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GASTRONOMIE et FRATERNITE…Les Marmitons of New Jersey met in
Cranford last Saturday at the home of Bob and Sharon Rial for their annual
barbecue. The organization is an international gastronomic and social club of
gentlemen who share a common interest in fine food, wine and the culinary arts.

Judge Gives Hillcrest
Academy Year to Relocate

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A state adminis-
trative law judge last week ruled in
favor of the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission (UCESC)
in its case agains the Westfield Board
of Education (BOE), thus enabling
Hillcrest Academy, an alternative high
school operated by the UCESC, the
option to remain at the Westfield BOE’s
Lincoln School facility on Westfield
Avenue until June 30, 2007.

Judge Caridad Rigo turned over
her recommendation to State Com-
missioner of Education Lucille Davey
on August 2. Commissioner Davey
has 45 days to adopt, reject or modify
this decision; otherwise the decision
is final, the judge stated.

The BOE had opted not to renew the
UCESC lease at Lincoln and had sought
to have Hillcrest out of the Westfield
Avenue building by October 1.

Regarding the terms of the lease
agreement between the BOE and the
UCESC, Judge Rigo’s decision states,
“when a tenancy for a stated term of a
year or more is converted to a holdover
month to month tenancy by reason of
an expiration of a written lease without
execution of a renewal lease, the hold-
over tenancy is ordinarily subject to all
of the terms and conditions of the writ-
ten lease other than its durational term.”

“The best interests of the students
and the general community at large is
best served if UCESC stays at the Lin-
coln School location for the 2006-2007
academic year,” Judge Rigo stated.

The judge said in her ruling that
ending Hillcrest’s lease in October
would violate the provision of New
Jersey state law requiring that all stu-
dents receive “thorough and efficient
education” as well as stipulations re-
lating to the federal government’s
“No Child Left Behind” statute. She
stated that non-renewal of lease be-
gan following a May 3 incident in
which six Hillcrest students were ar-
rested and charged with stealing a

bicycle and a car. “Four Hillcrest stu-
dents misbehaved requiring Westfield
police intervention,” the judge stated.

Richard Kaplow, Westfield BOE
attorney, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “I believe I will be
filing some written exceptions (of the
judge’s ruling) to the commissioner.
It appears to me that some issues
were not addressed, such as why the
commission (UCESC) is granted an
entire year to find alternative facili-
ties.”

Mr. Kaplow also said the BOE has
the right to know and should be per-
mitted to monitor the commission’s
search for alternative facilities.

Nelson Wolf, representing Lisa Stern
and Sue Hopper, the residential neigh-
bors of Hillcrest who were partici-
pants in the case, said, “According to
the rules, my client is allowed to file an
exception. We have 13 days to do this.”

Caught in this crossfire between
UCESC and the BOE is WYACT, the
Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theater, Inc. The community group
subleases space at Lincoln School
from UCESC. Prior to the judge’s
decision, WYACT did not know where
it was going to hold its classes.

UCESC Superintendent William
Petrino said, “(WYACT) benefits the
local children. It would be very un-
fortunate if they became a casualty of
this process.”

Cynthia Meryl, director of the pro-
gram, said that WYACT has been
located at Lincoln School for seven
years and that 57 percent of her stu-
dents come from Westfield.

“Seven years ago, we had nowhere
to go. We talked to (Westfield Super-
intendent of Schools) Dr. (William)
Foley; and he volunteered to call Mr.
(Ed) Hartnett (former Superintendent
of UCESC). I never heard from Dr.
Foley, so I called Mr. Hartnett my-
self,” Ms. Meryl said. “He charged us
a fabulous rate; all we have to pay is
the cost of a custodian.”

“I absolutely understand the neigh-
bors’ anger. This never should have
happened and somebody dropped the
ball. I am very happy about the deci-
sion. Now the commission and
WYACT have time to find a place to
live,” Ms. Meryl said.

Ms. Meryl and her husband reside
in the adjacent neighborhood. She said
that she invited neighbors to visit a
class and see what they have to offer.

“I was told, ‘I have no interest’ by
one of my neighbors,” she said. “The
kids in this school have said to me they
want to stay straight, a better life.”

“It makes me feel badly that they
(the residents) never asked me about
(Hillcrest). Not one person,” Ms.
Meryl said.

