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SIXTY CENTS

Restoration Begins After Town
Leases Reeve House to His. Soc.
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A ceremonial
lease signing, representing a 99-year
lease agreement between the Town of
Westfield and the Westfield Historical Society, was held last Saturday at
the historic Reeve House on Mountain Avenue.
Standing on the front porch of the

131-year-old Victorian dwelling,
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky held the
lease while Historical Society President Nancy Priest motioned as if penning her signature to the contract.
The historical society is now the leaser
of the three-story house and property,
which is on the National Historical
Registry. The actual lease agreement
was signed in April of this year at

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

FATHER AND SON...Bill Schwab of Westfield and his son, Matthew, shoot a
commercial Saturday at the Westfield Train Station. Mr. Schwab commented,
“It’s funny, I’ve art directed photography all over the world. Matthew and I shot
a campaign in Spain, Denmark and the UK earlier this year. For 20 years, this was
the first time I’ve been able to shoot in Westfield. It was great.”

NJTA Plans Improvements
for Clark Traffic Circle
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK — Reconstruction of the
traffic circle in Clark off exit 135 of
the Garden State Parkway will commence in June of 2007 with completion of the $4.1-million New Jersey
Turnpike Authority (NJTA) project
scheduled for December of 2007, turnpike officials told The Westfield
Leader.
The planned improvements include
the widening and realigning of the
northbound and southbound exit
ramps, the construction of two new
connector roads and the addition of
four traffic lights to meter traffic onto
the circle, NJTA officials said.
Currently, motorists at the circle
wait for others to yield, a situation
that causes extensive delays, said Joe
Orlando, spokesperson for the NJTA.
The Clark circle has been a source of
traffic delays and other traffic problems for many years, he said.
Many of the commuters affected
by these traffic delays are residents of
towns surrounding Clark, he added.
Turnpike officials said that more than
60,000 motorists use exit 135 daily.
Detective Sergeant Raymond
Palmer, traffic supervisor for the Clark
Police Department, said he has received numerous complaints from

drivers about traffic on the circle during the past 10 years. Mr. Palmer,
along with town administrators in
Clark and other local police departments, was a part of the consulting
team that contributed input into the
redesign plans, Mr. Orlando said.
Not everyone agrees with the design plans for this project. Former
Westfield mayor Bud Boothe told The
Westfield Leader that although he
agrees with the need for redesigning
the circle, the redesign plans the NJTA
has proposed are “horrible.”
“The metered lights are ridiculous,”
he said. “It will make a bad situation
even worse.”
Mr. Boothe said he has studied
traffic-engineering issues for many
years and said he is knowledgeable
enough to know bad plans. “They
could do different things. A longer
exit is needed, but not the metered
lights being proposed,” he said. He
said a metered system would limit the
number of vehicles entering the circle.
Mr. Orlando told The Leader he
would not comment on Mr. Boothe’s
opinion. He said, “Everybody who is
appropriate has weighed in on this.
We have taken input from engineers
and local officials. They’re happy with
this design.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority

CLARK CIRCLE…New Jersey Turnpike officials announced in June that a $4million improvement project for the Clark traffic circle off exit 135 of the Garden
State Parkway will commence in June 2007.

Pedestrian Dies Following
Accident on North Avenue
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An 82-year-old
Westfield woman died Monday, several hours after being struck by a car
as she attempted to cross East North
Avenue between Central Avenue and
Elmer Street.
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said
Marie Schlieske was crossing the
street at 11:43 a.m. when she was
struck by a Toyota traveling westbound. The captain said the woman
was not walking in a crosswalk.
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel
transported her to University Hospital in Newark. Captain Auchter said
the Westfield Police Department was
notified at 5:05 p.m. that the victim
had died from her injuries.
The driver of the Toyota was iden-

tified as 72-year-old Florence Pecker,
also of Westfield. Captain Auchter
told The Westfield Leader Tuesday
that no charges had been filed against
the driver. He said the incident remained under investigation by the
Westfield Police Department’s Traffic Safety Bureau.
Anthony Romano, a UPS driver
who was traveling eastbound on North
Avenue and saw the accident occur,
said he witnessed no error on the
driver’s part.
“She wasn’t going fast, she was in
the left lane, she was not out of her
lane,” said Mr. Romano. He said the
driver pulled into a nearby parking
lot after the accident occurred.
Mr. Romano called 911 from a
cellular telephone in his truck. With
an operator providing instructions
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Town Hall.
Society members conducted a tour
of the house and grounds, pointing
out some of the Victorian architectural features such as the butler’s pantries, built-in linen cabinets and mahogany banisters. Donated to the town
by lifelong Westfield resident Edgar
Reeve, the house, built in 1875, is
situated on 1.62 acres of land at 314
Mountain Avenue. Edgar Reeve’s father, William Reeve, was the original
owner of the house.
In the past few years, the house had
fallen into a state of neglect and disrepair. Water damage from burst pipes
necessitated the removal of several
areas of the ceiling and floor, while
rainwater continues to leak inside one
room from a compromised roof, historical society members said. Historical society members did not know
how much of the home’s old-world
charm and original features could be
preserved in light of the extensive
water damage.
As a part of the lease agreement,
the historical society will restore the
house and grounds before moving its
archives into the house. The archives
are currently stored in two rooms in a
board of education building.
Ms. Priest told The Leader the house
would be “not only a museum, but a
significant history center for the entire community.” The society plans to
hold educational and innovative history programs in the house once it is
restored. Mayor Skibitsky said, “The
Westfield Historical Society has taken
on an important task, a major task for
the Town of Westfield. I think this
will be a great resource for the town
and for our schools.”
The historical society commissioned a feasibility study by historical architect Margaret Westfield, who
determined the house could be rehabilitated for $1.3 million to $3.3 million, depending on choices of uses,
materials and amenities. The historical society submitted a proposal to
the town, estimating a cost of $1.8
million to restore the house for its
intended purposes. According to the
lease agreement, the historical society has three years in which to raise
those funds. Ms. Priest said it will
sponsor several events for the fall to
kick off its fundraising campaign,
which will solicit grants as well as
private donations.
Restoration decisions regarding
which materials to use and which
era of historical accuracy to apply
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

THINGS ARE LOOKING UP...Members of the Westfield Historical Society and Mayor Andrew Skibitsky conduct a tour of the
Reeve House on Mountain Avenue on Saturday to mark the signing of the 99-year lease to the society for converting the historic
home, willed to the town, into a museum and public artisan center. The society now embarks on the fundraising necessary for
renovation work. See more at www.goleader.com/photos and learn about the society at www.westfieldhistorical society.org.

WF, SP Schools Open Wednesday;
New Leaders Join Administration
By CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Local school children head
back to the classroom Wednesday amid
the usual newly painted classrooms,
new staff and new administrators, including an interim principal at
Westfield High School and a new superintendent of schools for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public schools.
In Westfield, 40 new staff members,
who were hired to replace teachers and
administrators who retired or are on
leave, will greet 6,000 students from
kindergarten to high-school seniors.
Westfield High School Interim Principal Dennis Fyffe and Guidance Director Stephen Maczynski are among the
new hires to the school district.
Newly hired teachers have participated in the district’s New Teacher
Institute, an orientation program.
Mr. Fyffe, a former superintendent
of schools for the Sayreville Public
Schools and interim superintendent
for the Long Beach Island Board of
Education, took over as WHS principal on July 1.
He replaces Robert Petix, who led
WHS for the past 26 years. Anthony
Akey, an assistant principal at Summit High School, had originally accepted but later declined the offer to
be the new principal.
“I am looking forward to a very

successful new school year. I am particularly excited about the new leadership at the guidance office under
Stephen Maczynski, who is off to a
terrific start,” Superintendent of
Schools William Foley said. “Dennis
Fyffe will be an excellent interim
principal while we begin a search for
a permanent replacement at [WHS].”
Mr. Maczynski comes to Westfield
from Georgetown Preparatory School
in North Bethesda, Md., where he
was director of college counseling.
He spent nine years in school counseling, previously taught AP Government and moderated the school’s
Model United Nations Debate Teams.
Elsewhere, the principals of
Westfield’s Wilson and Washington
elementary schools have switched
positions, with Joseph Malanga taking over at Wilson and Andrew Perry
moving to Washington.
Jim DeSarno has taken over as varsity football of the WHS Blue Devils,
replacing Ed Tranchina, who will

continue to serve as the athletic director. Mr. DeSarno is a former assistant
coach at Shabazz and Linden High
Schools and most recently was head
coach at Kinnelon High School.
According to Lorre Korecky, school
community relations coordinator, new
classes have been added at WHS, including new broadcast journalism and
broadcast TV production courses. Additionally, students entering the eighth
grade have the option of new advanced
debate and science quest classes.
New improvements in technology
have also been approved for the upcoming school year. Computers and
software will be installed in all fourthgrade classrooms and Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools will receive three mobile laptop carts. Containing 30 laptops each, the carts will
increase the ratio of computers to
students in the district.
Mrs. Korecky said upgrades of the
technology infrastructure would allow
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Dennis Fyffe Begins Position
As WHS Interim Principal
Mr. Fyffe said that since he started
working in Westfield, his experiences
WESTFIELD – Dennis Fyffe has “affirmed what I expected.” He said
assumed his position as Westfield High he is impressed by WHS’ “involved
School’s (WHS) interim principal, faculty and vibrant school.”
replacing Robert Petix, who retired in
As principal, Mr. Fyffe said his first
June after leading WHS for 26 years. goal is “to support what’s already going
Mr. Fyffe said he agreed to work for on.” He wants to be “an effective manone year in the Westfield school dis- ager.” The school already runs smoothly,
trict, allowing the board of education he said. He said there is nothing about
(BOE) to search for a new, permanent WHS he wishes to change, but would
principal. He was named the interim address a problem if it arose.
position after Anthony Akey, an assisHis biggest challenge as a new printant principal at Summit High School, cipal, said Mr. Fyffe, is becoming acturned down the full-time position after quainted with staff and students and
initially accepting the post.
understanding the local
Mr. Fyffe enters the poculture and history to add
sition with 35 years of eduhis “personal philosophy
cational experience. He reto the climate.” He said
tired in August of 2005 as
that as an administrator, he
Sayreville superintendent.
must be a supporter of staff
He was a high-school adand students.
ministrator for 18 years and
He said he learned from
worked in Summit and
past experience the “need
Moorestown for 10 years,
to balance the task part of
which he said are “similar
the job with the human
to Westfield in community
aspect.”
and student aspiration.”
“Schools are not factoDennis Fyffe
Mr. Fyffe also was an
ries,” he said.
English teacher, taught preschool with
In order to prepare for a large inthe Head Start program and did fed- coming WHS freshman class, Mr.
eral grant work. Since he retired, he Fyffe said the school will provide
has taken interim jobs; he recently standard freshmen orientation and an
worked for six months as a superin- evening to meet parents and will work
tendent for Long Beach Island BOE. with the guidance department.
During an interview in his office
Mr. Fyffe said he would support Mr.
Friday with The Westfield Leader, Mr. Petix’s protection of open lunch for
Fyffe said he will work with three upperclassmen. He said he is open to
assistant principals, but is still inter- discussion about whether seniors
viewing candidates for the positions. should be required to take final exams;
Current assistant principal Robert Eyre however, he said any change would
plans to retire at the end of December. require the support of faculty, the suHe said Westfield’s “wonderful repu- perintendent and the BOE. “There’s
tation,” “excellent community” and no pre-determined outcome,” he said.
“high-achieving student body” attracted
Mr. Fyffe said working in Westfield
him to his new position. He said he is a “very attractive opportunity.”
heard about the “fine reputation” of
“I’m really glad to be here and I’m
Westfield athletics and the Hi’s Eye, looking forward to a great year,” he
WHS’ weekly, student-run newspaper. said.
By SARAH QUELLER

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS...Three luxury automobiles worth over $100,000 are
housed in Westfield after being confiscated by the sheriff’s department then
auctioned and sold for a minimum bid of $300 to Sheriff Officer Christopher Coon
as the only qualifying bidder. Mr. Coon is the stepson of Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. The parties will appear in court on September 8.

Car Sale to Sheriff’s Stepson
Halted Pending Court Hearing
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – A state superior
court judge has temporarily halted the
sale by auction of three model year
2004 luxury automobiles, valued at
more than $100,000, for $300 to the
stepson of long-time Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich pending a court
hearing on Friday, September 8.
State Superior Court Judge John
Malone ordered the auction to satisfy
a $142,628 judgment he made on
February 17 against Hillside Auto
Center for violating the state’s “lemon
law” as per the New Jersey Consumer
Fraud Act. Hillside has appealed that
decision and had sought to stop the
sale of the auctioned cars to Christopher Coon, the sheriff’s stepson and
himself a Union County sheriff’s officer, pending a decision on its appeal. According to an August 24 story
in The Star-Ledger, the dealership
faces seizure of its remaining assets
to satisfy the judgment minus $300.
Hillside filed the “show cause” order for a temporary restraining order
or injunction on August 21, claiming
the August 15 county sheriff’s auction, held at Sevell’s Auto Body in
Westfield, “was clearly a sham.” Hill-

side has said allowing the sale to move
forward would cause the dealership
“immediate and irreparable damage.”
Henry Furst, a West Orange attorney representing Mr. Coon and his
mother, Marlene Froehlich, said in a
legal brief, “The fact that the bid [by
Hillside] was below the value of the
cars is irrelevant, especially since
Hillside fails to present any evidence
of the value of the cars.”
Judge Malone, who The Star-Ledger reported was chosen after two
other judges declined due to the
sheriff’s connection to the case, ruled
in a bench verdict issued December
12, 2005 that Hillside Auto had not
disclosed a defect in a radio for a
2003 Mercedes-Benz E500 purchased
by Mr. Coon from Hillside for $49,500
in July of 2004. Mr. Coon and his
mother, who reportedly had co-signed
for the Mercedes, had filed suit on
September 8, 2004.
Hillside Auto, represented by
Nutley attorney Patrick Toscano, has
asked Judge Malone to “rule on the
propriety of the auction.” As first reported in The Star-Ledger on August
24 and confirmed in the complaint by
Hillside Auto Center, a copy of which
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Dunlap Trial for Stabbing
Lib. Director Set for Oct. 16
By NORDETTE ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

CAMPAIGN TIME...GOP officials and candidates meet the public in Scotch Plains
last Saturday at the Farmer’s Market. Pictured, left to right, are: Mountainside
Councilman Glenn Mortimer, seeking office as Union County Freeholder; Scotch
Plains Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, seeking reelection, and Representative Mike
Ferguson of the 7th Congressional District, also seeking reelection.

Back to School
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

teachers to have easier access to Internet
resources, high-speed digital media and
the ability to share resources over a district-wide network.
The district will continue its “Leaders
Project,” a program developed to help
motivate targeted students in grades six
through eight by offering additional help
after school as well as planned activities
at the Westfield YMCA. With the help of
local organizations such as the Westfield
United Way and the contribution of 16
laptops from Pfizer Pharmaceuticals, the
program will continue this year due to
positive feedback from the students and
teachers involved.
This year, the board of education (BOE)
plans to continue the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Enrollment that it established last year to develop recommendations on enrollment issues. Working with
Mr. Foley and the long-range planning
committee, the BOE plans to propose a
solution concerning the overcrowding at
the elementary schools to the voters of
Westfield. Ideas include renovating an
older school building to accommodate
kindergarten and pre-K disabled students.
In the Scotch Plains-Fanwood district,
Margaret Hayes has assumed the duties of
superintendent, replacing Carol Choye,
who retired after leading the district for the
past 13 years.
Additional hires include 52 “highly
qualified teachers and administrators” who
will greet 5,300 students, according to
Barbara Roskin of the SP-F BOE’s human
resources department.
“There are major changes in the central
office, as each new superintendent brings
[her] own style,” said Kathy Meyer, spokeswoman for the district.
Taking over in April, Thomas Thorp,
the assistant principal at Park Middle

School, will begin his first full year as an
administrator.
Construction projects throughout the
district have focused on increasing the
availability of parking.
“The main push was for increasing
parking at Brunner and Evergreen Elementary Schools and at the high school,”
Ms. Meyer said. “There was a parking
study done last year, and, as a result,
additional parking spaces were added.”
The department of special services and
nursing wing at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, as well as Evergreen School,
has undergone asbestos removal.
No new improvements have been made
to the athletic facilities yet, but discussion
continues on the replacement of the high
school’s football field with artificial turf,
Ms. Meyer said. Freshman boys and girls
soccer teams have been established, as
well as a varsity ice hockey team.
Curriculum changes throughout the
district include the addition of a philosophy course and revision of the sociology
course at the high school, changes to the
language arts literacy curriculum for
grades six to 12 and extensive revisions to
the social studies curriculum.
Social studies programs for grades
four and five have been revised, and the
middle-school geography curriculum has
received new textbooks. The eighthgrade world history and cultures curriculum has been revised and has received a new textbook.
New textbooks for the high school’s
AP science program will offer web support features, and new materials for the
anatomy and physiology course have
been purchased. Technology improvements for the school district include
$60,000 for new laptops and upgrades of
older laptops.

MS, GW School Districts
Prepare for Opening
BY CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
School District Chief Administrator Richard O’Malley has outlined multiple improvements and changes for the 2006-2007
school year, set to begin September 7.
With 11 new staff members, a new
assistant principal and curriculum coordinator (Thomas Conroy) and supervisor
of technology (Michelle Savvides), the
school district hopes to better serve its
704 students.
A new science curriculum for kindergarten through fourth-grade students, a new
spelling program for first and second graders at Beechwood Elementary School and
new honors English and science classes for
eighth-grade students will be among the
changes for the upcoming year. Mr.
O’Malley said three classrooms have been
equipped with multi-media hardware including projectors, smart boards, DVD players and laptop computers.
“The smart boards look like white
boards in that they can be written on, like
the screen of a laptop,” he said.
New wireless laptop carts will add 40
new computers at the Deerfield Elementary School and 48 new computers in
middle-school classrooms.

“We bought laptops for the child study
department so they can generate reports
in a more efficient manner,” Mr. O’Malley
said.
New lights were installed on the
Deerfield athletic fields.
The Mountainside School District
website has been newly redesigned; more
information can be found at
mountainsideschools.net.
The Garwood Board of Education, serving more than 400 students, has faced few
changes this summer, as the major renovations of Lincoln/Franklin (grades one
through eight) and Washington Schools
(pre-kindergarten and kindergarten) were
completed during the 2005-2006 school
year.
“The construction was quite an expansive change over the school year,” said
William Murphy, superintendent of
schools. Mr. Murphy also noted the adoption of the Everyday Math program for
students in fourth grade and the new Full
Option Science System (FOSS) for fourth
and fifth grades.
New hires for the coming school year
included Fran Florio, second-grade teacher;
Anita Livesey, registered nurse; Jean Deluca,
teacher aide, and fifth-grade teacher Linda
Edmundo.

Clark Circle
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bruce Connor, senior highway engineer with the NJTA and project manager
for the traffic circle project, told The
Leader that both the NJTA and the Rutgers
Intelligence Transportation Systems
Laboratory conducted analyses for the
project. He said turnpike officials selected the current plan out of five conceptual plans because it addresses the “(traffic) capacity of the intersection” and offers cost-effective improvements to solve
existing traffic backups at the intersection.
He described the metered signals as a
“modern battery backup system” that
continues to operate up to 12 hours following a power failure and can be connected to a generator. Mr. Connor said
metered signals are like a “platoon type of
system.” He said, for example, a motorist
approaching the circle from Westfield
who receives a green signal should be
able to swing around the circle and access
the Garden State Parkway northbound
lanes without stopping. He said multiple
vehicles would be able to access the circle
simultaneously.
Mr. Connor, who was previously employed by the County of Union as its
engineer, said, “By doing this we should
be able to effectively deal with (the) intersection for the next 20 years.”

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
told The Leader, “At some point, we
should accept what the experts say. I
would hope they’ve done their homework. We’ve had a lot of complaints
about the circle and something needs to
be done.”
Mr. Palmer said metered traffic signals
could cause a worsening of traffic delays
if not done correctly. However, he said,
the traffic consultants are cognizant of
this and have designed the timing of the
signals so that the traffic delays will be
improved, not worsened, at the circle.
“I understand their concerns that traffic lights might cause delays,” Mr. Palmer
said. “But when coordinated properly,
they improve traffic flow.”
Mr. Palmer said officials looked at several designs and chose this one as the best.
Officials said the new plan will be studied
for efficiency and tweaked if necessary.
“We don’t do these projects in a
vacuum,” Mr. Orlando said.
Mr. Connor said exit 135 would be
open during construction.
“I’m not going to say that there won’t
be some inconvenience (for motorists),”
Mr. Connor said.
The NJTA will fund the entire cost of the
project. It approved the $400,000 contract
for the initial design of the project in June.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader

SHARING IS CARING…Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs
Susan Levin, second from right, presents a COUNT grant of $104,500 to Freeholders
Bette Jane Kowalski and Chester Holmes, right, and State Senator Raymond
Lesniak. The county will use the grant to fund a shared services coordinator.

FANWOOD – Barring a plea agreement, the trial date for Rosemary Dunlap,
55, of Westfield, has been scheduled for
Monday, October 16 before State Superior Court Judge William Wertheimer in
Elizabeth. Dunlap has been charged with
the attempted murder of her ex-husband
Dan Weiss, 55, the Fanwood Memorial
Library director.
Last year Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow assigned Assistant
Prosecutor Maureen O’Brien to represent
the prosecutor’s office in the case. This
week Executive Assistant Prosecutor Robert O’Leary said Dunlap is out on bail,
which was set last year at $150,000. She
has been charged with attempted murder
and unlawful possession of a weapon, a
knife, Mr. O’Leary said. She faces up to 30
years in jail if convicted – 10 to 20 years for
the attempted murder charge and an additional 10 years for possession of a weapon
with unlawful purpose, Mr. O’Leary said.
Her attorney, Richard Lehrich, was on
vacation this week and unavailable for
comment.
According to previous coverage of the
case by The Westfield Leader, Fanwood
police said Dunlap allegedly stabbed Mr.
Weiss on August 1, 2005, as he left work,
wounding him in the neck. The incident
occurred five days before the library director was to be married. He’d planned to

marry Mary Olive “Mo” Smith, a singer
with his band, Reckon So, on August 6.
Instead the two married two weeks later.
“We’ve been married now for about a
year,” said Mr. Weiss, who has recovered
from his neck wound and spoke to The
Leader this week from his office at the
library. “We were married August 19, last
year, in a civil ceremony,” he said, and the
band, which plays acoustic and bluegrass
music, is working again. “We play around
quite a bit, mostly in New York City.”
He said his 20-year-old son, who used
to live with Dunlap, is “doing very well.”
Following the stabbing the Fanwood
rescue squad rushed Mr. Weiss to the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey in Newark, the state’s trauma
center. There he underwent a tracheotomy.
His voice has recovered completely, but
he said, “Losing (his singing voice) was
never really a concern.”
Declining to speak in depth about the
upcoming trial, Mr. Weiss said he would
not comment yet on how the stabbing has
changed his life, but he did say he hopes a
trial can be avoided. “That would be the
best resolution. We’ll just see what happens as we get close to that (the trial date).”
According to Mr. Weiss, Dunlap has
been out on bail since approximately six
weeks after her arrest.
“I really rather not say too much, but I
do want to thank everyone again who’s
been so supportive,” he said.

Judge Halts Car Sale
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

was obtained by The Westfield Leader,
Mr. Coon was awarded a BMW E530i, a
Porsche 911 and a Volvo XC90 for the
default cost of $300 after a second bidder
declined to purchase the vehicles at the
auction. According to The Star-Ledger
story, Judge Malone awarded Mr. Coon
the 2003 Mercedes-Benz E500 that he
had originally purchased.
The dealership’s complaint alleges that
Hillside’s president, Raj Srivastava, was
the highest bidder at $110,600 but that
“for unknown reasons” Chief Lester
Sargent of the Union County Sheriff’s
Office, who presided over the auction,
“refused to wait for the delivery of
Srivastava’s payment” from Mr.
Srivastava’s “colleague,” who was waiting at a nearby bank to get a certified
check for the exact amount of the sale.
After Mr. Srivastava’s bid was rejected,
Mr. Sargent offered the vehicles to the
second bidder, who opted not to purchase
them, according to court records.
Mr. Toscano claimed in Hillside’s
complaint that the second bidder, representing Certified Motors, “appeared to
function as a ‘stalking horse’ that made
bids with the intention of driving up the
price.”
In response, Mr. Furst said the second
bidder “was not a stalking horse for me or,
to my knowledge, anyone else. [The second bidder] bid according to his interest
as far as I know.”
Mr. Furst offered a bid of $100 per car
on behalf of his clients and, “shockingly,”
the offer was “accepted” by Chief Sargent,
Hillside’s complaint states.
In his response to Hillside’s show cause
motion, Mr. Furst said he was the first
bidder, making a bid for his clients.
“There was spirited bidding on all three
cars between the only two bidders (the
unnamed bidder and Mr. Srivastava),”
Mr. Furst’s brief stated.
“Raj Srivastava has now admitted that
he did not have the funds available immediately at the conclusion of the auction
and had to obtain them from someone off
site. This violated the terms of the auction,” Mr. Furst stated, explaining that
“cash, a certified check or approved money
order” were requirements of the auction
and that the bidders were “not permitted
to leave the bid site to obtain funds.”
“Froehlich and Coon were under no
obligation to wait for funds to arrive,” Mr.
Furst said. He further stated he was “concerned that the bids (by Hillside), including the posting of the bond ($150,000) or
the delivery of the titles had proven to be
false.” Mr. Furst claimed “numerous requests by e-mail and letter” to Hillside
representatives on May 5, 11 and 18 were
made “to have Hillside comply with the
written agreement” Hillside had signed
on May 2 when sheriff’s officers executed a levy, arranged by Mr. Furst, on
Hillside’s property.
“I neither sought nor received any special treatment (in garnering a levy on
Hillside’s property),” Mr. Furst said in

his statement.
Because Hillside had failed to post a
bond per the February 17 judgment, the
county sheriff’s office was given permission by the court “to seize Hillside’s assets in satisfaction of the judgment,” according to Hillside’s complaint. Sheriff’s
officers and Hillside police arrived May 1
at the dealership, at which point Mr. Furst
“ordered” Chief Sargent to “seize all of
Hillside’s property, including office furniture, computer files and approximately
50 luxury vehicles,” according to Mr.
Toscano’s brief.
Mr. Furst said the seizure of Hillside’s
property was ordered per a levy he “arranged for” through the sheriff’s office on
the dealership’s property after Hillside
failed to post the bond.
During the seizure, “Hillside closed
the security gate at the entrance of the
property to prevent any cars from being
removed,” Mr. Furst said. He said Chief
Sargent contacted Hillside police “to assist in quelling Hillside’s illegal activity.”
Mr. Toscano’s brief states that an attorney for Hillside Auto later arrived on the
scene and argued that the seizure “would
be in extreme excess of the judgment.”
Mr. Toscano said Hillside agreed (as part
of a written agreement with the sheriff’s
office) to turn over the BMW, Volvo and
Porsche for the sheriff’s auction on May
2 “under duress.”
Mr. Furst said in his brief that the
agreement, signed by Hillside representatives, includes language stating that
Hillside “knowingly and voluntarily and
with the advice of counsel” entered into
the agreement.
“(Hillside) had at least two opportunities to challenge this agreement in court.
Yet they allowed the court to enter orders enforcing its terms without objecting. As a result, Hillside waived any
claim that the agreement was the product
of unlawful duress,” Mr. Furst stated in
his brief.
Mr. Furst said, “The fact the judgment
is on appeal does not impact the propriety
of the auction.” As per the trial when
Judge Malone rendered his decision, Mr.
Furst said, “Hillside did not seek a change
of venue” and “did not object to proceeding to trial before Judge Malone.”
The County of Union has said the
sheriff’s sale was legal.
“The county counsel’s office has reviewed all materials and tapes in conjunction with the auction and has determined
the execution of the sale was thorough
and conducted in accordance with the
law,” said Union County Director of Public Information Sebastian D’Elia in a prepared statement. “The Sheriff’s Department executed the order of the court, as it
was charged, in the highest and professional manner.”
A call by The Leader to Judge Malone’s
chambers for comment was transferred to
the court’s Civil Division in Elizabeth but
was not returned by press time.

Reeve House
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are currently underway by a rehabilitation committee, society members said.
There are varying ages of different areas of the house because some of the
rooms were added on years after the
house was built. Some of the restoration needs include updating the plumbing and electrical wiring, installing an
elevator to make all three floors handicap-accessible and replacing some of
the exterior architectural features that
have decayed.
The foundation is structurally intact, Ms. Priest said. Society members
discussed the possibility of documenting the entire rehabilitation process
and publishing their progress on the
Web.

Fire Causes ‘Moderate’
Damage to WF Duplex
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A fire at a South
Avenue duplex on August 23 caused
“moderate” damage and has displaced
two adults living in the residence,
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly told The
Westfield Leader.
The chief said a portable gas grill located on an exterior backyard patio caused
the fire, deemed “accidental in nature.”
Flames spread through a first-floor window and the dining room.
“The fire extended to the exterior siding of the two-story occupancy,” Chief
Kelly said.
The chief said the fire caused structural
damage to the rear of the duplex and
smoke and water damage to the interior of
the home. He said there were no injuries
to firefighters or the occupants of the
duplex.
The displaced residents are staying with
friends in Cranford.

