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SHAPIRO RETIRES 9 OF 10, ANTONELLI STOPS RALLY

Blue Devils Plate 8 in Second
To Thump Tiger Nine, 13-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore pitcher Evan Shapiro
was called up from the JV’s and tossed
a three-inning no-hitter, retiring nine
of 10 batters as the Westfield High
School baseball team rolled to a 13-5
victory over Linden in Westfield on
April 12. The 3-2 Blue Devils have
won three straight since an opening
day loss to No. 9 Hillsborough and a
loss to No. 5 Cranford.

Shapiro got the first eight Tigers to
either ground out or fly out before he
yielded his only walk – on four pitches
to Jose Martinez. Joe Schurig took to
the mound in the fourth inning but ran
into trouble in the fifth inning when
the 2-5 Tigers scored all five of their
runs. Peter Antonelli relieved and re-
tired the next batter to close the inning,
then mixed his pitches well to toss two
scoreless innings, allowing just an in-
field single in the sixth and a grounder
over second in the seventh.

“With Tommy Ricciuti’s arm prob-
lem right now, we brought him up from
the JV’s because I think he’s got a great
deal of potential. He threw three very
strong innings but I didn’t want to go
too far with him,” Blue Devil Head

Coach Bob Brewster said of Shapiro.
“Joe had a rough outing. He wasn’t
locating his pitches well then Peter
came in and did a good job. Joe has
potential. He has a real live arm. We just
have to harness and get him to throw the
ball where he wants to.”

The Blue Devils inserted a little
“Billy Ball” in the second inning,
which caused the Tigers’ defensive
focusing to collapse. When the in-
ning ended, 12 Blue Devils had
stepped to the plate, six hits were
recorded, the Tigers committed five
errors and had one wild pitch, and
eight runs were scored.

Alex Zierler (3 runs scored, 1 single,
1 stolen base) got the ball rolling in
the inning by beating out a slightly
mishandled grounder to shortstop. Jay
Anderson (2-for-2, 2 RBI, 1 run
scored) ripped an RBI single, Justin
Olsen (2-for-3, 3 runs scored, RBI)
took a pitch on the arm and Dave
Kaplow laid down a bunt that caused
a throwing error and loaded the bases.
Jayshawn King ripped an RBI single
that was bungled by the leftfielder,
allowing another run to score then a
throw to third went out of play, allow-
ing Kaplow to score. King stole third.

Mike Diaz hit an RBI sacrifice fly
and Craig Ellis (3-for-4, RBI, run
scored) drilled a double. Mike Murray
(2-for-4, RBI, run scored) lined an
RBI single, Tom Ricciuti singled.
Murray scored on a wild pitch and
Anderson ripped his second RBI
single of the inning.

“That’s the way I was brought up
playing, a lot of bunting, running,
stealing. It’s a lost art in the game. We
work on it a lot so we figured let’s try
it a few times and see what we can do.
I think that’s what catapulted us in
that inning where we got a bunch of
runs,” said Brewster. “We were run-
ning. We were taking a few extra
bases here and there. You have to be
able to do that to win at bigger games.”

After Schurig tossed a scoreless in-
ning, the Tigers got the best of him with
five runs in the fifth on a two-run double
from Martinez and a bases-loaded
double from Brandon Czajkowski.

The Blue Devils got three of the
runs back in the bottom of the inning
on three hits, an RBI sac fly, an error
and a walk. Zierler and Olsen scored
in the sixth to make the score 13-5.
Linden 000 050 0 5
Westfield 080 032 x 13

BIALICK, BERNSTEIN, MATTES NET 3 GOALS APIECE

Blue Devils Control Midfield,
Pounce Peddie Lax Boys, 14-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lack of midfield dominance and
inability to penetrate opponents’ de-
fenses resulted in three losses for the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team this season. The tables were
turned, however, in a big way on
April 13 at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield when the No. 17 Blue Dev-
ils controlled every aspect of the game
to seize a 14-6 victory over the Peddie
Falcons.

The Blue Devils stepped up the
physical play, won 19 of 24 face-offs
and outdid the Falcons 38-18 in ground
balls. Unlike with their previous loss
even though they out-shot Pingry 40-
20, the 2-3 Blue Devils successfully

penetrated the Falcons’ defense, out-
shooting them 35-17, and got off a
higher quality of shots on goal.

“We had a talk that we weren’t get-
ting the job done. We weren’t going
hard enough in practice and it was
showing. We got it together. The last
two days we had really hard practices.
The guys were pushing each other and
it showed today,” said Blue Devils
Head Coach Gerry Benaquista. “Other
guys stepped up today. The guys who
were seconds stepped up and filled in
as starters and did a good job.”

Spreading the wealth, seven Blue
Devils flicked in goals. Middies Mike
Bialick (3 assists) and Chris Mattes,
along with attacker Harry Bernstein,
each netted three goals and Bryan
Nolan fired in two second-half goals.
Jeffrey Mysel, Luke Baran and J-R
Brockway scored one goal apiece.
Joe Simone, Tom Bottini and Ryan
Sharkey provided assists.

