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IMPROVING LOCAL LIBRARIES… Denise Hughes, SPF Rotary Club presi-
dent, right, presents a plaque of recognition for their community service work to
Meg Kolaya, Director of the Scotch Plains Public Library, and Dan Weiss,
Director of the Fanwood Memorial Library.

Librarians Speak to
SPF Rotary Club

Meg Kolaya, Director of the Scotch
Plains Public Library, and Dan Weiss,
Director of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, spoke to the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club on Wednesday,
August 8 at the Pantagis Renaissance
restaurant in Scotch Plains.

Mrs. Kolaya and Mr. Weiss spoke
about how their libraries united their
efforts to bring the latest computer-
ized innovations to the people of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. They
mentioned their differences in solv-
ing problems facing the libraries, but
found that when they combined their
input, they were able to improve the
facilities of both libraries.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club meets every Wednesday at noon
at the Pantagis Renaissance restau-
rant. Guests are invited to attend up-
coming meetings, and if anyone is
interested in joining the Rotary, please
contact Dick Dobyns at 908-322-5986.

Senator Scutari Says State’s
Pensions System Is ‘Broken’
TRENTON – State Senator Nicho-

las Scutari (D-22, Linden) and co-
chairman of the Joint Legislative
Committee on Employee Benefits
Reform made the following state-
ment following the committee’s first
meeting on August 9.

“I’m going to be blunt with the
public – our pensions and benefits
system in New Jersey is broken. Costs
are soaring out of control and our
liabilities are skyrocketing. This com-
mittee is going to have to work hard

and think creatively to rein in the
system.

“Ultimately, our goal over the next
few months must be to develop real-
istic means of regaining long-term
financial stability in the pension fund.
There is no aspect of the system that
will not face intense scrutiny by this
committee. We must achieve an equi-
table balance that honors the com-
mitments we have made to public
employees and retirees, while reduc-
ing the long term burden on New
Jersey taxpayers,” Sen. Scutari said.

Sen. Scutari represents District 22,
which includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Clark and Rahway.

Intern Leader Sums Up
2006 Newspaper Program

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When I returned home from school
this spring, I had little idea what this
summer had in store for me at The
Westfield Leader and The Times. I
had been told the intern program was
to be expanded, and that I would help
organize a schedule for the interns’
time in the office.

As a summer intern myself for the
previous two summers, I was eager to
meet and work with the new interns,
introducing them to the practices and
policies of the newspaper and, in some
cases, providing an introduction to
the field of journalism.

While prior years have seen no
more than four summer interns in the
office, all college students, this year’s
program incorporated seventeen in-
terns, both college and local high
school students. Some started with a
good deal of experience, active in
their school papers, some specifically
studying journalism or communica-
tions. Others came in at the other end
of the spectrum, young and eager to
gain experience this summer.

As the month of May progressed,
my involvement in the intern program
expanded from scheduling to helping
plan the interns’ experiences. I wrote a
curriculum for the interns, developing
and outlining the requirements of sev-
eral programs. When the interns came
in for their first days, I walked them
through orientations and introduced
them to what they would be doing,
thinking back to my start at the paper
as a student fresh out of high school.

Being a part of the intern program
has been a pleasure. I have looked

forward to each day at work, and have
been pleased to see each intern grow
with his or her experiences, taking on
new challenges and developing as a
writer, editor and reporter. The interns
have helped in all areas of the newspa-
per, from writing stories and taking
pictures for publication to behind-the-
scenes work done editing, researching
stories, fielding phone calls, working
with the advertising department, de-
veloping the website and helping to
codify organizational policies.

I have been incredibly lucky to work
with such a talented collection of young
people, and to work with a full-time
staff that has been so supportive and
enabling. I have had an opportunity to
write stories on subjects of my choos-
ing, ranging from an in-depth report on
a little-known educational commission
that has since risen to front page news
week after week, to reviewing a Rus-
sian folk music ensemble that played in
a Westfield church. I have had great
support when it came to orchestrating
intern activities, and have had a great
deal of freedom in making decisions.

To the interns: thank you for bear-
ing with me as we together discov-
ered what impact we could have to-
gether on the newspaper. You have all
exceeded my expectations. To the
staff: thank you again for offering me
this one-of-a-kind experience. It has
been my pleasure to work with you.

