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ARBES SELECTED TEAM CAPTAIN

Blue Devil Golfers Prep
For Blue Devil Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Just after the Union
County tournament and prior to the
Meet of Champions, Westfield High
School golf coach John Turnbull said,
“The good thing is, that going into the
states, we do have four solid players,
where last year we didn’t.”

All four players did click at the
right time to earn the Blue Devils
their second team title in three years
at the Meet of Champions (MOC)
held on the 6,711-yard, par 70 course
at the Burlington Country Club in
Mount Holly. The Blue Devils fin-
ished with a 307 total to beat runner-
up Bergen Catholic by four strokes.

Well! Three of those four solid
players have since graduated includ-
ing three-time Union County champ
Ryan Shallcross, who also finished
second at the MOC. The one remain-
ing player, senior Captain Jimmy
Arbes received All-State recognition
last year, placed second in the
Watchung Conference and Union
County tournaments and had the Blue
Devils’ second-best average of 39.25
in his freshman season.

Joining Arbes on the course will be
seniors Alex Hodara and Matt
Liebowitz; juniors Anthony
Alverness, Adam Becker, Billy

Farrell, Tim Jacob and Caroline
Steller, and sophomores Dan
Liebowitz and Nick Livolsi.

According to Blue Devil Head
Coach John Turnbull, “Our most im-
proved player is Nick Livolsi. The
teaching pro at Echo Lake, Derek
McDonald, has done a wonderful job
working with Nick. Along with Dan
Liebowitz, both of them will be very
important to our season along with
Adam Becker.”

The Blue Devils, who began their
27-match season at home with Union
on April 3 and Wardlaw-Hartridge on
April 4 and away at Linden on April 5,
will face several very good opponents
like Hunterdon Central, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, South Plainfield, Princeton,
East Brunswick and Cranford.

Additionally, the prestigious Blue
Devil Tournament is scheduled for
Monday, April 10, at Echo Lake Coun-
try Club at 3:30 p.m. The event will
feature powerhouses Bergen Catho-
lic, Delbarton, Oratory Prep, Ridge,
Ramapo, Ridgewood, Seneca and
Westfield. Last year, Bergen Catho-
lic, ranked No. 2 at the time, took top
honors with a team total of 315 (six
players), while the No. 6 Blue Devils
placed second with a 328 total and
No. 12 St. Augustine placed third
with a 330 total on the 12-hole setup.

Hillsborough Unloads Muscle
On Baseball Blue Devils, 16-4
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for Hillsborough. In the bottom of the
inning, after leadoff hitter Tom Bonard
was hit-by-a-pitch, Diaz gave the Blue
Devils hope by crushing his two-run
shot over the 387-foot mark in right-
centerfield.

In the fourth and fifth innings, Blue
Devil pitcher Brandon Cuba discov-
ered that throwing fastballs or tele-
graphing off-speed pitches would not
work when the Raiders went to the
long ball to score three and five runs,
respectively. Corey Swickle (3-for-3,
HR, ground-rule double, 4 runs scored,
3 RBI) ripped a two-run shot over the
leftfield fence and Matt Zygmund (3-
for-4, 2 HR, 4 runs scored, 5 RBI)
followed with a solo blast to right-
center in the fourth. In the fifth,
Zygmund smashed a grand slam to the
same location, Rich Schnaljae tripled
to center and scored on Rock
Palumbo’s sacrifice fly to leftfield.

Anderson ripped his two-run homer
over the leftfield fence in the bottom of
the fourth. Blue Devil pitcher Peter
Antonelli came to the mound with two
outs in the fifth and put out the fire by
getting his first batter to ground out to
second. Because of his ability to dis-
guise his off-speed pitches and work
fine placement, Antonelli also silenced
Hillsborough in the sixth inning.

