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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Clerks II offers a good second help-
ing of the love-hate affair with New
Jersey that director Kevin Smith so
scathingly served up in 1994 to kick
off his directorial career. But the battle
lines are drawn.

Some contend Mr. Smith’s growth
is as arrested as the social develop-
ment of his film’s protagonists. Oth-
ers, informing it’s evidence of his skill,
say Clerks II is proof positive that you
certainly can go home. Whether you’d
want to is another matter.

With that said, this is a return to the
scene of the crime, a big private joke
revived for all the reasons, abnormal
and otherwise. What can’t be recre-
ated, but only lovingly copied, is the
sheer weirdness of its characters’ first
dawn...the boldness of the experiment.

Regardless, unless you’re rather thin-
skinned, Clerks II is almost always
funny. The old crew, looking wonder-
fully the worse for wear, is back.

Act #1, Scene #1, the seedy video/
convenience store has burned down,
thanks no less to the characteristic
carelessness of perennial space cadet
Randal Graves, peerlessly portrayed
by Jeff Anderson. Best pal Dante
Hicks, again acted with long-suffer-
ing comportment by Brian
O’Halloran, arrives to find the ash-
ridden sign of his sudden unemploy-
ment. He might as well opine, “Well,
this is another fine mess you’ve got-
ten us into” while Randal bewails,
“I’m a bad boy.”

In short, though it’s been twelve
years between engagements, Randal
and Dante are a classical team…the
latest fat and skinny. Confounding as
it is to figure, they are indeed friends.

Fast forward just a skosh from the
scene of the opening fire and the duo
are again unsuccessfully employed,
this time at a McDonald’s knockoff
called Mooby’s. Once more they will
drink at opposite ends of the philo-
sophical trough. One will see it half
empty, the other half-full. They will
drive each other mad.

Meanwhile, the slightest hint of a
plot serves as the frame for sex talk,
chiding, diatribes on pop culture and
more sex talk.

This go-round, Dante has appar-
ently found his exit out of the Garden
State. It’s that tried-and-true method

Clerks II
Service with a Smirk

known as marrying well. Her name is
Emma, (Jennifer Schwalbach Smith)
and he says he loves her. Daddy is
going to set Dante up with a car wash
in Florida once they wed. Randal
rails cynical at the proposition.

Less disparaging, but curiously con-
cerned all the same is Dante’s boss,
Becky (Rosario Dawson), a self-pro-
fessed decrier of true love. We’ve a
sneaking suspicion it’s not just about
losing a mediocre employee.

Unchanged from issue one, the
patrons who populate the fast food
joint provide a ready supply of can-
non fodder for Randal’s dyspeptic
digs. And of course drug dealers Jay
(Jason Mewes) and Silent Bob (Smith)
have moved their operation to a spot
outside Mooby’s.

Playing counterpoint to their liber-
tine postulations is innocent Elias.
Notably repressed, the neophyte clerk
may still escape the slacker Heaven
and Hell to which his betters seem
doomed.

The usual free-for-all atmosphere
pervades, with a handful of nods to
memorable moments from the origi-
nal. Recalling the hockey game on
the roof, Becky and Dante go up top
for a dance lesson. Expectedly, there’s
the open bathroom door bit and the
usual potty humor to accompany it.
One-upping himself, Smith even adds
a serving of bestiality, just in case
there’s not already enough rancor and
shock being fomented.

But while the spirit of the initial
enterprise remains intact, this time
the cost of anarchy is a bit more. The
production standards are there, even
if some handheld camera work is
tossed in to give it that freshman
filmmaker facade. Fact is, the buzz
among younger viewers is that this
one’s in color, making it far more
watchable. Just what we needed…a
more inclusive bit of blasphemy.

Still, if you’re a fan of that raw
Jersey nerve that Smith so gamely
hits at will, then this movie is prob-
ably in your destiny. Detractors would
sneeringly agree that Clerks II serves
you right.

* * * *
Clerks II, rated R, is an MGM

release directed by Kevin Smith and
stars Brian O’Halloran, Jeff Ander-
son and Rosario Dawson. Running
time: 97 minutes

Is WF Town Pride Newest
Addition to ‘Game Night?’

