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By Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella

Dealing with Childhood Drinking
Jets Pass on Berk. Heights;
Bd. OK’s Bonding for Cem.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Admitting disap-
pointment over the New York Jets’
decision to relocate their practice fa-
cility and headquarters to Florham
Park instead of Berkeley Heights,
Union County officials said last
Thursday that inquiries have been
received from corporations interested
in locating in the township.

“I felt we gave the Sports and Ex-
position Authority a real tough
choice,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said following
last Thursday’s board meeting.

“The ball didn’t bounce our way,”
he said.

Both he and County Manager
George Devanney, a resident of Ber-
keley Heights, said they were proud
of the township’s efforts to bring the
Jets to Union County.

“Berkeley Heights was kind of the
underdog that was coming from be-
hind,” Mr. Devanney said.

He noted that the former Exxon
Corp. headquarters on Park Avenue
in Florham Park had been considered
the favorite from the beginning. Both
towns were among five finalists com-
peting to attract the National Football
League franchise to their communi-
ties.

In a press release, Club President
Jay Cross said Berkeley Heights and
the other finalists “put so much ef-
fort, passion and energy in their bids.
We would have been proud to call any
of them our home.”

The other three sites considered
were Jersey City, Millburn and Wood-
Ridge. Forty towns initially responded
to an inquiry put out by the team to
relocate its practice facility and head-
quarters to New Jersey after 30 years
at Hofstra University on Long Island.

Mr. Devanney called Berkeley
Heights’ effort “a well-orchestrated
campaign.” He said the township’s
presentation to the team on March 24,
showed a lot of creativity. His wife,
Angie Devanney, is the township’s
business administrator.

In other business, at Thursday’s
meeting, the freeholders adopted a
$6.5 million bond ordinance Thurs-
day night for the purchase of 14 acres
of undeveloped land from the
Hazelwood Cemetery property in
Clark. The cost will be paid out of the
county’s open space fund. The ordi-
nance passed 7-0. Freeholders Nancy
Ward and Rick Proctor were absent.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
questioned whether the acquisition
could be paid fully out of the open
space fund without the need for bond-
ing, which increases the county’s debt.

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said the ordinance gives the county
“the flexibility to issue bonds if we

think that is the best alternative this
year.” He said the open space fund
“may not be enough” to fund the
purchase. The cemetery links to
Milton Lake Park, an existing county
park, and Esposito Park, which was
purchased by the county in 2003.

The freeholders also approved two
$80,000 contracts with the Union
County Economic Development
Corp. for procurement training and
technical assistance to private busi-
nesses and general economic devel-
opment services. Both contracts are
for one year, ending December 31.

UCEDC Executive Director
Maureen Tineen of Westfield thanked
the board for their support over the
years. She brought Suresh Kapoor,
president of LC Engineers, Inc. of
Rahway, to explain how UCEDC
helps small businesses.

“With the program’s assistance, I
have developed my business from a
$250,000 annual sales corporation to a
$2.5 million annual sales corporation,”
he said.

The board also approved an agree-
ment with the Union County Improve-
ment Authority for site selection, de-
velopment and financing of a county
animal shelter. Board members also
passed a resolution authorizing the
county manager to submit a county
employee incentive program appli-
cation to the state for a county em-
ployee early retirement program.

The board also appointed John
Morgan, former director of parking
services for Westfield, and Fanwood
Councilman Jack Molenaar to the
county’s transportation advisory board.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Dave Makkar of Spring-
field was critical of the recent ap-
proval by the Springfield Planning
Board of a 93-unit luxury condo-
minium complex. He said the site,
located on Wilson Road off Shunpike
Road, constitutes a 60 percent slope.
In a press release he distributed at the
meeting, Mr. Makkar called the de-
velopment “the biggest fraud in the
history of Springfield.” He said the
builder is K&K Developers, which
he said is controlled by Ziggi Wilf.

“What is this board planning to do
about it?” he questioned. Freeholder
Mirabella responded that the free-
holders do not have any jurisdiction
over municipal boards.

“If you can’t control a municipal-
ity, why are you there?” he asked.

County resident Judy Byron re-
quested the board look to a company
named GeesePeace, based in Falls
Church, Va., as a more humane way
to alleviate the county’s Canadian
Geese problem in county parks. “Kill-
ing the geese is not gong to solve the
problem,” she said, noting past prac-
tices of the county.

PARSA Sewerage Authority
Receives Management Award

My children, Micayla and Alex, are
only seven and nine years old. I’ve
already begun talking to them regu-
larly – and seriously – about staying
away from alcohol.

