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toward the future.”
Mr. Whitehouse has lived in Scotch

Plains for 20 years, served a full, three-
term before losing a bid for reelection
last year. He was named by the board
last September to fill the vacancy left
by the resignation of Mr. Porter. He is
currently facilities committee chair-
man. He has volunteered time coach-
ing tee-ball, youth soccer, hockey, and
chaperoning Friday’s Place.

“I believe our district is strong and
well run,” he stated. “Nothing pre-
pares you for the board service. It
takes a lot of time and dedication to
see it through.”

Mr. Whitehouse said money is

Final Public Session Outlines
FW TDR Timing and Goals

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The third and final
community visioning session, discussing
the Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) program, was held at Forest Road
Park’s recreation building on March 30.
It was attended by more than 45 Fanwood
residents and business owners.

Organized by the Department of Smart
Growth, a division of the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs, in
conjunction with the borough council,
the agenda of this meeting was to discuss
the next steps in implementing the TDR
program and a summation of information
gathered at previous meetings.

Several consultants from the Office of
Smart Growth were on hand to answer
questions regarding the program. Con-
sultants for the TDR program were paid
for through a $160,000 grant from the
New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs.

As explained by professional planning
consultant Stan Slachetka, TDR is the
transfer of development potential from
one piece of property to another. A TDR
program permits developers, in a receiv-
ing zone, to purchase TDR credits from
property owners in a sending zone. Prop-
erty owners in the sending zone agree to
place certain development restrictions on
their properties in order to preserve the
properties’ historical integrity.

The property developers in the receiv-
ing zone are afforded certain develop-
ment incentives for purchasing the cred-
its. The precise incentives for each prop-
erty owner are still being worked out by
the borough and the Office of Smart
Growth. Mr. Slachetka said that they ex-
pect to have those details finalized by
April.

There will be a Fanwood Business and
Professional Association meeting on
Tuesday, April 18, and another public
meeting on Thursday, April 27, to share
more details with the public.

Mr. Slachetka explained that the bor-
ough would act as the administrative
agency, matching up sellers and buyers of
the TDR credits. A real estate market
analysis will be completed by May, which
will calculate the exact value of a TDR
credit. It is hoped the entire plan will
beready to submit to the state for endorse-
ment by the summer.

The borough council will then vote to
adopt an ordinance, incorporating the
TDR program into the master plan, and
then implementation of the program can
begin. Mr. Slachetka said he expects this
process to be ready to implement by the
fall.

The proposed redevelopment area or
receiving zone runs along South Avenue
to the south of the Fanwood Train Station
and downtown north of Martine Avenue,
between South and LaGrande Avenues.
It includes both industrially-zoned and
commercially-zoned properties. It does
not include the borough’s downtown re-
development area or residential proper-
ties on South Avenue.

Two previous community visioning
sessions garnered input from residents
and business owners regarding redevel-
opment ideas for the South Avenue corri-
dor.

Homes in the historic district, as well
as 14 other homes, scattered throughout
the borough, have been identified as be-
ing contributing historic properties in need
of historic preservation.

Mr. Slachetka explained that the TDR
program draws these two goals together

to encourage both redevelopment and his-
toric preservation.

Alternatives to ensuring historic pres-
ervation are not as desirable, Mr. Slachetka
pointed out, such as mandating regula-
tory controls. Mayor Colleen Mahr said
that several historic properties have al-
ready been demolished because the bor-
ough did not have any prevention mea-
sures in place. Mayor Mahr emphasized
that the TDR program did not include any
plans to invoke eminent domain and that
the TDR program was completely volun-
tary.

TDR restrictions can be variable and
specific to each piece of property and will
be an easement sold with the house, offi-
cials explained. An example might be
that construction to the façade of a house
must be historically-accurate, while addi-
tions to the rear would not necessarily
carry restrictions. Additional funds will
be made available to homeowners to re-
store and preserve the historical integrity
of their homes, through the TDR pro-
gram.

The goal in the receiving zone is to
maximize development potential while
insuring that overdevelopment is con-
trolled, Mr. Slachetka said. Some of the
development preferences and restrictions
enumerated by residents and business
owners included: no high rise buildings;
no garden apartments; no more nail sa-
lons, fast food restaurants or gas stations;
a cap on residential units in order to limit
the burden on the school system, and a
general preference for making the area
more pedestrian friendly with improve-
ments in traffic control.

