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David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SMOKE FROM MILES AWAY…Smoke is visible a couple of thousand feet in the air as it drifts in the distance past the
area last Friday morning. The smoke was from a large fire involving a bowling alley in New Brunswick.

RVSA Appoints East Rutherford
Mayor to Newly Created Position

By KEREN SCHULTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) voted
5-3-1 on August 10 to appoint Re-
publican East Rutherford Mayor
James Cassella as assistant to the
executive director, a new position cre-
ated by the RVSA board since last
month’s board meeting.

The position, according to Com-
missioner Allen Chin, Westfield’s
RVSA representative, was created to
provide interim executive director
Michael Brinker with the help he
needs with administrative work. Mr.
Chin, a Republican, served two two-
year terms as Westfield mayor in the
1980s.

According to RVSA employees,
the August 10 board meeting was
“unusually heated.” Mr. Chin of-
fered the resolution to appoint Mr.
Cassella and said he did not want to
open the resolution to discussion.
The vote came to a halt during the
open meeting after Commissioners
Joan Papen of Scotch Plains and
Clark Landale of Mountainside re-
quested discussion prior to voting
on the resolution. Mr. Chin agreed
to discuss the position after a brief
recess.

“We could hear yelling from inside
the doors during closed session,” said
an employee who requested anonym-
ity.

Ms. Papen, Mr. Landale and Tho-
mas McHale of Kenilworth were the
only commissioners to vote against
the resolution. Commissioner Attilio
Ventura of Roselle Park abstained
while Commissioners Rosalie Berger
of Springfield, James Kennedy of
Rahway, Charles Lombardo of
Garwood, Robert Luban of
Woodbridge and Frank Mazzarella
of Clark voted to pass the resolution.
James Murphy, RVSA chairman and
Cranford’s representative on the
board, was not present at the meet-
ing.

“There’s a difference of opinion of
what kind of help (Mike Brinker)
needed,” Mr. Chin told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “Our oppo-
sition thought he needed more tech-
nical, engineering help.”

During July’s meeting, Mr.
Landale said the board had not fol-
lowed proper procedure in creating
the position and did not post the
position for public consideration. At
that meeting Ms. Papen said she did
not think that the individual, who
was not named publicly at the time,
fit the job description that Mr. Chin
had prepared.

Mr. Chin told The Times that Mr.
Cassella has administrative experi-
ence and should provide good help to
Mr. Brinker. He said the board only
received one resume for the position.

“This fellow is being hired on more
of an administrative area than a tech-
nical area,” Mr. Chin said. “We’ll talk
about (also) hiring a young engineer
– maybe this year, maybe early next
year.”

During discussions, the salary
range, originally presented as $85,000
to $95,000, was modified to $75,000
to $85,000. Mr. Brinker sent Mr.
Cassella a job offer with a $75,000
salary and a September 5 start date.

“It’s my understanding that the
gentleman is a career politician who

now will get a big salary and a pen-
sion,” said an RVSA employee who
requested anonymity.

Another employee said he was
“shocked” by the board’s decision.
He added, “Brinker is top-notch. Too
bad (the board)
doesn’t give him a
(permanent) posi-
tion.”

Mr. Cassella  pre-
viously served as
chairman of the
Triboro Joint Sewer
Authority and trea-
surer of the
Hackensack Mead-
owlands  Municipal
Committee. He is also
a former East Ruth-
erford school board
member.

According to Mr. Chin, the board
members voted against naming Mr.
Brinker the permanent executive di-
rector two months ago because it
wanted to wait two or three months to
see how he performs as interim ex-
ecutive director. Mr. Chin said he
hopes the board will vote on a perma-
nent executive director during its next

meeting in September. He said the
board has received four resumes for
the position and Mr. Brinker will be
considered as well. The names will
not be discussed during the open
meeting, officials said.

The RVSA cur-
rently serves more
than 300,000 residents
and 3,500 industrial
and commercial cus-
tomers in Westfield,
Scotch Plains,
G a r w o o d ,
Mountainside, Spring-
field, Kenilworth,
Roselle Park,
Cranford, Clark,
Rahway and
Woodbridge. It is cur-
rently faced with a
$137-million upgrade

to bring its operations in compliance
with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP). The
court-mandated upgrade includes an
expansion project to eliminate sewer
overflows, due to be completed in
2008.