Over the summer, the Jaycees and society members conducted a cleanup of the
grounds and exterior of the house, pulling
off vines and inspecting the exterior for
needed repairs. The house was also given
a coat of paint to protect the exterior from
further damage.
Society members pointed out that there
were some rare and valuable trees on the
property. One of the state’s largest Yew
trees occupies an area on one side of the
front lawn near the house.
Ms. Priest told The Leader that the
historical society is also looking for assistance from the community to help
with the massive rehabilitation project.
It is requesting that anyone with contracting skills, such as electricians,
plumbers, carpenters and other specialized skills to help them with renovations. Services donated from the community would help them to stay within
budget and defray costs, Ms. Priest said.
The society will sponsor a production
of The Cemetery Club, a comedy, presented by the Community Players at their
playhouse on North Avenue on Friday,
October 13, to benefit the Reeve House.
Westfield High School will host a program for the community to present the
most recent plans for the Reeve House on
Thursday, September 21, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Community Room of the municipal
building on East Broad Street.
The historical society is an organization open to anyone interested in preserving history and promoting education, Ms.
Priest said.
“We are not a closed club, but rather an
organization for the entire community, to
share our history,” she said.
Contributions can be made to: The
Westfield Historical Society, Reeve
House Project, P.O. Box 613, Westfield,
N.J. 07091. The society can be contacted
at westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

STEPPING UP ENFORCMENT…Scotch Plains police are participating in the
state’s crackdown on drunk drivers. Pictured above is Patrolman David Lavery.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, August 19, a resident of the
200 block of Golf Edge reported that his
home was burglarized. It was undetermined what had been taken. The front door
lock on the home was visibly damaged.
Sunday, August 20, Iesha Loyal, 28,
and Angela Garrett, 42, both of Newark,
were arrested and charged with theft in
the 100 block of Central Avenue. The pair
allegedly shoplifted more than $300 worth
of perfume from a Central Avenue business. Loyal and Garrett were held on
$5,000 and $7,500 bail, respectively.
Loyal was released on her own recognizance on criminal warrants from Elizabeth,
for $110, and Newark, for $850. Garrett
was released on her own recognizance on a
West Orange criminal warrant for $200.
Monday, August 21, a bicycle valued at
$400 was reported stolen from a residence
in the 400 block of East Dudley Avenue.
Monday, August 21, a Mountain Avenue resident reported the theft of his bicycle from the north side Westfield train
station. The bicycle is valued at $600.
Monday, August 21, two bicycles
owned by residents of Clifton Street were
reported stolen from the south side
Westfield train station. Each bicycle was
valued at $200.
Tuesday, August 22, Raymond Warrell,
19, of Westfield was arrested in the 300
block of East Dudley Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI). He
was released to a responsible individual.
Tuesday, August 22, a Westfield resident reported an apparent unlawful use of
her credit card during a period of approximately one month. A total of $1,214 in
unauthorized charges was placed on the
account.
Tuesday, August 22, a Central Avenue
resident reported that his house was burglarized during the day on August 22. One
or more individuals apparently removed a
screw and entered the residence through
an unlocked window. A television valued
at $300 was the only item reported taken at
the time, although several items of jewelry
also may have been removed.
Tuesday, August 22, Christopher
Gallego, 18, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with providing alcohol to underage
persons and maintaining disorderly premises. Police had responded to a report of a
loud party at his Woodbrook Circle residence. He was released with a summons.
Wednesday, August 23, a resident of the
700 block of East Broad Street reported a
burglary at her residence. Entry was gained
through a basement window. Several rooms
had been ransacked, although it was unknown if anything was missing.
Wednesday, August 23, a Tuttle Parkway resident reported the theft of numerous pieces of jewelry from a private storage area. The items were discovered missing when the victim returned from vacation. There were no signs of forced entry.
Wednesday, August 23, Linda P. Wyatt,
55, of Plainfield was taken into custody at
a North Avenue store and charged with
shoplifting $160 worth of jewelry and
clothing. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where she was processed and later released with a summons.
Wednesday, August 23, a resident of the
900 block of West North Avenue reported
that his home was burglarized. One or more
individuals gained access to the premises
by breaking and then entering through a
first floor window. Jewelry valued at $500
was removed from the residence.
Wednesday, August 23, a resident of the
1100 block of Boulevard reported that his
bicycle was stolen from the south side
Westfield train station sometime between
7 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. that day. The bicycle
was described as white with blue lettering.
Thursday, August 24, Thomas
McDonough, 23, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop at Central and Ayliffe Avenues. He was released to a responsible
individual.
Thursday, August 24, James Gockel, 18,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield police headquarters on an outstanding warrant
for a traffic violation out of Mays Landing.
He was released after posting $300 bail.
Thursday, August 24, a Piscataway resident reported that his motor vehicle was
the target of criminal mischief while it was
parked in the area of Kimball and Lawrence
Avenues. The windshield on the vehicle
was cracked in two separate places.
Thursday, August 24, Corey Miller,
19, of Parsippany and two juveniles were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Quimby Street. All
three were charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. Miller was released with a summons
pending a September 6 court date. The
juveniles – a 17-year-old Cranford female and a 17-year-old Westfield male –
were released to their parents.
Friday, August 25, Terell Shaw, 18, of
Westfield and two male juveniles, also
from Westfield, were arrested and charged
with underage possession of alcohol fol-

Fatality
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over the telephone, he said he and another man who had stopped at the scene
attempted to assist the unconscious victim at the side of the road.
A nurse who was in the vicinity of the
accident then took over until the rescue
squad arrived, according to Mr. Romano.
The victim reportedly was crossing
over North Avenue from the Coldwell
Banker office to Drug Fair when she was
struck, according to an additional source.
The incident was the first pedestrian
fatality in Westfield since December of
2003, when a 58-year-old Mountainside
woman was killed after being struck by
a motor vehicle, also on North Avenue.

lowing an investigation in the 500 block
of Dorian Road. Shaw was released with
a summons pending a September 6 court
date. The juveniles – a 17-year-old and a
16-year-old – were released to a parent.
Saturday, August 26, Pierce Gaynor,
19, Nicholas DeRosa, 19, and Jeffrey
Meierdierck, 18, all of Westfield, along
with three Westfield juveniles, were arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana following an investigation in the 400 block of
Birch Avenue.
All three adults were released with summonses pending a September 6 court date.
The three juveniles – a 17-year-old female,
a 16-year-old female and a 17-year-old
male – were released to their parents.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 22, a contractor reported that several pieces of equipment
were stolen from his truck. The truck was
parked at a job site on Plainfield Avenue.
The items were valued at $525.
Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported being the victim of theft. He said one or more unknown
individuals removed his bicycle, valued
at approximately $350, which was left in
front of a friend’s house on Elm Court.
Thursday, August 24, a resident of
Westfield Road reported being the victim
of criminal mischief. He said one or more
unknown individuals damaged his motor
vehicle by scratching words on the trunk.
Thursday, August 24, a resident of
School Place reported being the victim of
theft. He stated that one or more unknown
individuals entered his garage and removed
his motorized scooter. Entry to the garage
was gained by pushing in a window.
Friday, August 25, the manager of a
Route 22 fast food chain reported that a
jug of money for a fundraiser was removed from the counter. It is unknown
how much money was in the jug.
Fanwood
Wednesday, August 23, Thomas J.
Ferro, 19, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a field investigation and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) and drug paraphernalia.
Thursday, August 24, Edwin H. Christian, 39, of New Brunswick was arrested
after a foot chase that ensued when he
allegedly fled from a field investigation.
He was charged with obstruction of justice, possession of burglary tools, possession of stolen property and providing
police with false information.
Friday, August 25, Carol A. Ganczewski,
41, of Scotch Plains was arrested after a
field investigation on outstanding warrants issued by Scotch Plains and Springfield. Ganczewski also was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Sunday, August 27, George Mosley, 51,
of Linden was arrested and charged with
numerous outstanding warrants out of
Plainfield, Paramus and Irvington following a motor vehicle stop on Martine Ave.
Sunday, August 27, Lisa D. Minder, 33,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged with
an outstanding warrant out of North
Plainfield following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. She also was charged with
providing police with false information.
Jamie J. Johnson, 29, of Bangor, Pa., a
passenger in the vehicle, was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant. She
also was charged with providing false
information to police.
Mountainside
Tuesday, August 15, James V.
Raymond, 3rd, 50, of Berkeley Heights
was stopped on Route 22 for failure to
maintain a lane and later was arrested for
allegedly having an open container of
alcohol in a motor vehicle and driving
with a suspended license.
Tuesday, August 15, a resident of
Pembrook Road reported being the victim of theft. He stated that one or more
unidentified individuals stole newly
planted shrubs from his front garden. The
value of the shrubs was $1,000.
Tuesday, August 15, Gordon R. Barber, 65, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with simple assault. He also was
charged with unlawful possession of a
weapon and possession of a weapon for
an unlawful purpose.
Thursday, August 17, Enllibe L. GarciaMarte, 20, of Newark was arrested at the
Newark Police Department on an outstanding warrant.
Tuesday, August 22, David Schmidt,
37, was arrested at the Hudson County
jail on an outstanding warrant.
Tuesday, August 22, a resident of Rising Way reported being the victim of fraud.
The victim stated that one or more unidentified individuals successfully opened an
E-Trade account in her name. The individuals then attempted to withdraw approximately $100,000 from her bank account. The incident is under investigation.
Tuesday, August 22, Eric Mayfield, 45,
of Orange was arrested for allegedly driving with a suspended license following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for failure
to observe a red traffic signal. He also was
charged with an outstanding West Orange
warrant in the amount of $500.
Wednesday, August 23, Raymond F.
Heiss, 39, of Mountainside was stopped
for speeding on Deer Path and charged
with driving with a suspended license. He
also was arrested on an active warrant out
of Summit in the amount of $145.
Thursday, August 24, John H. Scott, 48,
of Bloomfield was arrested at the Berkeley
Heights Police Department on an outstanding warrant in the amount of $415.
Friday, August 25, Maria J. Gutierrez,
30, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop for failure to maintain a lane
on Route 22.
Monday, August 28, Charles E. Pollard, 43, of Plainfield was arrested at
Cranford police headquarters on an outstanding warrant in the amount of $1,035.
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NCLB Report Places District’s
Middle Schools on Early Warning
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Terrill and
Park Middle Schools have been
placed on early warning, according
to the New Jersey 2005-2006 No
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) preliminary report.
The report, released by the state’s
department of education on August 22,
shows that Terrill Middle School missed
the mathematics proficiency target,
while Park Middle School has been
placed in the “safe harbor” category.
“Safe harbor is attained if the proportion of students in the subgroup or the

total population scoring partially proficient is reduced by 10 percent over the
previous year,” according to the report.
Incoming superintendent of schools
Margaret Hayes said Park Middle
School met 40 out of 40 indicators
this year and if there were success
next year, the school would be removed from the early warning list.
Terrill passed 39 out of 40 indicators. The school failed on the category of mathematics under the students with disabilities sub-group.
“We were aware (of the results for
Terrill) and last year we created Reaching Achieving and Succeeding Program (RAS). This year we will be ex-

NJTA Plans Improvements
For Clark Traffic Circle
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — Reconstruction of the
traffic circle in Clark off exit 135 of
the Garden State Parkway will commence in June of 2007 with completion of the $4.1-million New Jersey
Turnpike Authority (NJTA) project
scheduled for December of 2007, turnpike offiicials told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times.
The planned improvements include
the widening and realigning of the
northbound and southbound exit
ramps, the construction of two new
connector roads and the addition of
four traffic lights to meter traffic onto
the circle, NJTA officials said.
Currently, motorists at the circle
wait for others to yield, a situation
that causes extensive delays, said Joe
Orlando, spokesperson for the NJTA.
The Clark circle has been a source of
traffic delays and other traffic problems for many years, he said.
Many of the commuters affected
by these traffic delays are residents of
Westfield and other towns surrounding Clark, he added. Turnpike officials said that more than 60,000 motorists use exit 135 daily.
Detective Sergeant Raymond
Palmer, traffic supervisor for the Clark
Police Department, said he has received numerous complaints from
drivers about traffic on the circle during the past 10 years. Mr. Palmer,
along with town administrators in
Clark and other local police departments, was a part of the consulting
team that contributed input into the
redesign plans, Mr. Orlando said.
Not everyone agrees with the design
plans for this project. Former Westfield
mayor Bud Boothe told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that although
he agrees with the need for redesigning
the circle, the redesign plans the NJTA
has proposed are “horrible.”
“The metered lights are ridiculous,”
he said. “It will make a bad situation
even worse.” he said he has studied
traffic-engineering issues for many
years and said he is knowledgeable
enough to know bad plans. “They could
do different things. A longer exit is
needed, but not [the lights proposed].”
He said the system would limit the
number of vehicles entering the circle.
Mr. Orlando told The Times he
would not comment on Mr. Boothe’s
opinion. He said, “Everybody who is
appropriate has weighed in on this.
We have taken input from engineers
and local officials. They’re happy with
this design.”
Bruce Connor, senior highway engineer with NJTA and project manager for the traffic circle project, told
The Times that both the NJTA and the
Rutgers Intelligence Transportation
Systems Laboratory conducted analyses for the project and drafted five
conceptual plans. He said turnpike

officials selected the current plan because it addresses the “(traffic) capacity of the intersection” and offers costeffective improvements to solve existing traffic backups at the intersection.
He described the metered signals
as a “modern battery backup system”
that continues to operate up to 12
hours following a power failure and
can be connected to a generator. Mr.
Connor said metered signals are like
a “platoon type of system.” He said,
for example, a motorist approaching
the circle from Westfield who receives a green signal should be able to
swing around the circle and access
the Garden State Parkway northbound
lanes without stopping. He said multiple vehicles would be able to access
the circle simultaneously.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

READY TO TOOT…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Marching Band
prepares for this fall’s show, “Mystic Journey,” including music from Harry Potter
and Lord of the Rings. The band will perform during halftime at football games and
at band competitions. SPFHS will host a band competition on Sunday, October 1.

Dunlap Trial for Stabbing
Lib. Director Set for Oct. 16
By NORDETTE ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Barring a plea agreement, the trial date for Rosemary
Dunlap, 55, of Westfield has been
scheduled for Monday, October 16
before State Superior Court Judge
William Wertheimer in Elizabeth.
Dunlap has been charged with the
attempted murder of her ex-husband,
Dan Weiss, 55, the Fanwood Memorial Library director.
Last year, Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow assigned Assistant Prosecutor Maureen O’Brien
to represent the prosecutor’s office in
the case. This week, Executive Assistant Prosecutor Robert O’Leary said
Dunlap is out on bail, which was set
last year at $150,000. She has been
charged with attempted murder and
unlawful possession of a weapon (a
knife), Mr. O’Leary said. She faces
up to 30 years in jail if convicted – 10
to 20 years for the attempted murder

Courtesy of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority

CLARK CIRCLE…NJ Turnpike officials announced in June a $4-million improvement project for the Clark traffic circle off exit 135 of the Garden State Parkway. The
project includes widening the exit ramps and installing hi-tech traffic signals.
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panding the program,” Ms. Hayes told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Ms. Hayes also said the math supervisor is “working very closely to
analyze the results and performance
of students who did not do well.”
A press release issued by Acting
Commissioner of Education Lucille
Davey’s office said, “If a school misses
AYP (adequate yearly progress) in
any one of the 40 indicators for any
grade span after having achieved AYP
in prior years, it is placed on DOE’s
‘Early Warning’ list.”
“‘Early Warning’ schools face no
NCLB sanctions. This is a category
developed by New Jersey as a way to
remind school officials that if they do
not make AYP in the following year,
they will be placed on the NCLB
SINI (Schools in Need of Improvement) list,” the press release states.
“AYP calculations are based on
schools’ scores in the HSPA (High
School Proficiency Assessment), the
GEPA (Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment) and the NJASK3, NJASK4,
NJASK5, NJASK6 and NJASK7 (New
Jersey Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge, Grades Three through
Seven.). The tests are administered in
the spring,” the press release states.
This year 439 schools in New Jersey
have been put on the early warning
list. Some area schools on the early
warning list include Columbia Middle
School in Berkeley Heights, Watchung
Hills Regional High School, Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark, L.C.
Johnson Middle School in Summit
and Milburn Middle School.
A detailed analysis of the district
results is available at state.nj.us/njded/
news/2006/0822ayp.htm.
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charge and an additional 10 years for
possession of a weapon with unlawful purpose, Mr. O’Leary said.
Her attorney, Richard Lehrich, was
on vacation this week and unavailable for comment.
According to previous coverage of
the case by The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, Fanwood police said
Dunlap allegedly stabbed Mr. Weiss
on August 1, 2005, as he left work,
wounding him in the neck. The inciCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CAMPAIGN TIME...GOP officials and candidates meet the public in Scotch Plains last Saturday at the Farmer’s Market. (Left
to right) Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer seeks office as Union County Freeholder, Scotch Plains Councilwoman
Carolyn Sorge seeks reelection and Representative Mike Ferguson of the 7th Congressional District seeks reelection.

SP, WF Schools Open Wednesday;
New Leaders Join Administration
By CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Local school children head
back to the classroom Wednesday amid
the usual newly painted classrooms,
new staff and new administrators including a new superintendent of
schools for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public schools and an interim principal at Westfield High School.
In the Scotch Plains-Fanwood district, Margaret Hayes has assumed the
duties of superintendent, replacing
Carol Choye, who retired after leading
the district for the past 13 years.
Additional hires include 52 “highly
qualified teachers and administrators”
who will greet 5,300 students, according to Barbara Roskin of the SP-F
BOE’s human resources department.
“There are major changes in the
central office, as each new superintendent brings [her] own style,” said
district spokeswoman Kathy Meyer.
Taking over in April, Thomas
Thorp, the assistant principal at Park
Middle School, will begin his first
full year as an administrator.
Construction projects throughout
the district have focused on increasing the availability of parking.
“The main push was for increasing
parking at Brunner and Evergreen
Elementary Schools and at the high
school,” Ms. Meyer said. “There was
a parking study done last year, and, as
a result, additional parking spaces
were added.”
Evergreen School and the department of special services and nursing
wing at the high school have undergone asbestos removal.
No new improvements have been
made to the athletic facilities yet, but
discussion continues on the replacement of the high school’s football
field with artificial turf, Ms. Meyer
said. Freshman boys and girls soccer
teams have been established, as well
as a varsity ice hockey team.
Curriculum changes throughout the
district include the addition of a philosophy course and revision of the
sociology course at the high school,
changes to the language arts literacy
curriculum for grades six to 12 and
extensive revisions to the social stud-

Car Sale to Sheriff’s Stepson
Halted Pending Court Hearing
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – A state superior
court judge has temporarily halted the
sale by auction of three model year
2004 luxury automobiles, valued at
more than $100,000, for $300 to the
stepson of long-time Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich pending a court
hearing on Friday, September 8.
State Superior Court Judge John
Malone ordered the auction to satisfy
a $142,628 judgment he made on
February 17 against Hillside Auto
Center for violating the state’s “lemon
law” as per the New Jersey Consumer
Fraud Act. Hillside has appealed that
decision and had sought to stop the
sale of the auctioned cars to Christopher Coon, the sheriff’s stepson and
himself a Union County sheriff’s officer, pending a decision on its appeal. According to an August 24 story
in The Star-Ledger, the dealership
faces seizure of its remaining assets
to satisfy the judgment minus $300.
Hillside filed the “show cause” order for a temporary restraining order
or injunction on August 21, claiming
the August 15 county sheriff’s auc-

tion, held at Sevell’s Auto Body in
Westfield, “was clearly a sham.” Hillside has said allowing the sale to move
forward would cause the dealership
“immediate and irreparable damage.”
Henry Furst, a West Orange attorney representing Mr. Coon and his
mother, Marlene Froehlich, said in a
legal brief, “The fact that the bid [by
Hillside] was below the value of the
cars is irrelevant, especially since
Hillside fails to present any evidence
of the value of the cars.”
Judge Malone, who The Star-Ledger reported was chosen after two
other judges declined due to the
sheriff’s connection to the case, ruled
in a bench verdict issued December
12, 2005 that Hillside Auto had not
disclosed a defect in a radio for a
2003 Mercedes-Benz E500 purchased
by Mr. Coon from Hillside for $49,500
in July of 2004. Mr. Coon and his
mother, who reportedly had co-signed
for the Mercedes, had filed suit on
September 8, 2004.
Hillside Auto, represented by Nutley
attorney Patrick Toscano, has asked Judge
Malone to “rule on the propriety of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

ies curriculum.
Social studies programs for grades
four and five have been revised, and
the middle-school geography curriculum has received new textbooks. The
eighth-grade world history and cultures curriculum has been revised and
has received a new textbook.
New textbooks for the high school’s
AP science program will offer web
support features, and new materials
for the anatomy and physiology
course have been purchased. Technology improvements for the school
district include $60,000 for new
laptops and upgrades of older laptops.
In Westfield, 40 new staff members,
who were hired to replace teachers and
administrators who retired or are on
leave, will greet 6,000 students from
kindergarten to high-school seniors.
Westfield High School Interim Principal Dennis Fyffe and Guidance Direc-

tor Stephen Maczynski are among the
new hires to the school district.
Newly hired teachers have participated in the district’s New Teacher
Institute, an orientation program.
Mr. Fyffe, a former superintendent
of schools for the Sayreville Public
Schools and interim superintendent
for the Long Beach Island Board of
Education, took over as WHS principal on July 1.
He replaces Robert Petix, who led
WHS for the past 26 years. Anthony
Akey, an assistant principal at Summit High School, had originally accepted but later declined the offer to
be the new principal.
“I am looking forward to a very
successful new school year. I am
particularly excited about the new
leadership at the guidance office
under Stephen Maczynski, who is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Margaret Hayes Begins
Tenure As Superintendent
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —“A very good
place to be” are the words Margaret
Hayes, the new superintendent of
schools, uses to describe the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district. Ms.
Hayes officially starts her new role as
superintendent tomorrow, September 1.
Previously, Ms. Hayes served the
community as assistant superintendent of curriculum, instruction and
assessment since 2002.
“I have the advantage of understanding the district,” she told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “One
of my goals is to nurture and develop
a community of learners who value
excellence, initiative and diversity.”
According to her resume, Ms.
Hayes previously served the communities of Old Bridge Township as principal for two elementary schools from
1997 through 2002. Prior to this, she
was employed at the Parsippany-Troy
Hills Township schools, as district
program supervisor from 1988
through 1990 and principal for two
elementary schools from 1990
through 1997.
Before 1988, Ms. Hayes was employed as a social studies teacher at
North Brunswick Township High
School and dean of the Bergen School
in Jersey City.
Ms. Hayes received her doctorate in
education from Rutgers University’s
Graduate School of Education in 2001,
her Master of Science degree in education in 1975 and bachelor’s degree
(magna cum laude) in sociology in
1971 from Wagner College in Staten
Island, New York.
When asked what attracted her to
the district, Ms. Hayes said that former

superintendent Carol Choye told her
she would be impressed with the district because of the “community support, the integrity, knowledge and commitment of the board of education and
an exceptional administrative team.
She was right on every count.”
Ms. Hayes said she will welcome
more than 50 new teachers next week
and plans on supporting them and the
returning staff.
Regarding contract negotiations,
Ms. Hayes said she feels she “needs
to work hard to build a working relationship and create a climate forged
for a win-win negotiation process.”
One part of this “win-win” relationship, she said, is the implementation of a plan to revise the period
structure at the middle-school level
to increase the number of periods
from seven to eight without increasing the length of the school day.
This new schedule is designed to
prevent students from being “pulled
out” of classes. Working with teachers in this capacity will “be a new
role; I’m very collaborative,” she said.
Of her methods for decision-making, she said, “When you are in education there is a consistent frame for
decision-making, [focusing on] what
is the best for the student.”
Ms. Hayes will do the work of both
superintendent and assistant superintendent until her replacement is hired.
Her most immediate challenge revolves around the opening of school,
she said. In the months ahead, Ms.
Hayes plans to attend activities, visit
classes and report on last year’s accomplishments to the board.
“I want every child to enjoy learning, to seek challenges and to succeed,” Ms. Hayes said.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS...Three luxury automobiles worth over $100,000 are
housed in Westfield after being confiscated by the sheriff’s department and then
auctioned and sold for a minimum bid of $300 to Sheriff Officer Christopher Coon
as the only qualifying bidder. Mr. Coon is the stepson of Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. The parties will appear in court on September 8.
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MS, GW School Districts
Prepare for Opening
BY CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CAMPAIGN PLANNING…Scotch Plains Township Democrats prepare for the
fall council campaign. Pictured, left to right, are: seated, Neal LeStrange and
Kevin Glover; standing, Steven Weinberg, Jeffrey Strauss and John Curry.

Scotch Plains Dems Prepare
Campaign for Council Seats
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Democratic Committee met
on August 23 at the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad building to support the
campaign of Neal LeStrange, Kevin
Glover and Jeff Strauss for Township
Council. Chairman Ken Lipstein introduced the candidates, who spoke
to the members about the progress of
the campaign and thanked the members for their support.
The candidates noted the “overwhelmingly positive” response they
have received to their campaign and
strong support from “many who welcome a change” in town government.
Campaign coordinator Joanne Glover
reported on the success of fundraising
activities to date and the plans for further fundraising activities. She thanked
the committee members for their financial and volunteer contributions.
Dick Samuel, campaign chairman,
laid out the structure of the campaign
and told the members that an invitation would go out shortly relating to
several planned events. He thanked
individual committee members for
their efforts, including John

Thompson’s development of a database and search engine that made research on the issues “much easier.”
Dan Grossman, who headed the voter
registration and absentee ballot drive,
thanked the people who had already
worked on getting voter registration
and absentee ballot request forms out.
He asked for help in continuing this
important service to the community.
Charles Lamb explained the work
he had done so far on setting up the
campaign website, which is scheduled to go online shortly. Suzanne
Tepper, event coordinator, explained
the help needed to make the planned
campaign events successful. She expressed appreciation for the people
who volunteered to help. Phil Wiener,
campaign treasurer, asked for volunteers for a phone bank to help remind
voters of the planned events.
Members of the committee enjoyed
refreshments and left with bumper
stickers and lawn signs.
Anyone interested in participating
in the Democratic campaign may call
(908) 490-1900, or e-mail
scotchplainsdem@aol.com.

Pedestrian Dies Following
Accident on North Avenue
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – An 82-year-old
Westfield woman died Monday several hours after being struck by a car
as she attempted to cross East North
Avenue between Central Avenue and
Elmer Street.
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said
Marie Schlieske was crossing the
street at 11:43 a.m. when she was
struck by a Toyota traveling westbound. The captain said she was not
walking in a crosswalk.
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel
transported her to University Hospital in Newark. Captain Auchter said
the Westfield Police Department was
notified at 5:05 p.m. that the victim
had died from her injuries.
The driver of the Toyota was identified as 72-year-old Florence Pecker,
also of Westfield. Captain Auchter
told The Westfield Leader Tuesday
that no charges had been filed against
the driver and that the incident remained under investigation by the
Westfield Police Department’s Traffic Safety Bureau.

Dunlap
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dent occurred five days before the
library director was to be married.
He’d planned to marry Mary Olive
“Mo” Smith, a singer with his band,
Reckon So, on August 6. Instead the
two married two weeks later.
“We’ve been married now for about
a year,” said Mr. Weiss, who has recovered from his neck wound and spoke
to The Times this week from his office
at the library. “We were married August 19 last year in a civil ceremony,”
he said, and the band, which plays
acoustic and bluegrass music, is working again. “We play around quite a bit,
mostly in New York City.”
He said that his 20-year-old son,
who used to live with Dunlap, is “doing very well.”
Following the stabbing, the
Fanwood rescue squad rushed Mr.
Weiss to the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey in Newark, the state’s trauma center, where
he underwent a tracheotomy. His
voice has recovered completely, but
he said, “Losing [my singing voice]
was never really a concern.”
Declining to speak in depth about
the upcoming trial, Mr. Weiss said he
would not comment yet on how the
stabbing has changed his life, but he
did say he hopes a trial can be avoided.
“That would be the best resolution.
We’ll just see what happens as we get
close to [the trial date].”
According to Mr. Weiss, Dunlap
has been out on bail since approximately six weeks after her arrest.
“I really rather not say too much,
but I do want to thank everyone again
who’s been so supportive,” he said.

Anthony Romano, a UPS driver who
was traveling eastbound on North Avenue and saw the accident, said he
witnessed no error on the driver’s part.
“She wasn’t going fast, she was in
the left lane; she was not out of her
lane,” said Mr. Romano, adding that
the victim was looking downward as
she crossed the street. He said the
driver pulled into a nearby parking lot
after the accident occurred.
Mr. Romano called 911 from a
cellular telephone in his truck. With
an operator providing instructions
over the telephone, he said he and
another man who stopped at the scene
attempted to assist the unconscious
victim at the side of the road.
A nurse who was in the vicinity of
the accident then took over until the
rescue squad arrived.
The victim reportedly was crossing over North Avenue from the
Coldwell Banker office to Drug Fair
when she was struck, according to an
additional source.
The incident was the first pedestrian fatality in Westfield since December of 2003, when a 58-year-old
Mountainside woman was killed after being struck by a motor vehicle,
also on North Avenue.

Clark Circle
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Connor, who was previously
employed by the County of Union as
its engineer, said, “By doing this we
should be able to effectively deal with
(the) intersection for the next 20 years.”
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
told The Times, “At some point, we
should accept what the experts say. I
would hope they’ve done their homework. We’ve had a lot of complaints
about the circle and something needs
to be done.”
Mr. Palmer said metered traffic signals could cause a worsening of traffic delays if not done correctly. However, he said, the traffic consultants
are cognizant of this and have designed the timing of the signals so
that the traffic delays will be improved, not worsened, at the circle.
“I understand their concerns that
traffic lights might cause delays,” Mr.
Palmer said. “But when coordinated
properly, they improve traffic flow.”
Mr. Palmer said officials looked at
several designs and chose this one as
the best. Officials said that the new
plan will be studied for efficiency and
tweaked if necessary.
“We don’t do these projects in a
vacuum,” Mr. Orlando added.
Mr. Connor said exit 135 would be
open during construction.
“I’m not going to say that there
won’t be some inconvenience (for
motorists),” Mr. Connor said.
The NJTA will fund the entire cost
of the project. It approved the
$400,000 contract for the initial design of the project in June.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TIME TO SMELL THE FLOWERS...Residents enjoy the variety of summer
flowers at the popular farmers market in Scotch Plains.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
School District Chief Administrator
Richard O’Malley has outlined multiple improvements and changes for
the 2006-2007 school year, set to
begin on September 7.
With 11 new staff members, a new
assistant principal and curriculum
coordinator (Thomas Conroy) and
supervisor of technology (Michelle
Savvides), the school district hopes
to better serve its 704 students.
A new science curriculum for kindergarten through fourth-grade students, a new spelling program for first
and second graders at Beechwood Elementary School and new honors English and science classes for eighthgrade students will be among the
changes for the upcoming year. Mr.
O’Malley said three classrooms have
been equipped with multi-media hardware including projectors, smart boards,
DVD players and laptop computers.
“The smart boards look like white
boards in that they can be written on,
like the screen of a laptop,” he said.
New wireless laptop carts will add
40 new computers at the Deerfield
Elementary School and 48 new com-

puters in middle-school classrooms.
“We bought laptops for the child
study department so they can generate reports in a more efficient manner,” Mr. O’Malley said.
New lights were installed on the
Deerfield athletic fields.
The Mountainside School District
website has been newly redesigned;
more information can be found at
mountainsideschools.net.
The Garwood Board of Education,
serving more than 400 students, has
faced few changes this summer, as the
major renovations of Lincoln/Franklin
(grades one through eight) and Washington Schools (pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten) were completed during
the 2005-2006 school year.
“The construction was quite an expansive change over the school year,”
said William Murphy, superintendent
of schools. Mr. Murphy also noted the
adoption of the Everyday Math program for students in fourth grade and
the new Full Option Science System
(FOSS) for fourth and fifth grades.
New hires for the coming school
year included Fran Florio, second-grade
teacher;Anita Livesey, registered nurse;
Jean Deluca, teacher aide, and fifthgrade teacher Linda Edmundo.

Back to School
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

off to a terrific start,” Superintendent of Schools William Foley said.
“Dennis Fyffe will be an excellent
interim principal while we begin a
search for a permanent replacement
at [WHS].”
Mr. Maczynski comes to Westfield
from Georgetown Preparatory
School in North Bethesda, Md.,
where he was director of college
counseling. He spent nine years in
school counseling, previously taught
AP Government and moderated the
school’s Model United Nations Debate Teams.
Elsewhere, the principals of
Westfield’s Wilson and Washington
elementary schools have switched
positions, with Joseph Malanga taking over at Wilson and Andrew Perry
moving to Washington.
Jim DeSarno has taken over as varsity football of the WHS Blue Devils,
replacing Ed Tranchina, who will
continue to serve as the athletic director. Mr. DeSarno is a former assistant
coach at Shabazz and Linden High
Schools and most recently was head
coach at Kinnelon High School.
According to Lorre Korecky, school
community relations coordinator, new
classes have been added at WHS,
including new broadcast journalism
and broadcast TV production courses.
Additionally, students entering the
eighth grade have the option of new
advanced debate and science quest
classes.
New improvements in technology
have also been approved for the upcoming school year. Computers and

software will be installed in all
fourth-grade classrooms and
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools will receive three mobile
laptop carts. Containing 30 laptops
each, the carts will increase the ratio
of computers to students in the district.
Mrs. Korecky said upgrades of the
technology infrastructure would allow teachers to have easier access to
Internet resources, high-speed digital
media and the ability to share resources
over a district-wide network.
The district will continue its “Leaders Project,” a program developed to
help motivate targeted students in
grades six through eight by offering
additional help after school as well as
planned activities at the Westfield
YMCA. With the help of local organizations such as the Westfield United
Way and the contribution of 16 laptops
from Pfizer Pharmaceuticals, the program will continue this year due to
positive feedback from the students
and teachers involved.
This year, the BOE plans to continue the Citizens Advisory Committee on Enrollment that it established last year to develop recommendations on enrollment issues.
Working with Mr. Foley and the longrange planning committee, the BOE
plans to propose a solution concerning the overcrowding at the elementary schools to the voters of
Westfield. Ideas include renovating
an older school building to accommodate kindergarten and pre-K disabled students.

