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Call me today to hear about these new
optional features: New Car Replacement,
Accident Forgiveness and Deductible Rewards.

715 CENTRAL AVENUE - SUITE 10
WESTFIELD
RONBANSKY@ALLSTATE.COM

Ron Bansky

(908) 301-0711

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC

Criminal Defense - Federal & State

Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Robert G. Stahl

Christopher M. Farella

Korey Kerscher Sarokin

220 St. Paul Street,

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

POLICE BLOTTER
Mountainside

Wednesday, March 29, Michael Heal-
ing, 32, of Belleville was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and for being under the influence
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS).

Police reported that they were alerted
to a person driving erratically and posi-
tioned themselves to observe the vehicle,
at which time the suspect was pulled over
and apprehended.

Wednesday, March 29, Jerome Mathis,
38, of Scotch Plains was picked up at the
Essex County jail on an outstanding war-
rant. The suspect is being held pending a
court date.

Wednesday, March 29, Jason R.
Madrey, 21, of Elizabeth was picked up at
the Union Police Department on an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $400.
The suspect is being held pending a court
appearance.

Friday, March 31, a patron of a Route
22 catering hall reported that upon exiting
the hall he noticed his vehicle’s windows
were down. His driver’s side door lock
was damaged. According to police, a brief-
case and loose change were reported miss-
ing.

Friday, March 31, police were sum-
moned to a Route 22 theater to remove a
small bag of suspected marijuana from
the floor of the lobby. Police said it is
unknown who dropped it. The bag was
submitted to the detective bureau.

Friday, March 31, a patron of a Route
22 catering hall reported that her vehicle
was stolen. The victim stated that there
was nothing of value in her car aside from
paperwork, credit cards, a check book
and a purse. The incident is under inves-
tigation.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 27, Gregory

Deloach, 41, of Newark and Edward
Ward, 39, of East Orange were both
arrested and charged with aggravated
assault after they led police on a motor
vehicle pursuit. According to police,
Deloach, who was the driver of the
vehicle, tried to hit a marked police car.
Both suspects were turned over to the
South Plainfield Police Department,
which initiated the pursuit.

Monday, March 27, a student of Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools,
reported that his cell phone was taken
from his unlocked locker. The value of
the phone was approximately $125.

Thursday, March 30, Carol
Ganczewski, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged possession of crack
cocaine. The cocaine was reportedly found
in the suspects front pocket following a
motor vehicle stop. She was processed

and released.
Saturday, April 1, Denis Grier, 41, of

Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of a fraudulent insurance card.
Grier was stopped for a motor vehicle
violation, at which time he allegedly sup-
plied police with the fraudulent card. He
was processed and released.

Westfield
Tuesday, March 28, Pedro Rodriguez,

39, of New York City was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on traffic
warrants from Westfield, for $159.20,
and East Rutherford, for $116. Rodriguez
was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 29, Michael Hol-
land, 53, of Summit was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Springfield
Avenue and Mill Lane and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. He was released on his
own recognizance.

Friday, March 31, an 18-year-old
Scotch Plains man reported being the
victim of a strong-arm robbery while
waiting for a train at 11:42 p.m. at the
northside train station. He said three black
males approached him on the westbound
platform, one of who threatened him with
harm if he did not empty his pockets. The
victim turned over a portable Sony
PlayStation, a game compact disc and
$80 in cash, after which the suspects fled
south on foot. The victim was not injured
and reported the incident to police.

The individual who threatened the vic-
tim was described as five feet, 11 inches
to six feet, two inches tall, 16 to 18 years
old, with a light brown complexion and
wearing a black hooded sweatshirt. A
second suspect was said to be five feet,
two inches to five feet, six inches tall, 16
to 18 years old, weighing 200 to 230
pounds and having a dark complexion.
He was wearing a black sweatshirt, jeans
and a black baseball cap. The third sus-
pect was only described as a black male.

Saturday, April 1, Catalina Candela,
25, of Scotch Plains was arrested at North
and Edgewood Avenues and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI). She later
was released to a responsible individual.

Sunday, April 2, Ronald Rendeiro, 31,
of Clark was arrested at Central Avenue
and Greene Place and charged with DWI.
He was released to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Sunday, April 2, Jean Keller Ismael,
33, of East Orange was arrested on
South Avenue in Garwood and charged
with DWI and refusal to submit to
chemical testing. He also was wanted
on motor vehicle warrants from
Irvington, for $752 and Newark, for
$350, as well as a criminal warrant from
Elizabeth, for $250. Ismael was com-
mitted on default of bail.
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HAPPY EASTER

Famous Snuffys

Easter Ala Carte Entrees Starting at $11.95

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Friday Night Seafood Buffet $32.95
Sunday Brunch 11am – 3pm $21.95

Thursday Italian Buffet $17.95
Plus Service Fee And Sales Tax

$29.95 adults - $13.95 children

plus service fee and tax

Oysters, Clams, Shrimp

Chef Carved Ham, Turkey, & much more

Park & Mountain Avenues • Scotch Plains (Off Rt 22)
(908) 322 7726 • Fax (908) 322 1810

www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Easter Buffet & Brunch

To have GREAT food, you have to

have GREAT ingredients.  For over 67
years our customers have relied on us.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
DELIBERATING...Garwood Board of Education members last Wednesday
approve the school budget for next year that results in zero tax increase.