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially written for the Westfield Leader and the Times

WESTFIELD – The latest item to
join the shelves of many Westfield
memorabilia collectors and board
game fanatics is Westfield the board
game, otherwise known as “Westfield
Town Pride,” created by Michael
Lama. The real question is: does Town
Pride tickle Westfielders’ fancies
enough to become a part of their
game nights?

Mr. Lama is an eight-year resident
of Westfield, where he resides with
his wife and three children. Mr. Lama
was a middle school math teacher in
Montclair for one year and has taught
for 12 years. He attended East
Stroudsburg University for his un-
dergraduate degree in communica-
tions and Seton Hall for his masters in
corporate and public communication.
He is currently working on obtaining
his masters in mathematics at
Montclair State University.

The inspiration for Town Pride came
from a desire to spice up the Lamas’
weekly game night with their neigh-
borhood friends. It was the Lamas’ turn
to host game night, and Mr. Lama was
feeling uninspired by the boxes of games
lining the shelves at the local stores.
While on a run in the Watchung Reser-
vation, the idea to combine charities,
local businesses and information from
the Westfield photo book into a family
friendly board game struck Mr. Lama.

Town Pride began with six people.
Kara Shoulin, a lifelong Westfield
resident, came up with many of the
questions for the game. A few people
came and went and were paid com-
mission for their role in the process,
but the main financial backing was
from Mr. Lama.

Town Pride’s layout consists of 43
spaces with a backdrop outlining
Westfield and business cards lining
the sides of the board. In order to win,
one must conquer the first 42 squares
by answering the questions provided.
Such questions include: “What es-
tablishment occupied the area near
the present day Washington School?”
(Answer: Fair Acres Race Track) and
my personal favorite, “Ironically, John
List had possession of something that
could have solved his financial woes,
what was it?” (Answer: The Tiffany
ceiling in his ballroom).

Interspersed within the deck of
questions are blank cards whose pur-
pose might be unclear at first, but the
intention is for your family to create
their own Town Pride questions. Once
a player reaches the last square, the
other players begin asking this player
(on the last square) questions, of which
they must answer three correctly in
order to win the game.

My friends and I decided to have

our own game night and sit down and
test our knowledge of Westfield. Over-
all, the game is quite the brainteaser.
I found myself straining to remember
the name of the Native American
tribe whose Wigwam I created in
third grade to answer “Who were the
region’s earliest settlers?” (The Lenni-
Lenape). Many of the questions were
out of my generation’s scope of
knowledge and not something that
would be taught in a history class in
any of the Westfield Public Schools.

There is no denying that I learned a
lot about Westfield, and even New
Jersey, in this one game night. How-
ever, one thing I would have liked to
see instituted in the game was more
interesting elements on the board it-
self, such as, “Uh oh, construction on
East Broad Street; go back two
spaces” or even a timer for those
players who take a little too long
trying to think of what year the Miller-
Cory House opened (1972).

According to Mr. Lama, most of
the questions are from the 1950’s
onward. There was a lot of research
that went into the game, and the ques-
tions are not based around gossip,
said Mr. Lama, but based around re-
search, parks and plaques around the
town.

“The first couple of times people
play the game, they’re learning,” said
Mr. Lama, “The purpose of the game
is to teach children and allow lifelong
residents to reminisce about
Westfield.”

“Coming up with the design of the
board and box and the content for the
quirky questions was quite enjoyable,”
said Mr. Lama. He decided after the
game was created and about to be sold
to hold back a few questions for the
holiday season in order to offer a free
packet of questions at local businesses
to give to Westfielders who already
own the game.

About 200 copies of Town Pride
have already been sold, and another 50
are on the street now. Five percent of
the proceeds bought through a Town
Pride carrier go to the Leukemia Soci-
ety, and 15 percent is donated if it is
purchased through the society directly.

Those interested in purchasing a
copy of Westfield Town Pride can pick
one up for $29.95 at: The Town Book
Store, Town Embroidery, B. Kubick
Optician and Hearing Aid Center,
Hersheys, Poppy Fields, Westfield
Collision, Beauty Supply, Bagel Cha-
teau, Best Western Westfield Inn and
Signature Moments.