Judge Halts Luxury Car Sale
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

auction.” As first reported in The StarLedger on August 24 and confirmed in
the complaint by Hillside Auto Center, a
copy of which was obtained by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Coon was
awarded a BMW E530i, a Porsche 911
and a Volvo XC90 for the default cost of
$300 after a second bidder declined to
purchase the vehicles at the auction. According to The Star-Ledger story, he also
was awarded the 2003 Mercedes-Benz
E500 that he had originally purchased per
Judge Malone’s decision.
The dealership’s complaint alleges that
Hillside’s president, Raj Srivastava, was
the highest bidder at $110,600 but that
“for unknown reasons” Chief Lester
Sargent of the Union County Sheriff’s
Office, who presided over the auction,
“refused to wait for the delivery of
Srivastava’s payment” from Mr.
Srivastava’s “colleague,” who was waiting at a nearby bank to get a certified
check for the exact amount of the sale.
After Mr. Srivastava’s bid was rejected,
Mr. Sargent offered the vehicles to the
second bidder, who opted not to purchase
them, according to court records.
Mr. Toscano claimed in Hillside’s complaint that the second bidder, representing Certified Motors, “appeared to function as a ‘stalking horse’ that made bids
with the intention of driving up the price.”
Mr. Furst said the second bidder “was not
a stalking horse for me or, to my knowledge,
anyone else. [The second bidder] bid according to his interest as far as I know.”
Mr. Furst offered a bid of $100 per car
on behalf of his clients and, “shockingly,”
the offer was “accepted” by Chief Sargent,
Hillside’s complaint states.
In his response to Hillside’s show cause
motion, Mr. Furst said he was the first
bidder, making a bid for his clients.
“There was spirited bidding on all three
cars between the only two bidders (the
unnamed bidder and Mr. Srivastava),”
according to Mr. Furst’s brief.
“Raj Srivastava has now admitted that
he did not have the funds available immediately at the conclusion of the auction
and had to obtain them from someone off
site. This violated the terms of the auction,” Mr. Furst stated, explaining that
“cash, a certified check or approved money
order” were requirements of the auction
and that the bidders were “not permitted
to leave the bid site to obtain funds.”
“Froehlich and Coon were under no
obligation to wait for funds to arrive,” Mr.
Furst said. He further stated he was “concerned that the bids (by Hillside), including the posting of the bond ($150,000) or
the delivery of the titles had proven to be
false.” Mr. Furst claimed “numerous requests by e-mail and letter” to Hillside
representatives on May 5, 11 and 18 were
made “to have Hillside comply with the
written agreement” Hillside had signed
on May 2 when sheriff’s officers executed a levy, arranged by Mr. Furst, on
Hillside’s property.

“I neither sought nor received any special treatment (in garnering a levy on
Hillside’s property),” Mr. Furst said in
his statement.
Because Hillside had failed to post a
bond per the February 17 judgment, the
county sheriff’s office was given permission by the court “to seize Hillside’s assets in satisfaction of the judgment,” according to Hillside’s complaint. Sheriff’s
officers and Hillside police arrived May 1
at the dealership, at which point Mr. Furst
“ordered” Chief Sargent to “seize all of
Hillside’s property, including office furniture, computer files and approximately
50 luxury vehicles,” according to Mr.
Toscano’s brief.
Mr. Furst said the seizure of Hillside’s
property was ordered per a levy he “arranged for” through the sheriff’s office on
the dealership’s property after Hillside
failed to post the bond.
During the seizure, “Hillside closed the
security gate at the entrance of the property
to prevent any cars from being removed,”
Mr. Furst said. He said Chief Sargent
contacted Hillside police “to assist in quelling Hillside’s illegal activity.”
Mr. Toscano’s brief states that an attorney for Hillside Auto later arrived on the
scene and argued that the seizure “would
be in extreme excess of the judgment.”
Mr. Toscano said Hillside agreed (as part
of a written agreement with the sheriff’s
office) to turn over the BMW, Volvo and
Porsche for the sheriff’s auction on May
2 “under duress.”
Mr. Furst said in his brief the agreement,
signed by Hillside representatives, includes
language stating that Hillside “knowingly
and voluntarily and with the advice of
counsel” entered into the agreement.
“(Hillside) had at least two opportunities to challenge this agreement in court.
Yet they allowed the court to enter orders
enforcing its terms without objecting. As
a result, Hillside waived any claim that
the agreement was the product of unlawful duress,” Mr. Furst stated in his brief.
Mr. Furst said, “The fact the judgment
is on appeal does not impact the propriety
of the auction.” As per the trial when
Judge Malone rendered his decision, Mr.
Furst said, “Hillside did not seek a change
of venue” and “did not object to proceeding to trial before Judge Malone.”
The County of Union has said the
sheriff’s sale was legal.
“The county counsel’s office has reviewed all materials and tapes in conjunction with the auction and has determined the
execution of the sale was thorough and
conducted in accordance with the law,” said
Union County Director of Public Information Sebastian D’Elia in a prepared statement. “The Sheriff’s Department executed
the order of the court, as it was charged, in
the highest and professional manner.”
A call by The Times to Judge Malone’s
chambers for comment was transferred to
the court’s Civil Division in Elizabeth but
was not returned by press time.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

STEPPING UP ENFORCMENT…Scotch Plains police are participating in the
state’s crackdown on drunk drivers. Pictured above is Patrolman David Lavery.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, August 19, a resident of the
200 block of Golf Edge reported that his
home was burglarized. It was undetermined what had been taken. The front
door lock on the home was visibly damaged.
Sunday, August 20, Iesha Loyal, 28,
and Angela Garrett, 42, both of Newark,
were arrested and charged with theft in
the 100 block of Central Avenue. The pair
allegedly shoplifted more than $300 worth
of perfume from a Central Avenue business. Loyal and Garrett were held on
$5,000 and $7,500 bail, respectively.
Loyal was released on her own recognizance on criminal warrants from Elizabeth, for $110, and Newark, for $850.
Garrett was released on her own recognizance on a West Orange criminal warrant
for $200.
Monday, August 21, a bicycle valued
at $400 was reported stolen from a residence in the 400 block of East Dudley
Avenue.
Monday, August 21, a Mountain Avenue resident reported the theft of his bicycle from the north side Westfield train
station. The bicycle is valued at $600.
Monday, August 21, two bicycles
owned by residents of Clifton Street were
reported stolen from the south side
Westfield train station. Each of the bicycles was valued at $200.
Tuesday, August 22, Raymond Warrell,
19, of Westfield was arrested in the 300
block of East Dudley Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI). He
was released to a responsible individual.
Tuesday, August 22, a Westfield resident reported an apparent unlawful use of
her credit card during a period of approximately one month. A total of $1,214 in
unauthorized charges was placed on the
account.
Tuesday, August 22, a Central Avenue
resident reported that his house was burglarized during the day on August 22.
One or more individuals apparently removed a screw and entered the residence
through an unlocked window. A television valued at $300 was the only item
reported taken at the time, although several items of jewelry also may have been
removed.
Tuesday, August 22, Christopher
Gallego, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with providing alcohol to
underage persons and maintaining disorderly premises. Police had responded to a
report of a loud party at his Woodbrook
Circle residence. He was released with a
summons.
Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
the 700 block of East Broad Street reported a burglary at her residence. Entry
was gained through a basement window.
Several rooms had been ransacked, although it was unknown if anything was
missing.
Wednesday, August 23, a Tuttle Parkway resident reported the theft of numerous pieces of jewelry from a private storage area. The items were discovered missing when the victim returned from vacation. There were no signs of forced entry.
Wednesday, August 23, Linda P. Wyatt,
55, of Plainfield was taken into custody at
a North Avenue store and charged with
shoplifting $160 worth of jewelry and
clothing. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where she was processed and later released with a summons.
Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
the 900 block of West North Avenue
reported that his home was burglarized.
One or more individuals gained access to
the premises by breaking and then entering through a first floor window. Jewelry
valued at $500 was removed from the
residence.
Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
the 1100 block of Boulevard reported that
his bicycle was stolen from the south side
Westfield train station sometime between
7 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. that day. The bicycle
was described as white with blue lettering.
Thursday, August 24, Thomas
McDonough, 23, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop at Central and Ayliffe Avenues. He was released to a responsible
individual.
Thursday, August 24, James Gockel,
18, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
warrant for a traffic violation out of Mays
Landing. He was released after posting
$300 bail.
Thursday, August 24, a Piscataway
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was the target of criminal mischief while
it was parked in the area of Kimball and
Lawrence Avenues. The windshield on
the vehicle was cracked in two separate
places.
Thursday, August 24, Corey Miller,
19, of Parsippany and two juveniles were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Quimby Street. All
three were charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. Miller was released with a summons
pending a September 6 court date. The
juveniles – a 17-year-old Cranford female and a 17-year-old Westfield male –
were released to their parents.
Friday, August 25, Terell Shaw, 18, of
Westfield and two male juveniles, also
from Westfield, were arrested and charged
with underage possession of alcohol following an investigation in the 500 block
of Dorian Road. Shaw was released with
a summons pending a September 6 court
date. The juveniles – a 17-year-old and a
16-year-old – were released to a parent.
Saturday, August 26, Pierce Gaynor,
19, Nicholas DeRosa, 19, and Jeffrey
Meierdierck, 18, all of Westfield, along
with three Westfield juveniles, were ar-

rested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana following an investigation in the 400 block of
Birch Avenue.
All three adults were released with
summonses pending a September 6 court
date. The three juveniles – a 17-year-old
female, a 16-year-old female and a 17year-old male – were released to their
parents.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 22, a contractor reported that several pieces of equipment
were stolen from his truck. The truck was
parked at a job site on Plainfield Avenue.
The items were valued at $525.
Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported being the victim of theft. He stated that one or more
unknown individuals removed his bicycle,
valued at approximately $350, which was
left in front of a friend’s house on Elm
Court.
Thursday, August 24, a resident of
Westfield Road reported being the victim
of criminal mischief. He said one or more
unknown individuals damaged his motor
vehicle by scratching words on the trunk.
Thursday, August 24, a resident of
School Place reported being the victim of
theft. He stated that one or more unknown
individuals entered his garage and removed his motorized scooter. Entry to the
garage was gained by pushing in a window.
Friday, August 25, the manager of a
Route 22 fast food chain reported that a
jug of money for a fundraiser was removed from the counter. It is unknown
how much money was in the jug.
Fanwood
Wednesday, August 23, Thomas J.
Ferro, 19, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a field investigation and charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) and drug paraphernalia.
Thursday, August 24, Edwin H. Christian, 39, of New Brunswick was arrested
after a foot chase that ensued when he
allegedly fled from a field investigation.
He was charged with obstruction of justice, possession of burglary tools, possession of stolen property and providing
police with false information.
Friday, August 25, Carol A.
Ganczewski, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested after a field investigation on outstanding warrants issued by Scotch Plains
and Springfield. Ganczewski also was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia.
Sunday, August 27, George Mosley,
51, of Linden was arrested and charged
with numerous outstanding warrants out
of Plainfield, Paramus and Irvington following a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.
Sunday, August 27, Lisa D. Minder,
33, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with an outstanding warrant out of North
Plainfield following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. She also was charged
with providing police with false information.
Jamie J. Johnson, 29, of Bangor, Pa., a
passenger in the vehicle, was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant. She
also was charged with providing false
information to police.
Mountainside
Tuesday, August 15, James V.
Raymond, 3rd, 50, of Berkeley Heights
was stopped on Route 22 for failure to
maintain a lane and later was arrested for
allegedly having an open container of
alcohol in a motor vehicle and driving
with a suspended license.
Tuesday, August 15, a resident of
Pembrook Road reported being the victim of theft. He stated that one or more
unidentified individuals stole newly
planted shrubs from his front garden. The
value of the shrubs was $1,000.
Tuesday, August 15, Gordon R. Barber, 65, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with simple assault. He also was
charged with unlawful possession of a
weapon and possession of a weapon for
an unlawful purpose.
Thursday, August 17, Enllibe L. GarciaMarte, 20, of Newark was arrested at the
Newark Police Department on an outstanding warrant.
Tuesday, August 22, David Schmidt,
37, was arrested at the Hudson County
jail on an outstanding warrant.
Tuesday, August 22, a resident of Rising Way reported being the victim of
fraud. The victim stated that one or more
unidentified individuals successfully
opened an E-Trade account in her name.
The individuals then attempted to withdraw approximately $100,000 from her
bank account. The incident is under investigation.
Tuesday, August 22, Eric Mayfield,
45, of Orange was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license following a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to observe a red traffic signal. He
also was charged with an outstanding
West Orange warrant in the amount of
$500.
Wednesday, August 23, Raymond F.
Heiss, 39, of Mountainside was stopped
for speeding on Deer Path and charged
with driving with a suspended license. He
also was arrested on an active warrant out
of Summit in the amount of $145.
Thursday, August 24, John H. Scott, 48,
of Bloomfield was arrested at the Berkeley
Heights Police Department on an outstanding warrant in the amount of $415.
Friday, August 25, Maria J. Gutierrez,
30, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop for failure to maintain a lane
on Route 22.
Monday, August 28, Charles E. Pollard, 43, of Plainfield was arrested at
Cranford police headquarters on an outstanding warrant in the amount of $1,035.
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Investigation by U.S. Attorney of
Corrupt BPU is Long Overdue
MOUNTAINSIDE — Regarding news
last week that the United States Attorney’s
Office served the Board of Public Utilities with subpoenas to obtain documents
related to the scandal-ridden Clean Energy Program:
“I have been calling for this long overdue independent investigation into the
corruption at BPU for months, after numerous media reports have shown that
Clean Energy Program is rife with ethical
problems that may well rise to the level of
criminal conduct. We must always bear
in mind that the millions of dollars that
may have been squandered in this scandal
Deborah Madison for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MUSEUM DEDICATION...Members of the Westfield Historical Society and
officials of the Town of Westfield last Saturday dedicate the historic Reeve House
on Mountain Avenue for a museum. Pictured, from left to right: Bottom row:
Nancy Priest, President of the Westfield Historical Society, Mayor Andy Skibitsky;
2nd row: Hassan (Sam) Mahmoud, Carol Tener, Sherry Cronin; 3rd row: Karrie
Hanson, William Shepherd, Letty Hudak, Linda Giuditta; 4th row: George
Gross, Earl Frawley, Ed Wittke and Chris Forno.

By DEM Senate Candidate Bob Menendez

Kean Failed to Disclose Inheritance
NEW BRUNSWICK – The Menendez
for Senate campaign filed a complaint last
week with the Senate Ethics Committee
against Tom Kean Jr. The complaint stated
that Mr. Kean failed to disclose the full
scope and nature of his inherited assets.
“Tom Kean Jr. has the right to blow his
inheritance on his campaign, but he also
has a legal and ethical obligation to tell
the public where the money is coming
from. He is in clear violation of ethics
laws and he should come clean about
what he is hiding before the Senate ethics
committee forces him to,” Menendez campaign spokesman Matthew Miller said.
The Menendez campaign said Mr. Kean
Jr. violated disclosure rules by: failing to
give a full and complete description of the
assets held by the trusts of which he is
beneficiary; failing to identify his percentage interest in the Elizabeth S. Kean
Trust; failing to identify the value to him
of the assets held by the trusts of which he

is beneficiary; omitting the required income information for the underlying assets of the trusts in which he is beneficiary
and insufficiently disclosing the value of
a significant asset in the Elizabeth S.
Kean Trust.
The Menendez campaign further asserted that: “According to federal law, the
description of each asset held by a candidate must also include complete disclosure of the underlying assets as well. Mr.
Kean Jr. holds, through trust funds, investments in an array of privately managed
hedge, mutual and private equity funds.
These include the Julius Baer International
Equity Fund, an equity fund managed by a
private Swiss bank, the Fulham Investors
LP II Participation Fund, the Sage Capital
LP Participation Fund and the MW Global
Partners LP Participation Fund, which may
operate as hedge funds.
The Menendez Campaign requests Mr.
Kean to “amend the filing immediately.”

Tuition

4.80

%
APY

Five Intersections
Undergo Road Work
AREA — Union County officials
have announced construction projects
planned at five locations in Hillside
and Springfield.
Work is scheduled to begin on North
Broad Street at Hillside Avenue and
Mertz Avenue in Hillside on September 14 and will be complete by November 17. Work will begin on Mountain Avenue in Springfield on November 12 and continue until December 5. Work on Springfield Avenue is scheduled to start on January
9 and run through January 30.
Work will include new signal equipment, controller cabinets with battery back-up systems, signs, striping,
vehicle detection devices, handicap
ramps, sidewalks and pedestrians signals with countdown features. The
work will be performed at the following intersections: North Broad Street
with Hillside Avenue and Mertz Avenue, Hillside; South Springfield
Avenue with Milltown Road and
Shunpike Road, Springfield; and the
fire signal on Mountain Avenue between Waverly Avenue and Tooker
Avenue, Springfield.

were monies taken from New Jersey residents in the form of higher utility bills.
This alleged fleecing of the public comes
at a time when New Jerseyans are straining under the weight of relentless tax
increases and soaring property tax bills.
We can all agree that a cleaner environment is a top priority, and those who have
lost in this scandal are those seeking
cleaner energy alternatives. Ending abusive government practices such as those
set forth in the Treasury Department audit
of the BPU is the first step in getting our
fiscal affairs in order and ending the corruption, which has come to dominate the
landscape of New Jersey politics.
The intervention of the U.S. Attorney
should be welcomed by anyone who is
interested in getting to the truth of this
growing scandal and restoring New Jersey to a higher standard of ethical conduct. The Governor should direct the BPU
to cooperate and ensure that the stonewalling that occurred with the Treasury
audit is not repeated again.”

Unity Bank Promotes
Former SP Manager
AREA – Union resident Chris Bono
has been appointed to assistant vice
president and branch manager of
Unity Bank’s South Plainfield office.
Mr. Bono had been the assistant
vice president and branch manager of
the Unity branch in Scotch Plains.
His entire career has been in financial
services with the bank, rising from
teller to manager in six years.
Born and raised in Union, Mr.
Bono is an active member of the
business community and is on the
board of the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association and the
Plainfield Chamber of Commerce.
He is a member of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Association and the Knights of Columbus
Union Council No. 4504.

Vacation

There are a lot of ways to look at our 4.80%
grand opening offer. But whatever your point
of view, HSBC can take you there.

PREMIUM MONEY
MARKET PLUS
with a minimum deposit of $15,000
and a Smart Plus Package.*

CLEANING UP FOR FALL…The unofficial gardening club of the Westfield
Service League recently gathered to beautify the grounds of the league’s Thrift
and Consignment Shop. The shop, located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield, will
reopen for business on Wednesday, September 6, at 9 a.m. Fall merchandise will
be featured including clothes, shoes, jewelry, toys and household items. Store
hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Charlotte Clevenger, Jill Sitcer, Carolyn Fleder and Betsy McQuade.

New Providence Mayor
Not Seeking Third Term
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

NEW PROVIDENCE – Two-term
mayor of New Providence Allen
Morgan has announced he will not be
seeking a third term.
Mr. Morgan, 51, said the recent
change to an early-morning shift at
his job as a driver for United Parcel
Service (UPS) made serving another
four years as mayor impossible. He
said he would stay on through the
remainder of the year.
He listed the upcoming
groundbreaking of the borough’s new
rescue squad building and the town’s
streetscape to be completed by November as two projects he is most
proud. “All I’ve ever wanted was what
was best for the town,” he said.
Mr. Morgan serves as president of
the Union County League of Municipalities, a post he will hold until December. He has been active in the
organization during his eight years as
mayor. The mayor said he always enjoyed the “exchange” of ideas by other
elected officials at league meetings.
“Most towns have the same problems but they handle them differently,” he said. He said the league is
not about party affiliation but more of
a discussion group on common problems. “It was very educational.”
In terms of his replacement, Mr.
Morgan said, “It would almost have
to be,” a current council member.
“The jobs (of mayor and councilman)
are totally different,” Mr. Morgan said.
A Democrat has not been elected
mayor since Frank Farley served in
the 1960s. This year the party ran
write-in candidates for mayor and
council and is planning to announce
the names of this fall’s candidates.
“With Mayor Morgan’s withdrawal
from running for re-election, we have
[the] best chance to end 50-years of
an all-Republican mayor and borough council,” said New Providence
Democratic Committee Chairman
Michael Shapiro in a press release.
Mr. Shapiro confirmed that Kathie
Veloric (DEM), who was on the ballot for mayor in November, withdrew
for “work-related” reasons. The party,
he said, is “actively recruiting” a replacement mayoral candidate.
In an e-mail to The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he said the Democratic municipal committee “will be running a
full slate, mayor and two council candidates, but, according to state law,
the New Providence Democratic
Committee, like the Republican Committee, must meet and vote to select
the new candidates. Until they do so,
the candidates cannot be placed on
the ballot and are not considered to be
official candidates.”
When asked to comment on the
Democrats chances in the borough
this fall Mr. Morgan said, “The proof
is in the pudding. She (the Democrat

write-in mayoral candidate) just
bailed out.”
“Most people don’t vote for the
party. They vote for the person,” Mr.
Morgan said.
Union County Republican Chairman Phil Morin said the local Republican committee has until mid-September to select a replacement candidate to run in the November general
election.
“The (Republican) municipal committee has to fill the vacancy on the
line (ballot),” Mr. Morin said.
Mr. Morin said he gives the mayor
“a lot of credit,” for making the decision not to seek reelection knowing
he could not contribute the hours necessary to serve as mayor.
“Al embodies everything you want
in a local official,” Mr. Morin said.
“He was always responsive to the
residents. He is the workingman’s
councilman. Even as mayor he always dealt with issues with residents
one on one.”
According to the Union County
Board of Elections website, there are
2,096 registered Republicans in the
borough of 12,000 residents and 3.6
square miles, 1,093 registered Democrats, one Green Party and one Libertarian Party voters and 4,295 unaffiliated voters.

Schoor DePalma
Promotes John Vena
SCOTCH PLAINS – John Vena, a
Scotch Plains resident has been promoted to water resources division
director for Schoor DePalma, an engineering and consulting firm.
Mr. Vena, a vice president with the
firm, has 30 years of engineering experience and is a licensed professional
engineer in New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. His experience includes planning, design and
construction administration of wastewater treatment facilities, conveyance
systems, pumping stations, infiltration/inflow studies and combined
sewer overflow (CSO) facilities.
“We are pleased to further enhance
our services by bringing John’s engineering and project expertise to the
head of our water resource division,”
said Timothy McGough, executive vice
president and general manager for
Schoor DePalma. “His knowledge and
experience, combined with the quality
of service he gives to our clients, is
unsurpassed in this field and he is truly
an asset to our organization.”
In addition to his role as division
director, Mr. Vena maintains affiliations with the Water Environment
Federation, the New Jersey Water
Environment Association, the Association of Environmental Authorities
and the Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association.
goleader.com/subscribe
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Liberty Hall Museum
Plans End of Year Sale

College Educaton Programs Available
For Seniors, College Students, Teens

CRANFORD — The first event of
Les Marmitons of Cranford will feature Chef Richard Grignon of Restaurant 89 in Mountainside. The event
will be held on Monday, September
18 at Restaurant 89 at 899 Mountain
Avenue, Mountainside. For more information, please call (908) 233-2355.
Les Marmitons of New Jersey is an
international gastronomic and social
club of gentlemen who share a common interest in fine food, wine and
the culinary arts. For information on
the
club,
please
e-mail:
eric.eisenbud@verizon.net.

Menendez Denounces
Off-Shore Drill Plan
WASHINGTON – U.S. Senator
Robert Menendez (D-NJ) last week
denounced the Interior Department’s
proposed oil and gas drilling plan for
2007 – 2012. The plan includes leasing in areas that are currently under a
drilling moratorium, including one
off the coast of Virginia, 100 miles
from the New Jersey coastline. The
proposed plan is open for public comment until November 24. So far, no
public meetings on the plan have been
scheduled in New Jersey.
Mr. Menendez stated, “While thousands of people are flocking to the
Jersey shore to enjoy a carefree latesummer weekend, the Bush Administration threatens our beaches by taking another step toward putting oil
and gas rigs less than 100 miles off of
our coast. This administration appears to be willing to stop at nothing
to get their next oil fix, even if it
means risking an environmental catastrophe that could wreck a 22 billion dollar tourist economy. I will
continue to strongly oppose this plan,
and demand that the voices of New
Jersey’s residents are heard.”

UNION – An end-of-the-year sale
will be held at Liberty Hall Museum’s
gift shop from September through
December. The shop carries children’s
toys, fire department items, teapots,
teacups, brass giftware, fine linens
and books. Customers are not required to pay an admission price when
shopping in the museum store.
Liberty Hall Museum chronicles
more than 200 years of New Jersey
and U.S. history. It was the home of
William Livingston, the first elected
governor of New Jersey and a signer
of the Constitution. There is an extensive collection of antique furniture,
ceramics, textiles, toys and tools
owned by seven generations of the
Livingston/Kean families.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MEETING OF THE MINDS…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick holds a fundraiser
at his home in Westfield last week for Cranford committee candidate David
Robinson. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin, Cranford Committee Candidate David Robinson, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, Dr. Robert Wise, Ann Merritt and Nicholas Giuditta, III, Esq.

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine last week announced changes
to the rules of the Flood Hazard Area
Control Act, as recommended by New
Jersey’s Flood Mitigation Task Force
report. Also, the state will pay the
local communities’ share of the Federal Emergency Management Agency
costs associated with the July 2006
floods.
Gov. Jon Corzine said, “By implementing a number of new regulations, preventing development in
flood-prone areas and improving
drainage all along the Delaware Valley, we’re taking steps that provide
both immediate and long-term impact.”
The new rules will clarify and reorganize New Jersey’s regulations to
limit development in flood plains.
Current buffer zones of 25 to 50 feet
will increase to 50, 150, or 300 feet
depending on the category of the
waterway. To provide additional
buffer protection, the administration
will support the inclusion of funding
within the Garden State Preservation
Trust (GSPT) for the purchase of
low-lying properties, known as Blue
Acres, which are prone to flooding.
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Commissioner Lisa
Jackson said, “The regulations being
proposed today [last week] are among
the nation’s strongest for providing
stream corridor protections and for
imposing limitations along development in a flood plain.”
Stream cleanings and the relocation and reconstruction of damaged
buildings will be streamlined through
increased access to general permits.
New permits-by-rule will give property owners authorization to undertake specific regulated activities without the need to obtain prior written
approval from the DEP. This will
streamline activities as complicated
as using machinery to remove major
obstructions from waterways or elevating buildings above flood hazard
areas, as well as activities as simple
as building a fence or a patio.
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In 2005, the firehouse was added to
the museum complex. It houses a
1928 American LaFrance Pumper, a
1927 Seagrave Pumper and fire helmets, uniforms, bells, tools, documents and photographs. Liberty Hall’s
23 acres contain a formal English
garden, a fruit orchard and some of
the oldest trees in the state.
The museum is located at 1003
Morris Avenue in Union. It is open
Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., and Sunday from noon to 4
p.m., April through December.
For more information about upcoming Liberty Hall events or for
reservations, call (908) 527-0400 or
visit on the website at
www.libertyhallnj.org.
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Governor Announces
Flood Control Rules

Ce

Les Marmitons Kick
Off the New Season

for Teens, which allows students from
eighth to 12th grade the chance to get a
sense of the college atmosphere.
Students remain on campus for three
weeks and get to experience many
courses in different career paths in the
hopes of making their career choices
easier down the line. Since the initiative
was created in 2002, more than 1,300
students enrolled in College for Teens.
We are inspired by the many success
stories we have heard over the years
about these programs. Just recently at
the Union County Vocational-Technical School graduation for the AdultHigh School & Post-Secondary Programs, my colleague, Freeholder Angel Estrada had the pleasure of meeting
a young woman from Elizabeth who
graduated as class valedictorian after
struggling through personal adversity.
One of Vo-Tech’s goals is to help
students, young and adult, excel in the
educational path of their choosing. More
than 2,500 students from across the
county participated in secondary day,
adult high school and evening school
programs during the 2005-2006 school
year.
The county’s educational offerings
all have the mutual purpose in encouraging Union County residents to “Hop
on the Bus” to lifelong learning and
setting a new direction at any point in
their lives. We are fortunate in Union
County to have a County College and
Vocational School that are the best in
New Jersey and among the very best in
the United States. This fall, I encourage
our residents to explore these educational offerings.

r.
kD

Every year school ends, vacation begins and kids are out making high school
summer memories. Those who graduate turn their tassels to the right and are
off like a shot, making preparations for
the beginning of another chapter in
their lives.
As the seasons change and the fall
semester commences, I’m reminded of
my own college days and how thankful
I am that I was afforded the opportunity
to further my education.
It is more important than ever that
our children take full advantage of their
schooling. In this competitive world, a
lack of education can prevent you from
obtaining a higher paying job.
However, many weren’t as lucky to
have the opportunity to go to college in
their younger years and also, due to
rising educational costs some Union
County families are now finding it hard
to pay the bills, let alone send a child to
school.
That’s why this freeholder board has
worked hard to support and fund educational initiatives and programs that
have benefited our residents at different stages of their lives. Several years
ago, we bundled these programs together and promoted them as “Lifelong
Learning” initiatives. Included were
offerings such as Freeholder Scholars,
Senior Scholars, College for Teens and
the Union County Vo-Tech School.
These types of programs not only
assist students in obtaining a broader
education but some, such as the Freeholder Scholars Program at Union
County College (UCC), provide funding assistance. More than 800 teenagers have been awarded scholarships to
Union County College through this program since its inception in 2000.
The Seniors Scholars program also
offers a variety of free courses for seniors at UCC. Courses are offered at the
Cranford, Elizabeth and Plainfield Campuses, and will soon successfully complete its seventh year. A total of more
than 12,000 seniors have participated
in 900 courses since 2000.
For students thinking of continuing
their education, UCC also offers another freeholder initiative, the College
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With this coupon. Good at ShopRite Wines and
Spirit Marketplace of Westfield.
Effective thru Tues., Sept. 5, 2006.

(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)
Mixed
Mixed
Cases Cases
of Wine of Spirits

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
MOST STORES ACCEPT:
®

Debit
Card
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Everyone Is Urged To Renew
Attention To Pedestrian Safety.
Pedestrian safety has been a concern over the last
several years in Westfield. Unfortunately, Westfield
resident Marie Schlieske was struck and killed on
North Avenue on Monday while crossing to Drug
Fair. North Avenue and East Broad Street historically have been problems in Westfield. This noontime tragedy reminds us of just how dangerous the
roads can be.
Perhaps pedestrians have a false sense of security
at these locations in town. Perhaps pedestrians and
drivers become more distracted until disaster happens. People are driving more while distracted.
Perhaps people are walking while distracted or with
an unwarranted sense of security as well.
Somehow, the word needs to get out just how
critical it is to be alert, to not jaywalk, to not use cell
phones while driving and to understand the effects of
rain or poor visibility.
In December 2004, the Town of Westfield received
a $10,800 grant to assist its efforts to increase
pedestrian safety in the municipality. The New Jersey Division of Highway, Traffic and Safety issued
the grant and former Police Chief Bernard Tracy said
it would be used to pay the salaries of officers
assigned to enforce pedestrian safety laws on North
Avenue and East Broad Street.

The town had seen a trend over the past few years
prior to 2004 in increased pedestrian fatalities that
were not in sync with previous statistics, Chief Tracy
said.
Between 1985 and 1999, there was only one pedestrian fatality in the town. From January 1994 to
December 1998, there were 90 pedestrian accidents
resulting in 67 injuries and no fatalities. From January 1999 through December 2003, the total number
of pedestrian accidents fell to 70. However, there
were five pedestrian fatalities during that same time
period.
All five fatalities during that period occurred on
North Avenue and East Broad Street between the
hours of 4:30 and 7 p.m., when it was dark. In
addition, all the victims were females who were
dressed in dark clothing and were not in the crosswalks when they were killed.
“Taking these conditions into account, our enforcement efforts will concentrate on targeting pedestrians who fail to use the crosswalk and motorists who fail to yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk,” Chief Tracy said.
We urge everyone to renew his or her attention to
pedestrian safety. Cars do rule the road, and forgetting this fact can be fatal.

