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SP-F BOE Sends off Choye, Selects
Hayes as New School Superintendent

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Described by
board president Thomas Russo as “the
cream of the crop,” Assistant Superin-
tendent for Curriculum and Instruction
Margaret Hayes was announced as the
new superintendent for the district at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) meeting last Thurs-
day evening, July 27.

Ms. Hayes’ appointment includes
a starting salary of $175,000 per year,
begins September 1 and extends
through June 30, 2011.

The board passed multiple con-
tracts with the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission
(UCESC), discussed the proposed ice
hockey team, discussed the high-
school synthetic turf field possibility
and reviewed School One field main-
tenance and upgrade issues. The board
noted that retroactive paychecks
would be issued for teachers, secre-
taries and paraprofessionals under the
recently enacted union contract.

Mr. Russo paid tribute to outgoing
Superintendent Carol Choye, who
served as superintendent for 13 years
and “did an incredible job” during
her tenure.

“Dr. Choye has been a good friend
to all of us – the staff and, most
importantly, the kids,” Mr. Russo said.

Former board president Linda Nelson
said, “Unique to many superintendents,
Carol is one who always lets her staff
shine. We have been very blessed to
have Carol serve us for 13 years.”

Board member Donald Parisi said,
“Every single time I heard you speak,
I can’t ever remember an occasion
when you spoke about you. You never

did that.”
The board moved to name the high-

school media center in her name and
will hold a ceremony in September.

“I want to thank all of you. It’s really
embarrassing to take credit for who
you are and what you have done. These
years have been a dream for any super-
intendent,” Ms. Choye said. “This bus,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood commu-
nity, is going in the right direction.”

Mr. Russo then announced the
unanimous appointment of Ms. Hayes
as the new superintendent. He said
that the board received 25 resumes
from people within the district, all
over New Jersey and as far as Tennes-
see and Kentucky.

“We know her (Ms. Hayes’) work
ethic; she is almost always the last
person to leave the building,” he said.

Upon the announcement of her
nomination, Ms. Hayes said, “I would
not be able to be in this position with-

out the coaching of Dr. Choye. She
assured me I would be making the
right decision to come here (four years
ago). I hope that I am able to accom-
plish half of what you have, Carol.”

In other business, the board hon-
ored Anthony DelSordi, board secre-
tary and business administrator, with
a plaque for his latest achievement –
being president of the New Jersey
Association of School Administra-
tors.

The board passed multiple con-
tracts with the UCESC, most of which
involved “non-public school fund-
ing.” The items under this motion
were non-public school nursing ser-
vices, auxiliary and handicapped ser-
vices for students who attend non-
public schools, non-public technol-
ogy program, professional services
for child study teams and the IDEA-
B funds (non-public school Individual
with Disabilities Education Act – B
Initiative).

Trip Whitehouse, vice president of
the board, voted against each of the
UCESC contract proposals. Sasha
Slocum voted against one item – the
non-public technology program. All
other members of the board voted in
favor of the contracts with the
UCESC, and the motion passed.

Ms. Nelson said that voting against
this motion would not solve the prob-
lem of non-public school funding.
She recommended that board mem-
bers take up their grievances with this
funding “through other channels.”

She said that voting ‘no’ would
make it more difficult for the district
to receive funding from the state.

The board also heard issues relat-
ing to funding for the ice hockey
team. Nancy Bauer, who has been an
advocate for the district hockey team,
appealed to the board for the funding
of a coach for the fall 2006 season. “I
ask you to consider on the basis of
fairness. There is funding available
for a freshman soccer team.”

Ms. Bauer also said that she hopes
that ice hockey is not a “pay to play”
sport program in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Russo said that when the
board approved freshman soccer, it
was an expansion of a pre-existing
program, not a new program. “Soc-
cer has been in the district for 50
years,” he said.

As a result of Ms. Bauer’s com-
ments, board member Betty Woerner
asked the board to revisit the extra-
curricular program policy. “I would
like the policy committee to clarify
the language,” she said.

The board discussed the School
One field and the possible installa-
tion of a new high-school turf field.
Mr. DelSordi attended a non-public
meeting on Monday night with vari-
ous athletic groups to discuss better
ways to maintain and upgrade all of
the district’s fields.

Should the high-school turf field
plan be approved, it will require the
district to submit a bond to the public
for funding. The proposal includes
the installation of a turf football field,
a new track and a varsity soccer field.

The next board meeting will be
August 31.

Superintendent Margaret Hayes

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BE ON THE WATCH…Panettone’s Deli in Fanwood, along with other stores
in the downtown district, recently received counterfeit $10 and $5 bills. Pictured
above is Panettone’s store employee James Andino holding an authentic $10 bill.
The police have sent out warnings to all local businesses about the counterfeit
bills.

Planning Bd. Denies Request
For Re-vote on Development

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
planning and zoning board of ad-
justment has denied a request by
Fanwood developer and attorney
Robert Kraus to reconsider their de-
nial of his application for a two-
building development on South Av-
enue.

