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Local Autism Group
Kicks Off Walk Fundraising

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Members of the
North/Central New Jersey Chapter of
Autism Speaks gathered for brunch
on July 29 at The Westwood in
Garwood. The brunch kicked off the
fundraising campaign for the 2006
Walk for Autism Research, which
will take place on October 15 at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Autism Speaks is an organization
led by Bob Wright, chief executive
officer of the NBC television network,
and his wife, Suzanne. The group re-
ceived media attention after being part
of an assignment for contestants on
NBC’s “The Apprentice.” Autism
Speaks advocates for the allocation of
more funding for autism research.

According to statistics presented at
the brunch, one out of every 166 chil-
dren is diagnosed with autism, yet
research receives less than 1 percent of
the National Institutes of Health Funds’
annual $29 billion budget.

Autism Speaks joined forces with
the National Alliance for Autism Re-
search (NAAR), another leading ad-
vocacy organization, in February
2006. Together, the two groups have
successfully raised millions of dol-
lars for autism research and will con-
tinue to do so through the fundraising
efforts of local chapter members.

There are 50 communities nation-
wide who participate in the Walk for
Autism Research, along with two in-
ternational chapters.

The Saturday morning brunch be-
gan with a welcome from Chapter
Co-Chairs Maria Palermo and Jenni-
fer Love, both local residents and
parents of autistic children. Each
woman addressed the audience about
why they walk and fundraise. “These
are our children and they’re beauti-
ful. We do what we’re doing for them,”
Ms. Palermo said.

Ms. Love presented a homemade
video montage with pictures of local
children with autism, including the
children of many people present at
the brunch. The presentation also in-
cluded pictures from last year’s walk,
at which teams of friends and family

members walked in support of their
loved ones affected by autism.

To correspond with the brunch’s
“Faces of Autism” theme, each table
had a centerpiece with photographs of
local faces of Autism, and their art-
work was displayed around the room.

For more information on the Walk
for Autism Research, please visit
www.autismspeaks.org.
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AUTISM SPEAKS...Chapter Co-Chair Maria Palermo addresses the audience at
Autism Speaks’ fundraising kick off brunch. The Walk for Autism Research will
be held on Sunday, October 15 at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Rail Coalition Discusses and
Reviews Express Tunnel

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — ARC Project Di-
rector Tom Schulze and Director of
Public Outreach and Coordination for
the project Alan Weinberg presented
their plans for constructing the Trans-
Hudson Express Tunnel at the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) meet-
ing on Monday morning at the
Westfield Municipal Building.

What would be one of the largest
transportation projects in the New
York metro area, the Trans-Hudson
Express Tunnel would make room
for an NJ Transit train to travel from
New Jersey to New York City without
needing to transfer in Newark. Three
NJ Transit lines currently require a
transfer in Newark, including the
Raritan Valley Line which serves
Westfield, Garwood and Fanwood.
The proposed plan would cost $7.2
billion and would begin in 2009 with
an expected completion date of 2016.

Mr. Schulze and Mr. Weinberg said
that the population west of the Hudson
River is projected to grow by 72 percent
over the next 25 years and that in order
to avoid a transportation crisis, the
metropolitan area must continue to push
for the Trans-Hudson Express Tunnel.

“We need to prepare now for 400,000
new jobs in New York City,” Mr.
Weinberg said. “One track in and out
is not enough. We need to take advan-
tage of what mass transit means.”

He said that New York’s Penn Sta-
tion is working at maximum capacity
and requires a new 34th-Street station
that will connect to the current station.

“We need to be able to run more
trains into Penn Station,” he said.

The coalition, as well as Mr.
Schulze and Mr. Weinberg, said they
believe that it is crucial to get the
plans for the new tunnel approved
within the next year while govern-
mental support is still high. All four
senators in New York and New Jersey
support the express tunnel, as do
Governors Jon Corzine and George
Pataki and Mayor Mike Bloomberg.

“The most important thing is that it
has taken years to get political support
to get everyone on board,” said Peter
Palmer, RVRC chairman. “I am afraid
to lose the political momentum.”