Finally, I would like to thank all the
members of the community that have
welcomed, helped and encouraged
me. A newspaper cannot function
without people to cover or a reader-
ship, and you have provided a friendly
environment in which I have grown.

For information on Clubs and
Organizations, please see
www.goleader.com/organizations.

Alliance Given More Time;
GRC OPRA Ruling Set Aside

TRENTON – The New Jersey Gov-
ernment Records Council (GRC),
which oversees the Open Public
Records Act (OPRA), has given the
Union County Alliance until Thurs-
day, August 31 to respond to a letter
from Tinna Renna, President of the
Union County Watchdog Association,
that seeks to require the Alliance to
legally certify all its responses to the
GRC. In lieu of the Alliance’s re-
quest, the GRC has set aside its Au-
gust 10 ruling that the Alliance is a
public agency and is thereby subject
to the provisions of the OPRA.

Mrs. Renna filed a complaint with
the GRC after she was denied OPRA
requests for financial records con-
cerning the 2005 editions of Union
County Directions. Alliance officials
have claimed the Alliance was not a
government agency and therefore as
a 501(c)4 corporation they were not
subject to the provisions of the OPRA.

Michael Murray,  Alliance presi-
dent, following the GRC’s decision,
asked for time to respond to Mrs.
Renna’s latest submission on June 28.
The GRC has given Mr. Murray until
Thursday, August 31 to respond. In an
August 10 e-mail to Catherine
Starghill, GRC executive director, Mr.
Murray said the council “failed to meet
its own standards of procedure in the
matter” and that he will be submitting
a response to Mrs. Renna’s letter by
the August 31 deadline.

Mr. Murray will be permitted to
respond to news articles concerning
the Union County Directions, a publi-
cation by the Alliance sent as “Postal
Patron,” the method of which it is
mailed through the United States Postal
Service, as submitted in communica-
tions to the GRC from Mrs. Renna.

“The reason it (the case) is being
reconsidered is because Tinna Renna
violated Government Records Council
regulations” by submitting documents
after the deadline for such submittals,
Mr. Murray told The Leader/Times
during a Tuesday phone interview.

“We will abide by the final deci-
sion after the process is completed,”
Mr. Murray said.

In her June 28 e-mail to the GRC,
Mrs. Renna said that Mr. Murray
should be required “to submit all fac-
tual assertions in the form of a legal
certification.” “The council, I believe,
has required a ‘legal certification’ in
its proposed rules in order to impress
upon parties the importance of pro-
viding it with complete and truthful
information,” Mrs. Renna stated.

In her case to the GRC, Mrs. Renna
said the Directions Newsletter is sent
out labeled “Postal Patron” which
only government organizations can

use, she said. She said the newsletter
is produced in the county administra-
tion building using county employ-
ees and equipment and mailed to ev-
ery postal patron days before the pri-
mary and general elections, featuring
freeholders and other politicians seek-
ing re-election.

In an October 21, 2001 letter to
theAlliance from County Director of
Finance Larry Caroselli, the Alliance
was asked to submit their $150,000
voucher to the county manager out-
lining details of how the funds would
be spent and the goals and objectives
of that spending. The letter states that
the freeholders have to approve the
invoice before a check can be distrib-
uted.

Mr. Murray told the GRC that all
ties to Union County are “incidental”
and that the organization is funded
primarily by private entities. Although
county officials are on the Alliance
board of directors, three-fourths of
the board comes from other areas,
Mrs. Renna stated. She said the Alli-
ance has no reporting relationship
with the county.

The Watchdog Association states
that the Alliance is a non-profit
501(c)4 corporation, which, accord-
ing to a county press release, was
founded in 1994 as a 501(c)3 by then
County Manager Ann Baron. The
Alliance’s Certificate of Incorpora-
tion lists Ms. Baran and then presi-
dent of Kean University Henry Ross
as the initial incorporators, indicating
a Kean College address. At the time
of filing for their non-profit status,
the Alliance was operating under a
grant from Union County; following
an initial grant from the New Jersey
Department of Higher Education. The
watchdog association said that the
Alliance currently receives 80 per-
cent of its $300,000 annual budget
from the county.