POLICE BLOTTER

Carjacking at Bally’s
Remains Under Investigation

By MELISSA LOEWINGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK – Township police are
continuing their investigation of a
Wednesday, July 26 carjacking of an
off-duty police officer. The incident
took place in the Bally’s Total Fitness
parking lot on Central Avenue.

Police said the officer, who was not
identified, was held up at gunpoint at
10 p.m. The victim, who police said
drove to the gym in his orange 2005
Nissan Murano, was taking out his
supplies from his car in preparation
for exercise when two men ap-
proached him.

Clark Police Captain Denis Connell
said that one man asked for a light,
and the victim ignored him. The sec-
ond man then pulled a gun on him,
demanded the SUV and a scuffle en-
sued.

Police said no shots were fired, but
the robbers fled in the stolen vehicle.

Clark Detective Lieutenant Kevin
White said the officer’s gun and badge
were not in the SUV.

Rocheed Singletary, an unem-
ployed 18-year-old, was arrested on
July 29 by the Irvington police for
possession of a stolen motor vehicle
linking him to the Clark carjacking,
police said.

The second suspect has not yet
been identified. Singletary is being
held in the Essex County jail in lieu of
bail on the Irvington charges.

Detective Kevin Shackleton of the
Clark Police Department charged
Singletary with a single count of
carjacking while armed, a crime of
the first degree, police said. State
Superior Court Judge James Heimlich
set bail at $250,000 cash.

Captain Denis Connell of the Clark
Police declined further comment on
the case when contacted by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Talented WHS Alumna
Killed In Car Accident

By CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Krystle Dixon, a
member of the Westfield High School
Class of 2001, was killed early Sun-
day after her car left Route 22, hitting
a pole in the Hillside Shop Rite park-
ing lot at 6:19 a.m.

Taken immediately to University
Hospital in Newark, the 23-year-old
was pronounced dead several hours
later.

“Everyone in the school district
mourns the loss,” said Westfield
School/Community Relations Coor-
dinator Lorre Korecky. “She was very
athletic, very bright and a charming
young woman,” she added.

Krystle graduated from the Uni-
versity of Rochester with a degree in
English before attending Montclair
State University, where she was study-
ing biology.

“She was a great, great daughter
with lots of goals in life,” said her
mother, Karleen Dixon.

At Westfield High School, Krystle
was a member of the high school
soccer, track and basketball teams.
She also was on the honor roll and
was a student council representative.

“Krystle was an outstanding ath-
lete,” said Thomas Hornish, a
Westfield High School history teacher
and varsity track coach. “She was the

captain of our track and field team
and was among the best sprinters and
hurdlers in school history.”

Recently selected as a Miss New
Jersey contestant, Krystle also
planned on applying to medical
school.

“It was a shock to lose such a beau-
tiful young woman,” said Westfield
High School Assistant Principal Rob-
ert Eyre. “She was very involved and
it is clear she had lots of promise in
her life outside of Westfield High
School,” he stated.

Brent Bramnick graduated with
Krystle and worked with her on the
student council at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and Westfield High
School.

“No one else was able to mix work-
ing and having fun together,” said Mr.
Bramnick. “When everything got dif-
ficult, it was her ability to make you
smile that made every day fun.”

The funeral will be held at 10 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, August 11, at the
Calvary Roseville United Methodist
Church at 400 Main Street in East
Orange.

The Dixon family plans on estab-
lishing a scholarship fund in Krystle’s
name.

Krystle is survived by her mother,
Karleen, father, Charles, and a brother,
Christopher.

Westfield
Tuesday, August 1, David Lovejoy,

27, of Union Township was arrested on
an outstanding town code warrant from
Union Township following a motor ve-
hicle stop at South and Windsor Avenues.
He was released after posting $150 bail.

Tuesday, August 1, Lorenzo Mejia, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged with
hindering apprehension for allegedly sup-
plying police with a fictitious name, date of
birth and town of residence during a motor
vehicle accident investigation on East South
Avenue. He also was taken into custody on
an outstanding Plainfield criminal warrant
for $350. Municipal Court Judge Brenda
Cuba set bail on the hindering apprehension
charge at $750. Mejia posted both bail
amounts and was released pending a court
date today, Thursday, August 10.

