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The Conundrum of Comfort:
Why Is God So Generous?

By BRIAN NICKLAUS
Echo Lake Church of Christ

Do you ever question the good
things that happen in life? If you stub
your toe, get a flat tire or anything
worse, you are likely to cry, “Why
me?”, curse the dog, yell at your
spouse and blame God. But when-
ever something good happens, we
just expect it, enjoy it and move on.

I heard a woman on the radio talk-
ing about the hard times she had been
through. She lost her sight and then
her husband to a rare form of cancer
in a short period of time, but she never
asked the “why me?” question. She
thought, “Why not me? Why should I
be exempt from suffering and trag-
edy? Why should I be special?” It was
a striking statement: “Why not me?”

Many books have been written on
the “Problem of Evil, Pain, etc.” Why
do things like 9/11 happen? Why do
we have things like cancer, car acci-
dents and hurricanes? These ques-
tions keep us awake at night. They
keep some from believing in God.
These are legitimate questions and I
believe there are some good responses
to be found in the Bible and other
places. But I think we are asking the
wrong questions.

I am more amazed at the comfort
and good in the world. Where does it
come from? Especially if one doesn’t
believe in God as a source of good-
ness, how do we explain the wealth,
kindness and altruism that exist? Sure,
there isn’t enough of it in most places,
but why is there any at all? Why are
we blessed to live in a great town in a
great country? Why are so many of us
blessed with cars, TVs, computers,
nice homes, etc.?

Sure, we work hard, but we also
take days off, we go to the shore, the
theater, the ballgame. We take vaca-
tions to Florida or even Europe. We
enjoy so much. We assume we deserve
it. We even say that we worked hard
for it. But if we weren’t so arrogant,
we might have to ask, “Why me?”

Believing in God doesn’t necessarily
clear up this conundrum. If God is Holy
and Perfect and Infinite as the Bible
teaches, why would He look down with
any favor on me – a pathetic, sinful,
finite creature? Why is life easy? Will-
iam Law lived over 200 years ago and
he asked, “How many saints has adver-
sity sent to Heaven? And how many
poor sinners has prosperity plunged
into everlasting misery?” Wealth and
comfort take many people away from
God. We are complacent and don’t
think that we need Him. So why would
he bless us so much?

You can ponder the problem of pain
all you like, but I can’t get my mind
around this conundrum of comfort.

* * * * * * *
Mr. Nicklaus is the minister at the

Echo Lake Church of Christ, located
at 419 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Seniors Invited to Take
Trip to Thayer Hotel
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee will present a trip to the Thayer
Hotel in West Point, N.Y. on Wednes-
day, October 18, for a luncheon and
musical performance.

Registration will begin on Tues-
day, September 12, for Scotch Plains
residents and Monday, September 18,
for non-residents. All registrations
must be made during regular office
hours in the township’s Recreation
Office, Room 113 of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, located at 430
Park Avenue.

A luncheon featuring soup, green
and other cold salads, cold cuts, a
cheese platter, top sliced sirloin of
beef, chicken, penne, cakes and pies
with coffee or tea will be served with
the performance starting at noon.

During the performance, entitled
“From Gospel to Gershwin,” leading
artists from Broadway, film and tele-
vision will be showcased in a pro-
gram of inspirational, traditional and
popular songs.

Participants will board the bus,
which will leave promptly at 9:45
a.m., from the rear of the municipal
building. They will return at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m.

As with past sponsored trips, the
Township of Scotch Plains will un-
derwrite the bus charter. The cost per
person is $40 for Scotch Plains resi-
dents. Space permitting, non-resi-
dents will be accepted at a cost of $42
per person.

For further details, please call (908)
889-2084 or (908) 322-6700, exten-
sion no. 20.

FRIENDS HAVING FUN…On June 15, members of Cub Scout Pack 172 finished
the year with a “Blue and White” dinner at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield. The scouts and their families enjoyed dinner, saw a slideshow review-
ing the year’s highlights and played games for prizes. Awards also were handed
out as the culmination of the evening’s festivities.

All Saints’ to Welcome
Russian Vocal Group
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,

September 9, at 7 p.m., a Russian a
cappella vocal group called LYRA,
from St. Petersburg, will perform in
Lea Hall at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

The group consists of six members
– three female and three male – who
are educated either as opera singers
or as choir conductors in the St. Pe-
tersburg Conservatory.

Their repertoire consists of sacred,
folk and secular Russian choir music,
as well as romances and arias from the
operas of Russian composers. LYRA
performs the works of Bortnjansky,
Chesnokov, Gretchaninov, Stravinsky,
Taneev, Tchaikovsky and
Rakhmaninov, among others.

This show will mark LYRA’s re-
turn to All Saints’, as they previously
performed there in 2004. The church
is again one of about 50 stops in the
group’s tour along the east coast dur-
ing the late summer and early fall.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10
for children age 12 and under. For
more information, please call the
church at (908) 322-8047. Additional
information about LYRA, including
samples of the group’s music, can be
found at www.lyra-online.org.