The Alliance is located at Kean
University and an officer of the Alli-
ance is listed as a Kean employee. Mr.
Murray is listed on the Union County
payroll with a $104,000 salary. “The
Union County Alliance has been bla-
tantly involved with the County of
Union in politicking at the public’s
expense and up until now only God
knows what else,” Ms. Renna said.
“This GRC ruling will now give the
public the right to request records per-
taining to how their tax-dollars are being
spent. This agency needs a good looking
at and because of (the GRC) ruling the
public can now do just that” per the GRC
ruling. The Alliance would have had to
comply with OPRA requests by Mrs.
Renna within seven business days per
the GRC’s initial ruling.

Grants Are Available
For Utility Bills

NEWARK — PSE&G advises that
those struggling with paying their
energy bills, can apply for a one-time
grant from the state. New Jersey resi-
dents experiencing a temporary fi-
nancial setback may qualify for as
much as $1,000 toward their out-
standing electric and gas bills.

The state legislature recently re-
leased $7 million to NJ SHARES. NJ
SHARES is a nonprofit organization
that assists those who have fallen
behind on their utility bills due to a
temporary financial crisis, such as a
job loss or illness.

Eligibility for NJ SHARES assis-
tance is based on a demonstrated fi-
nancial crisis. Applicants must show
that they have been making a good
faith effort to pay their bills. Upon
approval, an individual or household
can receive a one-time grant of up to
$700 for gas and $300 for electricity,
applied directly to the utility bill.

For information on how and where to
apply, call NJ SHARES toll free at 1-
866-657-4273 or visit www.njshares.org.

PSE&G customers who need help
paying are encouraged to call the util-
ity Monday to Friday from 7:30 a.m.
to 8 p.m. at 1-866-630-9741. For more
information, see www.pseg.com.

Vietnam Memorial
Dedication set Sept. 21
ELIZABETH — Union County

Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and the East-
ern NJ Chapter of the Vietnam Veter-
ans of America (Chapter 779) invites
all family members of the 29 U.S.
servicemen from Elizabeth who were
killed in Vietnam to the public dedi-
cation of the Elizabeth Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial.

“It would be an honor to stand with the
families of these brave men as we re-
member the ultimate sacrifice they made
for our country,” said Sheriff Froehlich.

The Memorial will be dedicated on
Thursday, September 21, 2006, at
10:30 a.m. in Scott Park, directly
across the street from Jefferson High
School in Elizabeth.

The memorial to the 29 servicemen
has come to be thanks to the work and
fund-raising efforts of many individu-
als, including Sheriff Froehlich, and
veterans groups like the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America Chapter 779.

Chapter 779 is still accepting do-
nations for the memorial through its
“Buy A Brick” program. Each 4x8-
inch brick costs $100 and offers the
donor a place to leave a personal
message that will be forever visible.

For more information about the
dedication ceremony and making a
donation, please call 908-282-9100.

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ.

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., August 9 thru Tues.,
August 22, 2006. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the

lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.
®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22

Prices effective: 8/9 thru 8/22
AUGUST 2006

CK Mondavi
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 1099

Sutter Home
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•PINOT GRIGIO 899

