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CORBO, BOONE BLAST HR; STRANIERO 3 HITS, 3 RBI

L & G Mows Down Antone’s
In U. C. 50+ A Division, 16-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-seeded Lombardi &
Greenkeepers used the long ball to
subdue second-seeded Antone’s Pub
& Grill, 16-3, in Game 1 of the best-of-
three championship series in the A
Division of the Union County Senior
50+ Softball League at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains on August 24. L&G
mowed down the Pub men with a 22-
hit bombardment, which included four
triples and two home runs.

L&G’s Angelo Corbo crunched a

solo blast and added a pair of RBI
sacrifice flies. Malcolm Boone (2-
for-2, 2 runs scored) also bashed a
solo homer and leadoff hitter Tom
Strainiero slapped three singles,
scored twice and had three RBI. Brian
Williams hit safely in all three of his
at bats and Bill Reichle had a pair of
RBI singles and scored a run. Frank
Pepe pummeled an RBI triple, singled
and scored twice. Karl Grossmann
(run scored) and Tom Lombardi each
smacked a two-run triple and Monty

Santiago (run scored) cracked an RBI
triple. Tony Williams (RBI), Larry
“Yogi 2” Berra and Steve Ferro each
singled and scored a run, Keith Gib-
bons (run scored) went 2-for-3 and
Steve Pietrucha went 1-for-1.

The Pub men tapped L&G for 10
hits. Don Montefusco doubled,
singled and scored twice. Dave
“Duck” Ball quacked a pair of RBI
singles and George Brokaw went 2-
for-3 with an RBI. Tom DeRocco
(run scored), Ron Kulick, Vic Gorman
and Carl Rider each poked a single.

Defensively, L&G third baseman
Lombardi grabbed a line drive and
fired to first base to complete a double
play and Boone smothered a steam-
ing grounder to make a fine putout at
first. Antone’s shortstop Joe Viso per-
formed two slick putouts and mound
man Brokaw absorbed a hard hopper
and fired to first for the putout.

The Pub men got a little jump in the
top of the first when Ball and Brokaw
tapped back-to-back RBI singles to
take a 2-0 lead. L&G answered with

Corbo’s solo blast.
“He’s a hitting machine! He bats

about .700 each year,” commented
L&G’s Pietrucha.

As Antone’s walked in to bat in the
second, Gary Weiss chanted, “That’s
one inning! We won that inning. Let’s
get two!”

But after no Pub men managed to
score, it was L&G who won the in-
ning with two runs after Santiago
thumped his RBI triple and Reichle
rapped an RBI single. L&G then took
a 6-2 lead with three runs in the third.
Boone hammered his solo homer
down the right field line, Pepe pep-
pered an RBI triple and Corbo
launched his first RBI sac fly.

As L&G entered the field in the
fourth, Tony Williams cautioned his
teammates, “Lot of game left!”

Montefusco drilled a leadoff double
and Ball brought him home with an
RBI single to make the score 6-3. In
the bottom of the fifth, however, the
Greenkeepers made grooves in the
terrain heading home with six runs on
seven hits, which included Straniero’s
two-run single and Lombardi’s two-
run triple, to seize a 12-3 lead. The
stunned Pub men could not splash the
plate in the sixth but L&G plated four
more runs in the bottom of the inning,
capped by Grossmann’s two-run triple
between the outfielders in right.

As the Pub men came to the plate in
the seventh, L&G’s Tony Williams
shouted, “Defense! Let’s close the door.”

Slam!
Antone’s Pub 200 100 0 3
L&G 123 064 x 16

MATTES, BARBA NAMED BLUE DEVIL CO-CAPTAINS

Senior Dominated Blue Devils
Expect Success in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing with a 12-7 record will
not be good enough for this season’s
Westfield High School boys soccer
team. Featuring a large number of
veteran seniors, several veteran jun-
iors and a fine group of talented sopho-
mores, the Blue Devils have good rea-
son to expect a very successful season.

To add a little flare to their style of
soccer, several of the Blue Devil boys
and their parents, along with Keith
Hertell (founding member of the
Westfield Soccer Association),
Eduardo Paulo (Brazilian National
and coach) and Blue Devil Head

Coach George Kapner, spent 12 days
competing in Brazil.

“I went as the ‘Sage Observer’ and
Eduardo was the coach of the team. It
was an amazing experience to watch
the growth of our kids, the cultural
part of it and Tom Meredith’s letter –
Parent Finds Soccer Experience to
Be Beyond the Competition on page
13 of The Leader and The Times Au-
gust 17 issue – in your publication
was right on target,” said Kapner.

On United States soil, senior striker
Chris Mattes, who shared the team’s
lead in scoring last year, and senior
midfielder Nick Barba, known as Mr.
Versatility, have been named co-cap-

tains. Last year, Barba, who was se-
lected All-Union County First Team,
played nearly every position on the
team, and Mattes’ scoring proficiency
took some pressure off the defense
that had to withstand a heavy burden
the past several years.

