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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 & 1/2 popcorns

Step Up, a shopworn ditty about
the middle class girl and the poor boy
who literally dance their way into
each other other’s hearts, hinges its
fate on the repetitively inclined...folks
who enjoy seeing the same cliché
over and over. Maybe its appeal is
akin to the solace some find in saying
the identical psalm again and again.

In any case, devotees of the dance
will find some of their prayers an-
swered. Jenna Dewan and Tatum
Channing as the would-be hoofers
and lovers sure can shake ‘em down,
to coin a phrase.

Fact is, said terpsichorean display
is about the only reason why anyone
would want to sit through Step Up.
Not unlike the lure of Jeanette
MacDonald and Nelson Eddy’s films
in the 1930s, it has little to do with the
acting or the story.

Sure, there was plenty of opulence
and fantasy in those movies to en-
chant Depression audiences. But it
was the singing that brought ‘em out.
Here it’s the dancing.

Yet notably lacklustre in the produc-
tion department, Step Up suffers from a
depression of its own. Understood, this
is a low budget affair. All the same, if you
had to pick two areas where inextricably
knotted purse strings could do this film
the most harm, it would be cinematogra-
phy and the soundtrack. Both are given
curiously short shrift. Consequently,
there is a lack of buoyancy.

On the other hand, Miss Dawson
and Mr. Channing doubtless realize a
lot more creative energy than the skin-
flint producers had any right to ex-
pect. Relative newcomers, they obvi-
ously were unaware there was no
money in the budget for the sort of
chemistry they supply.

He’s Tyler Gage. Best friend of car
thieves, begrudged resident of a fos-
ter home and the finest white boy hip-
hop dancer in his neighborhood.

She’s Nora Clark, student at an
exclusive dance school. When Dad
died, he left enough money to support
her and Mom for years to come. Pity
is, he couldn’t bequeath his spouse
the special dream he shared with his
little ballerina. It’s not quite half of
what Shirley Temple’s characters usu-
ally had to surmount, but perfuncto-

Step Up: Makes the
Same old Pointe

rily sad nonetheless.
Speaking more like a mean step-

parent than the well-meaning but mis-
understanding Mom that she actually
is, Mrs. Clark (Deirdre Lovejoy) is-
sues warning. The pretty princess had
better land a dance company contract
at the all-important recital typically
scheduled for the film’s big finish.
Otherwise, it’s off to either Brown or
Cornell next fall. Huh? Go figure the
sociology.

Ah, don’t bother. Because doing
the grande jeté from across the rail-
road tracks it’s the ghetto prince to
the rescue. That is if he can be tamed
and his raw energy harnessed for the
good of mankind, or at least for Nora.

For starters, his arrival at the Mary-
land School of the Arts is uninten-
tional and hardly auspicious. He’s to
do community service for breaking,
entering and trashing the auditorium
of the hallowed institution with his
peeps. In short, he’s the new janitor.

Cutting to the chase, as Freud may
have put it, she spots him; he spots
her. Coincidentally, her partner in-
jures himself and won’t be able to
rehearse for the crucial showcase.
Quel surprise. You can practically
hear the trumpets signal the apparent
opportunity as Tyler steps up (get it,
get it?) to offer her lady fair his aid.

Expect no bombshells, no bolts
from the blue. Choreographer Anne
Fletcher, directing her first feature
film, keeps the story as unpretentious
as it is predictable.

This includes the usual subtext of
peer-pressured youths in trouble with
the law, torn loyalties and the afore-
mentioned parents who just don’t
understand. There’s even a prosaic
little paean to the perennially doomed
teen Sal Mineo always played.

However, even non-aficionados can
appreciate the democratic synthesis
of their fancy footwork as Tyler learns
a little ballet and Nora subsequently
incorporates some of his street moves
into her routine. Too bad Step Up
can’t avoid tripping over the two left
feet it calls a plot.

* * * *
Step Up, rated PG-13, is a Touch-

stone Picture’s release directed by
Anne Fletcher and stars Jenna Dewan,
Channing Tatum and Damaine
Radcliff. Running time: 98 minutes

SP Student Altman
Makes Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jonathan
Altman, a member of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School class
of 2005, was named to Wake Forest
University’s dean’s list for the 2006
spring semester.

