
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 31, 2006 Page 15

A ROYAL VISIT…Miss New Jersey 2006, Georgine Di Maria of Lodi, visited the
students at the Westfield Summer Workshop on July 28. During the morning, she
toured several classrooms and then performed a violin solo at the Happening, a
student performance for all the children who attended the Workshop.
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Snakes on a Plane, offering us yet
another air disaster scenario we can
worry about, doesn’t know whether
to be out-and-out hideous or just in
poor taste. So it ventures on preten-
sion, and succeeds.

Clearly, it wishes to filch a
cachet…to be taken for campy. But
by counterpoising its rampant vicious-
ness with humor, director David
Ellis’s contemporary nightmare only
shows itself for the gratuitous exploi-
tation that it truly is.

Save for the devilishly good idea at
its coldhearted core, the formula is all
too familiar. Take a group of folks,
toss them into the vortex of unthink-
able terror and then be glad it’s not
you.

In this case the hero and leader of
the unplanned expedition to Hell is
Samuel L. Jackson as FBI agent
Nelville Flynn. Of course, his initial
assignment is dangerous enough. A
rather graphic preamble demonstrates
what he’s up against.

Flynn is to escort by plane from
Hawaii to L.A. a witness (Nathan
Phillips) willing to testify against
Eddie Kim (Byron Lawson), the vil-
est, most sadistic gangster one could
imagine. For example, he’s not above
plotting an in-flight catastrophe via
snake.

Which is exactly what he does once
he gets wind of the government’s
plan. The thinking is, smuggle oodles
of poisonous snakes on the plane and
they’ll figure out the rest.

Once we slink aboard ship, we’re
introduced to the usual hodgepodge
of potential victims and immediately
given the tacit assignment of assess-
ing who will prevail and who will
succumb. Will egotistical rap star
Three G’s (Flex Alexander) be pun-
ished for his hubris? Will middle-
aged flight attendant Grace (Lin
Shaye) regret that she didn’t take that
last buyout package?

In short, it’s justice by horror movie.
Sort of a virtual mob thing, a blood-
bath appealing to vigilantism and our
worst venal instincts, but perhaps still
a few steps up from cockfighting.

Snakes on a Plane: Shakes the
Nerves and Rattles the Brain

Managing quite amazingly to rise
above the muck and mire of the film’s
intrinsic sliminess, Samuel L. Jack-
son maintains his integrity, his spe-
cial agent Flynn keeping his heroic
cool at all times. It’s an enviable trick.
Other acting performances range from
typical caricatures to the humdrum.

Of hackneyed inconsequence,
Julianna Margulies’s Claire Miller is
the flight attendant who’ll be leaving
the snaky skies to be a lawyer, if she
survives. David Koechner is pilot
Rick, whose outdated, womanizing
ways may put him on the list for
extinction.

A tad more interesting in the subtext
department is the disconcerting way
in which Three G’s lords it over his
bodyguards, Big Leroy (Keith Dal-
las) and the ever mugging Kenan
Thompson as video game-obsessed
Troy. Psst. There’s a clue there.

But then it isn’t thespic accom-
plishment that’ll be drawing folks to
the Majestic in droves. Nope, the title
characters are the stars of this film.
And there’s no shortage of the scaly
fiends.

If you weren’t an ophidiophobe
before, Snakes on a Plane offers the
perfect opportunity to take up the
unreasonable fear. Masochists afraid
of both snakes and flying will agree it
doesn’t get any better than this. Com-
bine that with an interest in summary
justice and it’s a triple-fanged treat.

All of which suggests that Mr.
Ellis’s movie might be a blessing in
disguise. That is, for the rest of us.

Like during the Super Bowl, when
gridiron fans have abandoned the
highways, byways and malls in favor
of the boob tube, Snakes on a Plane
may be a luring flute to its thrill-
seeking adherents. With them wind-
ing their way to the movies, it should
give us warm-blooded sorts just a
little more time to slither around in
peace.

* * * *
Snakes on a Plane, rated R, is a

New Line Cinema release directed by
David R. Ellis and stars Samuel L.
Jackson, Julianna Margulies and
David Koechner. Running time: 105
minutes.

