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Dennis Fyffe Begins Position
As WHS Interim Principal

By SARAH QUELLER
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Dennis Fyffe has
assumed his position as Westfield High
School’s (WHS) interim principal,
replacing Robert Petix, who retired in
June after leading WHS for 26 years.

Mr. Fyffe said he agreed to work for
one year in the Westfield school dis-
trict, allowing the board of education
(BOE) to search for a new, permanent
principal. He was named the interim
position after Anthony Akey, an assis-
tant principal at Summit High School,
turned down the full-time position after
initially accepting the post.

Mr. Fyffe enters the po-
sition with 35 years of edu-
cational experience. He re-
tired in August of 2005 as
Sayreville superintendent.
He was a high-school ad-
ministrator for 18 years and
worked in Summit and
Moorestown for 10 years,
which he said are “similar
to Westfield in community
and student aspiration.”

Mr. Fyffe also was an
English teacher, taught preschool with
the Head Start program and did fed-
eral grant work. Since he retired, he
has taken interim jobs; he recently
worked for six months as a superin-
tendent for Long Beach Island BOE.

During an interview in his office
Friday with The Westfield Leader, Mr.
Fyffe said he will work with three
assistant principals, but is still inter-
viewing candidates for the positions.
Current assistant principal Robert Eyre
plans to retire at the end of December.

He said Westfield’s “wonderful repu-
tation,” “excellent community” and
“high-achieving student body” attracted
him to his new position. He said he
heard about the “fine reputation” of
Westfield athletics and the Hi’s Eye,
WHS’ weekly, student-run newspaper.

Mr. Fyffe said that since he started
working in Westfield, his experiences
“affirmed what I expected.” He said
he is impressed by WHS’ “involved
faculty and vibrant school.”

As principal, Mr. Fyffe said his first
goal is “to support what’s already going
on.” He wants to be “an effective man-
ager.” The school already runs smoothly,
he said. He said there is nothing about
WHS he wishes to change, but would
address a problem if it arose.

His biggest challenge as a new prin-
cipal, said Mr. Fyffe, is becoming ac-
quainted with staff and students and

understanding the local
culture and history to add
his “personal philosophy
to the climate.” He said
that as an administrator, he
must be a supporter of staff
and students.

He said he learned from
past experience the “need
to balance the task part of
the job with the human
aspect.”

“Schools are not facto-
ries,” he said.

In order to prepare for a large in-
coming WHS freshman class, Mr.
Fyffe said the school will provide
standard freshmen orientation and an
evening to meet parents and will work
with the guidance department.

Mr. Fyffe said he would support Mr.
Petix’s protection of open lunch for
upperclassmen. He said he is open to
discussion about whether seniors
should be required to take final exams;
however, he said any change would
require the support of faculty, the su-
perintendent and the BOE. “There’s
no pre-determined outcome,” he said.

Mr. Fyffe said working in Westfield
is a “very attractive opportunity.”

“I’m really glad to be here and I’m
looking forward to a great year,” he
said.

Dennis Fyffe

Restoration Begins After Town
Leases Reeve House to His. Soc.
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A ceremonial
lease signing, representing a 99-year
lease agreement between the Town of
Westfield and the Westfield Histori-
cal Society, was held last Saturday at
the historic Reeve House on Moun-
tain Avenue.

Standing on the front porch of the

131-year-old Victorian dwelling,
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky held the
lease while Historical Society Presi-
dent Nancy Priest motioned as if pen-
ning her signature to the contract.
The historical society is now the leaser
of the three-story house and property,
which is on the National Historical
Registry. The actual lease agreement
was signed in April of this year at

Town Hall.
Society members conducted a tour

of the house and grounds, pointing
out some of the Victorian architec-
tural features such as the butler’s pan-
tries, built-in linen cabinets and ma-
hogany banisters. Donated to the town
by lifelong Westfield resident Edgar
Reeve, the house, built in 1875, is
situated on 1.62 acres of land at 314
Mountain Avenue. Edgar Reeve’s fa-
ther, William Reeve, was the original
owner of the house.

In the past few years, the house had
fallen into a state of neglect and dis-
repair. Water damage from burst pipes
necessitated the removal of several
areas of the ceiling and floor, while
rainwater continues to leak inside one
room from a compromised roof, his-
torical society members said. His-
torical society members did not know
how much of the home’s old-world
charm and original features could be
preserved in light of the extensive
water damage.

As a part of the lease agreement,
the historical society will restore the
house and grounds before moving its
archives into the house. The archives
are currently stored in two rooms in a
board of education building.

Ms. Priest told The Leader the house
would be “not only a museum, but a
significant history center for the en-
tire community.” The society plans to
hold educational and innovative his-
tory programs in the house once it is
restored. Mayor Skibitsky said, “The
Westfield Historical Society has taken
on an important task, a major task for
the Town of Westfield. I think this
will be a great resource for the town
and for our schools.”

