen
Elementary School Gym from 6 to 7
p.m. or from 7:10 to 8:10 pm on
January 22 through March 19 for $45
per person.

November, “no one will vote on the
budget.” One of recommendations in
Trenton was to have school budgets in
April, but only when spending plans
exceed the state-mandated cap.

Drawing the discussion back to the
role of the proposed executive super-
intendent position, Superintendent
Margaret Hayes read the criteria on
which the executive superintendent
would be evaluated. She said the
evaluation stressed the ability of ex-
ecutive superintendents to “effectu-
ate and enhance effectiveness” of
school spending.

Mr. Russo responded, “Sounds like
the county superintendents must cut
district costs or lose their jobs.”

After approving personnel requests
presented by Ms. Hayes, the proposal
to pay for out-of-district tuition for
students attending Somerset Alterna-

Union County Expects Bike
Master Plan by March 2007

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – County officials
expect a draft of Union County’s Com-
prehensive Bicycle Master Plan to be
unveiled by March, with the final
document released in June, they an-
nounced Tuesday. The revised map
and supporting documents aim to cre-
ate safer bike pathways throughout
the county.

Liza McBeth of the county’s divi-
sion of planning and community de-
velopment, which held Tuesday’s
meeting at the Cranford Recreation
and Parks Department, said the
$150,000 project was funded in part
through a grant from the North Jersey
Transportation Authority and in-
cluded county funds.

According to a county press re-
lease issued December 4, the project
“is designed to encourage the func-
tional and recreational use of bicycles
in Union County.”

The meeting was the second as part
of the county’s effort to update its
bicycle master plan, which dates back
to 1982. The project is being lead by
the RBA Group and includes the Louis
Berger Group, Eng-Wong, Taub &
Associates and Fitzgerald & Halliday,
Inc.

“We are looking for some input
about on- and off-road facilities (bike
trails). What and where might those
be,” said Bettina Zimny, director of
planning for the Morristown-based
RBA Group.

A number of stakeholders, includ-
ing municipal and county officials,
attended Tuesday’s meeting. The
meeting’s goal was to receive input
by identifying existing routes and
creating new ones based on existing
conditions.

“Ultimately, when we wrap up the
project, we want to have proposed
concepts that can be fed into the fund-
ing pipeline so that real things can be
built along the county roadways and
in the county area,” Ms. Zimmy said.

Marcy Miller of Fitzgerald &
Halliday, Inc., said attendees at a pre-
vious meeting indicated that the
county needs improved bike facili-
ties, safer conditions and more areas
for recreational use for bicyclists.
Some residents said bikes are an al-
ternative to automobiles, but while
“very desirable, [they are] not always
safe.”

“Parents want a sense of security if
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SP-F Board of Education
tive Academic High School and the
formation of an affirmative action
team, the board heard reports from
various committees.

Prior to the meeting’s conclusion,
Mr. Whitehouse and Mr. Del Sordi
emphasized the importance of citizen
participation in upcoming public hear-
ings on the proposed funding formula
for state aid to school districts. The
state Department of Education sched-
uled the open hearings for December
18 at Burlington County College and
Kean University. The hearings at Kean
will be held at 3:30 and 7 p.m.

At its next meeting on Thursday,
December 21, the board will honor
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s marching band. The band
won the state competition this year.
Board members said they anticipate a
big turn out at the meeting.

SP Board OKs Pheasant Lane
Subdivision, Mall Expansion

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday night approved
a delayed subdivision application and
gave the go-ahead to the expansion of
a strip mall on Route 22.

At its final meeting of the year, the
board approved a major subdivision
application for a six-home develop-
ment on Pheasant Lane, a cul-de-sac
off Sleepy Hollow Lane on the
township’s border with Plainfield. The
board had given approval last year,
but formal memorialization of the
approval was put off.