Like many parents, I’ve always
hoped that these early conversations
would be a source of strength later,
when the children are teenagers. But
for a growing number of the very
young, the need for strength is now.

Underage drinking in New Jersey
is no longer just a teenage problem.
The average first use of alcohol in our
state is age 11. Could this happen in
your family? The short answer is yes.
It can happen to anyone.

Last week, Union County co-spon-
sored a town hall meeting on child-
hood drinking with an organization
called Prevention Links. Among the
speakers were three teens in rehabili-
tation for alcohol and drug abuse that
started when they were seven, nine
and 11 years old.

These young people, who are work-
ing hard to turn their lives around,
shared stories that are becoming com-
monplace. All three said that they
started drinking at home. One de-
scribed growing up in a house where
alcoholic beverages were within a
child’s easy reach. In another home,
liquor was kept in a cabinet – and the
child simply took it from there. An-
other child was able to drink thanks to
help from an older sibling.

Though still very young, the three
speakers had some mature advice for
parents. They said that trust is impor-
tant, but that parents should stay alert,
and expect the worst. They said that
parents should confront their child
immediately if they suspect some-
thing. They said that parents should
always be thinking: it could happen to
my child.

These teens have basically said that
parents can make a good start by
monitoring the supply and storage of
alcohol in the home.  You can’t go
wrong by acting under the assump-

tion that your child – even a very
young child - is curious about alco-
hol, and will sneak drinks when pos-
sible.

But experts in substance abuse also
recognize that one family can’t do it
alone. Parents can also make a differ-
ence by reaching out to the parents of
their children’s friends. Start a con-
versation about childhood drinking.
Don’t be afraid to ask another family
how they keep alcohol away from
very young children.

The experts also recognize that
children receive powerful messages
about alcohol from the community at
large. Friendly gatherings, block par-
ties, backyard barbecues, local res-
taurants and corner delis can all be
part of a neighborhood landscape
where alcohol is common. From the
media, children get endless messages
that link alcoholic beverages with the
fun and excitement of sports and other
outdoor activities. The marketing of
sweet alcoholic drinks in cute pack-
ages is also freighted with appeal to
children.

The good news is that organizations
like Prevention Links are bringing
Union County families together with
people who can provide help and sup-
port in dealing with this problem: ex-
perts in substance abuse, law enforce-
ment officials, and most importantly,
young people who continue to struggle
with their addictions.

Together, we can all play a role in
helping young children steer clear of
alcohol.

To find out more about childhood
drinking in New Jersey, contact Pre-
vention Links at (732) 381-4100 or
www.preventionlinks.org, or visit
www.starttalkingnj.com. To help take
action, join the Community Task
Force meeting on May 17 at Preven-
tion Links.

Information about Union County’s
programs for youths and families is
available through the Youth Services
Bureau, (908) 298-7800.

MERCERVILLE – The
Association of Environmental
Authorities (NJAEA) presented its
2006 Wave Awards on March 14
and15 at the Trump Marina Hotel and
Casino in Atlantic City. The
association represents 108 publicly-
owned water and wastewater facilities
that provide environmental services
for New Jersey residents.

The Wave Award recognizes
environmental authorities for: “Best
Management Practices,” for projects
that measurably improve a treatment
plant’s efficiency and effectiveness;
“Community Outreach,” for projects
that capture the public’s attention with
an important environmental message,
and “Forward Thinking” for new
projects or processes that help
improve local environmental quality.

The Plainfield Area Regional Sew-
erage Authority (PARSA) received a
Best Management Practices Wave
Award for its Real-time Wireless Data
Acquisition Project. The system uses
the Internet and wireless technology
to collect flow meter data. PARSA,
which serves Dunellen, Fanwood,
Green Brook, North Plainfield,
Plainfield, Scotch Plains, South
Plainfield and Watchung, is celebrat-
ing its 10th year of operations. It was
established, as part of the settlement
agreement ending eight years of liti-
gation against the former agency, the
Plainfield Joint Meeting (PJM).

PARSA took over the PJM system
(10 miles), as well as 18 miles of
interceptor sewers owned by the mu-
nicipalities in February 1996. Since
its inception, PARSA solved a myriad
of problems including Sanitary Sewer
Overflows (SSO’s), odor complaints,
failing sewer lines, administrative,
financial and personnel issues and a
recommendation for $30 million of
capital improvements.

In addition to this year’s Best Man-
agement Practices Award, PARSA has

been recognized by its Joint Insur-
ance Fund for completing 10 years
without a lost-time accident.For more
information on the awards, please see
www.aeanj.org.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SONGS FOR THE TROOPS...Members of the Westfield High School Choir
performed at ceremonies last Saturday in the Westfield Armory, welcoming home
troops of the 250th Signal Battalion from the war in Iraq.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING FUN...Tiger Cubs of McKinley Pack 176 in Westfield visit the office of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on March 30 to learn
how newspapers are made.