The councilman said Tax Assessor Ann
Switzer told the committee that houses
the town is losing to demolition “are
average or below-average homes that pay
$10,000 in taxes. The average new home
coming on the market at a million dollars
is creating $18,000 in taxes. So there is an
80 percent tax gain.”

He said the New Street and Ward-
O’Donnell age-restricted developments
would produce 77 units, which will gen-
erate $1 million or more in tax ratables.
The Ward development will accommo-
date 35 units and the New Street plan 42.

lated residential communities, spe-
cifically in Elizabeth and its adjacent
towns and cities. Mr. Feder estimated
that the planes would fly over
Westfield more frequently and “come
here at lower altitudes. It’s a negative
for Union County.” The integrated
airspace alternative plan would cost
$2.5 billion.

Code Review and Town Property
Committee Chairman Jim Foerst
gave a PowerPoint presentation on
curtailing over-development. Call-
ing for a policy of “controlled
growth,” the fourth ward council-
man proposed a manner to curtail
FAR maneuvering.

For example, a 10,000-square-foot
lot in Westfield can satisfy a 3,200-
square-foot home. “Using FAR to its
max benefit, I can add between 700
and 1,200 square feet to the house,”
Councilman Foerst said. Through
what he called “technical exclusions,
he said a 10,000-square-foot lot could
actually hold a 4,400-square-foot
house.

He told The Westfield Leader, “The
average existing home does not con-
tain the features enumerated in the
zoning ordinance as technical exclu-
sions. However, the new develop-
ments are able, when starting from
scratch, to take full advantage of this
ability to add volume.”

The councilman’s committee is rec-
ommending changing the definition
of FAR from habitable to gross FAR,

excluding basements and attics with
low ceilings, but including attached
garages and cathedral ceilings to get
a “true reflection on the volume of the
home.”

Mr. Cockren said that he and Mr.
Gildea went to court on Tuesday and
the New Pointe Realty settlement was
finalized.

Elizabethtown Gas representatives
made a presentation to the council
concerning a rate increase effective
2010. Director of Governmental Re-
lations Kevin Lynott said that
Elizabethtown Gas filed a petition
with the New Jersey Board of Public
Utilities on April 26, 2005 to estab-
lish a pipeline replacement program,
and wishes to replace 88 miles of
elevated pressure eight-to-12-inch
cast-iron mains and related facili-
ties.

According to Mr. Scacifero, seven
of these miles are in Westfield and
Elizabethtown will replace these old
cast-iron mains with plastic polyeth-
ylene pipe or steel.

That cost is estimated at between
$5 and $7 million, he said. In terms
of an average customer’s monthly
heating costs, he or she should ex-
pect an additional $0.46/a month for
the three-year project. Elizabethtown
touted the need for new mains in
order to “increase integrity and reli-
ability of a system,” which dates
back to the late 1800s in some in-
stances.

Westfield Planning Board
Endorses COAH Ordinance
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Unanimously,
members of the Westfield Planning
Board voted Monday evening in fa-
vor of a Council on Affordable Hous-
ing (COAH) ordinance that was pre-
sented to them from the town council.

Council members first discussed
the ordinance, prepared by Town Plan-
ner Blais Brancheau, before passing
it to members of the planning board
for review.

The ordinance will amend
Westfield’s current Land Use Ordi-
nance to include new provisions, as
mandated by the New Jersey Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH).

It will require developers to con-
struct one affordable residential unit
for every eight market-rate residen-
tial units constructed.

According to the 14-page ordi-
nance, a market-rate dwelling unit
constitutes housing not restricted to
low- and moderate-income house-
holds. It may be sold at any price
agreed to by a willing seller and buyer.

The ordinance also states that any
development that increases the total
floor area on any non-residential
building also must adhere to COAH
requirements, according to a formula
provided.

These developments include office

buildings, retail stores, strip malls,
gas stations, factories, storage ware-
houses, parking garages, concert halls,
television studios, nightclubs, restau-
rants, libraries, funeral parlors, gym-
nasiums, museums, pools, schools
from kindergarten through grade 12,
hospitals, assisted living facilities and
hotels.

Houses of worship and develop-
ments of federal, state, county and
municipal governments are exempt
from the state obligation.

The ordinance also points out that
a developer will not be permitted any
increase in floor area ratio or density
of a building beyond what is already
stated within the town’s zoning regu-
lations.

In other business, Mulligan Homes,
LLC, owner of 125 Cedar Street, was
granted a minor subdivision with no
variances. The subdivision will allow
the developer to transfer a one-foot
piece of land from one lot to a second
lot. The second lot will then be subdi-
vided into two equal lots.