Town Pride is also available to use
for fundraising. For an additional two
dollars off, bring a copy of this article
to any of these Town Pride supporters
and make Town Pride your latest game
night addition.

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
I LOVE THE 80’S...Amethyst, an 80’s cover band, performed a free concert in
Echo Lake Park as part of the Union County Summer Arts Festival concert series
last Wednesday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN WHAT YEAR…Four members of the Westfield Leader’s intern staff, from left
to right, Rachel Leopold, Katie Newingham, Kelsi Browning and David Riggs,
strain their brains to answer some of the challenging trivia questions in the board
game Westfield Town Pride; created by Westfield resident Michael Lama.

WSW Finishes Brilliant
Performance of Carousel
By BRYAN KRICHILSKY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Summer Workshop, a five-week pro-
gram that incorporates many facets
of the arts, performed Carousel on
July 20 and 21 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
at Edison Intermediate School (EIS).
Each of the performances was a suc-
cess for the cast, crew and directors.

The play, which lasted for about
two and a half hours, left friends and
family clapping after each dramatic
scene. As the romance between Billy
Bigalow and Julie Jordan climaxed,
so did the song and dance. The band
instruments – piano, violin, flute,
clarinet, trumpet and cello – accom-
panied the cast in front of the stage.

The play started out at the carnival in
a cheerful scene that contrasts greatly
with the problematic scenes that fol-
low, as troubles begin to interfere in the
relationships between the main charac-
ters. Even the seemingly impeccable
relationship between Carrie and Mr.
Snow is broken when Mr. Snow an-
nounces that his dreams have been shat-
tered after he finds her flirting with the
infamous Jigger. The climax of Billy’s
troubles result in his unexpected death,
and he regrets them as he waits in
purgatory. The troubles are seemingly
resolved, though, as Billy returns to
Earth to watch his daughter’s gradua-
tion.  At this time, the band plays “You’ll
Never Walk Alone,” a song that gives
moral strength to both the characters
and the audience.

Valerie Pineda, Showcase Theatre Pro-
gram director and producer, said, “The

entire showcase theatre staff is extremely
proud of the staff of Carousel for putting
up the show in just three weeks.”

The Westfield Summer Workshop
also presented Seussical at EIS on July
26 and 27 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Also
at EIS on July 28 was Cabaret Night,
a Broadway revue featuring the cast of
Carousel. There was also a Summer
Symphony Orchestra Concert on July
28 at the Zion Lutheran Church on
Raritan Road in Clark. For further
questions about the Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop, call (908) 789-9696.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-16933-05
FILE NO. 47802-6

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE

AND AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

RTCP ASSOCIATES, LP
PLAINTIFF(S) VS. RICHARD
A. GONZALEZ AND
PATRICIA E. GONZALEZ HIS
WIFE; STATE OF CALIFOR-
NIA; MARINA ASSOCIATES,
A NEW JERSEY GENERAL
PARTNERSHIP D/B/A
HARRAH’S MARINA HOTEL
CASINO; SUMMIT MORT-
GAGE COMPANY N/K/A
BANK OF AMERICA;
RAQUEL PORRATA;
ALEXANDRA MELENDEZ;
GREENWOOD TRUST COM-
PANY; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY;  FORD MOTOR CREDIT
COMPANY; JOSHUA
NABOZNY;  NEW CENTURY
FINANCIAL SERVICES INC.;
EAST VIDEO OF
WOODBRIDGE INC.;
WATCHUNG SURGICAL AS-
SOCIATES; CITY OF ELIZA-
BETH DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the
court by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh,
Mintz, Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Profes-
sional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff,
and it appearing that default has been
entered against the defendants, RICH-
ARD A. GONZALEZ and PATRICIA E.
GONZALEZ his wife; STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA; MARINA ASSOCIATES, A NEW
JERSEY GENERAL PARTNERSHIP D/
B/A HARRAH’S MARINA HOTEL CA-
SINO; SUMMIT MORTGAGE COMPANY
n/k/a BANK OF AMERICA; RAQUEL
PORRATA; ALEXANDRA MELENDEZ;
GREENWOOD TRUST COMPANY;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; FORD MO-
TOR CREDIT COMPANY; JOSHUA
NABOZNY; NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.; EAST VIDEO OF
WOODBRIDGE INC.; WATCHUNG SUR-
GICAL ASSOCIATES; that the defendant,
CITY OF ELIZABETH, filed a Contesting
Answer, which was resolved by Consent
Order Resolving Dispute Relating to Demo-
lition Lien dated March 15, 2006; that

plaintiff has produced before this court tax
sale certificate:

(a) #5136, certified to be a true copy,
which certificate is dated April 6, 1998, and
is of record in the Union County Clerk’s
Office on April 15, 1998, in Book 6632 of
Mortgages, page 83, which covers Block 2,
Lot 608 W02 (on tax search)(Lot 608 on tax
sale Certificate) in the City of Elizabeth.

(b) #005699, certified to be a true
copy, which certificate is dated June 11,
1999, and is of record in the Union County
Clerk’s Office on August 11, 1999, in Book
7341 of Mortgages, page 271, which cov-
ers Block 2, Lot 608 W02 (on tax
search)(Lot 608 on tax sale Certificate) in
the City of Elizabeth.  By assignment dated
December 28, 2000, said tax sale certifi-
cate was assigned to plaintiff, which as-
signment was recorded in the Union County
Clerk’s Office on June 27, 2001, in book
1238 of assignments, page 289.

Said certificates, and its assignment,
have been marked Exhibit P-1 on the part
of the plaintiff.  More than two years have
elapsed since the sale of said lands by the
City of Elizabeth, and the lands have not
been redeemed from the tax sale;  that
plaintiff has produced before this court its
Certification showing that there is due on
said tax sale certificate, together with sub-
sequent taxes and interest, the sum of:

(a) $  206.29, and
(b) $2,827.57
 as of June 15, 2006; and
IT IS on this 20th day of July, 2006,

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of:

(a) $  206.29, and
(b) $2,827.57,
which includes the amount due on said

tax sale certificate, subsequent taxes and
interest as of June 15, 2006, together with
costs duly taxed in the sum of $1,713.61.
In addition, the tax collector will add any
additional interest, additional taxes and/or
penalties that may become due and owing
as of the date that redemption occurs.  An
exact redemption amount must be ob-
tained from the municipal tax collector;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 5th
day of September, 2006, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of
the Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth,
50 Winfield Scott Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey 07201, be and the same is hereby

fixed as the time and place for the redemp-
tion of the said lands as described in the
complaint and making up the premises
concerning which the complaint is filed,
and that thereupon the defendant who
redeems shall be entitled to the certificate
of tax sale duly endorsed for cancellation;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible inter-
est of inheritance in fee simple, to said
lands and premises. Anything to the con-
trary notwithstanding, redemption shall be
permitted up until the entry of final judg-
ment including the whole of the last date
upon which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not
known, a copy of this Order or Notice
thereof directed to such defendants shall
be published in The Westfield Leader, a
newspaper circulating in Union County, at
least one time, not less than ten days prior
to the date fixed for redemption by this
Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them
such a copy or notice not later than ten
days prior to the date fixed for redemption
of the lands and premises by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Elizabeth, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth cer-
tify to this Court whether the premises
were or were not redeemed from the
plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in accordance
with the terms of this Order.

NEIL H. SHUSTER, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R: 1:34-6 OFFICE OF FORECLOSURE
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 8/3/06, The Leader Fee: $145.86

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on May
24, 2006 granted approval for a lot width,
side yard and structural coverage vari-
ances for a new home construction to Mr.
& Mrs. Rocco Paternostro, for property 68
La Grande Avenue, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey being Block 81, Lot 47.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. & Mrs. Rocco Paternostro
8 Louis Court

Edison, New Jersey 08820
1 T - 8/3/06, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
proposals will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
County of Union, New Jersey, for Lease
Purchase Financing.