NAME                                                     PRICE

Aquinas Chardonnay  $10.99 
Barefoot Chardonnay  5.99 
Toasted Head Chardonnay   10.59 
Monte Antico Rosso   7.99 
Falesco Vittiano    6.99 
Muri Greis Lagrein Rose 9.99 
Mas de Gourgonnier Rose 9.99 
Chateau Trinquevedel Rose 11.99 
Guigal Cotes Du Rhone Rose 8.99 
Vineland Estates Dry Riesling 8.99 
S. A. Prum Essence Riesling 7.99 
Selbach Zeltinger Schlossberg Spatlese 15.99 
Malencini Chianti 11.99 
Cantine del Taburno Falanghin 12.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio 7.99 
Damilano Barol 25.99 
Molnar Pinot Noir 19.49 

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     
Free Parking  We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law
will apply.

NAME                                                     PRICE

Ortman Pinot Noir $18.99 
Pepperwood Pinot Noir 7.99 
Mirassou Pinot Noir 7.99 
Onix Priorat 10.99 
Vega Sindoa Chardonnay 5.99 
Cline Syrah 9.79 
Stephen Vincent Cabernet Sauvignon 8.99 
Rosemount Shiraz 8.99 

FAMILY VALUES
NAME                                                     PRICE

Beringer White Zinfandel 1.5 Liter $8.29 
Cavit Pinot Grigio 1.5 Liter 11.19 
Robert Mondavi Private Selection 
Cabernet, Chardonnay, Merlot 1.5 Liter 16.99 
Fish Eye Pinot Grigio & Shiraz 1.5 Liter 11.29 

Great Wines, Great
Prices and Kosher for
Passover Too!
NAME                                                        PRICE

Recanati Shiraz $9.79 
Recanati Merlot 9.79 
Recanati Chardonnay 9.79 
Efron's Cave Triple Red 8.99 
Noah Cabernet/ Merlot 8.99 
Segal's Chardonnay 11.29 
Segal's Cabernet/Merlot 14.29 
Rashi Barolo 31.49 
Noah Gedon Cabernet Sauvignon 12.79 
Alfasi Malbec/Syrah 8.29 
Barkan Reserve Pinot Noir 16.59 
Ella Valley Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 19.99 
Hai Emerald Riesling 7.99 
Goose Bay Sauvignon Blanc 12.99 
Teal Lake Shiraz 9.59 
Baron Herzog Cabernet Sauvignon 10.99 
Baron Herzog Chardonnay 9.79 
Baron Herzog White Zinfandel 5.99 
Manischewitz Concord Grape 1.5 Liter 5.99 
Manischewitz Medium Dry Concord 1.5 Liter 5.99 
Manischewitz Cream White Concord 1.5 Liter 5.99
All prices are valid from 4/06/06 - 4/19/06.

Fill your Easter Basket with Great Wines 
at Even Greater Prices!

Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. 
In fact, our top three hundred items are ranked as the best prices in town. 

Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry. 
What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

SPBPA to Hold Annual
Dinner Dance on May 5

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Business & Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) will hold its An-
nual Spring Fling Dinner Dance on
Friday, May 5, at The Westwood in
Garwood. The public is invited.

Anyone interested in attending may
call SPBPA President Lisa Mohn of
Apple Blossom Flower Shop at (908)
322-4999. Tickets are $60. The
evening includes a buffet dinner, wine,
beer, soda, dessert, a disk jockey and
a silent auction. All proceeds go to
the SPBPA Scholarship Fund.

This year’s honorees will be the
ERA Suburb Realty Agency and the
Florence Ravioli Company for their
long-time service to the community
and the SPBPA.

ERA Suburb Realty Agency is the
longest established real estate office in
Scotch Plains, serving the community
for over 45 years since Sal Lamastra
founded it in 1961. Today, his sons
Don and Paul Lamastra operate the
agency with a team of 60 full- and
part-time agents.

The Florence Ravioli Company has
been in business for over 60 years,
having originally opened its doors in
1943 in Newark, where it was estab-
lished by Florence and Ralph Losanno.
It moved to 1741 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains in 1968 and was oper-
ated by Florence and her son, An-
thony. In 1975, Anthony’s wife,
Maryann, and his son, Ralph, joined
the business. Today, Ralph and his
wife, Cindy, operate it. The company
offers freshly made homemade pastas
and Italian specialties.


