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PREMIUM MONEY
MARKET PLUS

with a minimum deposit of $15,000 
and a Smart Plus Package.*

There are a lot of ways to look at our 4.80%
grand opening offer. But whatever your point
of view, HSBC can take you there.

APY
%4.80

Tuition Vacation

SUMMIT
47 Maple Street

Jeff Dzoba
(908) 598-1012 

WESTFIELD
1 Elm Street

Michael Niemiec
(908) 518-1581

To obtain more information, 
speak to your local Branch Manager.

Grand Opening
Introductory Offer

Open a Smart Plus Package with a qualifying deposit and get a
FREE Companion Airline Ticket Certificate good anywhere
in the U.S. and Canada when you purchase a regular ticket
starting at just $189.**

VacationTuition

*A Smart Plus Package is required. You must deposit $15,000 or more in new money to open the Premium Money Market Plus account. New money means funds not previously held by any member of the HSBC Group. This
is a special offer applicable to Premium Money Market Plus accounts opened from July 24, 2006 through October 24, 2006 at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches only. The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) and
balances offered through January 24, 2007 on such accounts are: 0.70% APY on balances less than $15,000 and 4.80% on balances $15,000 or more. After January 24, 2007 the variable APY for that date will apply. For
example, using the Premium Money Market Plus APY from July 24, 2006 for balances above $15,000 an account opened on July 24, 2006 will yield 4.80% for 185 days until January 24, 2007 and will yield 2.75% after that
date. So, the blended APY for the first year after account opening is 3.79%. The blended APY for funds that are on deposit for fewer than 185 days will be lower as it may vary depending on the number of days the promotional
rate is earned. The non-promotional APY is variable and may change during the Sale Period. Charges and fees may reduce earnings. 

**Free Companion Airline Ticket Certificate (“Certificate”) offer requires a Smart Plus Package which includes an Interest Checking Plus account. The 0.25% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on Interest Checking Plus is accurate
as of July 24, 2006 on balances of $5.00 or more. APY is variable and subject to change after opening. Charges and fees may reduce earnings. The account must remain opened for a minimum of six months to qualify for
the Certificate. Nominal value of the Certificate ($45.00) will be reported on IRS Form 1099. Limit one Certificate per customer. The Certificate will be issued at the time of Smart Plus Package opening. Certificate issued by
Spirit Incentives, a registered seller of travel in Florida (#17213). HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is not responsible for the fulfillment of the Certificate. Good anywhere in the U.S. and Canada when you purchase a regular ticket
starting at just $189. Additional restrictions do apply. Offer valid on Smart Plus Packages opened from July 24, 2006 through October 24, 2006 at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches only. See Terms of Participation
at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches for full details.

Issued by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. ©2006 HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Member FDIC. 

Visit our two NEW locations

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

New Providence Mayor
Not Seeking Third Term

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

NEW PROVIDENCE – Two-term
mayor of New Providence Allen
Morgan has announced he will not be
seeking a third term.

Mr. Morgan, 51, said the recent
change to an early-morning shift at
his job as a driver for United Parcel
Service (UPS) made serving another
four years as mayor impossible. He
said he would stay on through the
remainder of the year.

He listed the upcoming
groundbreaking of the borough’s new
rescue squad building and the town’s
streetscape to be completed by No-
vember as two projects he is most
proud. “All I’ve ever wanted was what
was best for the town,” he said.

Mr. Morgan serves as president of
the Union County League of Munici-
palities, a post he will hold until De-
cember. He has been active in the
organization during his eight years as
mayor. The mayor said he always en-
joyed the “exchange” of ideas by other
elected officials at league meetings.

“Most towns have the same prob-
lems but they handle them differ-
ently,” he said. He said the league is
not about party affiliation but more of
a discussion group on common prob-
lems. “It was very educational.”

In terms of his replacement, Mr.
Morgan said, “It would almost have
to be,” a current council member.
“The jobs (of mayor and councilman)
are totally different,” Mr. Morgan said.

A Democrat has not been elected
mayor since Frank Farley served in
the 1960s. This year the party ran
write-in candidates for mayor and
council and is planning to announce
the names of this fall’s candidates.

“With Mayor Morgan’s withdrawal
from running for re-election, we have
[the] best chance to end 50-years of
an all-Republican mayor and bor-
ough council,” said New Providence
Democratic Committee Chairman
Michael Shapiro in a press release.