Students who achieve a grade point
average of 3.0 or higher are named to
the list.

Jonathan is the son of Bonnie and
David Altman of Scotch Plains.

SP’s Carolyn Lathrop
Graduates Dartmouth

SCOTCH PLAINS – Carolyn
Lathrop of Scotch Plains graduated
Summa Cum Laude Phi Beta Kappa
from Dartmouth College. She was
one of more than 1,000 students re-
ceiving Bachelor of Arts degrees at
the spring 2006 commencement ex-
ercises.

Carolyn is the daughter of Peter
K. Lathrop and Martha A. Sides-
Lathrop and majored in history.

WF Students Graduate
Washington College

WESTFIELD – Three residents and
Westfield High School alums recently
graduated from Washington College
on Sunday, May 21, in Chestertown,
Md.

Christine Romano graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Human
Development with a minor in Psy-
chology, Cum Laude, and was also
the president of the Washington Col-
lege chapter of the Order of Omega
national Greek leadership honor so-
ciety. She plans to become an el-
ementary school teacher.

Christopher Dodge graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Environ-
mental Studies.

Erica Eisner graduated with Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Economics and
with minors in Business Management
and Art.

Hein of WF Graduates
Mary Washington

WESTFIELD – Megan Hein,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Hein, graduated May 13 from the
University of Mary Washington
with a degree in sociology. She
was also listed on the
Fredericksburg, Va. College’s
Dean’s List.

Megan, a Westfield High School
graduate, will be attending Montclair
State University in September for
her master’s degree in child advo-
cacy.

Adult Weekend Planned
At Camp by Girl Scouts

WESTFIELD — The Girls Scouts
of Washington Rock Council, Inc.
has planned an adult women’s
Octoberfest weekend on October 13
to 15 at Camp Lou Henry Hoover on
Swartswood Lake in Sussex County.

Attendees can come alone or with

friends as a group. They can select
between four workshop sessions and
do not have to be Girl Scouts to at-
tend.

Yoga, Pilates, canoeing or self-
guided nature hikes on trails through-
out the camp are featured. Crafts will
include scrapbooking, stamping, soap
making, basket weaving, silk screen-
ing and floral design. There will also
be a workshop on cooking without a
fire or making treats for everyone in
camp to enjoy before dinner on Satur-
day.

In addition, throughout Saturday
there will be times to pamper oneself
with chair massages and/or mani-
cures.

Attendees can come for the entire
weekend, Friday evening through
Sunday afternoon for $85, which in-
cludes lodging, four meals, snacks,
four workshops and a patch. One
night, Friday or Saturday, cost $65
while one day is $50.

To register, contact the Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council, Inc,
201 Grove Street East in Westfield, at
(908) 232-3236, extension no. 1226
or e-mail Debbie Hooker, camp di-
rector at dhooker@gswrc.com. A bro-
chure is available at
www.westfield.nj/girlscouts.

Freundlich Attends
Baylor Medical School

WESTFIELD – Robert
Freundlich, son of Drs. Richard and
Nancy Freundlich of Westfield, has
begun his first year of medical school
at Baylor College of Medicine in
Houston, Tex.

Robert is a 2002 graduate of
Westfield High School. He received
his Bachelor of Arts degree in Ger-
man with University Honors from
the Johns Hopkins University in May
2005, as well as a Master of Science
degree in Biotechnology from the
Johns Hopkins University in May
2006.

Madorma Completes
Research at Delaware
WESTFIELD – Michele Madorma,

a Westfield resident and an animal
science major at the University of
Delaware, completed undergraduate
research at the University of Dela-
ware this summer.

Through the Undergraduate Re-
search Program, which draws about
600 participants each year, appren-
ticeships with faculty mentors gave
talented, motivated undergraduates a
chance to see and take part in what is
happening on the front lines of dis-
covery.

This year’s summer program con-
cluded with the University of
Delaware’s sixth annual Summer
Undergraduate Research Symposium
on August 9.

At the symposium, 135 undergradu-
ate students from the University of
Delaware, Delaware State University,
Delaware Technical and Community
College, Lincoln University and
Wesley College gathered on the Uni-
versity of Delaware’s Newark cam-
pus and gave presentations of their
work. The symposium was part of a
three-day campus-wide event featur-
ing work completed over the sum-
mer.