Robert Kraus, attorney for the de-
veloper, told planning board mem-
bers that it was a very simple case
with no variances. He stated that one
foot from 117 Cedar Street will be
transferred to 125 Cedar Street to
make the latter a 100-foot-wide piece
of land instead of 99 feet wide. He
noted that the 100-foot-wide parcel
at 125 Cedar Street would then be
subdivided into two, 50-foot-wide
lots.

Planning Board Chairman Vincent
Wilt stated, “It is a very simple case.
I don’t think we need to hear any
testimony.”

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
stated that the subdivision approval
would be contingent upon each prop-
erty having a proper drainage and
grading plan implemented, as well as
approval by the board’s site plan re-
view committee of plans for the two
homes.

The next planning board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, May 1, at 8 p.m.
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Westfield Town Council

Garfinkel Withdraws; Board
Approves Appraisal of Elm

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the board of
education’s Tuesday evening meet-
ing, members discussed the possible
sale of the school district headquar-
ters at 302 Elm Street. It was also
announced that Jesse Garfinkel, a
Westfield High School senior and
candidate for the board, would with-
draw  his candidacy.

“I am familiar with the mission
statement of the district (to prepare
students to reach their highest poten-
tial and to become productive, ethical
and responsible citizens) and I would
be a hypocrite if I did not accept
admission to Northwestern Univer-
sity in the fall,” Mr. Garfinkel stated.

“But I will continue to attend meet-
ings and defend Dr. Foley,” he said.

Mr. Garfinkel said he is planning
on majoring in political science with
the possibility of a double major in
economics.

Jesse confirmed with The Leader
that he successfully registered be-
tween 75 and 100 WHS students. “I
think that the board needs to consider
having a student representative on
the board; someone who is chosen by
the students and the board.”

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
was presented a certificate, balloon
and flowers upon her departure from
the board. “I have mixed emotions. I
am very proud to serve the people of
Westfield…we have the best (teach-
ing) staff in New Jersey, public, pri-
vate and parochial.”

A feasibility study was presented
by Alice Hunnicutt, chairwoman of
the board’s facilities committee, and
Robert Berman, business administra-
tor and board secretary.

Based upon the recommendation
of  Superintendent  of Schools Dr.
WilliamFoley and board attorney Rick
Kaplow, the board has decided to
have the 302 Elm Street property
appraised.

The proposal involves the reloca-
tion of central administration, which
includes the superintendent’s and the
assistant superintendent’s offices, cur-
riculum department, the business of-
fice, human resources, special educa-
tion, including child study teams,  and
maintenance to Lincoln School on
Westfield Avenue.

Ms. Hunnicutt explained that there
are advantages to selling the Elm Street
building. She said the property would
be a tax ratable and that it would give
the district additional funds to use for
other building upgrades. She con-
firmed that the sale would only in-
clude the building and adjacent park-
ing lot, not the Elm Street park.

Mr. Berman explained that the es-
timate to upgrade Lincoln School fa-
cilities to an office building would be
approximately $2.8 million. This

renovation would include exterior
changes, such as paving, moving a
fence behind the school closer to
Kehler field and the replacement of
sidewalks.

Interior building renovations in-
clude replacement of steam boilers,
HVAC, installation of air condition-
ing, a new electrical system, plus the
installation of an elevator and fire
alarm system.

Ms. Hunnicutt said the board needs
to consider the impact on the neigh-
borhood parking on Westfield Av-
enue for meetings.

“If we were to put this building on
the market, we need to know how
much it is worth. Three million dol-
lars is not worth it; $4 million, maybe.
I am not certain what it would go for;
we could craft a public offering,” Dr.
Foley said.

In other business, two new coaches
for football and track and field were
appointed by the board. James
DeSarno will be head football coach
for the high school, and also teach
physical education starting in Sep-
tember.

Mr. DeSarno will be paid an annual
salary of $71,594 plus a stipend of
$9,480 for the coaching position. “I
want to thank Gary Kehler. He came
out of retirement and helped with the
selection. I am not knowledgeable
about football, but I spoke with su-
perintendents who are… (Mr.
DeSarno has the football players)
work hard and knows how to treat
kids, too,” Dr. Foley said.

Christopher Tafelski will be paid a
stipend of $4,557 as an additional
boys’ freshman track coach.

A group of concerned parents and
a couple of students attended the
meeting. Some parents addressed the
board in relation to contract discus-
sions regarding an Edison Intermedi-
ate School eighth-grade mathematics
teacher.

One parent stated that Anne Bergin
is an “asset” to the school and should
not be let go from the district.

Another parent, Fred DeFazio, a
volunteer coach, said, “You are not
listening to me… I am not expecting
back and forth comments…We as
coaches, educators, voters and par-
ents need to teach the kids the right
things, and ask the kids ‘is this teacher
getting through to them?’”

BOE President Anne Riegel con-
firmed that the board cannot discuss
individual employees’ contract status
due to board regulations confirmed
by Mr. Kaplow.

“In mid-May, there will be a mo-
tion for all teachers who will be re-
newed in September,” Ms. Riegel told
The Leader. At some point, a teacher
can request a hearing on the condi-
tions of their contract. Ms. Bergin
was not available for comment.
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