In the meantime, the developer,
Ernest Fantini, purchased additional
land that would allow for the creation of
two new conforming lots in the six-lot

development, one in Scotch Plains and
one in Plainfield. The six homes to be
built would range between 6,000 and
7,000 square feet in size, Mr. Fantini
told the board last year. Last month,
according to Mr. Fantini’s attorney,
Plainfield authorities gave their approval
to the development, since the northern
edge of the land is located in Plainfield.

The board also approved the expan-
sion of a strip mall along westbound
Route 22 between Union Avenue and
Scotland Street. Dexter Managing Co.,
which owns the mall housing a bil-
liards hall, Dunkin Donuts, liquor store,
dry cleaner and tanning salon, wants
to expand the 15,768-square-foot
building by an additional 3,900 square
feet by adding a 50-foot section to the
eastern end.

According to architect Carol Hewit,
this would allow for between one and
three additional businesses. Engineer
Jeffrey Cadoff told the board the ex-
pansion would not change the present
ingress and egress onto the property
from Route 22 or from Meadow
Street, which runs behind the mall.

Traffic consultant Elizabeth Dolan
said there would be “no significant
increase” in traffic as a result of addi-
tional businesses operating there, say-
ing that the present mix of tenants
means the parking lot is never filled
to capacity at one time. The board
granted a parking variance, since a
township ordinance requires five
spaces for every 1,000 square feet of
building space and the lot would con-
tain 91 spaces, eight short of the mini-
mum, once the addition is completed.

The planning board’s first meeting
of the new year will be Monday, Janu-
ary 8.

their kids are walking and biking,”
Ms. Walker said, noting that county
residents have said biking needs to be
safe, convenient and secure. She said
bikes could be used for commuting,
shopping and recreation.

“We want to create practical routes
and agreeable routes that people ac-
tually ride and walk on,” she said.

Ms. Miller said the consultants
looked at on- and off-street bike routes
to come up with minimal standards,
such as drainage and pavement treat-
ments to alleviate pavement crack-
ing.

She said Shared Roadway Pave-
ment Markings could help to dedi-
cate pathways for bikers and walkers
– “this lets the bicyclist know what’s
the best placement for them. It’s kind
of a guide.” She said this concept is
being considered in the updated
county plan.

Phil Falcone, a former Westfield
resident who was active with
B.R.A.K.E.S. (Bikers And Kids En-
titled to Safety), said, “It really comes
down to whether a shared roadway is
a good choice for spending taxpayer
dollars versus trying off-road bike
routes.”

Sean Ryan, a planner with the
county, said, “One of the big advan-
tages the county has is that it is one of
the few counties in the United States
that has a linked park system. North,
south, east, west, along all the major
river corridors there are huge tracks
of linear greenways…Originally, they
meant to flatten these things and put
roads and walkways and facilities.
There is ample room to put bicycle
facilities circulation stuff for these
big greenways through the parks.”

A bicyclist himself, Mr. Ryan said
Union County is “a dangerous place”
for bikers. “You can be the best bicy-
clist in the world, and there are so
many cars that someone will come
along and not be paying
attention…and you know the results
are tragic,” he said.

Andy Paluri, an engineer with the
Berger Group in Florham Park, said
New Jersey “is more densely popu-
lated than Japan and India.”

“It’s a challenge, and a challenge
we need to overcome and provide a
viable transportation system” in the
county, Mr. Paluri said.

He said he traveled highways in the
county to determine if they had shoul-
ders, overpasses and whether off-road
bike trails connected to roadways. He
also looked at available places to park
bikes at train stations in the county.

Mr. Paluri said another goal is to
establish a corridor that bikers can
use from north to south, east and
west, as well as potential connections
to bike trails in surrounding counties
and train stations on the NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line.

Fanwood
Wednesday, December 6, Police said

two individuals attempted to cash a
fraudulent business check at a South
Avenue bank. When an employee ques-
tioned the individuals about the check,
the suspects fled, police said. Police
were able to identify one of the suspects,
and charges are pending, authorities said.