Unimaginable, Chilling

$300 Sheriff’s Sale of Vehicles
Worth More Than $100,000
Without mentioning names last week, Assemblyman Dr. Eric Munoz of Summit wrote that he
intended to introduce legislation to regulate
public auctions. The legislation is “to correct
obvious loopholes in current law governing
public auctions...and to expand public notice
requirements of public auctions, require a minimum bid and include a provision guarding
against ‘insider trading’ information.”
By the assemblyman’s account, current New
Jersey law regarding public auctions of personal
property to satisfy a judgment only requires that
the sheriff post a notice five days before the
auction takes place somewhere in the sheriff’s
office. Mr. Munoz wrote, “It can be posted anywhere in the office, including the bathroom or the
sheriff’s personal office. There are no minimum
bid requirements nor are sheriff’s officers precluded from participating in the auction.”
Asm. Munoz said his proposed legislation is
designed to protect both consumers and businesses. Notice of the date, time and place of the
public sale, together with a description of the
items to be sold and the conditions of the sale,
would be required to be published in a legal
newspaper for at least seven days, but not more
than 14 days after the last publication of notice.
In addition, it would require a minimum bid of
at least 80 percent of market value of the property to be auctioned, and it will include an
“insider trading” provision precluding anyone
from having prior notice of such auction from
bidding on the items.
“There is an obvious glitch in the law,” said
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Mr. Munoz. “More often than not, the public is
not even aware an auction is going to be held;
there aren’t any minimum bid requirements and
it gives an unfair advantage to persons within the
system. It’s no different than insider trading
with stocks.”
He noted that, “because there isn’t a minimum
bid requirement, businesses that for whatever
reason fail to pay judgments against them can
end up losing all their assets through auctions.
There is no doubt, this is one area that needs
better regulation for the protection of both New
Jersey consumers and business owners.”
We commend Mr. Munoz for initiating this
action. In our view, his words are a fantastic
understatement. What is not mentioned by the
assemblyman is the chilling set of circumstances
leading to the requirement for such legislation
that became known last week in Union County.
Based on a court judgment, the sheriff’s department, headed by longstanding Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, seized three vehicles
from a Hillside car dealer worth over $100,000
and impounded them at Sevell’s in Westfield.
Then, a notice of auction was posted in the
sheriff’s office. Shortly thereafter, the sheriff’s
stepson, who also is a sheriff’s officer, bought the
vehicles at the auction for $300.
The public is not aware that such unimaginable actions can occur and, worse yet, that such
actions are viewed as “legal.” As with the
“Black Sox” World Series scandal of 1919, we
ask the judge involved and the sheriff – “Say it
ain’t so, Joe.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield
Simple economics tells us that the more
a commodity is in demand, the higher the
price will be. That’s especially true for
gasoline. Other factors, including refinery processing costs, profit margins, distributions, marketing and the political
atmosphere in crude-zone pricing and,
depending on the locale of the service
station, make it anyone’s guess what consumers will pay at the pump.
For those not familiar with this concept, zone pricing allows oil companies
to charge retailers varying wholesale gasoline prices based on the retailers’ location. That is, a retailer will be charged a
different price for the same brand and
grade of gasoline depending on the “price
zone” in which the retailer is located.
Mind you, suppliers determine their own
need for price zones and the number to
establish.
In determining the wholesale cost, factors such as competition, gasoline taxes,
type of product, traffic patterns, natural
barriers such as rivers and parks, and
man-made barriers such as highways, play
into the equation.
In New Jersey, this policy has been
permitted to allegedly “meet competition.” Nothing can be further from the
truth. Zone pricing, in fact, works against
the concept of competition and the free
market system. It is an archaic policy
whose time has past and it needs to be
eliminated.
Oil companies have engaged in this
practice since the turn of the 20th century.
Cost recovery was the initial motivating
factor behind this concept. Back in the
day, suppliers use horse-drawn tank wagons to supply and deliver product to their
dealers. Because delivery was determined
by how long it would take for the supplier
to reach his destination, “zones” were
implemented.
For instance, if delivery took a day or
less, “Zone 1” dealers would receive a
certain wholesale price. Locations that
required a two-day journey would be in
“Zone 2,” and would receive a higher

wholesale price than Zone 1. The concept
extended to Zone 3, Zone 4, and so on.
As our culture progressed and our transportation systems improved, discrepancies in delivery costs leveled out, yet zone
pricing continued as a popular marketing
technique. Suppliers claim that it offers
flexibility, allows for competition and
maximizes profitability. Frankly, I fail to
see the logic in that thinking. In fact, the
practice is outright discriminatory.
Recently, I received a call from a gas
station owner in Chatham Township
whose station is in a “zone” as determined by his supplier. Because of this
“zone,” the owner must pay a wholesale
price that is 12 cents higher than a station
in Rockaway Township would pay. A
station in Union, only eight miles away,
pays 10 cents less for the same gas.
The reality is zone pricing forces some
stations to pay more than others for the
exact same gas. Of course, the ultimate
loser is the consumer, since the price
discrepancy is passed on to the person
buying at the pump.
It’s time for New Jersey to shed the
shackles of the past and move into the
21st century. Consumers and station owners have enough working against them in
these volatile times of gasoline price wars;
zone pricing shouldn’t be one of them.
For this reason, I have introduced legislation, A-176, calling for the elimination of
this practice. I urge and encourage my
fellow legislators to support this bill.
The Legislature must be permitted to
review the oil company’s basis for establishing zones. These same companies
should be required to demonstrate why
gasoline in the suburbs is more expensive
than in urban areas. The burden of proof
lies with the oil companies who need to
prove that this ancient practice does anything other than jack up gasoline prices
for New Jersey consumers.
Assemblyman Bramnick maintains a
legislative office at 203 Elm Street, 1st
Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090. His office
may be contacted at (908) 232-2673).

Letters to the Editor
Political Maneuvering Causes the
Oil Crisis, Not an Oil Shortage
Oil is a commodity and gasoline is a
commodity. The price reflects supply
and demand. Profit is not a four-letter
word.
The world at the present time is awash
in oil. When are liberals and democrats
going to stop using oil and gasoline as
fodder for the ignorant?
President Carter during his Presidency
announced with a straight face that the
world would run out of oil by 1990. He
based this on a IRS tax rule that oil
companies could not keep reserves on
their balance sheets for more than ten
years.
As long as the fear of higher prices
prevail, the price of oil will remain high.
When an oil company sells oil, it uses an
accounting method called LIFO, “last in
first out.” If it did not, it would not have
the money to buy oil at market price and
sell at a profit — and of course pay taxes
on this profit.
When the price of oil starts to drop,
the value of its inventory starts to drop
and it will pay taxes on non-existing
profits. By law, it is permitted to change
after a period to FIFO, “first in first out;”
but in the meantime, this will cause the
price of oil to decrease rapidly.
Let’s look at gasoline in the United
States. We have a shortage of refineries
and this has driven the price up. Since

there is no shortage of oil, the only thing
causing our high prices is the lack of
refineries. And why have no new refineries been built in the last thirty years? –
Because, the democrats and the environmentalists have blocked every effort
on the part of the Bush administration to
relax environmental rules. In addition,
these same so called scientists have insisted on regulating how gasoline is
produced, forcing refineries to produce
gasoline with different additives for different states at different times of the year
— in some cases (NJ) with disastrous
results driving the prices up.
This has to be fixed and the same
people who demanded the additives now
demand that the oil companies pay to fix
the problem.
In the meantime, we must produce
our own oil in Alaska and Gulf of Mexico.
Just the approval by congress to go
ahead with these ventures will start to
bring the price down since other producers will have to hold a position in the
smaller US market.
These problems will not be solved
until we get representatives in Washington that put the country ahead of political gains.
Jack McHugh
Westfield

Federal Government Must Uphold
The Laws of the Land
I just read the letter to the editor written by one Mr. Thomas Lienhard of
Westfield, published on August 24, about
Judge Anna Diggs Taylor’s ruling on the
NSA wiretapping program. I would like
to respond to him by asking this question:
Do you believe in the rule of law?
It may seem like a silly question with an
obvious answer (“Yes”), but that is precisely the reason that, as you say, there is
widespread support for the judge’s decision. The Bush Administration, by eavesdropping on the private phone calls of
thousands of American citizens without a
warrant, broke the law, plain and simple –
and regurgitating worn-out neo-conservative rhetoric about “helping terrorist organizations” by simply trying to uphold the
law is not going to change that.
The law they broke (one of many) is
called the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA), and it clearly states that
the government cannot conduct wiretapping operations for more than 72 hours
without a special court warrant. This
means that all the President had to do was
to go through proper legal channels to
conduct surveillance – and in the history
of FISA, there has practically never been
a time when a warrant has been denied.
It is appalling to me that this administration consistently operates under the
idea that it is somehow above the law, and
if someone actually tries to hold the administration accountable for breaking it,
it either tries to change the law by imposing itself on Congress or just kick, scream
and issue threats until they can drown out
the voices for truth and justice.

I, like most Americans, have had
enough. What kind of age do we live in
when government officials blatantly disregard the rule of law and keep the citizens quiet by fear-mongering and telling
lies? Let me tell you something about
terrorism, in case you’ve forgotten since
9/11 – those terrorists are also the kind of
people who have blatant disregard for the
fair and just rule of law, and they have and
will do anything in their ability to dismantle our democratic society through
the power of fear.
Unfortunately, every time we allow
our government to break laws or trample
on freedoms in the name of “security” or
the “war on terror,” we inadvertently
fulfill a little bit of the terrorists’ dream of
destroying our democracy, which is based
on those essential and fragile laws and
freedoms.
Britain got it right when they foiled
that recent plot – they used regular law
enforcement, and they operated within
the bounds of the law, successfully. If
anyone is “helping terrorist organizations,” it’s the Bush Administration – by
breaking laws, condoning torture, subverting the Constitution, and basically
terrorizing the people of the United States
and the world with fear tactics of its own.
So, I applaud Judge Taylor’s decision to
uphold the rule of law, as every good judge
should – and I say shame on you, Mr.
Lienhard, for supporting the destruction
of democracy in the name of security.
Rosemary Topar
Westfield

Union County Freeholders Refuse
To Comment on Unethical Acts
All Union County taxpayers should
be embarrassed by the lapse in ethical
behavior by our Freeholder Angel
Estrada. He personally instructs a MVC
employee to activate Hamlet Goore’s
registration and license before payment?
This is ridiculous and makes me wonder
what other favors are occurring behind
these scenes within our county government.
Union County refuses to comment
because it is “not a county matter,” I ask
how can the ethical behavior of an elected
county official not be a county matter?
Who is accountable for the behavior of

elected Freeholders?
Why do we hear relatively nothing
from an elected body that receives and
spends 20 percent of our tax bill? In
many industries you would be fired for
violating such policies as a leader and
person of authority.
It is wrong to take advantage of leadership positions. People must have trust
in these elected positions. As Union
County residents, we all deserve better,
as well as accountability and answers to
these questions.
Eric Leuthold
Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Eremacausis – A slow combustion
or oxidation of organic matter in the presence of air and water
2. Trumeau – A pillar which supports
the arch of a double door or opening
3. Cyesiology – The branch of physiology that deals with pregnancy
4. Infundibuliform – Having the shape
of a funnel
ZAYAT
1. A resting place for travelers in Burma
2. A reception room for foreigners
3. A toll for passage through a forest
4. A looking glass, small telescope
CAPH
1. A mangy, scabby animal
2. A pretender to learning; a quack
3. A snide remark
4. The eleventh letter of the Hebrew
alphabet
ABUNA
1. A slaughterhouse for cattle
2. An interpreter; translater
3. Head of the Christian church in
Abyssinia
4. A grave digger
CHIROPTERA
1. Pertaining to the hands and feet
2. The order of mammals such as the
bats
3. An extinct animal of the Triassic
Period, known only from its fossil footprints
4. Pertaining to the business of writing

Letters to
the Editor
Plan Ahead for Traffic
At Lincoln School
When the traffic around McKinley
School became a safety concern, a committee was formed to try to solve the issue
by creating new traffic patterns and parking zones. Not too far from McKinley,
another potential traffic nightmare is on
the horizon. I have not heard anything
about plans for busing, so when Lincoln
School does become a Kindergarten-only
school, traffic around the school will be
greatly increased in the morning, before
lunch, after lunch, and at the end of the
school day.
These students are attending school for
the first time and parents will want to
walk their child to the door and wait at the
door at pick-up time. I will not be affected
by this potential traffic nightmare, but I
hope that the town council is looking into
this now, long before hundreds of Kindergartners and their care takers’ cars
appear on Westfield Avenue so that a
solution can be found that insures the
students’ safety while respecting the residents’ quality of life on school days.
Renate Bieber
Westfield

Intern Experience is
Invaluable for Future
As a first-year intern with The Leader/
Times, I was introduced to an assortment
of tools used in the field of journalism
such as copy editing, conducting interviews, attending public events, shadowing meetings and writing stories for the
newspaper. The knowledge I gained from
this experience will be invaluable to all of
my future endeavors, whether they are in
journalism or in any other field.
I am currently a rising Senior at the
Union County Magnet High School.
Bryan Krichilsky
Westfield

Community
Announcement
Toiletries and Linens
Sought For Shelters
WESTFIELD – The Greater Union
County Association of Realtors is collecting towels, toiletries and linens for
distribution to local shelters for abused
women and the homeless.
Sponsored by the Realtor Community
Service Committee, this 12th annual drive
will conclude on Wednesday, September
20.
The public is invited to donate towels
and linens that are still serviceable but
perhaps no longer suitable for guests or
may not match the current décor. The
committee also is seeking unused toiletries from hotels collected in traveling
(shampoo, conditioner, soaps, lotion,
shower caps, etc.)
Individuals also are welcome to donate
makeup and cosmetics, hygiene items
and the hospitality packages given by
airlines on first class overseas flights. For
the eighth year, the committee has expanded the collection to include bed linens such as spreads, quilts and blankets,
either for adults or children.
The committee requests that all donated towels or linens be laundered and
that toiletries be unopened. Items may be
brought to the Greater Union County
Association of Realtors at 767 Central
Avenue in Westfield between 8:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. If
unable to do so, please call the association
office at (908) 232-9000 to make alternative arrangements.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com

Clarification
Mrs. Jean Sawtelle’s letter to the editor
last week should have stated “size-inappropriate residences” rather than “size
appropriate.”
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My First Intern Assignment on State
And Federal Government Events
By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — This summer, I
came back to intern at The Westfield
Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times knowing that things would be a
little different. While I had the experience and know how to accomplish
the usual tasks set before me, I would
also have to help teach many new
interns about the operations of the
newspaper, from editing and layout
to answering the phone and taking
down subscriptions.
At first I wasn’t terribly enthusiastic about these changes, but along
with the help of fellow senior interns
Cassie Lo and Don Williams, I managed to guide several younger interns
through the daily routine at the paper.
My first few weeks back at the
paper were just like the year before,
as none of the new interns were there
yet. I copy-edited pages, helped lay
out pages and wrote articles. I was in
my comfort zone. And just like last
year, I got to interview the Grand
Marshal of the Westfield Memorial
Day Parade and cover the parade itself.
Things were in full swing for me at
The Leader/Times by the time June
came around and I was working sideby-side with the other two interns on
a daily basis whether it be on an
outside story or in the office. However, within the next few weeks we all
knew things were going to drastically
change, as we would be in charge of
guiding the new group of interns. We
were all slightly apprehensive about
what to do with them and how to
properly divide up the workload in
the office.
It was even more difficult for me
because less than a week after we got
our first group of new interns, I left

for the month of July to work at a
summer camp in Louisiana. Just as
the new interns who I had to get to
know and work with and teach were
arriving, I was leaving.
When I returned, I was unknown to
many of the new interns. Over the
course of my first few days back
however, I got to know many of them
and work on assignments with them.
In fact, my most exciting assignment of the summer came in my final
month at The Leader/Times. I had to
cover a press conference at Children’s
Specialized Hospital in Mountainside
that featured Congressman Mike
Ferguson.
Previous assignments allowed me
to meet local officials in the area, but
this was my first assignment involving someone on the state and federal
government level. I had a chance to
interview the Congressman for my
article and get a photograph with
him.
By the end of the summer, I had the
opportunity to work with many new
people and take a new role at the
newspaper as a teacher of its policies
and operations to the new interns.
While in many ways working at The
Westfield Leader and Scotch PlainsFanwood Times was very familiar,
the new intern program also made it
an exciting new adventure.
I would like to thank the publisher
Horace Corbin for allowing me to
come back again this summer, assignment editor Paul Peyton for giving me many great stories to work on
and Don Williams and Michael Pollack for successfully running the intern program.
I also give my best to the entire
Leader/Times staff and to the interns
on a successful return to school,
whether it be at high school or college.

By Linda Stender, DEM Candidate for Congress

“Women’s Equality Day” Importance
SCOTCH PLAINS – Linda Stender,
Democratic candidate for New Jersey’s
7th Congressional District, commemorated “Women’s Equality Day” last Friday knowing that it is vital to protect a
woman’s right to choose.
“On this important day where we
commemorate the important strides
women have made, we also must remember that there is work to be done,”
said Ms. Stender (D-Fanwood). “Roe v.
Wade must be protected. Nobody has
the right to tell a woman what to do with
her body. Choice is a decision made
between a woman, her family, and her
doctor.”
In 1971, Congress designated August
26 as Women’s Equality Day. The date
was selected to commemorate the 1920
passage of the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution, granting women the right
to vote. This was the culmination of a
massive, peaceful civil rights movement
by women that had its formal beginnings in 1848 at the world’s first women’s
rights convention in Seneca Falls, New
York.
The observance of Women’s Equality
Day not only commemorates the 19th
Amendment, but also calls attention to
women’s continuing efforts toward full
equality. Workplaces, libraries, organizations, and public facilities now participate with Women’s Equality Day

programs, displays, video showings, and
other activities.
“Women’s Equality Day is the perfect time to talk about one area where
women’s equality is still up for debate
and that is the issue of choice,” said Ms.
Stender. “We must continue to equate
equality with this important issue and
that is why I am unequivocally prochoice, with no restrictions.”
Ms. Stender stated that she is devoted
to protecting women’s health and defending a woman’s right to choose. As a
state Assemblywoman and member of
the Health and Senior Services Committee, Ms. Stender sponsored legislation requiring pharmacists to dispense
prescribed medications, including contraceptives, to women, regardless of personal belief.
Ms. Stender co-sponsored legislation that was just recently signed into
law that requires insurers to include
prescribed contraceptives on an equal
footing with other covered medications.
She also supports legislation pending
before her committee that would include family planning in a pilot community health project designed to improve the health of low-income women
and families.
NARAL Pro-Choice America,
Planned Parenthood and EMILY’s List
have endorsed Ms. Stender’s campaign.

Live Jazz
Tuesday thru Saturday

Thursday, August 31, 2006

By GOP Freeholder Candidate Patricia Quattrocchi

22nd District News

Pension Benefits Should be
Reserved for Career Employees
Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

There is a clear need to tighten
employment requirements for participation in public retirement systems. Pension benefits should be reserved for career employees. The current $1,500 a year threshold is outdated and serves to undermine the
system’s legitimate purpose of attracting and retaining skilled public
workers.
It’s clear that there are still substantial savings that can be realized
through pension reform. By eliminating abusive practices and ensuring
that employee and employer contributions are dedicated solely to funding retirement benefits, we can reduce our liabilities and stabilize the

system’s finances.
We need to push pension reform,
while taking into consideration not
only how our system compares to
public retirement systems in other
jurisdictions, but what is fair and affordable for New Jersey taxpayers.
Our financial situation is much different that those of New York or Pennsylvania, and this process must reflect that.
Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-Linden) is Co-Chair of the Joint Committee on Public Employee Benefits
Reform. His remarks above were issued last week after the panel’s hearing on the public employee pension
system.

By GOP Freeholder Candidate Glenn Mortimer

Taxes Should Not Pay for Vacations
Labor Day is the unofficial end of
the summer season. I wish everyone a
very safe and happy holiday. It is time
to get that one last trip down the
shore, or to a faraway locale. As working men and women of this country
we work hard for our money. And we
are entitled to spend the “after-tax”
portion of our income as we see fit.
This includes a well-deserved vacation.
Former Newark Mayor Sharpe
James seems to have it backwards.
He spent $6,500 of other people’s tax
money for a trip to Rio De Janeiro,
Brazil. The mayor took his trip in
June, an early summer vacation, before his term expired on July 1.
Mayor/State Senator/Professor
James receives several hundred thousand dollars in compensation for his
various positions. He therefore can
afford to pay for his summer vacation. I imagine he thought “why pay
if the taxpayer will pick up the tab?”.
I believe the $6,500 should be refunded to the City of Newark.
Why should a Union County resident care about Mayor James’ expenditures? The majority of the money
spent by the City of Newark comes
from the state of New Jersey. This
means that the residents of all 21
counties are subsidizing Newark’s
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spending, and thus Mayor James’ trip.
I do not feel this is the best use of my
tax dollars.
Of course, Mayor James is not the
first elected official to take a trip on
the taxpayer’s “dime.” Former Governor McGreevey took his well-publicized trip to Ireland using state funds.
Only after the press exposed the excesses of his trip did he refund the
money using campaign funds. Last
year, several members of the all
Democrat Union County Board of
Freeholders took a taxpayer paid trip
to Hawaii.
Meetings and conferences are part
of a public official’s duties. However,
these must not be used as an excuse to
take a taxpayer financed vacation to
an exotic location. Public officials
need vacations too, but not at taxpayer expense.
Please vote for me, Glenn Mortimer,
Republican candidate for Union
County Freeholder. To learn more
about me, please visit the Union
County
GOP
website
www.Unioncountygop.org or call our
county headquarters at (908) 7890200.

Cast Your Vote!
goleader.com/poll

End This Madness; Restore Ethics
Lifestyle diva Martha Stewart told
Barbara Walters in a 2004 interview;
“I didn’t cheat anybody out of anything.” She was sentenced to five
months in prison and five months of
home confinement after a jury found
her guilty of obstructing justice, conspiracy and making false statements
during an insider trading investigation into her sale of ImClone stock.
Martha called the badly timed sale
totally innocent. The feds called it
Insider Trading and a jury of ordinary
folks agreed, so off she went on an all
expense paid trip up the river.
Likewise Michael Milken, who has
been called the embodiment of the
“booming ‘80s” earning a whopping
$550 million in 1987 alone, also had
the privilege of enjoying the amenities of the Graybar Hotel. He served
almost 2 years for using information,
that the “Average Joe” just didn’t
know about or have access to, to earn
millions.
Both cases involved illegalities but
also both Martha and Michael, were
considered to have acted unethically
when they used their position and
special knowledge of available opportunities for their personal gain and
perhaps that of their inner circles.
If you are of the mind that this kind
of stuff only happens with the rich
and famous think again. Just this week
the Star Ledger, in a front page story,
told the sleazy tale of longtime Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froelich’s stepson, a UC sheriffs officer as well,
who was able to acquire three luxury
cars valued at over $100 grand for a
mere $300 “smackeroos.” Purchased
at a sheriff’s sale, the cars had been
confiscated by the sheriff’s department from a local car dealer which
sonny boy had sued for damages after
purchasing a vehicle with a defective
radio from the same dealer.
It has been reported that the only
ananouncement of the impending sale
was a notice on the wall of the sheriff’s
office, where of course, we all stop in,
on a daily basis, to check the specials.
Ever at the ready to do damage control, county spokesperson Sebastian
D’Elia issued a statement that the
county counsel’s office had reviewed
the affair and determined that all was
on the up and up. He didn’t say if the
transaction was reviewed before or
after the fact and the sheriff naturally
had no comment.

Prior to his heart attack, singer Isaac
Hayes had been contracted to appear
in Union County at an event in a
county park arranged by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Roberta Flack
was booked to replace Hayes at an
additional cost of $35,000. When
learning about the last minute change,
Freeholder Betty Jean Kowalski expressed her delight in an Email to a
staffer, which was obtained thru the
OPRA. “I love Roberta Flack” she
wrote; then she went on to request
that 8 VIP passes be put aside for her
— that she would pick up at the
upcoming freeholder meeting. VIP
passes allow “special guests” access
to catered refreshments and the best
viewing area in the venue. One has to
wonder just who Ms Kowalski was
using her position to entertain that
particular evening with the bill being
footed by the taxpayers.
By now, almost everyone in Union
County has learned of Angel Estrada,
a sitting Union County Freeholder,
manager of the Elizabeth office of the
MVC, and his role in the affairs of
Attorney General Zulima Farber,
which cost her a job. The state Ethics
Board is currently investigating to
determine if Mr. Estrada used his
position for the personal benefit of
himself or his friends. If that is found
to be the case he could face fines, loss
of his job, elected office and possible
criminal charges.
After the Stewart trial one of the
jurors said, “This is a victory for the
little guys.” The GOP candidates for
Freeholder — Quattrocchi, Mortimer
and Barabas want the “little guys” to
know that they themselves can put an
end to this madness and restore ethics
to Union County government by supporting us on Election Day.

WF Women’s Club
Supports N.O. Libraries
WESTFIELD –New Orleans Public Library System President William
Settoon recently thanked the Women’s
Club of Westfield Literature Department for raising $500 to contribute to
rebuilding efforts. Eight of its twelve
branches were ruined during Hurricane Katrina. So far two have reopened; their progress is online at
nutrias.org.
The Women’s Club can be reached
at 233-4856.

“We will always continue to search diligently and
intelligently for new wines.”

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
OPEN LABOR DAY: 9am to 5pm

Roux Pere & Fils
Pommard Burgundy
$37.99

From Everywhere at Every Price
Herding Cats
Cabernet / Shiraz
$8.99

Henry Varnay
Blanc de Blanc
$11.99

Domaine de
Regusse Muscat
Moelleux $9.99

A perfect wine for a
Labor Day Picnic. A not
too heavy blend from the
historic Western Cape
Region of South Africa.
The Cabernet (80%)
provides nice cherry and
cassis tones and just
enough structure. The
Shiraz adds black fruit, a
dash of black pepper and
some mid-palate stuffing.
A medium rare
cheeseburger would
be perfect.

A crisp refreshing
sparkling wine from
France. Lots of ripe
forward fruit that moves
well into the mid-palate.
The finish is long, clean
and dry. Try it with a
slice of peach as a
perfect start to a party.
Works well in Kir and
Mimosa too.

The perfect goodbye to
the summer. Grown in
the south of France
near the Mediterranean
Sea, this is light and a
bit sweet, but in
absolutely perfect
balance. Easy to drink
with gentle flavors all
around. Melon and
lemon zest with hints
of flowers. Try it with
light fare before dinner,
or after a good meal
with some fresh fruit.

Pommard is one of the greatest and most historic
regions in Burgundy. The Roux is filled with
berries, earth tones and floral hints. It is a great
bargain example of one of the world’s best areas.
Try it with a rich pork dish. Buy two because this
will age for another ten years.
Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys $17.99 750ml
Romana Sambuca $17.99 750ml
Kahlua $15.99 750ml
Southern Comfort $13.99 750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno $18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka

THE ONLY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN TOWN
16 Prospect Street, Westfield 908-232-7320
LUNCH: Tues. – Sat. DINNER: Tues. – Thurs. • 5:00pm – 9:30pm
Fri. – Sat. • 5:00pm – 10:00pm Sun. • 4:30pm – 8:30pm

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

10

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

DAY SPECIAL!
% LABOR
Any 2 bottles of wine
OFF
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only. Expires 09/06/06

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

20

%
OFF

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Absolut 80 $32.99 1.75L
Ketel One $34.99 1.75L
Grey Goose $26.99 750ml
Smirnoff $19.99 1.75L
Stolichnaya $30.99 1.75L
Skyy $24.99 1.75L
Wolfschmidt $13.99 1.75L
Gordons $14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label $29.99 1.75L
Chivas Regal $53.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black $56.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red $29.99 1.75L
Clan MacGregor $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels $35.99 1.75L
Jim Beam $24.99 1.75L
Seagrams 7 $15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire $34.99 1.75L
Tanqueray $30.99 1.75L
Hendricks $27.99 750ml
Beefeater $26.99 1.75L
Gordons $14.99 1.75L
Seagrams $15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum

Captain Morgan $24.99 1.75L
Bacardi Silver $19.99 1.75L
Bacardi Gold $19.99 1.75L
Malibu $23.99 1.75L
Mix & Match
is O.K.
Sale items are
excluded.
750ml only.

%
10OFF
Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.
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Food Donation Program
Marks First Anniversary

SCENIC SETTING…John Taylor of Westfield is pictured seated in The Presbyterian Church in Westfield’s Memorial Garden, which he enhanced with the help
of fellow Boy Scouts and church members as part of his Eagle Scout project. He
is a member of Troop 72, which meets at the church, and will be a freshman at
Westfield High School next month.

Local Boy Scout Enhances
Gardens as Eagle Project
WESTFIELD – As his Eagle Scout
project, 14-year-old John Taylor recently created new designs for several garden areas surrounding The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
led fellow scouts and church members in completing the work.
John, who will be a freshman in
September at Westfield High School,
is the son of Susan and Jet Taylor of
Westfield. His renewal of the church’s
Memorial Garden included installation of a teak park bench and new
shrubs.
Additionally, new trees, shrubs and
flowering plants in beds surrounding
the church and in its parking lot were
put in place. The church is located at
Broad Street and Mountain Avenue.
In planning his project, John con-

sulted David Rogers, chairman of
the church committee on buildings
and grounds; Claudia Heffner, a professional landscaper who also is the
church moderator; Ann Robinson, a
member of the church landscape
committee, and other congregation
members.
John revealed that he spent 175
man-hours on the project, “a little
more than my estimate,” he noted.
He said he raised the money himself
to pay for most of the project.
In June, John led members of his
Boy Scout Troop 72, which meets at
the church, and congregation members in installing the new garden features. The Eagle project is among the
requirements for those seeking to attain the highest rank in Boy Scouting.

CONTACT We Care Plans
Open House September 13
WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, a telephone crisis hotline, will
host an open house for potential
volunteers on Wednesday, September 13, at 7 p.m. in the lounge of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield.
The church is located at 170 Elm
Street.
To give visitors an idea of what
CONTACT training involves, Clinical Director Dave Manning and Training Director Sue Fasano will conduct
a refresher training course for current
volunteers during the event.
The training class, “Reflection of a
Caller,” is designed to hone telephone
workers’ skills in understanding and
empathizing with the plight of callers
who are coping with emotional disturbance – acute anxiety, anger, grief,
depression or other forms of distress.
The event will offer prospective
volunteers an opportunity to meet
current telephone workers and staff
members, as well as to learn what
volunteering on the telephone is like.
Light refreshments will be available.
The open house will take place
during National Suicide Prevention

Week (September 10 to 16) as part of
a nationwide effort to raise public
awareness of the resources available
to people at risk.
CONTACT, which has operated in
Union County for 31 years, is a member center of the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline (NSPL) and
takes calls on NSPL’s national
hotline, (800) 273-TALK. Locally,
it answers calls from those in need at
(908) 232-2880.
Volunteers field more than 8,000
calls a year from people in emotional
distress in a primary service area that
covers Union, Essex, Middlesex,
Somerset, Morris, Bergen and Passaic
Counties. An agency of Westfield
United Way and the United Way of
Greater Union County, CONTACT
additionally is supported by grants
from private and public foundations,
corporations, houses of worship, service organizations and individuals.
Those interested in volunteering or
attending the open house event are
asked to call the CONTACT business
office at (908) 301-1899 for more
information.

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Neighbor to
Neighbor,” a community program
created to generate increased donations to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Food Pantry, will celebrate its oneyear anniversary on Labor Day.
Many weeks during the past year,
the public’s generosity made it possible for Neighbor to Neighbor to
provide the local food pantry with
enough groceries to fill two shopping
carts, according to a program spokeswoman.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food
Pantry assists several dozen households in the two municipalities. These
individuals and families rely on donations to the local food pantry.
Donations may be put into the
marked collection bins near the inside entrances of either the Scotch
Plains Public Library or the Fanwood
Memorial Library or brought directly
to the Scotch Plains Municipal Building at 430 Park Avenue, where the
food pantry is housed.
Although Gary Herzberg, the
program’s creator, will be away at
college, his family will assume the
responsibilities for keeping “Neighbor to Neighbor” up and running.
Non-perishable foods, cleaning
products and health and beauty aids
are needed year-round. During September, back-to-school supplies also
will be welcome. Items needed for
the food pantry include:

Gem and Mineral Show
On Tap September 9
FANWOOD – The New Jersey
Mineralogical Society, Inc. will hold
its 35th annual Gem and Mineral
Show on Saturday, September 9, from
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Fanwood
train station, located at North Martine
and North Avenues. Admission is free.
Dealers will feature a large variety
of specimens, including fossils and
jewelry. The rain date is Sunday, September 10. For more information,
please call Russell Brarens at (732)
469-1047.

Author to Give Talk
To Cancer Survivors
AREA – Beverly Kirkhart, author
of “Chicken Soup for the Surviving
Soul” and “My Healing Companion,”
will be the guest speaker on Monday,
September 18, at 5:30 p.m. at the
Cancer Center at Overlook Hospital’s
monthly lecture series.
During her talk, entitled “Cancer:
Life’s Unexpected Teacher,” Ms.
Kirkhart will share her own experience with cancer to illustrate how survivors can embrace unexpected change
and maintain a positive outlook on life
that leads to personal growth.
This free event is designed for cancer survivors and their families. It will
be held in the Wallace Auditorium of
Overlook Hospital, located at 99
Beauvoir Avenue in Summit. Attendees should park in the West Garage.
To register for the program, please
call Kristen Scarlett, Licensed Professional Counselor, Oncology Services, at (908) 522-5255.