Sabnani Named
Top Science Student
WESTFIELD – Kent Place

School’s award for the most promis-
ing science and math student this
year went to Ilya Sabnani of
Westfield. The Rensselaer Medal,
sponsored by the Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute of Troy, N.Y., be-
queaths honor and a $60,000
Rensselaer scholarship.

In addition to interning for three
years at Bell Labs, Ilya is also the
editor of her school’s newspaper and
president of its Spanish Honor Soci-
ety.

UCC Alumni
Board Inaugurated

CRANFORD – The installation of
the 2006-07 Union County College
Alumni Association’s Executive
Board and trustees was held during
the June 2006 Alumni Association
meeting.

Nancy Benz ’73 of Cranford was
reinstated as President; Gina Caivano
and Jeff Chait as Vice Presidents;
Linda Kurdilla as Secretary and
Suzanne Covine as Treasurer. Mary
Lou Gray, Patrick LaQuaglia, Marion
Curka, Marion Menzer and Gail Ann
Denman were reinstated to a three-
year term. Jean Kellogg ’01 of Scotch
Plains was welcomed as a new board
member. For more info on joining
the Union County College’s Alumni
Association, call (908) 709-7505.

Bhagat Participates
In Scholar Program
WESTFIELD – Sarah Bhagat of

Westfield is a participant this sum-
mer in the Hackman Scholars Pro-
gram at Franklin & Marshall Col-
lege.

Instituted in 1984 by William M.
and Lucille M. Hackman, the Hack-
man program provides F&M stu-
dents with specialized summer op-
portunities to conduct individual re-
search projects with faculty mem-
bers.

Sarah, a rising senior psychology
major and Latin minor, is a 2003
graduate of Westfield High School.
She is the daughter of Drs. Patricia
and Phiroz Bhagat, Westfield.

Sarah is working with psychology
professor John Campbell on a project
titled, “Comparative Survey of Char-
acter Strengths.”

LUNCH ON THE GREEN…Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield,
Scholarship Luncheon Chairperson Mildred Beese (left) and Education Trustee
Anne Magnotti (right) meet with Judith Seher (center), director of catering at
Baltusrol Golf Club, to discuss plans for the October 18 Scholarship Luncheon
to be held at the club.

Education News

VACNJ Forum Features
Three Area Photographers

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The work of three
local photographers is part of an exhibit
of more than 30 members of the New
Jersey Photography Forum (NJPF) cur-
rently on exhibit at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey (VACNJ).

The photography of Andrea Ewald
and Skip Williams of Westfield and
Herb Way of Scotch Plains is part of
the NJPF Show running through the
month of August.

The founders and directors of NJPF,
Nancy J. Ori of Berkeley Heights and
Michael Creem of Summit, curate
the exhibit.

Inclusion of work into the exhibit
was based on subject matter, tech-
nique and style.

Mrs. Ewald, a native of Germany,
only recently started to take her inter-
est in art seriously. She is mostly self-
taught.

Her C print, “Four and a half,” a
photograph of the handrail on the side
of a railroad car, was shot digitally last
October in Santa Fe, N.M.

“I’m drawn to details and abstracts,”
she said.

Mr. Way has been involved in photog-
raphy for 40 years as a military photo-
journalist, an in-house corporate pho-
tographer, and an editorial, corporate
and portrait freelancer. A former social-
studies teacher, he recently returned to
photography as a profession, and works
primarily as a wedding photographer.

Recently, Mr. Way began “a seri-
ous experimentation with nudes and
other forms of intimate photography

of women.” His objective is “to create
images that celebrate, rather than
objectify and focus on femininity and
sensuality over sexuality.”

His photograph, “Laced Lady,” which
is part of the NJPF exhibit, is a product
of this study. The model for this photo-
graph is Katie Zach of Westfield.

Mr. Williams has been a photogra-
pher since “I got my first camera in
’74.” One of his exhibited photo-
graphs, “Parade Girl,” was taken at a
Memorial Day parade in Westfield.
He used digital processing and a wet-
chemistry, silver-based printing pro-
cess to produce this photograph.

According to Mr. Williams, he
reached a “decisive moment” when he
snapped this picture as the parade moved
past him.  One of the things he likes
about “Parade Girl” is that it has “the
right look from the girl…without the
other passengers’ intrusion.”