Wednesday, August 2, a resident of the
900 block of South Avenue reported an
incident of criminal mischief in which uni-
dentified persons shattered the glass front
door of his home with an unknown object.

Thursday, August 3, James Moloney,
53, of Cranford was arrested at the south
side Westfield train station on an out-
standing $10,000 contempt of court war-
rant issued by Trenton. Trenton issued a
new court date and released him.

Thursday, August 3, a Westfield resident
reported that his motor vehicle was burglar-
ized while parked in a Watterson Street
municipal lot. The vehicle’s stereo/compact
disk player and a CD box set were removed.

Thursday, August 3, Anthony Mazzilli,
18, of Mountainside was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at East North Avenue
and Central Avenue on an outstanding $350
motor vehicle warrant issued by Berkeley
Heights. He was released after posting bail.

Friday, August 4, Christie L. Dillon, 23,
of Edison was placed under arrest in the 200
block of East Broad Street and charged with
theft by deception for allegedly taking mer-
chandise from the floor area of a store at that
location and fraudulently returning the items
to her own account. She was released on her
own recognizance after being served with a
complaint-summons.

Friday, August 4, Kizzy Munro, 22, of
Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested in a munici-
pal lot behind businesses along East Broad
Street on a fourth degree shoplifting charge
stemming from an incident at an estab-
lishment in the 200 block of East Broad
Street. Munro also was charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of controlled
dangerous substance paraphernalia. Bail
was set at $1,000. Munro was committed
on default of bail to the Union County jail.

Friday, August 4, Ramel Ervin, 35, of
Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested in a municipal
lot behind businesses along East Broad Street
on a third degree shoplifting charge involv-
ing an incident at an establishment in the 100
block of Central Avenue. Ervin additionally
was charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. Bail was set at
$2,000. Ervin also was committed on default

of bail to the Union County jail.
Friday, August 4, Naomi Klassel, 26,

of Scotch Plains was arrested in the 200
block of Prospect Street on an outstand-
ing municipal code warrant issued by
Newark, for $125, and motor vehicle
warrants issued by Mountainside, for
$100, and Scotch Plains, for $300. She
posted bail on all three and was released.

Sunday, August 6, Amani Simeon, 18,
of Piscataway was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop in the 1000 block of
West South Avenue on an outstanding
Westfield motor vehicle warrant for $130.
She was released after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, August 3, the manager of a

Park Avenue restaurant reported that sev-
eral items were stolen from his property.
The items were valued at $80. According
to police, a dark colored vehicle was seen
exiting the area.

Friday, August 4, an employee of a Route
22 gas station reported being the victim of
theft. He stated that the occupant of an un-
known motor vehicle purchased $48 worth
of gas and left the station without paying.

Friday, August 4, a resident of Acacia
Road reported being the victim of crimi-
nal mischief. He stated that one or more
unknown persons damaged a flag that
was left in his front yard.

Sunday, August 6, the manager of a
Terrill Road restaurant reported being the
victim of theft. He stated that one or more
unknown persons removed cash from a
drawer on the premises. It was unknown at
press time how much cash was removed.

Sunday, August 6, a resident of West
Broad Street reported being the victim of
a burglary, stating that one or more un-
known persons entered his house and
removed jewelry. It is unknown when the
incident occurred.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 1, Soroya Jackson-

Hammond, 35, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue that revealed an outstanding
Clifton warrant in the amount of $245.

Thursday, August 3, Jermaine Morrison,
25, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue that
revealed a $383 Bound Brook warrant.

Thursday, August 3, Carlos Smith, 35, of
Plainfield was arrested on Terrill Road after a
motor vehicle stop that revealed an outstand-
ing Newark warrant in the amount of $89.

Friday, August 4, an employee of a South
Avenue grocery store reported being the
victim of possible theft. According to po-
lice, the employee suspected an individual
was shoplifting after witnessing what was
described as mischievous behavior.

The individual, identified as a black male,
fled the scene on a bicycle. A search of the
area failed to locate any suspects, police said.

Friday, August 4, David Lawson, 41,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road that
revealed an outstanding Bound Brook
warrant in the amount of $1,500.

Monday, August 7, Suzanne Theraldsen,
39, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on East Second Street that
revealed numerous outstanding warrants out
of Westfield in the amount of $180.