While the governments approve the
tunnel project, the same cannot be
said for the new deep Penn Station.

According to Mr. Schulze and Mr.
Weinberg, one of the most vocal
groups against the deep station is the
National Association of Rail Passen-
gers. The association supports the
tunnel project but wants to see the
deep station re-engineered.

Mr. Palmer said these anxieties
most likely relate to fears in a post-9/
11 world. The further underground
the station is, the longer it would take
to evacuate it in an emergency.

“We will try and keep it [the tun-
nel] as close to the surface as pos-
sible,” Mr. Schulze said.

Former Westfield mayor Tom Jardim
represented Westfield and called the
creation of an express tunnel into New
York City “the single most important
issue to any commuter.”

“Westfield is the largest commuter
town on the Raritan Valley Line. I
have been fighting for a one seat ride
for a long time and it is dissatisfying
to see how long it will take,” he said.

Kean Talks about U.S.
Dependency on Foreign Oil

MOUNTAINSIDE – Republican
United States Senate candidate Tom
Kean Jr. issued the following state-
ment last week on the proposal in the
Senate to permit off-shore drilling in
the Gulf of Mexico:

“Today, the U.S. Senate began de-
bate on a proposal offered by Senator
Landrieu of Louisiana to permit off-
shore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico.
I have serious concerns about this
legislation.

“While greater revenue sharing for
oil-producing states and protections
for Florida may sound promising to
some, it sounds like a pay-off to me.
Our natural resources and coastal pro-
tections should not be up for sale to
the special interests – their protection
is critical to the economic and envi-
ronmental success of our state.

“I am concerned that our current
representation in the U.S. Senate, as
they’ve proven time and again, will
not be capable of ensuring the neces-
sary protections for New Jersey, and
I urge our Congressional delegation
to unite in opposition to any legisla-
tion that would undermine current
protections.

“The Senate bill also opens federally
protected waters to the will of the states.
Whether it be water pollution from
dumping or air pollution from factories
on the other side of Appalachia, New
Jersey has too often bore the brunt of
bad decisions in other states. The im-
pact of an off-shore oil spill in a neigh-
boring state would likely become a
regional crisis and a national problem.

“Let’s be clear, this measure will
do nothing to reduce the price of
gasoline today or tomorrow. Unlike
President Bush, I don’t believe we
need to drill our way to energy inde-
pendence. I believe the United States
has the technology, resources and in-
novative spirit to make energy inde-
pendence a reality – we just need the
will and the leadership to do it in a
manner that meets the needs of both
industry and the environment.

“As a nation, we need to stop taking
checker-board approaches to our na-
tional energy needs. While it will be a
long time before our nation will no
longer rely on traditional sources of
energy, we need to enact legislation that
embraces a comprehensive approach
to creating energy independence. By
promoting policies that advance the
use of new technologies and alternative
fuel sources, we can begin to move
away from traditional energy sources.
By passing measures that offer greater
incentives for consumers to purchase
energy-saving products, we can ensure
the market demand necessary to create
competition and innovation for energy
efficient products and services.

“With oil and gas companies re-
cording $30-billion-dollar record prof-
its while consumers pay record prices
at the pump, this legislation represents
a step in the wrong direction.

“As the next U.S. Senator from
New Jersey, I will fight these types of
failed policies and work to bring true,
comprehensive energy reform to the
citizens of this great nation.”

Four UC Districts Look
To Consolidate Spending

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Four Union County school
districts, Garwood, Mountainside,
Winfield Park and Kenilworth are
looking into consolidating expendi-
tures for the upcoming school year.
These districts are classified as “small
school districts” due to the average
enrollment of less than 100 students
per grade.

The New Jersey Association of
School Administrators (NJASA)
sponsors a committee for small school
districts in the state, which has been
chaired by Kenilworth Superinten-
dent of Schools Lloyd Leschuk for
more than 10 years.

“It’s kind of a passion I have,” Mr.
Leschuk said, referring to his dedica-
tion to small school districts state-
wide.

He said he was inspired to lend a
helping hand to his fellow small school
districts because he was treated kindly
when he became Kenilworth’s super-
intendent 15 years ago. “There’s a real
spirit in Union County,” he said.