“Our pitchers just have to learn.
You just can’t sit with fastballs. Un-
less you throw 88 (miles per hour)
and above, you just can’t do that
against good high school teams. It’s
going to take time and effort. When
these guys work in the bullpen be-
tween starts, they have to really work
on those other pitches. You have to
locate your fastball and change

speeds. If you do that, you can keep
them off-balance. Pete Antonelli
changed his speeds and we had three
or four ground balls and we were out
of the inning. Baseball is simple. You
just have to throw pitches they are not
ready for,” Brewster said.

More lessons were to be learned in
the seventh inning. With Blue Devil
Joe Schurig in relief, the Raiders read
his pitches, drew a walk and rapped
three singles and a double to score
four more runs. The Blue Devils also
added their fifth error and an errant
throw home when it should have been
thrown to the cutoff man.

“We missed the cutoff man. That
cost us two runs. It wasn’t going to
change the difference in the game but,
as the year goes on, that will make a
big difference,” said Brewster who
added, “I have confidence in this team.
We are an experienced team. I know
how we can play. We hit the baseball
well. Our pitching is solid. We are just
going to shake this one off and come
back again Monday against Cranford.”
Hillsborough 400 350 4 16
Westfield 200 200 0 4

SHARKEY, BIALICK, YARUSI TO LEAD

Blue Devil Boys Have
Well-Balanced Lax Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twelve returning varsity players –
half from the offense and half from
the defense – from last year’s squad
look to give the Westfield High School
boys lacrosse team a well-balanced
squad this season. The Blue Devils
expect to keep opposing teams off-
balance with a quick, exciting of-
fense, as well as keeping them in
check with a solid, experienced de-
fense.

Last year, the Blue Devils demol-
ished Northern Highlands, 14-8, in
the second round of the Group 3 tour-
nament at Gary Kehler Stadium be-
fore ending their season in the next
round with a 9-7 defeat at the sticks of
Ridge to finish 9-12. Probably the
Blue Devils’ most impressive win of
the season last year came on May 14
in Westfield when they overwhelmed
the Seton Hall Prep Pirates, 6-3, then
ranked eighth in The Star-Ledger.

With a great attitude and balance,

according to Blue Devil Head Coach
Gerry Benaquista, “the 2006 team
has set some outstanding goals and
are willing to work hard to accom-
plish them.”

Team Tri-Captains Ryan Sharkey
and Mike Bialick, both seniors, and
junior Ryan Yarusi will lead a fero-
cious attack force, which will also
include juniors Chris Mattes, Luke
Baran and Joe Simone. All have a
kean scent for the opponent’s goal.

Solid as a rock, the defensive lead-
ers are veterans, senior Tom Bottini,
and juniors Kevin Maus, Will
Harbaugh, Eddie Kane and CJ Pattela.
Although last year’s outstanding goalie
Chris Zafutto has graduated, coach
Benaquista has been quite pleased with
the performances of senior Alex Lewis
and junior Ben Thomas.

Other players expected to add sup-
port are: seniors Kevin Anderson (var-
sity last year), Nick Brownstone,
Andrew Brunhofer, Chris Byrne,
Jesse Garfinkel, Jeff Goldstein, Bryan
Levine, Bryan Nolan and Jeremy
Wolf, juniors John-Russell Brockway,
Peter Cornell, Russell Miller, Jeffrey
Mysel, Alex Vanarelli (2005 varsity)
and Brandon West and sophomores
Harry Bernstein and Andrew
Rosenberg.

“I expect to be well balanced this
year with an exciting offense return-
ing and a solid defense returning, as
well as two great goalies. The team’s
desire to win will be the catalyst of
this year’s team. Our team is experi-
enced, as well as tight, but of players
who believe in the team and each
other,” stated coach Benaquista.

DAVIS TO LEAD A STRONG GROUP

Raider Golfers Return
Talented Veteran Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Talented veterans head a hungry
group of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School golfers who yearn to savor the
sweet taste of victory in the Watchung
Conference and Union County tour-
naments this season.

