
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 10, 2006 Page 5

Commentary by James Diddell

Crisis in the Middle East
How does this affect our small town of

Westfield? It hasn’t yet. But as the days
go by, the tension grows. With the rumors
that Syria and Iran have been supporting
Hezbollah, it raises the question — What
stance will the United States take in this
conflict? With the G8 meeting last week,
the topic was overshadowing many other
issues. Also with the mass evacuations of
Americans currently in Lebanon and Is-
rael, President Bush must be thinking that
this conflict is going to get worse before
it gets better.

Could the United States be forced into
another hot zone in the Middle East? If so,
which side will the U.S. take? The U.S
has the option of supporting either Israel
or Lebanon. It could support Lebanon in

removing the Hezbollah force with a
peacekeeping unit, or it could aid Israel’s
invasion of southern Lebanon. Either way
it would not be good for the United States.

With Iran determined to destroy Israel
and with their weapons of mass destruc-
tions under question, Israel is now a dan-
ger zone.

Would it be best for the United States
to sit this round out and let other countries
break up this fight? These are all ques-
tions on the mind of the American citi-
zens, and in the following weeks, we
could see some of these questions an-
swered.

Editor’s Note: James Diddell is an
intern with the newspaper this summer
and attends Blair Academy.
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DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Independent Investigation
Needed in BPU Affair

Senate Adds $3 Million
Following NJ Laptop Thefts

WESTFIELD — State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. released the following state-
ment today concerning outstanding
questions concerning the Board of
Public Utilities (BPU) audit and ac-
counts:

“Considering Attorney General
Farber is under investigation and is
cited as possibly having a conflict of
interest by the auditors, I believe it
would be appropriate and responsible

for her to step aside and allow an
independent review of this entire situ-
ation.

The players involved, the politics
of the situation, the questions that
must be answered for the public trust
to be restored in the BPU and our
state government can only be ad-
dressed properly by the United States
Attorney Chris Christie or another
independent investigator.”

WASHINGTON – According to a
press release from Senator Robert
Menendez (D-NJ), the Senate added
three million dollars to the defense
appropriations bill following recent
reports that two Navy laptop comput-
ers were stolen from two different
Navy recruiting offices in New Jer-
sey. The laptops – reportedly contain-
ing information on 31,000 Navy re-
cruiters and applicants – were said to
have been stolen in early June and
early July from Navy recruiting sta-
tions in Trenton and Jersey City.

“We depend on sailors to protect
our seas, provide medical care to our
Marines and engage hostile forces in
the sky, among many other critical
responsibilities,” Senator Menendez
said. “The least we can do is safe-
guard the personal information they
volunteer during the application pro-
cess. This amendment will provide
the Navy the resources they need to
ensure we’re protecting those who
volunteer to protect our nation.”

Epilog: Senator Menendez subse-

quently released a statement follow-
ing reports that a Veterans Adminis-
tration computer – reportedly con-
taining personal information on thou-
sands of veterans – was reported miss-
ing. The computer was in the posses-
sion of a subcontractor hired to assist
in insurance collections for VA’s medi-
cal centers in Pittsburgh and Phila-
delphia, and potentially contains in-
formation on New Jersey veterans
being treated in Pennsylvania.

“On the same day the United State
Senate passed my amendment to in-
crease physical security and data pro-
tections at navy recruiting stations
across the country, the Veterans Ad-
ministration was notified of yet an-
other security breach. It is deplorable
that this is the manner in which we
treat those who have fought to protect
our nation. I call on the Director of
the Veterans Administration to pro-
vide a full accounting of what is miss-
ing, and what steps will be taken to
ensure that each and every veteran is
protected.”

Committee Proposed to
Expose State Waste

WESTFIELD –Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) has requested that
the Speaker and Senate President cre-
ate a fifth committee for the sole
purpose of finding waste and over
spending within the New Jersey state
budget. He said the committee should
be chaired by a forensic accountant
and consist of leaders from the busi-
ness community, as well as one Re-
publican and one Democrat legisla-
tor. This committee should meet im-
mediately and provide all findings to
the public, he said.

“This special session is an impor-
tant first step and the legislature should

not recess until the recommended
changes are made in the property tax
system. It is equally important that
the public receive a report that ‘fol-
lows the dollar’,” stated Mr.
Bramnick.

“We are aware through the efforts
of U.S. Attorney Chris Christie that
there has been horrific waste at
UMDNJ. Mr. Christie sent forensic
accountants into the hospital and they
were able to reveal the waste and
abuse. As a result, the legislature has
made changes to the governing struc-
ture of the hospital and the governor
has halted a new million dollar ad
campaign,” Mr. Bramnick further dis-
cussed.

The legislature needs an oversight
committee to reveal abuse at other
governmental departments and agen-
cies. The committee should have the
power to review any and all govern-
ment programs and any institution
that receives government funding.

