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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAR STRUCK...Claudia Romeo, a Wilson Elementary School student in
Westfield, met Queen Latifah last Tuesday night while she was in town filming a
holiday film called Perfect Christmas. See feature on page 18.

Soccer Fields, Sr. Center Proposed
By County for Ponderosa Farm

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS - A public ad-
visory panel looking into the best use
for the Ponderosa Farm property in
Scotch Plans recommended to the
county freeholders board last Thurs-
day the construction of soccer fields,
a picnic area, gardens, and a play-
ground area on the 23-acre property.

A water feature was also mentioned
as a possible addition to the property
along with a walking/jogging path

and the refurbishment of the former
Sevell family home into a senior cen-
ter or education center. The panel
rejected the construction of synthetic
turf fields and lights for the fields.

The county bought the property for
$10 million in 2003 through the
county’s open space fund and origi-
nally proposed a Green Meadows
children’s farm for the property. The
county scrapped the idea earlier this
year following strong opposition from
Scotch Plains residents.

Jeff Bottger, a landscape architect
with of T&M Associates, said traffic,
environmental, and wetlands studies

of the property were conducted. He
said an assessment was also conducted
on all buildings on the property.

“Our role was really to facilitate
these sessions,” Mr. Bottger said not-
ing the six-member panel met four
times since May both at the county
administrative building in Elizabeth
as well as at the Ponderosa property.
He said the goal was to balance the
interests of the various Scotch Plains
sports organizations and township
residents residing near the facility

and “to offer something for every-
one” from “toddlers to adults.”

Under questioning from County
Manager George Devanney he said,
“Playing on those fields next year is
unlikely.” Ed Klump, also with T&M,
said the fields would be ready by
spring of 2008. The design is ex-
pected to take six months with a “one
season of construction itself.”

Panel member Phil Melville of
Scotch Plains, who lives near the prop-
erty, said there was “a general con-
sensus” among committee members
under for the recommendations.

“We (neighbors) are strongly op-

posed to a (third) soccer field close to
Marion Lane,” he said. That field
would put added stress on neighbor-
ing property for parking and related
issues, Mr. Melville added.

Tom Paterson, a member of the
committee representing the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball As-
sociation said, although he wanted a
baseball field, he and the panel com-
promised. He said more soccer fields
would free up time on existing mixed-
use fields in the township.

Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-
sion Chairman Ed Zazzali said, “Both
(soccer and baseball) sports really
need additional ballfields” in Scotch
Plains. He said the track record work-
ing with the county on previous
projects, such as the Union County
Vocational-Technical School and
Route 22 Little League field “has
been very, very successful.”

Mr. Zazzali said the large soccer
field located on the top portion of the
property would be sufficient for high
school, under age 18, level soccer
games while the smaller field would
be geared for under age 10 soccer
programs.

Committee member William
McGloin of Scotch Plains said the
committee agreed that the property
should have both an active and pas-
sive use. He said soccer fields along
with perhaps an arboretum with ever-
greens and ferns would a “fabulous”
use of the property. He said a 75-
space parking lot is also proposed.

“It (proposed plan for Ponderosa
Farm) would be something used by
everyone,” Mr. McGloin told the free-
holders. He said the pond on the prop-
erty that was filled in could be refilled
with water and used for fishing and
ice skating.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
told the freeholders, “We have come
along way.” He said that there is “some
real enthusiasm” for the proposal. He
said although elected officials usu-
ally are “never going to please every-
one,” however,  in the case of the
panel’s proposals, “I’m getting a sense
we can please just about everyone.”

Mayor Marks said it was important
that the park’s use is developed into
“what’s best for all of our residents.” He
said he favors a mixed-use for the Pon-
derosa. The mayor explained that it was
important that fields be “rested” so they
are not worn by overuse, indicating that
additional soccer fields would help in
that goal. Mr. Marks said the township
was willing to maintain the fields.

He also said Scotch Plains was
“prepared to make a significant in-
vestment” in transferring the Sevell
home into a senior center.

At the conclusion of the presenta-
tion, Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella, a Fanwood resident, asked
the committee to continue its delib-
erations by working with the county
and T&M to design plans for the
Ponderosa.

“This is something I don’t want put
on the back burner,” he said, adding
that he wants to continue the “mo-
mentum” on the project.

“I am very, very pleased with what
I heard tonight,” he said. “(This is) a
plan that makes sense for everyone.”