A nicer, newer grocery store, a drug
store, affordable senior housing and a
“nice” bar were some of the other prefer-
ences listed by residents.

Fanwood was one of five municipali-
ties in New Jersey selected to participate
in the TDR program. It is the only munici-
pality to consider implementing the TDR
plan to preserve an historic district. The
other four municipalities are utilizing the
TDR program to preserve open space and
farmlands.

More information about the TDR pro-
gram can be found on the borough’s
website at: www.visitFanwood.com.

the number one issue especially in
dealing with programs for the
district’s curriculum. “We are at the
point where new programs are go-
ing to interfere with existing pro-
grams,” he said.

Mr. Russo has served on the board
for nine years, two of those years as
vice president. He said he considered
retirement from the board but de-
cided to stick with it. Mr. Russo, who
is the policy committee chairman, is
running for the seat of one year re-
maining on Mr. Porter’s term.

Mr. Russo said he is an active mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains community,
that he has been a previous president
of the Rotary Club, a member of the
Jaycees; participates in the car show
and is a baseball coach. Mr. Russo
said he has also been working to
resolve teacher negotiations and wants
to see the negotiations through to a
contract settlement.

“Joining this board is like jumping
on a moving train,” he said. “I hope
my presence on the board this year
has made a difference.”

Enrollment is the main concern for
Mr. Russo. He said increasing enroll-
ment has threatened class size. “We
need a long-term plan to find space
for our increasing population of stu-
dents and every year it becomes more
challenging to create a budget that
supports tighter class size.”

Ms. Nelson said she moved to
Scotch Plains for its educational repu-
tation. She has two sons and spent 12
years as a participant at BOE meet-
ings before running for the board.
She has served on the board for six
years and has chaired every board
committee except facilities.

“I do wish I had done it sooner,” she
said. “It is a great way to grow per-
sonally. We are currently a very young
board and I want to train young lead-
ers and finish our teacher negotia-
tions.” Ms. Nelson also serves as a
delegate to the New Jersey Education
Association.

Ms. Woerner, who is completing
her first term on the board, said she
first ran for the BOE to be active in
her two sons’ education. The candi-
date said over the past two years on
the board she has been learning a lot
of material and now feels she can
better contribute to board with bal-
anced views on board issues.

“I want one thing only, to work for
my school district,” she said. Ms.
Woerner also agreed that the major
issue on the table is money. “Money
is an issue because of our enrollment
and the flat state funds,” she stated.

The school and budget election will
be held from 2 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 18.
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POLICE BLOTTER
Mountainside

Wednesday, March 29, Michael Heal-
ing, 32, of Belleville was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and for being under the influence
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS).

Police reported that they were alerted
to a person driving erratically and posi-
tioned themselves to observe the vehicle,
at which time the suspect was pulled over
and apprehended.

Wednesday, March 29, Jerome Mathis,
38, of Scotch Plains was picked up at the
Essex County jail on an outstanding war-
rant. The suspect is being held pending a
court date.

Wednesday, March 29, Jason R.
Madrey, 21, of Elizabeth was picked up at
the Union Police Department on an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $400.
The suspect is being held pending a court
appearance.

Friday, March 31, a patron of a Route 22
catering hall reported that upon exiting the
hall he noticed his vehicle’s windows were
down. His driver’s side door lock was
damaged. According to police, a briefcase
and loose change were reported missing.

Friday, March 31, police were sum-
moned to a Route 22 theater to remove a
small bag of suspected marijuana from
the floor of the lobby. Police said it is
unknown who dropped it. The bag was
submitted to the detective bureau.

Friday, March 31, a patron of a Route
22 catering hall reported that her vehicle
was stolen. The victim stated that there
was nothing of value in her car aside from
paperwork, credit cards, a check book
and a purse. The incident is under inves-
tigation.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 27, Gregory Deloach

of Newark and Edward Ward, 39, of East
Orange were both arrested and charged
with aggravated assault after they led
police on a motor vehicle pursuit. Ac-
cording to police, Deloach, who was the
driver of the vehicle, tried to hit a marked
police car. Both suspects were turned
over to the South Plainfield Police De-
partment, which initiated the pursuit.

Monday, March 27, a student of Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools,
reported that his cell phone was taken
from his unlocked locker. The value of
the phone was approximately $125.

Thursday, March 30, Carol
Ganczewski, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession of
crack cocaine. The cocaine was report-
edly found in the suspects front pocket
following a motor vehicle stop. She was
processed and released.