With the exception of Mike Sprung,
who graduated, the Raiders return the
same group that finished second in
the Watchung Conference A Division
with a super fine score of 323 on the
par-72 course at Shackamaxon Golf
and Country Club in Scotch Plains,
coming up just three strokes shy of
Westfield’s 320 total. Clayton Balch,
now a senior, surprised many by fin-
ishing second with a 78, two strokes
behind Blue Devil star Jimmy Arbes.

“We have a veteran team back. We

have eight to 10 guys who can play.
Because of our depth, it’s going to
make everybody play better,” said
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

Senior Jack Davis, who has been
accepted to the Penn State PGA pro-
gram, will head this veteran group
comprised predominantly of seniors.

“He is going into the golf industry,”
commented Ciccotelli. “He is with-
out a doubt our most consistent
player.”

Along with Davis and Balch will
be seniors Greg Bruno, Chris Cooper,
Andrew Goldberg and Brian Halpin,
who placed fourth in the Watchung
Conference tournament last year. Jun-
ior Colin Campbell and sophomore
newcomer Brian Pak, who, accord-
ing to Ciccotelli, “has been playing
really well,” will round out the squad.

The Raiders opened their season at
home against Wardlaw-Hartridge on
April 3 and Hudson Catholic on April
5 and will host Union at Shackamaxon
today, April 6, at 4 p.m.

“We have a chance to have a very
good year. This is as strong a team as
we have ever had,” said Ciccotelli.
“The tough thing about high school
golf is you have one round to win it in.
If we are on, we have a good chance.”

Raider Golfers Return
Talented Veteran Team
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE RIGHT STUFF…Blue Devil relief pitcher Peter Antonelli had the right stuff
to hold Hillsborough scoreless in his one-and-a-third inning appearance.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUICK, EXCITING OFFENSE…The Blue Devils boys lacrosse team will keep
opponents off-balance with its quick and exciting offense.

WESTFIELD
This lovely home is on an oversized corner lot and features a brand new eat-in kitchen, 2 new baths, a ground level family
room plus a fully finished basement recreation room.  Dining room, large living room, 3 bedrooms, all with gleaming
hardwood floors.  Everything has been newly painted.  A double-width driveway opens to a built-in garage, and there’s
a sizeable fenced yard with patio for spring and summer fun.  DIR: Rahway Ave. to Doris Pkwy. #50 (052000921)

Open House: Sun. 4/9  1-5pm $599,000

This lovely Ranch offers three bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, large living and dining rooms, kitchen with new ceramic tile floor,
family room, walk-up attic, CAC, hardwood floors.  Enjoy the fenced yard with patio plus an incredibly large, fully
finished basement.  Minutes from pool and golf course with easy access to NYC transportation.  DIR: Madison Hill Rd.
to Amelia Dr. lt on Stemmer Dr. #53 (052000896)

Open House Sun. 4/9  1-5pmCLARK $609,000

This distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous attention to
detail.  Set on an exquisite cul de sac and designed on a grand scale, this elegant home features a 2 story entry foyer,
designer gourmet kitchen, spectacular family room with stone fireplace, refined living room, gracious dining room,
office/study, four generous bedrooms, walk-out lower level with great room, full entertaining kitchen, exercise room,
bonus room & more.  The deck spans the entire rear elevation & overlooks an unsurpassed breathtaking 1.39 acres of
specimen planting, lush lawns, patios & natural wooded area.  Call for your private tour today! (052000541)

Custom Built ColonialSCOTCH PLAINS $1,295,000

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four Bedrooms,
formal living and dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, designer kitchen with granite
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up
attic, 2 ½ -3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior
with masonry accents.  Still time to customize.  Call
Ralph for more information at 908-591-6283
(052000587)

New Construction –
To Be Built

$800,000WESTFIELD

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano

Westfield/Hillsborough
SP-F/Watchung Hills
Baseball on Website
Photos of the Westfield/

Hillsborough and SP-F/Watchung
Hills baseball game will be avail-
able on The Westfield Leader
website. www.goleader.com –
Click Photos in upper right then
Photos on left and scroll to appro-
priate list.