Mr. Leschuk organized a meeting
with Garwood Superintendent of

Schools Wilfred Murphy, Winfield
Park Superintendent Alice D’Ambola
and Mountainside Chief School Ad-
ministrator Richard O’Malley to dis-
cuss a possible consortium.

“I thought the meeting was very
productive,” Mr. O’Malley said. The
administrators discussed common
monetary difficulties including ad-
vertisement placement, teacher train-
ing and the hiring of personnel.

According to Mr. Leschuk, each
advertisement placed in The Star-Led-
ger to post jobs in a school district
costs around $1,000. The districts
have also found difficulties hiring
part-time occupational and speech
therapists. Through a consortium,
whether informal or formal, these
schools will be able to place joint ads
and hire full-time staff members who
will divide their hours between the
school districts, officials said.

Mr. Leschuk referenced the Mor-
ris-Union Jointure as an example of a
way area school districts are becom-
ing more cost efficient. The Jointure
was created to cut back costs in spe-
cial education for area school dis-
tricts. Schools involved are able to
send special needs students to public
programs, such as the Developmen-
tal Learning Center in New Provi-
dence and Union, which cost less
than some of the private programs.

Mr. D’Ambola said she likes the
size of the Winfield Park district (ap-
proximately 125 students total) be-
cause it is “very individualized – no-
body falls between the cracks.”

Mr. Leschuk evaluated various stan-
dardized test scores from this past
spring and will publish a study for the
NJASA journal proving that small
school districts usually out-perform
other districts in New Jersey.

The superintendents will meet again
at the beginning of August to actively
discuss a consortium. “I’m looking
forward to the next meeting,” Mr.
Leschuk said.

Community Brainstorms
Elizabeth River Trail Ideas

ELIZABETH – Twenty-five people
met recently at the YMCA’s Sierra
Gardens to discuss ideas regarding the
building of the Elizabeth River Trail, a
non-motorized bicycle and pedestrian
trail to link areas within the city.

The Groundwork Elizabeth project
has been in the works since 2003. It is
earmarked to receive $400,000 in
2006 from the federal government to
design and build the trail.

Last December Union County,
through the Open Space Recreational
and Historic Trust fund, pledged
$500,000 to pursue interconnecting
trails within the county park system.
The State of N.J. Green Acres Pro-
gram is considering another $500,000
for the county trails this year.

Emad Abou-Sabe of HACBM Ar-
chitects, Engineers, Planners, LLC,
and Russell Di Nardo, also of
HACBM, directed the two-hour fo-
cus group. “This design charette has

been put together to compile creative
ideas with which to incorporate into a
composite design,” said Abou-Sabe
“No idea should be dismissed.”

Dave Strochak, executive director
of the Elizabeth Avenue Partnership
(EAP) Special Improvement Districts,
said, “From the perspective of the EAP,
the River Trail will positively impact
the Elizabeth Avenue business com-
munity with hundreds of new visitors
to the area.” Janice de Avila and
Michael LoBrace represent the His-
toric Midtown SID and agreed.

After input from the meeting is in-
corporated into a composite design,
fine-tuning will be made to the general
design and the project will be sent to
bid. A 2007 groundbreaking is expected.

Interested parties are directed to
call Groundwork Elizabeth at (908)
289-0262 or e-mail Executive Direc-
tor Jonathan Phillips at groundwork-
elizabeth@groundworkusa.net.

Ferguson to Announce
Funding for CSH

MOUNTAINSIDE – Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence)
and Amy Mansue, president and chief
executive officer of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside,
will discuss how federal funding will
be used for the hospital’s renovation
plans during a scheduled press con-
ference this afternoon at the hospital.

Mr. Ferguson will announce that
federal funding has been secured for
renovations and improvements for the
hospital’s long-term facility. These
renovations will affect the patients,
their families, the hospital adminis-
tration and the staff.

Children’s Specialized Hospital is
located at 150 New Providence Road
in Mountainside. Parking for the press
conference will be available in the
hospital’s visitors’ lot.