Willow Grove to Present
Course on Christianity

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents
are invited to attend a three-week
discussion series entitled “Christian-
ity 101” at the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church, located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

Sessions will focus on the key rea-
sons for believing in Christianity.
Among the questions to be discussed
during the series are: “What Is the
Meaning of Life?”; “Who Is Jesus?”
and “Why Did Jesus Die?”

Individuals may attend sessions on
Fridays, September 8, 15 and 22, at
9:30 a.m.; Sundays, September 10,
17 and 24, at 11:45 a.m. or Tuesdays,
September 12, 19 and 26, at 7:15 p.m.
The first week’s discussion will ex-
plore “Christianity: Boring, Untrue
and Irrelevant?” Participants are in-
vited to share their thoughts, feelings
and questions regardless of their view-
points or backgrounds.

Discussions will be led and facili-
tated by two church member volun-
teers. The group format will be iden-
tical for the Friday, Sunday and Tues-
day sessions; however, the discus-
sion will vary based on what each

person brings to the table.
Each 90-minute session will be held

in Alexander Hall (the room at the end
of the second floor hallway) and will
begin with food and a video. Childcare
can be provided at a nominal cost if
requested in advance. Children may
eat with the adults before going down-
stairs with childcare providers.

Those who require babysitting are
asked to call the church, which will
try and accommodate their needs.

To learn more about the program and
to register, interested persons are asked
to call August at (908) 889-5948 and
leave their name and telephone number
for a return call. For  additional infor-
mation about Willow Grove, please call
the church office Monday through Fri-
day at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or access
www.willowgrovechurch.org.

Union County Torah Center
To Hold Children’s Events

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center of Westfield has an-
nounced that it is accepting registra-
tion for its Mommy and Me Program
and Story Time, both of which will
begin sessions next month.

Mommy and Me is a parent/child
class for youngsters 18 months to
two-and-a-half years old. Partici-
pants will have an opportunity to
socialize, sing, dance and enjoy arts
and crafts, all with a Jewish flavor.

Story Time is a program for those
ages three to five years old. Children
will hear a story, do a craft and have
a snack during the 45-minute ses-
sions, all featuring a Jewish theme.
Participants will have a chance to
make new friends while learning
about Jewish traditions and holidays.

Registration for both classes is
underway for the Fall/Winter Ses-
sion. Mommy and Me will be held

three times a month on Thursdays
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. beginning
on September 14. Story Time will
take place on Mondays from 2 to
2:45 p.m. starting on September 11.

The cost for each program is $100
for 10 sessions. Classes will be held
at Just Babies Daycare, located at 462
West Broad Street in Westfield.

For more details and to receive a
registration form, please call (908) 789-
5252 or e-mail info@torahcenter.org.

Single People Invited
To Join Sunday Group
WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced

or never-married individuals are in-
vited to join a singles discussion group
that meets on Sundays at 9 a.m. at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.

Meetings will be held on September
3, 10, 17 and 24. The non-denomina-
tional group focuses on issues related
to single living, fostering friendships
and sharing experiences. Coffee, cake
and bagels are served and a $2 dona-
tion is requested. All are welcome.

Group members also take part in
winter movie nights, picnics and holi-
day get-togethers. For more informa-
tion, please call Lil at (908) 889-4751
or Ed at (908) 232-4159.

J A D E
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 490 $245
FULL ea. pc. 620 $309
QUEEN set 1470 $735
KING set 2190 $1095

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

SAVE 50%
On These 5 Featured Models - 5 Days ONLY!

Thru Monday, September 4th!

What an incredible, opportunity to purchase the world’s finest mattress! 
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 1893.

Shifman ultra premium sets are entirely handmade in the USA featuring natural cotton 
upholstery, a unique hand-tufting technique and 8-way hand-tied boxsprings. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

And Save 35%-50%
On All Other Models

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 260 $129
FULL ea. pc. 380 $189

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. 50% 
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 360 $179
FULL ea. pc. 490 $245
QUEEN set 1120 $559
KING set 1740 $869

* S A V O Y
SUGG. 50% 
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 1010 $505
FULL ea. pc. 1220 $609
QUEEN set 2660 $1329
KING set 3820 $1909

Savings off maufacturers sugg. retail. 

* S A T U R N
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 1160 $579
FULL ea. pc. 1410 $705
QUEEN set 3100 $1549
KING set 4440 $2219

Receive a freeiPod Shuffle with Ultra Premium Set Purchases*

Temple Emanu-El
Your Temple Family

of Westfield

Discover our lifelong learning programs

Learn about our social action activities and 
worship opportunities

Enjoy being a part of our caring community

Join us at our upc0ming prospective member event:

Open House Shabbat Hallelu   
Friday, September 8th

7:15 P.M. Meet and greet members, clergy and staff.
7:45P.M. Our musical Shabbat service featuring 

contemporary Jewish music and 
Israeli dancing.