‘Art in the Gardens’
Return to NJ Gardens
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that outlet mall Jersey Gar-
dens will host “Art in the Gardens,” a
month-long celebration of the arts
during National Arts and Humanities
Month in October.

The Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, in the De-
partment of Economic Development,
coordinate this annual event. All the
performances in this multicultural
showcase of music and dance will take
place on the weekends, including Co-
lumbus Day, in the Center Court of the
Jersey Gardens Mall.

For an application form, call the Di-
vision at (908) 558-2550, or e-mail the
Division at culturalinfo@ucnj.org. All
applications are due by September 8.

Choral Art Society
Seeks New Members
WESTFIELD — Singers of all

voices are invited to join The Choral
Art Society of New Jersey. Rehears-
als are held weekly on Tuesdays from
8 to 10 p.m., September to May, and
take place in the choir room of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at the corner of Mountain
Avenue and East Broad Street.

The season’s first rehearsal is on
Tuesday, September 5, with registra-
tion and music purchase starting at
7:30 p.m. Singers interested in join-
ing are invited to attend a rehearsal
and meet with James Little, the
society’s musical director.

The fall semester will be spent pre-
paring for the Saturday, January 20,
performance of Felix Mendelssohn’s
Elijah. The winter/spring semester
rehearsals start Tuesday, January 23,
in preparation for a performance on
Saturday, May 12, of Franz Josef
Haydn’s Theresienmesse and Ralph
Vaughn William’s Dona Nobis Pacem.

Both the January and May con-
certs will be held at the Presbyterian
Church. On Friday, December 1, the
society will host its annual Messiah
Sing starting at 8 p.m. at St. Helen’s
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue.

Coffee With Conscience
Series Begins Sept. 16

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will be-
gin its seventh season by presenting
guitarist and singer/songwriter, Patty
Larkin, in concert at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Av-
enue) on Saturday, September 16.

Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $25. All net proceeds from the
concert will be donated to Homefirst
(formerly the Interfaith Council for
the Homeless). New Jersey-based
singer/songwriter, and former fea-
tured artist, Scott E. Moore, will open.
Tickets must be purchased in advance
of the concert. Details are available at
www.coffeewithconscience.org.

Ms. Larkin’s songs have been cov-
ered by artists ranging from Holly
Cole to Cher. Her own renditions
have been heard in movies ranging
from Ivan Reitman’s Evolution
(DreamWorks) starring Julianne
Moore and David Duchovny to the
Sydney Pollack-directed Random
Hearts (Columbia Pictures), starring
Harrison Ford and Kristen Scott Tho-
mas which used Larkin’s “Good
Thing” as end title.

For more information visit
www.pattylarkin.com The Coffee
With Conscience Concert Series is a

10-show series running from Sep-
tember through June at the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield. This season, the concerts
are being recorded for broadcast by
Westfield’s TV-36.

Residents of Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside
can catch each month’s concert on
Fridays at 10 a.m. and 10 p.m., and on
Sundays at 7 p.m.

For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert Se-
ries, the upcoming performance, ways
in which to get involved with the se-
ries, or information on getting a copy
of the Season Sampler CD, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org or call
the concert hotline at (908) 412-9105
or e-mail concerts4causes@aol.com.

Fanwood Library Presents
Fanwoodstock III Concert

FANWOOD – On Sunday, Sep-
tember 10, from 1 to 6 p.m. the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
present its Fanwoodstock III concert
– five hours of peace, love and music.

This free event, sponsored by the
board of trustees and the Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library, will
feature music and other events for
families and music lovers of all ages.
The library will dedicate its rain gar-
den, celebrate the 20th anniversary of
the Friends of Fanwood Memorial
Library and much more.

The music starts at 1 p.m. with a set
from area children’s performer Mr.
Mr. Ray. With two albums out al-
ready and a third scheduled for re-
lease this fall, Mr. Ray will delight
the whole family, especially his core
demographic, two to six year olds.

The music will continue with local
rock hero Pat DiNizio (patdinizio.com).
Longtime Scotch Plains resident, gui-
tarist, vocalist and principal songwriter
of the rock band Smithereens, he will
play two big sets, the first from his

recently released solo CD, “This is Pat
DiNizio,” and another of classic
Smithereens hits.