“We have some depth. Last year,
we were hit by injuries hard. We had
to bring up some kids from JV’s. This
year, we certainly don’t want injuries
but, if they occur, we can fill quite a
few spots,” said Kapner.

Last year, the Blue Devils, how-
ever, did manage to recover in time to
register a 2-1, double-overtime vic-
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SP-F Lady Raiders Enjoyed
Brazilian Soccer Experience

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several years ago, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School soccer
girls approached Head Coach Kevin
Ewing and inquired about the possi-
bly of going somewhere outside of
the country to play soccer, just like
the boys. This summer the dream
became a reality.

Sixteen girls, two coaches and three
chaperones hopped on the plane and
headed for San Paolo, Brazil on Au-
gust 6 for 10 days with the focus on

learning life lessons of another cul-
ture, while preparing for the upcom-
ing soccer season.

“The timing was right, lots of par-
ents became involved. We had a suc-
cessful fundraiser and we had incred-
ible community support. We orga-
nized the trip through a group known
as ‘Brazilian Institute of Futbol’ with
Westfield resident Keith Hertell, a
former Raider girls soccer coach,”
said Ewing who added, “Ed Zazzalli
and John Appazato spearheaded and
coordinated much of the fundraising

efforts along with John DelMauro,
Mike LaForge the accountant in-
charge and John Mains who donated
lots of time and money. All of the
parents were huge assets. Hopefully,
I did not forget anyone.”

According to Ewing in a typical
soccer, training day, “the girls would
have a two and one-half hour training
session with Brazilian A licensed
coaches after breakfast. After lunch,
there would be a game scheduled
against U17 or U19 teams, which
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STRANIERO, VANDERHEYDEN BELT 2-RUN HOMERS

Blaise Burns St. Nicks, 12-7,
In St. Bart’s Angels Playoffs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Blaise has had season-long dif-
ficulties fielding enough players and,
on several occasions, had to play with
just eight men. However, the Blaisers
managed to scrape up 10 players who
put it all together to burn St. Nicho-
las, 12-7, in the first round of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League Angels Division playoffs at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 25.

The Blaisers mounted a 19-hit at-
tack and ambushed the unsuspecting
St. Nicks in the second inning with a
10-run bombardment that they were
unable to answer with adequate em-
phasis. Blaiser leadoff hitter Tom
Straniero slapped a pair of singles and
clobbered a two-run home run and
teammate Pete Vanderheyden (2-for-
4, 2 runs scored) backed that up with a
two-run homer. Shon Briggs (3 RBI)
and Dave Hill each went 3-for-4 and
scored a run. Jeff Goodman tapped a
pair of singles and scored twice, Nate
Mangiris (RBI) and Marty Bernstein
each singled twice and scored a run
and Kelly Larson singled and scored
twice. Gregg Swidersky plopped an

RBI single and scored once.
St. Nick’s entire roster showed up

for the game and totaled 16 hits, which
included four doubles. Team Captain
Nick DiNizo went 3-for-3 with a
double, a run scored and an RBI.
Dangerous Damon Roth ripped a two-
run double, walked and scored twice.
Lou Messano (double) and Mike
Walch each went 2-for-3 and Jim
Reilly added a pair of singles. Frank
Chupko, who doubled, just missed
getting a triple when he was gunned
down just before touching third. Joe
Scarfuto (run scored), Glen Walz, Ken
Blaes and Steve Polak all singled and
had an RBI. Al Weber singled and
Jeff Friedlander scored a run.

Blaiser third baseman Anthony
Giannaci absorbed a pair of steaming
line drives and was on the tail end of
the putout on Chupko. Nick man Walz
made two fine catches in leftfield.
From his position on the mound,
Chupko initiated a second-to-first

double play and second baseman
Walch also initiated a second-to-first
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ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 14
The ninth annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 14 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
may include youth baseball.
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St. Blaise/St. Nick Softball
St. Aloysius/St. Jude
L&G/Antone’s Pub

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE COMPETITION SERIOUSLY…The Blue Devil soccer boys get into some intense action during an
intersquad scrimmage at Kehler Stadium on August 24.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG EVENING AT THE PLATE…L&G slugger Tom Straniero slapped three
singles, scored twice and had three RBI in Game 1 against Antone’s Pub & Grill.

The area’s most comprehensive fitness and wellness center is under construction in Scotch Plains!

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway
Our Information and Enrollment Center

is now open at our Scotch Plains location! Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4
2120 Lamberts Mill Rd. Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

With this ad. Hurry, offer ends 10/6/06. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
First time visitors. Must be 21 years or older. Some restrictions apply.

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■  Over 200 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about
the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness
Center. Take advantage of our construction discounts as we discuss with you how
the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional instruction will help
you achieve all your fitness and health goals.