9:15P.M. Congregational Oneg Shabbat 

Call us if you have any questions or would like membership information
and ask for Carolyn Shane at 908-232-6770 ext. 114 or cshane@tewnj.org

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 756 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
j 8 6

Parkinson’s Group Sets
September 11 Meeting
WESTFIELD – Following a sum-

mer break, the Westfield Parkinson’s
Disease Support Group will resume
its fall schedule on Monday, Septem-
ber 11, with a meeting at 1:30 p.m. in
the Parish House Lounge of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Kathleen Nahill, a Registered Nurse
with Clinical Business Solutions
(CBS), will be the guest speaker. CBS
was contracted by Vernalis Pharma-
ceuticals Inc. to create a nursing sup-
port program for one of its products
used to treat Parkinson’s disease. Ms.
Nahill will discuss “off” times, what
causes them and current treatment
options.

Persons with Parkinson’s disease
and/or their caregivers are invited to
attend this meeting, which is offered
free of charge. Light refreshments
will be served.

The group regularly meets on the
second Monday of each month. For
more information, please call Bar-
bara Ringk at (908) 322-9214 or the
church office at (908) 233-0301.

Blood Drive to Be Held
At YMCA on Sept. 25
AREA – New Jersey Blood Ser-

vices representatives will be at the
YMCA of Eastern Union County,
Rahway Branch for a blood drive on
Monday, September 25, from 3 to 8
p.m. The Rahway Branch is located
at 1564 Irving Street in Rahway. To
register or to obtain more informa-
tion, please call (800) 933-2566.
Walk-ins also will be welcome the
day of the event.

First Baptist Church
To Begin ‘KIDMO’

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will begin a new interac-
tive multimedia curriculum for grades
1 through 5 on Sunday, September
10, at 10:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Entitled “KIDMO,” for “Kids in
Motion,” the program features the
fast-paced humor of teacher Johnny
Rogers on video. Children perform
motions as they sing along with ener-
getic worship music; play interactive
games in lighthearted team competi-
tion and memorize Bible verses.

The children also settle into quieter
learning in small groups that help
them apply the Bible to their lives. A
take-home study guide reinforces the
lessons and lets parents know exactly
what their children are learning.

This program will be open to the
public each Sunday from September
10 through October 8 from 10:15 to
11:30 a.m. Parents may observe or
visit the sanctuary for the Sunday
morning blended worship service,
which also begins at 10:15 a.m. New-
comers are welcome to sample the
program without making any com-
mitment to the First Baptist Church.

There is no fee, but registration is
required. For more details, please con-
tact the church office at (908) 233-2278
or firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Scotch Plains Golden Agers
To Kick Off New Season

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will start
another year on Thursday, September
7, with newly elected officers includ-
ing President Jean DeTorre, Vice
President Jeanette Rotella, Treasurer
Mary DeJesso and Secretary Ilse
Heinemeyer.

The club will start the new trip year
with a visit to Ehrhardt’s in Lake
Wallenpaupack, Pa. on Thursday,
September 28. Tickets are $54, which
covers the cost of a luncheon, variety
show, bus ride and a train ride to view
the fall foliage.

As usual, the bus will leave from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building park-
ing lot, located at 430 Park Avenue, at
8:30 a.m. that day. All are welcome.

On Thursday, September 21, Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte will
explain the workings of the surrogate
court and how it affects people’s lives.

The Golden Agers offers senior
citizens an opportunity to meet with
their peers, share ideas, interact and
gather information to enhance daily
living. The club meets weekly on
Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Members are invited to provide sug-
gestions for activities and free luncheons
are provided at least one week during

each month. Special speakers present
information on a variety of topics.

Membership, theater, musical re-
views and activity trips are available
to everyone. For trip details, please
call Jean DeTorre at (908) 889-4121
or Mary DeJesso at (908) 654-4512.
Membership information is available
by calling Marge Van Duyne at (908)
889-4121.

Historical Society Plans
More Hoffman Stories
WESTFIELD – Continuing a pro-

gram from July, members of the
Westfield Historical Society will read
more stories from The Olde Towne
historic books of Westfield historian
Robert V. Hoffman at the  society’s
First Wednesday Luncheon. The lun-
cheon will take place on September
6 at noon at B.G. Fields Restaurant,
located at 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Chronologically listing the period
from the late 1600s through the late
1920s and using excerpts of items
from both local and statewide news-
papers, Mr. Hoffman said he took
what had been used before as inci-
dents in general history and wove
them into historic tales. He said that
so far as he knew, they were all based
on historic fact and all depicted the
simple homely annals of honest,
God-fearing country people. His
three Old Towne books were pub-
lished between 1937 and 1947.

A telephone committee of the so-
ciety will contact regular attendees
of the luncheon to verify their reser-
vations. Space permitting, others also
may attend. Interested persons are
asked to call (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Tuesday, September 5.

Reading is Good For You
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908.233.9697  www.unityogaNJ.com

125 Elmer Street, Westfield

Classes begin Sept 11

Our fifth anniversary!
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Mike Reutlinger
Fast Frame

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street

908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com