Mr. DiNizio describes his new CD
as “simply, a collection of 16 of my
favorite pop songs, arranged for solo
voice and piano. It is a collection of
songs that I wish I had written. It was
recorded in its entirety at
Hollingsworth House, my home in
Scotch Plains.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s own Goodman Brown
(myspace.com/goodmanbrownnj),
which features Luke Saenz, Peter
Bistis, Alex Cvetovich and Alex
Russo, will close out the afternoon
with a set of its own original rock
sounds.

Picnics, blankets, chairs and family
are recommended for the lawn at
Fanwood Memorial Library. The rain
location is at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School auditorium. For more in-
formation, call the library at (908) 322-
6400 or visit fanwoodlibrary.org/
fanwoodstock.html.

A HIGH NOTE AT THE WORKSHOP…Matthew Sklar, recently nominated for
a Tony Award for composing the music for Broadway’s current hit The Wedding
Singer, visited students at the Westfield Summer Workshop. A former Westfield
resident, Sklar attended the Workshop from kindergarten through the 11th
grade. During his July visit to WSW, he addressed the Workshop Theater
students who were performing in Seussical.
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Watchung Stables Offers
Horseback Riding Lessons

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s Watchung Stable will once
again offer horseback riding lessons
beginning next month.

“Horseback riding in the Watchung
Reservation is a real treat,” said Free-
holder Vice-Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski, Liaison to the Union
County Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Facilities. “Our lesson pro-
gram at the Watchung Stable is a
great way to learn how to ride. Since
1935, more than 40,000 girls and
boys have participated in this won-
derful program,” she added.

All applicants must be nine years
old or older. Class and troop assign-
ments are based upon riding ability, as
determined by the stable management.

Applicants with previous experi-
ence may be asked to demonstrate
their riding ability in order to be

placed in appropriate classes, which
are held Tuesdays through Satur-
days. Fall Troop will last for 10 weeks
beginning on Tuesday, September 5,
and culminate with the Fall Troop
Horse Show. 

The Watchung Stable also features
adult lessons for people 18 years of
age and older. This program also will
begin the week of September 5.
Classes for adults are available on
Sundays at 12:45 p.m.; Tuesdays at
10 a.m. and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Adult lessons include an eight-week
program on Sunday and Tuesday
mornings and a six-week program
on Wednesday nights. Beginner
through advanced lessons are avail-
able on all three days. 

The cost to participate is $210 for
10 classes and varies with Union
County residency status and troop
assignment. Uniforms and helmets
are required and must be provided
at the rider’s expense. Registration
forms and fees must be submitted in
person at the Watchung Stable,
which is located at 1160 Summit
Lane in Mountainside. Daily office
hours are 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 4
p.m.

The Watchung Stable is operated by
the Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities. For
further information and to obtain reg-
istration materials, interested persons
are invited to call (908) 789-3665.

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ben Taylor has actually stolen his
father’s voice. The son of James Tay-
lor and Carly Simon released his de-
but with the Ben Taylor Band, “Fa-
mous Among the Barns,” in 2002,
and the vocal similarity is at times so
striking that one wishes there was a
more foolproof way to make sure that
the legendary folk singer’s son isn’t
playing some kind of joke on national
audiences.

Okay, now that’s out of the way.
Perhaps the reaction that the resem-
blance incites is inevitable; it’s a bit
difficult to get past the “James Taylor’s
son” idea en route to Ben Taylor as an
artist in his own right. But once the
listener puts the whole “wow, he
sounds exactly like his father” thing
out of mind, it’s easy to appreciate
Ben without looking for family trade-
marks behind every element of his
sound.

Taylor fronts a five-person band
that meshes folk, pop and rock and
roll to create a feel similar to Ben
Harper and a more fleshed-out Jack
Johnson. The lead vocals may be
eerily reminiscent of James, but the
music the son creates is no carbon
copy. A mellow ambiance pervades
much of the album, and the electric
guitar-driven sound contains shades
of both the exciting and the relax-
ing; one of the best parts of this
album is that Taylor does both ex-
tremely well.