Mr. Shapiro confirmed that Kathie
Veloric (DEM), who was on the bal-
lot for mayor in November, withdrew
for “work-related” reasons. The party,
he said, is “actively recruiting” a re-
placement mayoral candidate.

In an e-mail to The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he said the Democratic mu-
nicipal committee “will be running a
full slate, mayor and two council can-
didates, but, according to state law,
the New Providence Democratic
Committee, like the Republican Com-
mittee, must meet and vote to select
the new candidates. Until they do so,
the candidates cannot be placed on
the ballot and are not considered to be
official candidates.”

When asked to comment on the
Democrats chances in the borough
this fall Mr. Morgan said, “The proof
is in the pudding. She (the Democrat

write-in mayoral candidate) just
bailed out.”

“Most people don’t vote for the
party. They vote for the person,” Mr.
Morgan said.

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin said the local Repub-
lican committee has until mid-Sep-
tember to select a replacement candi-
date to run in the November  general
election.

“The (Republican) municipal com-
mittee has to fill the vacancy on the
line (ballot),” Mr. Morin said.

Mr. Morin said he gives the mayor
“a lot of credit,” for making the deci-
sion not to seek reelection knowing
he could not contribute the hours nec-
essary to serve as mayor.

“Al embodies everything you want
in a local official,” Mr. Morin said.
“He was always responsive to the
residents. He is the workingman’s
councilman. Even as mayor he al-
ways dealt with issues with residents
one on one.”

According to the Union County
Board of Elections website, there are
2,096 registered Republicans in the
borough of 12,000 residents and 3.6
square miles, 1,093 registered Demo-
crats, one Green Party and one Liber-
tarian Party voters and 4,295 unaffili-
ated voters.

Schoor DePalma
Promotes John Vena
SCOTCH PLAINS – John Vena, a

Scotch Plains resident has been pro-
moted to water resources division
director for Schoor DePalma, an en-
gineering and consulting firm.

Mr. Vena, a vice president with the
firm, has 30 years of engineering ex-
perience and is a licensed professional
engineer in New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. His expe-
rience includes planning, design and
construction administration of waste-
water treatment facilities, conveyance
systems, pumping stations, infiltra-
tion/inflow studies and combined
sewer overflow (CSO) facilities.

“We are pleased to further enhance
our services by bringing John’s engi-
neering and project expertise to the
head of our water resource division,”
said Timothy McGough, executive vice
president and general manager for
Schoor DePalma. “His knowledge and
experience, combined with the quality
of service he gives to our clients, is
unsurpassed in this field and he is truly
an asset to our organization.”

In addition to his role as division
director, Mr. Vena maintains affilia-
tions with the Water Environment
Federation, the New Jersey Water
Environment Association, the Asso-
ciation of Environmental Authorities
and the Pennsylvania Municipal Au-
thorities Association.

Unity Bank Promotes
Former SP Manager
AREA – Union resident Chris Bono

has been appointed to assistant vice
president and branch manager of
Unity Bank’s South Plainfield office.

Mr. Bono had been the assistant
vice president and branch manager of
the Unity branch in Scotch Plains.
His entire career has been in financial
services with the bank, rising from
teller to manager in six years.

Born and raised in Union, Mr.
Bono is an active member of the
business community and is on the
board of the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association and the
Plainfield Chamber of Commerce.
He is a member of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion and the Knights of Columbus
Union Council No. 4504.

Five Intersections
Undergo Road Work
AREA — Union County officials

have announced construction projects
planned at five locations in Hillside
and Springfield.

Work is scheduled to begin on North
Broad Street at Hillside Avenue and
Mertz Avenue in Hillside on Septem-
ber 14 and will be complete by No-
vember 17. Work will begin on Moun-
tain Avenue in Springfield on No-
vember 12 and continue until De-
cember 5. Work on Springfield Av-
enue is scheduled to start on January
9 and run through January 30.

Work will include new signal equip-
ment, controller cabinets with bat-
tery back-up systems, signs, striping,
vehicle detection devices, handicap
ramps, sidewalks and pedestrians sig-
nals with countdown features. The
work will be performed at the follow-
ing intersections: North Broad Street
with Hillside Avenue and Mertz Av-
enue, Hillside; South Springfield
Avenue with Milltown Road and
Shunpike Road, Springfield; and the
fire signal on Mountain Avenue be-
tween Waverly Avenue and Tooker
Avenue, Springfield.

