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Resting among the graves of Westfield’s

military heroes atop the highest hill in
Fairview Cemetery stands a battered old
cannon, affectionately known as “Old One
Horn.” It is distinctive both because its right
trunnion or mounting “horn” has been bro-
ken off, and also because it’s history has
been clouded by conflicting accounts of its
origin. In the words of Westfield historian
and scholar Ralph H. Jones, “In the absence
of hard evidence, the ‘One Horn’ story is not
history, but folklore.”

The popular account of the gun first ap-
pears in the “Brief History of Westfield” in
1897 by The Reverend Newton W. Cadwell,
the Presbyterian Pastor from 1882-1902.
Basically, the same account is offered by
Charles A. Philhower in 1923 and in the
1950s writings of Arthur N. Pierson, a de-
scendant of Henry Baker who is prominently
mentioned in all of the accounts.

Rev. Cadwell’s account is as follows:
“Early in the morning of June 23, 1780, the
citizens of Westfield were called out by the
warning peals of the old church bell...sprang
to arms and thronged the highways. The
British troops advanced in two divisions
from Elizabethtown under Sir Henry Clinton.
A small detachment took the Westfield Road,
capturing citizens and plundering farm
houses as they advanced.”

“The family of William Pierson (residing
where 629 East Broad Street is now) was on
the alert. The mother, standing on a pile of
wood, suddenly saw them and shouted ‘The
red coats are coming!’ The husband ran out
and hid in the orchard. Soon the house was
surrounded by and filled with British. ‘Where
is that damned old rebel?,’ they demanded.

But failing to find him or elicit any infor-
mation, they contented themselves by taking
a fine horse from the barn, leaving a young
colt. “Hastening forward they next stopped
at the old Baker homestead, then occupied
by Henry Baker. The officer in command
asked for a drink of cider and promised
protection to the family if the wants of
himself and his men were supplied. Finding
themselves unmolested, they became bois-
terous and insulting.

A ‘minute man’ by the name of Captain
Littell hid himself in the bushes close to the
house to watch and, if necessary, render the

family assistance. When one of the men
approached Mrs. Baker and forced her, at
the point of the bayonet, to the wall of one of
the rooms of the old farmhouse, he fired and
seriously wounded the officer in command.
The British sprang to their saddles, but in
the quick turn, one of the cannons was
thrown over against a large rock, and one of
its arms or ‘horns’ was broken off. It has ever

since been called Old One Horn”.
Rev. Cadwell based his report on inter-

views with several aged Westfield natives
between 1872 and 1887. “Old One Horn”
was moved to Fairview Cemetery and set
into a concrete emplacement on Decoration
(Memorial) Day in 1889, where it remains
to this day.

The wonderful tale of its origin is unfortu-
nately in conflict with facts presented by two
highly qualified Westfield scholars, Dr. J. A.
Morgan, and Mr. Jones.

******
Editor’s Note: This is an abridged version

of the article by Frank Sullebarger of Fairview
Cemetery published in This Is Westfield
2001. We choose to leave the controversy for
later argument.
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Much history can be learned from local

cemeteries, dating back to the Revolution-
ary War, including those located at the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church, the Westfield Presby-
terian Church, the Deserted Village of
Feltville in the Watchung Reservation, and
the private De Camp Family cemetery in
Scotch Plains.

Many cemeteries in the area have gravesites
dedicated to Revolutionary War veterans. In
Westfield, thirty-three soldiers are listed. At
the Baptist Church, special markers are lo-
cated at the graves of those who served in that
war.

The Westfield Presbyterian Church named
its cemetery “The Revolutionary Cemetery,”
and the records of the site have been digi-
tized by church member Dave Rogers, with
the assistance of the Boy Scouts. The oldest
gravestone is dated 1730, and there is an
unconfirmed grave dating to 1724. Records
show that 1,121 plots were sold, however
some have not been used. The last burial to
occur there was in 1958.

An example of a private family burial area
is the De Camp Family cemetery, located on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. Rick Bousquet
is the author of “Images of America, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood,” a history of the area,
and President of the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood since 1990.  In
an interview with The Times, Mr. Bousquet
explained that it was very common for farm-
ers in the 1700’s to bury family members on
their property. At this particular site, it is
believed that six people are buried, and these
include not only the landowner’s family, but
also servants and American Indians.

Currently a new family lives at the loca-
tion, and they have marked the site with a
plaque and are welcoming to visitors. They
also allow groups to perform annual cer-
emonies honoring Revolutionary veterans
and American Indians buried there.

Revolutionary soldiers are also buried in a
small cemetery located in the Deserted Vil-
lage of Feltville in the Watchung Reserva-
tion. It is believed that twenty-four people
were buried there, however only four grave-
stones remain. The land was originally settled
by the Wilcocks family, who ran a grist and
lumber mill. A village was established in
1845 by David Felt, a New York City busi-
nessman, to provide housing for workers at
his nearby paper mill.

The pastor of the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church, the Reverend Chaz Hutchison,

has an active interest in cemeteries that
began when he had his first job in high
school mowing the grass of a cemetery in
Pittsburgh. Since coming to the church in
1990, he has become the unofficial cem-
etery historian, and has led tours on Hallow-
een night.

The oldest legible headstone in the cem-
etery is dated 1756. Church records indicate
that burials began earlier, in 1743. However,
no headstones exist from this time. No records
are available regarding the total number of
burials done in the history of the location. It
is an active cemetery, with burials still oc-
curring. Boy Scouts made a chart of the
locations of all visible headstones.

Prior to etched headstones, graves were
marked with simple rocks or large boulders.
Stone cutting as an art form began in about
1650. Common design themes can be seen
on most headstones from this era such as
angels’ faces with wings, as symbols of
immortality, and three tulips, representing
the Trinity. Age is not given by year of birth,
instead listing the years, months and days of
the deceased at the time of death.

As with other cemeteries in the area, the
oldest headstones were made from sand-
stone, a material chosen for its availability to
stone carvers at the time. However, it was a
poor choice, as this type of sedimentary rock
disintegrates due to exposure to the ele-
ments. As a result, the front carved area of
many headstones has either partially or com-
pletely fallen off and been lost. Also, many
headstones have been displaced or fallen
over due to changes in the soil during winter
freezes.

There is much debate about how to handle
the decaying headstones. Some feel that the
markers should be allowed to fall apart
naturally, and return to the soil where the
deceased lays buried. Others believe that the
gravestones are such important pieces of
history that they should be preserved for
future generations to see. The problem is
that a method for preserving the stones has
not yet been discovered.

Many visitors come to cemeteries to do
rubbings on the gravestones, a process where
special paper and color are used to make a
mimic of the etchings. People doing genea-
logical research go to cemeteries to further
their research on their family tree.

Editor’s Note: This article was originally
published on December 4, 2003 in The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.
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