Personal products – shampoo, hair
conditioner, soap, deodorant, shaving supplies, moisturizing lotion,
toothpaste and mouthwash;
Paper products – toilet paper, napkins, paper towels, tissues.
Non-perishable foods – canned and
jarred fruit and vegetables, cereal, soup,
juice, Parmalat milk, rice, pasta, beef
stew, canned meals, peanut butter, jelly,
tea, coffee, ketchup, mustard.
Cleaning supplies – laundry detergent, various cleaning products.
Perishable and non-perishable
items, including fresh produce donated by home gardeners, also may
be brought to the Scotch Plains Municipal Building at 430 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains. They should be
brought directly to the tax assessor’s
office in Room 122. Items may be
dropped off there Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
For further specific information
concerning the food pantry, please
call Marie Davis at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at (908) 3226700, extension no. 204.

Cannonball House
To Be Open Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn
Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open to visitors on Sunday, September 3, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Built circa 1760, the saltbox farmhouse has been a museum since 1972
and is maintained by the Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
Costumed docents will give tours of
the museum and surrounding gardens.
There will be no admission fee.

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Feeding Difficulties
FANWOOD – The Union County
Chapter of Mothers & More will host
Maurya Farah, a speech language
pathologist for Children’s Specialized Hospital, at its Wednesday, September 6 meeting. The meeting will
be held at 8 p.m. at the Fanwood
Recreation Center, located at Forest
Road Park in Fanwood.
In an informal session entitled
“Feeding Difficulties,” Ms. Farah will
discuss the most common pitfalls for
picky eaters as well as strategies that
will help educate parents on what is
happening or can be happening with
their children’s food habits.
The meeting also will be an opportunity for interested persons in the
area to learn more about the chapter’s
other activities, which include
playgroups, mom’s night out, momand-tot outings and a book club.
A non-profit organization, Mothers & More champions the value and
necessity of mothers’ work to society,
both paid and unpaid, within and outside of the home. For more information about the meeting or Mothers &
More, please call Micheel at (908)
620-3202 or Vicki at (908) 259-1161
or access mothersandmore.org.
For Info on Clubs & Groups, see
goleader.com/organizations

MR. AND MRS. CHAD CHRISTIAN BELL
(She is the former Ms. Melissa Claire O’Neil)

Ms. Melissa Claire O’Neil
Weds Chad Christian Bell
Ms. Melissa Claire O’Neil, the
daughter of Maryadele and Patrick
O’Neil of Scotch Plains, was married on Saturday, June 24, to Chad
Christian Bell of Pasadena, Md. He
is the son of Deborah and Ron
Ballweg of Belcamp, Md. and John
and Cynthia Bell of Abingdon, Md.
The Reverend Elizabeth Y. Anderson-Domer officiated at the afternoon ceremony, which took place at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
A reception followed at The Grand
Summit Hotel in Summit.
Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a diamond white
Maggie Sottero gown. The strapless
bodice featured a wrapped, pleated
waist and corset back, while the Aline skirt fell to a chapel-length train
decorated with crystals and pearls.
The bride also wore a tiara of
crystals and pearls and a fingertip
veil adorned with crystals. She carried a white and ivory bouquet of
calla lilies, roses, stephanotis and
orchids.
Dr. Anjalee Galion of Fresno, Calif., formerly of Scotch Plains, was
the matron of honor for her longtime
friend. Ms. Sara Few of Catonsville,
Md., Ms. Rebecca Sokol of Ellicott
City, Md. and Ms. Jessica Hunter of
Glen Gardner, friends of the bride;
Ms. Laura O’Neil of Fanwood, a
cousin of the bride, and Ms. Briana
Bell of Abingdon, Md., the sister of
the bridegroom, were bridal attendants.
All wore strapless, rose-colored,
full-length dresses with crystals on
the bodice and a corset back, and
carried bouquets of rose-colored
calla lilies and light pink roses.
Miss Hannah McLaughlin of
Whiteford, Md., a cousin of the bridegroom, was the flower girl. She wore
a tea-length white dress with a ribbon around the waist that matched
the bridal attendants’ gowns, and
carried a basket of rose petals.
John Bell, 3rd, of Abingdon, Md.,
the bridegroom’s older brother, was
the best man. Serving as groomsmen

Central Square Mall
649 Central Avenue, Westfield • 631-355-3506

were Ryan Bell of Abingdon, Md.,
also a brother of the bridegroom;
Bryan Pope of Millersville, Pa., Jason Bone of Lusby, Md. and Joseph
McGee of Baltimore, Md., all friends
of the bridegroom, and Brian O’Neil
of Scotch Plains, the brother of the
bride.
Ms. Liane Donato of Abingdon,
Md., a friend of the bride and bridegroom, and Mrs. Jeanne Gionfriddo
of Neptune City, an aunt of the bride,
did scripture readings. Mrs. Kathleen
Rankin of Lopatcong, also an aunt
of the bride, was the soloist.
A 1997 graduate of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, the bride
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Dance from Towson University in Maryland in 2001. She is a
dance instructor at Broadneck High
School in Annapolis, Md. and dances
professionally with The Collective,
a modern dance company based in
Baltimore.
The bridegroom, a 1997 graduate
of Bel Air High School in Bel Air,
Md., attended the Bradley Academy
of Visual Arts in York, Pa. He is
employed with Advantage Signs and
Graphics in Dundalk, Md.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner at
Ferraro’s of Westfield the evening
before the wedding.
The bridal party hosted a bridal
shower on May 13 at Giovanna’s
Restaurant in Plainfield. Another
shower was held on April 22 in
Churchville, Md. at the home of Mrs.
Pam Conley, a friend of the
bridegroom’s mother.
Following a wedding trip to St.
Lucia, the couple resides in Pasadena, Md.

Martins Welcome
Abigail Grace
Ted and Jennifer Martin of Chandler, Ariz. have announced the birth of
their daughter, Abigail Grace Martin,
on Monday, July 31, at 7:18 a.m. at
Banner Desert Hospital in Mesa, Ariz.
Abby weighed 6 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 19 inches in
length at birth.
She joins her brother, Matthew
Edward, age three-and-a-half.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are John and Anne Chropuvka of
Monroe Township.
Her paternal grandparents are Edward and Marion Martin of Westfield.
Anna Chropuvka of Staten Island,
N.Y. is Abby’s maternal great-grandmother.

Looking for a HIGHER VIEW?
Tune in to Christian Science Sentinel – Radio Edition
SUNDAYS AT 7:00 A.M. ON WOR RADIO (710AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio
• September 3 – Living in the Love of God
• September 10 – Countering Terrorism on the Front Lines of Your Own Thought
• September 17 – Finding Our Safety in God – While Traveling and at All Times
• September 24 – God’s Children – Never Identified with Disease or Sin
For additional information on Christian Science visit:
tfccs.com • spirituality.com • csmonitor.com • marybakereddylibrary.org

25th Anniversary Special

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts...
That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.
Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450

732.462.3898

www.bellini.com
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The Conundrum of Comfort:
Why Is God So Generous?
By BRIAN NICKLAUS
Echo Lake Church of Christ

Do you ever question the good
things that happen in life? If you stub
your toe, get a flat tire or anything
worse, you are likely to cry, “Why
me?”, curse the dog, yell at your
spouse and blame God. But whenever something good happens, we
just expect it, enjoy it and move on.
I heard a woman on the radio talking about the hard times she had been
through. She lost her sight and then
her husband to a rare form of cancer
in a short period of time, but she never
asked the “why me?” question. She
thought, “Why not me? Why should I
be exempt from suffering and tragedy? Why should I be special?” It was
a striking statement: “Why not me?”
Many books have been written on
the “Problem of Evil, Pain, etc.” Why
do things like 9/11 happen? Why do
we have things like cancer, car accidents and hurricanes? These questions keep us awake at night. They
keep some from believing in God.
These are legitimate questions and I
believe there are some good responses
to be found in the Bible and other
places. But I think we are asking the
wrong questions.
I am more amazed at the comfort
and good in the world. Where does it
come from? Especially if one doesn’t
believe in God as a source of goodness, how do we explain the wealth,
kindness and altruism that exist? Sure,
there isn’t enough of it in most places,
but why is there any at all? Why are
we blessed to live in a great town in a
great country? Why are so many of us
blessed with cars, TVs, computers,
nice homes, etc.?

Single People Invited
To Join Sunday Group
WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married individuals are invited to join a singles discussion group
that meets on Sundays at 9 a.m. at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.
Meetings will be held on September
3, 10, 17 and 24. The non-denominational group focuses on issues related
to single living, fostering friendships
and sharing experiences. Coffee, cake
and bagels are served and a $2 donation is requested. All are welcome.
Group members also take part in
winter movie nights, picnics and holiday get-togethers. For more information, please call Lil at (908) 889-4751
or Ed at (908) 232-4159.

Willow Grove to Present
Course on Christianity

Sure, we work hard, but we also
take days off, we go to the shore, the
theater, the ballgame. We take vacations to Florida or even Europe. We
enjoy so much. We assume we deserve
it. We even say that we worked hard
for it. But if we weren’t so arrogant,
we might have to ask, “Why me?”
Believing in God doesn’t necessarily
clear up this conundrum. If God is Holy
and Perfect and Infinite as the Bible
teaches, why would He look down with
any favor on me – a pathetic, sinful,
finite creature? Why is life easy? William Law lived over 200 years ago and
he asked, “How many saints has adversity sent to Heaven? And how many
poor sinners has prosperity plunged
into everlasting misery?” Wealth and
comfort take many people away from
God. We are complacent and don’t
think that we need Him. So why would
he bless us so much?
You can ponder the problem of pain
all you like, but I can’t get my mind
around this conundrum of comfort.
*******
Mr. Nicklaus is the minister at the
Echo Lake Church of Christ, located
at 419 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

All Saints’ to Welcome
Russian Vocal Group
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,
September 9, at 7 p.m., a Russian a
cappella vocal group called LYRA,
from St. Petersburg, will perform in
Lea Hall at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.
The group consists of six members
– three female and three male – who
are educated either as opera singers
or as choir conductors in the St. Petersburg Conservatory.
Their repertoire consists of sacred,
folk and secular Russian choir music,
as well as romances and arias from the
operas of Russian composers. LYRA
performs the works of Bortnjansky,
Chesnokov, Gretchaninov, Stravinsky,
Taneev,
Tchaikovsky
and
Rakhmaninov, among others.
This show will mark LYRA’s return to All Saints’, as they previously
performed there in 2004. The church
is again one of about 50 stops in the
group’s tour along the east coast during the late summer and early fall.
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10
for children age 12 and under. For
more information, please call the
church at (908) 322-8047. Additional
information about LYRA, including
samples of the group’s music, can be
found at www.lyra-online.org.

Scotch Plains Golden Agers
To Kick Off New Season
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will start
another year on Thursday, September
7, with newly elected officers including President Jean DeTorre, Vice
President Jeanette Rotella, Treasurer
Mary DeJesso and Secretary Ilse
Heinemeyer.
The club will start the new trip year
with a visit to Ehrhardt’s in Lake
Wallenpaupack, Pa. on Thursday,
September 28. Tickets are $54, which
covers the cost of a luncheon, variety
show, bus ride and a train ride to view
the fall foliage.
As usual, the bus will leave from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building parking lot, located at 430 Park Avenue, at
8:30 a.m. that day. All are welcome.
On Thursday, September 21, Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte will
explain the workings of the surrogate
court and how it affects people’s lives.
The Golden Agers offers senior
citizens an opportunity to meet with
their peers, share ideas, interact and
gather information to enhance daily
living. The club meets weekly on
Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.
Members are invited to provide suggestions for activities and free luncheons
are provided at least one week during
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each month. Special speakers present
information on a variety of topics.
Membership, theater, musical reviews and activity trips are available
to everyone. For trip details, please
call Jean DeTorre at (908) 889-4121
or Mary DeJesso at (908) 654-4512.
Membership information is available
by calling Marge Van Duyne at (908)
889-4121.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents
are invited to attend a three-week
discussion series entitled “Christianity 101” at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.
Sessions will focus on the key reasons for believing in Christianity.
Among the questions to be discussed
during the series are: “What Is the
Meaning of Life?”; “Who Is Jesus?”
and “Why Did Jesus Die?”
Individuals may attend sessions on
Fridays, September 8, 15 and 22, at
9:30 a.m.; Sundays, September 10,
17 and 24, at 11:45 a.m. or Tuesdays,
September 12, 19 and 26, at 7:15 p.m.
The first week’s discussion will explore “Christianity: Boring, Untrue
and Irrelevant?” Participants are invited to share their thoughts, feelings
and questions regardless of their viewpoints or backgrounds.
Discussions will be led and facilitated by two church member volunteers. The group format will be identical for the Friday, Sunday and Tuesday sessions; however, the discussion will vary based on what each

FRIENDS HAVING FUN…On June 15, members of Cub Scout Pack 172 finished
the year with a “Blue and White” dinner at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield. The scouts and their families enjoyed dinner, saw a slideshow reviewing the year’s highlights and played games for prizes. Awards also were handed
out as the culmination of the evening’s festivities.

Union County Torah Center
To Hold Children’s Events
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center of Westfield has announced that it is accepting registration for its Mommy and Me Program
and Story Time, both of which will
begin sessions next month.
Mommy and Me is a parent/child
class for youngsters 18 months to
two-and-a-half years old. Participants will have an opportunity to
socialize, sing, dance and enjoy arts
and crafts, all with a Jewish flavor.
Story Time is a program for those
ages three to five years old. Children
will hear a story, do a craft and have
a snack during the 45-minute sessions, all featuring a Jewish theme.
Participants will have a chance to
make new friends while learning
about Jewish traditions and holidays.
Registration for both classes is
underway for the Fall/Winter Session. Mommy and Me will be held

Parkinson’s Group Sets
September 11 Meeting
WESTFIELD – Following a summer break, the Westfield Parkinson’s
Disease Support Group will resume
its fall schedule on Monday, September 11, with a meeting at 1:30 p.m. in
the Parish House Lounge of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue.
Kathleen Nahill, a Registered Nurse
with Clinical Business Solutions
(CBS), will be the guest speaker. CBS
was contracted by Vernalis Pharmaceuticals Inc. to create a nursing support program for one of its products
used to treat Parkinson’s disease. Ms.
Nahill will discuss “off” times, what
causes them and current treatment
options.
Persons with Parkinson’s disease
and/or their caregivers are invited to
attend this meeting, which is offered
free of charge. Light refreshments
will be served.
The group regularly meets on the
second Monday of each month. For
more information, please call Barbara Ringk at (908) 322-9214 or the
church office at (908) 233-0301.

.

three times a month on Thursdays
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. beginning
on September 14. Story Time will
take place on Mondays from 2 to
2:45 p.m. starting on September 11.
The cost for each program is $100
for 10 sessions. Classes will be held
at Just Babies Daycare, located at 462
West Broad Street in Westfield.
For more details and to receive a
registration form, please call (908) 7895252 or e-mail info@torahcenter.org.

person brings to the table.
Each 90-minute session will be held
in Alexander Hall (the room at the end
of the second floor hallway) and will
begin with food and a video. Childcare
can be provided at a nominal cost if
requested in advance. Children may
eat with the adults before going downstairs with childcare providers.
Those who require babysitting are
asked to call the church, which will
try and accommodate their needs.
To learn more about the program and
to register, interested persons are asked
to call August at (908) 889-5948 and
leave their name and telephone number
for a return call. For additional information about Willow Grove, please call
the church office Monday through Friday at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or access
www.willowgrovechurch.org.

First Baptist Church
To Begin ‘KIDMO’
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will begin a new interactive multimedia curriculum for grades
1 through 5 on Sunday, September
10, at 10:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Entitled “KIDMO,” for “Kids in
Motion,” the program features the
fast-paced humor of teacher Johnny
Rogers on video. Children perform
motions as they sing along with energetic worship music; play interactive
games in lighthearted team competition and memorize Bible verses.
The children also settle into quieter
learning in small groups that help
them apply the Bible to their lives. A
take-home study guide reinforces the
lessons and lets parents know exactly
what their children are learning.
This program will be open to the
public each Sunday from September
10 through October 8 from 10:15 to
11:30 a.m. Parents may observe or
visit the sanctuary for the Sunday
morning blended worship service,
which also begins at 10:15 a.m. Newcomers are welcome to sample the
program without making any commitment to the First Baptist Church.
There is no fee, but registration is
required. For more details, please contact the church office at (908) 233-2278
or firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Seniors Invited to Take
Trip to Thayer Hotel
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Committee will present a trip to the Thayer
Hotel in West Point, N.Y. on Wednesday, October 18, for a luncheon and
musical performance.
Registration will begin on Tuesday, September 12, for Scotch Plains
residents and Monday, September 18,
for non-residents. All registrations
must be made during regular office
hours in the township’s Recreation
Office, Room 113 of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, located at 430
Park Avenue.
A luncheon featuring soup, green
and other cold salads, cold cuts, a
cheese platter, top sliced sirloin of
beef, chicken, penne, cakes and pies
with coffee or tea will be served with
the performance starting at noon.
During the performance, entitled
“From Gospel to Gershwin,” leading
artists from Broadway, film and television will be showcased in a program of inspirational, traditional and
popular songs.
Participants will board the bus,
which will leave promptly at 9:45
a.m., from the rear of the municipal
building. They will return at approximately 5:30 p.m.
As with past sponsored trips, the
Township of Scotch Plains will underwrite the bus charter. The cost per
person is $40 for Scotch Plains residents. Space permitting, non-residents will be accepted at a cost of $42
per person.
For further details, please call (908)
889-2084 or (908) 322-6700, extension no. 20.

Historical Society Plans
More Hoffman Stories
WESTFIELD – Continuing a program from July, members of the
Westfield Historical Society will read
more stories from The Olde Towne
historic books of Westfield historian
Robert V. Hoffman at the society’s
First Wednesday Luncheon. The luncheon will take place on September
6 at noon at B.G. Fields Restaurant,
located at 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.
Chronologically listing the period
from the late 1600s through the late
1920s and using excerpts of items
from both local and statewide newspapers, Mr. Hoffman said he took
what had been used before as incidents in general history and wove
them into historic tales. He said that
so far as he knew, they were all based
on historic fact and all depicted the
simple homely annals of honest,
God-fearing country people. His
three Old Towne books were published between 1937 and 1947.
A telephone committee of the society will contact regular attendees
of the luncheon to verify their reservations. Space permitting, others also
may attend. Interested persons are
asked to call (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Tuesday, September 5.

Blood Drive to Be Held
At YMCA on Sept. 25
AREA – New Jersey Blood Services representatives will be at the
YMCA of Eastern Union County,
Rahway Branch for a blood drive on
Monday, September 25, from 3 to 8
p.m. The Rahway Branch is located
at 1564 Irving Street in Rahway. To
register or to obtain more information, please call (800) 933-2566.
Walk-ins also will be welcome the
day of the event.
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Embroidery Customer
Of The Week

Discover our lifelong learning programs
Learn about our social action activities and
worship opportunities
Enjoy being a part of our caring community
Join us at our upc0ming prospective member event:

What an incredible, opportunity to purchase the world’s finest mattress!
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 1893.
Shifman ultra premium sets are entirely handmade in the USA featuring natural cotton
upholstery, a unique hand-tufting technique and 8-way hand-tied boxsprings.
So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping.

Open House Shabbat Hallelu
Friday, September 8th

Mike Reutlinger
Fast Frame

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street
908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com

7:15 P.M. Meet and greet members, clergy and staff.
7:45P.M. Our musical Shabbat service featuring
contemporary Jewish music and
Israeli dancing.
9:15P.M. Congregational Oneg Shabbat

Call us if you have any questions or would like membership information
and ask for Carolyn Shane at 908-232-6770 ext. 114 or cshane@tewnj.org
TEMPLE EMANU-EL , 756 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
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Savings off maufacturers sugg. retail.

BANCROFT
SUGG.
RETAIL

TWIN ea. pc. 260
FULL ea. pc. 380

C R Y S TA L

SUGG.
50%
RETAIL
OFF
$129 TWIN ea. pc. 360
$189 FULL ea. pc. 490
QUEEN set
1120
KING set
1740

50%
OFF
$179
$245
$559
$869

JADE
SUGG.
RETAIL

50%
OFF
TWIN ea. pc. 490 $245
FULL ea. pc. 620 $309
QUEEN set 1470 $735
KING set
2190 $1095

*SAVOY
SUGG.
RETAIL

TWIN ea. pc.
FULL ea. pc.
QUEEN set
KING set

1010
1220
2660
3820

50%
OFF
$505
$609
$1329
$1909

* S AT U R N
SUGG.
RETAIL

TWIN ea. pc.
FULL ea. pc.
QUEEN set
KING set

1160
1410
3100
4440

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

50%
OFF
$579
$705
$1549
$2219
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CORBO, BOONE BLAST HR; STRANIERO 3 HITS, 3 RBI

L & G Mows Down Antone’s
In U. C. 50+ A Division, 16-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-seeded
Lombardi
&
Greenkeepers used the long ball to
subdue second-seeded Antone’s Pub
& Grill, 16-3, in Game 1 of the best-ofthree championship series in the A
Division of the Union County Senior
50+ Softball League at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains on August 24. L&G
mowed down the Pub men with a 22hit bombardment, which included four
triples and two home runs.
L&G’s Angelo Corbo crunched a

Santiago (run scored) cracked an RBI
triple. Tony Williams (RBI), Larry
“Yogi 2” Berra and Steve Ferro each
singled and scored a run, Keith Gibbons (run scored) went 2-for-3 and
Steve Pietrucha went 1-for-1.
The Pub men tapped L&G for 10
hits. Don Montefusco doubled,
singled and scored twice. Dave
“Duck” Ball quacked a pair of RBI
singles and George Brokaw went 2for-3 with an RBI. Tom DeRocco
(run scored), Ron Kulick, Vic Gorman
and Carl Rider each poked a single.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG EVENING AT THE PLATE…L&G slugger Tom Straniero slapped three
singles, scored twice and had three RBI in Game 1 against Antone’s Pub & Grill.

solo blast and added a pair of RBI
sacrifice flies. Malcolm Boone (2for-2, 2 runs scored) also bashed a
solo homer and leadoff hitter Tom
Strainiero slapped three singles,
scored twice and had three RBI. Brian
Williams hit safely in all three of his
at bats and Bill Reichle had a pair of
RBI singles and scored a run. Frank
Pepe pummeled an RBI triple, singled
and scored twice. Karl Grossmann
(run scored) and Tom Lombardi each
smacked a two-run triple and Monty

Defensively, L&G third baseman
Lombardi grabbed a line drive and
fired to first base to complete a double
play and Boone smothered a steaming grounder to make a fine putout at
first. Antone’s shortstop Joe Viso performed two slick putouts and mound
man Brokaw absorbed a hard hopper
and fired to first for the putout.
The Pub men got a little jump in the
top of the first when Ball and Brokaw
tapped back-to-back RBI singles to
take a 2-0 lead. L&G answered with

Corbo’s solo blast.
“He’s a hitting machine! He bats
about .700 each year,” commented
L&G’s Pietrucha.
As Antone’s walked in to bat in the
second, Gary Weiss chanted, “That’s
one inning! We won that inning. Let’s
get two!”
But after no Pub men managed to
score, it was L&G who won the inning with two runs after Santiago
thumped his RBI triple and Reichle
rapped an RBI single. L&G then took
a 6-2 lead with three runs in the third.
Boone hammered his solo homer
down the right field line, Pepe peppered an RBI triple and Corbo
launched his first RBI sac fly.
As L&G entered the field in the
fourth, Tony Williams cautioned his
teammates, “Lot of game left!”
Montefusco drilled a leadoff double
and Ball brought him home with an
RBI single to make the score 6-3. In
the bottom of the fifth, however, the
Greenkeepers made grooves in the
terrain heading home with six runs on
seven hits, which included Straniero’s
two-run single and Lombardi’s tworun triple, to seize a 12-3 lead. The
stunned Pub men could not splash the
plate in the sixth but L&G plated four
more runs in the bottom of the inning,
capped by Grossmann’s two-run triple
between the outfielders in right.
As the Pub men came to the plate in
the seventh, L&G’s Tony Williams
shouted, “Defense! Let’s close the door.”
Slam!
Antone’s Pub
L&G

200 100 0
123 064 x

3
16

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 14
The ninth annual All-Corbin
Team will appear in the September 14 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
may include youth baseball.

STRANIERO, VANDERHEYDEN BELT 2-RUN HOMERS

Blaise Burns St. Nicks, 12-7,
In St. Bart’s Angels Playoffs
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Blaise has had season-long difficulties fielding enough players and,
on several occasions, had to play with
just eight men. However, the Blaisers
managed to scrape up 10 players who
put it all together to burn St. Nicholas, 12-7, in the first round of the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League Angels Division playoffs at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 25.
The Blaisers mounted a 19-hit attack and ambushed the unsuspecting
St. Nicks in the second inning with a
10-run bombardment that they were
unable to answer with adequate emphasis. Blaiser leadoff hitter Tom
Straniero slapped a pair of singles and
clobbered a two-run home run and
teammate Pete Vanderheyden (2-for4, 2 runs scored) backed that up with a
two-run homer. Shon Briggs (3 RBI)
and Dave Hill each went 3-for-4 and
scored a run. Jeff Goodman tapped a
pair of singles and scored twice, Nate
Mangiris (RBI) and Marty Bernstein
each singled twice and scored a run
and Kelly Larson singled and scored
twice. Gregg Swidersky plopped an

RBI single and scored once.
St. Nick’s entire roster showed up
for the game and totaled 16 hits, which
included four doubles. Team Captain
Nick DiNizo went 3-for-3 with a
double, a run scored and an RBI.
Dangerous Damon Roth ripped a tworun double, walked and scored twice.
Lou Messano (double) and Mike
Walch each went 2-for-3 and Jim
Reilly added a pair of singles. Frank
Chupko, who doubled, just missed
getting a triple when he was gunned
down just before touching third. Joe
Scarfuto (run scored), Glen Walz, Ken
Blaes and Steve Polak all singled and
had an RBI. Al Weber singled and
Jeff Friedlander scored a run.
Blaiser third baseman Anthony
Giannaci absorbed a pair of steaming
line drives and was on the tail end of
the putout on Chupko. Nick man Walz
made two fine catches in leftfield.
From his position on the mound,
Chupko initiated a second-to-first

Reading is Good For You

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
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double play and second baseman
Walch also initiated a second-to-first
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING THE COMPETITION SERIOUSLY…The Blue Devil soccer boys get into some intense action during an
intersquad scrimmage at Kehler Stadium on August 24.

MATTES, BARBA NAMED BLUE DEVIL CO-CAPTAINS

Senior Dominated Blue Devils
Expect Success in Boys Soccer
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing with a 12-7 record will
not be good enough for this season’s
Westfield High School boys soccer
team. Featuring a large number of
veteran seniors, several veteran juniors and a fine group of talented sophomores, the Blue Devils have good reason to expect a very successful season.
To add a little flare to their style of
soccer, several of the Blue Devil boys
and their parents, along with Keith
Hertell (founding member of the
Westfield Soccer Association),
Eduardo Paulo (Brazilian National
and coach) and Blue Devil Head

tains. Last year, Barba, who was selected All-Union County First Team,
played nearly every position on the
team, and Mattes’ scoring proficiency
took some pressure off the defense
that had to withstand a heavy burden
the past several years.
“We have some depth. Last year,
we were hit by injuries hard. We had
to bring up some kids from JV’s. This
year, we certainly don’t want injuries
but, if they occur, we can fill quite a
few spots,” said Kapner.
Last year, the Blue Devils, however, did manage to recover in time to
register a 2-1, double-overtime vicCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F Lady Raiders Enjoyed
Brazilian Soccer Experience
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several years ago, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School soccer
girls approached Head Coach Kevin
Ewing and inquired about the possibly of going somewhere outside of
the country to play soccer, just like
the boys. This summer the dream
became a reality.
Sixteen girls, two coaches and three
chaperones hopped on the plane and
headed for San Paolo, Brazil on August 6 for 10 days with the focus on

learning life lessons of another culture, while preparing for the upcoming soccer season.
“The timing was right, lots of parents became involved. We had a successful fundraiser and we had incredible community support. We organized the trip through a group known
as ‘Brazilian Institute of Futbol’ with
Westfield resident Keith Hertell, a
former Raider girls soccer coach,”
said Ewing who added, “Ed Zazzalli
and John Appazato spearheaded and
coordinated much of the fundraising

efforts along with John DelMauro,
Mike LaForge the accountant incharge and John Mains who donated
lots of time and money. All of the
parents were huge assets. Hopefully,
I did not forget anyone.”
According to Ewing in a typical
soccer, training day, “the girls would
have a two and one-half hour training
session with Brazilian A licensed
coaches after breakfast. After lunch,
there would be a game scheduled
against U17 or U19 teams, which
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

The area’s most comprehensive fitness and wellness center is under construction in Scotch Plains!

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

With this ad. Hurry, offer ends 10/6/06. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
First time visitors. Must be 21 years or older. Some restrictions apply.

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about
the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness
Center. Take advantage of our construction discounts as we discuss with you how
the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional instruction will help
you achieve all your fitness and health goals.
FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■ Over 200 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool
■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed
Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■ Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■ Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight
Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Coach George Kapner, spent 12 days
competing in Brazil.
“I went as the ‘Sage Observer’ and
Eduardo was the coach of the team. It
was an amazing experience to watch
the growth of our kids, the cultural
part of it and Tom Meredith’s letter –
Parent Finds Soccer Experience to
Be Beyond the Competition on page
13 of The Leader and The Times August 17 issue – in your publication
was right on target,” said Kapner.
On United States soil, senior striker
Chris Mattes, who shared the team’s
lead in scoring last year, and senior
midfielder Nick Barba, known as Mr.
Versatility, have been named co-cap-

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Our Information and Enrollment Center
is now open at our Scotch Plains location! Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd. Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100
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Devil’s Den

Secondary Again Primary Concern
For Blue Devils Football Team

The Devils’ Den

Has Returned

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRACTICING SHOTS ON GOAL…Blue Devil striker Dan Strauss rips a shot
toward the goal in practice.

Senior Dominated Blue Devils
Expect Success in Boys Soccer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

tory over rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in their second meeting, a team they
have not beaten for a decade.
“The injured players returned. Tom
(Breznitsky) has a great program, one
of the best in the state. I was stunned
how long it has been,” said Kapner.
“It’s not the purpose of the team to
beat Scotch Plains or Kearny. With
the quality we have this year, our
goals are to win championships.”
Expected to bring depth and experience in the backfield are seniors
Tom Parkinson, Todd Saunders, Kevin
Hennessey (Second Team All-Union
County) and Jim McManus. Sophomore Pat Tresnan is also expected to
contribute his talents.
Seniors Barba, Roberto Olivares,
Jon Ramalho, Andy Brill and Steve
Heine, along with junior Matt Gralla
are expected to head the midfield.
Seniors Mattes and Brian Nelson and
junior Dan Strauss will be the bulk of
the striker force.
“Nothing is set in stone. It’s way
too early in the year. We are a very
senior-dominated team. The sophomore class is very strong but the seniors are the very crux of this team,”
Kapner pointed out.
The Blue Devils also have two fine
goalkeepers in junior Greg O’Brien and
sophomore Mike Lessner who may share
responsibilities. Last year, O’Brien re-

corded four shutouts in 18 games and
totaled 112 saves while allowing 23
goals and Lessner is one of several multisport athletes on the roster.
“We are blessed with two goalkeepers,” said Kapner who added, “I
really believe in playing two sports.
It’s one of the things that I’m sad
about over the last decade or so that
individual application of sports has
become the norm. The competition is
so intense that a lot of these kids
really have no choice. Part of the
reason why soccer is on the rebound
is that we have soccer-only athletes.
That’s good for the program but it’s
kind of a shame, in my opinion, for
their education. We grew up playing
football during football season, basketball during basketball season and
baseball during baseball season, then
did whatever we wanted to do on any
given day in the summer.”
With three strong scrimmages –
Randolph, Pingry and Millburn – on
the agenda and an opening day game
with a fine New Providence team on
September 8, the Blue Devils expect
to be ready to meet the challenge.
“We are very pleased with what we
have seen so far. I see four or five guys
who have been putting the ball in with
some regularity but we will find out
when we get up against real opponents.”

