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SIXTY CENTS

$68 Mil. School Budget Passes;
Riegel, Cassie, Clancy Win Seats
we are trying to do: educate the kids.
We know that taxes are high, but of all
WESTFIELD — Westfield voters
the taxes that we pay, this is one that
Tuesday approved the $68,227,778
shows a real return,” Mr. Solomon said.
school tax levy Tuesday by a margin
Mrs. Riegel told The Leader, “I am
of 3,099 to 1,953 votes. The levy will
thrilled with the margin (for the budsupport an overall budget
get). But we still have enrollof $79 million.
ment issues and need to search
With 26 percent of votfor a high-school principal.
ers turning out for the elecThis year, we tried a lot of
tion, Superintendent of
new things, we reached out to
Schools Dr. William Foley
the community, and it has
told The Westfield Leader,
helped.”
“These are the largest
Mrs. Riegel confirmed that
numbers that I have seen
Dr. Foley and the administrain years.” Following the
tion have started preliminary
defeat of the budget last
interviews and are still receivyear, the district expanded
ing applications for the printhe voting hours this year
cipal position at Westfield
to 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
High School to replace the
“I think that the get-theretiring Dr. Robert Petix.
vote-out effort was incredThe board will be holding
ible. It would be difficult
an organizational meeting in
for anyone to not know
the board meeting room at
there was an election in
302 Elm Street on Tuesday,
Meghan Gill for The Westfield Leader
Westfield,” Dr. Foley said.
April 25, to select the presiIncumbent and board SCHOOL BUDGET PASSES...Current Westfield BOE mem- dent and vice president and
bers celebrate the passage of the school budget with Superpresident Anne Riegel re- intendent of Schools William Foley. Pictured, left to right, swear in the winning candiceived 2,826 votes, win- are: Richard Solomon, Julia Walker, Anne Riegel, Ginny dates.
ning a third term, while Leiz, Alice Hunnicutt, Beth Cassie, Ann Ormsby Cary, Dr.
The board is inviting the
incumbent Beth Cassie, Foley and Gary McCready.
public to a meeting tonight
the chairwoman of the
(Thursday, April 20) at 7:30
Citizen’s Advisory Committee on Solomon, chairman of the board’s p.m. in the high-school cafeteria B to
Enrollment, received 2,840 votes, finance committee.
receive input regarding the criteria
winning her second term.
“The significance of this budget for selecting a new principal. All
Newcomer Jane Clancy received victory shows that the community members of the public are invited to
2,764 votes, in winning the open seat supports us and the schools and what attend.
left by Kimberly Rhodes, who did not
seek reelection to a third term. “I am
very excited and ready to face many
challenges,” Ms. Clancy said.
The other challengers, Doug Stokes
received 2,302 votes, and Jesse
Garfinkel, who withdrew from the race
but whose name was not removed
By PAUL J. PEYTON
this summer’s annual downtown jazz
from the ballot, received 958 votes.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
festival. The weekly event, dubbed
District-wide, 1,483 voters turned
WESTFIELD – With summer “10 Nights of Jazz,” recognizes the
out before 2 p.m. “This shows that it
was worth having extended polling around the corner, the Downtown 10th anniversary of Westfield’s festiWestfield Corporation (DWC) is in val.
hours,” said Ms. Cassie.
DWC Executive Director Sherry
Ms. Cassie also told The Leader, “I the process of booking 44 bands for
Cronin said, during Monday
morning’s monthly meeting, that the
DWC would expand the summer series this year to South Avenue, with a
goal of attracting crowds and potential diners from Café Mannino, soon
to be opened at the corner of Summit
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
by $92,238. The mayor reported that and South Avenues, and Splash of
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
borough employee health insurance Thai, located at 321 South Avenue
M O U N TA I N S I D E – D u r i n g was increasing by $35,000, police West.
“We would like to try that venue to
Tuesday’s borough council meeting, retirement costs were up by $90,176
Mayor Robert Viglianti said borough and employee retirement would in- see if people respond well to it,” Ms.
Cronin said.
residents would see their local tax bill crease by $16,466.
Due to ongoing construction of the
go up by almost nine points.
Finally, he noted that gasoline for
This, according to the mayor, trans- vehicles was up by $11,000 and gas PNC Bank building, Ms. Cronin said
lates into an increase of $141 for an and heat for the municipal building that performances might be moved
average assessed home of $159,000. was up $10,000, while electric would from East Broad and Prospect Streets.
In addition, jazz musicians – possibly
The mayor said he was not yet sure increase by $8,000.
what the school or county portions of
He stated, however, that the bor- a small band, string quartet or trio –
residents’ tax bills were.
ough did absorb some of these costs might perform on the balcony of the
Council members unanimously by using some of the reserve fund and James Ward Mansion on East Broad
passed a resolution to extend the pub- also its small surplus. Mayor Viglianti Street.
The DWC is looking into lighting
lic hearing on the budget until Thurs- added that the borough did save some
day, May 18, at 8 p.m.
money within the last year by leasing to improve visibility for musicians in
The mayor said he plans to send a police vehicles instead of buying dimly lit areas, as well as a wireless
letter to all residents informing them them. He also said there was a $13,000 speaker system “where we can actuof the increase and how it came about. surplus in the snow removal line that ally bring the sound down the street a
“When I send out our letter, I think a could be saved for the following year. little bit” on Elm Street and also down
lot of residents are going to be
The mayor concluded that the bor- North Avenue to the intersection of
shocked. This tax increase is not our ough was making some money on Elm.
She said the jazz series has grown
doing. It comes from the state and the increased interest rates for borough
from “a small little keyboard out in
courts.”
investments.
Mayor Viglianti observed, as he
Addressing the council and audi- front of a store to large crowds with
did last week, that there were nine ence members, Assemblyman Eric bigger-name bands.”
On another matter, the DWC reareas of concern to Mountainside, Muñoz. said he wanted Mountainside
including matters that “we have no and other area towns to know that he ported that $16,000 has been raised in
say in,” and he added that the in- planned to vote against the $31 bil- sponsorships for the annual DownCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
creases would total almost $500,000. lion budget proposed for the state by
He said police salaries were up the governor’s office.
$120,000, the library was up by
He said New Jersey has become the
$62,650 and the Rahway Valley Sew- highest tax state in the United States,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
erage Authority fee would increase
By MEGHAN GILL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

am thrilled that the community supported the budget and the incumbents.
I think the other candidates did a huge
service getting the vote out.”
“We won three to two, which is a
significant number,” said Rich

Summer Jazz Festival
To Feature 44 Bands

MS Mayor Explains
Budgetary Increases

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

TAKING THE GOSPEL TO THE STREETS…Timothy Burke stands in public for what he calls ‘Gospel Theatre for the
Streets’ in Westfield at the north-side train station parking lot on Monday. He has been carrying a cross on his own for the
last several days to symbolize the story of Jesus during Easter. He said that the public has been very enthusiastic. Mr. Burke
has just matriculated as a special student in Seton Hall University’s seminary school. The cross is constructed of timbers from
1952 of the original Moeller organ salvaged when Mr. Burke helped construct the new organ at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield in 2004.

Council Debuts $33.9 Mil. Budget;
Municipal Taxes to Rise 8.3 Percent
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday’s public meeting, the Westfield town council introduced the 2006 municipal
budget. Following a PowerPoint presentation, the council conducted a
roll-call vote and unanimously voted
to approve the budget. In addition,
the council agreed to refer to the
planning board an ordinance governing land-use policy, specifically with
reference to curtailing overdevelopment trends.
The 2006 municipal budget will be
$33,896,440, which represents a 4.7percent increase from 2005, while
the municipal portion of property

MS BOE Budget
Passes by 66 Tallies
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — On Tuesday,
Mountainside residents passed school
district’s $11,276,433 tax levy by a
tally of 518 to 452. The tax levy will
support an overall budget of
$13,966,844. Voters also reelected
Mary Beth Schaumberg and elected
Geraldene Duswalt and Joseph
Tinnirella to open board seats.
The average borough homeowner
will pay an increase of $392 in school
taxes. About 81 percent of the budget
is funded by the local tax levy.
With an average of 16 to 19 students per classroom, the budget aims
to keep class sizes below state average, school officials said. It also allows the addition of one new kindergarten teacher to help meet that goal.
In terms of the BOE election, Ms.
Schaumberg, who serves as board
vice president, received the highest
number of votes, 534. Mr. Tinnirella,
a Mountainside resident of nine years,

GW BOE Budget Passes;
Marano Defeats Matheson
By KEREN SCHULTZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HONORING THE FALLEN…More than 2,000 firefighters attended the funeral
service of Franklin Township volunteer firefighter Kevin Apuzzio at St. Michael’s
Church in Union Township. Mr. Apuzzio, a Union native and Rutgers student,
was killed in the line of duty last week when a floor collapsed beneath him while
he was trying to save a 75-year-old woman trapped inside of a burning house.

GARWOOD – Borough voters
Tuesday night passed the $5.2-million local school tax levy by a margin
of 260-106. The tax levy will support
an overall spending plan of
$7,408,099.
In a contested race for an unexpired BOE seat, Lisa Marano defeated incumbent BOE member
James Matheson by a tally of 259108. Mr. Matheson filed last week to
run for borough council as a Republican.
Incumbent board of election members Barbara Greet, Susan Groning
and BOE president Adele C. Lewis
were unopposed in their quest for
reelection. They received 290, 289,
and 290 votes, respectively.
BOE candidates gathered at the
Washington School to await election results, which came in at 9:45
p.m.
“We are optimistic that we will

taxes will spike to over $19 million –
an 8.3 percent jump from the previous
year. Before adoption, a public hearing will be conducted on Tuesday,
May 16, to gauge response and afford
residents an opportunity to speak.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
First Ward Councilman and Finance
Policy Committee Chairman Peter
Echausse explained the budget process and the inherent challenges in
paring down expenditures while state
aid remained frozen and non-discretionary funds rose.
Councilman Echausse detailed a
budget in which “the town has not cut
any core services” and addresses
“mandated services out of its control,

maintain the quality of education we
have (in the Garwood community)
while working within our fiscal constraints,” Ms. Lewis told The Westfield
Leader. “For a small district, we have
faced a lot of issues: teacher negotiations, high school policies, construction and teachers’ contracts. Hopefully construction is wrapping up —
it’s been exciting times.”
Although some members of the
board of education expressed their
disappointment with voter turnout at
the polls, the turnout was typical of
school elections, school officials said.
According to board members, at least
one person who cast a ballot did not
vote on the budget.
“I’m very excited about (being
elected to the board),” said Ms.
Marano. “I’m looking forward to representing the community of Garwood
and being able to inform the public of
different issues. I’m glad the budget
passed. I’m just very excited and want
to get it going.”

received 466 votes, and Ms. Duswalt
and garnered 388 tallies. Cathy
Jakositz received 345 votes.
Mrs. Schaumberg, a product of the
Mountainside schools, will begin her
third term on the school board. She
first joined the board in 2000 after
winning as a write-in candidate. She
has three children.
Mr. Tinnirella, a nine-year resident
of Mountainside, will serve his first
term on the board. Mr. Tinnirella will
replace board member Patricia
Knodel, who did not seek reelection.
In a prior interview, Mr. Tinnirella,
a management consultant who specializes in Internet technology strategy, said, “My living is earned by
assessing a situation, determining a
strategy and implementing a plan.”
He said he planned to apply the same
strategy as a board member.
Mr. Tinnirella, 43, has two children, both at Deerfield school.
The board will hold its reorganization meeting on Tuesday, April 25 at
7 p.m., followed by its regular 8 p.m.
board meeting.

making up 95 percent of the budget.”
The primary budgetary challenges,
deemed “budget busters” by the councilman, included the following increases: pension contributions,
$451,200; union contract increases,
$536,700; group health insurance,
$299,000 and additional assessment
from the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), $315,000. The
councilman refers to the RVSA increases as the “800-pound gorilla.”
When broken down, statutory expenses amount for $9,929,220, or just
shy of 30 percent of the overall 2006
appropriation.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said, “I can
assure you that we do not have a
bloated municipal budget. Of the taxes
the town collects, we only keep approximately 16 percent, or about
$1,800, for the average assessed
home. The remaining $8,800 goes to
the school system and the county.”
He touted the budget for addressing efficiency, decreasing the number of employees and “not accepting
that we can only increase services by
increasing the number of employees.” Five full-time positions were
reduced to two part-time positions,
achieving a savings of $89,260. The
mayor also called on politicians in
Trenton and Elizabeth to lessen the
burden on municipalities.
Addressing the budget process and
political climate of New Jersey, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21)
said, “Towns, especially Westfield,
are not the problem.” He outlined the
difference between a local council,
which serves for $1 a year and doesn’t
earn a pension, and a state and county
government, in which he finds “inefficiency is monumental.”
While pushing for performance
audits of state and county government and ultimately being stymied in
the legislature, Assemblyman
Bramnick has asked United States
Attorney for New Jersey Chris
Christie, “once he’s done with university hospital (UMDNJ), to look at
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

HUNTING FOR EASTER EGGS…Youngsters gathered last Saturday to search
for some 1,200 Easter eggs on the grounds of Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. The
hunt, sponsored by the Westfield Lions Club, has been a tradition in town since
1936.
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GW Council Approves Willow
Ave. Parking Restrictions
By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for The Westfield Leader

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

A REAL FAN...This vehicle was spotted driving around the area Saturday, shown
above in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

DWC Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

town Westfield 5K & Pizza Extravaganza. “We are well into this event,”
Ms. Cronin said. She said Overlook
Hospital in Summit has come on board
with a large sponsorship commitment.
Blue Cross Blue Shield and Stop n’
Shop are among the other sponsors.
In her financial report, Ms. Cronin
noted that the DWC spent $19,600 in
March. Monies were spent on promotions, including “March for The
Arts” and the “W” dollar days, a
promotion whereby shoppers received
one “W” dollar for every $10 spent on
a purchase. The “W” dollars could be
redeemed at any participating business for $1 toward a purchase.
She said the DWC is “now turning
to more regional advertising” to promote its events. The organization
spent $4,100 in March on promotions
and $14,000 on organizational expenses. To date, the DWC has spent
$51,000 of its $390,000 annual budget.
DWC Chairman David Martone
noted that the “W” dollar promotion
is coming to an end. Ms. Cronin expected to hear from merchants this
week on how retailers fared.
“My sense is that it did well but a lot
of people told me they forgot to give
them to customers,” said Ms. Cronin.
She said some retailers indicated they
received back fewer “W” dollars than
they gave out to customers.
“All in all, I think it was a good
promotion for us to try,” she said.
Mr. Martone said he didn’t believe
retailers lost any money by participating in the promotion. “Essentially,
all they were doing was extending a
10 percent discount.” He said the
promotion created additional foot traffic in stores, which boosted sales.
DWC board member Joe Spector
said he heard the promotion did especially well in the last few days of the
promotion. “Traditionally, it (March)
is a slower retail period, so anything
to give it a boost is appreciated by
most of the merchants.”
Ms. Cronin said that Poppyfields
and the Rialto Theatre have requested
grants. Poppyfields hopes to install

MS Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

noting that the proposed budget called
for such things as increasing the sales
tax from 6 to 7 percent. “I will keep
fighting for you,” Assemblyman
Muñoz concluded.
In other business, council members passed a resolution honoring Judy
Osty for her 16 years of service to the
borough and acknowledging her retirement as borough clerk. They also
passed a resolution recognizing the
recreation department’s fifth- and
sixth-grade boys traveling basketball
team for its undefeated season. This,
according to Councilman Keith
Turner, is not known to have happened in the borough’s history of
playing in that division.
The next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 9, at 8 p.m.

new awnings in the front and back of
its Elm Street store, and the Rialto is
seeking an historic preservation grant
to refurbish the brick façade on the
East Broad Street building.
The DWC said that the Blue Water
restaurant on North Avenue will
change its name due to a possible
trade infringement of the Blue Water
Grill name.
During a discussion on business
retention and recruitment, Ms. Cronin
said the DWC has updated new business recruitment packages to include
town traffic counts, consumer spending and household income figures.
Diane Barabas asked if the DWC
sends out surveys to businesses to see
if they are happy in Westfield. Ms.
Cronin said such a survey has not
been done recently.
“We have to be lobbying and be in
the forefront of helping to design or
come up with the correct vision for
Westfield’s downtown and the
community’s future,” Mr. Spector said.
DWC board member Dr. Ted
Schlosberg said he believes face-toface interviews with all businesses
would be more successful than mailing out surveys, as has been done in
the past to gain input from special
improvement district members.
The next DWC meeting will be
held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, May
15, in the DWC conference room at
105 Elm Street.

GARWOOD – On April 11, the
borough council adopted an ordinance
to establish a resident preferentialpermit parking zone on Willow Avenue between East Street and Center
Street. Officials said that not more
than three permits will be issued for
each qualified dwelling unit to any
qualified applicant and that permits
will be valid from July 1 to June 30 of
the following year.
At the meeting, resident Anne Rigger said she was concerned about
where employees of designated streets
and patrons of businesses in the area
will park. “How will you enforce the
two-hour limit? People eating at a
restaurant and employees will be there
for more than two hours.”
“We had to start somewhere, if you
we need to, we can re-modify the ordinance,” Mayor Dennis McCarthy said.
According to the ordinance, the following streets will have two-hour parking restrictions between 7 a.m. and 7
p.m.: Maple Street from North Avenue
to Second Avenue; North Avenue from
the Westfield town line to Oak Street;
West Street from South Avenue to Willow Avenue; Willow Avenue to Center
Street and Winslow Place west 100 feet
from the corner of North Avenue. The
following street will have two-hour
parking between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
Monday through Friday: Willow Avenue between East Street and Center
Street. The ordinance will take effect
onSaturday, July 1.
The council adopted an ordinance
to appropriate $60,000 to repair the
gabion walls in the Garwood Brook
on Willow Avenue. The money will
come from the proceeds of the sale of
the bonds authorized and the down

WF BOA Postpones Patio
Case Until May Meeting
By CARRIE HAYES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its April 5
meeting, the board of adjustment
(BOA) requested that a Central Avenue woman return to address the
board due to possible enlargement of
her patio. Desiree deNourie of Central Avenue appeared before the board

Westfield Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the school construction fund.” He
pointed out that a taxpayer in
Westfield pays more taxes to the
County of Union than to his or her
own town.
Following the meeting, First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana, a member
of the finance policy contingent, told
The Westfield Leader that the budget
is an “austerity budget,” meaning that
the town did not have to sacrifice
services.
“This is the lowest level to work at
without seeing a reduction of services,” Councilman Caruana said.
“Next year, we might have to consider reducing.”
In other matters, the council voted
to refer to the planning board a resolution amending Westfield landuse
policy. The resolution calls for the
reduction of building height in all
one- and two-family residential zones
to 35 feet. Also, to avoid what Councilman Foerst deemed “technical exclusions,” the policy addresses Floor
Area Ratio (FAR) and amends the
policy from habitable to gross FAR.
If enacted, this resolution would
call for the exclusion of basements
and attics with low ceilings but include attached garages and cathedral
ceilings when determining FAR. This
would achieve what the councilman,
last week, called a “true reflection on
the volume of the home.”
Resident and planning board mem-

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for
Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

payment appropriated by this ordinance.
In other business, Mayor McCarthy
expressed concerns about the 300block area of Hickory Avenue, where
the sidewalk has either deteriorated or
has been covered over with dirt. Concerns were also raised about repairs on
Walnut Street near the school and the
time frame for their completion. Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello said
he would look into these matters.
Councilman Charles Lombardo
spoke about the tree-planting project
for the 100 and 200 block area of
Second Avenue, which will most
likely begin in June. Municipal Clerk
Christina Ariemma said the borough
is looking at planting 41 trees.
The Garwood baseball league will
have its opening day ceremony on
Saturday, April 22, with a rain date
scheduled for Saturday, April 29.
Their parade will begin at 9 a.m. at
the Lincoln/Franklin School and end
up at the little league field.
Also, the grand re-opening of the
Garwood Library will be held on Saturday, April 29, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Cranford Memorial Day Parade will begin on Monday, May 29, at
9 a.m. at the Cranford Community
Center at 220 Walnut Avenue. Members of the Garwood governing body
will participate. A new plaque in honor
of former Councilman Harry Hartman
will be placed at Hartmans Park.
Mayor McCarthy gave his “sincere
condolences” to the family of borough firefighter Walter Stewart, who
died earlier this month. “It was a sad
day, and he will not be forgotten.”
The mayor announced the appointments of Juanita Austin to an unexpired
term on the Garwood Library trustee
board and Cheryl Niedermaier to the
board of health.

ber Matt Nilsen addressed the council
during the public session and asked if
they would reconsider the referral.
“With all due respect, there are 9,100
homes in the town. This is a very
important issue. It may have longterm ramifications to the taxpayers of
this town. I don’t think you should
send with your full endorsement a
document that has never been seen by
the public for a cursory review by the
planning board.”
Mr. Nilsen, the owner of Stone
Creek Development, believed there
could be negative ramifications in
terms of taxes and property values.
Councilman Foerst reassured the
Roanoke Street resident that this was
“not an endorsement, but solely a resolution to refer to the planning board for
their review.” He said a public hearing
would take place at a planning board
session before comments are shared
with the council, and another public
session will occur.
“The goal is to control overdevelopment while allowing a significant
opportunity for what will be 90 percent of homeowners in this town to
fully develop their properties. It will
not drastically limit everyone’s ability,” Councilman Foerst said.
“That’s the rub,” Mr. Nilsen replied. “The rub is that some of the
things said in the paper and certain
things said by the council clash. When
you say 90 percent, I believe that’s
not true after reading the document.”
Fellow planning board member
David Hall stressed that there are
“financial and tax ramifications that
need to be looked at.” He said the
council should have the issue explained by the real estate community
and “investigate out in the field” before coming to a decision.
In the beginning of the meeting, the
council honored Sabrina Telsey’s
work on a Bat Mitzvah project pertaining to stroke awareness, and the
mayor declared Saturday, May 6
childhood stroke-awareness day.

after being cited for work that was
being done on an existing patio.
The deNouries said that the patio
was merely being repaired, but the
board discussed whether an enlargement was taking place. Neighbors
who attended the meeting claimed
that the deNouries had not notified
them as to the case’s appearance before the board. As a result, the board
attorney and board chairman suggested the deNouries notify their
neighbors by certified mail and return to be heard at the May meeting.
The BOA approved the revised application by Paul and Christina Beck
of Mountain Avenue, who requested
a variance for their deck. Last month,
the board had objected to the volume
of impervious improvements to their
property, as well as the proposed sideyard deck. The applicants eliminated
the proposed deck and reduced the
impervious coverage by 200 feet.
The board approved the application of Joseph Stivala of Roger Avenue, who sought a variance for an
addition to his half of a duplex and to
his garage, which would make the
garage sit seven feet from the house.
An application by Peter and Amy
Andersen of Wychwood Road to increase their lot coverage from 20 to
20.5 percent was approved. As part of
the plans, they relocated the garage
door to the rear of the property, creating more “green space” along the
street.
The BOA also approved the revised application of Mr. and Mrs.
Troutman of Roosevelt Street. Since
their last appearance before the board,
they reduced the size of their proposed front porch and “the scope of
the work in general.”
An application by Anne and
Michael Endy of Irving Avenue, seeking to add a third-story master suite,
were asked to revise their building
plans to conform to the maximumheight ordinance and return to the
board.
The board approved an application
by Brian and Valerie Sewald of Dorian
Road for a bay window; Joann States’
request for an eight-foot bump out for
a kitchen addition, and a proposal by
David and Debra Judd of Leigh Drive
for a frontyard setback.
The BOA granted permission to
Noelle Koetje of Clarence Street, who
sought a variance to increase lot coverage from 20 to 20.6 percent. Richard and Grace Cetlin of Tremont Avenue were granted a variance to reduce their frontyard coverage from
57.5 to 56 feet.

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED
AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

• HEADACHES
• NECK PAIN
• LOW BACK PAIN
• ARTHRITIS
• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER
• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

865 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside

908-789-9339

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

233033

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

SAYING “THANKS”…The Westfield United Way (WUW) recently hosted a
campaign thank-you lunch, provided by Panera Bread, for local business representatives. Pictured, from left to right, are: WUW Executive Director Linda
Maggio, WUW mascot Joe Di Maggio, WUW Board of Trustees President
Carolyn Fleder, Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce President Hans Winberg,
WUW Campaign Chairman Tom Cusimano, PNC Bank Westfield Branch
Manager Dulce Pinto, Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director
Allison O’Hara and Diane Montalbano of PNC Bank Westfield.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, April 8, Michael Johnson,
30, of Westfield was arrested in the 200
block of Cacciola Place on a no-bail Union
County Sheriff’s Office warrant. He was
turned over to the Sheriff’s office.
Saturday, April 8, a Cumberland Street
resident reported being the victim of an
attempted robbery as he was exiting his
motor vehicle in the 300 block of North
Scotch Plains Avenue.
The victim told police that a black male
between six-feet-three-inches and sixfeet-four-inches tall approached him and
demanded his money, at which time the
victim fled the scene.
Sunday, April 9, Gregory G. Giresi,
24, of Westfield was arrested in the 1400
block of Central Avenue and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.
He was issued a summons and released.
Monday, April 10, Jason Dixon, 26, of
Westfield was arrested at South Avenue
and Cacciola Place on a no-bail warrant
issued by the Union County Superior
Court. He was remanded to the custody of
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
Monday, April 10, Kevin Lantz, 20, of
Westfield was arrested on Harrow Road
on a $300 contempt-of-court warrant out
of Union. He was released after posting
bail.
Tuesday, April 11, James Dornelus,
21, of Roselle was arrested in the 300
block of East South Avenue on an Elizabeth traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $110 bail.
Tuesday, April 11, Lathell Blaine, 2nd,
21, Michael Lowery, 22, and Christopher
Lecky, 23, all of Plainfield, were arrested
on multiple charges following a motor
vehicle stop at the Route 28 plaza.
Each was charged with possession of
over 50 grams of suspected marijuana;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS)/marijuana with intent to
distribute; possession of CDS with intent
to distribute within 1,000 feet of a school;
possession with intent to distribute within
500 feet of a public park; possession of a
weapon (a handgun) for unlawful purposes; unlawful possession of a firearm;
possession of hollow point bullets; possession of drug paraphernalia and receiving stolen property. Police said the handgun had been stolen.
Lowery also was charged with hindering apprehension and possession of a handgun by a convicted felon. His bail was set
at $50,000. Bail for Blaine and Lecky was
set at $25,000 each. Authorities confirmed
that all three suspects posted bail.
Thursday, April 13, Westfield police
reported the arrest of two men in connection with a strong-arm robbery that occurred April 10 in the parking lot of a North
Avenue store, in which an 82-year-old
Watchung woman had her purse stolen.
Charles Davis, 32, of Newark, the man
alleged to have snatched the purse, and
Bilal Muslim, 40, of Plainfield, who reportedly accompanied Davis to the scene,
were arrested on the afternoon of April 13
in Edison and charged with robbery.
Edison police took the pair into custody
after spotting them in a stolen car – the
same one believed to have been used
during the robbery in Westfield.
Davis and Muslim also have been
charged with three similar robberies in
Edison, according to Captain Clifford
Auchter of the Westfield Police Department, who added that other towns are
now looking into whether the men may be
involved in further incidents. The suspects were being held in the Middlesex
County jail on $150,000 bail each.
Friday, April 14, Eulogio Morales, 37,
of Roselle Park was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop in the 500 block of
Boulevard on a Roselle Park contemptof-court warrant for $500. He posted bail.
Friday, April 14, during a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Cumberland Street, Noel Chambers, 19,
of Middlesex was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. He was released on
his own recognizance.
Charles Rean, 3rd, 20, of Roselle, a
passenger in the vehicle, also was arrested
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana as well as
with hindering apprehension. He also was
arrested on a Middlesex Borough contempt of court warrant for $418. Rean was
released on his own recognizance after
posting bail on the warrant.
Saturday, April 15, Patrick Meredith,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested during
the investigation of a motor vehicle accident in the 600 block of Dorian Road. He
was charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Meredith, who suffered a minor injury
as a result of the accident, was treated by
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel at the
scene and released. He was released on
his own recognizance on the charges.
Mountainside
Wednesday, April 12, Jessica
Guzenski, 27, of South Plainfield was
arrested at the Elizabeth Police Department on an outstanding warrant for $900.
Thursday, April 13, an Old Tote Road
resident reported being the victim of criminal mischief. The victim reported that he
received an anonymous phone call on his
business cell phone stating that the caller
had observed a tall, skinny, balding white
male, approximately 40 years old with
gray hair, vandalize the victim’s vehicle,
which was parked in a church parking lot.
According to police, the caller also stated

that the suspect smashed the windshield
several times before running off into the
woods near Deerfield School. Surveillance cameras at the school will be checked
to confirm the report.
Friday, April 14, Eric John, 18, of
Newark and Harry Torres, 19, of Newark,
along with two juveniles, were arrested
and charged with possession of a stolen
vehicle in a Route 22 movie theater parking lot. They were also charged with
possession of burglary tools, which included vice grips and screwdrivers.
Saturday, April 15, Ishmail J. Poindexter,
19, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for operating a vehicle with a suspended license. He
was also arrested on an outstanding warrant in the amount of $280.
Scotch Plains
Monday, April 10, a resident of Country
Club Lane reported being the victim of
theft. The resident stated that he parked his
vehicle in front of his apartment and unknown persons entered the unlocked vehicle and took approximately $25 in change.
Monday, April 10, a high school student reported being the victim of theft.
The victim stated that his cell phone was
taken from his locked locker. The value
of the phone was approximately $470.
Tuesday, April 11, a Front Street business owner reported being the victim of
theft. One or more unknown persons entered his trailer and removed several items.
Entrance was gained by smashing the
lock off the trailer. The value of the missing items is not yet known.
Tuesday, April 11, Tywan Mickens,
33, of Newark was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. According
to police, officers responded to a call
from a Westfield Avenue convenience
store stating that the suspect was demanding money from customers.
Upon investigation, it was determined
Mickens had several outstanding warrants. After arresting him, police found
the marijuana on his person. He was processed and released to the Newark Police
Department.
Wednesday, April 12, a resident of
Rahway Road reported being the victim
of theft. He stated that one or more unknown persons removed pieces of his
outgoing mail. The victim stated that a
check and a bill were removed from his
mailbox.
Fanwood
Friday, April 7, David J. Cipriani, 42,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at
Terrill Road, which revealed outstanding
warrants.
Friday, April 7, Anthony M. Jeffries,
40, of New Brunswick was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande
Street at First Street,which revealed outstanding warrants. He was also charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS).
Saturday, April 8, Mark E. Williams,
38, of Jersey City was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
North Avenue, which revealed numerous
outstanding warrants.
Monday, April 10, Karin L. Gonzales,
27, of Carteret was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue at Hetfield
Avenue revealed outstanding warrants.
Tuesday, April 11, Jason L. Mungin,
25, of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue at Terrill
Road revealed outstanding warrants.
Thursday, April 13, David R. Klizer,
44, of Warren was arrested on numerous
outstanding warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue at Hetfield
Avenue.
Thursday, April 13, Santos Menjikvar,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue
and Ridge Way for allegedly providing
false information to officers.
Saturday, April 15, Jaclyn A. Gracie,
25, of Carteret was arrested on an outstanding warrant following a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue at Trenton
Avenue.
Saturday, April 15, Audrey B. Cauthen,
40, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at Cottage Way.
Saturday, April 15, Phillipe Coissi, 41,
of Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue at Fifth
Street, which revealed an outstanding warrant.
Saturday,April 15, Arthur D. Frink, Jr.
of Middlesex was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop,which revealed an
outstanding warrant.
Saturday, April 15, Joseph M. Buch,
Jr. 28, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct following a field investigation.
Monday, April 17, Raquel J. Hood, 37,
of Callicoon, N.Y. was arrested following a motor vehicle stop, which revealed
outstanding warrants.
Monday, April 17, Germaine A.
Gilmore-Ogiste, 22, of Orange was arrested on numerous outstanding warrants
following a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue and Watson Road.
Monday, April 17, William J. Belin,
42, was arrested on numerous outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle
stop at North Avenue and Terrill Road.
Monday, April 17, Harriet E. Williams, 55, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Martine Avenue on outstanding warrants. She was also charged with
resisting arrest.
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SIXTY CENTS

BOE Budget Passes by 455 Votes;
Nelson, Whitehouse, Woerner Win
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains–Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Residents
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood went
to the polls on Tuesday and approved
the board of education’s $62.1 million school tax levy budget for the
2006-2007 academic year by a margin of 2,182 to 1,727.
In addition, voters in Scotch Plains
filled a trio of open BOE seats by
reelecting Board President Linda
Nelson, 1,484; as well as incumbents
Norman “Trip” Whitehouse, 1,220,

and Betty Anne Woerner, 1,086.
Incumbent Thomas Russo also ran
unopposed for the one-year unexpired seat currently held by Mr.
Whitehouse and received 1,480 tallies. There were no Fanwood school
board seats up for election this year.
The tax levy will support an overall
budget of $71.4 million.
Scotch Plains residents with a home
assessed at the local average will pay
about $306, or 5.25 percent, more
than last year, while their Fanwood
neighbors will pay about $279, or

Four to Face Off For
Two FW Council Seats
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Four candidates
have submitted petitions by the April
10 deadline for two seats on the borough council. They will face each
other in the general election on Tuesday, November 7.
Democrats currently have a 5-0
majority on the governing body and
hold the mayor’s office.
Republicans Andrew McDonald
and Richard Alber will face democrats Donna Dolce, incumbent and

Donna Dolce and David Valian–Dems.

current council president, and newcomer David Valian.
Mr. McDonald, a French teacher at
Marylawn of the Oranges High School
in South Orange and a father of four,
has previously served on the borough
council and planning board, and he
ran twice for county freeholder. “Since
the council consists of all democrats,
I feel that the borough needs a different point of view,” he said.
Mr. McDonald told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he has a
problem with the excessive taxation
and questions about the downtown
redevelopment project. “I’ve done the
job, and know the mechanics of getting the job done right. If people
disagree, we can do so without being
disagreeable,” he said.
Mr. Alber is married and the father
of four children under age eight, including a baby who is only 10 days
old. He is employed at the Times
Square New York office of Ernst and
Young.
“I moved from Carlisle, Pennsylvania to the fantastic town of
Fanwood. I look forward to getting
involved in this community,” he told
The Times.
Borough Republican Chairman Ted
Trumpp explained that the two candidates represent a “very balanced

5.54, more compared to the current
school year.
Voter turnout on Tuesday was somewhat of a surprise, officials said, with
the unofficial number of ballots cast
on the budget topping 3,900. According to the unofficial tally, 2,148 residents who cast ballots in the two
municipalities voted in favor of the
spending plan as did 34 of the absentee ballots cast.
The school budget was rejected in
only four of the 15 polling places: the
two libraries, Park Middle School,
and Children’s Specialized Hospital.
An early crowd of about a dozen
school board officials, Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) members, and others grew to nearly 30 at the district’s
Evergreen Avenue administrative offices after the polls closed at 9 p.m.
Tuesday evening. They eagerly monitored the electronically tabulated election results as they were hand-delivered from the local polling places.
The somewhat tense atmosphere
gradually turned celebratory and even
boisterous as it became clear that the
budget would win approval by voters.
“The reason the buzz is so high in
the room is not just that the budget
passed, but that it passed by such a
huge margin,” Board President Nelson
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “That’s probably the biggest
margin in the past five or six years,”
she said, adding that the current academic year’s budget won approval by
142 votes in 2005. Mrs. Nelson also
publicly credited school PTAs for
their efforts to build support for the
budget.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In a split, 6-2, decision, the Fanwood Planning and
Zoning Board of Adjustment approved a plan by Station Square LLC,
to construct 24 townhouses on the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
in November will aim to win their
first municipal election since 1998
and break the 5-0 township council
majority that the Republicans have
held since 2003.
Democrats Neal LeStrange, Kevin
Glover and Jeffrey Strauss will face
Republican incumbents Nancy
Malool and Carolyn Sorge, along with
Rich Duthie, who is making his first
run for elective office.
Mr. Glover has lived in Scotch
Plains for five years and was a global
facilities manager for Donaldson
Lufkin Jenrette before starting up his
own consulting firm. He told The
Times he wants to “try to ensure that
this community remains wonderful”
and feels his administrative background “can be of value” on the council. Mr. Glover is married with two
children.
Mr. Strauss, a partner with the law
firm of Weiner Carroll & Strauss in
Montvale, previously resided in
Fanwood, where he served on the
planning board. He is married with
two children.
On the Republican side, Mrs.
Malool, who is currently serving as
deputy mayor, was first appointed to
the council in August 2002 to fill a
vacancy and was then elected to a
four-year term that November.
“There are a lot of projects I’d like
to see us make further progress on,”

she told The Times. She specifically
pointed to the downtown business
district, saying that “even though the
SID (special improvement district)
was rejected” in 2004, “I think everyone agrees the downtown needs improving. I’d like to be on board for
that.”
Miss Sorge, who was also elected
in November 2002, served as Deputy
mayor in 2005. “I have enjoyed serving the people of this community, the
community where I have been a lifelong resident and active volunteer,”
she told The Times. “I look forward to
continuing to have a positive impact
on the future of Scotch Plains, serving as councilwoman.”
Mr. Duthie has been a member of
the township zoning board of adjustment for three years. Along with his
12 years on the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA Board of Trustees and
eight years of involvement with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball League Association, “I thought
this would be a natural transition for
me,” he told The Times. A resident of
Scotch Plains for 14 years, Mr. Duthie
is married with four children.
Councilman Frank Rossi, who was
first elected to fill an unexpired term
in November 1999, will not seek reelection.
He has been a council member since
November 1999 following a stint on
the zoning board of adjustment and
here years on the Fanwood borough
council in the early 1990s.

