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Ernest Winter Celebrates
104th Birthday in Westfield

Lt. Cossolini of FW
Completes Training

FORT BENNING – Army National
Guard Second Lieutenant John B.
Cossolini has graduated from the In-
fantry Officer Basic Course at Fort
Benning, Columbus, Ga.

The four-month course is designed
to instruct new lieutenants in leader-
ship, tactical skills and combat-re-
lated skills and tasks which concen-
trate on practical battlefield training.
The students learned by performing
and demonstrating proficiency in
practical, external evaluation and field
tactical exercises. Graduates qualify
as both mechanized and light infantry
platoon leaders.

Lieutenant Cossolini is the son of
John Cossolini of Fanwood. He gradu-
ated in 2001 from St. Peter’s Prepara-
tory School in Jersey City and re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in 2005
from Rutgers University, New
Brunswick.
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PROUD ARMY  OFFICER…Fanwood native John Cossolini, pictured above in
2001 when he graduated from St. Peter’s Preparatory School, is now a Second
Lieutenant in the Army National Guard. He recently graduated from the Infantry
Officer Basic Course at Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga.

WESTFIELD – Lifelong Westfield
resident Ernest Winter, known for
his decades of service to the commu-
nity, celebrated his 104th birthday
on March 11.

Among the birthday greetings he
received was a congratulatory note
from Willard Scott of NBC’s “The
Today Show.”

During his long life, during which
he has witnessed the country evolve
from the horse and buggy era to the
space age and the Internet, Mr. Win-
ter has remained a force for good in
many different capacities.

A 1920 graduate of Westfield High
School, Mr. Winter spent 44 years in
the insurance field. He subsequently
became a pivotal member of the
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of
the American Red Cross, serving as
chairman from 1972 to 1974, and

received the organization’s first “An-
gel on Earth” award in 1998.

For his contributions over the
years, he has additionally been rec-
ognized by the Rotarians, as 1992
Humanitarian of the Year; the Ma-
sons, which he joined more than 50
years ago; the United Fund of
Westfield and the United Way of
Union County, which designated him
as Volunteer of the Year in 1986.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY...Ernest Win-
ter of Westfield celebrated his 104th
birthday on March 11, 2006. Mr.
Winter is pictured above on his birth-
day in 2005.

Bear Sighting Prompts
Advisory By Police

WESTFIELD – In response to a
report that a black bear was sighted in
Westfield, the police department has
issued an advisory to area residents
and recommended an online resource
on confronting bears.

Police received a report at 8:12
p.m. on Sunday that the bear was
spotted at the end of Prospect Street
by Trails End, located directly across
from Route 22 where the Watchung
Reservation borders. It was believed
an area resident made the call.

Police Chief John Parizeau said
police responded but did not site the
bear; however, last year Union County
police spotted a bear traveling along
the Lamberts Mill Road railroad
tracks. That bear was later trapped in
Woodbridge.

Chief Parizeau advised residents to
access www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/
bearinfo.htm for tips on how to react
if one is confronted by a bear. Addi-
tionally, individuals may report any
bear sightings to the Westfield Police
Department at (908) 789-4000 and
police will contact the appropriate
authorities.

Asm. Bramnick to Hold
Saturday Office Hours
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman

Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), a
member of the Assembly’s Consumer
Affairs Committee, will begin to hold
Saturday office hours with constitu-
ents in his Westfield office at 250 Elm
Street.

“We have an excellent staff of ex-
perienced individuals that are willing
to help people with consumer issues,”
Assemblyman Bramnick stated. He
encourages constituents, members of
the media and local government offi-
cials to call Scott Mersereau at (908)
232-3673 to schedule an appointment.

Mr. Bramnick said he would be
pleased to meet with citizens of Dis-
trict 21 to discuss policy issues as
well as local and state- wide issues
during the Saturday office hours. Stu-
dents that have an interest in govern-
ment or a class project are encour-
aged to call for an appointment.

Assemblyman Bramnick will also
meet with constituents on other days
if Saturdays are not convenient.
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Garwood Mayor Sets
Saturday Office Hours
GARWOOD — Mayor Dennis

McCarthy will hold his monthly
Mayor’s Saturday from 10 to 11 a.m.
on April 8 in the Municipal Building
at 403 South Avenue. Residents may
stop by to discuss any concerns or
just say hello and meet the mayor. For
more information, please call (908)
789-0710.

JLEP Announces Date
For Literary Luncheon

COUNTY – On Friday, April 28,
the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield (JLEP) will hold its seventh
annual fundraiser, the “Literary Lun-
cheon,” at the Grand Summit Hotel in
Summit starting at 10:30 a.m.

Proceeds will support the league’s
community projects. Through
projects and partnerships with com-
munity organizations, the JLEP works
to improve the lives of families in
crisis in Union County.

This year’s event will feature Frank
Delaney, author of “Ireland” and a
former BBC presenter, as Master of
Ceremonies. The panel of authors
will include Kevin Baker,
“Dreamland,” “Paradise Alley,”
“Strivers Row;” Diane Meier Delaney,
“The New American Wedding;”
Elizabeth Strout, “Amy and Isabelle,”
“Abide with Me,” and prolific
children’s author Roni Schotter,
“Nothing Ever Happens on 90th
Street,” “Hanukkah” and “The Boy
Who Loved Words,” among others.

The authors will be available to
sign books throughout the day for the
over 300 guests expected to attend.

The JLEP is a non-profit volunteer
organization of women serving the
Union County area. Its mission is to
promote voluntarism, develop the po-
tential of women and improve com-
munities through effective action and
leadership of trained volunteers.

For more information on the lun-
cheon or to obtain tickets, please call
the JLEP at (908) 709-1177 or email
LiteraryLuncheon@jlepnj.org.

Williams to Present
Egg Hunt Saturday

WESTFIELD – Williams Nursery,
524 Springfield Avenue in Westfield,
will hold its 10th annual Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, April 15, at 2 p.m.
There will be 4,000 eggs filled with
candy and toys, and 50 special prize
eggs, which can be traded for bigger
prizes. Youngsters may have their pic-
ture taken with the Easter Bunny.

The egg hunt is only for children
age 10 and under. There is no charge
for this event. Participants are asked
to arrive at least 30 minutes early
since the hunt will start at exactly 2
p.m. For more information, please
call (908) 232-4076.

Advice: Remove Yellow
Ribbons from Trees

WESTFIELD — Ayn Wisler, an
organizer of Operation Yellow Rib-
bon in Westfield, has issued a re-
minder to residents to remove rib-
bons from their trees. The Rutgers
Cooperative advises that old ribbons
tightly bound around trees may cause
damage during this growing season.
Ribbons should be removed or re-
placed after 60 days in order to avoid
strangulation of tree growth.

The troops from the New Jersey
National Guard comprising the 250th
Signal Battalion were officially wel-
comed home last Saturday in cer-
emonies at the Westfield Armory.

Earth Awareness Set for
April 12-20 at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – In honor of
Earth Day, the Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside will
offer a special program, “Take a Walk
on the Wild Side,” April 12 to 20.

For a complete listing of Earth
Awareness Week workshops or for
information on spring programs and
special events, please call (908) 789-
3670 or visit www.ucnj.org/trailside.