The board denied the application
on June 28 submitted by Fanwood
Plaza Partners, of which Mr. Kraus
is a principal co-owner,  for a branch
of the Town Bank and Goddard Pre-
school at 314-328 South Avenue af-
ter the borough’s fire department
issued its recommendation that the
plans put the buildings too far from
the street to permit fire-truck access
to the roof.

The board voted 4-2 in favor, but
the application was denied because it
contained a use variance, which re-
quires a majority-plus-one vote or
five votes for approval.

Mr. Kraus submitted a letter to the
board dated July 25 informing the
board that he planned to appeal the
decision in court. He wrote in his
letter that the judge would most likely
remand the matter back to the board
to attempt to resolve the matter,

which is what he was requesting. By
granting him reconsideration and a
revote, both parties could avoid
costly legal fees, Mr. Kraus’ letter
stated.

Mr. Kraus requested that the board
vote separately on the variance re-
quest and the site plan. By splitting
the issues, the site plan would only
need a simple majority vote for ap-
proval. Mr. Kraus told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he was
“confident” that he and the fire de-
partment could work out a plan that
would satisfy their fire-safety rec-
ommendations without having to
move the buildings closer to the
street, which board members found
objectionable.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings told The Times that Board
Attorney Clifford Kuhn informed the
board that a revote would not be legal.
He said that Mr. Kraus would either
have to submit a new application or
appeal the board’s decision in court.
If a judge remanded the case back to
the board, then they could reconsider
and revote, he said.

In other business, the board voted
to deny an application submitted by
Fanwood resident Alex Segal for reno-

Legislature Takes on Prop. Taxes;
Scutari to Co-Chair Pension Panel

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON – The state legislature
acted last Friday to approve legisla-
tion to dedicate half of the state’s
sales tax for property tax relief. In
addition, the legislature approved bills
to create four joint committees to
look at reforming public school fund-
ing, public employee benefits, gov-
ernment consolidation and shared
services, along with a citizens prop-
erty tax constitutional convention.

Lawmakers approved a bill to use
50 percent of revenue generated from
the state sales tax, which will now be
7 percent, for property tax relief and
to put a referendum on the November
ballot making this change permanent.
The Office of Legislative Services, a
non-partisan arm of state government
that reviews legislation, estimates that
$625 million would be generated in
fiscal year 2007, $650 million in 2008
and $675 million in 2009.

In a speech to the legislature, Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine presented his “blue-
print” for reforming New Jersey’s
property tax system. “The total prop-
erty tax levy today is $20 billion.
Without action, it will double to nearly
$40 billion within a decade,” he said.

The governor has proposed the cre-
ation of a $1.6-billion credit program
to lower taxes for senior citizens and
middle-class families and to double
the credit to tenants. He also has
proposed capping the property tax at
4 percent.

The governor said he wants to elimi-
nate loopholes “that allow profes-
sional service providers, political
appointees and people who barely
work to enjoy the benefits of a system
intended for career public employ-
ees.” He noted that he wants to end
the practice of “padding” pensions.

Governor Corzine also favors us-

ing $250 million from the sales tax
“to create an unprecedented
reengineering fund” as an incentive
for schools and local governments to
share services and reduce costs. He
encouraged counties, towns and
school districts to offer more regional
services. Governor Corzine also pro-
posed giving local governments the
opportunity to “raise new revenues,
including the right to impose impact
fees.”

The governor also favors creating a
state comptroller position to review
financial activities “of all governmen-
tal units and authorities.”

Senate President and former Gov-
ernor Richard Codey said Governor
Corzine “didn’t sugar-coat the situa-
tion” and gave a “realistic address”
on his proposed reforms.

Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), who represents Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, was named Monday to
co-chair the joint committee on pub-
lic employee pension benefits reform
with Assemblywoman Nellie Pou
(Passaic).

“It’s an honor. I’m a freshman (in
the Legislature) and they named me
chairman of a major committee,” Mr.
Scutari said when reached Monday
night for comment.

He promised an open discussion
on pensions by his committee. “We
need a system that is fair to public
employees and taxpayers,” he said.
He added that the panel would review
which benefit programs are “offered,
mandated and required” and then
develop a plan that will result in a
“reduction of these costs.”

“We don’t have a (property) tax
problem, we have a spending prob-
lem,” he said, saying that state and
local governments spend too much
money. “We have to contain costs,”
he said.

In a prepared statement released by
Senate Democrats, he said that the
state needs to “reduce a skyrocketing
liability that hampers all levels of
governments’ ability to plan prudently
and eliminate the long-term mort-
gage on our future.”

Serving with Mr. Scutari and Ms.
Pou on the pension reform panel are
Democrats Senator Ronald Rice
(Essex) and Assemblyman Thomas
Giblin (D-Essex) and Republicans
Senator William Gormley (Atlantic)
and Assemblyman Kevin O’Toole
(Essex).