Council Discusses New Facility to
Store Equipment for Towns, BOE
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Director of
Public Works Charles Cerami and
Parks and Recreation Director Ray
Poerio briefed the township council
Tuesday night on plans for a new
five-bay storage facility that will

PB Approves Townhouses
For Dean Oil Site in Borough

SP Democrats Aim To Break
GOP’s 5-0 Council Majority
By FRED T. ROSSI

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LOOKING FOR EASTER EGGS…A father and child and other youngsters gathered in Forest Road Park last Saturday
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation Commission.

“With work, family and my 10 consecutive years of service, I thought it
was the right time,” he told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week.
“I’ve tremendously enjoyed serving
the community and I am looking forward to serving in other capacities in
the future.”
Lieutenant LeStrange will retire
from the township police department
in June after 22 years of service.
“I’ve always been involved in
Scotch Plains,” he told The Times.
“And I want to stay involved. I think
I have good insight into what goes on
in Scotch Plains and what it can and
should be.”
Lieutenant LeStrange is married
with one daughter and three stepchildren.
Township Democrats have not won
a municipal election since winning
three council seats, and control of the
governing body, in the November
1998 elections. Several months after
assuming control of the five-member
council in January 1999, a Democratic councilman’s death forced the
special election in November 1999
that Mr. Rossi won.
Two years later, another special
election due to a Democratic
incumbent’s death resulted in a Republican victory.
Republicans also won the
township’s first direct mayoral election in 2000 and a subsequent mayoral vote in 2004 as well as council
elections in 2000, 2002 and 2004.

1.1-acre property known as the former
Dean Oil Site at a special meeting
Monday night. The proposed complex would be bordered by LaGrande
Avenue on the southern side, Second
Street on the west, a public parking
lot to the east and public parking on
the northern side, to be developed for
retail stores fronting on South Avenue.
The proposed plan includes five
buildings with self-contained twocar garages on the ground floor of
each unit.
A condition of approval, imposed
by the board, stipulates that no more
than 50 percent of the units will be
three-bedrooms; the remainder will
be two-bedroom units.
Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings and board member Andrew McDonald voted against the
proposal, citing too high of a density
as their main objection.
“In my opinion, this greatly exceeds what the residents in the community envisioned,” Mr. Cummings
told The Times. He said that he discussed preferences with adjacent residents during the planning phases of
the downtown redevelopment project
and that the residents were very clear
on wanting to limit the overall size
and density of the plan. He said that
he objected to the number of threebedroom units as well.
The building height of 35 feet is the
median height of the roofline, Mr.
Cummings pointed out. He said that
the actual highest roof point could go
as high as 40 feet with turrets extending an additional five feet and that the
overall look of the development would
be massive.
Mr. McDonald said that the density
and design of the buildings, set “too
close to the sidewalks,” did not belong in Fanwood and reminded him
of houses in Hoboken, Brooklyn and
Jersey City.
Mayor Colleen Mahr reminded the
board that they had approved the plan,
at this density, last year. Board members who voted in favor of the plan
stated that this was very close to what
the redevelopment agency and the
residents had envisioned.
Mayor Mahr also said that this was
going to eliminate an eyesore in the

house recently purchased equipment
that Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the
joint board of education share.
The building was to have been constructed on land adjacent to the public works facility on Plainfield Avenue during the winter months, but
progress was delayed by weather conditions and other factors. With a new
public works building set to be built
there in the near future, Mr. Cerami
and Mr. Poerio decided that the
planned location for the storage facility would not be optimal and suggested instead that it be situated on
public-works property directly across
Plainfield Avenue.
The one-story building will be set
back from property lines by at least
30 feet, Mr. Poerio told the council at
its conference meeting on Tuesday,
and existing trees and fencing should
provide an ample buffer for homes on
Monica Place, which runs behind the
property. Mr. Cerami said the fencing
might be replaced and realigned. Access to the site will be from Plainfield
Avenue, and Mr. Poerio said there
should be minimal traffic and noise

concerns because the equipment to
be stored at the new facility “will
only be used several times a year.”
The council will discuss the matter
further and is then expected to make
a decision so that construction can
begin during the summer.
In other business, Township Manager Thomas Atkins said officials are
“95-percent ready” to present to the
council a recommended capital ordinance for roadwork, storm sewer
needs and other similar projects. The
ordinance, which will likely be introduced next month, will cover the coming four or five years and replace a
$1.5-million capital ordinance passed
in 2001 that funded similar projects
in the first half of this decade.
New state affordable housing regulations now require municipalities to
create the position of municipal housing liaison, and the council next week
will introduce an ordinance to that
effect. Mr. Atkins recommended to
the council that Madelyn Rutkowski,
his executive assistant, eventually be
named to the new position.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Library Finishes Renovations,
Focuses on Yearly Programs
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Now that
she has a new roof over the heads of
the increasing number of library patrons, Scotch Plains Library Director
Meg Kolaya is readying some new
programs, as well as looking into
whether the library’s future needs
will fit into the present facility or
whether some facility expansion
might be needed.
The library’s $825,000 renovation,
which began late last fall, included a
new roof to replace one that was
prone to chronic leaks that would
often necessitate covering bookshelves and computers in plastic sheet-

ing and spreading buckets throughout the 39-year-old facility on Bartle
Avenue.
In addition, the project involved
five new ADA-compliant restroom
facilities, new handrails on the stairs
and new thermal-paned windows.
Ms. Kolaya said the new windows
resulted in a 25-percent reduction in
gas and electricity consumption in
January and February. She added that
new landscaping would be installed
outside the building in the coming
weeks.
The library has instituted a continuing series of programs aimed at
families with disabilities, Ms. Kolaya
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Clarification

Rich Duthie – GOP, Challenger

Nancy Malool – GOP, Incumbent

Caolyn Sorge – GOP, Incumbent

The article last week about the
Fanwood Council meeting stated the
TDR project will start in two weeks.
The TDR is a pilot program and there
is no timetable established. The article should have said that renovations within the Fanwood development area downtown on South Avenue would start within two weeks.

THE GOSPEL…Timothy Burke stands in public for what he calls ‘Gospel
Theatre for the Streets’ in Westfield at the north side train station parking lot on
Monday. He has been doing this on his own for the last several days to symbolize
the story of Jesus during Easter. He said that the public has been very enthusiastic.
Mr. Burke has just matriculated as a special part-time student in Seton Hall
University’s semenary school. The cross is constructed of timbers from 1952 of the
original Moeller organ salvalged when Mr. Burke helped construct the new organ
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield in 2004.
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FW Planning Board

POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

borough and create a large ratable on
a property that has been vacant for
more than 20 years.
The ordinance called for a frontyard set back of 10 feet and a rearyard set back of 15 feet, while the
project proposed eight, and ten feet,
respectively. One corner of the building has a four-foot side-yard set back
deficiency, sitting only six feet from
the property line.
Professional planner Jennifer
Beahm pointed out that the frontyard set back deficiency was only
needed for buttressing cornices and
trellises that overhang the front
porches by two feet. Each unit will
have a four-foot wide front porch to
add to the Victorian design style of
the buildings, she said. Due to the
non-square shape of the property, the
buildings’ distances from the sidewalks vary from six to 12 feet.
Jeffrey Weinflash, the project manager, said that his client wanted to
retain private property rights and prohibit the public from traversing
through the center of the property.
Several board members, however, said
the redevelopment plan called for an
open, pedestrian-friendly downtown
and that they wanted to permit public
access through the property. The final
decision was that the property would
not be closed off from public access;
the board said they did not foresee the
public utilizing this as a thoroughfare. Several sidewalks surrounding
the property would permit pedestrian
traffic from LaGrande Avenue to
South Avenue.
The professional engineering consultant to the board, Keith Henderson

FW Council
Candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ticket.”
“Rich is a newcomer in town. I
think that he will bring fresh ideas,”
Mr. Trumpp said. “He is a former
Marine captain with an accounting
background, qualities that will bring
a great deal to the council. The council is currently very weak on financial
matters.”
Councilwoman Dolce, currently the
chief operating officer of the Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock, Inc. in
Westfield, has lived in Fanwood for
more than 15 years. She has previously served on Fanwood Recreation
Commission, and was the chairwoman for the Fanwood Strategic
Planning Committee.
Ms. Dolce told The Times, “I have
enjoyed the last three years on the
council and would like to complete
some projects in the future.”
Mr. Valian is employed at Petro
Plastics in Garwood as a technical
salesman. Originally from Linden,
he is married and the father of four
children from ages three to eight. He
has lived in Fanwood for nearly 10
years.
Prior to working at Petro Plastics,
Mr. Valian was employed at the NY
Mercantile Exchange and Smith
Barney. He graduated from Rutgers
University, where he played football,
and he is a volunteer coach for the
youth league football, basketball, and
baseball association.
“I am not coming in with an agenda.
The Democrats approached me
through my involvement in athletics.
I am looking to maintain support of
the council and help the community
of Fanwood get stronger,” Mr. Valian
told The Leader.
Erratum
A front-page article in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last week gave
an incorrect date for Fanwood’s “Festival of Famous Poets.” The event
will be held Friday, April 21, at 7:30
p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center, on
Watson Road adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

of T&M Associates, testified that studies had uncovered several areas of
contaminated soil and ground water
emanating from an off-site source.
That source could not be determined.
As a condition of approval, the board
imposed that the applicant must participate in the DEP’s voluntary remedial-action work plan to remedy the
contamination. As a part of that plan,
the foundations of the buildings would
be capped with a vapor-barrier to
prevent any volatile leaching of contaminated air into the buildings.
Ground test wells would be periodically monitored, Mr. Henderson
stated.
Mr. Weinflash described the units
as luxury townhouses that will be
marketed to young professionals,
most likely with few or no children.
The townhouses would be priced in
the $500,000 range, such that families with children will be priced out,
an engineering consultant from
Schoor DePalma previously told the
board. However, the development is
not age-restricted and there is a large
public playground diagonally across
LaGrande Avenue. Several board
members argued that the third bedroom could be utilized as a study or
office and would not necessarily be
used for children.
A few residents attended the hearing, none of whom asked any questions or made public comments during the public portion of the meeting.
The next agenda meeting of the
board will be on May 15, preceded by
a special meeting to hear the continuation of the Stagaard Place development proposal in the courthouse at
7:30 p.m.

Westfield Car Shows
To be Discontinued
WESTFIELD – Hans Winberg,
president of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, confirmed
to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week that the traditional
summer car shows in downtown
Westfield will no longer be held.
He noted that shows didn’t produce revenue to storekeepers and
require a lot of work by the
Westfield Chamber of Commerce
with little to no benefit.

SP-F BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Every budget becomes increasingly difficult to pass and increasingly important because there’s so
much at stake,” said Mrs. Nelson,
noting that state aid to the district has
remained flat for the past five years.
In an election-night interview with
The Times, District Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol Choye said she was
encouraged to see the budget pass by a
relatively sizeable margin. “Our sensitivity to the needs of the community and
the taxpayers is very high, but their faith
in us is very much appreciated and it will
keep us focused on doing the right things
for our children,” said Dr. Choye.
The budget will enable the district
to hire 17 more teachers at various
grade levels and schools in the district (including special education) to
offset recent and anticipated enrollment increases.
Some of the key capital projects in
the new fiscal blueprint include a new
walkway behind McGinn School, district-wide roof repairs, a new driveway and playground repaving at
Brunner School and locker room renovations at the high school.
In the meantime, the school
district’s Business Administrator,
Anthony Del Sordi, said board officials are already looking ahead.
“We’re starting to plan for next year
and the year after based on our enrollment needs, and we’re still hoping to
settle our (teachers’ union) contract,
so that provides challenges, also.”

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for
Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PRIDE OF THE YANKEES...This vehicle was spotted driving around the area
Saturday, shown above in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

Scotch Plains Library
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Attorney Paul Prior spoke on
Monday, April 10, from 7 to 9 p.m.
about various legal issues facing families of children with disabilities. Mr.
Prior addressed special needs estate
planning issues such as power of attorney, guardianship, medical directives and living wills, protecting inheritances and special needs trusts
and wills.
The yearlong series of programs,
sponsored with the Community Partnership for People with Autism, was
to have kicked off tonight with workshops on “Autism Risk and Safety”
for law enforcement, fire and rescue
personnel, as well as school administrators and parents. But Ms. Kolaya
said that a low registration level, which
she called “disappointing,” meant the
sessions would be canceled and rescheduled at a later date so that emergency services personnel from Scotch
Plains and surrounding towns could
earn continuing education credits for
taking part.
In May, the library will host a program for siblings of disabled individuals. And in the fall, a special
story-time program for autistic children will begin.

With the major building renovations completed, Ms. Kolaya, who
has been library director since late
2002, said a town-wide survey will be
mailed out next month to gauge which
services library patrons are using at
the facility and which services or
programs they would like to see made
available.
She said that a building consultant
will try to project what the library’s
needs might be over the next 10 to 15
years and whether the present facility
is adequate to meet those needs or
whether the building might need an
expansion.
In the meantime, ongoing upgrades
to the children’s room are nearing
completion, and Ms. Kolaya said she
hopes to secure additional computers
for library patrons and look into better utilizing some space in the
building’s basement.
She shared statistics showing
what she termed “phenomenal” attendance figures in recent years.
The number of visitors in the first
three months of the year is 20-percent higher than during the same
period of 2005, and last year’s circulation, she said, was the highest
since the early 1980s.

Sutton, Goines Plead Guilty
In Quick Check Robbery
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –Codefendants
Michael Sutton and Jermaine Goines
pled guilty to charges arising from an
armed robbery last year in Scotch
Plains. Sutton will receive a 12-year
sentence and Goines a 10-year conviction. The two must also restitute
$5,632.95, which covers money stolen and medical reimbursement.
Sutton and Goines, both of Plainfield,
robbed the Quick Chek Food Store on
Westfield Avenue on March 17, 2005,
according to police accounts. Police
said the robbery occurred at 1:50 a.m.,
when two male suspects wearing ski
masks allegedly entered the store and
approached two male employees behind the counter in an office area. Ultimately, Goines, according to Scotch
Plains Lieutenant Brian Donnelly, drove
the getaway car after Sutton pistol
whipped the manager and made off

SP Council
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Beginning on Thursday, June 8, offices at the municipal building will operate on modified summer hours, as they
have for the past several years. Offices
will remain open until 7:30 p.m. on
Thursdays and close in early afternoon
on Fridays. Mr. Atkins said residents
will be encouraged to take advantage of
the extended Thursday hours if they
have municipal business to transact, saying it is convenient for those who work
or have other conflicts that prevent them
from coming to the municipal building
during the day. The modified hours will
be in effect through the end of August.
At next Tuesday’s regular meeting, nine students from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Distributive Education Club of America
(DECA) program will sit in for the
mayor and council as well as the
township manager, township attorney and township clerk and, as they
do every year, act as the governing
body by running the meeting, casting votes, making announcements
and discussing any other relevant
matters. At this week’s conference
meeting, the students were briefed
on how a meeting is run while receiving background information on
the workings of local government.

with money from the drop safe.
A police chase ensued into North
Plainfield where the driver of the car,
Sutton, was arrested. Goines fled on
foot, only to be apprehended days later.
Lieutenant Donnelly said that both
suspects were involved in robberies
in Somerset (North Plainfield) and
Middlesex Counties. “Through a combination of different avenues and tips,
we got a search warrant and found
incriminating evidence at Goines’
residence in Plainfield. They had been
involved together in the past.”
Goines was sentenced on March 3
after pleading guilty to robbery, resisting arrest purposely and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (cocaine), with intent to distribute within
1,000 feet of school property.
Union County Executive Assistant
Prosecutor Robert O’Leary told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
Sutton “pled before the judge and admitted to having a gun in his possession
on March 17 on the date of the crime,
took out the semiautomatic, pointed it
at an employee and said, ‘If you don’t
give me the money, I’ll shoot you.’”
Under the “certain persons offense,”
Sutton received a second separate conviction on illegal possession of a
weapon. Union County Investigations
Supervisor David Hancock told The
Times that because of prior convictions, under New Jersey law, Sutton
cannot own a gun, and possession of
one “constitutes an automatic conviction and a new crime.” The five years
received on this offense will run concurrent to the 12-year sentence.
According to Mr. O’Leary, Goines
said both men intended to rob the store,
that he took the cash after Sutton showed
the weapon and later drove the getaway
car. Mr. O’Leary said “under New Jersey law, you are considered an accomplice (and equally liable under the sentencing provisions) if you commit an
overt act that assists in the commission
of the crime. This can include the role
of a lookout, for example, a getaway
driver, a setup man—tells the bad guy
when to rob and what door to go in—or
if you supply the weapon, split in the
proceeds or anything like that.”
Mr. O’Leary added that these cases
qualify for the state’s no-early-release
statute, meaning both men will have to
serve at least 85 percent of the full
sentence before they can be considered for parole release.

OWEN BRAND

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 10, a resident of Country
Club Lane reported being the victim of
theft. The resident stated that he parked his
vehicle in front of his apartment and unknown persons entered the unlocked vehicle and took approximately $25 in change.
Monday, April 10, a high school student reported being the victim of theft.
The victim stated that his cell phone was
taken from his locked locker. The value
of the phone was approximately $470.
Tuesday, April 11, a Front Street business owner reported being the victim of
theft. One or more unknown persons entered his trailer and removed several items.
Entrance was gained by smashing the
lock off the trailer. The value of the missing items is not yet known.
Tuesday, April 11, Tywan Mickens,
33, of Newark was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. According
to police, officers responded to a call
from a Westfield Avenue convenience
store stating that the suspect was demanding money from customers.
Upon investigation, it was determined
Mickens had several outstanding warrants. After arresting him, police found
the marijuana on his person. He was processed and released to the Newark Police
Department.
Wednesday, April 12, a resident of
Rahway Road reported being the victim
of theft. He stated that one or more unknown persons removed pieces of his
outgoing mail. The victim stated that a
check and a bill were removed from his
mailbox.
Fanwood
Friday, April 7, David J. Cipriani, 42,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at
Terrill Road, which revealed outstanding
warrants.
Friday, April 7, Anthony M. Jeffries,
40, of New Brunswick was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande
Street at First Street,which revealed outstanding warrants. He was also charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS).
Saturday, April 8, Mark E. Williams,
38, of Jersey City was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
North Avenue, which revealed numerous
outstanding warrants.
Monday, April 10, Karin L. Gonzales,
27, of Carteret was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue at Hetfield
Avenue revealed outstanding warrants.
Tuesday, April 11, Jason L. Mungin,
25, of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue at Terrill
Road revealed outstanding warrants.
Thursday, April 13, David R. Klizer,
44, of Warren was arrested on numerous
outstanding warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue at Hetfield
Avenue.
Thursday, April 13, Santos Menjikvar,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue
and Ridge Way for allegedly providing
false information to officers.
Saturday, April 15, Jaclyn A. Gracie,
25, of Carteret was arrested on an outstanding warrant following a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue at Trenton
Avenue.
Saturday, April 15, Audrey B. Cauthen,
40, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at Cottage Way.
Saturday, April 15, Phillipe Coissi, 41,
of Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue at Fifth
Street, which revealed an outstanding warrant.
Saturday,April 15, Arthur D. Frink, Jr.
of Middlesex was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop,which revealed an
outstanding warrant.
Saturday, April 15, Joseph M. Buch,
Jr. 28, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct following a field investigation.
Monday, April 17, Raquel J. Hood, 37,
of Callicoon, N.Y. was arrested following a motor vehicle stop, which revealed
outstanding warrants.
Monday, April 17, Germaine A.
Gilmore-Ogiste, 22, of Orange was arrested on numerous outstanding warrants
following a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue and Watson Road.
Monday, April 17, William J. Belin,
42, was arrested on numerous outstanding warrants following a motor vehicle
stop at North Avenue and Terrill Road.
Monday, April 17, Harriet E. Williams, 55, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Martine Avenue on outstanding warrants. She was also charged with
resisting arrest.
Westfield
Saturday, April 8, Michael Johnson,
30, of Westfield was arrested in the 200
block of Cacciola Place on a no-bail Union
County Sheriff’s Office warrant. He was
turned over to the Sheriff’s office.
Saturday, April 8, a Cumberland Street
resident reported being the victim of an
attempted robbery as he was exiting his
motor vehicle in the 300 block of North
Scotch Plains Avenue.
The victim told police that a black male
between six-feet-three-inches and sixfeet-four-inches tall approached him and
demanded his money, at which time the
victim fled the scene.
Sunday, April 9, Gregory G. Giresi,
24, of Westfield was arrested in the 1400
block of Central Avenue and charged

with possession of drug paraphernalia.
He was issued a summons and released.
Monday, April 10, Jason Dixon, 26, of
Westfield was arrested at South Avenue
and Cacciola Place on a no-bail warrant
issued by the Union County Superior
Court. He was remanded to the custody of
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
Monday, April 10, Kevin Lantz, 20, of
Westfield was arrested on Harrow Road
on a $300 contempt-of-court warrant out
of Union. He was released after posting
bail.
Tuesday, April 11, James Dornelus,
21, of Roselle was arrested in the 300
block of East South Avenue on an Elizabeth traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $110 bail.
Tuesday, April 11, Lathell Blaine, 2nd,
21, Michael Lowery, 22, and Christopher
Lecky, 23, all of Plainfield, were arrested
on multiple charges following a motor
vehicle stop at the Route 28 plaza.
Each was charged with possession of
over 50 grams of suspected marijuana;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS)/marijuana with intent to
distribute; possession of CDS with intent
to distribute within 1,000 feet of a school;
possession with intent to distribute within
500 feet of a public park; possession of a
weapon (a handgun) for unlawful purposes; unlawful possession of a firearm;
possession of hollow point bullets; possession of drug paraphernalia and receiving stolen property. Police said the handgun had been stolen.
Lowery also was charged with hindering apprehension and possession of a handgun by a convicted felon. His bail was set
at $50,000. Bail for Blaine and Lecky was
set at $25,000 each. Authorities confirmed
that all three suspects posted bail.
Thursday, April 13, Westfield police
reported the arrest of two men in connection with a strong-arm robbery that occurred April 10 in the parking lot of a North
Avenue store, in which an 82-year-old
Watchung woman had her purse stolen.
Charles Davis, 32, of Newark, the man
alleged to have snatched the purse, and
Bilal Muslim, 40, of Plainfield, who reportedly accompanied Davis to the scene,
were arrested on the afternoon of April 13
in Edison and charged with robbery.
Edison police took the pair into custody
after spotting them in a stolen car – the
same one believed to have been used
during the robbery in Westfield.
Davis and Muslim also have been
charged with three similar robberies in
Edison, according to Captain Clifford
Auchter of the Westfield Police Department, who added that other towns are
now looking into whether the men may be
involved in further incidents. The suspects were being held in the Middlesex
County jail on $150,000 bail each.
Friday, April 14, Eulogio Morales, 37,
of Roselle Park was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop in the 500 block of
Boulevard on a Roselle Park contemptof-court warrant for $500. He posted bail.
Friday, April 14, during a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Cumberland Street, Noel Chambers, 19,
of Middlesex was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. He was released on
his own recognizance.
Charles Rean, 3rd, 20, of Roselle, a
passenger in the vehicle, also was arrested
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana as well as
with hindering apprehension. He also was
arrested on a Middlesex Borough contempt of court warrant for $418. Rean was
released on his own recognizance after
posting bail on the warrant.
Saturday, April 15, Patrick Meredith,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested during
the investigation of a motor vehicle accident in the 600 block of Dorian Road. He
was charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Meredith, who suffered a minor injury
as a result of the accident, was treated by
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel at the
scene and released. He was released on
his own recognizance on the charges.
Mountainside
Wednesday, April 12, Jessica
Guzenski, 27, of South Plainfield was
arrested at the Elizabeth Police Department on an outstanding warrant for $900.
Thursday, April 13, an Old Tote Road
resident reported being the victim of criminal mischief. The victim reported that he
received an anonymous phone call on his
business cell phone stating that the caller
had observed a tall, skinny, balding white
male, approximately 40 years old with
gray hair, vandalize the victim’s vehicle,
which was parked in a church parking lot.
According to police, the caller also stated
that the suspect smashed the windshield
several times before running off into the
woods near Deerfield School. Surveillance cameras at the school will be checked
to confirm the report.
Friday, April 14, Eric John, 18, of
Newark and Harry Torres, 19, of Newark,
along with two juveniles, were arrested
and charged with possession of a stolen
vehicle in a Route 22 movie theater parking lot. They were also charged with
possession of burglary tools, which included vice grips and screwdrivers.
Saturday, April 15, Ishmail J. Poindexter,
19, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for operating a vehicle with a suspended license. He
was also arrested on an outstanding warrant in the amount of $280.
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HONORING THE FALLEN…More than 2,000 firefighters attended the funeral
service of Franklin Township volunteer firefighter Kevin Apuzzio at St. Michael’s
Church in Union Township. Mr. Apuzzio, a Union native and Rutgers University
student, was killed in the line of duty last week when a floor collapsed beneath him
while he was trying to save a 75-year-old woman trapped inside a burning house.
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Police Arrest Clark Man for
Role in Fatal Car Accident
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
police arrested a 20-year-old Clark
man in connection with a March 11
automobile accident that killed a 21year-old man, also from Clark.
Lieutenant Brian Donnelly said
Edward Hamilton, 20, was arrested at
police headquarters after turning himself in on April 12 and was charged
with death by auto. Hamilton faces a
maximum of five to 10 years in prison
if convicted, the lieutenant said.
“It was his passenger that died,”
said Lieutenant Donnelly, referring
to Mark Albert Costa, 21, who was
pronounced dead on the scene.
“That (the length of the sentence if
convicted) will be up to the prosecutor and the judge,” said Lieutenant
Donnelly. He said Hamilton faces a
hearing, at which he will be informed
of the charge against him, and a separate arraignment, at which he will
enter a plea to the charge.
He is free after posting $100,000
bail set by State Superior Court Judge
Joseph Perfilio on April 12 at the Union

County Courthouse. Lieutenant
Donnelly said laboratory tests indicated that Hamilton was operating the
vehicle while under the influence of
narcotics. Police also took statements
from witnesses. The lieutenant would
not indicate the nature of the narcotics.
“We still have to tie up some loose
ends,” he said, noting that police are
completing witness interviews.
Police said the accident occurred
when the Dodge pickup truck Hamilton
was driving sideswiped another vehicle on the Martine Avenue extension. After the two cars struck, the
pickup veered off the road and struck
a tree on the passenger side of the car,
where Costa was sitting.
A backseat passenger, Anthony
Branhan, 22, of Rahway, sustained
“various fractures” in the accident.
Hamilton sustained facial injuries.
Mr. Costa was a junior at Montclair
State University where he was class
president and a member of the trackand-field and swimming teams. He
was a 2002 graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark.

Apply Now to Keep
Passports Up-to-Date
COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has reminded county
residents to apply for their United
States passports as early as possible to
avoid any complications that may disrupt their summer travel plans. With
significant changes in United States
passport laws now in effect, she said it
is important for travelers to make sure
that their documents are up to date.
Since January 1 of this year, new
federal regulations stipulate that a
passport is required for all air and sea
travel to or from the Caribbean, Bermuda and Central and South America.
As of December 31, the regulations
will be broadened to include all air
and sea travel to or from Canada and
Mexico. As of December 31, 2007, a
passport will be required for all air,
sea and land border crossings in the
Western Hemisphere.
Passport application forms may be
obtained at the county clerk’s main
office in the Union County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth
or at the county clerk’s office annex at

300 North Avenue East in Westfield.
Applications for passports and related information also can be found
online at http://www.ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/passport.html.
The Westfield Annex is the only
county clerk’s office in the state that
is open during evening hours. The
Westfield annex is open from 8 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
and can be reached at (908) 654-9859.
The Elizabeth office is open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday and can be reached at
(908) 527-4966.
Clients are asked to arrive at least
15 minutes prior to closing time to
allow for staff assistance with the
passport process.
Passport customers should allow a
sufficient amount of time to apply
and receive their passport before traveling. They should allow up to eight
weeks for routine processing of passport applications.
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Cranford Resident Sues
Over Distribution of Grants
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THANK YOU FOR FINDING ME…My name is Lola, and I became lost about
April 10 around Mountainview Drive and Hillside Avenue in the Westfield or
Mountainside area. I want to thank the nice people who found me and returned
me to my family – I missed them very much, especially Alex and Katie.

Kean: Menendez Misleads
Students and Teachers
WESTFIELD – U.S. Senate hopeful and State Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
issued the following statement in response to challenger Bob Menendez’s
visit to Ramapo University last week
talking about lowering the cost of
higher education:
“It’s totally disingenuous for Bob
Menendez to have a discussion on how
to make higher education more affordable when he’s a supporter of (Governor Jon) Corzine’s extensive cuts to
higher education. You can’t have it both
ways. Just three weeks ago, Menendez
was praising Governor Corzine for presenting ‘the most honest, fiscally responsible budget in years.’ Unfortunately for Menendez, Corzine’s nightmare budget calls for $169 million in
cuts to higher education.
“It’s misleading when Bob
Menendez talks about making higher
education more affordable. The cuts
recommended by Jon Corzine are real
– and they will lead to tuition increases on students. If Bob Menendez
really wants to do something to help
make higher education more afford-

Arbor Day Program
Slated for April 28
FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Shade Tree Commission will hold its
annual Arbor Day Program on Friday, April 28 at 4 p.m. in Carriage
House Park on Watson Road. The
program will feature the Park Middle
School Environmental Club. There
will also be a free tree give-away.

able, he should answer my challenge
and oppose the budget put forward by
Jon Corzine.
“Higher taxes are not the answer –
and New Jersey residents should not
be forced to pay one penny more in
higher taxes until we have wholesale
government reform. My campaign is
about forcing change on a broken system. You are either part of the problem
or part of the solution. My challenge to
Bob Menendez stands: Take a stand
and oppose Jon Corzine’s budget.”

Health Dept. to Hold
Event on Flu, Pandemic
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department will
present a public information session
on Avian influenza and pandemic
planning Monday, May 1, starting at
7 p.m. in the community room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, located
at 425 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Pre-registration is requested so the
room can accommodate all that attend. Please call (908) 789-4070 to
pre-register. There is no fee for this
presentation.
The presentation will give an update and general information on avian
influenza and what the local health
department is doing to prepare for a
pandemic event, should one occur.
This presentation is open only to the
residents of Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit
and Westfield.

CRANFORD – A Cranford attorney has filed a lawsuit against Governor Jon Corzine and State Treasurer
Bradley Abelow to block distribution
of $25 million in unspent so-called
“Christmas Tree” or slush funds. The
money is part of $128 million in grants
appropriated in the Fiscal 2005 and
2006 budgets.
In his lawsuit, filed in State Superior Court in Mercer County on March
30, David Robinson charged that $128
million in grants were illegally administered in the Fiscal Year 2005
and 2006 budgets.
Mr. Robinson, a registered Republican who is funding the suit on his
own, is seeking to have grants returned to the state treasury.
The suit questions how $88 million
in the 2005 and $40 million in the
2006 appropriations acts, listed under “Property Tax Assistance and
Community Development Block
Grants,” were distributed.
Governor Corzine last week froze
the remaining $25 million in the grant
program and ordered a review of how
the funds are distributed.
These grants, according to the
suit, included distribution of “millions of dollars to municipalities
with mayors that also serve in positions of legislative leadership, hundreds of thousands to corporations
whose board members included legislators in positions of legislative
leadership, and hundreds of thousands of dollars to corporations
whose employees included legislators in positions of legislative leadership.”
“It’s a shame that in New Jersey it
takes a private citizen spending his
own money to try to stop the unconstitutional expenditure of funds,” according to a statement by Mr.
Robinson on The Center for Constitutionality website.
Mr. Robinson’s attorney, Mark
Sheridan, also a Republican, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that three
grants amounting to $3 million were
awarded on December 7, 2004 in the
FY Appropriations Act to the Hudson
County town of West NewYork, where
former Assembly Speaker Albio Sires
serves as mayor. Mr. Sires is running
for the Congressional seat vacated by
U.S. Senator Robert Menendez.
The suit charges that the city’s governing body did not officially pass
resolutions to apply for the money
until January 25, 2005. A similar action reportedly occurred when

Babyland Family Services in Newark
was advised it been awarded a
$200,000 grant six days prior to the
passage of a resolution by its board to
apply for the funding.
A legal brief filed by Mr. Robinson
states that “the executive branch abdicated its constitutional responsibility by allowing the legislative
branch to administer the appropriated funds” of $128 million over two
years.
Mr. Sheridan said that 90 percent
of Community Block, Homeland Security and Department of Community Affairs (DCA) grants have been
distributed to Democratic legislative districts the past two years. The
suit focuses on the block grant program.
“It’s (the distribution of grants)
something that David and I have spoken about for awhile,” he said.
Mr. Sheridan said former State
Treasurer John McCormick is on
tape stating, “The legislature controls the way this money is distributed.”
“The manner in which these grants
were administered is unconstitutional,” he said. “You cannot (appropriate) these funds and hand out
money as the legislators feel fit.”
Mr. Robinson could not be reached
by press deadline.

SP Committee Plans
Memorial Day Parade
Plans for the 2006 Scotch PlainsFanwood Memorial Day Parade are
now underway. This year’s parade
will be held on Monday, May 29.
“The parade has a rich tradition of
excellent support from the residents
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. All
civic, school and community organizations are invited to participate in
the parade to honor America’s fallen
heroes,” according to a press release
from the committee.
The theme for this year’s parade is
“Support Our Troops – A Salute To
Those Who Serve.”
“The parade will recognize the
dedication, commitment and sacrifices of the men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States
who have served and continue to serve
in the defense of America in the War
on Terror,” according to the press
release.
Anyone interested in participating
in the parade is asked to contact Toni
Rollis of the Memorial Day Parade
Committee at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 314.