As a songwriter, he demonstrates a
natural ear for rhythm and flow; his
lyrics, whether wordy or sparse, al-
ways seem to roll effortlessly as they
reinforce the overall mood of each
cut.

Back-to-back tracks “No More
Running Away” and “Safe Enough to
Wake Up,” a pair of mellow songs
that are distinct yet equally satisfy-
ing. The former is a wistful beauty led
by a soft guitar line and an aura of
quiet longing, and the latter is an
immensely well-crafted blend of lyri-
cal dexterity and light orchestration.
During the verses, Taylor slinks

through long phrases like “Now you
can forget everything that you said/
And every lesson that you ever learned
to regret/Stop trying to guess what’s
coming up next and look up at the
sunset” with ease, and on the chorus,
his sweet vocal line soars
enchantingly.

Taylor’s lyrics are their most heart-
felt on “A Good Day to Be Alive,” but
unfortunately, his lyrical revelations
are paired with one of the album’s
less successful orchestrations; vocal
distortion obscures the first verse and
the rest of the song plods along with-
out anything especially interesting
going on musically.

The band builds up an electric,
ominous energy during its cover of
the Zombies’ 1969 hit “Time of the
Season.” The weighty bass drum beat
quickly captivates, and Taylor’s intri-
cate vocal harmonies sustain that ex-
citement.

“Just Like Everyone Else,” per-
haps the album’s most folk-inspired
track, opens with a catchy acoustic
guitar and mandolin riff that evolves
into a bouncy, lighthearted song that
provides a nice burst of carefree en-
ergy after the heavier “Time of the
Season.”

The Ben Taylor Band really asserts
its independence on the album’s final
track, the instrumental “Tonight.”
Without the elder Taylor’s inevitable
presence during any vocal stretches,
the band grooves over a slow beat in
one of the album’s most unique,
memorable cuts. The lead guitar floats
on a mellow line while the rhythm
section creates the perfect ambiance
for the extended outro.

The album’s close is the most satis-
fying part of Taylor’s debut. One of
the best marks of an album that works
as a whole is the feeling one is left
with when the CD stops spinning,
and after “Tonight” draws to a close,
the listener feels the best kind of torn
– the simultaneous desire to immedi-
ately press “play” again and the feel-
ing of such perfect closure that it
almost seems like it would be a shame
to break the silence.

Juried Exhibit Invites
Photographers to Submit

AREA – Photographers are in-
vited to submit two photographs to
be considered for exhibition at the
12th Annual Juried Photography
Exhibit for the New Jersey Photog-
raphy Forum.

 The exhibit is open to any pho-
tographer able to hand deliver his or
her work to the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter on the Watchung Circle in
Watchung,  on Saturday, October 28
from 1-4 p.m. The cost for entry is
$20. Entries are limited in size to no
larger than a 30x40 inch piece and
should be professionally presented
and wired for hanging. Any entry
over 16x20 inches must be framed
with plexi-glass.

The New Jersey Photography
Forum’s annual show will be on dis-
play from November 1-30, at the
Watchung Arts Center in Watchung,
after which it will travel to the
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside for two months. Nancy
Ori of Berkeley Heights and Michael
Creem of Summit will curate the
show. The three judges will be Susan
Hockaday, Bill Westheimer and
David H. Wells.

The public is invited to attend the
opening reception on November 12
from 1 to 4 p.m. when awards will be
presented and everyone will have an
opportunity to meet the artists.

The New Jersey Photography Fo-
rum is now in its 12th year of devel-
opment and has become the largest
and most recognized group of fine
art exhibiting photographers in the
state. Monthly meetings are held at
the Visual Arts Center of New Jer-
sey in Summit and encourage at-
tendees to share expertise and ad-
vance their skills. The meetings pro-
vide access to a wide variety of
creative and technical information
as well as access to many success-
ful exhibiting fine art photographers
from the state.

Informal presentations and dem-

onstrations by manufacturers and pho-
tographic artists are given periodi-
cally. Regularly, photographers have
an opportunity to display their work
for critique by others.

One can learn more about the New
Jersey Photography Forum by visit-
ing its web site at njphotoforum.com
or calling Ms. Ori at (908) 790-
8820, or Mr. Creem at (908) 273-
1672.