Saturday, December 9, a resident of
Princeton Avenue reported that some-
one opened an unauthorized cell phone
account in his name. Police said the
incident is under investigation.

Saturday, December 9, Anthony P.
Moskal, 18, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with making terror-
istic threats to an individual after an
altercation on Montrose Avenue.

Monday, December 11, Andre C.
Brothwaite, 19, of Irvington was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant out of
Wanaque Township after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road.

Westfield
Wednesday, December 6, Mario Hall,

25, of Perth Amboy was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at South
and Central Avenues on an outstanding
Elizabeth motor vehicle warrant with
$580 bail. Hall was unable to post bail
and was turned over to Elizabeth police.

Wednesday, December 6, Ann A. Mor-
gan, 54, of Woodbridge was arrested on
the 800 block of North Avenue on a
traffic warrant issued by the Perth Amboy
Court. She was released after posting
$89 bail.

Wednesday, December 6, Alterik K.
Finney, 29, of Elizabeth was arrested on
North Avenue near Hetfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains on a criminal warrant
issued by the Elizabeth Court. Finney
was released on his own recognizance
as per the Elizabeth Court, with a court
date to be set.

Wednesday, December 6, Peter J.
Breece, 18, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquarters
on an outstanding motor vehicle war-
rant from Garwood. Breece was released
after posting $89 bail.

Wednesday, December 6, Danielle
Mancuso, 18, of Oak Ridge was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and East Broad Street
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. She was

released with a summons pending a
December 20 court date.

Wednesday, December 6, Edward
Gallagher, 48, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Quimby Street.
Gallagher subsequently was released
with summonses pending a December
13 court date.

Thursday, December 7, Gerard Th-
ompson, 42, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at West
Broad Street and Osborn Avenue and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Further investigation revealed there
were outstanding warrants for Thomp-
son from the Union County Sheriff’s
Department, Plainfield and Middlesex
totaling $10,025. After being served
with summonses on the Westfield
charges, he was turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, December 8, a private con-
tractor operating the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Inspection Station on the 400
block of East South Avenue reported the
apparent theft of a 2009 inspection
sticker valued at approximately $50.

Friday, December 8, a resident of the
100 block of Harrison Avenue reported
a burglary at her home. Entry was re-
portedly gained by forcing open a door
on the porch. Numerous rooms on the
first and second floor living areas were
entered and ransacked. It was unknown
at the time what items were missing,
police said.

Friday, December 8, Jason Dirmeitis,
29, of Iselin was arrested at a business on
the 400 block of North Avenue, West, on
an East Orange traffic warrant after po-
lice responded to the business on a com-
plaint of a disorderly person. Dirmeitis
was released after posting $110 bail.

Friday, December 8, lawn decora-
tions were reported stolen on the 100
block of Sandra Circle. The value of the
missing items was estimated at $50.

Saturday, December 9, Anthony
Marrero, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Terminal Avenue in Clark on motor
vehicle warrants from Elizabeth, for
$580, and Cranford, for $89. He also
was charged with possession of a fake
government identification card, identi-
fied as a United States Marine Corps
identification card. Marrero posted bail
and was released with a summons on the
Westfield charge.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 6, Oladipupo

B. Omade, 20, was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after being
stopped for improper passing on Route
22.

Wednesday, December 6, Peter Y.
Marquez, 39, was arrested and charged
with being under the influence of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS),
possession of a CDS and receiving sto-
len property. According to police, the
suspect was picked up at a Sheffield
Street business, where he was report-
edly passed out in the lobby. He was
transported to Overlook Hospital, where
letters belonging to different businesses
were found on his person, police said.

Saturday, December 9, a resident of
Mill Lane reported one or more uni-
dentified individuals threw eggs at the
house and front window of the house.
This was the third incident of this na-
ture in the past few months, police said.
The homeowner said she would be
installing a video surveillance camera
and would be reporting all future inci-
dents to the police along with the vid-
eotape, police said. There was no vis-
ible damage to the house or window
reported at this time.