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.
Attorney At Law
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PUBLIC NOTICE
County of Union

What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.
Virtual surgery that can treat even
inoperable tumors.
Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor. Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body. And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time. Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.
For more information call 1-800-247-9580
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

A member of

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a Public Hearing will be
held by the COUNTY of UNION on May 9, 2006, May 10,
2006, and May 17, 2006 to discuss the diversion/disposal of
various County parkland properties subject to Green Acres
restrictions in the Townships of Scotch Plains and Union and the
City of Summit, the properties in question are 163 Glenside
Avenue, Scotch Plains, (Lot 9, Block 5301) approximately
7,573 sq. ft., 3 Kipling Road, Scotch Plains, (Lot 2, Block 5401)
approximately 13,204 sq. ft., 836 Chestnut Street, Union (a
portion of Lot 2, Block 3002) approximately 45,558 sq. ft.
(1.046 acres) and 65 Stanley Avenue, Summit, (Lot 2, Block
604) approximately 2.19 acres. The disposition of these properties is sought by the County as the properties are all improved
lots for which the County does not have a public purpose. The
properties are existing housing stock and continuing as housing
stock is in the public interest. The annual cost to maintain the
improved properties drains from the County’s limited resources
for park activities. Information regarding the proposed diversion can be obtained by forwarding a SASE to the County of
Union, Administration Building, Law Department, Attn: Improved Parkland Disposal Diversion Application Scopes Report, 2 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, N.J. 07207
The Public Hearing scheduled for May 17, 2006, will be held
at County Engineering Building at 6:30P.M., 2325 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076. The Public Hearing
scheduled for May 10, 2006 will be held at the Union Township
Municipal Building at 6:30 P.M., 1976 Morris Avenue, Union,
N.J., 07083. The Public Hearing scheduled for May 9, 2006,
will be held at the Summit Municipal Building, Council Chamber at 6:30 P.M., 512 Springfield Avenue, Summit, N. J., 07901
Persons are invited to comment at the hearing, if interested,
they will be required to register at the hearing by listing their
name and address on a sign-in sheet. In order to assure an
orderly process and inclusion of all desiring to speak, the
Chairperson will call persons from such list in the order received.
Written comments are also invited and should be forwarded to
the Clerk of the Board, County of Union, Board of Chosen
Freeholders, Attn: Improved Parkland Disposal Diversion Application, Union County Administration Building, 6th Floor, 2
Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207. It is also
requested that a copy of those comments be forwarded to the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green
Acres Program, Bureau of Legal Services and Stewardship, P.O.
Box 412, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0412. It is requested that
these comments be provided prior to the close of business on
June 2, 2006.
This notice is intended to comply with the requirements of
N.J.A.C. §7:36-26.8(b) governing public scoping hearings on
the diversion/sale or exchange of County parkland property.
NICOLE L. TEDESCHI, CLERK OF THE BOARD
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Stender Moves to Ban
Herbal Hallucinogen
SCOTCH PLAINS – Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) announced that she is crafting legislation to ban salvia
divinorum, a potent hallucinogen that
is being sold as a trendy legal drug to
young people on the Internet and in
stores that sell youth-oriented paraphernalia.
If enacted into law, Asw. Stender
said her legislation would make New
Jersey the third state in the country to
ban the powerful herb. Louisiana and
Missouri already outlaw the drug,
and it is illegal in Australia, Italy and
Denmark.
Asw. Stender said her bill would be
a “preventative measure,” since law
enforcement authorities in New Jersey have not attributed any deaths or
addiction problems to the drug.
“Salvia Divinorum is one of the
most world’s most powerful hallucinogenic drugs, with side effects comparable to LSD,” she said. “Word
about the hallucinogenic effects of
the plant is spreading rapidly among
young people at college campuses
and through email exchanges. It is
something we should get on top of
before kids start showing up at treatment centers, emergency rooms and
doctors’ offices.”
Asw. Stender said she learned of
the issue in the wake of the death of a
17-year-old Delaware youth, Brett
Chidester, who committed suicide in
January, several months after starting
to smoke the herbal drug. Brett’s parents attribute the boy’s death to salvia
tips, and Delaware State Senator
Karen Peterson has introduced legislation to ban the substance in her
state.
Gardeners know salvia divinorum
as “diviner’s sage.” The drug is sold
in leaf and liquid form at “head shops”
and websites across the United States.
The salvia leaf is smoked or chewed

Kean Claims Menendez
Obstructs Alien Ban
MOUNTAINSIDE – United States
Senate candidate Tom Kean, Jr. has
condemned challenger Bob
Menendez’s obstruction of a vote on
an amendment to the immigration
bill before the Senate. Sen. Kean,
who serves in the state senate, said
the amendment would prevent criminal aliens from participating in a temporary worker program.
“Barring illegal aliens convicted of
felonies from obtaining U.S. citizenship is common sense,” said Sen.
Kean. “Clearly Bob Menendez is
more concerned with playing politics
than with confronting the problem of
illegal immigrants with criminal
records.”
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Global Warming Bill Would
Impose Gas Restrictions

to produce hallucinations similar to
the side effects of LSD, including
out-of body experiences, fits of wild
laughter and nausea, along with symptoms of depression.
While there are only anecdotal connections between the Delaware
youth’s death and salvia use, Mrs.
Stender said the suicide raises warning flags that must be heeded.
“Since the effects of salvia
divinorum are synonymous with LSD,
it would be logical to treat possession
and use of the drug in the same manner as LSD,” said the assemblywoman. “There is a need to protect
the public at large. People shouldn’t
be driving cars or operating machinery when using this stuff.”
Salvia dividorum is member of the
mint family and is commonly grown
in some parts of Mexico’s Sierra
Mazatec region, where it is used in
religious ceremonies by local Mazatec
Indians.
The salvia plant produces large
amounts of an extremely potent hallucinogen, salvinorin A. When ingested by smoking or chewing,
Salvinorin A targets a single chemical receptor in the brain and creates
an effect that researchers say is close
to general anesthesia.
Salvia divinorum is not listed in
the federal Controlled Substances
Act but the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration reportedly is considering whether to outlaw the substance.
The assemblywoman said she plans
to complete her bill in April and formally introduce it in May.

FW Policing Alliance
Welcomes Sensei
FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Community Policing Alliance will
have its regular monthly meeting at
7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 26, at
the Forest Road Park Building in
Fanwood.
This month the alliance will have a
special guest – Sensei Jon Robinson
– of the Gattai Martial Arts Dojo from
Plainfield. He will provide a basic
introduction to self-defense. Master
Robinson is a sixth-degree black belt
holder and an instructor of students
of all ages.
This event is free and open to the
public and is designed for people
who have never had any self-defense
training. The Fanwood Community
Policing Alliance is sponsoring this
event to provide some basic moves
that anyone can perform to help reduce the chances of being victimized
and/or injured during a potential assault.

EMERGENCY TRAINING...Eighty child-care directors gathered recently to
learn about emergency preparedness. Pictured, left to right, are: Ellen Shelley,
County of Union; Timothy Williams, AGL/Elizabethtown Gas); Tracey Owate,
Community Coordinated Child Care; Ben Laganga, County of Union; Dr.
Dinorah Frontera, Trinitas Hospital; Frances Palm, 2-1-1/First Call For Help;
James Horne, Jr., United Way of Greater Union County; Tom Graham, County
of Union; Dr. Karen Ensle. Cooperative Research & Extension of Union County.

Child-Care Dirs. Discuss
Public Health Emergencies
AREA – More than 80 directors of
child-care centers throughout Union
County recently learned how to better
plan and prepare for public health
emergencies. The workshop, hosted
by Elizabethtown Gas, focused on
ways to respond and protect children
during natural disasters, acts of terrorism and other emergency situations.
The workshop was organized by
Union County’s Partners for Healthy
Children, a coalition of government
and non-profit agencies focused on
improving the health and safety of
young children.
James Horne, Jr., Chief Executive
Officer of United Way of Greater
Union County, served as moderator
for the panel discussions.
“In today’s world, it is essential for
all organizations to have effective
plans to prepare for emergencies,”
Mr. Horne said. “The Planning for
Emergencies in Child Care Workshop gives our local child care pro-

viders tangible steps and procedures
that can help save lives.”
Throughout the day, panel members and attendees discussed issues
relating to emergency management,
trauma and its effect on children,
mental health resources, food safety
and information and referral.
Panel members included: Ben
Laganga, Director of the County of
Union’s Division of Environmental
Health and Emergency Management;
Dr. Karen Ensle, department head of
Rutgers Cooperative Research &
Extension of Union County – a division of Rutgers University; Tom Graham, Union County mental health
administrator; Frances Palm, executive director of 2-1-1 First Call For
Help; Ellen Shelley, Union County
Lincs epidemiologist, County of
Union, and Dr. Dinorah Frontera,
doctor of clinical psychology and
program director of the therapeutic
nursery at Trinitas Hospital.

Women Voters to Sponsor
Talk on Freedom In Politics
COUNTY – Anthony Troncone
will discuss “Freedom in Modern
American Politics” at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 3, at the Cranford
Community Center at 220 Walnut Avenue in Cranford. The Union County
Council of the League of Women Voters will sponsor this program.
An assistant professor of history at
Dominican College in Orangeburg,
NY, Mr. Troncone is an instructor for
LIFE (Learning is Forever) classes, a
free off-campus program for senior
citizens sponsored by Union County
College.
He graduated from Kean College
in Union and holds master and doc-

SCOTCH PLAINS – Citing mounting public concerns about the threat of
global warming, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) has
announced that she will introduce legislation that would impose strict limits
in New Jersey on the release of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases.
If enacted, the legislation could
make New Jersey the first state in the
country to reduce the levels of ozonedepleting gases produced by power
plants, oil refineries and industrial
facilities. Her measure would closely
mirror a bill recently introduced in
the California State Legislature.
“The question no longer is one of
whether global warming is occurring;
the question is when are we going to
take steps to do something about it,”
said Asw. Stender (D). “Global warming is no longer the stuff of science
fiction. It has become reality.”
Speaking on the March 19 broadcast of the CBS television network’s
“60 Minutes” news documentary program, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration scientist James Hansen
warned the nation that indisputable
evidence shows an acceleration of global warming, Asw. Stender said.
A new public opinion survey by
Time magazine and ABC News shows
that 85 percent of Americans believe
global warming is at hand and 87
percent think government needs to do
something about reducing gashouse
emissions contributing to the problem, she said.
Asw. Stender said her bill would
require greenhouse-gas emissions to
be rolled back to 1990 levels by the year
2020. She said the measure would save
New Jersey families and businesses
billions of dollars by reducing reliance
on fossil fuels and increasing investment in strategies and businesses that
develop cleaner energy technologies.
“Our state and country have come to
a critical juncture on global warming:

we can take action now to protect life
and property or we can dawdle and
pay a steep price later for failing to get
off the dime,” Asw. Stender said.
She said New Jersey has a “unique”
opportunity to be a crusading force in
curbing global warming and promoting new technologies and strategies to
counteract greenhouse gas emissions.
The burning of fossil fuels in industrial facilities and motor vehicles
produces greenhouse gases. Scientists increasingly link the rise of atmospheric gases and temperatures to
climate change across the globe, Asw.
Stender said.
The measure would aim to cut six
greenhouse gases, including carbon
dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, sulfur hexafluoride, hydroflurocarbons
(HFCs) and polyflurochemicals
(PFCs) — products commonly found
in household cleaners, water-repellant sprays, insulation, air conditioning and inhalers.
“This is a vital step in protecting
our state’s environmental resources
and the health of New Jerseyans,”
Asw. Stender said. “New Jersey’s
aggressive protection of its resources
will set a national tone. Other states
could follow our lead in supporting
clean energy and meeting the standards of the Kyoto Protocol.”
The measure would direct the state’s
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to set reduction standards
for emissions from commercial sources
and would collect data on industries
producing the most greenhouse gas.
She noted that the United States failed
to become a partner to the Kyoto Protocol, the United Nations’ universal plan
to reduce industrial emissions by 25
percent to 1990 levels. She said the
U.S. is currently “only a symbolic partner” to the global pact to reduce greenhouse emissions and global warming.
She plans to complete the bill in
April and formally introduce it in May.

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC

toral degrees in history from Rutgers
University in New Brunswick. His
areas of specialization are American
and global social history and the history of ethnicity and race. He also is
the author of several publications.
The talk is free and open to the
public, but reservations are requested.
Interested individuals are asked to
call (908) 687-4285 or e-mail
sydelleh@comcast.net.
A non-partisan citizens organization that studies and acts upon issues
of importance, the League of Women
Voters is open to all those interested.
Further information is available at
www.lwvnj.org.

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella
Criminal Defense - Federal & State
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

& COUNTRY
TOWN
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace
Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices.
In fact, our top three hundred items are ranked as the best prices in town. Shop at Town & Country for cheese,
gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry. What’s more,
our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”

Spring Spirits Blossom at Town & Country.
RUM

TEQUILA

GIN

Jose Cuervo Gold 1.75 liter

$33.99

Bacardi Silver 1.75 liter

$19.99

Bombay Sapphire 1.75 liter

$34.99

Pepe Lopez White 1.75 liter

$25.99

Bacardi “O” 750 ml.

$11.99

Bombay 1.75 liter

$27.99

Corazon Reposado 750 ml.

$38.99

Bacardi Limon 750 ml.

$11.99

Beefeater 1.75 liter

$26.99

Herradura Anejo 750 ml.

$39.99

Captain Morgan Spiced Rum 1.75 liter

$24.99

Plymouth 750 ml.

$18.99

Sauza Commerativo 750 ml.

$19.99

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay 750 ml.

$16.99

Junipero 750 ml.

$25.99

Seagrams 1.75 liter

$14.99

Jose Cuervo Reserva de la Familia 750 ml. $78.99

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay Mango 750 ml. $16.99

Partida Blanco 750 ml.

$39.99

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay Pineapple 750 ml. $16.99

Cabo Wabo Reposado 750 ml.

$42.99

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay Passion 750 ml. $16.99

VODKA

Cabo Wabo Blanco 750 ml.

$34.99

Malibu 1.75 liter

$23.99

Viking Fjord 1.75 liter

$17.99

Malibu Mango 750 ml.

$15.99

Tito’s Handmade 1.75 liter

$30.99

Malibu Pineapple 750 ml.

$15.99

Xellent 750 ml.

$27.99

VERMOUTH
Campari 750 ml.

$19.99

Myer’s Dark 750 ml.

$31.99

Jean Marc XO 750 ml.

$41.99

Pimm's Cup 750 ml.

$13.99

Gosling's Black Seal 1 liter

$14.99

Chopin 750 ml.

$25.99

Martini & Rossi Dry Vermouth 750 ml.

$5.49

Hangar One Citron 750 ml.

$27.99

Noilly Pratt Dry Vermouth 1 liter

$6.99

Van Gogh Double Espresso 750 ml.

$25.99

Stolichnaya Cranberi 750 ml.

$16.99

Svedka Clementine 1 liter

$11.99

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.
WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090

908-232-8700

Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m. Free Parking
We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax.
We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed
by New Jersey State Law will apply.

All prices are valid from 4/20/06 - 4/26/06.
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Confidence Expressed in Our
Schools Systems is Well Deserved
The Westfield and the Scotch Plains schools systems are to be congratulated for involving the citizens in the public education process. More than
5,000 citizens voted in Westfield and about 4,000
citizens voted in Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The communities responded to the hard work of the Boards of
Education and the candidates by approving the budgets. Incumbents were reelected.
School elections normally have a dismal turnout
compared to the general elections in November
where about 60 percent of those registered actually
vote. The towns have a high percentage of eligible
voters registered – Westfield has about 19,000 registered voters with a population of 30,000. Despite the
modest size of their populations, the number of
people voting in our towns ranks them number one
and two in the county, a county with a total population of over 500,000 people!
To us, this is the mark of strong and successful
systems. Mountainside, Clark and Garwood provided similar support for their smaller systems. This
local success occurred even though the public in

eight of the 19 school systems in the county defeated
proposals and expressed ‘No Confidence.’
Westfield, often a leader in citizen involvement in
our view, took a bold step this year by opening the
polls from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m., while most other systems
opened the polls only from 2 to 9 p.m. This resulted
in a higher turnout and a true measure of the community support. Last year, about 3,000 people in
Westfield and about 3,400 people in Scotch PlainsFanwood voted in the school elections. Both districts
are about the same size.
In complete contrast, the failed systems in the
county, Elizabeth and Plainfield, Abbott schools,
had dismal voter turnouts. Elizabeth, a town of
120,000 people (four times the population of
Westfield), had only about 1,700 people voting.
Plainfield, with a population of about 50,000, had
only a little more than a thousand people voting. This
is dreadful – something must be done.
Congratulations to everyone who ran for office,
and thank you for submitting letters of your views for
us to publish for our readers.

Letters to the Editor
We Need the Actions of All Good People in Our Towns,
Believers and Non-Believers; Secularist and Not
Publish columns by local clergy? As a
completely secular person – an atheist
and secular humanist – I say fine. You
should give readers a sampling of commentary by community leaders.
But it’s absurd to suggest, as Sam Della
Fera Jr.’s letter of April 13 does, that a
secular approach to life produces only
subjects for news articles about “violent
crimes and spiteful neighbors.” The topics of local interest in that same edition
included taxes, public education, parkland
use, civic organizations, sanitation, the
library, sports and culture. All of these are
secular in nature, although it is true that,
in one way or another, these human activities and issues are informed by the
values and ideals we hold.
My values don’t come from religion.
Where Mr. Della Fera is incorrect about
people like me is his implication that we
who are secular have the wrong values or,
even worse, no values, so that the
“byproducts” of such a distasteful (to
him) life-stance can only be crime and
spitefulness. I belong to several completely secular, humanist organizations,
among which is the American Humanist
Association (AHA). To summarize, the
AHA defines humanism as “a rational
philosophy informed by science, inspired
by art, and motivated by compassion.
Affirming the dignity of each human being, it…recognizes human beings as a
part of nature and holds that values…have
their source in human nature, experience
and culture. Humanism thus derives the
goals of life from human need…and asserts that humanity must take responsibility for its own destiny.”
It’s clear that non-believers who are
humanists approach life with strong values. I’ll go even further. I think the values
of “hope, compassion and charity” that
Mr. Della Fera rightfully applauds, precede religion, philosophy and the spoken
word. Our sense of morality and goodness comes by way of our inheritance
from our human and animal ancestors and
is many millions of years in the making.

We evolved as social animals. Our ancestors survived because they stuck together,
showed “compassion,” cared for each
other “charitably” and gave each other
“hope” when they worked to achieve their
common interests. Our values come from
our evolutionary history.
Yes, we’ve inherited other traits that
tend to divide us as individuals and groups,
but I think the world has become so small
that we can finally see how dependent we
are on each other. We can see that we are
one human family living on one endan-

gered planet and we need the actions of all
good people, believers and non-believers, to keep us from self-destruction.
Thank you for allowing a commentary
from someone who declares himself to be
secular. I count myself as one of many
New Jerseyans who are mostly or completely non-religious. According to a
March Eagleton-Rutgers poll, 19 percent
of us said religion was less than “somewhat important” in our daily lives.
Barry Klassel
Scotch Plains

Westfielder Sounds off on Taxes and
Spending; Wants a Break
How long will residents of NJ and
those of us in Union County continue to
tolerate sky-high taxes? We were told by
then candidate Jon Corzine that he wasn’t
even considering raising taxes. From the
campaign message, I mistakenly thought
he recognized that New Jersey has one of
the highest state-income-tax rates and the
highest property taxes in the country.
There’s no sign that we will lose these
unwanted distinctions, with his proposed
increases to many taxes including sales
tax, business taxes and perhaps even taxes
to our water. What’s even more disturbing is that spending isn’t being cut, but
increased to the highest on record — $31
billion, up 9 percent from last year.
I thought New Jersey elected a businessman, where you’re expected to do more
with less. It seems like we have the same
old political double talk from candidates
once elected to New Jersey’s highest office. That is: renege on campaign promises, propose higher taxes and then defend
your actions by saying you’re making “hard
choices” and “tough decisions.”
Give me a break! Cut back on spending
first. Reduce the bloated bureaucracy,
sweetheart pensions and tax rates — to
enhance New Jersey’s business environment. Then business revenues will increase,
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along with their employee’s paychecks,
thereby increasing tax revenues to fill the
gap. If the gap can’t be completely filled,
then (and only then) propose a higher tax
rate. I know it’s not quite that simple, but
politicians seem verboten to even suggest
this as a means to correct the imbalance.
Taxes at a county level are equally
distressing. Union County Freeholders
continue to provide their uncontested support to all tax and spend authorizations.
Over 20 percent of Westfield’s tax bill
goes to support “our” county government
(an average of $2,100 for each Westfield
household!). This year’s budget is proposed at $413 million, which continues
its year-over-year 10 percent increase.
That doesn’t appear to be enough, since
they are running a multi-million dollar
deficit. Have you noticed any additional
services necessary for our county to run a
deficit? What I’ve noticed is $10 million
in budgeted overtime pay this year.
Pat Quattrocchi’s passion about freeholder spending, excesses and lack of transparency has been well noted in these pages.
Perhaps we all need to share her passion
and break the tax and spend cycles in New
Jersey and our county government.
Bill West
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Mayor Mahr Asked to Help Stop
‘Out Of Control’ Police Overtime
In her tenure thus far Mayor Colleen
Mahr has done an outstanding job in
seeking outside funding sources such as
state and federal grants to keep the tax
rate in Fanwood down to a minimum. Her
swift action in the Fanwood downtown
redevelopment is proving to be a positive
force in the strive for tax ratables and
improving downtown business.
So why is the Fanwood Police Department overtime so overwhelmingly over
its allotted budget? Sure, like any work
force, there are voids to be filled due to
vacations, sick leave and work-related
injuries. There is also the need for additional manpower during a snow storm,
crime scene and other emergency events.
But I thought that a basic overtime
budget for a police department (especially one as small as Fanwood) was built
based on those factors. So, having said all
of this, I ask you, Mrs. Mayor, why are the
police captain and lieutenant on the overtime eligibility list along with the rank
and file to work overtime when the majority of the overtime positions are created
because of patrolmen being out?
If a patrolman or corporal calls out sick
or takes a week’s vacation, it would cost
the borough about $350 to $400 to pay
another patrolman or corporal to cover
the open shift. When you allow a captain,
lieutenant or sergeant to work in the void
created by a patrolman, the borough loses
a lot of money – additional monies that
the borough need not pay.
The captain and lieutenant get paid
approximately $850 to $950 to work a
shift that was caused by a patrolman being out. How is that a savings to the
taxpayers if the borough could have paid
another patrolman less than half to cover
the same shift? Aren’t the captain and, for
this sake, the lieutenant second and third
in charge of the entire force?
Do they not have to keep their budgets
in check and answer to your office as to
why it may be out of control? It appears in
this case that they may be the cause of this
crisis. Now, I know that the captain or
lieutenant who collect the nearly $1,000
per overtime shift worked will say that no
one else was able to cover and that they
had to work the overtime. But that’s not
really the case. The rotation list for the
overtime in that agency should be public
information, and I suggest the mayor and
any other interested taxpaying resident

ask to see it to prove that the money is just
being thrown away.
The 21-man department is made of
mostly of patrolman and corporals. Why
are the only lieutenant and only captain
allowed to work overtime in front of a
patrolman or a corporal, who would make
less than half of what we, the taxpayers,
would have to pay these high-ranking
officials? They should remove themselves
from the overtime eligibility list immediately and attempt to keep their spending
in check – not to mention that it creates
the impression of a conflict of interest
being in charge of the issuing of overtime
and then actually benefiting from working the overtime.
I have a neighbor who is a volunteer
Fanwood fireman who said that the mayor’s
office recently froze the few thousand remaining dollars the fire department had in
its operating budget, which is typically
used to buy protective safety equipment
for fireman. Allegedly, the borough clerk
told the fire chief that the police department went in excess of $50,000 over their
police overtime budget and they (the borough) had to cover those costs.
Do you mean to tell me that our
firefighters, who risk their lives every day
for free, cannot purchase much-needed
safety equipment because the borough
had to cover fat overtime checks for the
captain and lieutenant? It’s understandable to have to pay a patrolman or even a
corporal when the manpower issue creates a public safety hazard. But it’s another thing if we have to pay the rate of a
captain or lieutenant whose regular salaries are almost $100,000 per year! If a
cashier at Shoprite leaves early or calls in
sick, the district manager doesn’t step in
and cover the register at his or her rate of
pay does he/she? No, because that’s bad
management, and he or she would cause
undue expenditures.
Although, the setting is very different
in this example, the concept is quite the
same. Please Mrs. Mayor, if you did not
know this was going on in your own
backyard you sure know now. And now
so do all of the voting taxpayers of our
borough. Please, much like all departments within your control, stop the needless expenditures with police overtime.
James Oberta
Fanwood

Parent ‘Saddened’ by ‘Mishandling’
Of Holy Trinity Principal Situation
I would like to echo Joe Boscia’s
sentiments (letter April 6) regarding the
treatment of Mrs. Szot, principal of
Holy Trinity School. Mrs. Szot has had
an impressive 38 years at Holy Trinity,
the last 22 years as principal. She has
touched countless lives — students, parents and faculty — during that time.
One only has to see the number of
phone calls, cards, letters, flowers, emails and people that have come in to
see her since this incident started to
know how beloved she is.
This past fall when asked how it was
going, a new teacher replied, “If I weren’t
so hot and my feet didn’t hurt, I would
think that I had died and gone to teacher
heaven. The kids are great and very respectful and the staff is open and welcoming. Mrs. Szot is so supportive; she is one
in a million.” Well, it sure hasn’t felt like
heaven since a small group of parents and
the pastors decided that Mrs. Szot is no
longer useful. To treat anyone like an old
piece of shoe leather that should be discarded is reprehensible. To do it to someone who has embodied Christian principles and helped the school to grow by
75 percent defies description.
The school has always scored impressively on standardized tests and has sent
students to very competitive high
schools, including Regis and the Union
County Magnet School. The students
have won many academic awards and
contests, which Mrs. Szot has enjoyed

celebrating with them. But she has always championed the cause of the underdog. She forever looked out for the
student who struggles, the one who takes
several attempts before mastering the
concept or the one who acts out and
drives the teacher crazy. She has always
counseled patience and understanding
from her faculty in dealing with those
students, in the hope that they will not be
left behind.
As both an employee and a parent I
have had a dual perspective on the inner
workings of Holy Trinity for the last 13
years. My two daughters graduated from
Holy Trinity and attend Mount Saint Mary,
where they are doing very well. I believe
that the education and the spiritual training they received were what enabled them
to continue to succeed and make good
choices. I have had the pleasure and the
honor of working not only with Mrs. Szot,
but also with the capable, dedicated and
talented staff that she has somehow assembled, despite salaries that are a fraction of public-school salaries.
I am deeply saddened and disappointed
at the mishandling of this whole affair and
hope that some kind of reconciliation can
be achieved. Holy Trinity is a wonderful
school, with a rich history, that has served
thousands of students and their families.
It would be a shame for it to falter now.
Renee Rauch
Westfield

Mayors Marks, Mahr Need to Take
Leadership Roles on Merging Towns
Recently there has been discussion
amongst local residents regarding the
merger of Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
With rising property taxes affecting residents of both towns, a merger is definitely something I support. It is estimated that by merging both towns, the
average property owner in both towns
could save a little more than $400 on
their property tax bill. A merger would
not be as complicated as many might
think, since Scotch Plains and Fanwood
already share many services, along with
their school system.
Both Mayor Marks of Scotch Plains
as well as Mayor Mahr of Fanwood are
aware of the benefits of consolidation, as
well as the fact that there are discussions
regarding a merger of the towns amongst
the residents of the towns they both represent. Both mayors, however, have taken
the position that they will wait until the
residents of their towns take the first
steps forward to bring forth this discussion.
As a Scotch Plains resident, let me be
the first resident to call upon Mayor
Marks to bring this issue before a public
hearing. I would ask that Mayor Mahr do
the same thing in neighboring Fanwood.
Neither Mayor Marks nor Mayor Mahr
can claim that one town is more closeknit than the other. Certainly, due to its
size and history, Fanwood is a lovely
town with a sense of community where
many people know each other. However, the same can be said of Scotch
Plains, where many of its residents, including a large portion of my wife’s
family, came from a small town,
Montazzoli in Italy, and chose to settle
in Scotch Plains. We need to come up
with solutions that will keep people who
really want to stay in our communities
from relocating to Ocean and Monmouth
Counties because of the property-tax
burden.
We need to put the interests of families
first so that parents and grandparents can
stay in the same communities and help
raise children and grandchildren. We can
have public hearings on what to call our
“new” town after merger as well as iron
out other issues, but we need to start
talking about a merger in the open. Why
not start with public hearings on the issue?

As a concerned citizen, I invite both
Mayor Marks and Mayor Mahr to take a
leadership role on this very important
topic and set dates for open, respectful
and honest discussions amongst the citizens of both Scotch Plains and Fanwood
regarding merging the towns.
Tony Patti
Scotch Plains

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cuirass – A brestplate of leather
2. Tawie – Tame
3. Renidification – The act of building
another nest
4. Temiak – An Eskimo coat made of
bird skins
YIRD
1. Vast; unending
2. A large vat to hold cloth for bleaching
3. Strong beer or ale
4. Scottish for earth
LAURIN
1. A fatty, acrid, crystalline substance
contained in the berries of the laurel
2. A harem slave
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap
door at the top
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
THESMOTHETE
1. An interpreter; translater
2. A pretender to learning; a quack
3. A legislator or lawgiver
4. A clairvoyant
PROTERANDRY
1. Renewal or restoration
2. The maturation of the male organs of
reproduction in advance of the female
organs
3. Abundant; plentiful
4. An early stage or beginning

Letters to
the Editor
Let’s Not Lose Beautiful
Christmas Tree
I recently heard a rumor that the tree in
front of the train station on North Avenue
and Elm Street is going to be removed.
The reason is so that Elm Street can go
directly into the train station. While I’ll be
the first to acknowledge that exiting the
train station is confusing, I don’t believe we
have to take down a beautiful tree to correct
the situation. We can address the problem
with proper lights and signage. Arrows can
be put on the lights; traffic in one direction
can be delayed by what I believe would be
a quick flip of the switch on the lights.
The tree is probably the last mature tree
still standing downtown. It is a beautiful
site when you stand on Elm Street and
look toward the train station. If this rumor
is true, I urge the tree preservation committee to get involved.
Finally, I have been a resident of
Westfield for more than 30 years. Each
year at Christmas time the tree is decorated with beautiful lights, which adds to
the beauty of the season. Our children
gather annually at the tree in eager anticipation of Santa Claus. Let’s not lose this
tradition in order to make access easier to
the train station.
Pamela McClure
Westfield

SP Club Thanks
Egg Hunt Supporters
The Scotch Plains Junior Women’s Club
held its annual Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday
April 9 on the Alan Augustine Village
Green. The Junior Women’s Club would
like to thank Girl Scout Troop No. 902,
which included Elise Ringel, Madeline
Frema and Caitlin Carroll, for helping with
face painting and art tattoos for the children, as well as assisting with the hunt.
They were a tremendous help. Thanks
girls. A big thank you goes out to Apple
Blossom Flower Shop and the Scotch
Hills Pharmacy for donating Easter baskets to this event. The Easter Bunny
greeted toddlers of all ages before and
after their hunt. Even though the ground
was a bit soggy, those who attended
seemed to enjoy the event. Thank you to
all those who came and spent the morning
on the Village Green.
Allison Halperin
Program Director
Scotch Plains Recreation Dept.