The NJPF, the largest group of ex-
hibiting fine art photographers in New
Jersey, is a not-for-profit group started
in the mid-1990s to provide support
to professional photographers, photo
educators and serious photographic
amateurs.

According to Ms. Ori, the organi-
zation provides photographers a fo-
rum to meet and discuss their work,
share expertise, advance skills, learn
how to curate exhibitions and explore
exhibit possibilities.

NJPF Members come from through-
out the entire state of New Jersey.
Work profiled in the VACNJ exhibit
includes nature, architecture, people,
and culture, among other themes.

The Visual Arts Center of New Jer-

sey is located at 68 Elm Street, Sum-
mit. Gallery Hours are Monday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Friday through Sunday, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information
about the NJPF Exhibit, call VACNJ at
(908) 273-9121, or log onto their
website at www.artcenternj.org

Herb Way- Laced Lady (modeled by Westfield’s Katie Zach)
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Phish Pulls Out All the

Stops For Phinal Show of ‘95

Andrea Ewald- Four and a Half

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Divided lines are everywhere:
Vanilla or chocolate.
Coke or Pepsi.
Mets or Yankees (Mets, clearly).
Some questions are just meant to

polarize people.
In music, lines between genres

blend more and more. Hip-hop-in-
fused roots rock. Pop punk. Soul-
laced alternative. Alt-country.
Reggae-flavored ska. String quartets
with electronic beats.

But as musical fusions begin to
appear everywhere, one line remains
as divisive as ever. When it comes to
jam bands, there are only two kinds of
people – the lovers and the haters.

For whatever reason, most music
listeners either fall in love with the
jam aesthetic – songs that can run up
to 20 minutes or more, stunning dis-
plays of virtuosity and musicianship,
improvisation – or run away from it.

Jam is the jazz of rock and roll, and
its extended instrumental solos can
certainly sound foreign to fans of
most other popular genres, where
three-to-five-minute songs are the
norm, not the exception. But those
who delve into the jam world find
music that demands musical sophis-
tication more than most other types
of popular music.

The live atmosphere is a huge part
of the jam experience – a song in the
hands of a good jam band will never
sound the same way twice, and the
thrill of hearing a group of musicians
spontaneously delving skillfully into
new musical territory is hard to beat.

Real lovers usually have great dif-
ficulty selecting a “definitive” live
recording for a given jam band, be-
cause each concert experience can be
completely unique.

Phish takes the live experience to a
whole new level. At shows on Hal-
loween, the band has famously cov-
ered an entire album in between sets
of its own material – among others,
Phish has worn the Beatles’ “White
Album” and the Who’s
“Quadrophenia” as costumes.
They’ve played on trampolines,

they’ve thrown huge plastic balls into
the audience and jammed based on
the rhythms of the balls’ movement,
they’ve traded their instruments with
each other in the middle of songs.

So I won’t pretend to call “Live at
Madison Square Garden: New Year’s
Eve 1995” the definitive Phish re-
cording. There are just too many fac-
ets to the Phish persona to really
expect one show to cover them all.
But for the person who hasn’t yet
decided whether he falls on the lover
or the hater side of the great jam
divide, this New Year’s show makes a
compelling case for choosing love.

Though the uninitiated might be a
bit overwhelmed by Phish’s antics,
the band pours all its musical talent,
oddities and energy into its last show
of 1995, and the resulting three-disc
live album features wild solos, soft
moments of introspection, inspired
covers and everything in between.

The band’s setlist spans its then-
decadelong history; the show high-
lights multiple “Gamehendge” songs
(guitarist Trey Anastasio’s college se-
nior project) interspersed with its
newer material. A four-part a-capella
rendition of “Hello My Baby” show-
cases the band’s ability to turn bar-
bershop quartet, “Strange Design”
captures a tender side, “Chalk Dust
Torture” rocks out and the beloved
“You Enjoy Myself” is as riveting as
ever.

Phish always does something spe-
cial to ring in the new year, and here
the band plans one of its signature
song sequences to fit around the stroke
of midnight. “Mike’s Groove” is a
three-song sandwich that begins with
“Mike’s Song” and closes with
“Weekapaug Groove.” The bridge be-
tween the two is up for grabs, and in
this case a searing guitar solo appro-
priately heralds the arrival of 1996
with “Auld Lang Syne.” (The group
also lowered drummer Jon Fishman
from the rafters dressed up as a New
Year’s baby, but that’s another story).