Monday, August 7, Steven Tunnell, 48,
of Iselin was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road revealed an outstand-
ing Newark warrant in the amount of $100.

Mountainside
Monday, July 31, Charles B. Tyler, 54,

of Orange was arrested at the Essex County
jail on an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $250.

Tuesday, August 1, a resident of
Tanglewood Lane reported being the vic-
tim of theft. She stated that one or more
unknown persons removed her son’s red
Schwinn BMX style bicycle from her drive-
way. The value of the bicycle is $200.

Wednesday, August 2, Janelle M. Hamp-
ton, 26, of Newark was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop and charged with
driving with a suspended license and a
suspended registration. Hampton also was
charged with an active warrant out of
Union Township in the amount of $500.

Thursday, August 3, Anton L. Bernabela,
26, of Metuchen was arrested at the Plainfield
Police Department on an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of $481.

Friday, August 4, Daniel A. Breda, 24,
of Newark was arrested following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22 and charged
with driving with a suspended license.

Friday, August 4, Esrick A. Gordon, 29, of
Irvington was arrested on numerous outstand-
ing warrants out of East Orange after he was
stopped for allegedly failing to display an
inspection sticker. A computer check revealed
the suspect also was wanted in Georgia.

Saturday, August 5, a resident of Darby
Lane reported a suspicious incident. The
resident stated that he noticed an unfamiliar
black pickup truck parked in his neighbor’s
driveway and an unknown female talking to
the neighbor at the front door.

He then noticed the neighbor walking
around to the rear of the house with the
female, at which time two males exited the
vehicle and entered the house through the
open front door. The caller recognized this
to be a scam and immediately called 911.
The caller then notified the suspects that he
had called 911 and all of them fled the scene.

The victim told police that a Hispanic
female had rang her doorbell and pushed
her way in. The suspect told the victim,
“You know me; I’m Maria’s sister. I’m
looking for my kitty. Your neighbor told
me my kitty ran into your backyard. Can
you help me find it?” The victim and the
suspect then went around into the back-
yard, at which time the male suspects
entered the residence.

The female was described as a heavyset
Hispanic woman with a large chest and
dyed red hair. The males were described
as possibly Hispanic and heavyset, with
one having a scruffy beard. The vehicle
was identified as a new black Dodge Ram
1500 Quad cab bearing no license plate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

State Property Taxes
several years, which has caused big
increases in municipal budgets.

In terms of the concept of reducing
the number of municipalities in the
state from 561, Mayor Skibitsky said,
“there is more accountability” at the
local level of government.”

He listed the New Jersey School
Construction Corporation and the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey (UMDNJ) as examples
of the state’s wasteful spending. He
said rising property taxes and the
increased sales tax would drive New
Jersey businesses out of the state.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
while she is encouraged that the state
is addressing property taxes, more
needs to be done to contain rising
costs for areas like health care and
pensions, as well as increasing state
aid to municipalities. She said
Fanwood received just under $1 mil-
lion in aid annually although, like
other towns, aid has been flat for
several years.

“I think every mayor welcomes the
fact there is finally a serious conver-
sation going on in Trenton on prop-
erty taxes,” she said, adding that the
special session in Trenton has bipar-
tisan support.

“We (mayors) are all suffering as
well as the homeowners,” said Mayor
Mahr, recently named vice chairman
and treasurer of the New Jersey Con-
ference of Mayors.

Governor Corzine has said he wants
future property tax increases capped
at 4 percent. Mayor Mahr said that
could happen, but only if the state
starts increasing municipal aid to the
rate of population growth and infla-
tion and helps to control health care
and pension cost increases.

“(What are towns) supposed to do
if the packages we have to approve
with police and fire (unions) are above
that?” she asked.

“The hard work is really now. It all
sounds good on paper,” said Mayor
Mahr.

“Something has to be done. We in
Fanwood work very hard to keep the
(property tax) increases at a barebones
minimum,” Mayor Mahr said. She
said mayors and councils are strug-
gling. Fanwood applies and receives
grants and shares services with other
towns, “and we still struggle. – every-
thing goes up.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
who has been a vocal advocate of
property tax reform throughout his
tenure, said Governor Corzine “is
saying the right things,” but noted
that some of his predecessors “have
also said the right things without there
being any meaningful follow-
through.” The mayor pointed to the

numerous blue-ribbon panels, stud-
ies and hearings held on property tax
reform in years past without anything
coming of those efforts.