Dollars for Students Drive
Conducted in Early April
The 39th annual Dollars For Students
Drive was conducted over the weekend of
April 1 and 2 by the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation, which
is celebrating its 40th anniversary of service to the young people of our two communities.
We would like to express our appreciation to the local students who participated
in our drive and to the generous citizens
of Fanwood and Scotch Plains who made
their efforts a successful venture.
The monies collected will be presented
as scholarships to graduating high school
students at the annual awards night at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on
May 24 and to college students on June 9
at our awards reception to be held at the
Forest Road Park Community Center.
This year marks the 40th anniversary
of the founding of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation. For
40 consecutive years, the foundation,
thorugh its volunteer board of directors,
has been able to assist local students with
scholarships with a total value of
$1,385,505. This year, we have received
109 applications for assistance, with 21
submitted by college students. We also
assist 15 additional Rotary Garbe fouryear recipients.
We look forward to announcing our
own Dollars for Students recipients, as
well as those students who will be receiving monies from the 25 additional funds
that we maintain and the 21 pass-through
funds which we administer. This year, we
will be administering more than $110,000
of community assistance to local students.
Our sincere thanks and appreciation go
out to all of our neighbors who so willingly continue to show the young people

of Scotch Plains and Fanwood that they
value them and their effort to continue
their education. If you were not at home
when our students stopped by or if you
did not receive a request through the mail
but would like to support our efforts,
please send your contribution in care of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, N.J.
07023.
The public is cordially invited to attend
the annual meeting of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation, which
will be held on June 9 following our
scholarship reception at the Forest Road
Park Community Center.
Ellie Kramps
Scotch Plains
SP-FW Scholarship Foundation
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FAA Needs to Identify Towns on
Maps Depicting Air Space Redesign
As a long-time resident of Westfield,
New Jersey, I am very concerned about
the amount of air traffic that flies over our
community and the noise pollution that
we endure from these flights. Lately, I
have noticed an increase in the frequency
of overhead airplanes that fly during the
daytime, in the evening and especially at
night. In many cases, these aircrafts seem
to be flying lower than usual in the sky.
The engines are loud and the noise is
disturbing to the general public. Citizens
of our town have even recently questioned if test runs of new flight patterns
are being tested over our community.
I attended the recent FAA public
meeting in Springfield, New Jersey, held
on March 21. During this meeting, the
public was invited to view a series of
airspace redesign posters that were set
up on easels. This was a visual representation of the New York /New Jersey/
Philadelphia Metropolitan Airspace Redesign Project. Consultants, who were
situated around the room, became encircled by the general public. Residents
tried to gather as much information as
possible from them in an attempt to
clarify what was being presented. Unfortunately, none of the aerial posters
had the locations of towns or boundary
lines marked on them. Therefore, the
posters didn’t give a clear indication of
the community impact of the different
plans. It is my concern that the general
public has not been adequately notified, informed and allowed time to understand the potential changes in the
air-traffic routing plans. The negative
impact that changes could have on the
quality of our lives in New Jersey may
be significant. The citizens who are
aware of potential changes view this as
a serious issue. The public meeting ran
until after 9 p.m. but ended without all
of the public questions being addressed
and with the concerns of citizens still
evident.
In my opinion, the posters used in the
presentation should be reworked with
town boundary lines clearly drawn and
the names of towns labeled on them. The
omission of the town names and boundary lines on the visual-aid posters makes
it very difficult for citizens to determine
the exact flight-plan locations and calculate the potential impact that the proposed changes would have on local communities. The improved posters should
be put on public display in the towns that
may be impacted. The public should be
notified. After being given sufficient
viewing time, the general public should
be able to formulate and submit questions and make additional comments.
Time should also be allowed so that
citizens can get answers to their questions.
Personally, I strongly oppose any plan
that increases the amount of air traffic in
the airspace over Westfield and surrounding towns. Furthermore, I oppose any
plan which would lower the altitude of
the airplanes that fly over our community. I was disheartened to learn that part
of the motivation for the redesign of the
existing plan is to, ultimately, allow airlines to increase the number of daily
scheduled flights. This may have been
labeled “growth” by your agency. However in my opinion, adding additional
flights to an already busy airport schedule will make the air-traffic situation
even worse for surrounding communities.
It is my understanding that several
planned routes will direct flight after flight
to depart on a southward pointing runway. The planes will lift off and then be
turned immediately to the right. This plan
may generate more unwelcome overhead
air traffic to our area. Furthermore, the
plan may allow these westbound planes
to depart from the airport at frequent
intervals. The planes may have little time
or distance to climb to a high altitudes
before flying over residential areas. Adoption of this type of proposed plan may
route increased and frequent air traffic
over our town which is situated south and
west of the Newark Airport.
In addition, I know that many of the
individuals who attended the public meeting (approximately 100 local residents
attended according to the local newspaper) filled out comment forms provided
by the panel. It concerns me that at least
some, if not all of the forms, had the
location of Stamford printed at the top. I
didn’t realize this fact until after I returned home and looked closely at an
extra form. I now ask the FAA panel to
please mark the forms that were collected
at that meeting and to be certain that they
are counted and tallied as public comments from New Jersey-area residents
and not residents from an earlier meeting

held in Stamford, Conn.
I am aware that the set comment period
deadline of June 1, 2006 is rapidly approaching. The printed brochure given
out at the meeting informed me that, “The
National Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to involve the public in
decisions which affect the quality of the
human environment.” This issue is indeed important to the citizens of New
Jersey. I believe that town governments
should be made aware of the FAA project
and the information should be formatted
in a manner that shows exactly how these
different proposals impact the communities.
Many individuals may be eager to express their concerns if they are informed
of the proposed FAA changes and are
able to email comments to
faa.deis@ngc.com. Residents may be unaware that they are able to get more information at the http://www.fax.go/
nymph_airspace_redesign/ website or on
a CD-ROM prepared by the FAA. The
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) is available in print at public and
county libraries in our state. If the date for
public comment can be extended beyond
June 1, 2006, more citizens will have the
opportunity review the plans and to comment. Please let the public know if improved posters will be made available and
if an extension for the public comment
timetable is possible. Thank you very
much.
Kim Sokol
Westfield

Candidate Says County Budget
Is Waste In More Ways Than One
Recently someone gave me a copy of
the publication “Union County Government 2006 Executive Budget.” Long an
advocate of smaller government and fiscal responsibility, I immediately knew
right off the bat that I wouldn’t have to
look too far to find one place to save a few
taxpayer bucks.
Weighing in at almost three pounds,
219 pages in length and bound with a
plastic fastener, the tome is a detailed
guide of how our county government is
structured, the services provided, a rundown of the accomplishments each department has managed to pull off this past
year and how they intended to spend the
taxpayer’s money this coming year.
As I paged through it, I couldn’t help
but be impressed by the quality of the
stock that was used — expensive wedding invitations came to mind. As I reviewed it, I realized that there was so
much blank space on the pages — some
contained only one or two words that a
talented calligrapher or engraver could
probably pump out a couple of dozen
invites from the clean areas not having to
be to careful because the back of the
pages were blank as well.
Another interesting aspect is that I could
actually read this thing without my eyeglasses and, truth be told, at my stage of
the game I now need my specs to read
anything smaller than a 16 font. Just think
of the large print Readers Digest in the

that in the more affluent districts the parents have the means to send their children
to Score, The Enrichment Center or private tutors to help them succeed when
they are not doing well.
I stand corrected on Scotch Plains dropping Everyday Math. The parents I spoke
with had middle-school children, and I
was obviously given the wrong information.
Lastly, I am glad that you had a good
experience with new math when you
were in school. I grew up in Hoboken
and the students and parents didn’t like it
at all.
I still feel Everyday Math needs to
go.
PS. After reading about the high turnover in the middle schools of Westfield, I
too wonder if those teachers who question the effectiveness of Everyday Math
that are non-tenured do not have their
contracts renewed.
Ellen Frey
Westfield
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Brookside Park Should Not Be
Fenced In With Artificial Turf

Letters to the Editor

Everyday Math Isn’t Best Approach
For Our Children And Needs to Go
This letter is in response to Ms. Mason’s
letter to the editor concerning Everyday
Math in the April 13 Leader.
Everyday Math may meet the New
Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for mathematics, but that doesn’t
mean it is the best approach for teaching
mathematics to our children.
As Mr. Difazio pointed out in his letter
to the editor on this same topic (also in the
April 13 Leader), I am “questioning the
effectiveness of Everyday Math in preparing our children with basic mathematical fundamentals and the resulting problem solving skills” necessary for being
successful in math.
In my opinion, unless a kindergartener
is well versed in basic mathematical skills,
introducing a calculator or estimation
makes no sense. It would be like giving
the child a two-wheeler and telling him/
her to make it go. Most children would
need to master balance, speed and braking before attempting this endeavor —
just as I feel they should understand basic
math before attempting to use a calculator.
Westfield children have always done
well on the NJ Ask, GEPA, HSPA and
other standardized testing versus the
Abbott (poorer) districts whose scores in
most cases are much lower.
I feel that this has to do with the fact
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local eye man’s office and you will get the
idea.
Now, I do believe that there are requirements that the county government is
to fulfill, regarding the content, when
releasing the proposed budget to the public. I seriously doubt that those requirements include specifications about the
weight of the paper, the font size and that
the department reports must be separated
by sheets of actual cardboard.
It occurred to me that this publication is
indicative of how our Union County freeholders waste money. After all, why use
a report folder with built in Acco fastener
from Staples when a printing job can be
awarded to a favored, connected, commercial printer possibly from outside
Union County? The other alternative is
that the county produced this publication
by what they call “in-house,” which means
doing it at what they say is “no cost.”
But is it really at “no cost?” After all,
the stock and ink aren’t free, nor is the
electricity to run the duplicating equipment, not to mention the cost of the manhours, which see this project through from
cradle to grave. By the way, the executive
budget actually contains seven pages of
financial information, notably the proposed budget from the County Manager
George Devanney.
Anyway you look at it, the county
budget is loaded with waste. Spending
has not been curtailed one bit and salaries
plus overtime account for 39 percent of
the budget — the same as last year. Parks
and facilities management increased 100.5
percent and debt service is up 3 percent
over 2005, yet they keep borrowing. Go
figure. The real story is in the anticipated
revenues. With grant monies down $14.5
million from last year and the surplus
dwindling, they had to get the money
from someplace, so they hit the taxpayers
for an additional $12 million this year.
They are also counting on increased income from investments from $900,000 in
2005 to $2 million in 2006; I wish I had
that crystal ball.
The team of Quattrocchi, Glenn
Mortimer and Diane Barabas for Union
County Freeholder believes that the burden of increased expenses should not be
put on the backs of the residents of Union
County. We believe that getting the budget under control should start with the
administrative costs of running the county
and common sense must prevail. Please
visit
our
website
at
www.unioncountygop.org .
Patricia Quattrocchi
Candidate for Union County
Freeholder
Garwood

With all the talk about artificial turf for
Brookside Park and other locations in Scotch
Plains, residents need to be reminded that
any artificial-turf field will require fences to
enclose and protect the field.
Houlihan Field in Westfield is not only
fenced because it lies next to railroad tracks
and a busy road, but also to prevent unauthorized use and potential damage to the
surface. That means that any proposed turf
fields in Scotch Plains will also be kept
fenced and locked, only to be used by
approved people and organizations who
have the key. Recreation Director Ray
Peorio admitted so at the recreation commission meeting on March 13.
I encourage everyone to take a look at
the rules for Houlihan Field in Westfield.
No coffee or soda, only water while you
watch your kids play because “maintenance free” does not come without the
price of keeping the field pristine. At
Brookside, is it even possible to be sure
that the Canadian geese that live at the
pond will be kept out by a fence?
If artificial turf goes into Brookside we
can forget about flinging a Frisbee or
flying a kite in Brookside Park again. No
pick-up games of football, softball or
kickball. There will be no such thing as
going there with your extended family
with bats and balls just to fool around. No,
the fields will be locked up with no casual
use and no free play. And the price of
removing the option of free play? Millions of tax dollars. Brookside’s fields
need to be renovated with real grass fields,
not turfed with artificial grass and put
under lock and key. If fenced fields are
put in as proposed, where will the preschool moms go for a casual lunch with

their kids and their friends and brothers
and sisters? No more class picnics with
water balloons and sponges. Keep your
kites, frisbees and sleds in the garage.
When Summit put in an artificially
turfed field, the price was about $900,000,
and half the funds came from a single
resident — not the taxpayers. Think about
it. Do you really want the Scotch Plains
Township Council to create a bond (that
we don’t even get to vote on) to be paid
with future open space tax dollars to create a fenced-in field to serve the few
children on traveling teams and their opponents from other towns? The children
from opposing travel teams will get more
time and opportunity to play on our artificially-turfed fields than a neighborhood
kid who wants to try out the new Hover
disc he got for his birthday.
I checked the original 1999 open space
referendum brochure that encouraged me
to vote “yes” for more fields. There is no
mention of Astroturf or fences. Residents
voted for lighting, so parks are safe and
not havens for children hanging out under
cover of darkness. They did not vote for
field lights that are taller than 100-year
old trees. In 1999 none of our neighboring
towns had spent their millions for turf.
We did not vote to dramatically alter one
of the few naturally forested wetland areas in town in order to make room for
fenced, synthetic ballfields.
Artificially turfed fields equal fenced
fields with no casual use. That’s not what
I voted for. I voted for fields of grass not
plastic.
Fran Wagner
Scotch Plains

EcoCenter Could Eliminate Wasted
Time, Traffic on Lamberts Mill Rd.
It is time to think about the Westfield
EcoCenter and what its purpose really is.
This past weekend, I attempted to bring
a few small dead branches to the center. I
was told a few weeks ago the center
would be open for discarding foliage April
8 and 9 and that the $55 permit would be
sold the week after.
On arrival to the center, I drove past a
line of approximately 10 cars waiting for
a permit sticker. I thought I could leave
the branches and buy the permit later.
Nope, I was wrong. I was told by a center
employee, in no uncertain terms, I could
not leave the branches until I had a sticker.
He then pointed to the long line of cars
waiting for stickers and said he sent home
half that line earlier to get checks. How
ridiculous is that idea, wasting time and
gas to go back home to get a check?
I have been buying permits since they
started selling them. I was using the center when it was free. So I took my pride

home to get a check and return to the
center. When I returned 10 minutes later,
the line was 15 cars long. I waited. The
line of cars quickly spilled out onto Lamberts Mill Road, blocking the entrance
and causing a traffic situation. All those
cars were running and polluting the air.
Did someone say EcoCenter?
If the center employees had allowed
residents to drop off the recycling and
leave, it would have eliminated wasted
time and avoided the traffic on Lamberts
Mill Road. Do the guys who work at the
center think the Westfield residents are not
going to get a sticker after using the site
one time? Here are some suggestions –
how about two lines selling stickers? How
about trusting the residents to come back
to buy a sticker if they happened to get the
dates wrong for buying the stickers? How
about some good old-fashioned courtesy?
Richard Dobra
Westfield

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net
goleader.com

Willi Schaefer Estate Riesling $17.99
In that small group of people that are nuts about
quality German wine, no name comes up more
than Willi Schaefer. Filled with sweet-tart green
apple and great palate cleaning acid, this is a gem.

Takler Szekszardi Rose $11.99
Pink doesn’t mean sweet. Complex and delightful spring-like wine from Hungary. A creamy texture and a delightful cherry vanilla palate that isn’t
a bit gooey. The only reason this is so cheap is
because folks are afraid of pink.

Groot Constantia Pinotage $21.99
From part of the first serious South African wine
estate (founded in 1685), this is a great example
of the country’s signature grape. Pinot Noir flavors with lots of earthy black fruit tones and a
long finish with precise and pretty mineral notes.
Ribs on the grill would be perfect.

Your Favorite Wines
$8.99
Blackstone Merlot
$10.99
J Lohr Chardonnay
$12.99
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir $7.99
Hess Select Chardonnay
$9.99
$10.99
Toasted Head Chardonnay

THE FAMILY LAW DEPARTMENT OF
DUGHI & HEWIT
is pleased to invite you to a

FREE 3-PART DIVORCE SEMINAR DISCUSSION
Part 1 - GENERAL CONCEPTS OF DIVORCE
including custody, parenting time, division of assets,
alimony and child support.
Part 2 - THE EMERGING CONCEPT OF DIVORCE MEDIATION
Part 3 - PRE-MARITAL AGREEMENTS, POST DIVORCE
applications to the court due to changed circumstances, Palimony,
Domestic Partnerships and Domestic Violence Restraining Orders

Come to One or All Sessions
All Attendees to Receive a FREE 1/2 hour Session

Thursday, April 27, May 4 or May 11 - 7:00 pm
Call - 908 - 272 - 0200
No names needed but reservation required

The Short Hills Hilton - 41 JFK Parkway, Short Hills, NJ
( Directions - 973 - 379 - 0100 )

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.
Chair, Family Law Department (33 years experience)
Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.
(15 years experience)

April L. Katz, Esq.
(14 years experience)

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99
$34.99
$25.99
$18.99
$30.99
$24.99
$13.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$14.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99
$51.99
$55.99
$29.99
$16.99

SPRING SPECIAL!

%
10OFF

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 04/26/06

Heitz Cellar Grignolino Rose
$17.99
California’s most prized winemaker, justly famous for its’ Cabernet,
also makes a delightful dry Rose from the obscure Grignolino grape
that is indigenous to the Piedmont region of Northeastern Italy.
Tangy dried raspberry and strawberry flavors and a nose like rose
petals, this is perfect with the coming of spring.

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99
$23.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$24.99
$19.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

20
10

%
OFF
%
OFF

$17.99
$17.99
$15.99
$13.99
$18.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine
Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341
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College Club to Hear Talk
About ‘Landmark Lucy’

Library Friends’ Donation
To Support Renovations

ing. Union Catholic High School is
located at 1600 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
A registered architect in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, Ms. Westfield
is a partner in Westfield Preservation
Consultants, a Haddon Heights firm
that focuses on the preservation and
rehabilitation of historic buildings and
the design of compatible new construction with historic contexts
throughout South Jersey. Lucy the
Margate Elephant was one of the
firm’s recent projects.
She has received awards such as
the Whitman Preservation Pioneer
Award from the Heritage Collaborative and the Building Excellence
Award of the Delaware Valley for the
Restoration of Lucy the Elephant.
The program will be offered through
the Horizon Speakers Bureau of the
New Jersey Council for the Humanities, a state partner of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Registered
historic architect Margaret Westfield
will present a program on “Landmark
Lucy, The Margate Elephant” for the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains College Club
on Monday, April 24, in the library of
Union Catholic High School.
She will recount the architectural
history of Lucy the Elephant, built in
1881. In telling the story of Lucy’s
restoration, which began in the 1960s
and continues today, Ms. Westfield
will review the many challenges faced
in preserving the six-story elephant.
The public is invited to attend the
free program, which will immediately follow the club’s 7:30 p.m. meet-

Simpsons Welcome
Gregory Tiernan, Jr.
Greg and Janette Simpson of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their first son, Gregory Tiernan
Simpson, Jr. on Saturday, January 21,
at 10:17 p.m. at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.
Gregory weighed 7 pounds and 10
ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.
He joins his sister, Maya, who is
three years old.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Judith Hausler of West Babylon,
N.Y. and the late John Hausler.
His paternal grandparents are
Rosanne and Bob Simpson of
Queensbury, N.Y.
Gregory’s maternal great-grandmother is Mildred Panellino of Plantation, Fla.

Babysitter Training
To Begin Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross will host three separate Babysitter Training courses,
beginning this Saturday, April 22,
for youth ages 11 to 15. Classes also
will be held on May 6 and May 20.
All classes will be held from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. at the Chapter House, located at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.
Designed for current and future
babysitters, the course will cover
making good decisions; supervising
children of different ages; keeping
everyone safe inside and outside;
handling emergencies; age appropriate activities; performing basic
infant care (feeding, diapering, burping) and some basic first aid.
Participants also will be given instruction in how to handle breathing
emergencies involving a choking child
or infant. The course emphasizes the
importance of handling babysitting
jobs in a professional manner.
The course includes a handbook
and a small first aid kit. Pre-registration is required and space is limited.
For more information, please call
Linda Johnson at (908) 232-7090.
The Red Cross chapter holds this
course as well as Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation and First Aid courses
every month. Interested individuals
can call the chapter at (908) 2327090; access www.westfieldmtsideredcross.org or visit the chapter
house during business hours.

Garwood Library Sets
Reopening Celebration
GARWOOD – Now that construction is complete, the Garwood Public
Library will hold its grand reopening
celebration on Saturday, April 29,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the library,
located at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue.
Beginning on Monday, May 1, library hours will be as follows: Mondays and Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hours will
remain the same until Saturday, June
17, when the library will be closed on
Saturdays for the summer.
The library may be reached by calling (908) 789-1670 and by fax at
(908) 317-8146. The library’s new
mailing address is 411 Third Avenue,
Garwood, N.J. 07027.
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TOP SCOUT…Martin Fox, a member of Troop 77 from St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield, is honored for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout – the highest
rank in Boy Scouting – during a ceremony last month. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Scoutmaster Bruce Mellen, Mike Fox, Martin’s father; Martin and his
mother, Anne Skudlark.

Martin Fox Is Recognized
On Becoming Eagle Scout
WESTFIELD – Martin Fox of
Westfield, a member of Troop 77 from
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield, reached the pinnacle in Boy
Scouting when he received his Eagle
Scout rank during a March 5 ceremony held at St. Paul’s Church.
In completing his requirements,
Martin earned 22 merit badges and
conducted an Eagle Scout project. A
student at Oratory Prep School in Summit, he managed a group of volunteers
in classifying and organizing the archives of his school in preparation for
the school’s centennial celebration.
Martin started in scouting at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield and
moved through the ranks in cub scouts
and eventually Boy Scouts.
He served Troop 77 as a Troop
Guide, Patrol Leader, Quartermaster
and Senior Patrol Leader. Addition-

Consultant to Present
‘Prom Makeover’ Tips
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, will present a free
“Prom Makeover” program on
Thursday, April 27, at 7:30 p.m.
Professional beauty consultant
Daun DeSimone Clark will share
tips on helping skin look its best and
use of color cosmetics.
Participants will have an opportunity to try skin care and color cosmetics customized for their skin type
and coloring. Brides-to-be also are
welcome. An adult must accompany
all guests under age 18. For directions and further information, please
call the library at (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204.

ally, Martin attended Sabattis Adventure Camp in New York State for seven
years.
Martin has been a member of the
Oratory Prep varsity lacrosse and
swimming teams for four years and
has worked as a camp counselor for
various Westfield “Y” programs for
the last three years. He has been accepted to Villanova University, where
he plans to study biology beginning
next fall.

First Baptist Plans Trip
To See Psalms of David
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield will sponsor a
bus trip on Saturday, May 13, to the
Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster,
Pa. for a performance of the stage
show Psalms of David.
This production salutes the life of
King David, the Biblical figure who
ruled Israel around 1000 B.C. King
David’s music, gathered up in the
book of Psalms, has influenced
Gregorian monks, composers Bach
and Handel and hymn writers Watts
and Wesley, along with today’s praise
and worship leaders.
The bus will leave the church parking lot at 170 Elm Street at 1 p.m. The
show will begin at 4:30 p.m. and participants will have dinner at the Hershey
Farms Smorgasbord at 6:45 p.m. They
will return to the church by 11 p.m.
The combined cost is $60 per adult,
$45 per teenager and $30 per child
under 12. Soft drinks and entertainment will be provided on the bus. To
make a reservation, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

WESTFIELD – In response to plans
to renovate and modernize the
Westfield Memorial Library to address changing needs, the Friends of
the Library have donated $50,000
toward the $700,000 effort.
Friends Co-presidents Arlene Burgess and Pat Burns revealed that the
group has designated its gift for the
development of a more efficient circulation area and a community meeting room for the facility, which was
built in 1988.
“We wanted our gift to benefit everyone, staff and the public alike,”
Ms. Burgess said. “We chose circulation and the meeting room so that we
could support the most fundamental
activities and programs in the library.”
Barbara Bagger, vice president of
the Library Board of Trustees and
Chairwoman of the Buildings and
Grounds Committee, expressed the
appreciation felt by the board and the
library staff for the Friends’ commitment to the renovation project.
“The library is a cornerstone of our
community. We hope that this gener-

Office Hours Posted
For Vital Statistics
WESTFIELD – Area residents are
advised that the Westfield Office of
Vital Statistics will operate on a limited schedule on Tuesday, April 25.
The office, which is located at 425
East Broad Street in Westfield, will
be open to the public from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. and from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

ous gift from the Friends inspires
others to make an investment in the
library and the vital services it provides,” she said.
Besides the circulation area improvements, the renovations, slated
for completion during the winter of
2007, will include a more comfortable reading area, additional computer space, an expanded adult fiction section, a new teen space and a
more family-friendly area for children. The library’s interior also will
be updated with warmer colors and
the carpeting will be replaced.
“Improved space planning, modern
service areas and new furnishings mean
enhanced services that will enable the
library to meet our true potential,”
remarked Library Director Phil Israel.
The library will accept donations
of any amount to fund the renovation
project. All contributions of $1,000
or more will be acknowledged on a
special donor wall of recognition located in the main lobby.
Donor categories include the
Hawthorne Circle, for donations of
$10,000 or more; the Alcott Circle,
for $7,500; the Melville Circle, for
$5,000; the Longfellow Circle, for
$2,500; the Twain Circle, for $1,000;
the Hemingway Circle, for $500; the
Steinbeck Circle, for $250, and the
Rowling Circle, for $100.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. For more information,
please call (908) 789-4090, visit
www.wmlnj.org or stop by the library
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Family Events to Spotlight
Health, Water and Safety
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,
April 30, the Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains, will host Family Health and
Safety Day and April Pool’s Day. Both
events will be free and open to all.
This combined health, water and
safety extravaganza will run from 11
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. and will focus on
fun ways to bring safety to everyday
family activities.
The Family Health and Safety Day
agenda will feature a variety of activities ranging from car seat checks
to fingerprinting to bicycle safety, as
well as an on-site “Safety Trailer”
that families may visit.
April Pool’s Day activities will
include family water safety instruction, backyard pool safety tips and a

Scouts swim badge test.
Also featured at the JCC that day
will be special presentations like the
Martial Arts of America’s “Scared
Straight” program and a blood drive,
plus information booths from outside organizations such as the American Red Cross and Baby Zone. Additionally, there will be an All-Safe
Pool demonstration by the United
States Coast Guard Auxiliary and
the JCC Aquatics staff, among other
offerings.
For more information on Family
Health and Safety Day, please contact Jodi Baxter at jbaxter@jccnj.org
or (908) 889-8800, extension no. 235.
Further details on April Pool’s Day
are available by contacting Rebecca
Rivera at rrivera@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 219.

YOGA

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS MAY 1ST

S
ASSE
24 CL WEEK
PER E 1988
SINC

FREE

Introductory
Class
Saturday, April 22@ 12:30 pm
Wednesday, April 26 @ 8:30 pm
or by appointment

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

Monday April 24, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday April 27, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday April 29, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday May 1, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC

94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD • (908) 789-6426

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com
SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

NEW KUNDALINI CLASSES

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS

25th Anniversary Sale
ancing
0% Fin ilable
a
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The Sho n,
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Visit us and discover why families trust us and our
products for their first child to their last.
Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450

732.462.3898

www.bellini.com

Visit The Area’s
Largest Nursery

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

We are fully stocked with...
40 varieties of azaleas & rhododendrons in
over 10 sizes
12 varieties of Japanese Maples in 15 sizes
including the new Shaina Japanese Maple
Shrub
8'-12' Flowering trees: ornamental flowering cherries, pears, crabapples, dogwood,
magnolia, thundercloud plum

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

Arborvitae

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Special!

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years

Emerald
Green

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

$29.99
14 acres

Parker Gardens
1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Garden Center Greenhouses Landscape Services

Mon-Wed 7-6 Thurs-Fri 7-7
Saturday: 7-6
Sunday: 9-5

www.parkergardens.com
Telephone
908.322.5555

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Torah Center Announces
Spring Session Offerings
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center will present “The Kosher Kitchen From Soup to Nuts” on
four Wednesdays at 8:15 p.m. as part
of the spring session of its Jewish
Literacy Program. Taught by Rabbi
Mitch Bomrind, the class will be held
at the Torah Center, located at 418
Central Avenue in Westfield.
The first lecture, “Kashrut Basics,”
will be held on April 26. It will cover
practical guidelines for keeping kosher, including the laws of meat and

Miller-Cory Invites All
To Sheep to Shawl
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, April
23, the Miller-Cory House Museum
at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield
will present its Sheep to Shawl Festival from 1 to 4 p.m. The event will
take place rain or shine.
Master sheep shearer Jeremy Mills
of Hamilton Square will demonstrate
the entire process of sheep shearing
using hand shears as was done in the
18th and 19th centuries. The production of woven cloth from woolen fibers will continue with demonstrations of carding, spinning and weaving. Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kafka of
Kafka Farms in Watchung will provide the sheep for the festival.
Numerous other 18th- century farm
skills, such as butter churning and
“wash day” tasks, also will be shown
by museum volunteers and will include “hands-on” activities for visitors to try. Children will be able to
listen to storytellers and make crafts
to take home.
A bake sale will be held throughout
the afternoon and lemonade and
homemade cookies will be available
for visitors in the Frazee Building for
a small fee. Tours of the historic house
will be offered to all and the museum’s
gift shop will be open as well.
There is no admission charge for
the festival; however, any donations
to the museum to support its educational programs will be appreciated.
For more information, please call the
museum office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776.

Hiking Club Provides
Outdoor Excursions
COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers various activities
that provide wholesome recreation
while contributing to physical fitness.
Hiking and bicycling events are
held regularly. Most take place in
central and northern New Jersey.
Membership dues are $10 per year.
For a complimentary six-month
schedule, please call (908) 527-4900.

milk and definitions of key concepts.
During the second lecture on May
3, entitled “The Nitty-Gritty of
Kashering a Kitchen,” attendees will
learn what to expect during the process of making a kitchen kosher.
The spring session of the Jewish
Literacy Program also will feature a
“Hebrew Reading Crash Course”
(Level 2), taught by Rabbi Noam
Lichtman at the Torah Center. Individuals may take this course on Thursdays, April 27 to May 25, from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. or Sundays, April 23 to
May 21, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Additionally, women are invited to
attend the ongoing Women’s Torah
Class, which takes place every Tuesday from noon to 1 p.m. at the Torah
Center. During each session, Fruma
Wilschansky leads a discussion of
practical and relevant spiritual insights from the Torah that can be
applied to one’s own daily life.
For complete information about the
Jewish Literacy Program and to register for a class, please call the Torah
Center at (908) 789-5252 or email
info@torahcenter.org.

Historical Society Plans
Frazee Film Screening
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will sponsor a screening of
the film Two Lords and a Lady on
Tuesday, April 25, at 8 p.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.
This 28-minute production recounts
the story of Revolutionary War era
housewife “Aunt Betty” Frazee, who
faced down General Cornwallis during the Battle of Short Hills. Two Lords
and a Lady, created by an all-volunteer group, stars Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks and former Fanwood
Mayor Louis Jung as the lords and
Hope Weinstein, a teacher/actress
raised in Westfield, as Betty Frazee.
This film was written and produced by Frank Thorne for the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
Frazee House Committee as a promotional and fund-raising vehicle.
The club has undertaken the project
of restoring the Gershom and Elizabeth Frazee Home in Scotch Plains
as part of the 2005 Centennial Celebration of Rotary, International.
Mr. Thorne will speak at the meeting, which is free and open to everyone. Refreshments and fellowship
will follow the meeting. The Historical Society’s monthly meetings
now take place at the Scotch Hills
Country Club. For more details,
please call Richard Bousquet, President, at (908) 232-1199.
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Youth Band Night Saturday
To Aid Man Battling Cancer

MUSIC IN MIND…Milton Faith, Executive Director of Youth and Family
Counseling Service (YFCS) in Westfield, left, meets with the Reverend Alphonse
Stephenson, conductor of the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea, to discuss the
Saturday, May 6 concert to benefit YFCS.

St. Peter by the Sea Concert
To Benefit YFCS Agency
WESTFIELD – The 16th annual
spring concert to benefit the Youth
and Family Counseling Service
(YFCS) will be held at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, May 6, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue.
The Orchestra of St. Peter by the
Sea, conducted by the Reverend
Alphonse Stephenson, will present a
program of light classical music. Reverend Stephenson and his orchestra
of professional musicians have played

Welcome Club to Hold
Wine and Cheese Event
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Welcome Club will hold a wine and
cheese social for new and prospective members on Thursday, May 4,
at 7:30 p.m. at the home of one of its
members.
The non-profit group offers various activities for area women and
their families, including monthly dinners at restaurants, couples outings,
a book club, movie nights, spa nights,
children’s events and community
service projects.
Anyone interested in attending the
social is asked to call Janine at (908)
928-1799 or Cathy at (908) 9289043 for more information.

Single Jewish Friends
Reveal Lunch Event
AREA – The Circle of Single Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, April 30, at
noon at Romano’s Macaroni Grill,
1521 Route 1 South in Edison. The
cost is $3 plus the price of a meal/tip
off the menu. To respond, please call
Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

for audiences for the past 20 years,
both on tour and at their summer
concert series, the Festival of the Atlantic at Point Pleasant Beach.
The orchestra is known for its repertoire of classical, popular and patriotic music, enhanced by witty and
educational introductions by the
priest-conductor.
Tickets are available at Country
Squire Men’s Shop, 1075 Raritan
Road, Clark; Michelle’s Hallmark, 117
North Union Avenue, Cranford; Irma’s
Hallmark, 39 Martine Avenue, South,
Fanwood; New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, 150-152 East Broad Street,
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
1600 Rahway Avenue and Youth and
Family Counseling Service, 233 Prospect Street, all in Westfield.
Tickets are $25 for general admission, $20 for senior citizens (over age
65) and $10 for students age 18 and
under. Patron seating is available for
$100. Sponsorship listing in the
evening’s program, which includes
two patron tickets to the concert, is
available for a contribution of $300.
For more information about the
concert or to purchase tickets, please
call the YFCS agency at (908) 2332042.

WESTFIELD – For the fifth concert of its annual series, the First
Baptist Church of Westfield will host
another youth band night on Saturday, April 22, from 7 to 10 p.m. in the
church’s downstairs fellowship hall.
Entitled “Band Nite @ 1st Baptist,” the event will provide a safe
venue for local youth bands to showcase their musical skills before their
peers, while also aiding an area man
who is fighting cancer. Doors will
open at 6:45 p.m.
Bands to be featured include Bomb
Town, Long Shot Hero, Murphy’s
Kids, Inspector Hector and Awful
Waffle. Admission will be granted to
youth under age 18 and will be $8 at
the door. Westfield High School senior Drew Skibitsky is coordinator
for this concert, which is being overseen by the Reverend Jeremy Montgomery, Associate Minister at First
Baptist. Proceeds from each concert
benefit local charities.
Drew is directing the evening’s
proceeds to benefit Bob Bergondo, a
52-year-old Iselin resident who was
diagnosed with esophageal cancer
last September and is dealing with
the financial crisis of paying for his
treatment. The cash proceeds from

Hearing Society Seeks
Scholarship Candidates
WESTFIELD – The Hearing Society is now accepting applications for
the Sarah H. McGee Memorial Scholarship for the school year 2006-2007.
These annual grants are awarded to
students with a substantial hearing
loss who are pursuing an education at
the university or college level.
Requirements include a documented hearing loss, academic excellence, school activities, financial
need and recommendations. The
scholarship may be renewed for four
years if a student remains eligible.
Application forms are available
upon request by calling (908) 2330266 (V/TTY) or writing to: The Hearing Society, P.O. Box 2534, Westfield,
N.J. 07090. Applications must be submitted no later than Monday, May 15.

the concert will assist him and his
family.
Additional donations may be made
through the First Baptist Church to:
“With Eddie’s Help,” a local nonprofit charity where fundraising dollars raised on Mr. Bergondo’s behalf
are being held.
The First Baptist Church is located at 170 Elm Street. For more
information, interested persons may
call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Workshop to Be Held
For Interfaith Families
SCOTCH PLAINS – Rabbi
George Nudell of Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains and Meryl
Nadell, former Director of Outreach
to Intermarried Families of Jewish
Family Service of MetroWest, will
speak at a workshop for intermarried couples and their extended families on Sunday, May 7, at 7 p.m. at
Congregation Beth Israel.
Entitled “Intermarriage: It Takes a
Family,” the event will be hosted by
The Keruv (outreach) Coalition, a
consortium of Conservative synagogues dedicated to welcoming interfaith families, as part of its Community Conversations project.
The workshop, one in a series,
will address the various issues that
arise among family members. There
will be ample opportunity to ask
questions and share with others.
Light refreshments will be served.
The Keruv Coalition is comprised
of Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch
Plains, Temple Beth Ahm in Springfield, Congregation Beth El in South
Orange, Temple Beth Shalom in
Livingston, Congregation B’nai Israel in Millburn and the Summit JCC.
The series will continue on Sunday, June 11, at Congregation Beth
El in South Orange with “Sharing
Stories – Finding Your Place in the
Synagogue Community.”
For directions or more information
on the upcoming program or the Keruv
Coalition, please call (908) 889-1830
or email KeruvCoalition@yahoo.com.

WORSHIP SERVICES
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY, WESTFIELD
1st and 3rd Sundays, 10:30 AM at the Christian Science Reading Room
116 Quimby Street (Across from Robert Treat Delicatessen.)
For reading room hours and other information: 908-232-3226.

Christian Science Sentinel - Radio Edition
SUNDAYS at 7 AM on WOR Radio (710 AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio

April 23rd: Getting to Know Who You Really Are - A Key to Healing
April 30th: Are Other People Doing Your Thinking for You?
For additional information on Christian Science visit:
www.tfccs.com, www.spirituality.com, www.csmonitor.com, www.powerfulprayer.com

Ti m e D o e s N o t H e a l A l l Wo u n d s .

Ani Kavafian Carter Brey
and Friends
Carmit Zori, violin
Ida Kavafian, viola

The Wound Care Center
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center CAN.
If you are suffering from a non-healing
wound, you’re not alone. Every year,

FREE LECTURE

chronic wounds caused by diabetes, poor

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center

circulation or other conditions affect

Join Gary Breitbart, MD, Chief of Vascular Surgery
and Director of the Wound Care Center at
Muhlenberg, as he discusses wound care in relation
to diabetes, hyperbaric oxygen therapy,
chronic wounds and wound treatment.

nearly 5 million Americans.
The Wound Care Center at Muhlenberg
can help. With dedicated doctors and
nurses, the Center specializes in healing
chronic, non-healing wounds often
caused by diabetes, vein disorders, or
other conditions that have resisted
healing after months or even years of
traditional treatment.