The historical society commis-
sioned a feasibility study by histori-
cal architect Margaret Westfield, who
determined the house could be reha-
bilitated for $1.3 million to $3.3 mil-
lion, depending on choices of uses,
materials and amenities. The histori-
cal society submitted a proposal to
the town, estimating a cost of $1.8
million to restore the house for its
intended purposes. According to the
lease agreement, the historical soci-
ety has three years in which to raise
those funds. Ms. Priest said it will
sponsor several events for the fall to
kick off its fundraising campaign,
which will solicit grants as well as
private donations.

Restoration decisions regarding
which materials to use and which
era of historical accuracy to apply
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WF, SP Schools Open Wednesday;
New Leaders Join Administration

By CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Local school children head
back to the classroom Wednesday amid
the usual newly painted classrooms,
new staff and new administrators, in-
cluding an interim principal at
Westfield High School and a new su-
perintendent of schools for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public schools.

In Westfield, 40 new staff members,
who were hired to replace teachers and
administrators who retired or are on
leave, will greet 6,000 students from
kindergarten to high-school seniors.
Westfield High School Interim Princi-
pal Dennis Fyffe and Guidance Direc-
tor Stephen Maczynski are among the
new hires to the school district.

Newly hired teachers have partici-
pated in the district’s New Teacher
Institute, an orientation program.

Mr. Fyffe, a former superintendent
of schools for the Sayreville Public
Schools and interim superintendent
for the Long Beach Island Board of
Education, took over as WHS princi-
pal on July 1.

He replaces Robert Petix, who led
WHS for the past 26 years. Anthony
Akey, an assistant principal at Sum-
mit High School, had originally ac-
cepted but later declined the offer to
be the new principal.

“I am looking forward to a very

successful new school year. I am par-
ticularly excited about the new lead-
ership at the guidance office under
Stephen Maczynski, who is off to a
terrific start,” Superintendent of
Schools William Foley said. “Dennis
Fyffe will be an excellent interim
principal while we begin a search for
a permanent replacement at [WHS].”

Mr. Maczynski comes to Westfield
from Georgetown Preparatory School
in North Bethesda, Md., where he
was director of college counseling.
He spent nine years in school coun-
seling, previously taught AP Govern-
ment and moderated the school’s
Model United Nations Debate Teams.

Elsewhere, the principals of
Westfield’s Wilson and Washington
elementary schools have switched
positions, with Joseph Malanga tak-
ing over at Wilson and Andrew Perry
moving to Washington.

Jim DeSarno has taken over as var-
sity football of the WHS Blue Devils,
replacing Ed Tranchina, who will

continue to serve as the athletic direc-
tor. Mr. DeSarno is a former assistant
coach at Shabazz and Linden High
Schools and most recently was head
coach at Kinnelon High School.

According to Lorre Korecky, school
community relations coordinator, new
classes have been added at WHS, in-
cluding new broadcast journalism and
broadcast TV production courses. Ad-
ditionally, students entering the eighth
grade have the option of new advanced
debate and science quest classes.

New improvements in technology
have also been approved for the up-
coming school year. Computers and
software will be installed in all fourth-
grade classrooms and Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools will re-
ceive three mobile laptop carts. Con-
taining 30 laptops each, the carts will
increase the ratio of computers to
students in the district.

Mrs. Korecky said upgrades of the
technology infrastructure would allow

NJTA Plans Improvements
for Clark Traffic Circle

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK — Reconstruction of the
traffic circle in Clark off exit 135 of
the Garden State Parkway will com-
mence in June of 2007 with comple-
tion of the $4.1-million New Jersey
Turnpike Authority (NJTA) project
scheduled for December of 2007, turn-
pike officials told The Westfield
Leader.

The planned improvements include
the widening and realigning of the
northbound and southbound exit
ramps, the construction of two new
connector roads and the addition of
four traffic lights to meter traffic onto
the circle, NJTA officials said.

Currently, motorists at the circle
wait for others to yield, a situation
that causes extensive delays, said Joe
Orlando, spokesperson for the NJTA.
The Clark circle has been a source of
traffic delays and other traffic prob-
lems for many years, he said.

Many of the commuters affected
by these traffic delays are residents of
towns surrounding Clark, he added.
Turnpike officials said that more than
60,000 motorists use exit 135 daily.

Detective Sergeant Raymond
Palmer, traffic supervisor for the Clark
Police Department, said he has re-
ceived numerous complaints from

drivers about traffic on the circle dur-
ing the past 10 years. Mr. Palmer,
along with town administrators in
Clark and other local police depart-
ments, was a part of the consulting
team that contributed input into the
redesign plans, Mr. Orlando said.

Not everyone agrees with the de-
sign plans for this project. Former
Westfield mayor Bud Boothe told The
Westfield Leader that although he
agrees with the need for redesigning
the circle, the redesign plans the NJTA
has proposed are “horrible.”

“The metered lights are ridiculous,”
he said. “It will make a bad situation
even worse.”

Mr. Boothe said he has studied
traffic-engineering issues for many
years and said he is knowledgeable
enough to know bad plans. “They
could do different things. A longer
exit is needed, but not the metered
lights being proposed,” he said. He
said a metered system would limit the
number of vehicles entering the circle.