By GOP Senate Candidate Tom Kean, Jr.

Investigation by U.S. Attorney of
Corrupt BPU is Long Overdue

MOUNTAINSIDE — Regarding news
last week that the United States Attorney’s
Office served the Board of Public Utili-
ties with subpoenas to obtain documents
related to the scandal-ridden Clean En-
ergy Program:

“I have been calling for this long over-
due independent investigation into the
corruption at BPU for months, after nu-
merous media reports have shown that
Clean Energy Program is rife with ethical
problems that may well rise to the level of
criminal conduct. We must always bear
in mind that the millions of dollars that
may have been squandered in this scandal

were monies taken from New Jersey resi-
dents in the form of higher utility bills.
This alleged fleecing of the public comes
at a time when New Jerseyans are strain-
ing under the weight of relentless tax
increases and soaring property tax bills.

We can all agree that a cleaner environ-
ment is a top priority, and those who have
lost in this scandal are those seeking
cleaner energy alternatives. Ending abu-
sive government practices such as those
set forth in the Treasury Department audit
of the BPU is the first step in getting our
fiscal affairs in order and ending the cor-
ruption, which has come to dominate the
landscape of New Jersey politics.

The intervention of the U.S. Attorney
should be welcomed by anyone who is
interested in getting to the truth of this
growing scandal and restoring New Jer-
sey to a higher standard of ethical con-
duct. The Governor should direct the BPU
to cooperate and ensure that the stone-
walling that occurred with the Treasury
audit is not repeated again.”

By DEM Senate Candidate Bob Menendez

Kean Failed to Disclose Inheritance
is beneficiary; omitting the required in-
come information for the underlying as-
sets of the trusts in which he is beneficiary
and  insufficiently disclosing the value of
a significant asset in the Elizabeth S.
Kean Trust.

The Menendez campaign further as-
serted that: “According to federal law, the
description of each asset held by a candi-
date must also include complete disclo-
sure of the underlying assets as well. Mr.
Kean Jr. holds, through trust funds, invest-
ments in an array of privately managed
hedge, mutual and private equity funds.
These include the Julius Baer International
Equity Fund, an equity fund managed by a
private Swiss bank, the Fulham Investors
LP II Participation Fund, the Sage Capital
LP Participation Fund and the MW Global
Partners LP Participation Fund, which may
operate as hedge funds.

The Menendez Campaign requests Mr.
Kean to “amend the filing immediately.”

CLEANING UP FOR FALL…The unofficial gardening club of the Westfield
Service League recently gathered to beautify the grounds of the league’s Thrift
and Consignment Shop. The shop, located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield, will
reopen for business on Wednesday, September 6, at 9 a.m. Fall merchandise will
be featured including clothes, shoes, jewelry, toys and household items. Store
hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Charlotte Clevenger, Jill Sitcer, Carolyn Fleder and Betsy McQuade.
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Deborah Madison for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUSEUM DEDICATION...Members of the Westfield Historical Society and
officials of the Town of Westfield last Saturday dedicate the historic Reeve House
on Mountain Avenue for a museum. Pictured, from left to right: Bottom row:
Nancy Priest, President of the Westfield Historical Society, Mayor Andy Skibitsky;
2nd row: Hassan (Sam) Mahmoud, Carol Tener, Sherry Cronin; 3rd row: Karrie
Hanson, William Shepherd, Letty Hudak, Linda Giuditta; 4th row: George
Gross, Earl Frawley, Ed Wittke and Chris Forno.

NEW BRUNSWICK – The Menendez
for Senate campaign filed a complaint last
week with the Senate Ethics Committee
against Tom Kean Jr. The complaint stated
that Mr. Kean failed to disclose the full
scope and nature of his inherited assets.

“Tom Kean Jr. has the right to blow his
inheritance on his campaign, but he also
has a legal and ethical obligation to tell
the public where the money is coming
from. He is in clear violation of ethics
laws and he should come clean about
what he is hiding before the Senate ethics
committee forces him to,” Menendez cam-
paign spokesman Matthew Miller said.

The Menendez campaign said Mr. Kean
Jr. violated disclosure rules by: failing to
give a full and complete description of the
assets held by the trusts of which he is
beneficiary; failing to identify his per-
centage interest in the Elizabeth S. Kean
Trust; failing to identify the value to him
of the assets held by the trusts of which he