Date: April 27th
Time: 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Where:
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
Park Avenue and Randolph Road
Plainfield, NJ
Light refreshments • FREE parking

Steven Tenenbom, viola
Fred Sherry, cello

PROGRAM
MOZART: String Quartet in D, K575
SCHOENBERG: Transfigured Night
MENDELSSOHN: String Quintet in B flat

SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2006
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25 ($22 for seniors)
Westfield only: Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

TO REGISTER, PLEASE CALL: 732-321-7089
Pre-register for this lecture and receive a FREE Muhlenberg First Aid Kit.

www.solarishs.org

On May 14th, pianist Christopher O’Riley will join
Ani and Carter for a rousing finale to our season.
If you don’t receive a postcard with the program,
just come and be delightfully surprised.
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William H. Sumner, Jr., 78, Executive;
Founded Flintlocks to Support BSA
William Howard “Bill” Sumner,
Jr., 78, of Cranford passed away on
Wednesday, April 12, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit after an extended
illness.
Born on September 28, 1927 in
Mount Airy, Surry County, N.C., he
was the son of the late William Howard
and Josie Duncan Sumner. He lived
in Cranford for 44 years.
Mr. Sumner had been employed as
a marketing executive with Johnson
and Johnson Pharmaceuticals in New
Brunswick for 30 years before retiring in 1985.
He graduated from North Carolina
State University with a bachelor’s
degree in engineering.
A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he served in Japan in
the Army of Occupation.
Mr. Sumner was a member of the
Terrill Road Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains, where he was chairman of the
Finance Committee and a member of
the Board of Trustees. For many years
he also was a volunteer for Mobile
Meals, delivering meals to the sick
and elderly.
He additionally was a member of
Azure Masada Lodge Free and Accepted Masons No. 22 in Cranford
and the Crescent Shriners.
Mr. Sumner was an avid supporter
of the Boy Scouts of America, his
interest in scouting having begun
while he was a youth growing up in
Mount Airy. He was the founder of
The Flintlocks, a not-for-profit orga-

Gayl A. Tiedeman, 61
Gayl A. Cummings Tiedeman, 61,
of Westfield died on Monday, April
10, at her home.
Born and raised in Dike, Iowa, she
formerly lived in Stewartville, Minn.
for 25 years and in Branson, Mo. for
15 years, coming to Westfield a year
and a half ago.
A registered nurse for 38 years,
Mrs. Tiedeman had worked at Skaggs
Community Hospital in Branson for
10 years. Prior to that, she had been
with the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn. for 25 years.
She was a graduate of the St. Luke’s
Hospital School of Nursing in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa.
Mrs. Tiedeman was a member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Surviving are a daughter and sonin-law, Julie and Ron Kropp, with
whom she lived; a son and daughterin-law, Greg and Kathy Hammond of
Loveland, Colo., and three grandchildren, Brittany, Brendan and
Connor Kropp.
Interment took place on Tuesday,
April 18, in the family plot in Dike,
Iowa. A memorial service will be
held at 1 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, April
21, at The Presbyterian Church.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Inflammatory Breast Cancer Research Foundation, 321 High School Road NE, No.
149, Bainbridge Island, Wash. 98110.
The organization also may be contacted through www.ibcresearch.org.
April 20, 2006
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nization of retirees who have donated
thousands of dollars worth of funds
and labor to the repair and modernization of three Boy Scouts of America
camps – two in New Jersey and one in
the Adirondacks in New York State.
In addition to organizing and working with The Flintlocks, Mr. Sumner
served for many years on the executive
committees of the Union, Watchung
Area and Patriots Path councils of Boy
Scouts of America.
Surviving are his wife of 54 years,
Juanita Phillips Sumner; a son, William Hunter Sumner, and his wife,
Susan, of Dingman’s Ferry, Pa.; a
daughter, Nancy Sumner Mindlin, and
her husband, Larry, of Rahway; three
grandchildren, Shannon, Hunter and
Ian Sumner, and a sister, Jan Thompson of Charlotte, N.C.
A memorial service was held on
Saturday, April 15, at the Terrill Road
Baptist Church with the Reverend
William Page officiating.
Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to The Flintlocks of the Boy Scouts of
America, in care of Joe Schott, 185
Watson Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023
or to Terrill Road Baptist Church,
1340 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076-2505.
April 20, 2006

Thomas J. Greco, 89
Thomas J. Greco, 89, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, April 5, at The
Woodlands in Plainfield.
Born in New York City, he lived in
Westfield for 57 years.
Mr. Greco retired in 1982 after 20
years as a painter for Bell Labs in
Murray Hill. Prior to that, he had
been a self-employed painter in the
Westfield area for many years.
A veteran of World War II, he served
with the United States Air Force in
Central Europe and Africa.
He was a member of the 322nd
Marauder Bomber Squad.
He was predeceased by his wife of
53 years, Josephine Petricelli Greco,
in 2004.
Surviving are two brothers, Angelo
Greco and Charles Greco.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Saturday, April 8, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to The Woodlands, 1400 Woodland
Avenue, Plainfield, N.J. 07060.
April 20, 2006

– Obituaries –
Kevin Mormelo, 57, Was Carpenter
Who Enjoyed Hunting and Fishing
Kevin M. Mormelo, 57, of Westfield Rosemary Ridge Mormelo and the
died on Easter Sunday, April 16, at late Bernard J. Mormelo, who predeRunnells Specialized Hospital of ceased him in 2005, and the loving
Union County in Berkebrother of Bernard, Tholey Heights.
mas and Walter Mormelo.
He was a lifelong resiAlso surviving are a son,
dent of Westfield, except
Sean; a daughter, Krista,
from 1977 to 1980, when
and two grandsons. He also
he lived in Maine.
will be deeply missed by
Mr. Mormelo had been
his many nieces, nephews,
a self-employed carpencousins, aunts and uncles.
ter in New York City for
A Mass of Christian
many years, retiring in
Burial will be offered at
2004. From 1977 to 1980,
10 a.m. today, Thursday,
he was the owner/operaApril 20, at the Holy Trintor of the Opera House
ity Roman Catholic
Saloon & Eatery in
Church in Westfield. VisiBethel, Me.
tation will take place at 9
Kevin M. Mormelo
A 1966 graduate of
a.m. today at the Dooley
Westfield High School, he was an Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avavid hunter and fisherman.
enue in Westfield.
April 20, 2006
He was the beloved son of Mrs.

Community/Education News
Seniors Invited to Register
For Newark Museum Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Senior
Citizen Advisory Committee has finalized plans for trips subsidized by
the Township of Scotch Plains. Because transportation costs are covered through allotted funds, trips can
be offered at greatly reduced rates
for senior citizens. Township seniors
are given first preference in registering for each trip, although the committee welcomes all to participate.
Registration will begin on Monday, April 24, for a trip to the Newark
Museum on Wednesday, June 14, to
see the mounted exhibit entitled “Off
the Pedestal: New Women in the Art
of Homer, Chase and Sargent.” The
exhibit explores images of women
in the post-Civil War era in America.
A $5 per person fee will cover
entrance to the museum and the services of a docent to explain the exhibit. Participants will have lunch on
their own in the museum’s café and
there will be time to view other exhibits and visit the gift shop.
Additionally, tickets have been
purchased for orchestra seats to see
the matinee performance of Hello,
Dolly! at the Paper Mill Playhouse
in Millburn on Saturday, July 22, at
2 p.m. At the time of registration,
participants are asked to list indi-

Jumble Store to Conduct
Annual Spring Boutique
CRANFORD – The Jumble Store,
a thrift and consignment shop wholly
owned and operated by the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP), will hold its Annual Spring
Boutique on Saturday, April 22.
New merchandise, including
housewares, jewelry, decorations,
toys and other items will be available
for purchase at thrift store prices on
the second floor of the store, located
at 110 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.
The store carries a variety of new
and gently used household items and
clothing for the entire family. Proceeds from the sale of these donated
items fund community service
projects staffed by the league’s 110plus volunteer members to help families in crisis throughout greater Union
County.

The Jumble Store is open Monday
through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. (Thursday until 8 p.m.) and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
details about the sale, please call the
Jumble Store at (908) 276-0222.
The non-profit JLEP is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the
potential of women and improving
the community through the effective
action and leadership of trained volunteers. Through its members, the
JLEP serves individuals and organizations in need throughout greater
Union County. Its current focus is on
families in crisis, addressing both prevention and intervention. For more
information, or to learn how to join
the JLEP, please visit www.jlepnj.org
or call (908) 709-1177.
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viduals with whom they would like
to be seated, and seats will be assigned on a first-come, first-served
basis. Tickets are $45 for township
residents and $47 for non-residents.
Registration will begin on Monday,
May 22.
Registration may be done and fees
paid at the Recreation Office, located in Room 113 in the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Chartered buses will leave from
the rear of the municipal building.
Participants will be informed of departure and approximate return
times. Other trips are planned for
later in the year.

Brunch to Raise Funds
For Autism Programs
WESTFIELD – The St. Patrick’s
Autism Foundation of New Jersey
will host its First Annual Autism
Awareness Benefit on Sunday, April
30, at the James Ward Mansion, 169
East Broad Street in Westfield.
A champagne brunch and silent
auction will take place from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Music will include bagpipes
and drums from three New Jersey
marching bands.
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich will receive the group’s
inaugural Humanitarian Award during the event. In 2003, Sheriff
Froehlich introduced Project Lifesaver to Union County, which provides wristbands to children and
adults with autism that emits a signal
to help police track them should they
be reported missing.
Tickets are $100 each. All proceeds will support autism programs
of Children’s Specialized Hospital
and the New Jersey Center for Outreach and Services for the Autism
Community. Anyone interested in
purchasing tickets may call Josie
Ward-Gallagher at (908) 413-0040,
Stephen Gallagher at (908) 272-2929
or the James Ward Mansion at (908)
389-0014. Tickets also will be available at the door.

Metro Rhythm Chorus
Posts Two Guest Nights
CRANFORD – The Metro Rhythm
Chorus will hold two Guest Nights
on Wednesdays, April 26 and May 3,
at 7:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian
Church, located at the corner of
Springfield and Union Avenues in
Cranford.
The ensemble is a women’s chorus
singing four-part a cappella harmony.
Anyone interested is asked to contact
Janice Uhlig at (732) 381-2535 or
Bea Howley at beahive@aol.com.
Individuals also may come to chorus
rehearsals any Wednesday at 7:30
p.m. at the church.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
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Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
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Thomas D. Crittenden, Was Innovator
In Insurance-Reinsurance Industry
Thomas Dudley Crittenden of Virginia Beach, Va. died on Wednesday,
April 5, at Norfolk General Hospital
in Norfolk, Va.
Born on August 22, 1921 in Flushing, N.Y., he grew up in Ridgewood
and had lived in Westfield for 35
years before relocating to Virginia
Beach.
After graduating from Christchurch
School in Christchurch, Va., Mr.
Crittenden entered pre-law studies at
Washington and Lee University.
In 1942, he enlisted as an apprentice seaman in the United States Coast
Guard and was separated from active
duty as a lieutenant (j.g.) after his
final assignment as commanding officer of a small freighter in the Philippine Islands. In 1982, he retired from
the Coast Guard Reserve as a lieutenant commander.
Following World War II, he entered
Washington and Lee Law School,
earning his LLB degree in 1950.
After a 30-year career in the insurance-reinsurance industry, Mr.
Crittenden retired in 1984 as group
vice president of North American
Reinsurance Corporation (SwissRe
America) and vice president of
SwissRe Management Corporation.
During his 17-year career at North
American, he pioneered the use of
many innovative claims techniques and
practices now in widespread use
throughout the industry. He developed a simplified method for supplemental reserving and initiated an early

alert procedure for catastrophic claims.
Mr. Crittenden also authored numerous works including the first paper
analyzing the use of arbitration for
settling reinsurance disputes in the
industry, which he presented at the
American Bar Association’s annual
meeting in 1977. From 1982 to 1998,
he was an international insurance-reinsurance consultant.
His professional memberships included the Virginia State Bar, the
International Association of Insurance Counsel, the Defense Research
Institute and the Phi Alpha Delta Law
Fraternity. During 1979-1980 he
served as the first chairman of the
Reinsurance Law Committee for the
Torts Section of the American Bar
Association.
Surviving are his wife of 58 years,
Katharine Berry Middleton
Crittenden; three daughters, Katharine
Barbara Crittenden and Wendy
Crittenden Vaughn, both of Virginia
Beach, and Paulina Cazenove
Crittenden of San Jose, Calif.; a
brother, G. Lamar Crittenden of Dover, Mass., and three grandchildren.
Interment was private. A memorial
service will be held at 2:30 p.m. on
Thursday, April 27, in the Galilee Episcopal Church in Virginia Beach, followed by a reception at the Princess
Anne Country Club in Virginia Beach.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Christchurch
School in Christchurch, Va.
April 20, 2006

Local Students Are Invited
To Enter WHPC Contest
WESTFIELD – Westfield students
in grades 3, 5 and 8, along with all
Westfield High School students, are
invited to submit entries in the 2006
Westfield Historic Preservation Commission (WHPC) Contest.
The contest is designed to encourage interest in Westfield’s historical,
cultural, architectural and social heritage. The question for third and fifth
grades is “What is your favorite older
building in Westfield and why?”
Eighth-grade and high school students
are asked the question “How should
we preserve Westfield’s history?”
Entries may be essays, art, creative
writing, poetry or photography. Contest rules and the entry form are posted
on the WHPC’s website at
www.westfieldtoday.com/whpc.
“We are pleased to sponsor the
contest again this year,” stated WHPC
Chairwoman Betty List. “In past
years, we have had many creative
entries that show the youth of
Westfield is aware of the importance
of preserving our heritage.”

Lead Screenings Slated
For Kids at Health Fair
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Regional Health Department will offer
free lead screenings for children from
birth to age six from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 29, at
its health fair in the Westfield Municipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street.
The test is a simple finger stick performed by the department’s pediatrician. It will be offered exclusively to
residents of Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield and Westfield.
To make an appointment or obtain
additional educational materials,
please call (908) 789-4070, extension no. 4073. Any community groups
that are interested in educational programs on childhood lead poisoning
may call Public Health Nurse Anne
Travisano at the same number.

‘Y’ to Present Speaker
On Reverse Mortgages
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” will hold a special presentation on Monday, April 24, from
noon to 1 p.m. at its main facility,
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.
Peter Napoli of Wells Fargo will
present “Home Sweet Home: The
Truth About Reverse Mortgages.”
Participants will have an opportunity to get answers to questions such
as: “How do reverse mortgages
work?” “What are the benefits?”
“What are the concerns?” and “Is it
right for you?”
This program is free and open to the
public. Wells Fargo will provide lunch
for all participants. Reservations are
required and must be made no later
than Saturday, April 22. For more details and to make a reservation, please
call Linda Christopher at (908) 2332700, extension no. 414 or e-mail
lchristopher@westfieldynj.org.

St. Agnes School Plans
Benefit Clothing Drive
AREA – St. Agnes School will
hold a clothing drive this Saturday,
April 22, in the rear parking lot of St.
Agnes Roman Catholic Church, located at 332 Madison Hill Road in
Clark. All proceeds will benefit the
school.
The drive will be held rain or shine.
Area residents are invited to donate
clothes, shoes, hats, belts, pocketbooks,
stuffed animals, household linens and
blankets in good condition. Items
should either be bagged or boxed.
Contributors are asked not to bring
hangers, toys, appliances or furniture. For more information on the
clothing drive, please call Adele at
(732) 382-8332.

The deadline for submitting entries
is Monday, May 8. Students should
submit their entries to their Social
Studies teachers. They will be picked
up from school main offices on May 8.
Various prizes will be given for each
participating grade level. An awards
ceremony will be held at the Westfield
Municipal Building in June.
An official agency of the town, the
WHPC is made up of nine members
dedicated to preserving the character
of Westfield. The commission meets
on the third Monday of every month
and meetings are open to the public.
For more information, please visit
the WHPC website or call Barbara
Burton at (908) 233-1798.

Franklin Announces
Winners of ‘Tar Wars’
WESTFIELD – During an assembly held at Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield, five fourth-grade
students were awarded ribbons for
their anti-tobacco posters. For the
fifth consecutive year, Franklin
School nurse Robin Ince spent several weeks working with the fourth
graders using the internationally
implemented “Tar Wars” tobacco-free
program, which culminates annually
in the poster contest.
Caroline King won first place for
her vibrantly colored poster entitled
“Live Your Dreams – Stay Healthy.”
Jack Lynch placed second, Michael
Reddy third and Ben Schuman and
Kathleen Bond each earned honorable mentions. All participants received prizes for their efforts.
The Tar Wars campaign is a program operated by the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP),
whose goal is to help students learn to
resist the pressures influencing young
people to smoke or use any form of
tobacco. It reaches approximately
500,000 students annually in the
United States and abroad. Since its
inception in 1988, Tar Wars has
touched the lives of more than seven
million children worldwide.
Caroline King’s winning poster will
go on to be judged in the state Tar Wars
Contest in April. Franklin School has
had many state winners in the past,
including placing first statewide in 2003.

St. Peter’s Prep to Hold
Spring Open House
AREA – St. Peter’s Preparatory
School will hold its Spring Open
House on Sunday, April 30, from 2 to
4 p.m. at the school’s campus, located
at 144 Grand Street in Jersey City.
Interested students and their parents
are invited to attend.
Members of the St. Peter’s Prep
faculty and staff, as well as coaches,
moderators, teachers, students and
parents, will be present to distribute
information and answer questions
about the school. Tours of the campus
and school facilities will be conducted
throughout the afternoon. Last year,
more than 200 families attended the
Spring Open House at St. Peter’s.
For more information or directions,
please call (201) 547-6389 or visit St.
Peter’s website at www.spprep.org.

WF Residents Named
To AU Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield residents Emily McDermott and Perry
Sacks earned recognition after being named to the fall 2005 Dean’s
List at American University in Washington, D.C.
Emily, a senior in the School of
International Service at the university, is majoring in International
Studies. Perry is a freshman in the
College of Arts and Sciences with an
undeclared major.
To earn Dean’s List status at
American University, a student must
achieve a 3.5 grade point average.
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WHS Rotary Club Raises
Funds for Child’s Surgery
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Interact Club of Westfield High School
witnessed first hand the success of its
fundraising efforts when a baby,
whose heart surgery was partially
funded by the club, visited students.
Jordan Christina Williams, a fivemonth old from Grenada, and her
mother arrived in the United States
through the Gift of Life Foundation.
The Rotary Interact Club of
Westfield High School, led by senior
Co-Presidents Sarah Gerber and Stacy
Pearlman, raised $3,000 that was donated to the Gift of Life Foundation to
support the major heart surgery.
Club members celebrated the baby’s
post-operative visit by presenting gifts
and having a welcoming party for her

in the school’s guidance office along
with club adviser James Moriarity, a
guidance counselor at the school. The
three-year fundraising effort included
the club’s designing and selling
sweatshirts and other athletic wear as
well as the sale of refreshments at
events such as Financial Aid Night.
The WHS Rotary Interact Club also
participates in clothing drives and
other community service in Westfield.
The club receives financial assistance
each year from the Westfield Rotary
Club through training for the school
club’s leaders because, according to Dr.
Moriarity, “the rotary is a great organization, whose members supportWestfield’s
young people because they are the future business leaders.”

Teachers Encourage
Student Wellness
By KAREN LUST
Social Studies teacher, Roosevelt Intermediate School

UNTARNISHED…Pictured, from left to right, are Franklin’s Tar Wars Poster
Contest winners: Caroline King, Jack Lynch, Michael Reddy, Ben Schuman and
Kathleen Bond.

F & M Recognizes
Union County Students

HAVE A HEART…Welcoming heart patient baby Jordan and her mother,
Wendy Williams, to the celebration of the Rotary Interact Club are Sarah Gerber
and Stacy Pearlman, along with Martha Mayle, a member of the New Brunswick
Rotary Club, whose home became a temporary one for Wendy Williams following
Jordan’s surgery at the Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Hospital in New
Brunswick.

Comm. Input Sought
In Principal Search
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
public schools are engaging in a
national search process for
Westfield High School’s (WHS)
new principal. Dr. Robert Petix,
principal for 26 years, has announced his retirement effective
June 30.
The community is invited to send
their ideas about attributes that the
new principal should possess and
the future direction of WHS.
Answers to the following questions can be submitted to Dr. Maria
Schmidt, Human Resources Specialist, at: Westfield Public Schools,
Office of Human Resources, 302
Elm Street, Westfield.
The same four questions are also
available to download from the
www.westfieldnjk12.org website
and can be e-mailed to Dr. Schmidt
at mschmidt@westfieldnjk12.org.
What personal characteristics,
leadership styles, skills and experience do you think are important
for the next principal of Westfield
High School to possess?
What factors do you think are
most important to Westfield High
School’s successful future?
What are the top three things you
believe the new Westfield High
School principal should focus on
in his/her first year as a principal?
Are you a Westfield public
schools: staff person? student? parent/guardian? community member?

Newark Academy
Announces Honor Roll
AREA – Newark Academy, located
in Livingston, announced the students
that earned honors for their academic
achievements during the winter 2006
term.
The High Honors List includes those
students who earned grades of A-minus or above for each course taken.
The Honors List includes those students who achieved grades of B-minus or above for each course taken.
Giulia Mercuri, an eighth grader
from Scotch Plains, and Julianne
Augustine, a ninth grader from
Westfield achieved high honors.
Eleventh-grader Anne Greenberg,
10th-grader Emily Bluck, 10th-grader
Michael Forman, ninth-grader Molly
Hudelson and eighth-grader Emily
Harris achieved honors.

AREA – Franklin and Marshall
College recognized 14 Union County
students who received academic honors for the fall 2005 semester.
Sarah Bhagat of Westfield made
the Honors List. Sarah is a junior
Psychology major and Latin minor. A
2003 graduate of Westfield High
School, she is the daughter of Drs.
Patricia and Phiroz Bhagat.
Jessica Binkiewicz, a first-year student and 2005 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, was
named to the Dean’s List. She is the
daughter of Doreen and Gary
Binkiewicz.
Edward Kerins, Sarah Perch and
Nicole Zubizarretta, all first-year students of Westfield, also made the
Dean’s List. They graduated Westfield
High School in 2005.
Edward is the son of Sally and John
Kerins. Sarah is the daughter of Donna
and Murray Perch. Nicole is the
daughter of Lucia Zubizarreta.

Area Students Make
M-BS Honor Rolls
AREA – Morristown-Beard School
has two honor rolls for academic
achievement. To make the
Headmaster’s List, a student must
have a minimum GPA of 3.90 with no
grade below B-.
To make the Honor Roll, a student
must have a minimum GPA of 3.0
with no grade below B- or a 3.2 GPA
with no more than one grade in the C
range.
Locally, Natalie Terens, a 10th
grader from Scotch Plains, and 11th
grader Alex Masel from Westfield
earned Headmaster’s honors.
Westfield Students Andrew Bakst,
10th grade; Austin Baum, seventh
grade; William Bertoni, 10th grade;
Meghan Evans, 10th grade; Stephen
Kowalski, 12th grade; Ava
Scheininger, 10th grade; Julia Stern,
12th grade, and Hannah Vickers, 12th
grade, earned honor roll status for the
fall 2005 semester.

During the fall, teachers on the
Leadership Committee at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield met
for the first time to explore issues,
programs and policies that impact
their school.
One issue that surfaced as a major
concern was student stress. In an article in Educational Leadership, Erika
Daniels states, “For many adolescents,
the level of stress in their lives substantially increases on transition to
middle school because of the heavier
homework load, the social pressure
of meeting new people and hormonal
changes.”
Add to this the pressure some students place upon themselves to
achieve straight “A”s, and students
can quickly lose sight of why they are
in school to begin with.
After reading articles about stress
and seeing similarities between students in the articles and their own
students, the Leadership Committee
shared its research with the entire
staff. In small groups, teachers discussed what they could do in their
individual classrooms and in school
as a whole to reduce student stress.
The ideas generated in small groups
were then compiled and presented to
the staff. Throughout this process, it
became evident that the staff is sensitive to student stress and is quite
flexible when handling unique student situations and needs. Programs
are in place to address and alleviate
student stress.
Guidance counselors meet with students and teach them about stress
management. A Peer Leadership program was designed to enhance selfesteem and coping skills and guide
students toward making healthy
choices, thereby reducing stress. A
rich assortment of after school clubs,
led in large part by teachers who are
volunteer advisers, provide a venue
where students can go, have fun, and
just “be kids.” Teachers also take students outside during lunch study when
the weather permits.
Interestingly, while Roosevelt
teachers were exploring student stress,
Westfield High School’s student
newspaper, Hi’s Eye, published an
entire issue devoted to student
wellness and the pressure to achieve.
According to Student Assistance

Counselor Maureen Mazzarese,
“Many students sacrifice personal
health and happiness … take on Advanced Placement classes in subjects
that they do not like simply for the
prestige of the AP course.”
She added that sometimes students
take an extra course rather than having a lunch period so that they might
have a competitive edge over their
peers.
Denise Pope, a Stanford School
of Education lecturer, who did a
year long study of highly motivated
students from diverse ethnic and
socioeconomic groups, refers to
these students as “robo-students”;
that is, students whose primary focus is achieving high grades while
compromising their academic integrity. At Roosevelt, we see the
beginning of the upward spiral in
that our students seem to begin to
lay the foundation for their college
application in sixth grade.
Adolescent stress is a societal issue
that needs to be addressed at every
level. Senior editor for WebMD,
Daniel DeNoon, interviewed Dr. Richard L. Hall, assistant headmaster at
a college prep school in Atlanta Georgia. Dr. Hall states, “Parents are too
often very preoccupied with seeing
their children succeed and intolerant
of anything other than excellence.
“We as schools and we as parents
need to remind ourselves that sustained excellence is not natural. It is
not how we, ourselves, operate.”
The staff at Roosevelt School is
proud of the level of academic excellence that students have achieved
and believes that some stress can be
positive and can contribute to students reaching their full potential.
We also recognize that excessive and
misguided stress can compromise
student wellness and have a negative
impact on attitudes toward learning.
Middle school years should be a
time of intellectual exploration and
growth as well as social and emotional adjustment. Students should
be establishing good skills and work
habits rather than striving for perfection, because in reality, they are
generally at their most imperfect
stage. Middle school is perhaps the
best time to instill in students a love
of learning; it is not the time to be
sowing the seeds for a future college
résumé.

High School Principal
Search Meeting Tonight
WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to a general meeting tonight,
April 20, to discuss the search for a
new principal for Westfield High
School (WHS). Dr. Robert Petix will
be retiring this June. Superintendent
of Schools Dr. William Foley will address attendees at 7:30 p.m. in the
WHS Cafeteria B. All interested parents, students, teachers and Westfield
residents are invited to attend.

MARTIAL LAW…Evergreen Brownie Troop No. 85 participated in a demonstration with Miss G., head instructor of Children’s Programs at Jeff Serdinsky’s
Martial Arts America, located in Scotch Plains. The girls were participating in
this event to earn a badge for martial arts.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Sundance’s Mancene
Named Poetry Finalist

SAINT PETER’S PREP

SCOTCH PLAINS –Isabella
Mancene from Scotch Plains, a firstgrade student at Sundance School
was honored as one of the Top Ten
poets in this year’s National Young
Poets Contest.
Isabella’s poem entitled “Octopus
Everywhere” was written as part of
an ocean theme study Sundance students participated in earlier this fall.
She and her classmates researched
ocean animals and their behavior before writing reports and poems about
some of their favorite animals.
Isabella’s poem will join those of
several other poems written by
Sundance students, which were chosen out of thousands of poems selected to be published in this year’s
spring anthology. Isabella’s language
arts teachers Carina Bellmann and
Michelle Whalen joined the rest of
the Sundance School community in
congratulating Isabella. Creative
Communications, Inc additionally
honored Sundance School for having
a poet receive recognition as one of
the top 10 poets in the contest.

new Jersey’s Jesuit High school since 1872

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2006

2:00 - 4:00PM
Take a tour of our campus. Talk with faculty, students
and parents. Receive information regarding the admissions
process, transportation options, financial aid, sports and
co-curricular activities.
Join us at our spring Open House and learn why we
say, “It is not simply Prep for four years. It is Prep...for life.”
144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400  WWW.SPPREP.ORG

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com
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DEEGAN
ROOFING

C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405
Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
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DIAZ CRACKS HR, 4 RBI; ANDERSON HURLS 7-HITTER

Diamond Devils Rise in 2nd,
Oust Amboy Governors, 9-3
Warren Township on April 16.
“We respected this team. They have
given up just three runs in five games
and scored almost 50 runs, so we said
that we would have to play well to
beat this team,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster. “The one thing
about our team is that we are very
explosive. If the pitcher is not real

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

An explosive hitting lineup, effective pitching and scrappy defense
showcased the strengths of the
Westfield High School baseball team
when it scored six runs in the second
inning to earn a 9-3 victory over previously unbeaten South Amboy in

good and he’s not effective, all of a
sudden we can score very quickly on
you and we can hit all the way through
the lineup. It’s just a fun team to
coach.”
Winning pitcher Jay Anderson (10) tossed 82 pitches, scattered seven
hits, sat down three batters and walked
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT FINISH IN THE DMR…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella ran the 1600-meter leg of the distance medley relay in 4:15.6 to
cross the finish line first at the Blue Devil Classic Relays.

PERRELLA, 4:15.6 IN 1600; ALLEMAN, 52-8.5 IN SHOT

Raider Boys Win 2, Devils 1
In Blue Devil Track Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONE GIANT LEAP FOR MANKIND…Blue Devil Mike Diaz makes a giant leap during a play at second base against South
Amboy. Diaz also smashed a giant home run in the 9-3 victory.

DRISCOLLS, WISLER, CORTINHAL WIN 4X800 EASILY

Devils, Raiders Win 1; UC, 2
At Blue Devil Girls Classic
the leadoff leg, senior Meg Driscoll,
who was in fourth after the first lap,
put the Blue Devils in first position
after handing off the baton to her
sister Rose, a sophomore, who extended the lead when she handed off
to junior Ayn Wisler. The margin widened even more when sophomore
anchor Stephanie Cortinhal grabbed
the baton and glided around the oval.
“I’m not used to leading off but this
is a good race for us and the weather
is great. It’s six seconds faster than
we ran at Kearny (Relays). We have a
lot of young talent. We have two
sophomores and a junior who had to
step up. We had to put it all together

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls track team each won an event
while Union Catholic won two events
at the Blue Devil Classic Relays at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
April 15. The Blue Devils finished
with four placements in the top-6, the
Raiders had six placements and the
Vikings finished with three placements.
The Blue Devils literally ran away
with top honors in the 4x800 meters
with a time of 9:47.7, nearly 12 seconds ahead of Summit at 9:54.4. In

FANWOOD
RECREATION
SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING
SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

Fanwood Soccer Camp
Weeks June 26-June 30 July 10-14 August 7- August 11
For more information please contact
fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com or
go to the website at www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

Fanwood Baseball Camp
July 3- July 7 July 24-July 28
For more information please email tbaylock@spfk12.org

Raider Basketball Camp
The Weeks are June 26 to June 30 and July 17 to July 21
For more information please contact kewing@spfk12.org

All Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood
High School Coaches and Coaches from
Surrounding Communities

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)
Name
Address
City

State

ZIP

Phone #
Payment

Cash

Check

Charge

CC #
Exp. Date
Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

and that is what happened today,”
said Driscoll. “In the winter, we were
kind of off and haven’t really come
together yet. So hopefully, this will
give us a lot of confidence.”
Raiders Samantha Gates (62.2),
Danielle Vena (62.4), Tina Olsson
(62.7) and Meaghan Kelly (60.1)
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Senior Jeff Perrella ran a personalbest 4:15.6 on the 1600 anchor leg of
the Irwin Bernstein distance medley
relay (DMR) to give the Westfield
High School boys the victory in the
event at the Blue Devil Classic Relays at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on April 15. Sophomore
Mike Alleman blew the field away
with a personal-best heave of 52’8.5”
to give the Raiders a victory in the
team shot put to go with their victory
in the 4x400-meter relay.
Evan Friedman ran the leadoff 1200
leg of the DMR and turned in a time
of 3:20.9. Tyler Maccubbin followed
with a 53.9 in the 400 leg and Kris
Kagan finished the 800 leg in 2:02.9.

Boosters to Honor
Gary Kehler Saturday
The Westfield High School
Boosters will sponsor a ceremony
to honor Gary Kehler this Saturday at 10:30 a.m. prior to the
Westfield/Randolph boys lacrosse
game. Please see Devils Den article for details.

IMPROVE YOUR GOLF GAME
WITH THESE SPRING SPECIALS!
Six 30 min Lessons

Six Lessons

(For the Golf Swing,
Chipping, Putting, Driving,
Pitching & Sand Game)

(30min, 45min or 1hr)

For The Price of Five
Includes Computer &
Video Analysis

Michael Kierner
PGA Professional

Plus Two Hole
Playing Lesson

$275.00

For More Information, Please call Michael Kierner, Head Teaching
Professional at Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club

908-233-3989

GOLF INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE
•
•
•
•

mented Perrella who added, “When
we raced Cranford at the Cranford
Relays, they weren’t nearly as good
as they were today. I was really surprised. They really sucked it up and
ran well.”
Union Catholic Vikings Mike
Sprague (3:21), Garrett Ellis (50.3),
Nick Morrissey (2:05) and Brian
Guterl (4:36) finished third in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp
For Girls Grades 2–9

JUNE 26th to JUNE 29th, 2006
9:00am to 12:00pm
Westfield High School

732-873-5399
Camp Director: Maggie McFadden • email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

“The only local camp
not held in a park”

JULY 10-14
JULY 24-28
2006 Raider Soccer Camp at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
CAMP FEATURES:
Goal Keeper Training
Novice to Advanced
Ability Grouping

Indoor Facilities Available
Lunches & Drinks Available to Purchase
Safe & Secure Environment

1-4: 9:00am-12:00am
HOURS: Grades
Grades 5-11: 9:00am-3:00pm
In Association with Brazilian Soccer Academy
and Dutch Soccer Academy

Private Lessons
Group Lessons
Gift Certificates
Video Swing Analysis

Call Derek McDonald PGA Teaching Professional.
Tel: 908 232 4288 derekmcdonald92@pga.com
• 2004 New Jersey PGA Assistant of the Year
• Top 10 in New Jersey Player of the Year Award 2005

Perrella received the baton way back
in fourth place but turned on the burners quickly to be in second place
behind Cranford’s Joe McKenney at
the end of the first lap. By the time he
crossed the finish line at 10:33.9, he
was nearly 12 seconds ahead of
McKenny who crossed second at
10:45.7.
“That beats my best time by seven
seconds. I’m definitely pleased, com-

Echo Lake
Country Club

DIRECTORS:

TO CONTACT CAMP:

Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer Coach
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Pascal Clerigo: Brazilian Soccer Academy
Roger Bongaerts, Director: Dutch Soccer

Please call: (908) 322-6102
Email: Raidercamp@comcast.net
www.spfraidersoccer.com

REGISTER EARLY!
ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED

Open House
Sunday, April 23rd 1 to 4 p.m.
627 North Chestnut Street, Westfield
This picturesque 4 bedroom, two and one-half
bath Colonial, set on a deep lot in the heart of
Westfield, is a must see! The wood-burning
fireplace in the living room captures the warmth of
this home, while the bright and sunny den gives
the feeling of the great outdoors. The formal
dining room leads to the eat-in kitchen with
adjoining powder room. The second floor gives
you three large bedrooms and a full bath. Just up
the steps to the third floor is the fourth bedroom
(currently used as the family room) and office.
There is a full bath in the walk-out basement,
which leads to a large patio, beautifully landscaped
yard and a two car garage. Plenty of room for
family fun and entertaining!
$825,000

Stephanie Smith, Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

Website: www.Stephanie-Smith.com
Email: Stephanie.Smith@cbmoves.com
Office: 908-233-5555 Ext. 227
Cell: 908-397-7923
Recognized and trained by the National Trust for Historic Preservation as a member of the Historic Real Estate Program
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Devil’s Den

WHS Boosters To Honor
‘GK’ With Stadium Plaques
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE HOME RUN TROT…Raider Dave Belford is greeted by Head Coach Tom Baylock as he rounds third after hitting
a two-run homer against the Dayton Bulldogs.