Mattes and Baran scored unassisted
goals and Bernstein, assisted by
Simone, added the third goal to give
the Blue Devils a 3-2 lead at the end
of the first quarter. Ron Walton and
Belai Lencho scored for Peddie.

The Blue Devils poured on a del-
uge of goals in the second quarter.
The first four came unassisted as
Bialick (twice), Mattes and Mysel
powered their way through the de-
fense. The Sharkey to Bialick combi-
nation netted the fifth goal. Bialick
assisted Bernstein with the next goal.
Mattes scored then, on a carbon copy
of the sixth goal, Bialick set up
Bernstein to give the Blue Devils an
11-3 lead at the half. Marcus Craig
scored the lone Peddie goal.

Midway through the third quarter
Nolan, assisted by Bottini, stuffed the
net then Falcon Sam Meyer answered
with a goal. In the fourth quarter,
Nolan scored again then Lencho and
Walton, respectively, added their sec-
ond goals. Brockway, assisted by
Bialick, scored the final goal.

“We had our inside game working.
We were finding the open man. We
weren’t being selfish. We were play-
ing good team lacrosse,” commented
Benaquista. “We don’t have any one
guy who leads us. We have a team that
leads us.”
Peddie 2 1 1 2 6
Westfield 3 8 1 2 14

Softball Vikings Stop
Roselle Catholic, 8-4
The Union Catholic High School

softball team got a big boost from
Angela Sessa, who went 5-for-5 with
a triple, two doubles and three RBI to
defeat Roselle Catholic, 8-4, in Roselle
on April 13. Angela Belotta had a
triple and a double for the 3-2 Vikings.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MANEUVERING AROUND AN OBSTACLE…Blue Devil middie Chris Mattes, No. 11, maneuvers around a Peddie
defender. Mattes scored three goals as did middie Mike Bialick and attacker Harry Bernstein.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AWAITING THE THROW TO SECOND…Blue Devil shortstop Josh Gerckens awaits the throw from catcher Justin Olsen
as Linden base runner Joe Wiewiorski face dives into second.

WESTFIELD
A distinctive 2006 custom Westfield residence by Bella Properties.  From designer appointments and countless extras to the unparalleled
attention to quality craftsmanship, this custom Colonial showplace will elicit praise at every turn.  Amenities include spacious mahogany
front porch, dramatic 2 story entry, classic 9’ first floor ceilings, hardwood flooring 1st & 2nd floors, detailed millwork, luxurious master
suite, 2-zone heating and central air, designer kitchen, 2 ½ gorgeous baths, family room with fireplace, elegant open staircase to 8’
ceiling in basement, patio, private yard and so very much more.  Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, yet moments from Tamaques Park,
schools, and picturesque downtown Westfield.  632 Green Briar Court would be the perfect choice to call home . . . Contact Holly for
the impressive list of amenities & specifications.  (052000983)

WESTFIELD New Construction – A Chance of a LifetimeNew Construction $1,250,000 $2,600,000

A beautiful updated nine-room Center Hall Colonial located in a park-like setting.  This custom home features
spacious living room with fireplace, formal dining room with built-ins & custom crown moldings.  The eat-in kitchen
features custom Rutt cabinets, Jenn-aire, granite countertop, pantry & a bay window overlooking a beautifully landscaped
yard & large patio.  New family room with cathedral ceiling & many new features too numerous to mention.  DIR: Rt
22 to New Providence Rd. lt on Partridge Rd. #291  (052000550)

Open House: Sun. 4/23  1-5pmMOUNTAINSIDE $839,900

Expanded brick front Ranch with Colonial layout, has quality and architectural charm throughout.  2-story entry foyer
opens to entertainment size living room with wood-burning fireplace flanked by built-ins.  Step down to the formal
dining room graced by bow window and an eat-in kitchen with separate dining area.  Light fills the family room
through 2 walls of casement windows.  First floor bedroom off separate hallway has full bath.  Second floor features
expansive bedroom with a huge office / nursery, additional bedroom and bath.  Walk out from the enormous finished
basement to 2 slate patios and fenced yard.  A very special house awaits you.  (052000822)

Gracious RanchMOUNTAINSIDE $739,900

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Westfield residence with a premier 180 unobstructed view of Echo Lake
Golf Course.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities and an enchanting setting combine to deliver an
unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 14-room classic includes a grande master suite with fireplace, sitting
room, his and her walk-in closets, spa like bath and steam shower, 5 additional bedrooms, 5 ½ baths, formal living
and dining rooms, library, family room, 2 additional fireplaces, 25’ x 32’ designer kitchen with French doors to
magnificent terrace and manicured grounds.  Call Ralph for more information at 908-591-6283.  (052000591)