Saturday, April 1, Denis Grier, 41, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of a fraudulent insurance card.
Grier was stopped for a motor vehicle
violation, at which time he allegedly sup-
plied police with the fraudulent card. He
was processed and released.

Westfield
Tuesday, March 28, Pedro Rodriguez,

39, of New York City was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on traffic
warrants from Westfield, for $159.20,
and East Rutherford, for $116. Rodriguez
was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 29, Michael Hol-
land, 53, of Summit was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Springfield
Avenue and Mill Lane and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. He was released on his
own recognizance.

Friday, March 31, an 18-year-old
Scotch Plains man reported being the
victim of a strong-arm robbery while
waiting for a train at 11:42 p.m. at the
northside train station. He said three black
males approached him on the westbound
platform, one of who threatened him with
harm if he did not empty his pockets. The
victim turned over a portable Sony
PlayStation, a game compact disc and
$80 in cash, after which the suspects fled
south on foot. The victim was not injured
and reported the incident to police.

The individual who threatened the vic-
tim was described as five feet, 11 inches
to six feet, two inches tall, 16 to 18 years
old, with a light brown complexion and
wearing a black hooded sweatshirt. A
second suspect was said to be five feet,
two inches to five feet, six inches tall, 16
to 18 years old, weighing 200 to 230
pounds and having a dark complexion.
He was wearing a black sweatshirt, jeans
and a black baseball cap. The third sus-
pect was only described as a black male.

Saturday, April 1, Catalina Candela,
25, of Scotch Plains was arrested at North
and Edgewood Avenues and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI). She later
was released to a responsible individual.

Sunday, April 2, Ronald Rendeiro, 31,
of Clark was arrested at Central Avenue
and Greene Place and charged with DWI.
He was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Sunday, April 2, Jean Keller Ismael,
33, of East Orange was arrested on
South Avenue in Garwood and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to
chemical testing. He also was wanted
on motor vehicle warrants from
Irvington, for $752 and Newark, for
$350, as well as a criminal warrant from
Elizabeth, for $250. Ismael was com-
mitted on default of bail.

tice sessions.
“We’re struggling to get kids on the

field,” he said, adding that sometimes
team managers are taking days off from
their jobs in order to hold an after-
school practice.

One common problem for both
leagues is the lack of lighted fields in
Scotch Plains, although it appears that
the fields at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools on Raritan
Road, which are being renovated, will
eventually be lit, thus expanding the
times during which they can be used.

There is also a proposal to develop
new turf fields, which would be lighted,
at Brookside Park on Hetfield Avenue.
A group of neighborhood residents have
formed a group to oppose the plan.

Mr. Fawcett said it was “demoraliz-
ing” and “exhausting” to be “spending
so much free time serving the youth of
our towns” and then “fighting people”
who are opposed to new ballfields. The
neighborhood group opposing any
Brookside Park expansion held a pro-
test at the park on March 11, and Mr.
Fawcett recalled that on that same day,
“while they were holding the park hos-
tage,” he was driving his daughter to
play soccer at a turf field on Staten
Island while many soccer coaches were
attending a seminar on how to conduct
practice sessions in smaller, limited
spaces.

“That encapsulated what it’s all
about,” he said.

Ed Zazzali, Chairman of the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission, said
that any new field development or ex-
pansion or upgrades would be done
only after consultations with neighbor-
hood residents who might be affected
in any way. Regarding Brookside Park,
he told The Times that the project there
“is in its discussion stages. We’ve put
together plans” for the park, he said,
“but we’ve put together plans for a lot
of places. We’re so far away from that
decision.” Presently, the commission is
working on the refurbishment of the
fields at the vo-tech school, he said.

All three officials agree, though, that
lighted artificial turf fields are the wave
of the future. “Turf is a reality around
here,” Mr. Zazzali said. “People want to
get in fields by March 1, but in Scotch
Plains, they aren’t” because natural
grass fields are still soggy and unusable

from the winter weather. “Is turf a means
to extend playing time? Absolutely. Are
lighted fields a means to extend playing
time? Absolutely.”

Mr. Sands of the baseball league
agreed. The league owns Booth Field,
adjacent to Route 22, but has to vie for
playing time at other fields in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood that are controlled
by the local governments or the board
of education. He said a major problem
is the lack of 90-foot baseball fields for
older players. Currently, those sized
field are found only at the high school
and Park Middle School as well as
Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

The field project at the vo-tech school
will result in a 90-foot field that is lit,
meaning games for older baseball play-
ers will then be able to last later into the
evenings. Beyond that, Mr. Sands said,
“another lit diamond will be helpful.”