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
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A year ago, one of the major areas
of concern for the WHS football team
was rebuilding a secondary. When
you play a 4-4 defense, as WHS has
done for the past 20-plus years, there
is a premium on talented players in
the three-man deep coverage, especially given the air-oriented offenses
of the 21st century.
That concern turned into a plus,
when Marcus Allen Graham tied the
school record with eight interceptions, while Terron Rogers, Will
Jenkins and Jayshawn King helped
make the concern into one of the
positives during a dreary 1-9 season.
It appears that the secondary is once
again a question mark area, especially
if you were at Monday’s three-way
scrimmage against Long Branch and
Bayonne. Both teams torched the Blue
Devils for long touchdown passes, including two 80-yarders on successive
plays by Long Branch.
Other than giving up a ton of big
plays through the air, WHS’s defense
was pretty solid. And the offense
moved the ball on the ground against
both clubs. Even without tackle Matt
Ince, center Josh Gribbon, linebacker
Jack Meagher, halfbacks Malcolm
Allen and Ricardo Johnson, and
mostly without tight end John Dugan,
WHS showed a nice ground game
with Ryan Yarusi and Pete (George)
Cornell in the first backfield, and
Terrell Simmons and Joe Vall-Llobera
in the second unit. Quarterback Tom
Bonard is a 48-minute threat and the
line of J.T. Sheehan, Santo Nardi, Joe
Schurig, Will Harbaugh and Tom
Wansaw (filling in for Ince) opened
big holes.
Vall-Llobera is, arguably, the best
athlete on the team, but he looked
better late in the scrimmage when he
was playing outside linebacker and
Sean Ferro was back at safety (he
started out at corner). By tomorrow’s
11:30 a.m. game scrimmage against
Livingston, the secondary will hopefully be straightened out.
Last year Yarusi was tried at safety
in the early scrimmages before the
coaches moved him to outside linebacker, where he had a big season. A
linebacker group of Vall-Llobera,
Harbaugh, Simmons andYarusi would
definitely be rugged. John DiIorio
filled in at DE for Ince and had a good
performance.
TIGERS ROAR
North Park Collegiate High School
of Branford, Ontario, had to play
“American football” when it visited
Massillon, Ohio, last Friday night for
the season opener. But the Trojans
could have used 12 players (maybe
even 13) and it wouldn’t have mattered. North Park is a decent team,
and will probably go 7-3, 8-2. But it
took a 68-6 shellacking against the
powerful Tigers.
It was another trip into the past for
the Devil’s Den, as he joined nearly
10,000 fans at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium. The winning 50-50 ticket
brought the winner $2,853.00. To put
that in perspective, it’d be great if
WHS had 10,000 fans and $2,853 for
the total of all four home games this
season! And this was an August 25
game against a team from Canada!
Every football field I passed on the

way out and on the way back had
lights. Imagine that. In Westfield,
somebody complains about the lights
and the idea is dropped. It seemed
like every town I passed through on
the drive home, along Route 6 in
upper Ohio and Pennsylvania, had
“Welcome To” signs, adding “Home
of … Coach Chuck Daly … state
wrestling champion … the Meadville
Marauders, state hockey champions
(lists years)” and on and on. The
towns really take pride in their local
high school and its accomplishments.
Downtown Massillon features streets
like: silent pictures actress Lillian
Gish Boulevard, (the Yankees’ Old
Reliable) Tommy Henrich Drive,
Dave Canary (Bonanza) Drive.
Westfield does have Paul Robeson
Corner (on Downer Street, where the
controversial athlete/actor helped
build the A.M.E. church for his father
almost 100 years ago), but you have
to think most people in town either
don’t know who he is or, more likely,
would rather not have something
named after him.
Football in Ohio/West Virginia is
on another level. One newspaper’s
preseason football guide was 156
pages! High school football makes
the cover of every newspaper in the
state, including prestigious ones like
the Cleveland Plain-Dealer and Akron Beacon-Journal.
This was my fifth trip to a Massillon
opener, and things have always been
exciting, and first class. The Tiger
Swing Band got two standing ovations for an amazing show (I can
never hear “Tiger Rag” without thinking Massillon.)
Just one thing, why couldn’t Kirk
Herbstreit have matched up Don
Bosco Prep with Massillon in his
eight-team Ohio vs. USA shootout
on Sept. 16 in Cincinnati. Instead,
Bosco gets a decent Centerville team,
while Massillon plays Hamilton High
of Chandler, Ariz. (Hamilton is an
eight-year-old school with a 91-11
record, and trips to the Arizona state
final four of the last five years.) The
Don Bosco fans make it tough for
most football fans to go onto the
nj.com football forum, unless they
want to read about Don Bosco. But
trust me, if Bosco ever played
Massillon, Don Bosco would be so
humbled and embarrassed that we’d
hopefully never have to read about
them again.
Oh, and for those in the Over-50
category who still remember their
“first” at a (now-defunct in New Jersey) drive-in movie, there are still several of them in existence in northeastern Ohio and northwestern Pennsylvania along Route 6. One had even
modernized, with three-screen tri-plex!
40 YEARS LATER
Bob Dylan’s latest album just came
out and is titled “Modern Times.” It
got a five-star review in Rolling Stone.
Amazingly, it was released almost on
the anniversary of the 1965 release of
his “Highway 61 Revisited” classic.
That would be one of the greatest
records ever if it ended after the first
song — Like a Rolling Stone, the alltime greatest in these eyes (and ears).
NO MR. FANTASY
Nobody will ever accuse me of

being a fan of rotissiere (fantasy)
sports, whether it is baseball, football, poker, auto racing, basketball,
hockey or whatever. (And you can
definitely include “reality’’ in that
dislike.) And it is more than a bit
mind-boggling to go to the “sports”
section of a magazine area in any
Barnes & Noble or Borders store and
see three or four more times as many
fantasy football guides than regular
college or pro guides. But people are
like lemmings, and they’ll go for
whatever the ESPN videots decide
can bring in viewers.
MERCHANTS PHOTO
The Den is looking for an old team
photo of the Westfield Merchants
baseball team, from the mid-1960s

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMER DREAMS AND WARM MEMORIES…Sixteen Scotch PlainsFanwood Lady Raider Soccer girls enjoyed 10 days of concentrated technical
soccer training and sightseeing in San Paola, Brazil in preparation for the
upcoming season.

SP-F Lady Raiders Enjoyed
Brazilian Soccer Experience
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

actually were minor league teams in
a professional league. Sometimes we
would play a friendly game against
another group.”
The Raiders found that the Brazilian girls possess a higher skill level
because they play sometimes three to
four times daily.
“In the USA, we do not participate at
that level. Our kids know where to go
on the field but in terms of skill work,
the Brazilians outclassed us by far. They
are so soccer orientated and it’s almost
like religion to them,” said Ewing.
As to game technique, Ewing explained the concentration focuses on
four elements: physical, mental, tactical and technical aspects of soccer.
“That is what the coaches instilled in
the players.”
Technical training skills taken back
to Scotch Plains-Fanwood include:
learning to correctly get lots of touches
on the ball, moving the ball quickly
with one and two-touch passing and
lots of movement off the ball to get
oneself set in the right position.
“There were so many very nice
people we met there and we’ll never
forget them,” said senior Allie
Zazzalli. “At our first game, they had
eight coaches and every single one of
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era when Robert Turner was the manager. I know they won a Union
County or Plainfield Twilight league
title in the mid-1960s, and there were
photos in The Westfield Leader of
the team, plus one of Turner and
pitcher Joe DiFabio. I think maybe
Dwight Winn, Dennis Burke, Marty
Howarth, Eddie Thorne, Charlie
Widmer, Rob Schram and Joe Wiendl
were also on the team. If anybody
has a photo, or photos, please contact me at the address at end of the
Devil’s Den.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season, Please contact us
with comments, ideas or complaints
at bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

them gave us advice, so, as a result we
came back with a entire new formation to play with. We have become a
closer team than before and we look
forward that experience will show up
on the field.”
After an exhausting day of training, the girls did find time for fun and
enjoying the sights.
“Eight of the ten days were strictly
soccer related,” said Ewing. “The remaining days we went sightseeing
and visited some of the world famous
soccer stadiums. Santos was one facility where Pele played, the other,
Maracana, known as being the largest
soccer stadium in the world that holds
over 200,000 people. We visited the
Christ statue in Rio De Janeiro. On
the more fun side, the girls enjoyed
rock climbing, horseback riding,
swimming and surfing.”
Mike Cornachia acted as social director and introduced the kids to different people. Barbara Straniero and
Sharon LaForge provided some of
the funnier and lighter moments on
the trip. As to the language, “The girls
knew just a few phrases in Portuguese, so it was kind of challenging.
It was fun just watching how the kids
interacted with people off the field,”
said Ewing.
On the field, although the Brazilian
girls were a bit more serious with the
intensity set at a higher level, as soon
as the game ended, the girls embraced
one another and exchanged shirts
while trying to communicate the best
they could.
“It was a lot of fun,” said Ewing.
“Our kids realized how lucky they are
to live in a nice community such as
Scotch Plains and Fanwood while
seeing first hand how another culture
lives. Many of the kids we played
against struggle day-to-day in their
lives. It’s something they will remember the rest of their lives. All of the
girls are most thankful and appreciative for the support received from
their community.”
“Personally, I learned a lot as a
person and brought back many warm
memories home to America,” said
senior keeper Lauren Mains. “I was
able to take much of the Brazilian
soccer style back to America. Combined with our style and our chemistry, I believe it will really help us
during the season.”

EASTERN GYMNASTICS ACADEMY
Register NOW for FALL Classes

FREE TRIAL CLASS!
CALL TODAY (908) 272-2560!
Some of Our Programs
•Pre School (Mom & Tot, Tiny Tot, Kinder)
•Girls & Boys Recreational thru Advanced level classes
•Cheerleading Program (Competitive & NonCompetitive)
•Team Programs
• Birthday Parties
•Dance Studio offering:
Disney Princess, Tiny TuTu,
Tap, Jazz, Ballet, Hip Hop

Think about who you want for your U.S. Senator from New Jersey.
Then vote!
Tuesday, November 7, 2006
Public Service Announcement from
The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
goleader.com & timesnj.com

ADULT
PROFESSIONAL
STAFF

Ample parking with drive thru
for easy drop off and pick up.

One Commerce Dr., CRANFORD
908-272-2560
www.easterngymnastics.com
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SP-F Baseball 9s Complete
Remarkable Summer Season
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After completing the 2005 regular
season undefeated, the Scotch PlainsFanwood Gold 9-year-old Tournament Baseball Team wondered how it
could top that this year. The Gold did
just that by winning the New Jersey
State Championship.
The Raider Gold finished with an
overall 26-6 record but, more importantly, the Raiders captured the District 12 championship, the Northern
New Jersey State Championship and
finished in the highly competitive

ment held in Bayonne. SPF topped
South Plainfield, 11-4, in the finals
on July 29. This marked the first time
in recent memory that any Scotch
Plains-Fanwood youth team became
State Champions.
“Not only did the kids have the
opportunity to play against the best
teams in Northern New Jersey, they
were able to play on an all-turf field,
simulated ‘Green Monster’ left field
fence and play-by-play announcing
that made the State victory all the
more enjoyable,” said manager Scott
Rogers.

HAPPY WITH THE OUTCOME…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Gold 9-year old
Tournament team takes a moment to reflect on a remarkable season. The Raiders
finished, 26-6, were District 12 champions and North NJ State Champions and 22 in the Cal Ripken Regionals.

Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken Regional Tournament with a 2-2 record.
The Raider Gold opened the season by successfully defending its
Roselle Park Youth Baseball Tournament crown with a 4-0 record and the
Cranford Tournament title with a 7-0
record. Next, the team placed third in
the Clark Tournament, falling in the
semifinals to the AAU boys of Little
Silver.
These three tournaments prepared
the team well for the District 12 Tournament where the Raiders defeated
previously unbeaten Warren, 4-1, in
the finals at Booth Field in Scotch
Plains on July 15. Next came the
Northern New Jersey State TournaPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday, September 11, 2006 in Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for variance(s) from the requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.
Richard & Deanne Cheng, 705 Crescent Parkway, Seeking permission to
extend an existing 5 foot high fence into
the front yard contrary to Section 12.07c
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows the maximum height of a fence in
the front yard to be 4 feet. Proposed is 5
feet.
Philip Geron, 320 Lenox Avenue,
Seeking permission to enlarge the existing residential apartment by constructing
a one-story addition to the rear of the
building of approximately 404 square feet
contrary to the Land Use Ordinance. Plans
consist of a single sheet 1 of 2 (A-1) by
Ronald Meeks, Architect dated 5/1/05 and
revised 5/29/06.
Applicant is seeking an expansion of a
non-conforming use pursuant to MLUL
Section 40:55D-70d(2). Section 11.20A4
of the Land Use Ordinance states residential uses are permitted on the 2nd and/or
3rd floor in the same structure with a
permitted professional use on the first
floor. Applicant is proposing a residence
on the first floor.
Applicant is seeking the following
40:55 D-70c variances from the Land
Use Ordinance:
Section 11.20E7 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
rear yard setback of 50 feet. Present and
proposed is 24.5 feet.
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance states maximum allowable building coverage is 20% (2100
square feet.) Proposed is 27.6%.
Section 12.04 G of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance states the maximum all
improvements coverage is 50% (5250
square feet.) Proposed is 55% (5,755
square feet.)
Section 17.02C of the Land Use Ordinance requires 9 parking spaces. Proposed are 5 spaces
Section 17.05C of the Land Use Ordinance requires an 18 foot aisle width.
Proposed is 17 feet.
David Martone, 710 South Avenue
West, Seeking a use change from the
permitted principal uses; building to be
used primarily as a cooking school (educational use – not permitted) with a small
portion to be used for retail (permitted
use). Applicant is seeking a variance from
permitted uses pursuant to MLUL Section
40:55D-70d(1) and contrary to the requirements of Section 11.28A of the Land Use
Ordinance. Presently used as an office.
Proposed use is educational.
Applicant proposes to construct a first
floor addition of approximately 108 square
feet to the rear of the existing building; to
rebuild the existing enclosed porch; to add
a 35 square foot portico to the front of the
building; to construct a handicap ramp to
the rear of the building; to restripe the
parking and to erect a free standing sign
contrary to Section 11.28E2 and 17.02E.1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
5.52 feet. Proposed is 4.38 feet. Ordinance requires the number of loading parking spaces to be 1. Propose is 0.
Applicant is seeking a waiver from Section 10.11E of the Land Use Ordinance
pertaining to the intensity of light at ground
level.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 8/31/06, The Leader
Fee: $84.66

Next, the team participated in the
Regional Tournament in Pemberton,
New Jersey where the Raiders won
their first game, 9-6, against the Maryland State Champs on August 5, then
defeated the Eastern NY State
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday, September 18, 2006, for the
“2006 INSTALLATION OF
SOLID VINYL FENCE ON
AZALEA TRAIL IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must also
be accompanied by a Surety Company
Certificate stating that said Surety company will provide the bidder with the required Performance bond in the full amount
of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement, Statement of Ownership, on the
forms included in and explained in the
contract documents.
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 (Affirmative Action),
and must pay workmen the prevailing wage
rates promulgated by the New Jersey State
Department of Labor and Industry for this
project.
Specifications may be seen or procured
at the office of the Town Engineer, Public
Works Center, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey. The Mayor and
Council reserve the right to reject any bid,
and to waive any informality in any bid, if in
the interest of the Town, it is deemed
advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 8/31/06, The Leader
Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
August 25, 2006
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
That the undersigned has made application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment
for the Town of Westfield on behalf of the
Westfield Area Y and regarding the premises commonly known as 422 E. Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey and also
identified as Block 3109, Lot 2 on the Tax
Maps for the Town of Westfield. The premises are located in a P-1 zone district.
The application involves a request made
to the Board of Adjustment to permit the
construction of a freestanding identification sign located in the front yard area of
the premises. The Application includes a
request for relief from several requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance, as follows:
(1) NUMBER OF PERMITTED SIGNS
- Section 16.04(F)(1) of the Municipal Zoning Ordinances of the Town of Westfield
permit no more than one sign on any lot in
the P-1 zone. The Westfield Area Y seeks
permission to construct a freestanding sign
in addition to the existing identification
sign located on the building façade.
(2) SIZE OF PERMITTED SIGNS Section 16.04(F)(3)(b) provides that the
area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed 10 square feet. The Westfield Area Y
seeks permission to construct a freestanding sign having an area of 11.4 square
feet.
A Public Hearing has been ordered for
September 11, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Council Meeting Room of the Town Hall,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, at which time you may appear and
participate in the hearing in accordance
with the Rules of the Board. This notice is
sent to you on behalf of the applicant, by
order of the Board.
Information and the application are available for your inspection in the Public Works
Building, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey, and may be reviewed Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.
Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicants
Westfield Area Y
1 T - 8/31/06, The Leader
Fee: $49.98

Champs, 12-0, on August 6. However, the ball and hits didn’t bounce
their way as the Raiders dropped their
next two games against the Southern
N.J. runner-ups and the Pennsylvania
State Champs on August 9.
“This truly was a most remarkable
season,” said Rogers. “The goal set
for the kids by the coaches was that
they would continue to improve as
ballplayers. They did that, so we were
very happy with the outcome. It was
nice to see all of their hard work pay
off and the results were better than we
could have ever expected. Winning
the Districts and the States was unbelievable and the level of competition
that the boys faced in the Regional
will prove to be invaluable in the
future. Additionally, the support the
boys received from their parents, families and friends was tremendous. The
best part, however, was just watching
the boys play and having fun together.
It doesn’t matter if it’s baseball or any
of the other sports they play, the one
constant is that they all get along and
have fun. The other coaches and myself could not have asked for anything more than that.”
The team consisted of J.T. Beirne,
Johnny DelSordi, Danny Harcourt,
Christian Isolda, Ryan Jensen, Brendan
Kelly, Tyler, Kovacs, Zachary Lipshitz,
V.J. Makris, Kevin Maxwell, Ryan
McSherry, Jeffrey Rodgers and Garrett
Zito; Manager Scott Rodgers, Assistant Coaches Guy Jensen, Jerry
Lipshitz and John Maxwell.
John Maxwell contributed to the
article.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday, September 11, 2006 in Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for variance(s) from the requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.
Mary & Damon Roth, 265 South
Scotch Plains Avenue, Seeking permission to construct a two story addition to the
rear of the existing residence contrary to
the requirements of Section 11.09E.6 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet. Present and proposed is 5.8 feet.
Young Men’s Christian Association
of Westfield, New Jersey, 422 East
Broad Street, Seeking permission to install a free standing sign contrary to the
requirements of Section 16.04F1 and
16.04F3c of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows 1 sign. Present is 1 wallmounted sign. Proposed are 1 wallmounted sign and 1 free-standing sign.
Ordinance allows the area of the freestanding sign to be 10 square feet. Proposed is 11.4 square feet.
Alun & Kristin Williams, 740 Stevens
Avenue, Seeking permission to remove
an existing metal three season room &
construct an addition contrary to the requirements of Section 11.07.E.7 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a 35 foot rear yard setback. Present and
proposed is + 29 feet.
Gerald Kalb, 109 Virginia Street, Seeking permission to construct a new dwelling
using a portion of the existing first floor
contrary to the requirements of Sections
12.04F, 12.04G, 11.09E(6), and 12.03B1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Present is 28.5%. Proposed is 26.8%.
Ordinance allows a maximum lot coverage of 50%. Present is 52.3%. Proposed
is 52%. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard of 10 feet. Present is 6.79 feet.
Proposed are 8.95 feet and 6.79 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum encroachment for eaves of 3 feet into the side yard
permitting a side yard with eave encroachment of 7 feet. Proposed side yard with
eave encroachment is 4.79 feet
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 8/31/06, The Leader
Fee: $59.16

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED…St. Aloysius team captain Joe Romash (glasses) and his team enjoy the moment after
defeating St. Jude in the opening round of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League.

NIGRO WHACKS 4 RBI, WUSTEFELD CLOUTS HOMER

St. Aloysius Eliminates Jude
In St. Bart’s Playoffs, 13-5
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Aloysius appeared prepared in
the opening round of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League,
using top-notched defense and firing
off 20 hits in an 13-5 triumph over St.
Jude at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on August 25.
St. Aloy mound ace Tony Radice,
who had his arc going high, scattered
14 singles, a triple and a double and
helped his team with three hits including an RBI double.
“When you hold a team to five
runs, you have a real good chance to
win and we did,” said St. Aloy team
captain Joe Romash. “Pat Nigro was
a monster tonight, a bases loaded
triple and a couple of hits and brought
home four runs. Everyone hit except
me, of course, but we had a lot of help
out there and we played good defense. Like the old saying goes, ‘win
every inning,’ we did and kept it.”
Joe DeChiaro went 2-for-3 with
two runs scored. Rick Wustefeld
crunched a solo-blast to right center.
Bob Guy had two hits and two RBI
and Pete Chemidlin jolted a two-run
double. Tom Henderson and Tom
McGall each contributed an RBI and
Chris Meehan bashed two hits.
St. Jude pummeled 16-hits. Pat
Luongo lashed two hits, including a
two-run double. Pitcher Nick Barattucci
zinged two hits and scored a run while
Kevin Marron and Jim Hoelzel each
added an RBI. Tom Maher tripled and
singled and speedster John (OJ)
Simpson slashed two singles.
Both teams made several fine defensive plays. Aloy shortstop Russ
Voorhees knocked down a possible
run-producing single in the second
and leftfielder McGall was on his horse
with three nice grabs. DeChiaro demonstrated strong whip-action throws
nailing two runners and Rich ‘good
job rookie,’ Gonzales performed an
acrobatic leaping stab in right. Jude
third baseman John Chupko made a
smooth snare of a liner and Harry
Semple demonstrated his flawless
fielding with three putouts.
Aloy scored three runs in the top of

See Photos on Web!

www.goleader.com

Magnificent custom 5 BR, 4 full, 3 half BTH Tudor built by Stone Creek
Realty LLC on prestigious Highland Ave.. The finest architectural detail
and craftsmanship. 3 stop elevator, motorized chand. Lift/foyer, coffered
ceilings, oak HWFLS throughout, archways, 5 FRPLCS, old world oak
paneling, fabulous finished walkout bsmnt with exercise rm, great rm,
English pub, epicurean EIK w/Viking appl., temperature controlled wine
celler 4 zn HT/AC. $3,200,000 WSF0136

the first inning. Marv Scherb and
Nigro both singled. Guy spun an RBI
single over second and Chemidlin
peppered a two-run double. The Judes
men cashed in two runs after Tony
Perfilio shouted, “Let’s hit the ball
hard. Let’s everyone get up and score
some runs!”
Simpson and Semple responded
with back-to-back singles, Marron
punched an RBI single to left and
Riepe hit an RBI sacrifice fly to center.
St. Aloy added a run in the second
on Henderson’s RBI single then
snapped back with four more in third,
highlighted by Nigro’s bases-loaded
stand-up triple and Guy’s RBI single.
In the fourth, Aloy tacked on a run.
Meehan singled, advanced 15-yards
before going down but picked up
enough yardage to get the necessary
safe call at second. Meehan then
scored when Radice pummeled

double through the gap.
Aloy gobbled up three more runs in
the fifth. Gano and Scherb singled.
DeChiaro drilled a two-run single
and Nigro rapped an RBI single. St.
Jude kept the faith and touched home
plate with three runs on five hits in the
bottom of the inning. Maher smashed
a triple, Barattucci added an RBI,
Gano and Simpson both ripped singles
and scored on Luongo’s well-placed
hit. Aloy added its final run in the
sixth when Wustefeld launched his
solo-banger.
After the game, Romash commented on the upcoming game with
third-seeded St. Joe. “I know too many
guys too well on that team. We’re just
glad to be playing another one because the winter is so long and we
want to defer that as long as possible.”
St. Aloysius
St. Jude

PUBLIC NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 9/14/06 and
opened and read for:
NJ Transit Overheight Vehicle Detection System, Cont. No: MID 05309;
Cities of Linden, Elizabeth, Edison Township and Red Bank Borough;
Union, Middlesex and Monmouth Counties
NJ Transit-100% State
DP NO: 06130
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website WWW.BIDX.COM. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow
the instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view
and download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 8/17/06, 8/24/06 and 8/31/06, The Leader
Fee: $217.26

Westfield… Charm Vic/Col w/ 3 story addition. Quaint wrap porch, high
ceilings, wood flrs, LR w/frplc, FDR w/ bay wndw, 5/6 BR, 2 Full & 2
hlf BTHS. FR adjacent to large new gourmet KIT w/ ample granite cntr
space, 6 burner Viking stove, pot filler, sep. dining area. MBR w/wlk-in
closet & new BTH Close to sch & twn. $875,000 WSF0610

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Direct Line: 908-301-2015
email: hye-young@att.net
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Playoffs:
FINAL REGULAR-SEASON CHAMPS:
50+ A DIVISION:
TEAM
W L
Lombardi & Greenkeepers
21
4
50+ B DIVISION:
TEAM
W L
Promptcare
20
4
SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM
W L
Creative Industries
17
2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST A LITTLE LATE…St. Nick second baseman Mike Walch scrambles to get
the relay then makes a tag but not in time.

Blaise Burns St. Nicks, 12-7,
In St. Bart’s Angels Playoffs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

double play, which involved shortstop Messano.
After the Blaisers failed to score in
the top of the first, DiNizo hollered a
suggestion to his teammates. “Let’s
jump on them early.” They didn’t!
The Blaisers, however, caught
DiNizo’s drift and overwhelmed St.
Nick in the second, beginning with
Bernstein’s dainty infield single that
eventually snowballed into a 10-run
blizzard, highlighted by Straniero’s
and Vanderheyden’s two-run homers
and Briggs’ two-run single.
In the bottom of the inning, Nick’s
PhilVellucci muttered, “Let’s keep chipping away. We got a long way to go.”
DiNizo added, “Let’s chip away!
Base hits! Like we did last time!”
The Nicks responded with a splinter of two runs when Scarfuto and
Polak punched RBI singles. Walz got

an RBI groundout in the fourth to
make the score 10-3 but Briggs
bopped an RBI single in the fifth. In
the sixth, Chupko clouted the ball
over the startled Straniero’s head in
leftfield but his quick relay gave shortstop Hill enough time to fire to
Giannaci at third in time to nab
Chupko.
“I can’t believe he hit the ball over
my head,” commented Straniero as
he came in to bat in the seventh.
Goodman singled and scored on a
double play to give the Blaisers a 123 lead then the Nicks gave it a gallant
effort with four straight runs before
anyone made an out. After two fly
outs to the outfield, the Nicks loaded
the bases but a fly ball to center ended
the game.
St. Blaise
St. Nicholas

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

0 (10) 001 01
0 2 010 04

12
7

L&G 13, D&K Associates 7
L&G advanced to the final round
and exploded for five homeruns, including two by pitcher Keith Gibbons and a grand slam by Tony Williams (3 hits). Angelo Corbo and Frank
Pepe also homered.
Antone’s Pub 17, Awnings Galore 6
Antone’s advanced to the finals.
Pitcher George Brokaw had three hits.
Tom DeRocco hit two key doubles.
L&G 16, Antone’s Pub 3
See exclusive story.
Promptcare 17, UCNB 9
Promptcare advanced to the finals.
Oscar Harrison’s power and timely
hitting were vital factors. Bankers
Dan D’Arcy and Sal LaBella had
three hits each.
Northwestern 18, The Office 12
Northwestern advanced. Insurers
Anthony Abbaleo (2 triples, 1 double),
Bob Bierman, Steve Falco and George
Gonzales each produced three hits.

Tom Romanowski added two triples.
Office men Phil Giardina, Dennis
Kosowicz and Chip Weiss had three
hits each and Charles Wischusen
thumped a three-run triple.
Northwestern 8, Promptcare 6
The Insurers snapped Promptcare’s
12-game winning streak in Game 1.
Pitchers Wayne Morse and Dennis
Baker combined for a 10-hitter, and
Anthony Abbaleo rapped three hits.
Insurer Bob Bierman stroked a twoout, three-run double in the seventh
to provide the winning margin.
IL Giardino’s 14, LA Law 2
The winners advanced to the finals.
After yielding two runs in the first,
pitcher Fred DiMartino slammed the
door on the Law. Bruce Symon and
Frank Tartaglione produced three hits
apiece. John Wactor and DiMartino
each had four RBI and a pair of hits.
Creative 13, IL Giardino’s 4
In Game 1, Creative’s defense and
pitcher Dom Deo limited IL
Giardino’s to just one-run over the
final six innings. Creator Nick
Lehotsky lashed four hits, while Bob
Berger, Demo Cervelli, Bill
Dougherty, Bob Failla and Charles
Lehman each had multiple hits. IL
Giardino’s received three hits from
Frank Tartaglione.

MACCABI CHAMPIONS…The JCC MetroWest Maccabi basketball team
recently won the JCC Maccabi 16U title. Pictured are: kneeling; Jared Grubow,
standing, left to right; Jordan Marcus, Michael Hochberg, Michael Helweil, Dan
Gutman, Jason Rappaport, Travis Warech and Eric Nadel; back, Brian Eskow.

JCC MetroWest Cagers Strike
Gold at JCC Maccabi Games
The JCC MetroWest boys 16U
Maccabi basketball team won the gold
in Vancouver against the No. 1 seed
Mid-Westchester, 59-51. This was the
first gold medal earned by a JCC
MetroWest basketball team in 15
years at Maccabi and the first time a
JCC MetroWest team has ever won
gold at Maccabi.
In the quarterfinals, JCC MetroWest
overcame an early 12-point deficit to
defeat a powerful Detroit team, 7160. In the semifinals, the team overwhelmed the No. 2 seeded team from
Montreal, 80-38, with all nine play-

Reading is Good For You

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOPPING A GROUNDER…L&G hitter Larry “Yogi 2” Berra hops a grounder
toward second in the playoff game against Antone’s Pub & Grill.

goleader.com/subscribe

Goods & Services You Need!

908-753-4222

J.T. Penyak
Roofing Co.
Since 1960

Your Roofing Specialist

ers making significant contributions.
The JCC MetroWest members are:
Michael Helweil, Jordan Marcus, Dan
Gutman, Jason Rappaport, Eric Nadel,
Travis Warech, Jarrett Grubow, Brian
Eskow and Michael Hochberg. The
coaches are Jeff and Roy Greenman.
Young Jewish athletes share in the
fun of competing, the joy of meeting
their peers from North America and
other countries, and the pride of being part of a world-famous Olympicstyle event filled with Jewish content
and values. This is a life and personality shaping experience that the JCC
Maccabi Games have been offering
to Jewish teenagers since 1982. At
this Jewish mini-Olympiad, each athlete has the chance to participate in
one of 13 sporting events.
The host communities for the 2006
JCC Maccabi Games were: Phoenix,
Ariz., Vancouver, BC, and Stamford,
Conn.
For information about the 2007 JCC
Maccabi Games, please call Sherri
Feldscher at (973) 530-3425 or email (sfeldscher@jccmetrowest.org).

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

EVERYTHING
BUT THE ROOF

ABS Drywall
• Sheet Rock
• Spackling
• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling
• Metal Stud Framing
• Finished Basements

Bathrooms • Kitchens
Decks • Painting • Tile
Basements & More!