The official bid opening will be held at
the Business Administrators Office of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, on
August 15, 2006 at 2:00 pm prevailing
time, and will be opened and read imme-
diately thereafter.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of the Public Schools Con-
tracts Law, N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-1, et seq.,
P.L. 1975, C. 127 (N.J.A.C. 17:27) and
with all other Federal Laws and New Jer-
sey Statutes not specified herein.

Bid Specifications can be obtained by
contacting The Apris Group, Ltd., (908)
713-0900.  Bids must be on the proposal
form and in the manner designated in the
bid specifications.  No bid may be with-
drawn for a period ending thirty (30) days
after the bid opening. Faxed bids will not
be accepted.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to waive any informality in
the bidding if it is in the best interest of the
Board of Education to do so.

By Order of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education

Mr. Anthony Del Sordi, SBA/BS
1 T - 8/3/06, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on July
26, 2006 granted two variances to Mr.
Galakis to expand an existing single-fam-
ily home on property located at 150 North
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey being
Block 51, Lot 22.01.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Nicholoas S. Galakis
150 North Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 8/3/06, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR FINAL MAJOR SUBDIVISION

APPROVAL

In compliance with the New Jersey Mu-
nicipal Land Use Law, the land use ordi-
nances of the Town of Westfield, and the
rules and regulations of the Town’s Plan-
ning Board, NOTICE is hereby given that
the Westfield Planning Board will conduct
a PUBLIC HEARING as follows:

1.  Applicant: Needle Point Homes, LLC
2.  Property: 1346 Overhill Street,

Westfield, New Jersey 07090, Block 101,
Lot 57

3.  Zone: RS-8
4.  Date of Hearing: Thursday, August

17, 2006
5.  Time of Hearing: 8:00 P.M.
6.  Place of Hearing: Westfield Municipal

Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

7.  Application: Final Major Subdivision
for 3 lots with Bulk Variances for lot depth
and design waivers as to the road

8.  Bulk Variance: Article 11, The Land
Use Ordinance of the Town of Westfield

Ordinance: Section 11.08E.4, Cat-
egory: Lot Depth, Permitted/Required:
120 feet, Proposed: 98.27 feet, 97.03
feet, 96.43 feet.

9.  Design Waivers from Town Ordi-
nance and R.S.I.S.

Ordinance: Section 10.04F, Category:
Lot Access/Row Width, Required: 40 feet,
Proposed: 30 feet.

Ordinance: Section 10.05B.1, Cat-
egory: Paved Width, Required: 28 feet,
Proposed: 20 feet.

Ordinance: Section 10.05B.1, Cat-
egory: Sidewalk, Required: one side,
Proposed: none.

Ordinance: Section 10.05F.2, Cat-
egory: Cul-de-Sac radius, Required: 40
feet, Proposed: 0 feet.

An Application dated April 3, 2006 was
filed by the Applicants, as well as an
Amended Application dated July 14, 2006.

Waivers or exceptions will be sought for
certain site plan details which are set forth
on the Application and such other site plan
details or relief as may be appropriate.

A copy of the application and docu-
ments are on file in the Administration
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, and may be inspected during nor-
mal business hours (8:30 A.M. to 4:30
P.M.) by all interested parties at least 10
days prior to the hearing. In accordance
with the Americans With Disabilities Act,
any person that might require special needs
should be in contact with the Planning
Board office during normal business hours
so that their needs may be addressed
(visually or hearing impaired, wheelchair
bound, etc.)

LEIB, KRAUS, GRISPIN & ROTH
Attorneys for Applicants

1 T - 8/3/06, The Leader Fee: $59.16

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sometimes it takes a disappointing
album to make you appreciate a great
one. Longtime ska force Less Than
Jake recently released “In With the Out
Crowd,” an album that, regrettably, finds
them abandoning their horn-driven ska-
punk for a more radio-friendly pop-
punk sound. Hearing a band that for
more than a decade has delivered
unique, quality ska-punk put its fantas-
tic horn duo on the bench for the major-
ity of a largely unimpressive album that
could have been made by just about
anyone is, quite frankly, depressing.

LTJ’s excellent back catalogue is a
story for another time. For now,
Streetlight Manifesto’s 2003 rocker
“Everything Goes Numb” is my an-
swer to the question: “what’s the last
really great ska album that came out?”