Mr. Orlando told The Leader he
would not comment on Mr. Boothe’s
opinion. He said, “Everybody who is
appropriate has weighed in on this.
We have taken input from engineers
and local officials. They’re happy with
this design.”
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FATHER AND SON...Bill Schwab of Westfield and his son, Matthew, shoot a
commercial Saturday at the Westfield Train Station. Mr. Schwab commented,
“It’s funny, I’ve art directed photography all over the world. Matthew and I shot
a campaign in Spain, Denmark and the UK earlier this year. For 20 years, this was
the first time I’ve been able to shoot in Westfield. It was great.”

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THINGS ARE LOOKING UP...Members of the Westfield Historical Society and Mayor Andrew Skibitsky conduct a tour of the
Reeve House on Mountain Avenue on Saturday to mark the signing of the 99-year lease to the society for converting the historic
home, willed to the town, into a museum and public artisan center. The society now embarks on the fundraising necessary for
renovation work. See more at www.goleader.com/photos and learn about the society at www.westfieldhistorical society.org.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS...Three luxury automobiles worth over $100,000 are
housed in Westfield after being confiscated by the sheriff’s department then
auctioned and sold for a minimum bid of $300 to Sheriff Officer Christopher Coon
as the only qualifying bidder. Mr. Coon is the stepson of Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. The parties will appear in court on September 8.

Courtesy of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority
CLARK CIRCLE…New Jersey Turnpike officials announced in June that a $4-
million improvement project for the Clark traffic circle off exit 135 of the Garden
State Parkway will commence in June 2007.

Pedestrian Dies Following
Accident on North Avenue

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An 82-year-old
Westfield woman died Monday, sev-
eral hours after being struck by a car
as she attempted to cross East North
Avenue between Central Avenue and
Elmer Street.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said
Marie Schlieske was crossing the
street at 11:43 a.m. when she was
struck by a Toyota traveling west-
bound. The captain said the woman
was not walking in a crosswalk.

Westfield Rescue Squad personnel
transported her to University Hospi-
tal in Newark. Captain Auchter said
the Westfield Police Department was
notified at 5:05 p.m. that the victim
had died from her injuries.

The driver of the Toyota was iden-

tified as 72-year-old Florence Pecker,
also of Westfield. Captain Auchter
told The Westfield Leader Tuesday
that no charges had been filed against
the driver. He said the incident re-
mained under investigation by the
Westfield Police Department’s Traf-
fic Safety Bureau.

Anthony Romano, a UPS driver
who was traveling eastbound on North
Avenue and saw the accident occur,
said he witnessed no error on the
driver’s part.

“She wasn’t going fast, she was in
the left lane, she was not out of her
lane,” said Mr. Romano. He said the
driver pulled into a nearby parking
lot after the accident occurred.

Mr. Romano called 911 from a
cellular telephone in his truck. With
an operator providing instructions
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Car Sale to Sheriff’s Stepson
Halted Pending Court Hearing

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – A state superior
court judge has temporarily halted the
sale by auction of three model year
2004 luxury automobiles, valued at
more than $100,000, for $300 to the
stepson of long-time Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich pending a court
hearing on Friday, September 8.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone ordered the auction to satisfy
a $142,628 judgment he made on
February 17 against Hillside Auto
Center for violating the state’s “lemon
law” as per the New Jersey Consumer
Fraud Act. Hillside has appealed that
decision and had sought to stop the
sale of the auctioned cars to Christo-
pher Coon, the sheriff’s stepson and
himself a Union County sheriff’s of-
ficer, pending a decision on its ap-
peal. According to an August 24 story
in The Star-Ledger, the dealership
faces seizure of its remaining assets
to satisfy the judgment minus $300.

Hillside filed the “show cause” or-
der for a temporary restraining order
or injunction on August 21, claiming
the August 15 county sheriff’s auc-
tion, held at Sevell’s Auto Body in
Westfield, “was clearly a sham.” Hill-

side has said allowing the sale to move
forward would cause the dealership
“immediate and irreparable damage.”

Henry Furst, a West Orange attor-
ney representing Mr. Coon and his
mother, Marlene Froehlich, said in a
legal brief, “The fact that the bid [by
Hillside] was below the value of the
cars is irrelevant, especially since
Hillside fails to present any evidence
of the value of the cars.”

Judge Malone, who The Star-Led-
ger reported was chosen after two
other judges declined due to the
sheriff’s connection to the case, ruled
in a bench verdict issued December
12, 2005 that Hillside Auto had not
disclosed a defect in a radio for a
2003 Mercedes-Benz E500 purchased
by Mr. Coon from Hillside for $49,500
in July of 2004. Mr. Coon and his
mother, who reportedly had co-signed
for the Mercedes, had filed suit on
September 8, 2004.

Hillside Auto, represented by
Nutley attorney Patrick Toscano, has
asked Judge Malone to “rule on the
propriety of the auction.” As first re-
ported in The Star-Ledger on August
24 and confirmed in the complaint by
Hillside Auto Center, a copy of which
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