The biggest gripe one can have
with a jam-band live recording is that
the translation of the live experience
to an audio with no visual has to pale
in comparison to actually being there.

The five-minute “Gamehenge Time
Phactory” track is a casualty – though
Phish was undoubtedly entertaining its
live audience with its New Year’s “recipe
for time” stunt, all the audio audience
hears is essentially five minutes of ran-
dom sounds and crowd noise. But that
is why audio gods created the fast-
forward button, and as soon as the band
picks its instruments up, it’s all good.

Phish closes the mammoth show
with two of its best covers – “Fran-
kenstein” and a blistering “Johnny B.
Goode.” The inspired interpretations
are a fitting ending to a show at which
the band members constantly chal-
lenge themselves – an excellent show
from an always exciting band.

Dance Ensemble Holds
Auditions at Drew

AREA – The New Jersey Dance
Theatre Ensemble will hold company
auditions on September 10 and Sep-
tember 17. Auditions will be held in
the dance studios at the Simon Forum
& Athletic Center at Drew Univer-
sity, located at 26 Madison Avenue in
Madison.

Dancers age nine-12 will audition
from 10 to 11:30 a.m.; auditions for
dancers age 13-18 will be held from 1:30
to 3 p.m. The fee for auditions is $25.

For more information and audition
appointment, e-mail kengel@njdte.org
or call 908-232-0114.

The Nerds Play Eclectic
Mix at Echo Lake Park
By KELSI BROWNING

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Last Wednesday,
the Nerds, a renowned New Jersey
cover band, played at Echo Lake Park.
An eclectic mix of popular and influ-
ential musicians, the Nerds is a one-
of-a-kind band.

What gives the band its flavor and
individuality is the fact that band
members more resemble high school
recluses than rock stars, and look like
they’d be more comfortable trouble-
shooting Windows software than en-
tertaining audiences.

Nonetheless, the Nerds can really
rock. Spaz (Jim Garcia), the lead vo-
calist and bass player, embodies the
‘nerdy’ look of Rivers Cuomo of
Weezer by sporting the famous dark
rimmed Buddy Holly glasses and
plaid shirts, but can pull off the edgi-
ness of Alice Cooper (sans makeup),
especially while singing “Schools Out
for Summer,” and the wild stage cho-
reography of AC/DC’S Angus Young
particularly when the band played
“You Shook Me All Night Long.”

Keyboardist Mongo (Mike Spiro)
has a resonant voice and can hit those
high falsetto notes like Axl Rose of
Guns n Roses when the band included
“Sweet Child O’ Mine” in its set.

This contradiction between the
band’s appearance and its ability is
another classic example that one
should not judge a book by its cover.
The Nerds love to keep you guessing;

they played “The Anthem” by Good
Charlotte, “Sugar We’re Going
Down” by Fallout Boy and opened
the set with an instrumental version
of “Pump It” by the Black Eyed Peas.

Elizabeth Shannon of Westfield
said, “I really liked the Nerds. They
were the best band I’ve seen at Echo
Lake this summer. And I really liked
when they played ‘O, What a Night.’”

 This hodgepodge of different mu-
sic and their high-energy makes you
want to keep watching. Simply said,
The Nerds are cool.

Kelsi Browning for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REVENGE OF THE NERDS...The Nerds played Echo Lake Park last Wednes-
day, mixing old classics with covers of modern favorites.

SP’s Warren Receives
Tuition Reimbursement

SCOTCH PLAINS – Seven year-
old Peter Warren of Scotch Plains
received a full tuition reimbursement
check from Dr. Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts.

Peter’s name was selected in a special
Westfield Summer Workshop 35th Anni-
versary tuition reimbursement drawing
held on Thursday, July 27, at the WSW
Arts Fest. The tuition drawing, open to all
registered students, was part of the
program’s anniversary celebration.

A second grader at McGinn School,
Peter took courses in Pencil Pals, Dino-
saurs, Get in the Game, Exploring Sci-
ence and Wood Crafts while he attended
the summer program. The Westfield
Summer Workshop is a division of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts.

Skip Williams- Parade Girl