Sunday, December 10, Liem T.
Nguyen, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
for DWI after a motor vehicle stop for
failure to maintain a lane.

SP Council OKs Parking
Restrictions Near Coles School

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council approved two ordinances
on Tuesday that will restrict parking
near Coles School and on Mountain
Avenue.

Parking will be prohibited on the
south side of Allenby Lane between
8 and 9 a.m. and 2 and 3:30 p.m. on
school days. Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato said a pathway
from Coles School leads to Allenby
Lane and, increasingly, parents park
on both sides of the narrow street to
drop off or pick up their children.
She said, “The concern has been
expressed by parents picking up
their kids on that street and by the
police department.”

Another ordinance approved at
Tuesday’s regular meeting will limit
parking on Mountain Avenue and
adjacent William Street to two hours
during weekdays.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
bus commuters frequently park their
cars in that area all day, creating “an
inconvenience for customers at the
stores and a safety issue for pedestri-
ans” crossing Mountain Avenue.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing a
joint application with Fanwood for
a $90,000 grant from the state’s
SHARE (Sharing Available Re-

sources Efficiently) program that
will be used to explore the possibil-
ity of merging the two towns’ li-
braries.

Councilman Frank Rossi said the
grant, along with a combined
$10,000 contribution from the two
libraries, is “the first step” in what
will be a lengthy study process.
Mayor Martin Marks added that the
merger idea is still in its “very pre-
liminary” stages.

At the beginning of the meeting,
the council passed a resolution con-
gratulating Ryan Sharkey on achiev-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout in the
Boy Scouts of America.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion declaring December as
Georgine DiMaria Month. Ms.
DiMaria will represent New Jersey
in the upcoming Miss America pag-
eant in Las Vegas and was on hand
Tuesday evening to receive the
mayor’s proclamation.

The council’s final session of the
year will be held next Tuesday, and
will be the last meeting for Mr. Rossi,
who chose not to seek another term
this year, and Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge, who was defeated in her re-
election bid last month. Two Demo-
crats, Jeffrey Strauss and Kevin
Glover, will join the governing body
at the council’s reorganization meet-
ing on January 2.

ing a very serious problem, espe-
cially along South Avenue near the
post office he said.

Mr. Molenaar, a professional plan-
ner, responded that local residents
could help make a difference by slow-
ing down, yielding to pedestrians and
walking to the train station or down-
town as much as possible.

“There’s only so much that technol-
ogy and traffic calming can do,” he
said. “We can be safer without spend-
ing a lot of government money or pass-
ing laws and regulations; it’s about time
that we started taking this seriously.”

The council’s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting takes place on Monday,
January 1, at borough hall, followed
by a 1 p.m. reception at the Chelsea
complex on South Avenue.

county’s participation or even be heard
on the application process…The posi-
tions of superintendent of schools, as
well as all other district level supervi-
sory staff, will be abolished.

“The pilot county program is de-
signed to take decision-making away
from local communities without any
guarantee of cost savings or contin-
ued quality education. There will be a
study at the end of the 10-year pilot to
determine if there was a cost savings.
In the interim, quality school districts
will be decimated and residents left
to pick up the pieces. The idea of
consolidation is to regionalize the
state’s smallest districts, not some of
the largest… The only ray of hope is
that the bill does not become law.”

Rich Vespucci, a Department of
Education spokesman, told The Times
that “all of this (discussion on selec-
tion of a pilot county) is on the legis-
lative side of things.” He said the
department would oversee the pilot
county administrative district once it
is established.

“I am 99 percent sure our department
would not be in the loop” for selecting
the pilot county, Mr. Vespucci said.

The Times was unable to reach Sen.
Bob Smith by press deadline.
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