B&L Properties, LLC

973-818-1366

908-472-4095

MATT’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
European Craftsmanship Specialist
Specializing in Remodeling
Kitchens Bathrooms Basements
Attention to Detail
CALL MATT: 908-889-1652
Cell: 908-418-6937

ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

ROOFING – SIDING
All Roofing Repairs
No Job Too Small

908-233-6262

BEST LAID
PLANS, LLC

Expert Carpentry

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

RENOVATIONS - KITCHENS
BATHROOMS - ADDITIONS

(908) 996 - 4910
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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– Obituaries –
Marie Ann Sheehan, 72, Was Active
In Two Roman Catholic Parishes
Marie Ann Siragusa Sheehan, 72,
of Voorhees died on Saturday, August
26, at University Hospital in Newark.
Born in Westfield, she had lived in
Garwood for many years and in
Voorhees since 2000.
Mrs. Sheehan was past president of
the St. Anne’s Rosary Altar Society
and was very active in the parish and
school of St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church in Garwood.
She also was a parishioner of St.
Gregory’s Church in Magnolia, where
she was a member of the prayer line
group and a committee member for
the Christmas concert.
She was a lecturer and a member of
Resource for Independent Living in
South Jersey.
Her husband, William D. Sheehan,

predeceased her in 1988.
Surviving are three sons, Michael
D. Sheehan, Daniel P. Sheehan and
the Reverend James M. Sheehan; a
daughter, Mariann S. Obando, and
six grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
August 31, at St. Anne’s Church.
Burial will take place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue in
Cranford.
Memorial donations may be made
to either the Garwood First Aid Squad
or Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Newark, 1160 Raymond Boulevard, Newark, N.J. 07104.
August 31, 2006

Annette W. Berg, 82, Office Manager;
Had Studied Voice and Sang Opera
Annette Winifred Berg, 82, of
Goldsboro, N.C. died on Saturday,
August 26, at the Brian Center for
Health and Rehabilitation in Goldsboro.
Born on February 19, 1924 to H.
Gordon and Katherine Cousins in
New Orleans, L.A., she moved to
Great Neck, N.Y. at the age of 12 and
attended Friends Academy in Locust
Valley, graduating in 1942.
She attended Sarah Lawrence College where she studied voice, and had
a brief operatic career prior to marrying Ralph R. Berg in 1946. The couple
settled in Westfield with their two
children in 1958 and lived there for
the next 43 years.

Mrs. Berg managed the offices and
kept the books for two businesses in
Perth Amboy, Engineering Development Corporation and Tek Industrial
Corporation, both of which she started
with her husband.
Surviving, in addition to her husband, are her son, Ralph R. Berg, Jr.
of Goldsboro, N.C.; her daughter,
Jannette M. Berg Barth of Crotonon-Hudson, N.Y.; four grandchildren
and a great-grandchild.
A private memorial service will be
held at a later date.
Arrangements are by the Howell
Funeral Home in Goldsboro.
August 31, 2006

Gertrude Schliesske; a nephew,
Harold Schliesske, and two nieces,
Alice Masters and Waltraut Henke.
Visitation will take place from 7 to 9
p.m. today, Thursday, August 31, at the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield. Funeral services
will be held at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow,
Friday, September 1, at the Redeemer
Lutheran Church. Interment will be at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Redeemer Lutheran Church,
229 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield,
N.J. 07090.
August 31, 2006

Leukemia-Lymphoma Group
To Hold Support Meetings
WESTFIELD – The Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, Northern New
Jersey Chapter, based in Westfield,
along with the Carol G. Simon Cancer
Center of Morristown Memorial Hospital in Morristown, have announced
the formation of a new group session
starting on Wednesday, September 20.
Sessions will be held from 10:30
a.m. to noon on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at the
Carol G. Simon Cancer Center of
Morristown Memorial Hospital, located at 100 Madison Avenue in
Morristown.
They will be co-facilitated by
Martha Lehlbach, a registered nurse,
and Kathy Sonnabend, a licensed
clinical social worker and oncology
social worker.
The group will be open to adult
patients, family members and
caregivers whose lives have been
touched by a blood cancer, leukemia,
lymphoma, myeloma, Hodgkin’s disease, MDS and myeloproliferative
disorders. The group will provide
support and educational presentations

as requested by group members.
There is no fee to attend and individuals are invited to join regardless
of where treatment is obtained. Advance registration is required and may
be done by calling Deborah Halpern
at (908) 654-9445, extension no. 12.
The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society is dedicated to finding a cure
for blood-related cancers and to improving quality of life for patients
and their families. Patient services
are provided without any fees and are
available to anyone whose life has
been impacted by a diagnosis of a
blood-related cancer. These programs
are supported by the society’s fundraising efforts.
Additionally, the Northern New
Jersey Chapter has an active Advocacy Network and new members are
always welcome.
For further information about available patient services or to register for
a group, please contact Ms. Halpern,
Patient Services Manager, at (908)
654-9445, extension no. 12, or e-mail
Deborah.halpern@lls.org.

Eight Blood Centers Appeal
For Blood, Platelet Donations
AREA – Low blood collection projections through the Labor Day holiday weekend are forcing all eight
blood centers serving New Jersey
hospitals to issue an appeal to all state
residents to donate blood or platelets
during the next two weeks.
“We currently are experiencing
serious, intermittent shortages
throughout the state and are monitoring the situation very closely every
day to avoid a negative impact on
patient care,” said Mercy Kuriyan,
M.D., chair of the NJ Blood Bank
Task Force and Medical Director of
Transfusion Medicine at Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital. “One
way to immediately affect a positive
change would be for residents of our
state to call their local hospital or
blood center to schedule a blood or
platelet donation. In New Jersey, only
2 to 3 percent of eligible residents
donate blood,” Dr. Kuriyan continued, “This compares to 5 percent
nationally and is the most obvious
reason why the area suffers shortages.”
“By taking just a little time out of
your day and donating blood you
could save a life,” said NJ Department of Health and Senior Services
Commissioner Fred M. Jacobs, M.D.,
J.D. “I urge everyone who can donate
to contact their local blood bank or
hospital and help us alleviate this
shortage.”
In 2005, New Jersey had to import
74,000 units of blood from other ar-

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
HELP WANTED

100 positions available
evaluating customer service.
No experience needed.
Please call (778) 891-5623
TELEPHONE OPERATOR

Kenilworth office seeking a fulltime telephone operator/office
clerk. Exp. required. We offer a
competive salary and benefits
package. EOE.
Call (908) 298-1212
HELP WANTED

FOOD SERVICE WORKERS
For Mountainside School
District. 3 1/2 hrs. a day.
Call (973) 876-0528

CLASSIFIEDS
CREATIVE COMPUTER TEACHER

ARE YOU ENERGETIC &
EXCELLENT WITH KIDS?!
Teacher needed to execute a Fun,
Creative Computer Curriculum!
Travel 3-5 pm to schools in Union
& Morris for Enrichment program.
Work with kids grades K-4. 4-12
hrs/wk. $17-$20/hr. We train in
tech and teaching philosphy!
Classes start in Sept. Train Now!
College students welcome!
(908) 518-1998
Julie@geckokids.com

Receptionist
Asst. Hair / Nail Tech.
Classique, Scotch Plains
(908) 518-1660

eas of the country; which represents
over 25% of the state’s total usage.
Officials note that nationally blood
donations are on the decline, limiting
New Jersey’s ability to import blood
to make up any shortfalls.
“Summer is a time of nationwide
shortages,” said Tina Ilao, President
of the Blood Center of New Jersey in
East Orange. “As of today we are
finding it nearly impossible to import
blood products from other areas of
the country. As we approach the Labor Day holiday, and the beginning of
the new school year, many people are
simply too busy to think about donating blood. We need to be proactive
now and motivate people to donate if
we are going to avoid a serious shortage in early September,” she continued.
“We need the public to embrace the
situation,” said Dae Un Kim, M.D.,
President of the New Jersey Society
of Blood Bank Professionals. “Taking for granted an available blood
supply is dangerous to do, especially
now.”
Both Kuriyan and Kim stress that
residents who are interested in donating blood or sponsoring a blood drive
with their business, community group,
or faith-based organization are urged
to call their local blood center today.
The nearest centers for Westfield
and Scotch Plains residents to donate
are in East Orange (1-800BLOODNJ) and New Brunswick (1732-235-8100).

editor@goleader.com
CHILDCARE NEEDED

PT for financial planner in
Westfield. Mature, proficient in
QuickBooks and Excel.
Please e-mail resume to:
stan@sfehrlich.com

Starting Sept. 6, need childcare
for 10 yr old, 3:15 - 5:30 PM,
Mon-Fri. Perfect for high school
senior or college student. Driver
with car preferred. References
required.
Excellent
pay.
Contact Pat at (908) 232-4493

HELP WANTED

WAITSTAFF / SODA BAR @
CHEEBURGER - FLEX/HRS
LUNCH NEEDED - WKDAY
NO EXP, OUTGOING, TRAIN
251 NORTH AVE, WESTFD
TIPS, APPLY IN PERSON

SALON OPPORTUNITIES

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Childcare needed in my Westfield
home for 13 yr. old twins. Mon Fri, 3 pm - 7 pm. Resp. include:
homework supervision, transport
to after-school activities. Own car
and references required.
Please call (917) 886-4571
DINING SET FOR SALE

Round oak parquet top,
4 leather upholstered chairs.
$65.00
(908) 233-3150

The Supermarket Leader

NOW HIRING!
We have immediate openings for
ALL positions and ALL shifts, including:

CASHIERS • DELI HELP

Salary is based on experience. Competitive Starting Salary

Our Family Owned Stores
offer an exciting, fast-paced environment ideal for people
looking for a career or a rewarding part-time position.

ShopRite Of Clark

Marie Schlieske, 82, Retired Seamstress;
Member of Redeemer Lutheran Church
Marie Schlieske, 82, of Westfield
died on Monday, August 28, at University Hospital in Newark.
Born in Zaeke, Germany, she came
to the United States in 1950 and settled
in Westfield.
Mrs. Schlieske had been a seamstress with Karakuzen Brothers, Inc.
in Roselle before retiring in 1985.
She was a member of the Redeemer
Lutheran Church of Westfield.
She was predeceased by her husband, Friedrich Schlieske, in 1992; her
brother, Waldemar Schliesske, in 2003,
and a niece, Irene Croce, in 1995.
Surviving are a sister-in-law,

HELP WANTED

Thursday, August 31, 2006

MATTRESSES

Visco elastic memory foam
Queen mattress, retail $1300 to
$2000, sacrifice, 8 in, $495, 10
in. $675 & 12 in. $775. Brand
new w/warranty (732) 259-6690

76 Central Avenue, Clark NJ 07066

Please Apply online at www.shoprite.com or in person

EOE, DRUG FREE, SMOKE FREE WORK ENVIRONMENT

WESTFIELD:
Melanie and Edward J. Frankola to
Paul and Lisa Zabarsky, 414 Grove
Street West, $779,000.
John W. and Janet A. Gray to
Melanie Frankola, 779 Lamberts Mill
Road, $580,000.
Michael A. and Margaret A.
Kinahan to Frederick M.H. and Beth
A. Currie III, 915 Tice Place,
$1,200,000.
Sandra Mamary to Elise T. Palumbo
Clausen, 953 Summit Avenue,
$475,000.
Julia M. Allegrini to Seth C.
Alexander and Jennifer CagideAlexander, 925 Carleton Road,
$576,000.
Rui and Rosa Lopes to Adam M.
Steckler and Blythe M. Anderson, 11
Trails End Court, $799,000.
Stephen and Christina Roussin to
Carmen Chicolla, 1171 Lawrence
Avenue, $2,200,000.
Jack and Kinda Camillo to Glenn
and Sally Berry, 24 Barchester Way,
$1,150,000.
Robert S. Miner and Lee L. Miner
and Nancy Jo Marciniak and Erica A.
Hyman to Stone Creek Realty, LLC,
808 Lawrence Avenue, $1,937,500.
Joel Confino and Lisa Alter to
Ralph A. Rapuano, Jr., 953 Wyandotte Trail, $1,450,000.
Frances Christy Hickman to
Michael and Diane Naughton, 643
Forest Avenue, $699,900.
Mary Rose Migliazza to E. R. Development, Inc., 448 Birch Place,
$495,000.

BEDROOM

$1075 cherry wood sleigh bed
set, dresser, mirror & nite stand.
Value $2800. (732) 259-6690

Recent Home Sales
James A. Sullivan and Laura G.
Sullivan to Robert M. and Barbara A.
Gruters, 349 Tuttle Parkway,
$1,150,000.
Peter and Colleen Echausse to Karl
James Ehrsam and Mary Ellen Denny
Ehrsam, 323 Tuttle Parkway,
$660,000.
Robert J. and Heather S.
Womelsdorf to Albert L. and Jennifer
C. Pantow, 518 Parkview Avenue,
$754,000.
Jeffrey and Carmena A. Chicola to
Hecyor Alvarez, 810 Wallberg Avenue, $648,900.
Brian Hartigan to New First Millennium Properties, LLC, 1432 East
Broad Street, $883,500.
June Eleanor Sobell to K.
Hovnanian Classics, LLC, 118 Woodland Avenue, $725,000.
Keith C. and Kelley Komar to Fred
and Ann Marie Alvarez, 810 Oak
Avenue, $680,001.
Shawn and Rebecca Braitling to
Edward J. O’Brien and Maryann
D’Agostino, 881 Shadowlawn Drive,
$699,000.
Douglas M. Landaeta and Lisa
Brown Landaeta to Robert G. Faris,
715 Austin Street, $628,000.
Robert M and Barbara A. Gruters
to Michael and Kelly Murphy, 714
Austin Street, $750,000.
Mark C. and Alice C. Colao to
Martin Rothfelder, 585 Westfield

Avenue, $475,000.
Messercola Bros. Building Co., Inc,
to William T. and Colleen M.
Meacock, 643 South Chestnut Street,
$1,350,000.
Darryl and Debra Walker to Bruce
and Jane Lemberg, 913 Coolidge
Street, $677,000.
Needlepoint Homes, LLC to
Mitchell and Ronda Taks, 35
Woodbrook Circle, $1,400,000.
Jerome Davies and Candice
Coombs-Davies to Matthew I. Kessler
and Nicole L. Sherrin, 794 Boynton
Avenue, $443,500.
Anthony and Angela Pandiscia to
Erika Vela and Carlos Guillermo Rios,
685 Rahway Avenue, $525,000.
H. Robin Apirian Millard to John
Ho, 581 Westfield Avenue, $580,000.
Mary Diplock to Luis and Lauren
Barraza, 806 Boynton Avenue,
$640,000.
Michael and Ella Shaykevich to
Marina Ferrer, 920 Columbus Avenue, $450,000.
Luis F. and Lauren A. Barraza to
Franklin Smith, 927 Ripley Place,
$480,000.
Inkyo and Kunshik Kim to M. Tacy
Smith and Jo M. Smith, Trustees of
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SCOTCH PLAINS LOCATION

SALE BY OWNER - Corner Lot.
Home must be seen! Nothing to
do, but open door & move in.
White fenced in yard. $649,000.
(908) 789-9140 or (908) 451-9607
OFFICES FOR RENT

MOUNTAINSIDE
300 and 500 sq.ft.,
carpeted; excellent locations;
ample parking. Reasonable
(908) 789-8961
STOLEN:

Please Help, Looking for a gold
charm braclet that is very dear to
heart. It is a family heirloom.
It was stolen on 8-10-06. Reward
offered.
Please
contact
(908) 400-3044 with info.
MATTRESS SET

$125 Queen pillow top
New still in plastic w/warranty.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690
BED

King size pillow top set
New in plastic w/mfg. warranty.
Sell $250
Can deliver
(732) 259-6690
LEATHER SOFA AND CHAIR

Thomasville leather sofa, chair,
ottoman - excellent cond. $500.
Iron bed & mattress,
armoire, 23" TV.
(908) 233-1540
CUSTOM AUDIO & VIDEO
LCD & PLASMA TVs
Turn-key installation of LCD &
Plasma TVs. Includes television, speakers, cables, wiring we take care of everything. We
also install multi-zone audio
systems fea-turing 100 CD
changers, satellite radio, IPOD
connectivity - all operated via
touch screen key pads.
NO ONE WILL BEAT OUR
PRICE! CALL RICH AT
(908) 377-4711
the Living Trust, 6 Max Place,
$1,325,000.
Richard and Susan E. Scheurer to
Tuenchai Samanchit, 1133 Central
Avenue, $475,000.
Larry W. and Carol J. Graf to Paul
R. Nicholson and Kristen Van Meter,
2165 Bayberry Lane, $650,000.

SCOTCH PLAINS:
Rodney and Laura Tyus to
Antoinette Lopez, 12 Malanga Court,
$290,000.
Tan V. Nguyen and My A. Luong to
Genevieve J. Nelson, 517 Cicilia
Place, $389,000.
Clarence T. and Betty A. Wilkerson
to Osbaldo A. and Ivonne Sandoval,
361 Hoe Avenue, $358,500.
Ransford and Annette Clarke to
Hector and Sandra Cuevas, 344 Jackson Avenue, $345,000.
Frank Deo to Ivan J. Kaplan, 17
Village Park Court, $337,000.
Laura and Vincent Nobile to Roger
Ruggieri, 421 MyrtleAvenue, $136,667.
Estate of Anna Di Nizo to Mary G.
Strickland, 420 Flanders Avenue,
$579,000.
Alan R. and Mary R. Howe to Lydia
Sanchez, 530 Park Avenue, $240,000.
Richard J. and Pamela Williams, Jr. to
Orazio Matorina and Katherine Truax,
2072 Nicholle Avenue, $419,900.
Steven and Catherine Ann Hannett
to Christopher Roof and Laurie Evans,
393 Park View Drive, $427,000.

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703
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WF Schools End Special
Educ. Summer Program

A FRANKLIN WELCOME….Students new and old enjoyed building sundaes
together during the parent teacher organization’s annual welcome dinner held at
Franklin Elementary School in Westfield. Principal Mary Fleck worked with the
PTO to pair each new child with a special “First Day Buddy” student who will be
in the same class in September. The potluck dinner also introduced parent liaisons
to help new families with the transition to the school. Each new family received a
gift bag with items donated by the school and the community such as pencils,
notepads, magnets, and information on local clubs and organizations as well as a
complimentary copy of The Westfield Leader.

cant regression before returning to
school in September,” she added.
The child’s Individual Educational
Plan (IEP) determines participation;
the program developed for the child
is also spawn from the IEP.
The six-week program held at
Franklin School included eight classrooms of children, all with varying
degrees of disabilities. Specially
trained teachers, as well as occupational therapists, physical therapists,
behavior psychologists, speech teachers and classroom aides worked with
the children on reinforcing the skills
they learned during the school year.
The staff worked with children ages
three - 13 on writing, math, speech,
socialization and physical skills, and
becoming familiar and comfortable
with life experiences.
“The students have shown great
strides,” Ms. O’Neal said, while
Donna Curia, the teacher for autistic
children remarked that there was significant improvement by the end of
the program.
After all their work, the children
were treated to a performance by a
magician in the Franklin School auditorium at the conclusion of the sixweek program.
Dr. Ted Kozlik, assistant superintendent of Pupil Personnel Services
for the Westfield public schools observed, “While the students laughed
and applauded, the teachers knew that
the real magic is in the children themselves, who learn to overcome hurdles
every day.”

F & M Distributes
Academic Honors
AREA – Four students from
Westfield and one student from Scotch
Plains received academic honors for
the spring 2006 semester at Franklin
& Marshall College.
Westfield students named to the
Honors List include junior and psychology major Sarah Bhagat and
freshman Sarah Perch. Sophomore
Michael Huber, a government major
and freshman Edward Kerins were
named to the dean’s list.
Sophomore Judith Brown of Scotch
Plains, art and business, organizations
and society double major and Italian
minor was named to the dean’s list.

Solon Graduates
Colorado College
WESTFIELD — Lauren E. Solon
graduated from Colorado College in
Colorado on May 22..
Lauren graduated cum laude with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Romance Languages and a minor in
Studio Art. She was awarded the
Felisa Llorente Award.
Lauren is a 2002 graduate from
Westfield High School and the daughter of Deborah and Richard Solon.
WEEKEND AT HOOVER…Debbie Zvanut instructs the weaving of a basket in her
workshop at last year’s Octoberfest sponsored by the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Girl Scouts, Inc. Each year she has a different basket for the Women’s Weekend at
Camp Lou Henry Hoover. The event this year will be held October 13 to 15.

UCC Offers Program for
Administrative Assistants
tionships” will be held on October
25. This course covers how to use
select management styles and human
relationship techniques to be the manager as well as participant on business projects.
“Planning/ Coordinating Conferences and Business Meetings” will
be held on November 1. This course
covers how to apply the knowledge
gained from the project management,
communications skills, and productivity sections to the range of activities involved in the planning, organizing, coordinating and on-site management of meetings.
“Technology Management” will be
held on November 8. This course
covers how to serve as the “IT expert”
to train, offer support and advise others in the department.
For more information or to register
for these courses, contact the Division of Economic Development and
Continuing Education at (908) 7097600.

WESTFIELD – Several Westfield
residents earned 2006 spring semester dean’s list distinctions at the University of Delaware. Named to the
dean’s list are full-time students with
grade point averages of 3.33 or above
(on a 4.0 scale) for the semester, with
no temporary grades as of June 16.
The following students have been distinguished on the dean’s list
Leah DiMatteo, a sophomore English major in the College of Arts and
Sciences; Erica Raiff, a sophomore
elementary teacher education major
in the College of Human Services,
Education and Public Policy; Christopher Thayer, a junior management
information systems major in the
Lerner College of Business and Economics; Shari Thomashow, a sophomore criminal justice major in the
College of Arts and Sciences;
Jacqueline Weidman, a freshman psychology major in the College of Arts
and Sciences; Alexandra Devlin, a
sophomore finance major in the
Lerner College of Business and Economics; and Deanna Goldner, a freshman psychology major in the College
of Arts and Sciences.

American University
Accepts Area Students
AREA – Kristopher Kagan, Andrew Skibitsky and Guenevere Zucker
are three of 1449 in American
University’s freshman Class of 2010.
Skibitsky and Kagan graduated from
Westfield High School, while Zucker
graduated from Scotch PlainsFanwood High. The students begin
classes at the end of August.

UC VoTech Grad
Trains for Military
AREA – Air Force Airman Denaya
S. Stapleton, a 2003 graduate of Union
County Vocational Technical High
School in Scotch Plains, graduated from
basic military training at Lackland Air
Force Base in San Antonio, Texas.
During the six weeks of training,
she studied the Air Force mission,
organization and military customs and
courtesies, performed drill and ceremony marches and received physical training, rifle marksmanship, field
training exercises and special training in human relations.
In addition, airmen who complete
basic training earn credits toward an
associate degree through the Community College of the Air Force.
Stapleton is the daughter of
Michelle Stapleton of Roselle.

FW Residents Named
To Marist’s Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Kathryn Bantz and
Brian Smith of Fanwood were named
to the Marist College Dean’s List for
the Spring 2006 semester.
Kathryn is a member of the class of
2008 and is majoring in business.
Bryan is also a member of the class of
2008 and is majoring in public relations and sports communication.

CF Resident Receives
Juris Doctor Degree

Two WF’s Garner
Dean’s List Honors

CRANFORD – New York Law
School awarded Sarah Hensler a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree, magna cum
laude, at its 114th annual commencement ceremonies at Lincoln Center’s
Avery Fisher Hall on May 22, with a
commencement address delivered by
New York City Schools Chancellor
Joel Klein.
Following graduation Ms. Hensler
will join Sterns & Weinroth as an
associate. She is the daughter of G.
Arthur Hensler and Hilma Hensler of
Cranford.
Ms. Hensler is one of 457 members
of the May 2006 class at New York
Law School.

WESTFIELD – Union College of
Schnectady, N.Y. named Sarah Heitner
and Joanna Stern of Westfield to its
annual Dean’s List. Both students were
from the class of 2006. Sarah graduated
Westfield High School and received a
degree in Economics, while Joanna
graduated from Solomon Schechter Day
School and received a degree in Political Science. In order to be named to the
Union College Dean’s List, students
must maintain a yearly average of 3.5.

Denaya Stapleton

ELIZABETH – Golfers, community business leaders, and those with
either athletic prowess or a charitable
heart are urged to lend their support
to Family and Children’s Services
(FACS) charity Golf Classic to be
held on Monday, October 16, at the
Suburban Golf Club in Union.
Preparations are in full swing for
the agency’s 11th annual golf classic,
which is sponsored in part by First
Protective Insurance.
Sponsorship levels range from $250
to $10,000 and include a variety of
high visibility sponsor-naming opportunities. The $250 entry fee per
golfer includes lunch, golf, part, grand
reception dinner, plus skill prizes and
top team prizes.
FACS Annual Golf Classic is limited to 120 players. Celebrity surprise
guests have been invited to participate in the Golf Classic and grand
reception.
Proceeds from the 2006 Golf Tour-

nament support programs serving
children who have been abused or
neglected, youth with behavioral or
psychological problems and families
in crisis. FACS, an Elizabeth-based
charity, has been strengthening children and families for 113 years.
Registration begins at 10:30 a.m.
with a Shotgun Start at 12:30 p.m.
“I look forward to this event each
year,” said former heavyweight boxer
Gerry Cooney, the tournament’s Honorary Chair. “FACS has provided a
much needed service to our communities for generations. It is time that
we reach into our pockets to support
this worthy organization and to enjoy
a fun day on the course as well with
friends and business colleagues.”
For more information about sponsorship opportunities or to register,
call Mari Roman, special events organizer, at (908) 352-7474 or e-mail
mroman@facsnj.org or visit
www.facsnj.org/events.html.

MS Rec Dept. Sponsors Fall
Computer Classes
MOUNTAINSIDE – The recreation department is sponsoring several new and returning computer
classes this fall.
“Organizing Documents, Files,
and Folders” will take place on Saturday, September 30, from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. and costs $10. The class

Digital Camera Classes
Return to Borough
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
borough’s recreation department will
again offer its “In a Snap” digital
camera class.
Students will learn how to upload
digital photos to the computer, create
folders and save photos and attach
photos to e-mails to share with family
and friends.
Participants should bring their digital cameras, memory cards, USB
cables and other equipment to class
and should have general computer
literacy.
“In a Snap” will be offered on Saturday, September 30, from 10:45 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m., and on Saturday, November 4, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Both
classes are held in the Learning Center on the second floor of Borough
Hall, 1385 Route 22 East,
Mountainside. The fee is $15 per
class and space is limited. To register,
stop by the recreation department.
For more information, call (908) 2320015.

will teach participants how to arrange files and folders on their computer.
“Newsletter Design and Creation”
will be presented on Tuesday, October 10, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and
costs $20. The class is geared toward
club and organization leaders, as well
as those who organize family events.
It will teach participants how to place
text and graphics onto a multi-column newsletter.
“Mail Merge” will be taught on
Saturday, October 21, from 9:30 to
11 a.m., and costs $15. Participants
will learn how to input addresses into
a database and print them onto labels
for holiday cards and stationary, as
well as how to make personal address
labels.
“Internet for Beginners” will be
held on Tuesday, November 7, from
10 to 11 a.m., and “E-mail for Beginners” will be held on Tuesday, November 14, from 10 to 11 a.m.
Both classes cost $10 each. They
will cover basic computer topics
such as how to surf the World Wide
Web and how to send and receive email messages. All classes will be
instructed by Linda Miske and will
be held in the Learning Center on
the second floor of borough hall,
1385 Route 22 East, Mountainside.
Space is limited. To register, stop
by the Recreation Department. For
more information, call (908) 2320015.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

FALL SESSIONS BEGIN SEPT. 6TH
OPEN HOUSE: Aug. 31 & Sept. 1, 5-8PM

Wash. College Names
Romano to Dean’s List

500 North Avenue East, Westfield (908) 654-5663

WESTFIELD – Resident Christine
Romano was named to Washington
College’s Dean’s List.
Christine was a member of the class
of 2006 and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Human Development with a minor in Psychology,
cum laude.

THE CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

424 ST. MARKS AVE., WESTFIELD

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS

YOGA

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS SEPT. 11

S
ASSE
24 CL WEEK
PER E 1988
SINC

FREE

Introductory
Class
Wednesday, September 6 @ 8:30 pm
Saturday, September 9 @ 12:30 pm
or by appointment

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

HAIR CARE…Pantene has partnered with the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF) and the American Cancer Society in a new campaign, which encourages
people to grow, cut and donate their hair to create real-hair wigs for women who
have lost their hair due to cancer and its treatment. Pictured above, Michelle
Manso of Salon Visage in Westfield, cuts off the nine-inch ponytail of Katherine
McKinley, which will be sent in for donation. Katherine, 13, is an eighth-grade
student at Roosevelt Middle School in Westfield.

FACS Charity Golf Benefit
Lends Support to Families

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

CRANFORD – Union County College Division of Economic Development and Continuing Education offers a certification program for administrative assistants.
This certificate program is designed
for those who seek new careers in
administrative management support
or for experienced administrative professionals wanting to enrich their
skills. Eight required courses that
fulfill this program will be offered
this spring semester on the College’s
Cranford campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue. The cost of each is $25.
“The ‘Foundation’ Skills of Your
Professionalism” will be held on September 20. This introductory course
will examine the theories of organization planning and the assigned and
“understood, roles/responsibilities of
exempt and non-exempt personnel.”
Each student will have a better understanding of how their company’s
business objectives and organizational
structure impact their roles and daily
performance.
“Strategic Partnering Skills – Building Successful Work Relationship”
will be held on September 27. This
course will examine how business
policies, corporate culture and personality protocols impact one’s strategic partnership relationships with
managers and colleagues.
“Communications: The Key to Office Cooperation and Improved Customer Relations” will be held on October 4. This course will study and
practice select communication styles
to foster smoother interactions with
managers, peers, other office personnel and customers.
“Conflict in the Workplace” will
be held on October 11. This course
will study the interpersonal conflicts
in the workplace environment, identify difficult behaviors, clarify the
motivations of each part and develop
strategies for conflict resolution.
“Managing for Productivity” will
be held on October 18. This course
covers time and task management
procedures, methods for work/task
organization and planning, telephone
techniques and customer service,
standards for document preparation
and proofreading.
“Project Management/ Team Rela-

WF Students Earn
Dean’s List Honors

MAGIC SHOW…A magician entertains special needs children in the Westfield
public schools who participated in a six-week summer program that helped
reinforce academic and social skills.

For Kids

WESTFIELD – An extended year
program for special needs students in
the Westfield public schools concluded this summer with close to 80
children participating.
“This is not a typical summer school
for children who are failing,” Anita
O’Neal, who oversees the program
and serves as Westfield’s supervisor
of special services nine- 12 during
the regular school year, said.
“Our program is more of a reinforcement of academic and social skills,” she
added. “Federal law and state code
entitle these children to an extended
school year if they would suffer signifi-

“Drop-in” Music classes
from infants to 3 yr.
olds.
Piano preparatory &
general music classes
for 4-6 yr. olds
Piano lessons for 5 ½
yr. olds & up
Adult piano lessons

Monday August 28, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday September 7, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday September 9, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday September 11, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC

94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD • (908) 789-6426

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com
SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

Tel: 908-233-9094 Fax: 908-317-0588
E-mail: carolyn@carolynmusic.com
Website: www.carolynmusic.com
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POPCORN™

Here Comes the Son

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

1 & 1/2 popcorns

Snakes on a Plane, offering us yet
another air disaster scenario we can
worry about, doesn’t know whether
to be out-and-out hideous or just in
poor taste. So it ventures on pretension, and succeeds.
Clearly, it wishes to filch a
cachet…to be taken for campy. But
by counterpoising its rampant viciousness with humor, director David
Ellis’s contemporary nightmare only
shows itself for the gratuitous exploitation that it truly is.
Save for the devilishly good idea at
its coldhearted core, the formula is all
too familiar. Take a group of folks,
toss them into the vortex of unthinkable terror and then be glad it’s not
you.
In this case the hero and leader of
the unplanned expedition to Hell is
Samuel L. Jackson as FBI agent
Nelville Flynn. Of course, his initial
assignment is dangerous enough. A
rather graphic preamble demonstrates
what he’s up against.
Flynn is to escort by plane from
Hawaii to L.A. a witness (Nathan
Phillips) willing to testify against
Eddie Kim (Byron Lawson), the vilest, most sadistic gangster one could
imagine. For example, he’s not above
plotting an in-flight catastrophe via
snake.
Which is exactly what he does once
he gets wind of the government’s
plan. The thinking is, smuggle oodles
of poisonous snakes on the plane and
they’ll figure out the rest.
Once we slink aboard ship, we’re
introduced to the usual hodgepodge
of potential victims and immediately
given the tacit assignment of assessing who will prevail and who will
succumb. Will egotistical rap star
Three G’s (Flex Alexander) be punished for his hubris? Will middleaged flight attendant Grace (Lin
Shaye) regret that she didn’t take that
last buyout package?
In short, it’s justice by horror movie.
Sort of a virtual mob thing, a bloodbath appealing to vigilantism and our
worst venal instincts, but perhaps still
a few steps up from cockfighting.