The RVSA’s next meeting  is sched-
uled for September 21 at 8 p.m.

Fanwood Planning Board Discusses
Martine Rehabilitation, Homes Ord.

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s plan-
ning board Monday night received a
presentation about improvements to the
Martine Avenue rehabilitation area from
Patricia Fox of PBF Consulting, a com-
pany that provides project management
services for economic development im-
provement projects, and Virginia
Seminara of De Biasse and Seminara,
an architectural planning firm.

“Due to the strong outcry from the
residents, property owners and mer-
chants, the mayor and council have
retained a consulting firm and an ar-
chitect to help with this process,” said
Mayor Colleen Mahr, who was act-

ing as board chairwoman for the Au-
gust 21 meeting.

Ms. Fox told the board it has  two
design concepts for the project, one
short term and one long term. “Quick
hits,” she said, will include simple and
inexpensive changes to both the front
and rear exterior of the buildings while
the “vision plan” encompasses “what
it could be at full build out,” including
constructing additional stories above
most of the existing structures.

“We had a group meeting several
months ago when we rolled out the
concept design plan to the property
owners and merchants and we received
their input on it. We also followed up
with individual meetings with (them)

to talk about specific aspects of what
they would like to do on that particular
property,” Ms. Fox said.

Some of the changes the consultant
recommended for outside the strip of
stores from Fanwood Bagel to Anton’s
Salon include new lighting and aw-
nings, color and material changes and
improved signage. Also, a garbage
ordinance would mandate all of the
dumpsters be removed from the backs
of the stores and replaced by a central
garbage receptacle area.

When questioned by board mem-
bers regarding the cost of these up-
grades, Ms. Fox said they would cost
between $15,000 and $20,000 and
some expenses would be split or shared
by the property owner and the mer-
chant tenant. Ms. Fox also said she has
researched any available grant oppor-
tunities that could be utilized for these
renovations.

In other business, the board dis-
cussed at length the issue of an over-
sized home ordinance. Paul Ricci, a
representative of T&M Associates, a
Middletown consulting firm, pro-
posed a few new alterations, includ-
ing reducing the maximum height for
construction of homes in the borough
to 26 feet.

Councilman Matthew Glennon, a
member of the board’s ordinance sub-
committee, said the committee had dis-
cussed and agreed upon basing the
building height on a sliding scale.

Mr. Ricci also talked about devel-
oping a better definition of what the
term “building height” refers to in the
draft ordinance.

Zoning Officer Nancy Koedertz
said she was concerned about the
“inconsistency” between the word-
ing used in the building code and that
used in the ordinance, so the commit-
tee worked to make them the same.

The board also discussed the issue
of side-yard set backs, which are cur-
rently on a sliding scale based on lot
size, with a minimum space of eight
feet. Mr. Ricci proposed changing
this to a minimum of 13 percent of the
property width on each side, but asked
board members if this would be un-
fair to large property owners or create
a heightened number of variances
being brought before planning and
board of adjustment.

Mayor Mahr said one of the main
reasons for the ordinance was be-
cause of the numerous requests the
borough has received for subdivisions
in the recent past. She asked Mr.
Ricci to prepare additional proposed
changes that would better incorpo-
rate the borough’s existing policies

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WORK BEGINS...Work is underway at Fanwood’s LaGrande Park. The field is
being regraded to correct drainage problems. Fences behind home plate and
along the sidelines are also being extended to prevent baseballs from reaching
nearby Marion Avenue homes.

Scotch Plains’ Tax Hike
As Reviewed by Officials

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
residents recently received tax bills
that, while high, are among the low-
est tax increases in the area, accord-
ing to officials.

“I’d be very surprised if we weren’t
in the bottom six or seven (munici-
palities in Union County in terms of
2006 property tax increases),” Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Total taxes this year will increase
$360, or 3.98 percent, for the average
assessed home of $121,000, which
has a market value of $450,000 to

$500,000.
While “no amount of tax increase

is really positive for our residents,”
Mr. Atkins said this year’s rise “is
probably the smallest percentage
increase in the last six or seven
years” and still below the statewide
average increase of about seven
percent.

The total average tax bill amounts
to $9,408 for township property own-
ers, compared to $9,048 in 2005. The
bulk of the property tax levy is for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, whose portion of the aver-
age tax bill will increase this year by
$234 in Scotch Plains, to $6,045 — or
$4.996 per $100 of assessed value.
The municipal portion will increase
an average $72, to $1,683 — or $1.391
per $100, while the portion earmarked
for county government purposes will
increase an average $47, to $1,586—
or $1.311 per $100.