Freeholder Angel Estrada said com-
mittee members and Scotch Plains
officials should note that the new
facility is a “Union County park” that
would be “shared by everyone.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEMORIES, Sept. 25, 2003…State Senator Joseph Suliga speaks at the an-
nouncement of the Sevell Farm purchase by the county for open space in 2003. At
the time he said the property would remain a farm.  Sen. Suliga  is now deceased
but plans for soccer fields and a senior center are proposed instead of a farm by
a panel making recommemdations to the county freeholders.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER SATURDAY MORNING...Martine Avenue in Fanwood, a compo-
nent of the business district, radiates in the morning sun. The region enjoyed a
beautiful summer weekend. Development along the South Avenue corridor is
helping to merge business activity, with the train station as a focal point. Please
see related story on page 3.

Fanwood to Host Vigil
For Area POWs/MIAs

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council have
authorized plans that an area Vietnam
veterans’ organization made to hold
its annual vigil in Fanwood next month.

The event, run by Union County
Vietnam Veterans Chapters 779 and
688, will be held on the front lawn of
borough hall on North Martine Av-
enue from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. on Satur-
day, September 16, according to Gene
Davis, representing chapter 779.

Mr. Davis, who has chaired the past
several vigils, said the program is held
annually in one of Union County’s
towns (last year it was in Linden, where
Mr. Davis serves as a councilman) on
behalf of Vietnam War-era prisoners
of war (POWs) or those still listed as
missing in action (MIAs).

“We don’t want them forgotten,”
he said.

Mr. Davis said proceeds from vari-
ous items sold by the Union County
chapters are given to other veterans’
organizations that use the money to
finance cooperative searches for POW
or MIA remains with officials in Viet-
nam and Korea.

Cell Phone Companies Look
To Eliminate Dead Zones
By KATIE NEWINGHAM
AND SARAH QUELLER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Service gaps, or dead
zones, have caused some
Mountainside, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Westfield residents to ques-
tion the reliability of their cell phone
service. To eliminate dead zones, cell
phone providers need to add cell sites,
but they must first receive the consent
of a governing body and then adhere
to historical designations and envi-
ronmental policy.

The leading providers for local
towns are Verizon and Cingular, with
T-Mobile, Sprint and Nextel repre-
senting less popular options.

Verizon’s website reports test re-
sults indicating that “calls that con-
nect on the Verizon Wireless network
are more likely to stay connected for
the duration of the call.”

Of the 13 states with cited results,
New Jersey is not listed among them.
Verizon’s coverage map shows that
Mountainside, Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood are located in the
digital area marked by an asterisk,
saying “with all digital devices, you
can only make and receive calls where
digital service is available.” All infor-
mation can be found on the website

under “Best Wireless Network.”
“My Verizon service is awful; there

is no service downtown,” said Anne
Caruso, a Moto Photo employee.

Al Saenz, a Verizon worker at the
East Broad Street location, said, “Ser-
vice problems are primarily in the
center of town, and every time a cell
tower is suggested, it gets shot down.”

Chloe Cherin, a Westfield resident
and Nirvana employee, said: “My
Cingular reception is very good. I
used to have Verizon, but I switched
over because it was terrible.”

Ellen Webner, a Cingular Wireless
spokeswoman, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “In 2005,
Cingular Wireless turned on two new
cell sites in the area, including one in
Westfield on Route 28 which im-
proved coverage along Prospect Street
and Rahway Avenue. We also added a
cell site in Scotch Plains on a PSE&G
utility tower, which provided addi-
tional coverage along Route 22, New
Providence Road and Park Avenue.
In 2006, we have plans to add two
new cell sites by year’s end, which
will improve existing coverage in
Westfield along Route 22 and Spring-
field Avenue and in Scotch Plans along
Martine Avenue and Raritan Road.”

Fifty-three American servicemen
from New Jersey remain MIA from
the Vietnam War (four from Union
County); while 66 New Jerseyans are
still listed as MIA from the Korean
War, he said. Official memorials for
the Vietnam and Korean wars are
located in Holmdel and Atlantic City.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Davis said
that while the vigils usually include
“memorable” speeches by dignitaries
and local, county and state elected
officials, plus participation by many
veterans groups and Reserve Officers
Training Corps (ROTC) units, its most
dramatic impact is visual.

Mr. Davis said that one of the chapter’s
members spends the entire vigil con-
fined in a six-foot-by-six-foot-by-six-
foot bamboo cage, wearing chains and
black pajamas similar to those worn by
Vietnam POWs. He said the cage “is
pretty much an authentic replica” of the
type used to confine prisoners.