A supergroup of seasoned veterans of
the New Jersey ska scene, Streetlight
Manifesto is a composite of former mem-
bers of ska bands Catch 22 and One Cool
Guy. Powerhouse songwriter Tomas
Kalnoky, former Catch 22 frontman,
leads Streetlight and infuses the band’s
music with his signature storytelling and
amped-up vocal melodies.

“Everything Goes Numb” is a wild
ride. Kalnoky unleashes some of his
best work, and the blending of a
skilled, exciting group of musicians
generates new sounds and varied aes-
thetics at every turn.

One of the most refreshing elements
of “Everything Goes Numb” is the
musicianship that the band members
constantly exhibit. Not only do the
horns get their place in the sun, they
revel in it with solo melodies and
harmonies that draw on styles from
jazz to classical. On “If and When We
Rise Again,” they build an instrumen-
tal break around the melody of
Johannes Brahms’ Hungarian Dance
No. 5 in g minor, and elsewhere, they
channel the spirit of everything from

royal trumpet calls to all-out ska ex-
plosions.

“Point/Counterpoint” has to be one of
the greatest ska songs ever. The musical
and lyrical answer to the title track to
Catch 22’s “Keasby Nights,” the song
grows from a single vocal melody into a
wild romp that is ridiculously fun to sing
along to with the volume at full blast.

Other highlights include the frantic
excitement of album-opener “Every-
thing Went Numb” and the barroom-
sing-along-meets-ska chorus of “We
Are the Few.”

In between songs about heists and
“loser anthems,” Streetlight Manifesto
visits and revisits the theme of suicide. It’s
rather obvious that the issue hits close to
home; on multiple tracks, Kalnoky
wrestles with trying to understand why
someone would take his own life and tries
to save others from choosing that path.

In “A Better Place, A Better Time,”
he sings: “someday you will say ‘that’s
it, that’s all’/but I’ll be waiting there
with open arms to break your fall/I
know that you think that you are on
your own/But just know that I am
here, and I’ll lead you home.”

Streetlight revamps “Here’s To Life,”
a song Kalnoky first recorded with his
side project, Bandits of the Acoustic
Revolution. Kalnoky calls out to
Camus, Hemingway, Salinger and Van
Gogh, lamenting their choices to end
their lives and singing that even when
life is hard, “I can’t help agreeing with
those who would not quit.”

The album is not without its flaws,
but there is little to complain about.
Some of the melodies are a bit flimsy,
but the music moves quickly and al-
most every song moves through mul-
tiple melodic ideas, so weaker themes
are soon forgotten. Essentially, “Ev-
erything Goes Numb” has everything
a great ska album should – upbeat
melodies, wicked vocal lines and (the
key ingredient) able horn players with
prominent playing time.

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
Streetlight Brings the Ska

More Than 200 Gather
At Echo Lake for Amethyst

By CHRISSY HAMWAY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Wednes-
day, July 27, 80’s cover band Am-
ethyst performed a free concert in
Echo Lake Park as part of the Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series.

A crowd of more than 200 Union
County residents and families gath-
ered in the park to hear Amethyst
perform for the first time in the festi-
val.

Lead singer Peter Amadeo de-
scribed Amethyst’s music as “soulful
simmering sounds of the 80’s.”

The group, which performs regu-
larly throughout central New Jersey,
began in high school and reunited
two decades later to play “a variety of
80’s music, including Billy Idol,
Prince and a slew of one-hit won-
ders,” according to a program distrib-
uted at the concert.

Amethyst entertained the crowd
with 80’s hits such as Rick
Springfield’s “Jessie’s Girl” and
Bryan Adams’ “Summer of ’69.”

Refreshments were available
from Famous Dave’s Barbeque and
the Good Humor ice cream truck.
The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and Department
of Parks, Recreation and Facilities

also had tables set up with infor-
mation and representatives. Also
at the concert were representatives
from the Union County Clerk’s
Office.

This is the 46th year that the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Facilities have held live
music performances.

“We’re out here giving back to the
community; people can come and
enjoy the music and have some fun,”
Chairman of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders Al Mirabella
told The Leader and Times.