BELFORD CRACKS TWO-RUN HR, BAYARD RAPS 3 RBI

Dayton Bulldog Nine Surge
To Halt SP-F Raiders, 18-12
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting the long ball was not a scarcity for the Jonathan Dayton Bulldogs, who benefited from an error and
a grand slam home run in the seventh
inning to overcome the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School baseball team,
18-12, in Scotch Plains on April 13.
Raider starter Josh Decker yielded
seven runs on seven hits and walked
two batters in two-and-two third innings. Dave Belford relieved and
tossed three-and a-third strong innings before running out of gas.
“They did a good job hitting the
baseball. We put ourselves into a big
hole to start the game and not too
many times you are going to come
back from an seven-run deficit,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock.
“We battled back and had a little fight
in us. We took a lead after six but then
it fell their way. Give credit to them,
they did a good job.”
The 4-2 Raiders powered 16 hits.
Greg Bayard (3-for-4, 1 run scored, 3
RBI) Dave Belford (2-for-3, RBI, 2run home run) and John Mineo (3for-5, 2 RBI) led the offense. The 41 Bulldogs pounded 20 hits, including homers by Matt Harman, Joe
Furnaguera and Jake Floyd.
The Raiders executed three fine
defensive plays. Catcher James
Dinizo kept the Raiders in the game
by firing out two knockout plays.
The Bulldogs set the stage in the
top of the first inning on Harman’s

three-run homer. The Raiders answered with a run in the second when
Chris Kolb singled, swiped second
and scored on Bayard’s single.
In the third, the Bulldogs pounded
five runs. Furnaguera hammered a threerun homer to center. Dan Shabat drilled
an RBI single and Furnaguera, in his
second plate appearance, yanked an
RBI double extending the lead to 8-1.
The Raiders managed a run in the
fourth when Chris Kolb walked,
swiped second and scored on
Belford’s single. Two Bulldogs
crossed the plate in the fifth but three
Raiders scored in the bottom of the
inning. Mike Rusin out-hustled the
throw to first, Mineo plopped a single
to right and Kolb ripped the ball to
center to load the pods. Perez hammered a two-run liner to center and
Bayard trashed an RBI single.
Dayton threatened in the sixth with
two hits but Bayard, Perez and Kolb
combined to put out the fire with a
fine double play.
Nine Raiders stepped to the plate
and exploded with seven runs in the
sixth to grab a 12-11 lead. Jeff Bell
led off with a single, Dinizo spanked
a double to center and Mineo bashed
a two-run double to center. Next,
Jimmy Fox whacked an RBI single,
Perez lined a single and Bayard
smashed a two-run single. Belford
strutted to the dish and muscled a
two-run homer over the leftfield fence.
In the seventh however, the snarling Bulldogs scored seven runs, be-

ginning with a hit batter, an infield
miscue, a bloop single, a two-run
double and an RBI. Floyd later nailed
a grand slam to center.
“We have two home losses right now,
both on this field,” concluded Baylock.
“We scored 12 runs in both games and
we lost. We need to do a better job of
keeping our opponent under 10.”
Dayton
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

305 120 7
010 137 0

18
12

Softball Raiders Nip
Watchung Hills, 3-2
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team scored twice in
the fifth inning to provide enough
cushion to nip Watchung Hills, 3-2,
in Scotch Plains on April 12. Nicole
Colinari ripped an RBI triple and
Melissa Sette followed with an RBI
single in the inning.

Softball Raiders Blank
Lady Minutemen, 6-0
The 7-0 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team shut out
visiting Elizabeth, 6-0, on April 17.
Elaine Piniat tossed a no-hitter,
fanned 16 and walked none. Lauren
Mains cracked a two-run triple.
Nicole Colineri had two hits.
The Raiders will face Nutley in
the first round of the Linden Classic
at Trembley Field this Saturday,
April 22, at 5 p.m. A second game
will begin at 7 p.m.

This Saturday morning Gary Kehler
Stadium will once again be the place
to be when, at 10:30, two beautiful
new plaques will be officially “unveiled” to once again honor the legendary former WHS football, wrestling and golf coach.
More than any one person, or 10
people for that matter, Gary Kehler’s
name is synonymous with Westfield
athletics. During his quarter century
coaching WHS sports, Kehler produced teams and athletes that were
always among the state’s best. But it
was in football that the protégé of
former Hackettstown High coach Chot
Morrison truly earned his stripes, and
it will be at the Park Formerly Known
as Recreation Field that the Westfield
High School Booster Club will once
again honor Kehler.
(Since Recreation Field was renamed Gary Kehler Stadium on Oct.
30, 1993, The Den has stubbornly
continued to call it Recreation Field at
Gary Kehler Stadium. But now and
forever more, it shall be known as
Gary Kehler Stadium!)
There are two large plaques that
will hang on the wall outside the press
box, one saying “Gary Kehler Stadium” and the other listing some of
the outstanding numbers produced by
Kehler’s 22 football teams — the 48game unbeaten streak, the eight sectional championship years and the
No. 1-ranked teams.
A huge turnout is anticipated and
hopefully most will hang around to
watch the WHS boys lacrosse team as
it hosts Randolph in an 11 a.m. match.
(Ironically, it was Randolph’s football
team, which broke WHS’s state record
for consecutive games without a loss.)
CIRCUIT BREAKER
Mike Murray came into this baseball season with 11 career home runs,
tied for the all-time lead at WHS with
Jay Cook. Monday at Union, Murray
broke the tie. Broke? Crushed might
be a better word. The senior catcher’s
two-run shot in his last at-bat might
have been the longest home run The
Den has ever seen — including games
at the Polo Grounds, Ebbets Field,
and Shea and Yankee stadiums! It
easily cleared the 50-foot incline in
deepest right-center field, went over
the trees on the top of the hill and
seemed to land in the parking lot of
the Huck Finn Diner on Morris Ave. “I
think it might’ve been the farthest ball
I’ve ever hit,” Murray said, adding,
“and it was off a curveball too. And
getting a win over Union always puts
a smile on your face.”
MEAT OF THE SEASON
This week starts a brutal three-week
schedule for the WHS boys tennis
team. In dual meets, coach George
Kapner’s team will face Millburn to-

day, home at 4 p.m., Columbia, May
2, home, 4 p.m., and Hillsborough,
May 4, home, 4 p.m.
There is also a three-weekend schedule of tournaments that will definitely
get the undefeated WHS boys tennis
team well prepared for the end of the
season. The Devils handled
Bridgewater and Livingston last week,
and looked pretty solid in doing so.
Since Bridgewater is the team that
eliminated WHS in the sectional final
last year, and since Livingston is always a tough team to beat, it was a
good sign.
This Saturday WHS will compete at
the Bryan Bennett Memorial Tournament, hosted by Delbarton in Morris
Township. The 12-team field includes
nine teams ranked in the state Top 20
— WHS, Bridgewater, Cherry Hill
East, Delbarton, Newark Academy,
East Brunswick, Holmdel, Millburn
and Moorestown — plus three teams
on
the
edge—Cumberland,
Hillsborough, Livingston.
The following Saturday, after the
county championships on April 2728, WHS will host the Westfield Invitational at the Westfield Tennis Club
on Chestnut Street. WHS, Summit,
Governor Livingston and New Providence are the four teams.
And on May 6-7, WHS is entered in
the always-strong Newark Academy
Invitational. At press time, the field
had not been finalized, but it will
likely include many of the teams competing at Delbarton.
Speaking of the WHS team, it is a
measure of the team’s strength that
captain Lee Bernstein, a county champion at first doubles last year, has only
been in one match so far. “Our challenge matches, especially at doubles,
are unbelievable,” coach George
Kapner said. “We actually have four
doubles teams that are almost equal.
The challenge matches are usually
like 6-4, 6-4.”
Jack Trimble and Dean Thompson
have been the No. 1 doubles team,
with Evan Eisenberg and Matt Gralla
most often at No. 2 doubles. But
Bernstein and Jon Ramalho, or Greg
Luppescu and Akif Evangelidis have
been solid when they won the challenges. Singles has been sophomores
Kevin Shallcross and Ravi Netravali,
and freshman James Chu. The only
senior in the first 11 is Bernstein.
“And there’s a couple more really
outstanding eighth graders coming in
next year,” Kapner said.
REST IN PEACE
Doug Carver was a tough-as-nails
basketball player. He set a pick, and
the defensive guy was picked. He
boxed you out, and the rebound was
his. Not a spectacular player, Carver
was a key player on WHS teams that
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WESTFIELD

$475,000

Charming abode has a sun-filled interior with a Living Room with
bay window, Formal Dining Room with sliding glass door to deck
and fenced yard, nice-sized Bedrooms, Kitchen with breakfast bar,
ample closet space and a marvelous ‘go everywhere’ location!

WESTFIELD

went 44-6 during his sophomore and
junior years. He scored 104 points as
a sophomore in 1962 as WHS reached
the state Group 4 final before losing to
Weequahic, 55-52. He had 100 more
as a junior when WHS won the Union
County Tournament title with a team
that featured Bob King and Bob Felter,
two of the school’s three 1,000-point
career scorers.
After his parents died in a plane
crash, Carver transferred to the Hill
School in Pennsylvania, where he
again starred on the basketball team.
He later graduated from Stanford and
had an eclectic life that ended on April
8 in Berkeley, Calif., when he lost a
30-plus year battle with the side effects of Hodgkin’s Disease therapy.
Married with four children, contributions can be sent to The Carver
Children Education Fund, P.O. Box
1979, Oakland, Calif. 94604.
Mike Cowles, Carver’s good friend,
has kept me aware of what was happening with Doug as he lay in a California hospital bed battling his illness. “I was talking to Doug one day
and he said he remembered you,”
Cowles wrote in an email. “He said
you had black horn-rimmed glasses,
were a good shooter and played defense like Bill Schutsky.”
(To those who don’t know how huge
of a compliment that is, let’s just say
that Bill Schutsky was a 6-foot-3 defensive wizard for then-Hillside coach
Rollie Massimino. When you were
guarded by Schutsky, you earned every point. He later starred at West
Point under a young coach named
Bobby Knight.)
Another key part of my life at ages
15-19 was singer-songwriter Gene
Pitney, who had many top hits for
himself — The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, Mecca, (I’m Gonna)
Love My Life Away — and for others,
like the Crystals (He’s a Rebel), Bobby
Vee (Rubber Ball) and Rick Nelson
(Hello Mary Lou). Pitney died on
April 5 after a performance in Cardiff,
England. He was 65.
B-B-B-B-B-BUNT?
There was a reported sighting of a
bunt during a WHS baseball game
against Linden last week. The unconfirmed rumors said that designated
hitter Dave Kaplow, a day after getting three hits, laid down a bunt with
a runner on second base. As if to prove
The Den’s theory that good things
happen when you bunt, the ball was
thrown away at first base and the
WHS runner scored.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions, story
ideas or trivia questions at
bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

$845,000

Move right into this all pristine Ranch featuring an all new Kitchen,
new heating and Central Air Conditioning, basement just finished
as mini-apartment. Perfect setup for parent living with you.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$629,000
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WESTFIELD

$2,500,000

Move-in condition expanded home with many updates which include
a roomy Eat-In Kitchen with granite countertops and center island,
updated baths, finished basement with full bath, 4 Bedrooms and 3
full baths.

Completion nears for the ultimate in architectural hand crafted
detail. Pinnacle of the Primavera collection is a breathtaking tribute
to unrivaled beauty that surpasses them all.

SCOTCH PLAINS

FANWOOD

$550,000

Spacious home on 1/3 acre. Features wonderful amenities including Central Air Conditioning, fireplace, 2 full baths, cathedral ceiling and hardwood floors throughout. Lovingly maintained and ready
for you! Not a drive by.

$485,000

Spacious 4 Bedroom, 2.1 bath home with hardwood floors, Central
Air Conditioning and other updates including a new Kitchen, HWH
and ceramic tile in entrance foyer. Close to schools, train and park.
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SHAPIRO RETIRES 9 OF 10, ANTONELLI STOPS RALLY

Blue Devils Plate 8 in Second
To Thump Tiger Nine, 13-5
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore pitcher Evan Shapiro
was called up from the JV’s and tossed
a three-inning no-hitter, retiring nine
of 10 batters as the Westfield High
School baseball team rolled to a 13-5
victory over Linden in Westfield on
April 12. The 3-2 Blue Devils have
won three straight since an opening
day loss to No. 9 Hillsborough and a
loss to No. 5 Cranford.
Shapiro got the first eight Tigers to
either ground out or fly out before he
yielded his only walk – on four pitches
to Jose Martinez. Joe Schurig took to
the mound in the fourth inning but ran
into trouble in the fifth inning when
the 2-5 Tigers scored all five of their
runs. Peter Antonelli relieved and retired the next batter to close the inning,
then mixed his pitches well to toss two
scoreless innings, allowing just an infield single in the sixth and a grounder
over second in the seventh.
“With Tommy Ricciuti’s arm problem right now, we brought him up from
the JV’s because I think he’s got a great
deal of potential. He threw three very
strong innings but I didn’t want to go
too far with him,” Blue Devil Head

Coach Bob Brewster said of Shapiro.
“Joe had a rough outing. He wasn’t
locating his pitches well then Peter
came in and did a good job. Joe has
potential. He has a real live arm. We just
have to harness and get him to throw the
ball where he wants to.”
The Blue Devils inserted a little
“Billy Ball” in the second inning,
which caused the Tigers’ defensive
focusing to collapse. When the inning ended, 12 Blue Devils had
stepped to the plate, six hits were
recorded, the Tigers committed five
errors and had one wild pitch, and
eight runs were scored.
Alex Zierler (3 runs scored, 1 single,
1 stolen base) got the ball rolling in
the inning by beating out a slightly
mishandled grounder to shortstop. Jay
Anderson (2-for-2, 2 RBI, 1 run
scored) ripped an RBI single, Justin
Olsen (2-for-3, 3 runs scored, RBI)
took a pitch on the arm and Dave
Kaplow laid down a bunt that caused
a throwing error and loaded the bases.
Jayshawn King ripped an RBI single
that was bungled by the leftfielder,
allowing another run to score then a
throw to third went out of play, allowing Kaplow to score. King stole third.

Mike Diaz hit an RBI sacrifice fly
and Craig Ellis (3-for-4, RBI, run
scored) drilled a double. Mike Murray
(2-for-4, RBI, run scored) lined an
RBI single, Tom Ricciuti singled.
Murray scored on a wild pitch and
Anderson ripped his second RBI
single of the inning.
“That’s the way I was brought up
playing, a lot of bunting, running,
stealing. It’s a lost art in the game. We
work on it a lot so we figured let’s try
it a few times and see what we can do.
I think that’s what catapulted us in
that inning where we got a bunch of
runs,” said Brewster. “We were running. We were taking a few extra
bases here and there. You have to be
able to do that to win at bigger games.”
After Schurig tossed a scoreless inning, the Tigers got the best of him with
five runs in the fifth on a two-run double
from Martinez and a bases-loaded
double from Brandon Czajkowski.
The Blue Devils got three of the
runs back in the bottom of the inning
on three hits, an RBI sac fly, an error
and a walk. Zierler and Olsen scored
in the sixth to make the score 13-5.
Linden
Westfield
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANEUVERING AROUND AN OBSTACLE…Blue Devil middie Chris Mattes, No. 11, maneuvers around a Peddie
defender. Mattes scored three goals as did middie Mike Bialick and attacker Harry Bernstein.

BIALICK, BERNSTEIN, MATTES NET 3 GOALS APIECE

Blue Devils Control Midfield,
Pounce Peddie Lax Boys, 14-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lack of midfield dominance and
inability to penetrate opponents’ defenses resulted in three losses for the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team this season. The tables were
turned, however, in a big way on
April 13 at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield when the No. 17 Blue Devils controlled every aspect of the game
to seize a 14-6 victory over the Peddie
Falcons.
The Blue Devils stepped up the
physical play, won 19 of 24 face-offs
and outdid the Falcons 38-18 in ground
balls. Unlike with their previous loss
even though they out-shot Pingry 4020, the 2-3 Blue Devils successfully

Softball Vikings Stop
Roselle Catholic, 8-4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AWAITING THE THROW TO SECOND…Blue Devil shortstop Josh Gerckens awaits the throw from catcher Justin Olsen
as Linden base runner Joe Wiewiorski face dives into second.

MOUNTAINSIDE

Open House: Sun. 4/23 1-5pm

$839,900

A beautiful updated nine-room Center Hall Colonial located in a park-like setting. This custom home features
spacious living room with fireplace, formal dining room with built-ins & custom crown moldings. The eat-in kitchen
features custom Rutt cabinets, Jenn-aire, granite countertop, pantry & a bay window overlooking a beautifully landscaped
yard & large patio. New family room with cathedral ceiling & many new features too numerous to mention. DIR: Rt
22 to New Providence Rd. lt on Partridge Rd. #291 (052000550)

The Union Catholic High School
softball team got a big boost from
Angela Sessa, who went 5-for-5 with
a triple, two doubles and three RBI to
defeat Roselle Catholic, 8-4, in Roselle
on April 13. Angela Belotta had a
triple and a double for the 3-2 Vikings.

MOUNTAINSIDE

penetrated the Falcons’ defense, outshooting them 35-17, and got off a
higher quality of shots on goal.
“We had a talk that we weren’t getting the job done. We weren’t going
hard enough in practice and it was
showing. We got it together. The last
two days we had really hard practices.
The guys were pushing each other and
it showed today,” said Blue Devils
Head Coach Gerry Benaquista. “Other
guys stepped up today. The guys who
were seconds stepped up and filled in
as starters and did a good job.”
Spreading the wealth, seven Blue
Devils flicked in goals. Middies Mike
Bialick (3 assists) and Chris Mattes,
along with attacker Harry Bernstein,
each netted three goals and Bryan
Nolan fired in two second-half goals.
Jeffrey Mysel, Luke Baran and J-R
Brockway scored one goal apiece.
Joe Simone, Tom Bottini and Ryan
Sharkey provided assists.
Mattes and Baran scored unassisted
goals and Bernstein, assisted by
Simone, added the third goal to give
the Blue Devils a 3-2 lead at the end
of the first quarter. Ron Walton and
Belai Lencho scored for Peddie.

The Blue Devils poured on a deluge of goals in the second quarter.
The first four came unassisted as
Bialick (twice), Mattes and Mysel
powered their way through the defense. The Sharkey to Bialick combination netted the fifth goal. Bialick
assisted Bernstein with the next goal.
Mattes scored then, on a carbon copy
of the sixth goal, Bialick set up
Bernstein to give the Blue Devils an
11-3 lead at the half. Marcus Craig
scored the lone Peddie goal.
Midway through the third quarter
Nolan, assisted by Bottini, stuffed the
net then Falcon Sam Meyer answered
with a goal. In the fourth quarter,
Nolan scored again then Lencho and
Walton, respectively, added their second goals. Brockway, assisted by
Bialick, scored the final goal.
“We had our inside game working.
We were finding the open man. We
weren’t being selfish. We were playing good team lacrosse,” commented
Benaquista. “We don’t have any one
guy who leads us. We have a team that
leads us.”
Peddie
Westfield

Gracious Ranch

$739,900

Expanded brick front Ranch with Colonial layout, has quality and architectural charm throughout. 2-story entry foyer
opens to entertainment size living room with wood-burning fireplace flanked by built-ins. Step down to the formal
dining room graced by bow window and an eat-in kitchen with separate dining area. Light fills the family room
through 2 walls of casement windows. First floor bedroom off separate hallway has full bath. Second floor features
expansive bedroom with a huge office / nursery, additional bedroom and bath. Walk out from the enormous finished
basement to 2 slate patios and fenced yard. A very special house awaits you. (052000822)

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano

WESTFIELD

New Construction

$1,250,000

A distinctive 2006 custom Westfield residence by Bella Properties. From designer appointments and countless extras to the unparalleled
attention to quality craftsmanship, this custom Colonial showplace will elicit praise at every turn. Amenities include spacious mahogany
front porch, dramatic 2 story entry, classic 9’ first floor ceilings, hardwood flooring 1st & 2nd floors, detailed millwork, luxurious master
suite, 2-zone heating and central air, designer kitchen, 2 ½ gorgeous baths, family room with fireplace, elegant open staircase to 8’
ceiling in basement, patio, private yard and so very much more. Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, yet moments from Tamaques Park,
schools, and picturesque downtown Westfield. 632 Green Briar Court would be the perfect choice to call home . . . Contact Holly for
the impressive list of amenities & specifications. (052000983)

WESTFIELD

New Construction – A Chance of a Lifetime

$2,600,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Westfield residence with a premier 180 unobstructed view of Echo Lake
Golf Course. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities and an enchanting setting combine to deliver an
unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 14-room classic includes a grande master suite with fireplace, sitting
room, his and her walk-in closets, spa like bath and steam shower, 5 additional bedrooms, 5 ½ baths, formal living
and dining rooms, library, family room, 2 additional fireplaces, 25’ x 32’ designer kitchen with French doors to
magnificent terrace and manicured grounds. Call Ralph for more information at 908-591-6283. (052000591)
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Diamond Blue Devils Rise Up in Second Inning
To Oust South Amboy Governors, 9-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

three over five innings. Brandon Cuba
relieved and tossed a one-hitter in
two innings.
“Jay is our number three or four
pitcher and he needed the work today.
He goes out, throws a nice ball game
and we then finished with Brandon
who was very effective. He was in
command, threw strikes and gave up
a wind blown double,” said Brewster.
Anderson also went 2-for-4, including two doubles, and three RBI.
Michael Diaz finished 2-for-2, including a two-run homer, and four RBI.
Justin Olsen banged a double and Tom
Ricciuti whacked two singles. Brian
Seres and Mike DeJoy each had three
hits to lead the Governors.
First baseman Alex Zierler snagged
a difficult chopper, Ricciuti scooped
up a shoe-top laser at short then tossed
off-balanced in time for the out in the
third inning. Catcher Mike Murray
fired a knockout toss to second to nab
the runner and Diaz executed a
headfirst sliding snag in the fifth inning.
The 5-1 Governors scored twice in
the first inning on three singles and a

RBI double by Seres then added a run
in the second on a double by DeJoy to
take a 3-0 lead. Anderson’s fastballs
found the mark over the next three
innings and limited the Governors to
three hits.
“It was my first start of the year but
I came out feeling pretty good,” said
Anderson. “That first inning was a
little rough. I threw balls right down
the middle letting them hit a little too
much. I settled down, started throwing more off-speed pitches, started
locating my fastball and it ended up
working out.”
The 4-2 Blue Devils hammered out
six runs in the bottom of the second.
Dave Kaplow took a shot to the helmet, stole second and advanced on a
wild pitch. King walked, swiped a
bag and Diaz followed by drilling a
two-run single to right. Murray triggered an RBI single and advanced.
Ricciuti walked, stole a bag and
Zierler rapped an RBI single and
swiped second. Anderson blasted a
two-run double off the 375’ marker
for a 6-3 lead.
“Their pitcher (Seres) was very

good to start the game. We had bases
loaded, no one out on three walks and
they got out of it. Right then that sez
‘wow,’ we got to wake up. They had
their little confusion with substitution and that sort of took a lot of the
momentum out of their sails,” said
Brewster.
Olsen doubled and Diaz crushed
his two-run blast in the third, then
Ricciuti singled and Anderson hit an
RBI double in the fourth.
“This past week I have been up and
down with hitting. Today, I let the past
week go and felt good,” said Diaz. “I
was looking to get something over the
plate so I can extend my hands and
looked up the middle. I got a few
pitches that I got my bat around on.”
“Mike has just been wailing the
ball and finally he came out of his
slump,” added a smiling Anderson.
“He showed me up a little bit on his
homerun after I hit the fence.”
Westfield will face Watchung Hills
for the championship on Saturday,
April 29.
South Amboy
Westfield
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Blue Devil Boys Crush
Baseball Farmers, 15-6
Alex Zierler (4-for-5) crushed a
three-run homer and Mike Murray (2
hits, 4 RBI) hammered a two-run
homer to lead the 5-2 Blue Devils to
a 15-6 rout of 6-2 Union in Union on
April 17.
Murray’s big blast set the all-time
Westfield High School for home runs
at 12. See Devils’ Den on page 12.

Softball Devils Nip
Union Farmers, 3-2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OFFERING OFFENSIVE SUPPORT…Blue Devil Justin Olsen had two hits in
the game against Linden and whacked a double against South Amboy.

Jen Urciuoli (3-for-4, HR, 2 RBI)
rapped and RBI single in the bottom
of the 11th inning to give the 3-4
Westfield High School softball team
a 3-2 victory over 4-2 Union in
Westfield on April 17. Jodie Hall hit
a two-run homer for the Farmers in
the first inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SISTER ACT IN THE 4X800…Meg Driscoll, right, hands the baton to sister Rose to start the second leg of the 4x800-meter
relay. Meg and Rose Driscoll, Ayn Wisler and Stephanie Cortinhal won the event with a time of 9:47.7.

Blue Devils, Raiders Win 1 Each; UC Vikings 2
At Blue Devil Girls Track & Field Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

crossed first in the 4x400 meters
with a time of 4:07.2. Westfield
placed fifth at 4:15.2, picked up a
sixth in the long jump with a distance of 29’1” and sixth in the
shuttle hurdles at 1:19.4.
Cassie Valdes (1200 – 4:00),
Kelly (400 – 59.7), Bridget
Cornwell (800 – 2:30.3) and Brittany Veech (1600 – 5:29.3) finished second in the distance medley relay (DMR) with a time of
12:59.1 behind Hunterdon Central at 12:54.3. The Vikings finished fifth with a time of 14:02.6.
After the DMR, Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel said, “I think
we probably should have run at
least 15 seconds faster. I didn’t see
out there the heart of the lion, I
guess. It was a decent run for this
early in the season but we should
have done better.”
Raiders Erin Rossi (92’3") and
Lauryn Adams (86’11") placed
second in the discus with a distance of 179’2” and Olsson, Vena,
Kelly and Gates took second in the
4x200 at 1:46.8. Olsson, Vena, Kim
Shelus and Gates placed fifth in

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING SECOND IN THE DMR…Raider freshman Brittany Veech ran the
1600 leg of the distance medley relay and, along with Cassie Vlades, Meaghan Kelly
and Bridget Cornwell, finished second in the event. See another picture on page 16.

Wondering What Your Home Is Worth
In Today’s Market?
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
“FOR THE SERVICE YOU EXPECT. . . AND DESERVE”

Raymond “Ray” Pardon
Sales Associate
WESTFIELD…Grand and Spacious Colonial Home on a deep private lot. This home features a formal
living room and dining room, eat-in kitchen, cozy family room with fireplace. A wonderful sunroom
overlooks the deep private yard. With four bedrooms, 2.5 baths and two car garage, there is even a new roof
and a home warranty. All of this and so much more only $649,000. Call Pat for a personal tour.

ERA Suburb Realty Agency

Patricia ‘Pat’ Plante
Broker/Sales Associate
Direct Dial: (908) 233-2162
Pat-Plante@Burgdorff.com

Residential, Commercial & Investment
Properties – Sales & Rentals
Office: 908-322-4434 Ext 119
Cell: 908-370-7067
E-Mail: RGPNJ@comcast.net

1773 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ

600 North Avenue West
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated

the 4x100 at 51.9. Although not placing in the top 6, running for the first
time this season together, Blue Devils Allie Fleder, Erica Ammermuller,
Jacqui Snyder and Joanne Mathew
won their heat in the 4x100 with a
time of 53.9.
Vikings Alisa Harris, Jen Seniszyn,
Angelica Glover and Samantha Peters crossed first in the sprint medley
relay with a time of 4:31.6 followed
by Raiders Kate Johnson, Alison
Acevedo, Shelus and Veeck who
crossed second with a time of 4:35.9.
Viking junior Kaity Eppinger, who
cleared 5’4” in the Meet of Champions last year, and Tiara Brown won
the high jump with a height of 9’8”.
“They are getting better now. They
are starting to build up for the competitive part of the season,” said Viking Head Coach Mike McCabe.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!
email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Open House: Sunday April 23, 1-4pm
1061 Wychwood Rd, Westfield

WESTFIELD

$699,900

Enchanting 3 Bedroom Tudor featuring a covered porch leading to an entrance Foyer; Living
Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen and a first floor Family Room overlooking a
beautifully landscaped deep lot. Great Franklin School location! WSF0250

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

Elegant 4 BR, 3 ½ BTH CH Colonial. Beau foyer opens to lrg LR w/frplc & bow wndw, FDR, FR w/double
sided frplc, MBR w/bath & wi closet, EIK, Breakfast Room w/French doors to patio and wisteria covered
arbor. Moldings, hwfls, 2 strcases, RR, CAC, 2CGR. Near golf course. WSF0307
$1,390,000.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Holy Trinity 7th/8th Girls Win
Suburban CBL Championship
The Holy Trinity seventh and eighth
grade girl’s basketball team won the
competitive Suburban Catholic Girls
Basketball League Championship
with an overall record of 16-1. Relying on a strong, tenacious defense the
team created numerous offensivescoring opportunities.
Cate Munkittrick, with 230 points,
anchored the team with strong work
on the boards while leading a balanced offensive attack with quick
outlet passes to point guard Jessica
Mondon, who poured in 215 points.
Elaina Kujawski, while also being a
strong scorer, was the team defensive
specialist who continually thwarted
opponents’ key players all season.
Natalie Deduck, Patricia Whitehead
and Caraugh Ball rounded out the
eighth graders on the team who supplied strong defensive and offensive

play all season, continually frustrating opponents’ attempts to move the
ball inside the paint.
Guards Megan Tosato, Kristy
McMahon and Jen Puleo, together with
power forwards Kariah Johnson and
Mara Pantano, made strong contributions coming off the bench down the
stretch. The continued improvement
of the girls and their unrelenting tenacity helped Holy Trinity capture the
League Championship. In addition to
being a championship basketball team,
nearly all of the girls made the Holy
Trinity Honor Role signifying outstanding academic achievement.
Kujawski,
Mondon
and
Munkittrick were selected to the
SCGL All Star Team. Mondon and
Munkittrick were also selected by a
vote of the opposing coaches to the
SCG All-League Team.

Raider Boys Win 2, Devils 1
In Blue Devil Track Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

DMR at 10:54.5. Raiders Josh Alleman who added that he would
Zinman, Tom Pennella, Tim Salisbury like to hit the 59-foot mark by the end
and Adam Biner finished sixth at of the year. “That would break the
11:13.8.
school record.”
“We did pretty well. Our leadoff
Alleman and Jason Boff teamed to
runner did exactly what we wanted. place fourth in the discus with a disBrian is coming off an illness. He’s tance of 254’2”.
run 4:25. We wanted more but we will
Raiders Nehemiah Burney-Porter
take third,” commented Viking Head Coach Mike
McCabe.
Perrella and his teammates were also looking
ahead to the very competitive 4x800 relay.
“That is what we are really going to concentrate on.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
That is where we are really
JUST ANOTHER HURDLE…Tom Pennella clears a hurdle in the shuttle hurdle
deep. We have seven or eight
event, which the Raiders finished third.
guys who run in the low 2’s
(2 minutes),” said Perrella.
In the event, which featured Eric Scrudato, Jay
Hoban, Ameer Rogers and
Perrella, respectively, once
again Perrella had a great
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec- rials Inc., Shop Rite, Snow Bird, kick but just could not close
reation Department, Westfield Rec- Westfield Mortgage, and The Run- the gap as Old Bridge crossed
first in 8:20.3 followed by
reation Commission and the Opti- ning Company.
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
mist Club of Westfield will host its’
For race application information, the Blue Devils at 8:21.
MIGHTY SHOVE…Raider Mike Alleman had
In the shot put, Alleman’s the best throw in the shot put at 52’8.5”.
16th annual 5-Miler and 1-Mile Fun or to volunteer or become a sponsor,
Run Saturday, April 29, at Tamaques contact the Westfield Recreation De- heave of 52’8.5” combined
Park in Westfield. Proceeds from the partment at (908) 789-4080 or visit with John Badala’s toss of 47’4” to (53.4), Tom Ventura (52.3), Rob
Ventura (52.7) and Kyle Rowbotham
event will benefit Project Graduation there website at: westfieldnj.gov/rec- total 100’0.5”.
“I had a good series of throws and (49.0) placed first in the 4x400 with a
for Westfield High School seniors.
reation.
Badala did, so we hit our mark. I was time of 3:27.4. The same foursome
The 1-Mile Fun Run will begin at 9
really glad about that. Today, I had placed fourth in the 4x200 with a time
a.m. followed by the 5-Miler at 9:30
See
Photos
on
the
Web!
my speed good and my leg was under of 1:32.6 just behind Union Catholic
a.m. Pre-Entry Registration Fees
me but those are usually the two main at 1:32.5.
(postmarked before Monday, April
www.goleader.com
things I have to work on,” said
Burney-Porter, James Alfano,
24) will be $15 for the 5-Miler and $5
Pennella and Rowbotham also won
for the 1 Mile Fun Run. Registration
their own heat in shuttle hurdles with
fees after April 24 and on race day
a time of 1:03.7 but placed third overwill be $20 for the 5-Miler and $10
all with Hunterdon Central taking
for the 1 Mile Fun Run.
first at 1:03.3 and Rahway placing
T-shirts will be issued to all presecond at 1:03.5.
registered participants of the 5-Miler.
“This is our best time this year by a
The race features a fast and flat
second. But if we ran on the first heat
USATF certified course with mile
with Rahway, I’m sure that could have
splits and water stations. Runners
pushed us more and we could have run
should come dressed to run.
a little bit faster,” said team captain
Trophies will be awarded to first
Alfano after the shuttle hurdles.
overall male and female winners.
“Our team goal this year is to get a
Awards to first-, second- and thirdminute or under,” added Pennella, a
place male and female finishers in
junior.
each age group of the 5-Miler. Medals
The Vikings placed third in the sprint
will be awarded to all participants (14
medley at 3:39.9 while Alfano, Mike
and under, 15 to 19, 20 to 29, 30 to 39,
Katz, Alex Carow and Biner placed
40 to 49, 50 to 59, 60 and over) of the
fifth with a time of 3:50.1. Pennella
1-Mile Fun Run and T-shirts will be
and Rowbotham placed fourth in the
awarded to the first overall male and
high jump with a height of 11 feet.
female runners of the 1-Miler.
Blue Devils Maccubbin and Rich
The following organizations helped
Scialabba placed second in the event
support the event: Hershey’s Deli,
PROforma Printing, Century 21 Tay- IN THE PINK…The winners of the 7/8th grade Westfield intown girls basketball with a height of 11’6”. Westfield placed
lor & Love Inc., TC Graphics, An- championship, “Big Pink,” pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jenna LaRusso fourth in the pole vault with a height of
thony James Construction, The Mat- and Christina Martinez; middle row, Sara Connery, Marissa Boretz, Alyssa 20 feet. Carow and Burney-Porter
tress Factory, Leventhal Family Chi- Clemenko and Juliana Capuano; back row, Coach Ken Clemenko, Kelly Hering, placed fifth in the long jump with a
ropractic, Penny Pray Antiques, Drug Laura Kenny, Anna Powell, Diana Rogut, Chelsea Wolf and Coach Bill Capuano. combined leap of 39’0.75” followed
by Westfield at 38’2”.
Fair, JMK Auto Sales, Weldon Mate- Not Pictured are Tara Criscuolo, Gabrielle Cerami and Kyla Gradzka.

WF Annual 5-Miler, Fun Run
Slated for Saturday, April 29

LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Holy Trinity 7th/8th grade girls basketball team won the
Suburban Catholic League Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Caraugh Ball, Patricia Whitehead, Jessica Mondon, Kristy McMahon and Megan
Tosato; back row, Coach Mondon, Elaina Kujawski, Natalie Deduck, Cate Munkittrick,
Kariah Johnson, Mara Pantano and Assistant Coach Ball. Missing is Jen Pulleo.
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TAKING DOWN THE OPPOSITION…Frank Kirchner of the Union County
Rugby Men’s Team takes down the opposition with his teammates Lou Ducia, left,
Chris Cook, right, and Anthony Kobel giving him support. In a battle against the
NYConn rugby club, the Mudturtles suffered their first loss of the season, 29- 28,
to drop to 4-1.

Concierge Service

Massage Service Available

State-of-the-art Fitness Centers

On-site Beauty Salon

Clubhouse with Pool

F I V E S TA R L U X U RY
IN LIVINGSTON

“FIVE STAR LUXURY” means, simply, world-class in
every way. Introducing The Enclave at Livingston Country
Club – five-star living for active adults over 55.
Set in prestigious Livingston, less than a mile from
The Mall at Short Hills, this exclusive gated
community brings you an array of resort-style services,
from concierge service to a social director, to
transportation to local shopping venues.