Mr. Davis said the vigils used to be 24-
hour events, but he said organizers re-
cently decided to scale back to 10 hours,
noting that he and other chapter mem-
bers are getting older and can no longer
stay in the replica cage around the clock.

Attorney General Resigns;
Estrada’s Action Questioned

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON – New Jersey Attorney
Zulima Farber resigned Tuesday night
following the release of a special
prosecutor’s report that she violated
state ethics rules by going to the scene
of a motor vehicle stop of her boy-
friend, Hamlet Goore, on May 26.

Governor Jon Corzine, who ap-
pointed Ms. Farber as attorney gen-
eral, accepted her resignation effec-
tive Thursday, August 31.

“Her decision to resign her office
is painful for many. She has decided
to do more than might be required
for a lapse in judgment, and to make
a larger, personal sacrifice for the
greater good,” Governor Corzine
said in a prepared statement. “And
let me be clear: this is her decision.”
News reports on Tuesday indicated
the governor had requested the res-
ignation.

Governor Corzine said Special
Deputy Attorney General Richard
Williams report would “inevitably

impair” Ms. Farber’s “effectiveness
and risk undermining an office that
we can both care about deeply.”

In his report issued Tuesday, Mr.
Williams said the attorney general
violated the state’s “code of ethics of
ethics of the department of law and
public safety.”

“A decision to go to a routine traffic
stop is most unusual. Coming to the
scene of a traffic stop, where you
have a personal interest in the out-
come of police decisions made at the
scene, creates a serious risk of raising
public suspicion about the legitimacy
of those decisions,” Mr. Williams
wrote in his report. “It also creates a
risk of inhibiting the local police of-
ficers at the scene. It does not appear
that the attorney general ever consid-
ered these risks.”

“I also have concluded that the
evidence does not justify the filing of
criminal charges against the attorney
general,” Mr. Williams said.

He also recommended 14-day sus-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE DIG, DIG, DIG, DIG…Work continues on the new miniature golf course at the Scotch Hills Country Club on Plainfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains. The golf course is owned and operated by the township.

Auditors Give Scotch Plains
Township Perfect Financial Report

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — While
school kids may get a few bucks
from mom or dad for a perfect report
card, Scotch Plains municipal offi-
cials will have to settle for perhaps
some congratulatory pats on the back
for the perfect financial report card
the township recently received from
its auditors for a fourth straight year.

Each year, Suplee, Clooney & Co.,
the township’s auditing firm, exam-
ines the prior year’s municipal fi-
nances and how they are managed. If

any problems are discovered, the
firm will recommend the areas need-
ing to be addressed. Since the 2002
audit, Suplee, Clooney has, in ef-
fect, left the area in their report titled
“recommendation” blank because
nothing in the way township finances
are managed has needed fixing.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
commended all municipal depart-
ment heads, but singled out Chief
Financial Officer Lori Majeski, tell-
ing The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that she “is excellent at cash
flow management.”

Ms. Majeski, who came to Scotch
Plains in mid-2001 from Parsippany-
Troy Hills, where she was director of
finance and chief financial officer,
replaced William Polidore, who had
been arrested and subsequently con-
victed of embezzling several hun-
dred thousand dollars of township
funds.

“She had mess to deal with,” Mr.
Atkins said of Ms. Majeski’s early
days at the municipal building deal-
ing with the aftermath of the em-
bezzlement. But he said all of the
audits performed since Ms. Majeski
has been overseeing township fi-
nances have been perfect.

While an auditor’s recommenda-
tion does not necessarily spell trouble
or possible criminality, it can signal,
at the least, sloppiness and a lack of
attention to the way a municipality’s
funds are being handled.

 Mr. Atkins said some of the rec-
ommendations an auditor can in-
corporate in their report may in-
clude urging better controls of the
general ledger, addressing purchas-
ing violations such as making sure
there is certification of funds prior
to a purchase,  cleaning up gener-
ally sloppy financial records, and
better reconciliation of bank ac-
counts.

Mr. Atkins said the policy in
Scotch Plains is that all money re-
ceived by the township must be de-
posited within 48 hours and all de-
partments receiving any money
bring the funds to the finance de-
partment so that “one department is
in charge of it.”

 In some towns, Mr. Atkins noted,
every municipal department does
their own banking, which can lead
to lax handling of incoming funds.
“We have a tight operation here,” he
said.

Addressing the most recent audit,
he said, “we’ve been at a level for a
number of years that’s very accept-
able and acceptable to the people of
Scotch Plains.”