Westfield Residents Present
‘Comedy of Errors’

WESTFIELD – On September 2
and 3 at the ball field in the Memorial
Park Pool Complex, The Westfield
Recreation Department will present
“The Comedy of Errors” by William
Shakespeare.

This comedy concerns two sets of
twin brothers who are separated by a
shipwreck in their infancy. Years later,
one brother and his servant land in a
seaport town. Unbeknownst to them,
their long-lost twin brothers reside in
this very same town. Confusion, chaos
and comedy multiply as spouses,
creditors, friends and foes alike con-
tinually mistake the brothers’ identi-
ties.

Joseph Penczak directs this hilari-
ous and bawdy comedy, which is
performed entirely by Westfield resi-

dents. In staging the play on Field
Two of Memorial Park, Mr. Penczak
casted the characters as baseball play-
ers from various Major League
teams. Merchants are represented
by Brewers and Diamondbacks, an
Abbess becomes an Angel, the fa-
ther figure is a Padre and the two sets
of identical twins are Mets and Yan-
kees.

Through the generous support of
the Westfield Recreation Department,
admission to “The Comedy of Er-
rors” is free. The play will be per-
formed under the summer sky on
Saturday and Sunday of Labor Day
weekend from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., Sep-
tember 2nd and 3rd. Audience mem-
bers are encouraged to bring picnic
baskets, blankets and chairs.

WEEKEND PERFORMANCE…The Dromio (Yanks) and Antipholus (Mets)
twins – played by Julie Fetter, Joe Penczak, Ken Bigelow and Sarah Hedgepeth –
rehearse a scene for “Comedy of Errors.”

Gary U.S. Bonds to Perform
At Echo Lake Park Sept. 6

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 2006
Union County Summer Arts Festival
concert series returns with a perfor-
mance by Gary U.S. Bonds and His
Roadhouse Rockers on Wednesday,
September 6 at 7:30 p.m.

Gary U.S. Bonds began his career
in the early 1960s with hits “New
Orleans,” “Quarter to Three” and
“School Is Out.” His popularity in the
United States gained him international
success. On a 1963 tour of Europe,
Gary headlined above a group of rela-
tive newcomers: The Beatles.

His latest album received the 2005
W.C. Handy Blues Award as “Come-
back Album of the Year.”

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, with repre-
sentatives from the county offering
information about important pro-
grams and services available to county
residents.

In case of inclement weather, call
the parks and recreation hotline at
(908) 352-8410 after 3 p.m. on Sep-
tember 6. For more information, call
(908) 527-4900.

Kean’s Premiere Stages
Presents The Shape of Things

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University continues its 2006 season
with the professional New Jersey pre-
miere of The Shape of Things, an
edgy new comedy by Neil Labute,
hailed by The New Yorker as “the best
new playwright to emerge in the past
decade…a genius.”

Providing fascinating insight into
contemporary relationships, The
Shape of Things centers on Adam, an
impressionable college student who
becomes hopelessly enamored with
rebellious art major Evelyn.

When Evelyn becomes determined
to challenge society’s obsession with
the surface of people, Adam unwit-
tingly becomes the model assistant,
infusing the play’s ending with a
shocking and intriguing twist.

The professional production is di-
rected by acclaimed director Ted
Sluberski and features an Actors’
Equity Association cast, Kean theatre
majors, and a top-notch design team.

“The play effectively examines the
boundaries of artistic expression,”
said John Wooten, Premiere Stages’
Producing Artistic Director. “Labute
has his finger on the pulse of a culture
intoxicated by power and appear-
ance.”

The Shape of Things runs from
Thursday, September 7 through Sun-
day, September 17 in Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre. Sun-
day performances begin at 2 p.m.; all
others at 8 p.m. Tickets range from
$15 to $25. A special “pay-what-you-
can” performance will be held on
Wednesday, September 6. To order
tickets, get on the mailing list, and/or
to request a season brochure, call the
Wilkins Theatre Box Office at 908-
737-SHOW.

Located on the Kean University
campus, Premiere Stages offers af-
fordable prices, air-conditioned fa-
cilities and free parking in close prox-
imity to the theatres.