Other committees formed are:
Consolidation – Democrats, co-

chairs, Senator Bob Smith
(Middlesex) and Assemblyman John
Wisniewski (Middlesex), Senator
Ellen Karcher (Monmouth), Assem-
blyman Robert Gordon (Bergen) and
Republicans, Senator Joseph Kyrillos
(Monmouth) and Assemblyman Jo-
seph Malone (Burlington).

Joint Committee on Public School
Funding Reform – Democrats, co-
chairs, Senator John Adler (Camden)
and Assemblyman Herbert Conaway
(Burlington), Senators Joseph Doria,
Jr. (Hudson) and Assemblymen Brian
Stack (Hudson) and Republicans,
Gerald Cardinale (Bergen) and David
Wolfe (Ocean).

Joint Committee on Constitutional
Reform and Citizens Property Tax
Convention – co-chairs, Democrats,
Senate Majority Leader Bernard
Kenny, Jr. (Hudson) and Assembly-
man John Burzichelli (Gloucester),
Senators Fred Madden, Jr.
(Gloucester) and Assemblyman Louis
Manzo (Hudson) and Republicans,
Senate Minority Leader Leonard
Lance (Hunterdon) and Richard
Merkt (Morris).

The joint legislative committees
will hold their opening sessions as
follows: Citizens Convention panel,
tomorrow, Friday, August 4, at noon;
Consolidation, Tuesday, August 8, at
10 a.m.; Public Pensions, Wednes-
day, August 9, at 10 a.m.; School
Funding, Thursday, August 10, at 10
a.m.

The committees are charged with
filing reports by November. Gover-
nor Corzine said if lawmakers fail to
“achieve sustainable relief and re-
form” by January 1, he will call for “a
citizens’ constitutional convention”
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Fanwood Receives Aid, Set
To Adopt Budget Tuesday

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — After receiving
$350,000 from New Jersey’s $25
million Extraordinary Municipal Aid
Program (EMAP) last Thursday, the
Fanwood Borough Council approved
the 2006 municipal budget Tuesday
night.

The $7.7 million budget was origi-
nally proposed on March 22, but ap-
proval of the budget was put on hold
awaiting official word concerning the
amount of additional aid the borough
would receive from the state.

“Approval of the budget may have
been delayed, but an extra $350,000
will help with the cost of property
taxes and services that are a burden to
taxpayers,” Mayor Colleen Mahr said.

Fanwood is one of three towns in
Union County awarded extraordinary
aid this year from the state. Roselle
Park and Kenilworth will each re-
ceive $100,000. New Jersey’s Ex-
traordinary Municipal Aid Program
granted Fanwood $250,000 toward
the budget two years ago, officials
said.

“We put in a very good application
and worked hard to get our hands in
all the pots to keep our revenues high,”
Mayor Mahr said.

Because the borough cannot col-
lect taxes without having an approved
budget, residents’ August tax pay-
ments have been put on hold. To con-
tinue covering borough payroll ex-
penses and a temporary emergency
appropriation, the council approved
on an anticipation note of $1.4 mil-
lion. The borough will amend second
quarter bills to reflect the state aid,
officials said.

A public hearing and final adop-
tion of the budget will be held at the
regular meeting on Tuesday, August

8 at 7:30 p.m.
The council also addressed park-

ing issues around school times.
Fanwood Police Lieutenant Richard
Trigo appeared before the council to
discuss parking and traffic problems
the police department is having con-
cerning parents with cars dropping
and picking up children from school.

“It is very frustrating to people
who live in the area,” Mr. Trigo said.

The police department is propos-
ing that there be no parking on Tren-
ton Avenue between Roosevelt and
Lincoln Avenues during school hours
and a half an hour before and after
school. This would allow fire trucks
access in case of emergency.

Mr. Trigo also proposed that park-
ing on the north side of Wilson Av-
enue be banned because residents
who live on the street are getting
blocked in by school traffic and
parked cars. He proposed a ‘no park-
ing, stopping or standing’ sign for
this area. He said the police depart-
ment also seeks to ban parking on
Hunter Avenue between Madison and
Midway Avenues on the left side of
the street to allow for fire trucks.
Currently, the traffic on that street is
“stop and go,” he said.

Tickets for parking illegally in that
area would range from $30 to $68.
“This is for the convenience of the
neighbors who have children getting
dropped off on their front lawns and
who are getting blocked in, but this is
also about children’s safety. Children
should not be getting dropped off on
the side of the street without a side-
walk,” Mr. Trigo said.

“Although I think this definitely is
a concern for the residents, what con-
cerns me is that the fire trucks have to
take precedence,” Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell said.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVING FORWARD...The Fanwood Borough Council discusses the borough’s
budget. It ultimately approved the budget at Tuesday night’s borough council
meeting after receiving state aid figures. The adoption vote is set for August 8.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT ON THE TOWN…Scotch Plains residents join the Police Department to celebrate “National Night Out” in the
Village Green.  The program advocates anti-crime awareness and was sponsored by DARE and the police department.