Page 15

At the clubhouse you’ll find an opulent grand
ballroom, café and espresso bar, beauty salon and
massage and wellness room. Work out in the state-ofthe art fitness center or swim in the heated pool. Or
sharpen your game on the putting green or tennis
court. On rainy days, play a game of billiards or relax
in the library.
Your ultra luxury residence boasts nine-foot ceilings, a

gourmet chef’s kitchen with stainless steel appliances and
a distinctive marble bathroom with soaking tub and
whirlpool. French doors lead to a private balcony or patio
where you can relax or entertain.
With its pampering service, great location and
spectacular amenities, The Enclave at Livingston
Country Club is New Jersey’s premier adult
community. Come see for yourself!

973-422-9300
Rental Office Open Daily: 10:00am – 5:00pm

ULTRA LUXURY RENTALS FOR ACTIVE ADULTS*

Priced from $1,865 per month

Directions: From Route 78/24 Westbound: Take Exit 7C (JFK Parkway/Livingston/Caldwell) Proceed on JFK Parkway and follow signs for The Mall at Short Hills onto JFK Parkway/Livingston. Proceed on JFK Parkway past The Mall at Short Hills to the traffic light at
the intersection of JFK Parkway and South Orange Avenue. Turn left onto South Orange Avenue. Proceed approximately 3/4 mile and turn right into the community.

Continental Properties Communities of Distinction.
*One member of each household must be 55 or more.

❖

*All prices subject to change without notice.
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Scotch Plains Hawks Finish
With Perfect Hoops Season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STARTING HER LEG OF THE SPRINT MEDLEY… Union Catholic Viking
Jen Seniszyn begins her leg of the sprint medley relay at the Blue Devil Classic
track relays. Alisa Harris, Seniszyn, Angelica Glover and Samantha Peters
crossed first in the sprint medley relay with a time of 4:31.6

The Scotch Plains Recreation Basketball season sailed to a perfect season
for the 10-0 Hawks who featured the
talents of third and fourth grade players. Under the guidance of coach Marty
and assistance coach Mark Romaine,
the Hawks, who also won the season’s
championship game, paved the way for
a fun filled season, which had its share
of highlights and events.
“The kids were always pumped up
for every game,” said coach Marty
who also gave the team its signature
birdcall of Tweet Tweet.
“Every player contributed to the
team’s offense and defense, and assistance coach Romaine was instrumental in helping him teach the players the fundamentals of basketball.
The Hawks, who played two overPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO RE-BID

See Photos on the Web! www.goleader.com

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 4/23, 1-4PM
5 Marion Lane, Scotch Plains

SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED
BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
ON MONDAY, MAY 8, 2006 AT 10:00
A.M. PREVAILING TIME IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE MUNICIPAL
BUILDING, 425 EAST BROAD STREET,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY TO FURNISH AND DELIVER TO THE PUBLIC
WORKS CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE
WEST:

time games down to the last shot
victories, were never intimidated by
the opposing teams and the players
lived up to the old wise saying, “Birds
of feathers flock together”.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-08-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on April 11, 2006. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
This ordinance replaces Chapter 255
with a new Chapter 255 entitled, “Fanwood
Stormwater Control Ordinance for Major
Developments” and adopting Chapter 256,
entitled “Fanwood Stormwater Control
Ordinance for Non-Major Developments”..
This ordinance is scheduled for adoption on May 9, 2006, 7:30 P.M. Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 4/20/06, The Times
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE

75,000 GALLONS, MORE OR
LESS, OF NO. 2 DIESEL FUEL
FROM MARCH 1, 2006
THROUGH FEBRUARY 29,
2008

Location, size, condition and ambiance are all offered in this
substantial and gracious four-bedroom home, boasting 3 new
baths. Additions and renovations have included the spacious
family room which opens to the gorgeous custom kitchen, and
the year round sun room. The fabulous master suite has a fireplace, sitting room, French doors to the viewing balcony and
an amazing marble bath. Family gatherings of any size can be
accommodated with ease and comfort . . . enjoy the luxury of
an elegant lifestyle! DIR: Raritan Road to Black Birch, left on
Marion Lane. WSF0305 Offered at $1,395,000

REVA BERGER

Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

2006 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 2006
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

210,000 GALLONS, MORE OR
LESS, OF UNLEADED GASOLINE FROM MARCH 1, 2006
THROUGH FEBRUARY 29,
2008

PROPOSALS MAY BE DELIVERED AT
THE PLACE AND BEFORE THE HOUR
ABOVE MENTIONED AND MUST BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A CERTIFIED
CHECK, OR BID BOND, MADE PAYABLE TO THE ORDER OF THE TREASURER OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO AT LEAST
TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE BASE
AMOUNT OF THE BID. EACH PROPOSAL MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A SURETY COMPANY CERTIFICATION STATING THAT SAID SURETY
COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE FULL AMOUNT
OF THE CONTRACT.
BIDDERS MUST BE IN COMPLIANCE
WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER
127 PL 1975, SUPPLEMENT TO THE
LAW AGAINST DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION).
SPECIFICATIONS AND PROPOSAL
FORM MAY BE EXAMINED OR PROCURED AT THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN
ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS CENTER,
959
NORTH
AVENUE,
WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY
AND ALL BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY
INFORMALITY, IF IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 4/20/06, The Leader
Fee: $51.00

THE UNDEFEATED BASKETBALL HAWKS…The third/fourth grade Hawks
of the Scotch Plains Recreation League finished with a perfect, 10-0 basketball
season. The Hawks won two games in overtime and won the championship game.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Kedar Carrington, Jordan Schwerdtfeger,
Elias Vitoroulis, Christopher McMahon, Paras Jha and Justin A. Davidson; back
row, Brian Lapham, Joe Pagano and Coach Marty. Not pictured are Assistant
Coach Mark Romaine, Ryan Romaine and Joseph Garrastazu.

SUMMARY OF REVENUES
1.
2.
3.
4.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ANTICIPATED

Surplus
Total Miscellaneous Revenues
Receipts from Delinquent Taxes
Local Tax for Municipal Purposes
Total General Revenues

2006
$2,175,000.00
$5,614,335.33
$500,000.00
$13,723,212.44
$22,012,547.77

2005
$1,860,000.00
$5,687,771.10
$480,000.00
$12,968,928.30
$20,996,699.40

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS
Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations
Capital Improvements
Debt Service
Reserve for Uncollected Taxes
Total General Appropriations
Total Number of Employees

2006 BUDGET
$8,639,169.00
$9,741,530.77
$429,196.00
$100,000.00
$1,652,652.00
$1,450,000.00
$22,012,547.77
178

FINAL
2005 BUDGET
$8,243,971.00
$9,248,188.40
$485,590.00
$60,000.00
$1,530,950.00
$1,428,000.00
$20,996,699.40
181

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
GENERAL
Interest
$1,923,758.73
Principal
$8,413,000.00
Outstanding Balance
$10,336,758.73
Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, on April 11, 2006.
A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on May 9, 2006 at 8:00
o’clock P.M., at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2006 may
be presented by the taxpayers or other interested persons.
Copies of the budget are available in the office of Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076, (908) 322-6700, during the hours of 9:00 A.M.
to 4:30 P.M.
1 T - 4/20/06, The Times

Fee: $128.52

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Cranford
$499,000
OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 4/23 1-4pm. 121 Riverside Drive.
Pristine 1920’s colonial with lots of charm. Updated
kitchen and bath. DIR: Orange Av, Riverside Dr. WSF0268

$3,350,000
Westfield
Fabulous new home with incredible amenities. Furniture
quality gourmet kitchen, tray & coffered ceilings, master
suite & more. WSF0141

Westfield
$1,179,000
Exquisitely restored Victorian retaining numerous vintage
details & offering all of today’s conveniences. Just
Beautfiul! WSF0994

Westfield
$649,000
OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 4/23 1-4pm. 924 Harding Street.
Washington School District. Beautifully updated kitchen,
4 bedrooms, fireplace, cac. DIR: Wells, Harding. WSF0269

$899,900
Westfield
Beautifully maintained 7 year old colonial. 4 bedrooms,
2.1 baths, fabulous finished walk-out basement, deck &
more. WSF1063

Garwood
$399,900
Gracious, pristine colonial cape. Large family room, office/sitting room could be 4th bedroom. New deck &
play area. WSF0144

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
HOME LOANS

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Simply the Best... 2005
THANKS TO YOU!

Premier
Agents
Hye-Young Choi

Kimberley Haley

Frank D. Isoldi

Mary McEnerney

President’s Elite

Thomas Bianco

Susan Checchio

Bettyann Lynch

Faith Maricic

Grace Rappa

Maryalice Ryan

Barbara Callahan

John DeMarco

Gina Suriano-Barber

President’s Circle

Ann Allen

Patricia Glaydura

Reva Berger

Irene Katz

Kay Gragnano

Lola Reed

Jayne Bernstein

Kathryn Shea

Judith Koeppel

Naasa Sherbeini

Elizabeth Kroncke

Ruth Tate

Carol Lyons

John Clark Wiley

President’s Club

John Aslanian

James Fawcett

Nancy Bregman

Anne Kelly

Eileen Burlinson

Gloria Kraft

Barbara Devlin

Maureen LaCosta

Susan Dinan

Harriet Lifson

Louis Faruolo

Faten Mahran

Regina Vietro

Cold
well Bank
er Residential Brok
erag
Coldwell
Banker
Brokerag
eragee proudly congratulates our 2005 award winning Sales Associates
Associates..
Earning the most coveted designations bestowed by Cold
well Bank
er
Coldwell
Banker
er,, the
theyy each accomplished extraordinary
results for buyers and sellers
sellers.. W
Wee look forward to assisting you with all your real estate needs
needs..
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
(888) 317-5416
We make home loans easy.

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 6, 2006, the following decisions of the Board were memorialized:

908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005

Denied a request made by Oscar
Garrido to amend his Temporary Operating Permit in order to park an additional
vehicle with livery plates at the property
located at 1550 Front Street (Block 201,
Lot 05), Scotch Plains.
Granted a side-yard setback Variance
with conditions to Michael and Joan
Caramico in order to permit the installation of an in-ground swimming pool at the
property located at 2 Balfour Lane (Block
14901, Lot 10.02), Scotch Plains.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/20/06, The Times
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD . . . Just Listed - Three year old customconstructed colonial secluded at the end of a tree-lined
street featuring 4 spacious bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths, eat-inkitchen, formal dining room, family room with fireplace
and two-car garage on a nicely landscaped deep lot. Call
me for a private showing. Offered at $789,900
JAMES E. FAWCETT

Radiating the charm of a gracious age, this exquisite residence, in prestigious Wychwood,
has an enchanting interior brimming with diamond paned windows, superb woodwork,
random width pegged floors, high ceilings & archways. Perfect for formal & relaxed living
this home blends marvelous entertainment settings and casual spaces. The stately living
room, handsome family room, updated granite accented kitchen and enclosed porches take
full advantage of the scenery. The master suite is joined by nicely sized bedrooms, updated
baths & a separate bedroom wing. A formal dining room, rec room & superb landscaping
craft a setting this is unsurpassed for elegance & comfort. Presented for $2,350,000.

Realtor / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2034
CELL: 908-419-4426
E mail: jimfawcett@comcast.net
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-09-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on April 11, 2006. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
This ordinance amends Section 255-21
relating to Conditional Use Permit Waivers for construction or installation of impermeable surface of less than four hundred (400’) feet.
This ordinance is scheduled for adoption on May 9, 2006, 7:30 P.M. Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 4/20/06, The Times
Fee: $21.93

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

Sitting proudly on one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this thoroughly charming Colonial embodies excellent craftsmanship. The gracious interior warms the senses with
hardwood floors, wainscoting, beautiful moldings & custom built-ins. Defining traditional
style, the living room and exquisite formal dining room radiate a captivating ambiance.
The sun lit family room is steps from the eat-in kitchen, laundry room & delightful backyard. The master bedroom has an updated bath. An endearing feature is the fourth bedroom; it’s own suite: with full bath and office. A rec room, ample closet space & rambling
yard enhance a home that is filled with beauty and grace. Presented for $1,295,000.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$1,399,000

Stately retreat offering 4 large Bedrooms and 4.5 Baths. Chef’s Kitchen w/expansive center island w/breakfast bar
offers top line appliances, granite countertops, a separate eating area. Master Bedroom with cathedral ceiling
contains massive closets and Bath with steam shower and whirlpool tub. Private wing, including an Exercise
Room, full bath and Library w/oak paneling and fireplace. Finished basement and twin 2-car garages. Fabulously
landscaped grounds including in-ground pool w/cabana and wooded views of nearby stream. WSF0068

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

Open House: Sunday 4/23, 1-4pm
321 Hyslip Avenue, Westfield

Warmed by chestnut moldings & stained glass, this delightful 3 Bedroom colonial is situated on a quiet
street in a great neighborhood. Features include a lovely Living Room with a stone fireplace & built-ins,
formal Dining Room, an updated eat-in Kitchen, a sunny Family Room & a Powder Room. The finished
basement includes a 24x16 Recreation Room, Laundry Room & a Powder Room. Highlights - central air,
refinished hardwood floors, gas heat & a walk-up attic. All this plus a deep newly landscaped backyard with
a sprinkler system, brick patio, new driveway and a 2-car detached garage. (WSF0174) $634,900
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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SP Reporter Nuzzo to Serve
As Master of Ceremonies
SCOTCH PLAINS –NewsChannel
4 reporter and Scotch Plains resident
Aimee Nuzzo will serve as Master of
Ceremonies for The Scholarship Fund
for Inner-City Children’s (SFIC) 22nd
annual scholarship dinner, “A Celebration of Quality Education.” The
event, honoring Prudential Financial,
Inc., will be held on Thursday, May 4,
at Mayfair Farms in West Orange.
A Westfield native and graduate of
Westfield High School, Ms. Nuzzo
joined the NewsChannel 4 team in
August 2002 and as a general assignment reporter covers a broad range of
stories throughout the tri-state area
for WNBC-TV’s 5, 6 and 11 p.m.
newscasts.
For 23 years, SFIC has been pro-

viding scholarships to inner-city children from Essex, Hudson, Bergen
and Union Counties to enable them
to attend private and parochial elementary or high schools. Scholarships are based solely on need, without regard to race, religion or ethnic
background.
SFIC has additional ties to the local
community of Westfield. Board of
Trustees members Edward McMahon,
vice president of the New York Stock
Exchange, and William Fitzpatrick,
the vice-president, Treasury, of MackCali Realty Corp., are both residents,
as is SFIC’s executive director,
Lorraine Cunningham.
For more details or to purchase a
table, please call (973) 497-4280.

Carol Grelecki Is Elected
Partner In Law Firm
SCOTCH PLAINS – WolfBlock
has announced that Carol Grelecki of
Scotch Plains has been elected partner in the firm. Ms. Grelecki is a
member of the firm’s health law practice group in its Roseland office.
Ms. Grelecki concentrates her practice in corporate, transactional and
regulatory matters involving medical
professionals and institutions. She
also advises clients with regard to
compliance issues, including MediPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
MAY 4, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing to consider the following appeal(s):
Michael and Brien Deegan t/a Deegan
Roofing Company for a Use Variance
pertaining to the outside storage of vehicles in conjunction with the utilization of
the property located at 2006 Route 22
East (Block 1902, Lot 8), Scotch Plains,
as a business office, a permitted use in the
B-3 Highway Business Zone. Applicants
are also requesting bulk variances pertaining to landscaped buffer and truck
loading requirements and a Waiver of Site
Plan Approval contrary to the following
sections of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.12b2 whereby “garage
space for the storage of commercial vehicles used in conjunction with a permitted
business” is required; none provided. Use
Variance requested.
Section 23-3.12d2 whereby “wherever
a use in this zone is on a lot which abuts a
residence zone, a ten-foot-wide landscaped buffer area shall be provided to the
residence zone boundary…”; none provided. Bulk Variance requested.
Section 23-3.12d3 whereby “each use
located in this zone shall provide truck
loading and unloading space on the same
lot and in other than the required front
yards so as to permit the transfer of goods
in other than a public street”; none provided. Bulk Variance requested.
Applicants are also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of hearing, including any and all
other waivers, exceptions, interpretations
and other relief necessary to allow Applicants’ proposed use of the subject property.
Jeffrey Taylor for a Variance to permit
the expansion of an existing garage at the
property located at 2285 Hill Road (Block
7701, Lot 13), Scotch Plains, contrary to
the following section of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph G, Column 8 whereby minimum side-yard setback required is eight (8) feet; proposed:
approximately six (6) feet.
Kenneth August for three (3) Variances
to permit the construction of a two-story
addition and detached garage at the property located at 1601 Cooper Road (Block
12001, Lot 31), Scotch Plains, contrary to
the following sections of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph A, Column 8 whereby minimum side-yard setback required is thirty (30) feet; proposed:
approximately eighteen (18) feet [addition].
Section 23-3.4D whereby side-yard
setback required for detached secondary
buildings is thirty (30) feet; proposed: approximately ten (10) feet [garage]; and
Section 23-3.4D whereby rear-yard
setback required for detached secondary
buildings is thirty (30) feet; proposed: approximately ten (10) feet [garage].
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/20/06, The Times
Fee: $71.91

care billing issues, fraud and abuse
issues and Stark and Codey law compliance.
Ms. Grelecki earned her law degree from New York University
School of Law in 1986 and a
bachelor’s degree, with high honors,
from Rutgers University in 1983. She
is admitted to practice in New Jersey.

Weichert

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held April 18, 2006
and that the said Council will further consider the same for final passage on the
2nd day of May, 2006, at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1866
CALENDAR YEAR 2006
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH
A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et seq. provides
that in the preparation of the annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase
in said final budget appropriations to 2.5%
or the cost of living adjustment of 3.5%
over the previous years final appropriations; and
WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordinance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations subject to the
2.5% cap and the 3.5% cost of living
adjustment when said difference is not
appropriated as part of the final budget;
and
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, County of Union, hereby
determines that this difference in the
amount of $201,886.83 that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be
retained as an exception to the final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED
that any amount authorized hereinabove
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception
to final appropriation in either of the next
two succeeding years; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a
certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included
thereon; be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.
1 T - 4/20/06, The Leader
Fee: $53.04

SCOTCH PLAINS:
Margaret and Dominick P. Bottone,
Jr. to Paul T. and Michelle R. Erbafina,
1996 Grand Street, $850,000.
Stephanie V. and Brian Newman to
David and Tara Scherzer, 183
Mountainview Avenue, $435,000.
Estate of C. Kellett to Matthew and
Karen Beirne, 502 Victor Street,
$410,000.
Afrim Marke to Barbara B. Lang,
2642 Sky Top Drive, $775,000.
Wayne J. Wendel to Aprila Properties, LLC, 2387 Seneca Road,
$350,000.
Ashok and Kusum Jain to Louis
and Kathleen D. Daniele, 1101 Cooper Road, $827,500.
M.M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to Wen-Chuan Hsu and Christopher
Rotondo, 5 Cherry Blossom Lane,
$939,900.
Arthur W. and Janet R. Eendland to
Bing and Lucille Bills, 1650 Frank
Street, $550,000.
REZ Development, LLC to Joseph
and Angela T. Bellistri, 225 Katherine
Street, $620,000.
Dennis E. and Janet M. Mann to
Fred E. and Lynette M. Mornan, 1101
Raritan Road, $700,000.
Gregory Maroukian to Warren and
Patricia Jorgenson, 219 Watchung
Terrace, $359,000.
James and Savanvilay S. Cantrell
to K. Narasimhan and A.
Venkatraman, 1720 King Street,
$465,000.
Vincente T. Ong and Lerma UY TE
to Dean and Prudence Goff, 406 Farley
Avenue, $400,000.
Renato and Fatima Raposo to
Shanawa Syed and Melinda David,
550 Willow Avenue, $285,000.
Daniel Corrales and Eliecer Alpizar
to Maria Berganza, 352 Hoe Avenue,
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Recent Home Sales
$420,000.
Anthony M. Sepe and Nadine Smith
to Jon A. Chiodo, 405 Westfield Road,
$360,000.
Frances L. Antonak to Salvatore T.
and Jacqueline M. Merlo, 2348 Mountain Avenue, $295,000.
Anna Mae Kuklis to Jessica and
William Wilkins, Jr., 201 Harding
Road, $195,000.
Carol A. Chenard to Sandy A. and
Leah X. P. Atienza, 2421 Westfield
Avenue, $397,500.
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Urban Renewal, LLC to Venkat R.
Gundra and Gayatri Anike, 2514
Waverly Place, $559,000.
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Urban Renewal, LLC to Robert E. and
Sherette A. Constan, 2518 Waverly
Place, $554,000.
Joseph and Dana L. DiRenzo to
Michelina Barritta, 4 Crestwood Common North Avenue, $325,000.
Grayrock Partners, LLC to Joseph
and Beth Picciano, 2239 Algonquin
Drive, $649,900.
John F. and Karen J. McPartlan to
Christopher G. Raham, 14 Fields
Lane, $785,000.
PUBLIC NOTICE

Weichert

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
INVITATION TO BID

The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Westfield Board of
Education, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, by authority of said Board,
solicits sealed bids for student transportation. Bids to be received at the Business
Office of the Westfield Board of Education,
located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090 up to 11:00 a.m. on May 11,
2006.

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 06-05-R
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER A395 OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD TO PROVIDE IN
NEW SECTION 18.1 FOR DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS FOR EMPLOYEES OF
THE
BOROUGH
OF
FANWOOD
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on April 11, 2006.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
as required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 4/20/06, The Times
Fee: $19.89

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES
2006-2007 School Year
Specifications are available upon request at the Business Office of the Westfield
Board of Education, located at 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
All bids must be submitted on the bid
form contained in the specifications. Bids
which are not submitted on such form may
be rejected.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action
The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.
By order of the Westfield Board of Education.
Robert A. Berman
School Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/20/06, The Leader
Fee: $31.11

Laurence and Heather J. Markham
to Rod and Brenda Diplock, 15 Ditzel
Farm Court, $700,000.
Guido R. and Rejana C. Tassitano
to Kenneth and Josephine Pribush,
1962 Winding Brook Way, $702,500.
Mark and Martha DeNoble to Jeffrey H. and Meryl D. Itzkowitz, 1992
Winding Brook Way, $867,500.
Charles and Ellen Lester to Robert
J. and Barbara W. DelGrosso, 42
Maddaket Village, $509,900.
Sari Graff to Robert and Rosemary
Sugrue, 1 Yarmouth Village,
$447,000.
Noel Rubin to Edward and Carol
Boyle, 1080 Cooper Road, $810,000.
James E. Fawcett and Gina Callan
to Terranova Builders, LLC, 867
Westfield Road, $175,000.
Hector and Maria D. Sanchez to
Humberto and Nina Salinas, 703
Donato Circle, $470,000.
REZ Development, LLC to Kevin
and Jennifer Gold, 221 Katherine
Street, $607,500.
Michael R. and Roni L. Schwarz to
Anthony Hellwig, 1160 Terrill Road,
$560,000.
Christopher and Maria Clark to
Boris and Yelena Samofalov, 708
Donato Circle, $450,000.
Roland and Sharon L. Reeves to
Vinmore and Camilla Williams, 439
Sycamore Avenue, $359,000.
The Beautiful Things Factory, Inc.
to Brentano Real Estate. LLC, 1838
East Second Street, $475,000.
Zaitoon Mehmood and Mehmood
Iqbal to Jaime M. Guallpa, 1926
Church Street, $500,000.
William Norton to Ricardo Ferreira
and Cynthia Alvarez, 181 Watchung
Terrace, $375,000.
Roy Everett and Cynthia J. Shore to
Ali and Anita Choudhry, 205 Victor
Street, $415,000.
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Michele L. Freeman to Carla
Godinho and Luis Pereira, 361
Valleyscent Avenue, $305,000.
Tri-Nan Properties, Inc. to Miguel
Angulo, 312 Hoe Avenue, $362,560.
Betty Salch to Shaun Van Vliet,
1715 Mountain Avenue, $285,000.
Woodrow W. and Vanessa L. Horn
to Michael A. and Jennifer A. Vance,
334 Myrtle Avenue, $345,000.
Stage House Village, LLC to Patrick
Thompson, 1815 Front Street,
$300,000.
Gustavo and Maria Lopez to William and Sara Rivera, 428 Sycamore
Avenue, $425,000.
Vinicius and Yvonne Rosin to
Stanislaw Zawistowski, 2015 Mountain Avenue, $368,000.
Jeffrey H. and Meryl D. Itzkowitz
to Charles and Danielle Rose, 67 Canterbury Drive, $555,000.
Marc and Leslie Tucker to
Dimitrious G. and Kristen R. Elenis, 8
Gary Court, $607,500.
Michele D. and Charles Giampaolo
to Bibi Freeda Jalim and Nazrudeon
Khan, 98 Johnson Street, $470,000.
Pinnacle Developers Corporation
to Jimmy K. and Susan Liew, 2304
Morse Avenue, $850,000.
Diane M. Moffat to Ishrat and
Waheeb Khalid, 2212 Jersey Avenue,
$413,900.
Amanda Dandridge to Sanjoy, LLC,
1127 Washington Avenue, $390,000.
Jeffrey K. and Jane B. Wood to 223
Katherine Street, LLC, 1557 Ramapo
Way, $460,000.
Udit and Indira Batra to Prudential
Relocation, Inc., 3 Rambling Drive,
$800,000.
Michael and Melissa Keenan to
David E. and Tara J. Gabbai, 19 Marion
Lane, $1,175,000.
Messercola Bros. Building Co., Inc.
to Richard M. and Cheryl Ann Tully,
20 Donsen Lane, $1,325,000.
Lewis J. and Janice Kampel to Hugh
and Janice Heaney, 3 Scotchwood
Glen, $700,000.

OPEN HOUSE
Sat., April 22 & Sun., April 23 12-5pm

®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Martha Schilling
• Top Sales, Month of March
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

23 Marlin Court, Westfield
If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Martha Schilling
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Martha Schilling in, and she’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

KOLE

For Sale by Owner
Immaculate & spacious custom-built center hall
Colonial on quiet cul-de-sac. 8 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 2
½ baths, raised hearth gas fireplace in Family Room,
hardwood floors throughout, updated large eat-in
Kitchen, full basement & oversized 2 car garage. Sit
on the deck and enjoy the peaceful, private, mature
landscaped surroundings. Plenty of double windows
welcome the sunshine. It could be yours for $939,900.
For appointment call Lee or Bob: 908-232-4542.
(Directions: E. Broad to end, right on Springfield Ave.,
left on Unami Terrrace, right on Marlin Court).

Realty
NEW WESTFIELD LISTING!

Westfield

$519,900

Charming Immaculate 3-bedroom, 1.5 bath Split with remodeled Kitchen and Family
Room. Granite counters, stainless appliances, central a.c., large deck, hot tub and a
basement office are just some of the features you’ll enjoy. Affordably priced and low
taxes make this a rare find for that first time buyer dreaming of Westfield’s desirable
Franklin School District.

Westfield

$1,100,000

Four-bedroom, 2.5 bath Northside Colonial under construction and ready for summer
occupancy. Situated along a quiet dead-end street in the Washington School District,
this home features a magnificent family room, designer kitchen and luxurious master
bedroom suite with sitting room and a walk-in closet that defines “walk-in”. Two-zone
heat and a.c., fireplace, patio, hardwood floors, 2-car garage plus all the other amenities
and interior finishes you’d expect.

Neal Bradley

Jeffrey B. Kole

Sales Associate

Broker / Owner
State Licensed Appraiser

710 South Avenue West, Westfield, NJ
Office: 908-789-9700 Cell: 908-313-4422

This charming colonial is located on lovely tree-lined street close to downtown Westfield and to New York
City transportation. This eight room home boasts a sunny Living Room with a fireplace as the focal point.
French doors open to the Den which has access to the screened porch. The first floor also features a formal
Dining Room with chair rail and corner cabinets, as well as a neutral Kitchen with pantry. The second level
has three Bedrooms and a full Bath with wainscoting and pedestal sink, and the third floor offers a private
Office or Sitting Room with skylight and plentiful storage. The basement level features Playroom, full Bath,
Laundry, Utility and additional storage space. Bonus amenities include hardwood and pine floors, period
glass doorknobs, newer roof, freshly painted exterior, ceiling fans, two car garage, and much more! Call
Sue Checchio for details or for a personal tour. (WSF0309) $599,900.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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LOST PET BIRD

YELLOW Cockatiel - lost 4/11
North side of Garwood.
Call Ginger, she may land on
you. Please call (908) 789-2415
if you see her. REWARD!!!
DINING ROOM SET

Immaculate solid cherry
Queen Ann dbl ped. table,
6 re-upholstered chairs,
expandable server. $1500.
(908) 654-7343
BED

Famous Brand name, luxury
plush Queen mattress set, new
in sealed plastic w/warranty.
Value $1100 sell $470
Call (732) 259-6690
BEDROOM SET

Sleigh bed cherry wood,
dresser/mirror & 2 nite stands.
New
still
in
box.
List $3000. sell $1175
Call (732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SETS

Great price! New Pillow top,
Name brand w/warranty in
plastic. Queen $135.
Can deliver (732) 259-6681
MATTRESS SET

New ortho plush King size,
still in plastic w/warranty,
Must sell $225.
Call (732) 259-6681
1997 SUBARU OUTBACK

AWD - great in all weather!
Good condition, new tires, oil
changed every 3K. Blue book
$5500, asking $4K OBO.
(908) 654-4991

CLASSIFIEDS
LAVALLETTE
SUMMER RENTAL
1 block from ocean! 2-family or
easily one large home. A/C, new
furniture, beds, paint, fenced in
yard, grill, full kitchens, w/d
downstairs, 3 bedrooms up, 2
bedrooms down - both sleep 6.
Full season or half season only.
Nancy 756-9196
SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY 4/23, 12-4 PM
SALE BY OWNER
433 HENRY ST,
4BR BI-LEVEL 8R, 1-1/2 BA,
LRG FR, C/A/C $509,900
(908) 889-1715
WESTFIELD -- FOR SALE

OFFICE/RETAIL
PRICE REDUCED
Prime control business district
zoning, plenty of parking at front
door, formerly a one-family
house, ready to renovate.
Asking $550,000.
Call Tom Skobo ext. 215
BROUNELL & KRAMER
908-686-1800
1435 Morris Ave., Union
Realtors
OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.
2400 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,
Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200
SHORE DUPLEX

HOT TUB / SPA

Never used, still in wrapper,
factory warranty, 6 person
w/lounger, loaded,
delivery available
Cost $8000 Sell $3895
Call (973) 902-8306
POOL TABLE

New, 8 feet, 1 inch slate,
accessories, solid wood, leather
pockets, delivery & set-up avail.
Cost $4,200 sell for $1,495
Call (973) 902-8306
CONTENTS OF HOME

Sat./Sun. -- 4/22 & 4/23
9 am to 3am, no early birds
719 Harding Street, Westfield
Rain or Shine -- Dir: So. Chestnut off
Benson Pl. Kitchen items, Tables,
Chairs, Lamps, BR set, Pictures,
Books, Bookcases, Suitcases,
Toys, Games, Foreign dolls, Bike,
Collectibles

Atlantic City area. Brigantine beach
block duplex. Each unit has 2BR,
1Bath,1st floor has new kitchen,
fullsize laundry & patio. 2nd floor
has deck. New windows thruout.
Close to AC casinos. $559,900
Kathleen O’Connor
Re/Max Atlantic Realtors
(609) 641-8600 ext38
COMPANION CAREGIVERS

COMFORT KEEPERS is seeking
caring and responsible individuals
to attend to elder clients in their
homes. If you enjoy cooking,
shopping, light housekeeping or
just talking: F/T & P/T positions w/
flexible hours are available now.
Our services are non-medical and
require only a passion to help
others. $10 / Hour. To become a
Comfort Keeper today phone
(732) 369-3625
Over 500 Independently
Owned & Operated Offices

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

HOME HEALTH AID

Would like to be a companion
for the elderly. References and
Transportation available.
Mon-Fri daytime.
(908) 232-0157

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman is looking for
houses, apartments and offices
to clean. Very good experience
and references. Phone number
(732) 952-3451
SECRETARY/EXEC ASST

Real Estate Law Office in Millburn
seeking part-time secretary with
experience in professional
environment. Responsible for
phone management, scheduling,
coordinating real estate closings
and general office tasks. Strong
Microsoft Word and knowledge of
Excel. E-mail resume and cover
letter with salary requirements to
jmf@davidspectorlaw.com
WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,
bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.
Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325

WF Student to Attend
Leadership Conference
WESTFIELD
–
Allison
Oberlander, a Westfield resident and
student at the Kent Place School in
Summit, has been selected to attend
the 2006 Congressional Student Leadership Conference (CSLC), sponsored
by LeadAmerica, at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.
The CSLC is a college-accredited
invitational leadership program for
academically talented and promising
young leaders from across the United
States and internationally. High
school students with a strong record
of academic achievement and extracurricular or community involvement
are invited to participate.
Students select an academic area to
study from among numerous disciplines. Allison chose medicine and
healthcare and, by engaging in interactive workshops and activities, she
hopes to learn and develop leadership
skills, including effective communication, conflict resolution, team building and time management.

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

Runnells Guild to Hold
Vendor Sale April 27
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The Volunteer Guild of Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County will hold a
vendor sale on Thursday, April 27,
featuring the “Gadget Lady.” Items
will include gadgets, sporting goods,
binoculars and sunglasses. The sale
will be held from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
in the facility’s multi-purpose room
at 40 Watchung Way in Berkeley
Heights.
In addition, the Volunteer Guild
and the Office of Volunteer Services
of Runnells Specialized Hospital are
interested in recruiting volunteers.
Flexible hours and a variety of opportunities exist with resident contact, as
well as performing other tasks. For
further information, please call the
Office of Volunteer Services at (908)
771-5847.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Project ALERT Shares Stats
On Child Abuse, Abduction
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside PTA recently welcomed Project ALERT representative Alan Robinson of the National
Center for Missing and Exploited
Children to its Parent Education Night
at Deerfield Middle School.
Standing before approximately 100
parents, Mr. Robinson spoke about
measures to prevent children from
being kidnapped, abducted and sexually exploited. Mr. Robinson stunned
the audience with statistics of childhood abuse and abductions, noting
there are 3,200 to 4,600 actual cases
of child abductions in the United
States each year.
Out of those figures, roughly 100
of those children are killed. Noting
time is always of the essence in reporting a missing child, Mr. Robinson
remarked, “The worst outcome of a
missing abducted child case is that it
could have been prevented.”
The two-hour program covered topics from personal safety to the buddy
system to parental guidelines in hiring
babysitters to safety on the Internet.
Mr. Robinson covered the gamut
of identifying risks of childhood abduction, including how to talk to one’s
child about personal safety skills and
how to listen to one’s child, encouraging open communication and reassuring them that their safety is the
parent’s number one concern.
Some advice “of importance” Mr.
Robinson shared was for parents to be
cognizant of their child’s current height
and weight. He advised parents of
young children who may not be able to

remember a telephone number or address, to be shown a map and taught
the state in which the child resides.
Mr. Robinson also noted human
saliva can be identified quite well by
a bloodhound, and in a worst case
scenario, a child who is abducted
should remember to spit on the ground
– an exercise most kindergartners
enjoy participating in at some of the
in-school seminars he teaches, he said.
Mr. Robinson also offered practical
information for parents interested in hiring a nanny. He advised parents meeting
prospective nannies to have an initial
meeting outside of the home. Mr.
Robinson remarked, “If something
doesn’t ring true, move on. If she passes
the test, conduct a second interview with
the kids present, to see how she reacts.”
Once a nanny – or even a babysitter
just for the evening – is hired, Mr.
Robinson suggested parents find out
firsthand whether or not the childcare
provider is a keeper. He recommended
parents ask the child if they liked the
sitter, then ask why. What did they
enjoy doing most with the babysitter
and what they did not enjoy doing?
Parents might learn their child didn’t
like the nanny because she made them
go to bed on time, or she might have
enjoyed the babysitter because she invited her boyfriend over to watch Rrated movies together. In the latter case,
it might be time to find another sitter.
A 52-page booklet packed with
information on how to talk to children about how to protect themselves
against abduction and exploitation
was handed out at the meeting. The
pamphlet included a sample page of a
child’s pertinent information for parents to keep on record and periodically update, in case of an abduction.
Project ALERT preached a message that together, parents and schools
can protect their children by teaching
them to be smart, strong and safe.
Mr. Robinson is a representative of
America’s Law Enforcement Retiree
Team. He may be reached at
alan.robinson@ahsys.org.