Mr. Fawcett of the soccer league
pointed to the two lighted artificial turf
soccer fields at Houlihan Field in
Westfield as something to strive for.
“That’s what we’re encouraging [local]
officials to consider,” he said, noting
that such playing fields require mini-
mal maintenance and the lighting tech-
nology is such that the lights do not
overflow into nearby residential prop-
erties. “More and more towns are go-
ing” in that direction, he said.

Over the past several years, most of
the parks and ballfields have been reno-
vated, Mr. Zazzali said. “Logically, the
next step is turf and lights.” He vowed
that nothing would occur until any
neighborhood concerns are first taken
into consideration. “We’re basically the
conduit to the community. We don’t
just dream up ballfields” and then de-
velop them, he said, noting that Memo-
rial Park on Plainfield Avenue was “five
years in the making” even though some
people “thought it just happened.”

There are also preliminary proposals
to refurbish the field behind the
southside firehouse on Martin Avenue
as well as a push, informal at present, to
see if Union County officials would be
receptive to putting some playing fields
at the former Sevell property on Coo-
per Road that was purchased by the
county in 2003.

“We just don’t have the room to do a
lot of things around here,” Mr. Zazzali
said, so “we have to do it smart.”
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN COUNTRY’S SERVICE...Company B and C of the 250th Signal Battalion of
the New Jersey National Guard, upon completing their tour of duty in Iraq and
arriving home, are attentive to the praise received from family and state leaders
last Saturday at the Westfield Armory.

record noting that voting to approve
the plan was not an endorsement.

A divided board passed a motion ap-
proving a bulk variance for a driveway
widening at 64 Portland Avenue. Ho-
meowner Victoria Averso received ap-
proval to widen her driveway from 10 to
18 feet. Because the widening of the
driveway to the curb loses a parking
space on the street, several board mem-
bers expressed their disapproval, prefer-
ring that she opted for a Y shaped drive-
way instead. By a 6-3 vote, the applica-
tion was approved.

A special meeting to hear the continu-
ation of testimony for the Station Square
LLC development application, also
known as the former Dean Oil Site, will
immediately precede the next agenda
meeting of the planning board on Mon-
day, April 17. The next regularly sched-
uled meeting of the board will be held on
Wednesday, April 26. Both meetings
will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the municipal
building.
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SP Taxes
been increasing in recent years, state
aid has been essentially flat. For a
third straight year, Scotch Plains will
receive $3.127 million from Trenton,
a figure that represents slightly more
than 14 percent of township revenues.
Ten years ago, state aid constituted
nearly 20 percent of township rev-
enue, officials said.

According to figures provided by
Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
state aid to Scotch Plains has in-
creased a total of 8 percent in the past
10 years, which equals an average
annual increase during that period of
just 0.8 percent.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, Mayor Martin Marks
said that if state aid had been adjusted
over the past decade to keep pace
with the inflation rate, “we’d have
been freezing taxes [this year], if not
reducing them.” He reiterated com-
ments he made last month that the
state aid freeze was, “in essence, a
direct property tax hike.”

In a memorandum to the council,
Mr. Atkins said he would not be sur-
prised if other towns in the area, such
as Westfield, Cranford, Summit,
Millburn, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Berkeley Heights, Watchung,
Warren and Bedminster, are facing
similar problems related to frozen
state aid levels and the impact of that
freeze on local budgets.

He said the message from the state
government over the past decade “is
clear to me,” namely that “nicer subur-
ban communities — you are on your
own. Don’t expect us in Trenton to
give you what you and your residents
are entitled to. We have other priorities
like the urban areas and those commu-
nities that have special problems that
require extraordinary aid.”

Mr. Atkins stated that “the property
tax crisis just keeps getting worse
each year.”

The council expects to hold a pub-
lic hearing and then vote on the 2006
municipal budget at its Tuesday, May
9 meeting.

He said it would initially cost about
$12,000 for the borough to enter into
the financing program, with an inter-
est rate of between 3.5 and 4.2 per-
cent over a period of several years.
“The cost (of financing the equip-
ment) is considerably less than any-
thing we could possibly do on our
own,” noted Mr. Tomkins.
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