Lindemans
Cawarra Blends
•SEMILLON/
CHARDONNAY

•CABERNET/SHIRAZ 799
Fox Horn
ALL 
TYPES 499

Debit
Card

Cavit
PINOT GRIGIO
(AND ALL OTHER TYPES) 1199

VODKA

TEQUILA

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

Stolichnaya
Vodka  

Finlandia 2499

Olifant 1999

•Blanco 3399

•Reposado 3699

•Añejo 4299

1.75 L

1.75 L

Crystal 999
1.75 L

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 2599

1.75 L

Bacardi
LIGHT OR GOLD 1999

1.75 L

Ron 
Romero
LIGHT OR GOLD 1299

1.75 L

Wolfschmidt1399
1.75 L

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS 2199

1 L

Seagrams
7 CROWN 1599

Johnnie Walker
BLACK 12 YR. OLD 5599

Cancun
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

1.75 L

RUM

CANADIAN

1.75 L

Grant’s 1999
1.75 L

Baileys
IRISH CREAM 3699

1.75 L

Starbucks
•COFFEE LIQUEUR
•COFFEE CREAM LIQUEUR 1999

750 ML

John Begg 1599
1.75 L

Jagermeister 3699
1.75 L

Cointreau 2999
1 L

Giori
Lemoncello 1699

Macallan
12 YR. OLD SINGLE MALT 3599

750 ML

Sutter Home
WHITE

ZINFANDEL

609

M&R
Asti

909

2900
1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

Johnnie
Walker Red

2909
1.75 L

Beefeater
Gin

2600

Belvedere
Vodka

2500

SCOTCH

•Cabernet  . . . . .1799

•Merlot
•Pinot Noir . . . .1599

•Chardonnay . .1499

•Fume Blanc  . .1299

• CABERNET
• MERLOT 1299

1.75 L

ALL 750 MLCorazon

1599
24-PACKS, 7-OZ., BOTTLES

•Heineken

•Coronita 

1.5 L

CHAMPAGNES

FRENCH SUMMER WINES

Santa Marvista
Reserva
•CABERNET 
•MERLOT
•CHARDONAY 699

Goosehorn
•CABERNET 
•MERLOT
•CHARDONAY 899

Mionetto 
Prosecco

Famega
VINHO VERDE 499

Inglenook
•CHABLIS  •BURGUNDY
•WT. ZINFANDEL 299

Fernleaf
SAUVIGNON BLANC 799

Henri Bourgeois
SANCERRE LA PORTE
DU CAILLOU 2004 1499

Veuve 
Clicquot Brut 3599

750
ML

Livingston Cellars
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 899

Opici
HOMEMADE BARBERONE• CHARDONNAY 11991099

Folonari
ALL
TYPES 999

Mirassou
ALL TYPES 799

750 ML

Seagram’s VO 1999

Sauza
EX. GOLD OR WHITE 2999

Tanqueray
#10 2499

750
ML

Fleischmann’s1199
1.75 L

Canadian L.T.D. 1199
1.75 L

1.75 L

BOURBON
Jim Beam Black3599

1.75 L

Makers Mark 2199
750 ML

750 ML

Kahlua 1599
750 ML

4 L

3 L

Bartles & Jaymes
COOLERS ALL TYPES

Seagram’s
COOLERS ALL TYPES 2199

CORDIALS

GIN

SOUR
MASH

Beer
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported
& Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!
EverydayEveryday
Is At Our

Your

Choice!

6 - 
4-PKS

PRICE
BREAK

Your Choice!

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

1.5 L

1.5 L

Ruffino
•LUMINA
PINOT GRIGIO 999

Di Lupo
CHIANTI 699

750
ML

•Il Leo 899
750
ML

750
ML

Rossini’s 
Classic Cellars
•CHABLIS •RHINE •ROSE
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY
•RUBINO ROSSO 799

4 L

Almaden
•CHABLIS •BLUSH CHABLIS
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•RHINE •BURGUNDY 1099

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•WT. ZINFANDEL 1299

5 L

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

5 L

Rodney
Strong

1.5 L 750
ML

750
ML

R. DuBois
POUILLY-FUISSE 2004 1399

750
ML

Domaine
DE VAUFUGET 
VOUVRAY 2005 899

Les Vergers
MUSCADET 2005 799

750
ML

MondaviMondavi
NAPA ALL 750 ML

1.75 L

Crystal
GIN 1099

1.75 L

E & J VSOP
BRANDY 899

750 
ML

Di
VVALDOBBIADENEALDOBBIADENE

1299
750
ML

OR

750 ML

1.5 L

Now in Westfield! 333 South Ave. East
(Formerly

Town & Country
Liquors)

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon

To Receive Discount

23% OFF
Any Case of Wine
Mix or Match!
Advertised and Sale Items Excluded

Super Coupon

Absolut
Vodka 29991.75 Liter

Garwood

Cranford

ShopRite
Fine Wines
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South Ave           
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      North Ave.

Central Ave

Park Dr.

Central Ave

WESTFIELD

PRICE
BREAK

ShopRite

With this coupon. Good at ShopRite Wines and 
Spirit Marketplace of Westfield. 

Effective thru Tues., Aug. 22, 2006.

With this coupon. Limit one per family. Good at
ShopRite Wines and Spirit Marketplace of Westfield..

Effective thru Tues., Aug. 22, 2006.

All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon
To Receive Discount

750 ML
ONLY

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon

To Receive Discount

Yellow
Tail 1069
1.5 Liter Btl.
All Varieties

With this coupon. Good at ShopRite Wines and 
Spirit Marketplace of Westfield. 

Effective thru Tues., Aug. 22, 2006.

750
ML