Nicole Hagerty Named
Sophomore Class VP

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING KIDS SAFE…From left to right, Deerfield Middle School Principal
Robert Burkhardt stands with Alan Robinson of America’s Law Enforcement
Retiree Team and Mountainside PTA co-chair Marianne Jennings at Parent
Education Night.

Goods & Services You Need!

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nicole
Hagerty of Scotch Plains was recently elected sophomore class vicepresident during student elections for
the 2006-2007 school year at Western New England College. Nicole is
a freshman majoring in history at the
Springfield, Mass. school. The undergraduate student government
serves as the official liaison between
the students and college.

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

ABS Drywall

PET

SITTING
& WALKING

• Sheet Rock
• Spackling
• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling
• Metal Stud Framing
• Finished Basements

Member
Pet Sitters International

908-217-1210

973-818-1366

Bonded & Insured

AUTO REPAIR

Interior & Exterior Painting
Wall Papering
Wood Staining
Power Washing

908-249-2573
Competitive Pricing – 10% off any job
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

An unearned smugness quickly establishes itself in the opening paragraphs of Lucky Number Slevin, director Paul McGuigan’s stylishly conceited
suspense thriller. It combines with a
case of mistaken identity also introduced right at the get-go to throw us off
balance like a boxer’s first-round surprise punch. Caught up in all the confusion, for a while we’re had.
But while screenwriter Jason
Smilovic’s brain twister has many of
the right moves, it stubbornly resists
established movie-mystery convention.
Mr. McGuigan is loath to give even an
iota of a clue for the longest time,
choosing instead to preen in the temporary advantage of knowing what we
do not. Well, “Nah, nah I know something you don’t” isn’t exactly suspense.
The rule is, you can’t keep your
secret a secret at the expense of the
entertainment. You’ve got to let a little
out at a time. There must be flourish.
The story should be as intriguing as the
conundrum at its core. Alas, not the
mind-boggling cliffhanger it
swaggeringly purports to be, Lucky
Number Slevin’s allure runs out before
all its fancy unraveling is complete.
None of which is to say that there
isn’t some pretty good going along the
way. Several interesting, if not great,
characterizations, a captivating romance and some rather fancy footwork
by an engagingly ambitious director do
offer a modicum of diversion.
Holding court at the center of all the
convolution is Josh Hartnett as Slevin.
Or is he Nick? That’s what two rival
gangsters think. And whether Slevin/
Nick knows it or not, he figures in their
deceitful plans.
There’s the Boss, portrayed by Morgan Freeman, dubbed so because he’s
the boss. And, explained with equal
whimsy, Ben Kingsley’s bad man is
called The Rabbi because, well, he’s a
rabbi.
It shouldn’t be a faux pas on the
critic’s part to inform that these two
ornery cusses, now perennially peering
at each other from opposing penthouses, were once partners. Suffice it

Get Outta’
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stop by The Crossroads in
Garwood any week for Tuesday JJazz
azz
Jam . There’s never a cover charge
for the live music, accompanied by
$2 pints and New Orleans-style cuisine. Plus, you never know who will
show up to jam. Recently, jazz guitar legend and soul-pop vocalist
extraordinaire George Benson made
an appearance to celebrate his birthday there. Lucky guests were treated
to songs like “Georgia on my Mind”
and “On Broadway.” Other jazz
greats have been known to drop in
as well. It’s located at 78 North Avenue. Call them at (908) 232-5666,
or visit online at: http://
www.xxroads.com/
*******
The Alliance Repertory Theatre
Company is presenting the “romantic
dramedy” and love story, Last Train
oc, at the Linden Presbyterian
Nibr
ibroc,
to N
ibr
Church from April 21 through May
6. The New York Drama League nominated it for Best Play of 2000. Admission is $15 - $20. Call (908) 4860665,
or
log
onto:
www.alliancerep.org.
*******
Tonight, Thursday, April 20, at 7
p.m., the Plainfield Public Library will
present the 1937 classic crime drama
Dead E
nd, based on Sidney Kingsley’s
End
Broadway hit of 1935. Lillian Hellman
wrote the screenplay. It stars, among
others, Humphrey Bogart, and gives a
depression-era look at the struggle between the “haves” and the “have-nots.”
The free screening includes a brief introduction, and, if time permits, a question and answer period. The library is
located at Park Avenue and Eighth
Street. For directions, call (908) 7571111.
*******
Also at the Plainfield Public Library
viv
al of
is the must-see exhibit, Sur
urviv
vival
the H
uman SSpirit:
pirit: Triumph Ov
er
Human
Over
ersity
dversity
ersity.. The first stop on a tour,
Adv
this exhibit features 29 New Jersey
Holocaust survivors. The exhibit will
run through Friday, May 12, and it
may be seen without appointment
every Monday and Saturday through
May 6 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. In
conjunction with the exhibit, there
will be a series of award-winning films
on the Holocaust every Monday
evening from mid-April through midMay. For information on the films or
the exhibit, call (908) 757-1111 ext.
129 or log onto: http://
www.plainfieldlibrary.info/.
*******
Why not stop by for a free introducediMeditory lecture on Transcendental M
tation at the Maharishi Enlightenment Center of Summit. They prefer
if you make a reservation for any
Wednesday night at 8 p.m. The technique is simple, natural, effortless and
scientifically proven to reduce stress,
improve creativity, lower blood pressure and increase longevity. The center is located at 426 Springfield Avenue, Suite 200. Call (908) 422-0820
to make reservations and/or get directions.

to note, somewhere between taking
command of the city’s underworld and
now, these legendary plunderers turned
from allies to enemies.
But we figure Nick/Slevin has to
know more than he’s telling Lindsey,
the pretty next-door neighbor played
with disarming glibness by Lucy Liu.
He’s a bit too devil-may-care for a
fellow who’s been repeatedly thrashed
and threatened with extinction. So what
gives?
Offering no apologies, Kingsley’s
Rabbi is quick just the same to submit a
deranged raison d’etre or two for his
megalomania. Imparting a mild speech
impediment and a menacing aura of
only partially controlled rage, his character approaches the brink of uniqueness. Pity though, the thespian is obliged
to grasp at shtick where better dialogue
should be coloring the profile. It keeps
him from hitting the high note.
But these are minor objections. Overall, it’s the film’s inherent bugaboo that
deters it from storming to the head of the
pack. While McGuigan’s Lucky Number
Slevin gives you a pretty good run for the
first few furlongs, it’s always there...that
nagging reliance on the Big Secret. All of
which says don’t bet your Saturday night
on what amounts to a one-trick pony.
*******
Lucky Number Slevin, rated R, is a
Weinstein Company release directed
by Paul McGuigan and stars Josh
Hartnett, Lucy Liu and Ben Kingsley.
Running time: 109 minutes

SP-F Ar
ts Association
Arts
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ed M
edia
Present M
Mix
ixed
Media
SCO
TCH PL
AINS –The Scotch
SCOT
PLAINS
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association’s
members will present an exhibit of
mixed-media art from Monday, April
24 to Saturday, April 29 in the downstairs gallery of the Scotch Plains Library.
The public is invited to view the
works during library hours. Come and
meet the artists at the reception and
awards presentation at noon on Saturday, April 29. Bernt Buettner, a professional artist and former art teacher, will
judge the show this year.
For more information, contact the
association’s Information Officer Tom
Yeager at (908) 322 5438.

TIBETAN FREEDOM… Westfield High School Art teacher Roy Chambers
instructs students Alexa Cassaro, left, and Sophia Geskin on the fine art of
Mandala Sand Painting, an art form originated by Tibetan monks.

Sam G
oody Closes
Goody
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

but the people who shop here are into
knowing who did what and why on an
album,” he said.
Other downtown shoppers said that
the Internet has changed their musicbuying habits by allowing them to either download music or to search multiple retail websites for the best prices.
Westfield resident Maureen Cooke
said, “When I buy CDs, I either go to
a smaller store or buy them online if I
can get a good deal.”
“I mainly listen to music on my
iPod, so I usually download songs instead of buying CDs,” said Ashley
Nemec of Westfield.
Her mother, Norma Nemec of
Westfield, said, “I went to Sam Goody
occasionally, but it was expensive – I
only shopped there if I was in a hurry.”
“We’ve already seen some Sam Goody
customers come in here [after news of
the closing], and they’re shocked at
how much lower our prices are,” Mr.
Larsen said, noting that CDs that cost
$20 at Sam Goody sell in the $13 range
at SoundStation.
“I don’t want to be negative about the
competition,” he said. “I was happy
when Sam Goody moved into Westfield.
I liked the competition because it fuels
business, so in that sense, I will be sorry
to see them go.”
Mr. Larsen said his customers are
loyal and that when they shop for music,
they want to socialize as well as browse.
“Sam Goody isn’t a unique shopping

Meet a M
enagerie D
uring
Menagerie
During
pril 23
Wildlife SSunday
unday
unday,, A
April
MOUNT
AINSIDE – The 16th
MOUNTAINSIDE
annual Wildlife Sunday will be presented at Trailside Nature and Science
Center, located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside, on April 23
from noon to 5 p.m.
Featured this year is “Mammal Mania” at 12:30 and 3 p.m. with specialist
Travis Gale exploring the habitats and
behaviors of this popular class of animals. Live mammals from around the
world will be featured to highlight special adaptations and predator-prey relationships.
Returning by popular demand,
Vinnie Reo, of Wolf Visions, will dispel the myths and legends of the Big,
Bad Wolf in “The Way of the Wolf,” at
1:30 and 3:30 p.m. He also will explain
the role of the wolf in maintaining a
balanced ecosystem. Live wolf dogs
will be on display throughout the afternoon.
Music by “Herd of Turtles” will be
featured at 12:45, 2:15 and 3:45 p.m.
Glen Waldeck and his band will explore a variety of topics with their
blend of musical talent and love of
nature.
Live animal demonstrations will begin at 1 p.m. with “The Honey Bee.”
Beekeeper Grant Stiles of Stiles Apiaries will display live honeybees and demonstrate the use of specialized beekeeping equipment.

See It All On The Web
At www.goleader.com
SP Library Celebrates
National Poetry Month
SCO
TCH PL
AINS – In celebraSCOT
PLAINS
tion of the “National Poetry Month,”
the Scotch Plains Public Library will
present “Poetry Out Loud” on Wednesday, April 26 at 7:30 p.m.
“Poetry Out Loud” is an open mike
for poets in town and around looking
for an audience. All attendees should
bring at least one poem to read. It
doesn’t have to be an original.
Gwyn English Nielsen and Tom
Plante will coordinate the program.
Ms. Nielsen is a poet, published
author and illustrator of children’s
books. She teaches English full-time at
Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains.
She is concentrating on bringing theater to Scotch Plains middle schools
and will be coordinating a young
playwright’s festival in June.
Mr. Plante is a writer and editor
living in Fanwood. He began writing
poetry while a teenager in East
Rockaway, N.Y. He is the co-director
of the Fanwood Arts Council and has
read to numerous poetry audiences in
California and New Jersey. His recent
collection of poems is entitled, “My
Black Yardstick.”
The Scotch Plains library is located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue. Contact the library at
(908) 322-5007, ext. 204 for further
information.

Budding herpetologists can learn
about turtles and snakes native to New
Jersey from a Trailside Park naturalist
each hour between 1 and 4 p.m.
Arline Zatz, author of “Best Hikes
with Children in New Jersey,” and
“New Jersey’s Special Places,” will talk
about how to get started in the enjoyable pastime of hiking at 1:30 and 4
p.m. in “Beginning Hiking.” She will
discuss at what age a child is ready to hit
the trail and she’ll teach prospective
hikers what items to pack to enhance
their hiking experience.
Visitors are encouraged to learn about
local conservation efforts at the displays of New York and New Jersey.
Patrons may also visit Bear Buddies
of Scotch Plains to build their own
“wild” stuffed animal for a fee. Free
face painting will be available and casting contests with the Newark Bait and
Fly Casting Club will take place
throughout the afternoon.
Admission to Wildlife Sunday is $2
per person; children ages 6 and younger
are admitted free. For information on
Wildlife Sunday, upcoming events at
Trailside or for spring and summer
program information, call (908) 7893670.

experience – all of its stores are set up
the same,” he said. “At an independent
store, you get experience, knowledge
and personality.”
Others expressed loyalty to
Westfield’s Sam Goody and lamented
its closing.
Plainfield resident and downtown
employee Kyra Johnson said, “I think
it’s horrible that Sam Goody is closing
– I purchased CDs and DVDs there all
the time, I did all my holiday shopping
there – I’m going to miss it in downtown Westfield.”
In anticipation of the closing, Sam
Goody began slashing prices on all of
its merchandise at the beginning of
February, and by the time it closed its
doors for the last time on Saturday,
everything in the store had been marked
down by between 70 and 80 percent.
Flagstone Properties Inc., based in
Rye, New York, owns the 123 Quimby
Street property at which Sam Goody
was located.
Tony Schilling of Relocation Realty,
said that the property has not gone back
to the landlord’s possession yet because
“bankruptcy issues with (the Musicland
Corp.) still have to be cleared up.”
He said that there are multiple letters
of intent for the property, though at
press time he was unable to disclose
any information about them.
According to Ms. Cronin, the property on which Sam Goody is located is
zoned as a retail space, so as it stands
only a retail entity can use that building.
Sam Goody patrons can still shop
online at samgoody.com.
In addition to the Westfield Sam
Goody closing, the Sam Goody and
Suncoast at the Woodbridge Shopping
Center have closed. Menlo Park Mall’s
Suncoast remains open and has not
announced plans to close.

Theater P
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CRANFORD – The Theater
Project, an affiliate member of the
New Jersey Theater Alliance, is celebrating another season of producing new works and contemporary
classics with a wine & cheese benefit
reception to raise funds for The Theater Project’s Children’s Program.
The Children’s Program assists children interested in the theater and
the arts.
The wine & cheese reception will
take place at the Richel Commons of
Union County College, 1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, on Saturday,
April 22, at 6:30 p.m., prior to the
performance of The Road to Mecca at
8 p.m.
The wine & cheese benefit and tickets to The Road of Mecca will be $50
($30 tax deductible). Checks should
be made payable to UCC Foundation
or can charged by calling (908) 7097505.
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WESTFIELD –Children who are
interested in exploring various arts-andcrafts techniques will find a great number of choices at this season’s Westfield
Summer Workshop, a division of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts.
There are 29 separate courses for students in grades one through eight that
are appropriate for those just beginning
an exploration of art, as well as advanced
artists who wish to perfect an existing
talent. Small class size allows for individual attention so that teachers can
focus on each child’s particular strengths.
Returning to the arts and crafts department, co-chaired by Ian Dorian
and Janet Hrindo, are Air Brush, Architecture, Basketry, Calligraphy, Cartoon County, Cartooning, Carving,
Exploring Sculpture, Graphic Design,
Jewelry Making, Knitting and Crocheting, Mask Making and Mosaics.
Students can also choose from returning favorites such as Needlework,
Origami, Outdoor Designs, Pottery,
Scrapbooking, Sculpture, Studio Art,
Tie/Dye Batik, Toy Design, Wild Kingdom and Wind, Wings and Wheels.
New to the department this year is
American Crafts, for grades five to
eight, which will create crafts from
various time periods to see how art
reflects a certain era. Several sections of
Art Sampler, for grades one to six, will
explore diverse projects in painting,
drawing and sculpture. In Dinosaurs,
for grades one to three, students will
recreate the prehistoric world of dinosaurs through many artistic mediums.
Wood Crafts, for grades one to three,

will use pre-cut wood to design various
projects such as picture frames, treasure boxes and birdhouses.
A staff of educators who are degreed
and/or certified professionals in their
field guides students at the WSW. Many
teachers possess advanced degrees in
their area of expertise.
In addition to the 29 arts-and-crafts
classes, the WSW offers 54 other
courses in communications, dance and
movement, drama, music, musical theater and special interests. Separate selfcontained mini-workshops give fourand five-year olds an opportunity to
explore music, creative movement, arts
and crafts, drama, Spanish and violin.
The WSW will hold two fully staged
productions this summer. Students in
grades six to nine will present Seussical,
and those in grades nine to 12 will
perform in Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
Carousel, with separate dates and times
as indicated in the brochure.
The 2006 WSW will begin on Tuesday, June 27, and continue until Friday, July 28, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The program will be held at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Avenue in Westfield. Early morning dropoff is available at 7:30 a.m. and a fullday program is available in conjunction with the Westfield YMCA.
For a 2006 Westfield Summer Workshop 20-page comprehensive brochure,
call (908) 518-1551 or visit the NJWA
office at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Additional information is
available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

year’s winners are pianists; the 11year-old winner will perform the first
movement of Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 1, the 13-year-old winner
will perform the first movement of
Saen-Sans’ Piano Concerto No. 2 and
the 17-year-old winner will perform
the first movement of Ravel’s Piano
Concerto in G Major.
“The winners of the (NJMTA) competition are the highest talents under
18 in New Jersey,” Mr. Wroe said,
noting that the WSO annually features
the competition winners by affording
them a performance opportunity.
“These extraordinary competition
winners will be role models to demonstrate what their peers are able to
achieve,” he said. “That they are not
WHS students adds to this program’s
overriding theme – a celebration of
youth both locally and statewide.”
Performers in all of the groups are
looking forward to the collaboration.
“This is a relatively unique thing for
professionals to do; they will sometimes do educational programs at high
schools, but mixing in a professional
setting is a unique experience,” Mr.
Wroe said. “They (the WSO) are excited about it.”
“The choir is enjoying this music
very much,” said Mr. Mathews. “The
students are disappointed that they
can’t sing the Choral Fantasy again at

their spring concert.”
“The WSO is an extremely fine
orchestra,” Mr. Wojcik said. “The students will have a powerful experience
performing with these top professionals.”
“This is great for Westfield,” said
Mr. Mathews. “A collaboration between professionals and the education
system shows what a great fine arts
program the schools have.”
“The key message of this concert is
to demonstrate the potential of youth
today – what can be achieved when
they set their sights on a goal and strive
for a level of excellence,” said Mr.
Wroe, who thanked Westfield Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley
“for his vision of collaboration and his
support of the arts.”
“I believe that this concert will be a
tremendous experience,” the WSO
conductor said. “We will accomplish
our goals of creating a unique stimulating learning environment for students
and bringing together two different
vibrant cultural aspects of the Westfield
community – its leading professional
symphony orchestra and its thriving
high-school music department...That
has to be a success.”
These musicians will present “Stars
of Tomorrow” this Saturday, April 22,
at 8 p.m. in the WHS auditorium at
550 Dorian Road. Tickets for the event
range from $25 to $60 (discounts are
available for students, senior citizens
and groups). To purchase tickets, contact the WSO box office at (908) 2329400 or visit the WSO office at 224
East Broad Street.
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The entire family will enjoy reading
about the holiday of Passover with
“Pearl’s Passover: A Family Celebration through Stories, Recipes, Crafts
and Songs” by Jane Breskin Zalben
(Simon and Schuster Children’s Publishing, 2002). Pearl and her brother
are getting ready for Passover company. As they go through their preparations, they tell the reader about their
Passover traditions.
This is a delightful book about the
importance of family – not just at
Passover, but at all times. An interesting take on the story of the Gingerbread Man, “The Matzah Man: A
Passover Story” by Naomi Howland
(Clarion, 2002) is sure to delight. Do
the children in the story catch him?
You’ll have to read the book to find
out.
Children ages three to seven will also
enjoy reading “Four Special Questions:
A Passover Story” by Jonny Zucher
(Barron’s Educational Series, 2003).
Simple words and poignant pictures
combine to make this book an excellent introduction to the holiday for
young readers.
During Holocaust-Memorial
Month, all readers should honor those
who died in the Holocaust, as well as
those who survived. One way to do this
is by reading about them. The story of
Blima Weisstuch is told by her daughter, East Brunswick resident Shirley
Russak Wachtel, in “The Story of Blima:
A Holocaust Survivor” (Townsend
Press, 2005).
Targeted toward grades seven and
eight, this is a touching tribute to one
woman’s spirit and determination to
survive Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp. Blima was a young girl living in
Poland when the Nazis captured her.
Told in first person, the story takes
place between 1936 and 1947. Educators and parents alike who are searching for material with which to discuss
the Holocaust will find in this book a
gem.

FANW
OOD – April 2006 marks
ANWOOD
the 11th celebration of National Poetry Month and to celebrate, the
Fanwood Memorial Library will be
hosting Poetry Out Loud! on Tuesday,
April 25, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the
Teen section of the library.
The goal of National Poetry Month
has been to increase the visibility, presence and accessibility of poetry. All
members of the community are invited
to join “Poetry Out Loud.” By reading
an original poem, reading a favorite
poem or just listening to the poems.
Poetry is for the ages and for all ages;
therefore, everyone is welcomed.
Local poets Adele Kenny and Tom
Plante, and library employees Annie
Mackenzie and Sheldon Rosin have
agreed to read at Poetry Out Loud!
Children from reading groups at the
library as well as members of the Teen
Group of the library will also be reading. This is a drop-in even, and sign up
for reading a poem can be done before
April 12 or during the event.
For more information, call Nancy
Kipping at (908) 322-6400.
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FANW
OOD – The Fanwood Arts
ANWOOD
Council will present free performances
by Chinese-American music and dance
groups on Sunday, April 30, at 2 p.m.
in the Patricia Kuran Arts Center on
Watson Road, off Martine Avenue,
adjacent to Fanwood Borough Hall.
The joint concert performance by
the Chinese American Music Ensemble
(CAME) and the Chinese American
Dance Ensemble (CADE) will be a 90minute program that features choral
music, Chinese folk dance, Chinese
Yo-Yo and other musical performances.
The Teen Chorus and Children’s
Chorus of CAME will be singing both
Western and Chinese songs. The Western songs will be sung in a variety of
languages, including English, Hebrew
and Portuguese. Dr. Victor Shen will
conduct the Teen Chorus, and Rachel
Cheng will conduct the Children’s
Chorus.
The children from CADE will wear
colorful costumes specially designed
for each dance. The five Chinese folk
dances from different provinces of
China, including the popular Iron Fan
Dance, will be directed and choreographed by Chin Wen Chao. Admission is free but seating is limited, so the
audience is encouraged to arrive early.
For further information, call (908) 8897223.
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) announced that the 12th annual Spring
Fling street festival will take place this
Sunday, April 23, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., rain or shine, along the streets of
downtown Westfield.
“This is the largest event in
Westfield,” said Hans Winberg, chairman of the WACC Board of Directors.
“It’s a great opportunity for local businesses to be seen, not just by area
residents but also by visitors who attend the event from throughout the
state.”
More than 200 businesses, including an assortment of local merchants,
clubs and organizations, combine with
artisans, entertainers and food purveyors to create a large open public market. Along the streets, beneath white
tents, merchants display their goods
and services including everything from
handmade jewelry to embroidered golf
shirts, mortgages to pest control.
Family entertainment on the Main
Stage on Elm Street sets the stage for
the festival. Headlining the event this

year will be cast members from “Thoroughly Modern Millie,” presented by
Kings Super Markets, performing highlights from the hit Broadway show.
“Thoroughly Modern Millie” will be
appearing at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC), from June 6
to 11.
This jazz-influenced musical was the
most awarded new show on Broadway
in 2002, telling the story of a Midwestern girl who arrives in New York determined to take the town by storm.
In addition, The Windmill will
present its first qualifier for its eighth
annual Hot Dog Eating Championship. Adults are invited to participate
in the qualifying round for a chance to
participate in the championship in
August.
The KidZone will offer rides and
activities for the younger set, and the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) will provide music throughout the festival.
For more information, contact the
WACC at (908) 233-3021 or online at
www.WestfieldChamber.com.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The
Times

WESTFIELD – Everyone knows
the “Ode to Joy.” The famous tune
that Beethoven used in the choral
finale to his Ninth Symphony has
become the stuff of church recessional hymns and cell-phone rings.
In the grand scheme of classical
music, very few melodies can boast
such widespread instant recognition.
And indeed, those that have accomplished that feat are so well known
that more people probably associate
them with someone’s ringtone than
with a composer or symphony.
But there is something about performing the original work that inspired such a popular snippet that
forever changes the way that classical
sound clip will sound – something
about being a part of it in all its
orchestral and choral glory, rather
than hearing it filtered through the
polyphonic tones of a cell phone,
that makes the tune awe-inspiring all
over again.
The Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will help a group of
Westfield High School (WHS) musicians breathe new life into the “Ode
to Joy” by inviting the WHS Concert
Choir and Chamber Orchestra to
join the orchestra for a performance
of Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy, the
work for which the composer wrote
the melody that would evolve into
the “Ode to Joy” for his Ninth Symphony.
This Saturday evening, these
groups will come together to present
“Stars of Tomorrow,” the WSO’s second-to-last performance of this concert season. The concert is the first
collaboration between the WSO and
the WHS musical groups in the
WSO’s 25-year existence, said WSO
musical director David Wroe.
Last year, Mr. Wroe approached
Concert Choir director Bill Mathews
and Chamber Orchestra conductor
Raymond Wojcik, who had discussed
the possibility of collaborating with
Mr. Wroe years earlier, with the idea
for this concert program. Both conductors were eager to sign on to the
project.
“Any time you have a chance to
have your students perform with a
professional orchestra, it’s such a great
experience,” said Mr. Mathews.
“(When Mr. Wroe approached me) I
immediately remembered having the
chance to perform with the New
York Philharmonic in college...It’s
stuck with me, and this opportunity
is a great one for our students.”
“This is a collaboration between a
professional orchestra and talented
students,” said Mr. Wojcik. “It certainly celebrates the cultural richness
that exists in Westfield on professional, amateur and student levels.”

Mr. Mathews and Mr. Wojcik, whom
Mr. Wroe praised as “indispensable in
bringing this concert to life,” have been
rehearsing their respective groups in
anticipation of this week’s WSO/WHS
combined rehearsals.
The Choral Fantasy will bring all
three performing groups together, and
a select group of students from Concert Choir will perform the work’s vocal sextet.
“There are no professionals singing
with the choir,” Mr. Wroe said. “We
want to highlight all the levels of talent
in the high school.”
George Vatchnadze, an international
concert pianist and professor at Michigan State, will perform the work’s magnificent piano solo – a massive and
demanding part. “The Choral Fantasy
is not in everyone’s repertoire, but (Mr.

Vatchnadze) has played it before, and
his world-renowned reputation precedes him,” said Mr. Wroe.
Members of the Chamber Orchestra (along with select members of the
WHS Wind Ensemble) will also participate in parts of Handel’s Royal
Fireworks Music. Alongside those
works on the evening’s program are
Kodaly’s Dances of Galanta – “the
WSO’s showpiece of the evening” –
and a special segment in which the
three winners of the New Jersey Music Teachers Association (NJMTA)
annual concerto competition will each
perform a single movement of a concerto.
The NJMTA competition seeks the
best student musicians in three separate age categories. All three of this
CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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FANW
OOD – Paul Murphy was a
ANWOOD
surveyor who owned his own business,
Singer-Murphy Associates, in Fanwood.
In November 2005, Paul was diagnosed
with an aggressive type of brain cancer,
Glioblastoma Multiform.
This past March 27, Mr. Murphy
died, leaving behind his wife, Judy, of
33 years, and five children, including
three adult daughters, two son-in-laws,
three grandchildren and two teenage
sons still living at home.
A free concert to benefit the
Millington Baptist Church Emergency
Family Fund and the Murphy family is
now scheduled for Saturday, April 22,

from 7 to 9 p.m. Jim Winder and Chip
Mergott will be performing acoustic
singer-songwriter Christian material at
the concert. A free offering will be
collected with all proceeds going to
help the Murphy family and other families with needs.
If someone is unable to attend the
concert but would like to make a donation, he or she can send a check to
Foundation 432, 25 South Alward
Avenue, Basking Ridge, 07920. In the
memo section please write: Murphy
Family Fund.
For more information, e-mail
MurphyBenefit@yahoo.com.
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WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts will be one of
the non-profit organizations supported
by the Lord and Taylor’s Westfield Benefit Bash on Tuesday, May 9, from 9
a.m. to 10 p.m. at the retail store on
North Avenue.
The $5 admission ticket to the all-day
shopping event can be purchased at the
NJWA office at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Proceeds from the
ticket sale will help the organization
upgrade its pianos. The greater number
of tickets sold, the closer the organization will come to reaching its goal.
This admission ticket entitles the
purchaser to a 20-percent coupon toward one regularly priced item, including most cosmetics and fragrances. It
also contains a 15 percent all-day savings pass, which can be used toward all

sale and regularly priced merchandise,
including most cosmetics and fragrances. There will be an opportunity
to register for a chance to win a $2,000
wardrobe and a $500 spa gift certificate.
The day will be highlighted by a
series of events such as appearances by
special guests, a trunk show of summer
dresses, poetry readings, author book
signings, mini-manicures and hand
massages. Face painting and a balloon
artist from The Big Apple Circus, along
with visits from Spider Man and the
Incredible Hulk, will enliven the day
for children.
To obtain a $5 admission ticket and
savings coupons, visit the NJWA office
or phone (908) 789-9696. Additional
information is available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Stars
of
Tomorrow
Design: MoldaveDesigns|Mountainside, New Jersey

BEETHOVEN–Choral Fantasy
featuring
Westfield High School Concert Choir
HANDEL–Royal Fireworks Music
featuring
Westfield High School Chamber Orchestra
NJMTA Concerto Competition Winners
KODALY–Dances of Galanta

SATURDAY APRIL 22, 2006 at 8pm
Westfield High School
550 Dorian Road
FOR TICKETS: call 232-9400
or email wso@westfieldsymphony.org
DAVID WROE
Music Director
WESTFIELD FOUNDATION
Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State,
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After more than a
decade at its Quimby Street location,
Westfield’s Sam Goody store closed its
doors last Saturday, April 15. The closing comes as part of a larger consolidation effort by Musicland Holding
Corp., Sam Goody’s parent company.
On February 1, Musicland announced that it would close 341
“underperforming and unprofitable”
Sam Goody and Suncoast Motion Picture Company stores.
According to a press release on the
company’s website, Musicland filed voluntary petitions to restructure the company under Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code on January 12 of this year.
“Closing these stores was a difficult
but necessary decision to protect the
future of this company,” Musicland
President and CEO Michael J. Madden said in a press release. “As we move
forward in the restructuring process,
this action will allow us to focus our
resources on those 400 stores that have
stronger prospects for future growth.”
“I’m saddened that (Musicland) decided to close its Westfield store,” Sherry
Cronin, executive director of the Downtown Westfield Corporation, said.

Book Nook

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOODY DON’T GOT IT...Westfield’s Sam Goody closed down after more than
a decade in Westfield. The departure is part of Musicland’s closing of 341 Sam
Goody and Suncoast Motion Picture Company stores.

Hoppy Pigeon Poem by Kelly Rammell
addresses nature from a pigeon’s point
of view. The lyrical rhymes and bold,
bright illustrations make it fun
for readers to
learn what a day
in the life of a
pigeon is like.
Also
published by Dawn
Publications is
“The Web at
Dragonfly
Pond,” by Brian
“Fox” Ellis. This
is a true story of a
father and son’s
fishing adventure. As the story
progresses, the
young boy learns
about the web of
life that sustains
us all. This book
makes a great accompaniment to
classroom discussions about the
food chain.
In “Queen of
Easter,” illustrated by Mary
Englebreit, little
Ann Estelle celebrates not only
Easter, but the
coming of spring
as well. The book
is published by
HarperCollings (2006). “The Great
Easter Egg Hunt,” by Michael Garland, (Dutton Juvenile, 2005) is an
interactive story that will have young
readers doing their own hunting as
they progress through the book. In a
more religious vein, the life and death
of Jesus Christ is told for children in
“The Story of Easter,” by Jean Miller
(Golden Books, 2000).

always gotten good service.”
As per company policy, Westfield’s
Sam Goody manager and employees
could not discuss the store’s inclusion
on the “underperforming and unprofitable” list of Musicland locations or
comment on the closing.
That Westfield’s Sam Goody became
unprofitable is not an indication that
Westfielders and Westfield shoppers
do not buy music, several employees
and patrons of other Westfield businesses told The Leader/Times.
“I think that there should be a music
store in downtown Westfield, but I
don’t think that Sam Goody filled that
slot in terms of diversity,” said Nicole
Mason, head-of-store of Westfield’s
Gap. “I’ll go to a place like Vintage
Vinyl to shop; they have a much larger,
more varied selection.”
Justin Brown and Anthony Argain,
both of Cranford, cited prices and atmosphere as the reasons that they avoid
Sam Goody and shop at independent
music stores. Said Mr. Brown, “Sam
Goody is very expensive, and it’s much
more personal if you shop in a place
like SoundStation.”
Mr. Argain said, “My goal is to shop
at a place where (the employees) know
who you are and know what you like.”
The Leader/Times spoke with Bob
Larsen, the owner of SoundStation,
the independent music store located
across the street from the South Avenue train station parking lot.
When asked to hypothesize as to the
reasons that Westfield’s Sam Goody
floundered, Mr. Larsen said, “Sam
Goody carries mostly top-40 music,
and its selection wasn’t very deep.
They’re a mall store; they order what
the corporation tells them to order. But
nobody wants to buy the same stuff all
the time – they want something different to make music more exciting.”
Though Musicland deemed its
Westfield branch unprofitable, there is
still a thriving music-buying community in the local area, Mr. Larsen said.
“There’s no downward trend (in
sales) here,” he said. “Every year, it gets
better and better.”
Mr. Larsen’s brother Joe Larsen, who
opened SoundStation with his mother
in 1988, dispelled the idea that the
advent and increasing popularity of
music-burning equipment and Internet
downloading software will destroy the
livelihood of all music stores. “Sometimes people choose to use the Internet
to find music, but for diehard music
fans, that doesn’t take the place of
buying it.”
“When you download a CD, there’s
no information with it – you don’t
know who played on the album, who
produced it…Not everyone is into that,
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L.G. Sullivan, a Westfield resident,
said, “It’s too bad Sam Goody is closing
– it’s the only place downtown to buy
music. I shopped there.”
“If the company is in financial trouble,
then closing stores is the right thing for
them to do,” said Westfield resident and
downtown employee Rowland Adeyemo.
“I don’t buy music that often, but whenever I did, I went to Sam Goody, and I’ve
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By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Earth Day, Easter,
Passover and Holocaust Memorial
Month. April is full
of dates to mark on
the calendar. Equally
plentiful is the number of children’s
books written about
each of these occasions.
One recently released book about
Earth Day is “All
New Crafts for
Earth Day” by
Kathy Ross (First Avenue Editions,
2006). Targeted to
readers ages four to
eight, this book, as
well as “Earth Day
Crafts,” by Carol
Gnojewski (Enslow
Publishers, 2005)
uses simple crafts to
teach children how
to respect the earth.
Both can be used at
home and in the
classroom.
Dawn Publications, a publisher
dedicated to inspiring a deeper understanding and appreciation for all life on
Earth in children,
has recently released two books that
will make interesting Earth Day reading. The first, “City Beats,” a Hip-