The township’s open space trust
fund will again be financed via a levy
of two cents per $100 of assessment,
or $24. The county open space fund
levy will increase by an average $6,
to $69 — or 57 cents per $100.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood voters
in April approved the board of
education’s $71.4-million budget,
which will be funded by $62 million
in property taxes. Later in the spring,
the county freeholders approved the
$400-million county budget and the
township council passed the $22-mil-
lion municipal spending plan.

Flat state aid to boards of education
and municipalities in recent years
have negatively affected local prop-
erty tax rates as have increases in a
number of mandated expenses such
as pension contributions, health in-
surance costs and contract obliga-
tions, officials said.
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WF Looks for Help Initiating
Quiet Zone to Stop Whistles

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — After weeks of
construction, Rahway Avenue has
been re-opened to through traffic, with
motorists noticing the new small cen-
ter islands constructed on either side
of the railroad crossing.

These structures, while seemingly
small changes to the geography, were
built with a greater purpose. They are
the latest and potentially last step
toward creating a quiet zone where
the road and the railroad tracks inter-
sect.

For more than 10 years, residents
in the vicinity of Summit Court have
cited the whistle blowing as a qual-
ity-of-life concern.

One Summit Court resident, who
wished to remain anonymous, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
the whistle, which blows as many as

three times with the passing of a single
train, has woken his two young chil-
dren in the middle of night. “It is very
disruptive (and) extremely loud. It’s
not something we like or want and is
definitely something we would love
to go away.”

In June of 2005, the Federal Rail
Administration (FRA) issued a final
rule, “in response to a legislative
mandate” requiring “that locomotive
horns be sounded as a warning to
highway users at public highway-rail
crossings,” according to the FRA’s
statement. Prior to this policy, rail
line operators such as NJ Transit and
Conrail had the power to regulate
their trains’ noise output. The FRA
created a blanket rule after nation-
wide studies released in 2000 showed
that whistle blowing at street cross-
ings greatly decreased the amount of

Rec. Commission Elects
Budiansky As New Director

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s rec-
reation commission Tuesday night
unanimously elected Bob Budiansky,
a resident of Fanwood since 1992, as
the borough’s new recreation direc-
tor. Mr. Budiansky was selected out
of a pool of 21 candidates.

“What set him apart from the other
candidates was that he had been on
the commission for a couple of years,”
said Pam Sayles, chairwoman of the
Fanwood Recreation Commission.

Mr. Budiansky has been serving on
the commission as secretary since
2005. He replaces Linda Caminiti
who resigned due to job demands of
a recent promotion at The Chelsea of
Fanwood.

“Three things that I find are vital to
making a successful program are ex-
panding our core programs for chil-
dren, seniors and all residents, orga-
nization by getting more program
instructors, and marketing,” Mr.
Budiansky said.

Mr. Budiansky will start his new
role on September 1. The commis-
sion is now looking for a secretary to
replace Mr. Budiansky and two other
commission members. Residents who
are interested in joining the commis-
sion can contact Joseph Higgins at
jhiggins@visitfanwood.com.

In other business, Doris Terry was
elected to be a member of the com-
mission. Ms. Terry has been attend-
ing the commission meetings, and
was an alternative member before
she was formally voted to the com-
mission.

The commission also voted to re-
name the senior center as the Forest
Road Park Recreation Center. By re-
naming the center, the commission
hopes more residents will rent it out
for functions.

Construction on LaGrande Field
started. The field will be under con-
struction for 10 weeks. The commis-
sion also announced that it plans to
keep the Halloween Party at LaGrande
Park.

The commission is in the process
of buying new games for the seniors
to play. The seniors requested cards
and games for the recreation center.
The commission will provide them
with the games by September.

Kathy Marques for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARGANTUAN GARAGE…The new condominium and parking garage
structure rises above the streets of downtown Cranford. The town projects
that the $18-million project will be completed in September. See story on page
3.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ELECTING DIRECTOR…The Fanwood Recreation Commission elects Bud
Budiansky as the new recreational director. Pictured, left to right, are: commis-
sion Chairwoman Pam Sayles, and commission members Russell Wells and
Dorris Terry.
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