Managing quite amazingly to rise
above the muck and mire of the film’s
intrinsic sliminess, Samuel L. Jackson maintains his integrity, his special agent Flynn keeping his heroic
cool at all times. It’s an enviable trick.
Other acting performances range from
typical caricatures to the humdrum.
Of hackneyed inconsequence,
Julianna Margulies’s Claire Miller is
the flight attendant who’ll be leaving
the snaky skies to be a lawyer, if she
survives. David Koechner is pilot
Rick, whose outdated, womanizing
ways may put him on the list for
extinction.
A tad more interesting in the subtext
department is the disconcerting way
in which Three G’s lords it over his
bodyguards, Big Leroy (Keith Dallas) and the ever mugging Kenan
Thompson as video game-obsessed
Troy. Psst. There’s a clue there.
But then it isn’t thespic accomplishment that’ll be drawing folks to
the Majestic in droves. Nope, the title
characters are the stars of this film.
And there’s no shortage of the scaly
fiends.
If you weren’t an ophidiophobe
before, Snakes on a Plane offers the
perfect opportunity to take up the
unreasonable fear. Masochists afraid
of both snakes and flying will agree it
doesn’t get any better than this. Combine that with an interest in summary
justice and it’s a triple-fanged treat.
All of which suggests that Mr.
Ellis’s movie might be a blessing in
disguise. That is, for the rest of us.
Like during the Super Bowl, when
gridiron fans have abandoned the
highways, byways and malls in favor
of the boob tube, Snakes on a Plane
may be a luring flute to its thrillseeking adherents. With them winding their way to the movies, it should
give us warm-blooded sorts just a
little more time to slither around in
peace.
****
Snakes on a Plane, rated R, is a
New Line Cinema release directed by
David R. Ellis and stars Samuel L.
Jackson, Julianna Margulies and
David Koechner. Running time: 105
minutes.

Juried Exhibit Invites
Photographers to Submit
AREA – Photographers are invited to submit two photographs to
be considered for exhibition at the
12th Annual Juried Photography
Exhibit for the New Jersey Photography Forum.
The exhibit is open to any photographer able to hand deliver his or
her work to the Watchung Arts Center on the Watchung Circle in
Watchung, on Saturday, October 28
from 1-4 p.m. The cost for entry is
$20. Entries are limited in size to no
larger than a 30x40 inch piece and
should be professionally presented
and wired for hanging. Any entry
over 16x20 inches must be framed
with plexi-glass.
The New Jersey Photography
Forum’s annual show will be on display from November 1-30, at the
Watchung Arts Center in Watchung,
after which it will travel to the
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside for two months. Nancy
Ori of Berkeley Heights and Michael
Creem of Summit will curate the
show. The three judges will be Susan
Hockaday, Bill Westheimer and
David H. Wells.
The public is invited to attend the
opening reception on November 12
from 1 to 4 p.m. when awards will be
presented and everyone will have an
opportunity to meet the artists.
The New Jersey Photography Forum is now in its 12th year of development and has become the largest
and most recognized group of fine
art exhibiting photographers in the
state. Monthly meetings are held at
the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey in Summit and encourage attendees to share expertise and advance their skills. The meetings provide access to a wide variety of
creative and technical information
as well as access to many successful exhibiting fine art photographers
from the state.
Informal presentations and dem-

onstrations by manufacturers and photographic artists are given periodically. Regularly, photographers have
an opportunity to display their work
for critique by others.
One can learn more about the New
Jersey Photography Forum by visiting its web site at njphotoforum.com
or calling Ms. Ori at (908) 7908820, or Mr. Creem at (908) 2731672.

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WEEKEND PERFORMANCE…The Dromio (Yanks) and Antipholus (Mets)
twins – played by Julie Fetter, Joe Penczak, Ken Bigelow and Sarah Hedgepeth –
rehearse a scene for “Comedy of Errors.”

Westfield Residents Present
‘Comedy of Errors’
WESTFIELD – On September 2
and 3 at the ball field in the Memorial
Park Pool Complex, The Westfield
Recreation Department will present
“The Comedy of Errors” by William
Shakespeare.
This comedy concerns two sets of
twin brothers who are separated by a
shipwreck in their infancy.Years later,
one brother and his servant land in a
seaport town. Unbeknownst to them,
their long-lost twin brothers reside in
this very same town. Confusion, chaos
and comedy multiply as spouses,
creditors, friends and foes alike continually mistake the brothers’ identities.
Joseph Penczak directs this hilarious and bawdy comedy, which is
performed entirely by Westfield resi-

dents. In staging the play on Field
Two of Memorial Park, Mr. Penczak
casted the characters as baseball players from various Major League
teams. Merchants are represented
by Brewers and Diamondbacks, an
Abbess becomes an Angel, the father figure is a Padre and the two sets
of identical twins are Mets and Yankees.
Through the generous support of
the Westfield Recreation Department,
admission to “The Comedy of Errors” is free. The play will be performed under the summer sky on
Saturday and Sunday of Labor Day
weekend from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., September 2nd and 3rd. Audience members are encouraged to bring picnic
baskets, blankets and chairs.

Watchung Stables Offers
Horseback Riding Lessons
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s Watchung Stable will once
again offer horseback riding lessons
beginning next month.
“Horseback riding in the Watchung
Reservation is a real treat,” said Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski, Liaison to the Union
County Department of Parks, Recreation and Facilities. “Our lesson program at the Watchung Stable is a
great way to learn how to ride. Since
1935, more than 40,000 girls and
boys have participated in this wonderful program,” she added.
All applicants must be nine years
old or older. Class and troop assignments are based upon riding ability, as
determined by the stable management.
Applicants with previous experience may be asked to demonstrate
their riding ability in order to be

Coffee With Conscience
Series Begins Sept. 16
WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will begin its seventh season by presenting
guitarist and singer/songwriter, Patty
Larkin, in concert at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue) on Saturday, September 16.
Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is $25. All net proceeds from the
concert will be donated to Homefirst
(formerly the Interfaith Council for
the Homeless). New Jersey-based
singer/songwriter, and former featured artist, Scott E. Moore, will open.
Tickets must be purchased in advance
of the concert. Details are available at
www.coffeewithconscience.org.
Ms. Larkin’s songs have been covered by artists ranging from Holly
Cole to Cher. Her own renditions
have been heard in movies ranging
from Ivan Reitman’s Evolution
(DreamWorks) starring Julianne
Moore and David Duchovny to the
Sydney Pollack-directed Random
Hearts (Columbia Pictures), starring
Harrison Ford and Kristen Scott Thomas which used Larkin’s “Good
Thing” as end title.
For more information visit
www.pattylarkin.com The Coffee
With Conscience Concert Series is a

10-show series running from September through June at the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield. This season, the concerts
are being recorded for broadcast by
Westfield’s TV-36.
Residents of Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside
can catch each month’s concert on
Fridays at 10 a.m. and 10 p.m., and on
Sundays at 7 p.m.
For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert Series, the upcoming performance, ways
in which to get involved with the series, or information on getting a copy
of the Season Sampler CD, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org or call
the concert hotline at (908) 412-9105
or e-mail concerts4causes@aol.com.

‘Art in the Gardens’
Return to NJ Gardens
ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders announced that outlet mall Jersey Gardens will host “Art in the Gardens,” a
month-long celebration of the arts
during National Arts and Humanities
Month in October.
The Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, in the Department of Economic Development,
coordinate this annual event. All the
performances in this multicultural
showcase of music and dance will take
place on the weekends, including Columbus Day, in the Center Court of the
Jersey Gardens Mall.
For an application form, call the Division at (908) 558-2550, or e-mail the
Division at culturalinfo@ucnj.org. All
applications are due by September 8.

placed in appropriate classes, which
are held Tuesdays through Saturdays. Fall Troop will last for 10 weeks
beginning on Tuesday, September 5,
and culminate with the Fall Troop
Horse Show.
The Watchung Stable also features
adult lessons for people 18 years of
age and older. This program also will
begin the week of September 5.
Classes for adults are available on
Sundays at 12:45 p.m.; Tuesdays at
10 a.m. and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Adult lessons include an eight-week
program on Sunday and Tuesday
mornings and a six-week program
on Wednesday nights. Beginner
through advanced lessons are available on all three days.
The cost to participate is $210 for
10 classes and varies with Union
County residency status and troop
assignment. Uniforms and helmets
are required and must be provided
at the rider’s expense. Registration
forms and fees must be submitted in
person at the Watchung Stable,
which is located at 1160 Summit
Lane in Mountainside. Daily office
hours are 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 4
p.m.
The Watchung Stable is operated by
the Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities. For
further information and to obtain registration materials, interested persons
are invited to call (908) 789-3665.

Choral Art Society
Seeks New Members
WESTFIELD — Singers of all
voices are invited to join The Choral
Art Society of New Jersey. Rehearsals are held weekly on Tuesdays from
8 to 10 p.m., September to May, and
take place in the choir room of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at the corner of Mountain
Avenue and East Broad Street.
The season’s first rehearsal is on
Tuesday, September 5, with registration and music purchase starting at
7:30 p.m. Singers interested in joining are invited to attend a rehearsal
and meet with James Little, the
society’s musical director.
The fall semester will be spent preparing for the Saturday, January 20,
performance of Felix Mendelssohn’s
Elijah. The winter/spring semester
rehearsals start Tuesday, January 23,
in preparation for a performance on
Saturday, May 12, of Franz Josef
Haydn’s Theresienmesse and Ralph
Vaughn William’s Dona Nobis Pacem.
Both the January and May concerts will be held at the Presbyterian
Church. On Friday, December 1, the
society will host its annual Messiah
Sing starting at 8 p.m. at St. Helen’s
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue.

Gary U.S. Bonds to Perform
At Echo Lake Park Sept. 6

A ROYAL VISIT…Miss New Jersey 2006, Georgine Di Maria of Lodi, visited the
students at the Westfield Summer Workshop on July 28. During the morning, she
toured several classrooms and then performed a violin solo at the Happening, a
student performance for all the children who attended the Workshop.
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Snakes on a Plane: Shakes the
Nerves and Rattles the Brain
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

Thursday, August 31, 2006

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 2006
Union County Summer Arts Festival
concert series returns with a performance by Gary U.S. Bonds and His
Roadhouse Rockers on Wednesday,
September 6 at 7:30 p.m.
Gary U.S. Bonds began his career
in the early 1960s with hits “New
Orleans,” “Quarter to Three” and
“School Is Out.” His popularity in the
United States gained him international
success. On a 1963 tour of Europe,
Gary headlined above a group of relative newcomers: The Beatles.

His latest album received the 2005
W.C. Handy Blues Award as “Comeback Album of the Year.”
The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, with representatives from the county offering
information about important programs and services available to county
residents.
In case of inclement weather, call
the parks and recreation hotline at
(908) 352-8410 after 3 p.m. on September 6. For more information, call
(908) 527-4900.

Ben Taylor has actually stolen his
father’s voice. The son of James Taylor and Carly Simon released his debut with the Ben Taylor Band, “Famous Among the Barns,” in 2002,
and the vocal similarity is at times so
striking that one wishes there was a
more foolproof way to make sure that
the legendary folk singer’s son isn’t
playing some kind of joke on national
audiences.
Okay, now that’s out of the way.
Perhaps the reaction that the resemblance incites is inevitable; it’s a bit
difficult to get past the “James Taylor’s
son” idea en route to Ben Taylor as an
artist in his own right. But once the
listener puts the whole “wow, he
sounds exactly like his father” thing
out of mind, it’s easy to appreciate
Ben without looking for family trademarks behind every element of his
sound.
Taylor fronts a five-person band
that meshes folk, pop and rock and
roll to create a feel similar to Ben
Harper and a more fleshed-out Jack
Johnson. The lead vocals may be
eerily reminiscent of James, but the
music the son creates is no carbon
copy. A mellow ambiance pervades
much of the album, and the electric
guitar-driven sound contains shades
of both the exciting and the relaxing; one of the best parts of this
album is that Taylor does both extremely well.
As a songwriter, he demonstrates a
natural ear for rhythm and flow; his
lyrics, whether wordy or sparse, always seem to roll effortlessly as they
reinforce the overall mood of each
cut.
Back-to-back tracks “No More
Running Away” and “Safe Enough to
Wake Up,” a pair of mellow songs
that are distinct yet equally satisfying. The former is a wistful beauty led
by a soft guitar line and an aura of
quiet longing, and the latter is an
immensely well-crafted blend of lyrical dexterity and light orchestration.
During the verses, Taylor slinks

through long phrases like “Now you
can forget everything that you said/
And every lesson that you ever learned
to regret/Stop trying to guess what’s
coming up next and look up at the
sunset” with ease, and on the chorus,
his sweet vocal line soars
enchantingly.
Taylor’s lyrics are their most heartfelt on “A Good Day to Be Alive,” but
unfortunately, his lyrical revelations
are paired with one of the album’s
less successful orchestrations; vocal
distortion obscures the first verse and
the rest of the song plods along without anything especially interesting
going on musically.
The band builds up an electric,
ominous energy during its cover of
the Zombies’ 1969 hit “Time of the
Season.” The weighty bass drum beat
quickly captivates, and Taylor’s intricate vocal harmonies sustain that excitement.
“Just Like Everyone Else,” perhaps the album’s most folk-inspired
track, opens with a catchy acoustic
guitar and mandolin riff that evolves
into a bouncy, lighthearted song that
provides a nice burst of carefree energy after the heavier “Time of the
Season.”
The Ben Taylor Band really asserts
its independence on the album’s final
track, the instrumental “Tonight.”
Without the elder Taylor’s inevitable
presence during any vocal stretches,
the band grooves over a slow beat in
one of the album’s most unique,
memorable cuts. The lead guitar floats
on a mellow line while the rhythm
section creates the perfect ambiance
for the extended outro.
The album’s close is the most satisfying part of Taylor’s debut. One of
the best marks of an album that works
as a whole is the feeling one is left
with when the CD stops spinning,
and after “Tonight” draws to a close,
the listener feels the best kind of torn
– the simultaneous desire to immediately press “play” again and the feeling of such perfect closure that it
almost seems like it would be a shame
to break the silence.

A HIGH NOTE AT THE WORKSHOP…Matthew Sklar, recently nominated for
a Tony Award for composing the music for Broadway’s current hit The Wedding
Singer, visited students at the Westfield Summer Workshop. A former Westfield
resident, Sklar attended the Workshop from kindergarten through the 11th
grade. During his July visit to WSW, he addressed the Workshop Theater
students who were performing in Seussical.

Fanwood Library Presents
Fanwoodstock III Concert
FANWOOD – On Sunday, September 10, from 1 to 6 p.m. the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
present its Fanwoodstock III concert
– five hours of peace, love and music.
This free event, sponsored by the
board of trustees and the Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library, will
feature music and other events for
families and music lovers of all ages.
The library will dedicate its rain garden, celebrate the 20th anniversary of
the Friends of Fanwood Memorial
Library and much more.
The music starts at 1 p.m. with a set
from area children’s performer Mr.
Mr. Ray. With two albums out already and a third scheduled for release this fall, Mr. Ray will delight
the whole family, especially his core
demographic, two to six year olds.
The music will continue with local
rock hero Pat DiNizio (patdinizio.com).
Longtime Scotch Plains resident, guitarist, vocalist and principal songwriter
of the rock band Smithereens, he will
play two big sets, the first from his

recently released solo CD, “This is Pat
DiNizio,” and another of classic
Smithereens hits.
Mr. DiNizio describes his new CD
as “simply, a collection of 16 of my
favorite pop songs, arranged for solo
voice and piano. It is a collection of
songs that I wish I had written. It was
recorded in its entirety at
Hollingsworth House, my home in
Scotch Plains.”
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s own Goodman Brown
(myspace.com/goodmanbrownnj),
which features Luke Saenz, Peter
Bistis, Alex Cvetovich and Alex
Russo, will close out the afternoon
with a set of its own original rock
sounds.
Picnics, blankets, chairs and family
are recommended for the lawn at
Fanwood Memorial Library. The rain
location is at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School auditorium. For more information, call the library at (908) 3226400 or visit fanwoodlibrary.org/
fanwoodstock.html.

Kean’s Premiere Stages
Presents The Shape of Things
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University continues its 2006 season
with the professional New Jersey premiere of The Shape of Things, an
edgy new comedy by Neil Labute,
hailed by The New Yorker as “the best
new playwright to emerge in the past
decade…a genius.”
Providing fascinating insight into
contemporary relationships, The
Shape of Things centers on Adam, an
impressionable college student who
becomes hopelessly enamored with
rebellious art major Evelyn.
When Evelyn becomes determined
to challenge society’s obsession with
the surface of people, Adam unwittingly becomes the model assistant,
infusing the play’s ending with a
shocking and intriguing twist.
The professional production is directed by acclaimed director Ted
Sluberski and features an Actors’
Equity Association cast, Kean theatre
majors, and a top-notch design team.

“The play effectively examines the
boundaries of artistic expression,”
said John Wooten, Premiere Stages’
Producing Artistic Director. “Labute
has his finger on the pulse of a culture
intoxicated by power and appearance.”
The Shape of Things runs from
Thursday, September 7 through Sunday, September 17 in Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre. Sunday performances begin at 2 p.m.; all
others at 8 p.m. Tickets range from
$15 to $25. A special “pay-what-youcan” performance will be held on
Wednesday, September 6. To order
tickets, get on the mailing list, and/or
to request a season brochure, call the
Wilkins Theatre Box Office at 908737-SHOW.
Located on the Kean University
campus, Premiere Stages offers affordable prices, air-conditioned facilities and free parking in close proximity to the theatres.
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Jimmy & the Parrots Turn
SP into Margaritaville
By DANIELLA REGENCIA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Not even
threats of rain and storms could keep
local residents away from Jimmy
Buffet tribute band Jimmy & the Parrots last Thursday at the Village Green
in Scotch Plains.
Audience members of all ages
brought lawn chairs and leis to enjoy
the two performances of the night. The
first group, a more family-oriented duo
named The Uncle Brothers, performed,
singing songs of goblins, pirates and
even Cinderella. Children and parents
got up and danced in front of the stage,
while other observers clapped and sang
along. The Uncle Brothers gained further audience participation through their
song about silly unicorns, involving
hand gestures and acting out many
different animals.
When the feature performance took
the stage the audience was well prepared for foot-tapping and singing.
Beginning
its
set
with

“Margaritaville,” featuring a few personal touches, Jimmy & the Parrots
delivered everyone’s favorite Jimmy
Buffet songs throughout the night.
Even the elderly got in on the action
and were dancing on the sidewalks.
One elderly attendee, dancing with her
friend, said, “This is the best concert,
especially since we both love Jimmy
Buffett.” Her friend added, “There’s
usually a lot of people here, but they
were probably afraid of the weather
because I would have expected more.”
Residents John Chiodo and Melanie
McCarthy unexpectedly came to the
concert, despite any lingering gray
skies. “We were driving by and decided to come,” Mr. Chiodo said. Ms.
McCarthy added, “This is the first
time we’ve been to one of these concerts and it’s a really nice family event.”
All enjoyed the concert and, summing the experience up, Westfield resident Marlena Sheridan said, “The concert was great; I think everyone, not just
cheeseburgers, was in paradise here.”

Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival is Fun For all
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Judging from the
fun-spirited crowd of parents, toddlers, grandparents, teens and playful
pups, it’s clear that Westfield’s Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival is a
favorite.
The live music, warm weather and
friendly milieu are extremely captivating, and the after-party cocktails,
dinners and light fare sold at
Westfield’s array of restaurants are a
satisfying way to end the jazz night
festivities.
Sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival was
created 10 years ago and features
various jazz and blues bands performing for free every week during
the summer.
Last week’s jazz celebration featured Full Count Big Band, the Chuck
Lambert Band, Eric Mintel Quartet,
the Sonny Clark Project and the Jeanne
Lozier Band. This season’s final jazz
night will be held Tuesday, September 5..
“Jazz Night is always a lovely
evening,” said resident Elaine
Meredith, who enjoys moving from
corner to corner and listening to great
live music. “It’s another plus to living
in Westfield,” she said.

By KATIE TAYLOR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The David Aaron Band, a swingstyle jazz band, played to a large
crowd at Tamaques Park last Thursday evening. The threatening skies
didn’t keep the fans of this 40’s-style
music from enjoying the sweet sounds
of this local New Jersey sextet.
This was the second jazz concert this
summer sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department and Northfork
Bank. The Northfork bank handed out
bubbles and Frisbees to the children, a
promotion that was a big hit.
The band’s opening piece, ‘’S Wonderful’ by George and Ira Gershwin,
was full of energy and immediately
got the crowd members moving and
tapping their feet. The jazz band’s
vocalist, the only female in the group,
had a large robust sultry sound.
The St. Onge family agreed the
concert was “a very relaxing way to
spend a summer evening together.”
Another audience member, Les
Maravetz, had come to the park to
walk his dog and by coincidence came
upon the concert. He said, “it was an
added highlight to my summer night.”
From their lawn-chair view, the audience members enjoyed the band for as

they performed several favorites including “Autumn Leaves” and “Avalon.”
Despite the slight drizzle, Westfield
residents were treated to a lovely summer evening complete with good
music and good community fun,
which was apparent by the many
smiles seen and happy children dancing barefoot on the lawn.

Chansonettes Begin
Rehearsals on Sept. 6
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield will begin rehearsal on
Wednesday, September 6, at 7:30 p.m.
for current members.
The Chansonettes is a women’s
choral group under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda. Rehearsals are held at the Presbyterian Church on Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Anyone interested in singing and
bringing the joy of music to others,
may contact Claudia Osborne at (908)
232-0477 or Nancy Vickers at (908)
654-8675 for more information.
The Chansonettes perform for various organizations, church groups and
nursing homes. Anyone interested in
booking may call the above contacts.

Frame by Frame
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Whether it’s a prized oil painting,
an antique portrait of your greatgrandparents or vibrant snapshots
from this summer’s vacation, finding
the perfect frames can make all the
difference when integrating these
items into your décor. And while freedom of choice is generally a good
thing, being faced with literally thousands of framing options available
may trigger the not-so-good feeling
of being overwhelmed. Fortunately,
there are ways to simplify the selection process.
Two main aspects to consider when
choosing a frame are the style and
colors within the print, painting or
photo, followed by the colors and
style in the room where you’ll be
displaying the piece.
“The first thing you want to do is
match it to the picture,” said Robert
Bolton, owner of Reflections on Canvas Art Gallery and Frame Center in
Westfield.
And matching it doesn’t necessarily mean pulling an exact color from
the print, according to Peter Ure of
Barry’s Frame Shop and Art Gallery
in Scotch Plains.
For example, Mr. Ure said, if you’re
framing a landscape that has pink

Does theatre excite and inspire you?
“RAGTIME”

“ANYTHING GOE
S”
“GUYS & DOLLS
”

“RAGTIME”

Allison Siko, 18, with her canine
friends Cory and Riley in tow, appreciates Westfield’s jazz celebration and
commented on the town’s dog friendliness.
Attendees are not the only ones
who relish Westfield’s mini-jazz
fest. The event enables performing
musicians to attract new fans. Resident Rich Carlson plays trombone
for the Full Count Big Band and
enjoys performing at Sweet Sounds
because he loves its neighborly ambiance.
“My favorite thing about the night
is the community feeling it brings,”
he said. “We’re a local group and lots
of friends and neighbors come out, go
to dinner and see the band.”
“I feel it really brings out a lot of
good town spirit. The DWC has
done a great job bringing many diverse styles of jazz to Westfield and
we are proud to be a part of jazz
night as we feel it is kind of like a
homecoming and our favorite gig of
the year.”
This is the second year Jeanne
Lozier and her blues band played at
the event, and the soulful singer
seems poised for a third year at the
the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival.
“It’s a great thing. I’m having a lot
of fun,” Ms. Lozier said.

HOME & GARDEN TRENDS

JAZZERCISE...The Chuck Lambert band entertains in front of the town’s evergreen
tree in train station plaza during the Sweet Sounds Jazz Festival on Tuesday night.

Jazz Concert In The Park
Pleases Local Audience
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Do you wish you could jump up on the stage
and sing, dance and act?

Class Registration for drama, musical theatre,
dance, and voice — ages 8 - Adults

September 6 & 7, 2006 4 pm to 8 pm
728 WESTFIELD AVENUE,WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(formerly Lincoln School located behind Kehler Stadium)

flowers in it, using a pink matte may
actually overwhelm the piece and
detract from it.
“Don’t pull the darkest dark or lightest light from a picture,” he said,
explaining that the contrast is too
high. “The matte should push the
frame away so that the picture can
come forward.”
But do all pieces require mattes?
Both Mr. Bolton and Mr. Ure believe
that oil paintings are probably the
only types that need not be matted.
“In my opinion, it always looks
better when there’s a space between
the frame and the picture, so that’s
where your matting comes in,” Mr.
Bolton said.
According to Mr. Ure, the current
trend in frames is toward classic styles,
with gold or silver being in highest
demand.
“Prints with ‘cool’ colors like blues
and purples go well with silver, and
oranges, reds and browns go with gold”
Mr. Ure said. “Try to match ‘cool’ with
‘cool’ and ‘warm’ with ‘warm.’”
Mr. Ure explained that in addition
to choosing a shade of gold or silver,
another color can also be hand-rubbed
over that for a totally different effect.
Black-and-white pictures are
treated slightly differently than colored prints.
“Go for middle tones like grays and
silvers,” Mr. Ure said. “That way whites
will come forward and blacks will
drop back, giving more dimension.”
Mr. Bolton reported that there are
now mattes available with a “black
core” that work well with black-andwhite prints.
“When you cut the bevel of those
mattes, instead of seeing a white edge,
you see black,” he said.
Mr. Bolton also cited a trend toward
using larger mattes, such as pairing a
one-and-a-half-inch frame with a
three-and-half-to-four-inch matte. He
said mattes in suede and fabrics like
silk and linen are also in demand.
Mattes are now available in archival quality to help prevent the color
changes or browning of prints formerly caused by the acidic wood pulp
found in older mattes.
Mr. Bolton additionally discussed
the popularity of “fillets,” which line
the inside of a matte and are approximately one quarter to one half inch
wide. They give the impression of a
frame within a frame.
Finding one suitable frame can be
enough of a daunting task, but what if
you wish to hang a whole grouping?
One way to harmonize multiple
frames is to stay within the same
families of style or color.
“You can even use different colors,
as long as they all have the same
value,” Mr. Ure said. “Make sure one
is not brighter than all the others
where it jumps out at you.”
Mr. Bolton said you can’t go wrong
by uniting the group with coordinating neutral mattes such as off-white.
“If you line up all your frames in a
row, they should blend together,” Mr.
Ure said.
He cautioned not to choose anything too dramatic that might draw
the eye too much to frames.
“The focus is the art and should
always be the art,” he said. “You can
break the rules and have it work, but
always try to maintain the integrity of
what you’re framing.”
Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

For information call: 908-233-3200 or
Email: wyactnj@comcast.net or Website: www.wyact.org

Reminisce to Perform
At SP Village Green

WYACT – The Most Respected Name in Professional Youth Theatre!

SCOTCH PLAINS – Reminisce
will perform on Thursday, Sept. 7
from 8 to 9:30 p.m. on the Village
Green in Scotch Plains.

STRANGER THAN FICTION...Sixteen-year old Kate Douglas’ “dramedy”
Barely Strangers recently won third place in the Young Playwright contest
sponsored by the Theater Project of Union County College.

‘All The World’s A Stage’
For WF’s Kate Douglas
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A play written
“on a whim” by a Westfield teen
recently won third place in the Young
Playwright contest sponsored by the
Theater Project of Union County College.
Entitled Barely Strangers, the work
is considered a “dramedy” by its author, 16-year-old Kate Douglas.
“The play centers around a park
bench in New York City, and shows
how strangers interact towards each
other,” explained Miss Douglas, who
will be a junior at Westfield High
School (WHS) in September.
“I was researching possible settings for a play about strangers and a
park bench came to mind,” she continued.
The young playwright’s interest in
theatre began when she was a student
at Edison Intermediate School. There,
a special educator named Michael
Altman became a mentor and helped
her identify her talent.
“He helped me make good choices
both on the stage and off,” she said.
Around the same time, Miss Douglas appeared as the character
Quince in the Westfield Y’s production of “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.”
In addition, she has been a part of
many WHS performances and an
MTV music video for the song “Romo
Goth” by the band Department of
Eagles.
Miss Douglas also attends the
American Academy for the Dramatic
Arts, where she has participated in a
number of its “Lunching Live” showcases for agents and directors.

The young playwright has also
helped out with props and stage management at several Westfield Community Players’ productions.
“Without a doubt, I want to be
involved in some aspect of writing
and/or performing for my career,”
Miss Douglas said.
“We chose Katie’s play because
she displayed an incredible ear for
naturalistic dialogue and each character in her play spoke in a distinctive
voice,” said Mark Spina, artistic director for the Theater Project.
“She is clearly a gifted and dedicated writer,” he added.
Miss Douglas has a second play in
the works which is untitled, and according to Miss Douglas, focuses on
the relationship between a young
mother and her writer son.
“His latest novel is about his mother,
which troubles her quite a bit,” she
explained.
As one might expect, when Miss
Douglas isn’t authoring plays, she’s
in the audience enjoying them. The
number of plays she has attended is
“too numerous to count,” she said,
adding that her very favorite is the
little-known musical The Last Five
Years.
Other activities Miss Douglas enjoys are watching television and reading. She has also worked on Folio,
Westfield High School’s literary
magazine.
The upcoming months will find
Miss Douglas, along with another
teen, Matt Daley, forming a support
group for young playwrights called
the Young Playwright Association.
The organization will be under the
direction of the Theater Project.

Fall Programs Begin at
Workshop for Arts
WESTFIELD - The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield, announced
its fall programs.
Children ages three to five can
participate in Kids ‘n’ Arts. This
drop-off program is offered for a
two-hour session at 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. or at 12:30 p.m. to 2:30
p.m. Classes are held Tuesdays,
Wednesdays or Thursdays, beginning October 3 and continuing until
January 25. Instructors Diane
Burkam and Valerie Pineda will
guide the children in art, music and
theater crafts.
Kids on Keys is a group piano
lesson that uses Musique Rapid, a
system that provides students with a
take-home kit that includes a keyboard and a game board. The 10lesson program, which begins September 14, is taught by Susannah
Marks.
Both children and adults can enroll
in vocal and instrumental music lessons at The Music Studio. Private
instruction is given in a 30-, 45- or 60minute format. Instruments include
string, guitar, woodwinds, brass, percussion and piano.
The Music Studio operates from 9
a.m. until 9 p.m., Monday through
Friday, and from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m.
on Saturdays. The 14-week fall session begins September 11.
In addition to music lessons, the
Music Studio offers opportunities for
area musicians to play in its bands,
orchestras and ensembles.
The Westfield Fencing Club
(WFC) holds classes in bouting for
fencers from ages 10 to adult. Held
at All Saints Church in Scotch Plains,
the WFC offers classes for beginners, intermediate and advanced students in epee, foil and saber. Sessions are given Wednesdays at 6:30
p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and on Saturdays at 9 a.m., 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.,
beginning September 13. Instructors
include Ron Margulis, John

Hawkins, Charles Dooley and Bruce
Rachman.
New to the NJWA schedule this
year is a course for younger actors
entitled Creative Drama Performance
Workshop. Taught by former
Westfield Public School staff member Donna Stein, this performance
class is geared toward students entering grades three to five and will be
held from 3:30 until 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays, beginning September 12,
at the First Baptist Church on Elm
Street in Westfield.
The Musical Theater Workshop,
directed by Broadway actor Juan
Pineda, focuses on more advanced
acting techniques. The beginner
class, for ages 10 to 15, focuses on
basic acting, singing and performance techniques. The class meets
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. The intermediate class, for ages 14 to 18, offers
two sessions, one on Thursdays at
4:35 p.m. and one on Saturdays at
1:30 p.m.
Brochures on NJWA programs are
available at the office or by calling
(908) 789-9696.

Music School Begins
Classes on Sept. 6
SPRINGFIELD – The Calderone
School of Music in East Hanover and
Springfield is accepting registrations
for new students. Classes for the new
school year begin Wednesday, September 6.
The school provides private instruction on instruments for students of all
ages and ability levels. The school
also provides Kindermusik classes
for children from birth to seven years
old.
In addition to music lessons, students also have the opportunity to
participate in ensembles, auditions,
competitions, and recitals.
For information call (973) 4280405 or (973) 467-4688 or visit
calderoneschoolofmusic.com.

WHODUNIT?…Students in the CSI: Westfield course at the Westfield Summer
Workshop investigate “evidence” with teacher Michael Burgess.