“I’m skeptical that anything of sub-
stance will happen,” he told The
Leader and The Times. He predicted
that, instead, the Legislature would
“nibble around the edges” and pass
what he termed some “feel-good leg-
islation” without addressing any of
the substantive issues involving prop-
erty tax reform.

Mayor Marks lauded the governor
for saying that the state will have to
go after the so-called “800-pound
gorillas and sacred cows and special
interests, because that’s what has to
be done.” But Mayor Marks added
that he didn’t know “if the Legisla-
ture has the backbone” to do so.

State Assemblywoman Linda
Stender, a former Fanwood mayor
and Union County freeholder, said
Tuesday in a press release that “mu-
nicipalities must be willing to con-
solidate and share services if we are
to lower property taxes in New Jer-
sey.”

“Property taxes in New Jersey are
out of control,” she said.
“Homeowners have suffered long
enough at the hands of escalating
property taxes. The time for action
has come. This (Joint Legislative
Committee on Government Consoli-
dation and Shared Services commit-
tee) is going to have to make some
hard decisions, but in the long run, it
will lower property taxes.”

Clarification:
Fanwood Planning Bd.
Regarding the Fanwood Planning

Board story published in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on August 3,
Planning Board Chairman Greg
Cummings provided the following
additional information:

“The four-foot retaining wall men-
tioned in the Aug 3 article [453 Mid-
way Avenue, Mr. Alex Segal] is in
fact seven feet. It was constructed on
the neighbor’s property without their
approval, without the necessary ease-
ments, without the required engineer-
ing plan and without a variance.”

have little or no control.
Chief Financial Officer Fred

Tomkins cited high double-digit per-
centage increases in health insurance,
pensions, utilities and gasoline as rea-
sons for the budget increase.

Mr. Tomkins said the borough was
able to cut some expenses on the
spending side of the budget wherever
possible. “But there’s only so much
you can cut and so far you can go and
still maintain services,” he said.

Councilman Joseph Higgins
pointed out that the borough also
“went out of our way to have (munici-
pal) department heads come in with
flat budgets” to keep spending in line
as much as possible.

Councilman Jack Molenaar criticized
the state’s property tax system and its
impact on municipal budgets. He said
Fanwood is “one of the lowest-cost
municipalities per household in the
county,” and he said the adopted budget
“is the best we can do for Fanwood.”

Mayor Mahr said the delayed bud-
get process “has been frustrating,”
and “has taken a tremendous amount
of effort to get us to this point.”

The mayor also said the $350,000
in Extraordinary Municipal Aid was
“a big shot in the arm for this budget.”

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood’s bud-
get increase is one of the lower in-
creases in the county. “Right now,
that’s the best we can hope for be-
cause we don’t want to cut services,”
she said.

During the public hearing portion
of the meeting, local resident Joe Nagy
congratulated the borough on success-
fully applying for state aid, carrying a
healthy surplus, and effectively col-
lecting more than 99 percent of its
taxes, but he also voiced concerns.

“I see some storm clouds on the
horizon,” Mr. Nagy said. “We can
always apply for state aid, but we
can’t always count on receiving this
help.”

Mr. Nagy suggested that the bor-
ough consider tapping into its $895,000
surplus if a similar budget situation
materializes next year, although he
acknowledged that such a move would
only be a “one-time solution.”

Mr. Nagy also renewed a previous
request that the borough prepare a
summarized description of the bud-
get that can be distributed in the
Fanwoodian publication. He said this
would allow taxpayers to “look
clearly, not in an accounting way, at
where the outlays are in the budget.”

Local resident Michael Loberfeld
asked the governing body to take a role
in ongoing efforts to reform the state’s
property tax system, and explore shared
services options where possible.

Mayor Mahr responded that,
“Fanwood will be an active participant,
not just watching from the sidelines.”

Mr. Tomkins said the next step for
the adopted budget is certification by
the county, which could take about a
week. After that, the borough expects
to be able to mail out property tax
bills, mostly likely within the next
week to 10 days. Then, property tax-
payers would have 25 days to pay
their delayed tax bills.

Mayor Mahr indicated that a spe-
cial notice would be included with
the tax bills to explain the schedule.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Adopts $7.7 Mil. Budget