Letters to the Editor
Neighbors Should Introduce

Themselves and Discuss Problems
I have been an upstanding member of

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood community
since my children were one and four years
of age. They had their entire pre-college
educations in Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
Both have advanced degrees. One of them
currently teaches in our school system
and is highly respected by students, staff
and administration.

It is with deep sadness that I feel it
necessary to educate members of my own
community on what it means to be a good
neighbor.

When you acquire a new home, try not
to alienate your neighbors before you
even move in. Well-brought up people,
when they find a problem on the grounds
between their properties, would politely
introduce themselves to their neighbor
and request that the problem be addressed.
It is not only ignorant, but also rude and
cruel to make the first move by filing a
formal complaint against neighbors you
have never even seen or addressed per-

sonally. I have never even heard of such
a disgusting anonymous thing happen-
ing.

After 31 years of living in Scotch Plains,
this is the first time such a thing has
happened to me. It was not only hurtful,
but offensive, and a total waste of the
township’s time, energy and funds! I can
only assume that my new neighbors were
not raised to respect the feelings of other
people. They showed an incredible lack
of intelligence, sensitivity and tact. I guess
they missed that part of their educations -
that is if they had any education to speak
of either at home or at school.

I only know that the ten-year-old next
door is much more polite than these so-
called adults. So dear neighbors - think
twice before being a bully and making an
enemy who could have been a good friend
to you. That is your loss.

Karen Gutterman
Scotch Plains
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ALL ABOARD…Herman Butler, Commander of the Watchung Sail and Power
Squadron, was honored by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders last
month to recognize the squad’s 50th anniversary along with acknowledging Mr.
Butler’s dedication. Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, Mr.
Butler, Theodore Wallace (former commander who was also honored) and
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski.

Sail & Power Squadron
Celebrates 50th Year

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Herman
Butler of Scotch Plains was presented
with a resolution in July from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders acknowledging the 50th an-
niversary of the Watchung Sail and
Power Squadron.

The U.S. Power Squadron was or-
ganized in 1914 as a non-profit educa-
tion organization that specializes in
teaching classes in steamship. There
are 450 squadrons in 33 districts with
approximately 60,000 members across
the nation and the Power Squadron is
America’s largest non-profit boating
organization. The squadrons’ objec-
tives are community service, educa-
tion and friendship and camaraderie.
The squadrons offer boating courses
on a regular basis and have educated
over three million boaters.

The Watchung Sail and Power
Squadron began in 1956 and has about
150 active squad members today. Mr.
Butler has worked with the Watchung
squadron for eight years and started
at the bottom of the suto military
hierarchy and worked his way up to

the role of commander.
Mr. Butler is in charge of everyone

and has to oversee everything; “the
buck stops at me,” said Mr. Butler
during a recent interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. Mr. Butler
also has to attend the district and
national meetings and “pick up the
gold nuggets (from the meetings) and
bring them back to the squadron.”

“Before I even knew I had to be
certified to operate a boat, I knew I
had to have a boating safety course
under my belt before I got into a
collision, which is how I first got
involved with the squadron. Through
this, I also met some good social
people who I guess liked me too,
which is how I became the com-
mander,” Mr. Butler said.

In New Jersey, anyone who wants
to operate a boat must be certified in
boat safety. The Watchung Sail and
Power Squadron offers fall and spring
courses and due to the increase in
demand this year, offers summer
courses as well. A GPS course in
order to learn how to use the naviga-
tion instrument has also been added.
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Ed Palermo Big Band
Plays Free Concert In Park

AREA – The Union County Summer
Arts Festival concert series will continue
on Wednesday, August 23, with a perfor-
mance by jazz and blues musicians, The
Ed Palermo Big Band with Rob Paparozzi.
The concert is free and begins at 7:30 p.m.
in Echo Lake Park.

Ed Palermo and his band have enter-
tained local music lovers for years, draw-
ing rave reviews from Downbeat Maga-
zine and Time Out New York. Singer and
harmonica player Rob Paparozzi, whose
music is well known to Broadway audi-
ences and TV fans of Bill Cosby and
David Letterman, will join them. The Ed
Palermo Big Band concert at Echo Lake
Park is sponsored by Schering-Plough.

Freeholder Chairman Mirabella urges

all to “bring the entire family, pack a
picnic basket, bring lawn chairs or blan-
kets to sit on, and enjoy an evening of
swinging jazz and blues in Echo Lake
Park.”

The grand finale of the concerts in the
Summer Arts Festival series will be on
August 30 with The Party Dolls.

In case of rain, concerts will be held in
the air-conditioned auditorium at Cranford
High School on West End Place off
Springfield Avenue in Cranford at 7:30
p.m. For up-to-date concert/rain infor-
mation, call the hotline at (908) 352-8410
after 3 p.m. on the day of the concert.

For more information, call the Union
County Department of Parks, Recreation
and Facilities at (908) 527-4900.


